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The T@§-~154 was both smaller and more powerful than the de Havilland Mosguito. The

tirst prototype, without armament and radar, is shown here.

NOW - BE HONEST !! How many of you know that Germany produced the
above shown aircraft ?? - designated the TA154 "MOSKITO"

In 1942 when the IH98 MOSQUITO first appeared
and dominated over European skies as a night fighter, Goering, the
Luftwaffe and the German High Command proved the old adage that
" ITmitation is the highest form of flattery."™ Imitation is nothing
new however, - particularly in the aviation industry.

Kurt Tank was called on %o counter British air
supremacy with his own version of the DH Mosquito.(Kurt was the
designer of that great German Fighter, the FW 190.) The result was
the aircraft shown above, THE GERMAN MOSKITO. Although produced by
Focke-Wulf the identification TA 154 was applied to the MOSKITO as
a tribute to Kurt Tank who designed and test flew the TA 154.

"The Moskito"was a twin engined, shoulder wing
monoplane with retractable tricycle landing gear. Power supplied by
two Junkers Jumo 211 engines of 12 cylinders, inverted "V" liquid
cooled and developing 1750 hp at 2300rpm. Their installation was
very neat and the annular radiators gave the appearance of radial
engines on extended nacelles. This however, did severely restrict
the pilots view.

Where Britain developed the now well known
Araldvte epoxy glue (used im "our" Mosquito) Germany produced a
phenolic resin glue called"Tego-Film! e use of this glue gave the
resulting airframe the strength of rivetted metal !

The landing gear was weak and gave endless trouble
causing many crashes, including 10 prototypes, despite many
modification attempts to correct faults. only 10 operational



aircraft were produced before the project was abandoned - it is

thought for political reasons.

Specifications and comparison with "OUR" Mosquito MkX1X
are detailed for the information of our"Buffs". It is interesting to
note that in some areas the "MOSKITO" was most competitive with the
Mk X1X, but could not compete in range and fuel load, but had a slight
edge in speed.

Your editor is indebted to "Early Bird News" March 1989

and our member Bert Morgan of Que

Mosquito fighter-bomber Squadron

land, previously of RAAF No. 1

or this gen. If anyone would like

the full story, send a stamped self addressed envelope to me.

~{cmrarative Specifications % Performance-——

Focka-wulf Ta-1354 Moskito

De Zaviliand ME. X1X Mosguito
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REUNION - RAAF Mosquito Units (Paeific Area)
This section is perhaps best introduced by the following
letter of greeting. MESSACE TO MEMBERS O 'HE MOSOUITO AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION OF
AUSTRALIA FROM DAVID VINCENT, AUTHOR OF MOSQUITO MONOGRAPH.

123 Registrations were
received & the Reunion
lived up to all expect-
ations. By some miracle
the programme & time-
table stayed on track
(altho' some of us
missed the bus at the
Base but were rescued
by the two Mikes.) We
were pleased to welcome
Air Vice-Marshal G.J.J.
Beck, Air Commodore B.
D.Searle & Group )
Captain G.E. Smith to
several of our Funct-
ions & thank them for
their participation in
our programme.

The years simply
rolled away as we renew-
ed friendships of up to

50 years gstanding.

On the occasion of this first ex RAAF "Mosgquito Men" reunion I would like
to take thia opportunity to send greetings to you all and pass on my best
wishes for the success of this carefully planned and special weekend.

The reunion will provide a perfect opportunity for many of you to eatch up
with old friends, friendships which through time and geographical barriers
are hard to maintain, but nevertheless remain.

For some of you, that old friend may be A52-600 which the RAAF are
currently restoring.

All of you, no doubt, will be intrigued to see the trouble - and expense -
the RAAF are going to to preserve this aircraft. I find it very
heartening that in these tough economic times the RAAF are still able to
pursue the restoration of this unigue aircraft. It must be a real worry
for the Restoration Team every time funds are mentioned, but with your
support. 1 believe the restoration of this aircraft will become a reality; a
fitting tribute to all of you who say with pride that they served on
“Mossies”.

From one deeply interested in the history of that magnificent service the
RAAF, thank you to all involved in this weekend's activities for keeping
history alive.

David Vincent




COMBINED RAAF MOSQUITO UNITS & SQUADRONS

(PACIFIC AREA)

REUNION
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PUTTING THE REUNION TO BED. 4

1) An Audit of the Reunion's financial statements has been condu

: i cted
and the Auditors Certificate received. Anyone attending the reuniog
can obtain a copy of statement and certificate b sending a self
addressed envelope to the secretary duly stampeg.

2) Due to overestimation of Reunionists capacity !! and a very welcome
injection of funds via a grant from DVA, a surplus of $578 has resulted,
or $4.70 per gerson registered. As it may well be some considerable

time (if ever) before a similar reunion can be mounted & which could
include entries from persons not attending our first reunion, your
Joint convenors make this recommendation: -

That the surplus be transferred to the MAAA. as a donation
from the Reunionists to the restoration of A52-600. Unless a flood of
Objections are received, this donation will be made on the 15/6/93.

3) On your behalf,"Sam" & I have sent letters of appreciation to all
those many people whose support,and participation ensured the success
of the reunion. These "THANKYOUS are now gratefully extended to YOU,
the Reunionists, without whose support the reunion would never have
Bot off the ground. The moments shared with you by "Sam"& myself will
be long remembered by us both.

Narrow escape by BAe Mk.T3.RR 299 . Advised by member Brian Swash, from
an article in FLYPAST. In September 1992,en route from Chester to an
airshow in Belgium,flying at 2500 ft; with
Peter Henley at the controls, a close en--
counter was had with a glider over Dutch air
space. The glider was seen, slightly ahead

of the Mossie and below. Peter pulled up

hard on the comtrols,but to his horror the
glider chose the same evasive tactic.Peter
then went into a dive trying to avoid a
collision & flew under the glider. On land-
ing at Antwerp he filed a regort & was
advised that the glider had landed safely but
with part of its wingtip missing. Following
close examination it was found that a prop-
ellor blade was marked, not unlike that of a bird strike-- CLOSE !!

News from Miami, Florida, USA.- The Weeks Air Museum is the owner of
one of the only 2 Mosqultos still flying. This Mk. B35- RS712 was
reported on in our No.2 Bulletin by Allan Ellis . We wrote to this
Museum and the followingis an extract from the reply of Linda Meyers,
Managing Diregtor,

--------- As you may have already heard, the Weekes Air Museum took
a direct hit from Hurricane Andrew but luckily our Mosquito was on

exhibit at the EAA Museum in Wisconsin.
Unfortunately, due to the hurricane, things are not yet

back to"nmormal" and I am unable at this time to gather more inform-
ation.

I wish you and the Association much success. Please keep
us informed as to your progress." ———---e——e--

We understand that the damage to the Museum's aircraft was most severe,
and proffer our sympathies & hopes for an early return to normal. We
will be keeping in touch with the Weeks Air Museum.

Membership. The Association now has 165 Members. Following the annual
meeting a further canvas of ex-personnel of 456 &464 Squadrons will be
comducted. Members should keep in mind the desireability of enrolling
younger members in our ranks. Close friends and family members are
logical choices for consideration.




-

State Representation. - As foreshadowed at the reunion, your C'tee
has resolved as follows (under the power to co-opt) "That the
princinle of State representation be accepted, with apvointments
being made as occasions arise. State Representatives to be solely
under the control of the C'tee, onlv taking action in Association
affairs under the direction and/or permission of the Committee."

This step will prove of great value to the Association, as with
the Tyranny of Distance, your Executive & C'tee can obviously not
function physically over all States, without a practical form of
assistance. Also in the long term, more of our Membership will be able
to play an active part in the Association.

Annual General Meeting. - As this will be the last Bulletin before

our AGM, notice of the meeting is now advised, Please diarise the date
& Victorian Members om the Gippsland "emd" make an eifort to attend.
Interstate members visiting our area are especially welcome to the AGM.
Just let us know if you are coming - To be sure of a seat & a Cuppa!!

THE MOSQUITO AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA.
Notice of Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of the Mosquito Aircraft Association
of Australia will be held in the Traralgon(Victoria) Court House
on WEDNESDAY 4th AUGUST 1993 Commencing at 2.00pm.

BUSINESS.

1) Presentation of Financial Statements for the year
ended 3Nth; June 1993.

2) To receive and adopt the Annual Reports.

3) Election and Induction of Office Bearers and
Committee for the year ending 30th; June 1994,

4) Fixing of Joining Fee and Annual Subscription
for year ending 30th; June 1994.

= 5) General Business at the discretion of the Chairman.

Note 1) Motions for inclusion in the Agenda are to be lodged in
writing with the Secretary not less than 14 days prior
to the AGM.

Note 2) Nominations for the positions of President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and four Committeemen are called
and close on the 15th; July 1993.

Nomination Forms may be obtained on request from the
Secretary/ Treasurer, Allan L. Davies, 4/18 Gordon St;
Traralgon, Vic; 3844,

The Retiring Committee. M. Ripper (Pres), K. Johnston (V.Pres)
A.Davies (Sec/Treas), Committeemen H.Gamble, R.Furlong, J.Burns
and R. Skinner,retiring with the effluxion of time,have all
indicated they will accept nomination for the ensuing year.

A special appeal is made to our Melbourne Members to attend our
FIRST AGM. Your Edifor knows ol one car coming with 3 vacamt.seats,
and it shouldn't be hard to make up a couple of other car loads

to swell the attendance and "HAVE YOUR SAY" !!!




l : - - P, . : 4 V4
ic boundaries are obviously set within Vic

3 4 Y 1 [ - 3 vee Piawvo
the committment te Committee, meetings have
this year. e gradual appointment ol |

further share Committee duti

. s Myyy x O4ans 137 4
yther a of the Turn Over Stand,buil
e fuselage of A52-600., The stand t
"1y 4- v iy | 3% ] TR ok o -~
ing a very strong mobile carriage
be moved.
cockpit canopy & perspex nosepliece removed &
ipped. The woodwork
b s (
o \
Over S
to a 45 degree

Randy working

designed & the construction

ijesign concent & excellence of
by those of us with an engineex

of AS2-60N0 3 February 1993%.
ADZ~¢ 2

. 1 T 4+ o - .
M "f ITAation wo a Kers .!l. k'.q- nan X Ul
: - : hart ti
a lot of ground in a relat y short time

) A
jedication. Also thanks to Harry for provif

| A8 "l e 19




NEWS from the National Air & Space Museum, Smithsonian Institute

Washington D.C. 20560

In a letter received by your editor from the above mentioned
Institute, the following interesting paragraph is quoted.

"WE HAVE A MOSQUITO (MK TT35 No. TH998) IN STORAGE THAT WAS
GIVEN TO US BY THE RAP IN SEPTEMBER 1963. IT IS DISMANTLED, BUT IN
GOOD CONDITION, AND IS STORED IN OUR PAUL GERBER FACILITY IN SILVER
HILL, MARYLAND. I HAVE ENCLOSED A COPY OF AN ARTICLE ABOUT THE UNIT
FROM WHICH IT WAS TRANS®ERRED TO US."

This Mosquito has a chapter in Stuart Howes book "Mosquito

Survivors".

Good wishes RAAF
- 50years in Sale
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COOMALIE CREEK AIRSTRIP (Darwin)

Of interest to ex-members of 1 PRU and 87 PR Bquadron and any
31 Squadron (Beaufighter) bods, who may read this, 18 the news that a
soomalie s being mounted at the Darwin Aviation Museum.

Through John Haslett of Northern Territory Aviation History
Preservation. our Association has provided some items of interest for the
Exhibit (Mosquito Parts and Photographs) and his efforts have made a
stabilizer available to us for the A52-600 restoration project.

Four bombing & strafing raids were made by the Japanese on
Coomalie strip & instalations from November 1942 to August 1943, The
current owner of the Coomalie Creek Strip area, Richard Luxton has almost
completed the reconstruction of the Chapel the Sgquadrons had erected in the
camp area.

John Haslett further advises that 31 Squadron plan to hold their
next reunion in 1994 at either Sydney or Darwin. If the vote goes to
Darwin, a nostalgic vieit "BACK TO COOMALIE" with perhaps a 1 or 2 night
tent camp (per Army favour] could well be on the Agenda.

This mention of Coomalie brings back to mind a (then) topical
poem produced by the Squadron bard (?) about the pleasures of living at
"The Creek" (?)

" THE SPOT WHERE WE LIVE IS A VERY PUNNY PLACE
WITH BUGGER ALL OF ANYTHING, EXCEPTING TREES & SPACE,
BUT THOUGH QTHER BLUDGERS SAY IT'S LIKE A TOMB,
YOU'LL ALWAYS FIND THE BASTARDS HERE.
WHEN THE BEER IS IN FROM BROOME".

Perhaps we will hear more of 31's plans in time for our next Bulletin.

Recent happenings & pars. Our Patron Air Vice-Marshal J.C(*Sam") Jordan
led the Anzac %gy March in Brisbane this year. This would have topped
1993 off for "Sam", following closely on the Reunion, held at Richmond in
February. -

Sickies. Our President Max Ripper has had a couple of run ins with the
Surgeon over a dicky knee. fgag seen very bright & giving plenty of cheek
to the nurses. By the time this is read he will be up & about again.

Your Committee men must be working too hard, Joe Burns has also run foul

of the MO. Up and about now however and nearly in the clear. He made the
last Committee meeting !!

The Mosquito Aircraft entered into a second career inthe peace time
Tollowing WWII, many being sold to small airforces, some being - Burma,
China, Israel, Sweden, Norway, Czechoslovakia, Turkey & Yugoslavia. Others
were used for some years in high altitude photo mapping. BUT regretably
many were cut up & burned!

Perhaps a good way to park this bulletin in its revetment, would be to
quote from the BAe Pilot of RR299 in his article in PILOT January 1992,
PETER HENLEY said -

"IT IS SAID OF MOSQUITO PILOTS THAT THEY FALL INTO ONLY TWO CATEGORIES :

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE OFF THE SIDE OF THE RUNWAY, - AND THOSE WHO WILL DO
~ S0 _IN THE FUTURE !!'! "

DON'T FORGET to send your snippets of information to the editor.

Thats All for now - CHEERS $ill Bulletin No. 4 - Chocks away !!




