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The B52 G, 59-2596
"DARWINS PRIDE".

THE DARWIN AVIAT'ON MUSEUM The Museum carried out neg-

BﬂBlNG otiations with the Uni ted
States Air Force and the
- Northern Territory Govt;
to obtain a Boeing B-52
Bomber and to build a
B"MBER museum to house and display

s ) 3

This wae achieved in June
1990 when the new Darwin
Aviation Museum was 0O0ffic-
ially opened with a B-52G
Bomber in pristine order on

permanent loan from the
USAF.

This is a very brief story
of how this huge airecraft
was gained for the people
of Australia.

Arrival of bombet and escorts

The B52 was flown into
Darwin as shown in this
photo and a specially

large hangar had to be con-
structed to house this
super size aircraft, where
it now dwarfs other
exhibits nestling beneath
the great wings.

"Darwins Pride" arrived in
Darwin with an RAAF ¥-18
Fighter Escort in March '90
& amongst other Service

Ready for its new home agsignments was flown by
92 Bombardment Wing on
Vietnam Service.

This airoraft was handed over at Darwin in peace as a gift to the people of
Australia. The 50 cal. Guns have the barrels removed to indicate peace. The
plagque inside the bombbay ig worded "rest in peace". The‘orepar@tlon of .
the project earned the B52 the name of "Glossie Aussie" by Amerlcan service-
men. Normally the B52 takes off with ¥ fuel load & refue}s in the air. It
uses 81000 litres of fuel to take off & gain cruising altitude. The fuel
load is approx. 100 tomnes. Bomb racks are removed - as yet another sign of

a gift made in peace & goodwill.
The specificationson this heavyweight giant,beggar the imagination and
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the reader is reminded that these dimensions are shown in METRIC. !!
Height. 14.5 metres (4.5 Stories) Wingspan. 56 metres

Length. 52 metres Fuselage Height. 6.2 metres
Static weight. 78 tonnes Est. Weight., now 67 tonnes

Max. take off weight. 217.7 tonnes (engines & avionics removed)

Max.Service Ceiling. 52000 Ft. Max. Speed. 1030 kph (625 mph)
Max. range without mid-air Engines. Pratt & Whitney J57s
refuelling. 12200 km (2000miles) ( 8 engines)

Crew. 6 Longest flight time. 32 hours,

Maintenance costs per year over §20,000

This wonderful gift made to the people of the Northern Territory is
a most fitting tribute to two nations' aspirations to world peace.

Grateful thanks to personnel of the Darwin Aviation Museum for the
material supplied in putting this story in our Bulletin.
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This item,following the B52 Story above is really going from the

Sublime to the Ridiculous - BUT our NSW State Rep. Ron Vassie, when
visiting your Editor last November,insisted at gunpoint (well not really,
but threatened to cut off my"Fosters"supply, WHICH WAS WORSE !!) that a
snap be taken to show members the wonderfully comIortable & commodious
office, in which your Bulletins are so cunningly & laborously devised (?)
& fogmally introduce you all to your Editor ( you are assured it was Ron's
idea

The large (?) and neatly kept(?) desk will,I know, be the envy of you all
but you will see from the broad, toothy grin, that my desk and I are very
comfortable together, at least Fay (my wife) knowe where I am (AT LEAST
SOME OF THE TIME !!!)

In spite of some malicious & unkind Rumours, I don't really sleep on the
job, although there is a single bed next to the desk. Should a nod off
be indicated occasionally when the old brain cells begin to shudder, who
amongst you would dare to say me nay ?7?

To conclude & in more serious mode, let me say this periodical would be
most difficult to produce without the contributions & suggestions
received from you,the members & other associations akin to our own. This
aid is greatly appreciated & please keep them coming With grateful thanks
for your continuing interest & enthusiasm for the Association's objects.
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L‘OOMA[IE CBEEI( CHAPE[ RESTORATION
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In our last issue

a photo of the restored Fhaoel,

which is pictured

we described how Richard
[axton of Darwin NT. was
restoring some struct-
ures at the camp =sites
of No.31 & No.87 Sadns,
Base at Coomalie & ad-
vised that he would app-
reciate receiving photos
or other details of the
camp areas.

Richard tells us he
has received a lot of
material from our
members, which will be
ugeful to him. Thank
you for your prompt
responses.

Richard hags sent in
above. This task was under-

taken by Richard with staff & students from the Dept. of Architecture
Northern Territory University. It is truly a delightfully simple structure,
blending well with the bush environs. The restoration reflects great credit

on all those involved in the project.

Some remarks on this unusual Chapel are well worth repeating - thus -

"To fail to acknowledge the care & effort
in making a work so 71ght frail almost,
& appropriate to the spirit of the pldce

wowld deny the joy one feels in having
at least one of these buildings as a
physical record to minimilism in archit-
tecture, "

GLEN MURCUTT - Architect.

"They built this Chapel. An airy
fairy Chapel with air & light
coming in at the sides, which
were of iron slopes to let the
light in but keep the rain out?

PADRE DUNBAR RAAF
First Chaplain

It would be good to know just who were the Sguadron carpenters, handymen
¢ volunteers - and not to forget the designer,who left their mark at ‘
Coomalie in this delightful & unusual struc»ure . Anyone with information

PILEASE write in !!

T™e atove organization was founded in
Engliand slightly before our foundation
meeting in 1992,

It is a2n association, in the main, of
Mosgquito a;rcrql. aircrew who have
joined together for fellowship,
9cecial events % ga therings, sharing

on 4onqu to Squadrons.

Membership is large - over 500, with
many overseas memoers, particularly
Canada, with a small representation
from Australia.

Any of our members who served on RAAF
or RAF Mosguito Sguadrons over Zurope
would have a lot in common with this
organization,

Your Secretary is a reciprical member
No. 455,representing our Association
& receives notices & the periodical
official Newsletter "TEE MOSSIE" of
gome 40 pages. This publication tells
storfes of the Squadron days, with
general news on the Mosquito aircraft
& personalities of the Sguadrons. It
is forwarded free & post free to all
members aporoximately each quarter.

Overseas Annual Sub is £3€, and elig-
ibility is simply that the applicant
wag a member of aircrew flying in
Mosgquitos in any war theatre.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION write to the
Membership secretary, TONY WILSON

21 Xingwell Rd; Hadley Wood, Barnet,
HERTS. EN4 OHZ. - Tony will send jyou
all the gen "tout suite" - I am sure.

Ed.




ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

. L |
ANNUAL GEN-RAL MESETING., - Notice of this meeting i=s advised hereunder,
as this L2 the last Bulletin to issue befors the AGM. Our last AGM was
well attended, but it would be great to have a larger Téoresentation
TTom our clLosest canitAal CLLy -Meloourne. IB4ie up A carload or two and

visit Traralvon to attend the AGHM this year. It 1g only 100 miles
ravel on mainlv Lreeway conditions and yous will get home before dark.
Please let us know Lif you plan to attend - to be sure of a seat and

"a cuppa”. A great chance to renew old friendshivs!!

M™E MOSQUITO AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATICH OF AUSTRALIA.
Notice of Annual General Meeting.

The Annual General Meeting of this Association will be held at the
Traralgzon Citv Offices, Kay Street, Traralgon on Monday the
15th; August 1394 commencing at 2.00 om.

Businesgs

1) Presentation of Financial Statements for the year
ended 30th; June 1994.

2) To receive and adopt the Annual Reports.

2) RTlection and Induction of executive and committee
for the year ending 30th: June 1295.

4) Fixing of Joining Fee and Annuel Subscriptions
for year ending 30th; June 1995

S) To consider the outgoing Committee recommendations
for changes to the Constitution,

6) General Business at the discretion of the Chairman.

Note 1) Motions for inclusion in the Agenda are to be lodged
in writing with the Secretary not less than 14 days
prior to the AGHM.

Note ?) Nominations for the positions of President, Vice

Pregident, Secretary, Treasurer and four Comamitteemen
are called and close on the 15th; July 1944.

The Retiring Committee, Max Ripper (Pres), Zen Johnston (V.Pres),
Allan Davies (Sec/ Ireas.), Committeemen Joe Burng, Ron Skinner

and Col Ryan all intend to stand for nomination for the year ending
30th; June 1995.

Nominatisn Forms. are available on request from the Secretary,

4718 Gordon Street, Traralgon 3844.

tt‘lcc..toocttcoo.030.0-4.“‘*:6‘000ttt.0ttctttt#tt.t.#t“t‘t.tlt‘t.t‘k

CONSTITUTION

The following amendments, alterations and additions are submitted
and recommended to members by the Committee of Management, for
approval and adoption at the Annual General Meeting.
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MEMBERSHIP.
3.1 ADD after the!words"objects of Association®

"Junior Membership shall not convey vating rizhts
until the age of eignteen (18) has been attained."

THE COMMITTEE.
5.2 DELETE after the words"and shall be"the word
"calldd" & replace with the word "closed",
and ADD after the words "the annual general meeting"

"the Chairperson at an annual general meeting may
call for nominations from the floor to fill any
vacancies for Executive and Committee."

MEETINGS.

6.8 LDELETE the word "mot" after the words "proxy voting
mm

DISSOLUTION.

11.2 ADD after the words "the dissolving association"

"always provided that any assets remaining after
the payment of all debts and liabilities of the
association will only be transferred to such funds,
authorities or institutions approved by the
Commissioner of Taxation or a Deputy Commissioner
for the purposes of sub paragraph 78 (1)(a)(i)ox(ii)
of the Income Tax Assesesment Act 1936, or any
amendment or reenactment thereof."

Reason for changes.

Para 3.1 Currently Junior membership age bracket is from 1
year old to 14 years old. The age 18 would seem to be a fair and
generally accepted age to carry voting privileges and responsibility

P 5.2 The closing of nominations 21 days before the AGM
mmdon members the opportunity to ascertain the nominees gtanding
for office in time to lodge a proxy vote if so desired.

and ~ Should nominations not be lodged for some of the
offices reuiring to be filled, this clause will ensure that the
full complement of Executive and Committee may be elected at the
discretion of the chairperson of the AGM.

-

Para 6.6 This amendment to the Constitution will give our
Rustralia wide membership the opportunity to lodge their vote
at Association meetinga if so desired when called for, by proxy.

- - -

Para 11.2 This addition is required by the Australian Tax
Office. .
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NOTICES, MOSCUITO MUTTERINGS, MATTERS OF INTEREST AND TRIVIA.

FLLT illan Proctor (dee)

You will recall that Nikxiki Van
Eyk anpealed through our pages
for information and photographs
of her father Allan, who died

when she wap only 3 montha old.

Your Secretary visited Nikki in
Novemter and met husband Paul %
three lovely children. A big
thankyou to those memvers who
contacted Nikki following the
notice in our 3ulletin, with
stories of "Babe" and photogranhs.

To date Nikk{ has heard from or
met your Editor, Herb GCamble,
Len Loobp, Hon Vassie and Allan'e
Navigater on Mosquitos, Bert
Garrett,

It will be noted in the list of
new members itn this issue, that
Nikki hes joined our ranks and
a special expression of welcome
is now extended to her.

JOH _TYOUR LIERARY

WTIARWIN'E AIA WAR" iz the axceptionsl story
of =11 Tapets n? the Jappnese sir raids on
Australia snd the Units involved Lin the
st"u::r‘u.thlch sommenced on 9th; Peb. 1942,
virtgally unknown to ug all fn other parts
of Australis x gversesa.

It continuad unabated over the Northern
Territory skies, until .the last raid over
Parap, Adelaide River % Batchelor on the 12th
November 1947,

This aunigque resord of Darwin's Air War is
Produced by The Aviation Historical Society
of the Northern Territory. It is a graphic,
waell {llustrted record of the many Units &
incidents involved in thies "tlose to home"
battle & merial invasion over Australia and
the events leading up to this first attack on
Australian soil.

Pull records of areas attacked, of casualties
of persons, aircraft £ equioment & ntories of
the RAAP, RAF, USAAF % NEI-RAAFP Squadrons
taking part in the defence are graphically
outlined.

Coomalie Oreek Alr Strip % Camp areas, the
Base of 31 Beaufighter Squedron, No.1! Pr Unit
& 37 (PR) Squadron (Meosquito's) was attacked
on several occasions & some unit personnel &
other units are mentioned in the book.

PRICE ig gg;x% 1:.09 lneludin%apoatage & pack-
ng 2an be ordaer o Alford the
author & Historian of the Socfifi'if'lﬁ_gglﬂg
GARDENS, LUIMILLA, NT; 0820

The Society, Author & all taking vpart in

the production of this book, are to be congrat-
ulated an the carefully regearched,factual
account of those perilous times for our country.

T™ie book will answer many of your puszzled
gquestions on the WHY'S, WHERE'S & HOW'S of this
PIRET aerial invasion of Auntralia, for readers
WE0 WERE FRE & MANY WHO WERE NOT, but whose
Iives were touched Oy tne events recorﬂed in
DARWIN'S AIR WAR, Kxghly reccommended for your
reading.

(P — -

A recent letter received from
Stuart Howe,the author of

MOSQUITO PORTFOLIO, MOSQUITO

S and
MOSQUITO. Perhaps you can help him.
Allan L.Davies, 25a Marlborough Avenue,
4/18 Gordon Street, Edgware,
Traralgon, Middiesex HAB 8UH,
Vic.3844, England.

Australia.
18 November, 1993,

Dear Allan,

Many thanks indeed for your latest letter - [t |s always
very good to hear from you and I am grateful to you for
keeping me in touch with your Assocaition and progress
news on A52-600.

As you know, my third book on the Mossie came out just
over a year ago, but I am now researching new material

for my fourth book on the subject! I am especially seeking
photographs and | would be very grateful for any contacts
that you may be able to assist me with, please. I am
seeking official, but especially privatelly taken photos,
and any lent material I can easily copy and return. [ may
also be doing a revised 'Mosquito Survivers' in the not
too distant future!

Regarding your note about the BAe Mosquito, its future
with the company does not appear to be under threat at
the moment. It did the air show circuit this year, but
suffered a sick engine towards the end of the season which
is causing a few headaches. Otherwise it is in good health!

I do hope that all is well. Have a good Christmas and New
Year and | look forward to hearing from you again soon.

Kindest regards,

|~

Stuart Howe.

Fditor's note.

If you have any photos or
other material on surviving
Mosquitos or any other detail
of interest on that aircraft,
I am sure Stuart Howe would
be glad to hear from you.

I have sent him photographs in
the past and can assure you

he is very good at returning
any materisal he receives,

It might be wise to write to
Stuart first telling him what
you have and wait for his reply
telling you if he can use your
contribution.

His comment on the BAe Mossie
RR 299 confirms the news that
some engine trouble has been
exverienced. As Peter Henley
a orevious pilot of this
aircraft has retired, the
Bulletin will be contacting
John Davies, Avro Intermational
test nilot, who has taken over
as display pilot, to obtain an
urdate on RR299 and details of
the inecident which cccurred in
flight.




MORE BITS AND PIECES.

P —— . S C—
HOW "CRASH" MORGAN GOT HIS NYICKENAME

BARL JAMES MORGAN of 24 Captain Strom Plce.
Jar.Lingrord NGW. 2118 who had a stint on
Mosguitos as a mechanic on No 1 Sqdn at
Labuzn Island, Borneo - tells us the s3tory.

"When I wae stuck with this niciname
{t¥stuck"with me right through my RAAF ser-
vice, right up %0 now. Several incidents
ocourring at EZvans Head “"won" me the name
28 now outlined®

1) ™e Fairey Battle that I had worked
on, suffered a mid air collfsion with
another aireraft, regrettavly, with the loss
of both orews,

2) I nad been for = test flight in a
Peirey Battle, and a tyre purst on landing,
resulting {n a merry dance around & off the
strip,

z) A few days after,whilst towing a
FPairey Battle down to the inspection hangars
with me driving the tractor, on the return
trip deciding T could do with some extra
"herbs? I stuck a PBG UNDEH THE SNGINE GOV-
ERNOR !! Great were e results as spe
fetween the hangars. However the route req-
uired me to negotiate the narrower gap left
by the hangar doors, tura sharply around the

between the hangars, then
stralghten up % do the reverse at the other
end of the hangars. Only trouble was that I
hed the tail ber({used to turn the tailwheel
of the aircraft sticking out of the front
of the tractor) This (strangely enou i
interfered with my sharp turning ability.!

It was poesibly pretty predictable
that I succeeded in driving the tractor
{full speed anead) plumb through the s;_.gg
va%l of a hanegar, leaving one very shoc ed

gnt sergeant, dozing in his den, in my
wake, Need I say - my weekend leave was can-
celled, and ipsued with hammers & a length
of waterpipe I was left to straighten out
the mangled corrugated iron sheets. It took
a long time - & they didn't look much diff-
erent when I finished the task.

4) Just to break the furphy that thev

icme in Threes L! Agein towing a Pairey

tile from tarmac to parking bay with
other aireraft,using a tanker as the tow.
In this situation it was necessary to have
one person controlling the tail bar,one in
the cockpit on the brake=, one walking at
each wingtip, one driving the tanker one
standing on the running bdoard of the tanker,
to direct the driver,

I was the one standing on the
running board % as we passed the "Bludge
Hut" the two blokes on the wingtips did a
vanish into the Bludge Hut. By this time
the aircraft had turned % was approaching
its park position, but I noticed the port
wingtip was rather close to n parked air
craft's rudder.I yelled for the driver to
stop, jumped off the tanker & ran back,
calling & signalling to the brakeman in
the cockpit to STOP e STOP ~= S~-T-0-Popnn!

By the time he reacted, the
aircraft had rolled forward & punched a
hole in the rudder of the other "Rattle"

The result ?? - I COPPED 7 DAYS
CB - "FCR LEAVING MY POSTY which I thought
was most unlalr, ven e circumstances &
my frantic efforta to prevent the bingle.

Shortly after this PATAL FOURTH,
one of my mates greeted me with " HOW YA
GOIN' CRASHER " Well it was a moral to
stick ¥ the whole camp followed suit. Time
& convenience shortened the nickname to
"CRASHY

How am I now ?
"CHASH HOT OF COURSE"

* _THE J0PPY LECEND *

Ex=-Servicemen % sivilians ar
fully aware that the Red

Poony iz of special signific-
ance in the remembrance of
our fallen comrades i{n the
many theatres of many wars.

But how many of us have heard
the strange and haunting tale
of the emergence of this
emblem on tattlefields from
1917 to well after the Great
War, dating back to Genghia
Khan bringing Poppy seeds
from China to the west, as he
laid Eurone waste.

We are indebted to our member
Brian Hall of Adelaide for
bringing this detail to our
notice.

P . e e e e

The poppy legend originated in
China. A white flower from
which a potent drug was
distilled was called the Flower
of Forgetfulness. Genghis Khan
brought some of the seed
westward but after a battle the
flower became red. In the

centre of each was a cross.

It was found that on many
battlefields, when everything
else had been laid waste, the
landscape was soon ablaze with
the blood-red blooms. On the
Somme battlefield in 1917,
(and again after the war was
over), the land burst forth in a
blaze of scarlet with patches of
yellow charlock and white
camomile. Many graves of those
buried near the front line were
soon marked by the charlock
due to the seeds being released
when the grave was dug.

Lord Macauley drew attention
to the strange link of the
poppy with battle and put
forward the suggestion it should

be regarded as the flower of

More Language
Barriers?

Remember when hippie meant biy in the hips

And a trip involved travel in cars, plines or
ships?

When pot was a vessel for cooking things in

And hooked is what grandmother's rugs
might have been?

When fix was a verb meaning mend or repair

And be in meant simply existing somewhere?

When neat meant well arganised, tidy and
clean

And gruss was a ground cover, usually
green?

When lights and not people were wmed on
and off

And the pill was intended to help cure o
cough?

When groovy meant furrowed, with channels
and hollows

And birds were winged creatures like robing
and swallows?

When fuzz was a substance, all Nuffy like Jint

And bread came from bakeries, not from the
Mint?

When roll was a bun and rock was a stone

And hung-up was something you did 10 the
phone?

When chicken meant pouliry and bag was a
sack

And junk was just cast-offs and old brick-a-
beac?

When cat was feline, a kitten grown up

And lea was a liquid you drank from a cup?

When swinger was someone who swung in a
swing

And pad was sort of a cushiony thing?

When way-out meant distant and far, for
away

And man couldn't sue you for calling him
“gay™?

Words once so sensible, sober and serious

Are making the scene man, like psycho-
delirious,

It's groovy, dad, groovy - but English it's
not

Me lhi;xks that he Janguage is going 1o pol.

sacriﬁce and memorial.

PO. PRUNE AT SEA It |




— A RETURN TO TRUSCOTT +

Construction of this forward KAAF Base at Anjou Peninsula, NW Western
Australla commenced in 1943. It was simply,a "springboard” for our
operational Squadrons to penetrate enemy installatigns in the Indo-
nesian archinelago and Asian Islands. Operations from this remote RAAF
Base commenced in early 1944,

This was a secret air base during the war and made L[t possidble to
target key enemy installations which the Japanese considered to be
beyond our range. The area is currently leased to Santos by the WA '
Dept. of lands ¥ Surveys, on behalf of the traditional owners, the
Kalumburu community & used for oil exploration in the Timor Sea.

Little known is the fact that the existence of this base led to at
least one Japanese Commando Unit landing on the North Western Coast in
an unsuccessful search for this forwa ateging point.

A Javanese "Dinah" recconnaiscance aircraft located Truscott on the
20th; July 1944 & was shot down by Spitfires of 54 Sqdn RAF, so the
Bane remained secret to the end of the war.

molomn:nano:uonmnnououonnnumnawn:nocwsaﬂ:uaonntonon:‘N~d.

3, 24, 25 RAAP Liberators, 380th; Bomb Oroup USALF Liberators, 54,
S48, 549 RAF Spitfires, 2 RAAF Mitchells, 31 RAAF woncn»msnann. 1PRU
% A7 (PR) RAAF Mosquitos, 111, 112, 113, 114, & 115 Catalinas.

Some maintenance, supply, signals & defence units statlioned at or near
to Truscott were: - 1 % 14 Airfield Construction, 154, 161, 319 RADAR
RAAF, 317 RADAR & US LORAN'& Army Alrforce Communications on nearby
Sir Graham Moore Island, 344 RADAR on West Montalivet Island.

Army Support was:- 54 Mobile Heavy AA Regiment RAA; 134 Heavy AA Bty;
153 Light AA & 232 Light AA Btys; 67 AA Searchlight Bty; 2/2nd Boring Coy;
small units of Army transport, ship unloaders, signallers.

Our thanks to Howard Young, President of the Truscott Base Tribute
Commi ttee who has provided this outline. The editor is advised that the
committee is still gathering % seeking information re Squadrons & Units
that used Truscott Base, so the above statistics should not be regarded
as complete.

More than 3000 personnel of all gervices served at Truscott at the
height of its operational life.

Those of us who staged through Truscott will- recsll it perhaps, rather
falntly, as a somewhat nondescript, flat, wooded,coastal area, dominated
by one long landing strip, heading straight out to sea & carved out of

the light timber forest, The prepared strip was overlaid with Marsden
Matting steel mesh (very nolsy on touch down) The atay was lwnnpw.non

2 nights, in tented accommodation in a no frill camp, no lasting
impression can be recalled -- except perhaps for the excellence,

huge quantities and size of the Truscott oysters and the m:»an efficlency
of the groundcrews, It was largely regarded purely as a refuelling
station required to achieve the range needed & a place to rest up a night,
after completing a long sortie.

n«ruonunsouwooun-urwnno»ua:ow»nthOBcovno »wunazn
“m“mncam BASE amnmcam COMMITTEE has mooa formed at KUNUNURRA WA; to
perpe tuate the assocliations ormed at Truscott & preserve the memory of

those wha served and some who died there,

Two "RETURMS TO TRUSCOTT* have been held in 1992 & 1993 & a third is .

mw mmuam.zw.o..q(ounanncnnanoo-hnauvw<o unaaoﬁoo«on
Mwwuhnaonmuw um:: mand ce is held. To those Veterans & onﬁnnw wmna:npam.
this trip to one of Australia's last outposts is surely a pllgrimage.
Anyone contemplating attending in 1994 can obtain full details from
HOWARD YOUNG, PO Box 1108 KUNUNURRA WA. 6743.
Truscott Alr Base wan named in honour of SQULD K.w (
DFC % BAR - of 452, 602 &% 76 Sguadrons.

Bluey) TRUSCOTT

[ THE FLYING KANGAROO

The article in Bulletin No. 5 inspired by member Leizh Taylor on
the origin of the "flying Kangaroo™ HAAF insignia, has generated
aome replies, with the full facts & the "NITTY GRITTY" of the
origin now placed vefore you.

Fred Mnn<m=n an Association member & an erstwhile pilot on 456 Sgdn;
saye ; - " Early in 1941, a group of volunteer groundcrew left
Williamtown RAAF Base for service in England with the Royal Air Force.

On the voyage LAC HMcTeer & LAC Vidler made a stencil of a kangaroo,
copied from an old penny. A number of kitbags with this insignia were
soon the pride of many owners. Ron Vidlers'kitbag was donated to the
RAAF Museum, Point Cook?

Ron Vidler tells us: - "when I joined 456~ Night Fighter Squadron
at Valley in North Wales, I first put the —:amh:»m wn "suammo of a
Beaufighter MkII —RX-X, but it didn't look too good as the "Beaus"
were painted dead black all over. When the Souadron was at Middle
Wallop the idea of putting it on our Mosquitos really got going.

By 30th; June 1943 it was on all "A"™ Flight Mosquitos. When the Sgdn;
had moved to Ford,Sussex in 1944, it was on all "B" Flight Mosqui tos
as well. I heve a photo of Mosquito Mk XVII RX-J,(showing the “"Kanga"),
flown by FLTLT Stevens & FL er with two swastikas %
three flying bombs."™

Ron Vidler feels sure this was the first Mosquito to carry the insignia,
but without doubt No. 456 Squadron originated ¥ flew the kangaroco
ingignia, however unofficially,in 194% - 13 YEARS BEFORE THE INSIGNIA
WAS OFFICIALLY ALOPTED BY THE RAAF IN 1955,

—

The bulletin makes no claim other than crediting 456 Squadron, through
LAC's Vidler & Mc Teer,with odnwnsnnnum THE FLYING KANGAROO, which
was later used by commercial Air Lines the RAN, as well as the RAAF.

This matter of the Flying Kangaroo insignia, could lead to interesting
discuassion at the 456 Squadron reunion, to be held on Qth; to 12th;
May 1994 at Mulwala, NSW.

Editors note - Would be interesting to know i{f the story of the
fIylng kangaroo insignia's early origin in 456 Squadron, figures in
the Squadron's hisatory.

ZAN TATION

Jack March the Convenor of the proposed
reunion of F7(PR) Squadron in September
thig year, regretfully advizes ibis
function hasz been oancelled.

The reunion wes widely advertised in
service related publications & appeared
in this Bulletin.

Jack thanks those ex-personnel who have
indicated their interest, but considers
the numbers are {nsufficlent to ensure
viability % the well rounded enjoyment
& fellowship axpected on such &n
occasion.

tore note. Organising a reunion is
no easy task & Jack Ls to be thanked
for his efforts in arrangements for
the well balsnced programme he had
devimed for this reunlon. The 1993
reunion of RAAF Mosquito Squadrons
(Pacific Area) held at Richmond NSW.
could well have dampened entries for
»um proposed reunion at Williamtown in
1694.
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FINANCING THE RESTORATION OF
MOSQUITO AS52-600

As you are aware this aircraft is

owned by the RAAF, and to date all
costs of the project have been met
by the owners, with the exception

of a $§500 consultation fee advanc-
ed to the project by the Associat-
ion in our first year.

It is expected that the bulk of
restoration costs will be borne by
the RAAF, but in the present econ-
omic climate there could be times
when budgets may have to be
pruned or expenditure delayed,with
the undesirable loss of contin-
uity in the restoration resulting.

Paragraph No.4 in our "OBJECTS"
provides - " To raise funds
through entry fees, annua -
scriptions, donations & any ot
source decided by the Committee to
gcontribute to the costs ol rest-
oration of A52-600 and to promote
public awareness of the project."

Since the foundation of this
Association, unsolicited donations
to our funds have been gratefully
received from members, $1161-80
being donated in our 1st; year,
with $1126 received to date in
our 2nd; year.

As it is obviously in our

members best interests to ensure
that the restoration proceeds at
a steady rate - to see that this

unique, historic aircraft is ret- —— —— ——
in a reasonable period of years,

urned to a fully restored state,

NMOSSUITO A52-500
PROGHESS REPORT ON PLANS & WORK ON RZSTORATION.

T™e Team, headed by PLTLT 8. Graham have laid out an
ambitious programme for 1994. Simply, they 2lan to
complete all weodwork on the fuselage, with tail
gection & fin attached % cockpit camopy restored and
‘{n place. Works on the Wing will ccmmence.

Sex Goadby of Aercolastics and Structure . &
owner) of Towngville, following an approach oy FLTLT
Mike Mayrield, has kindly offered to sponsor the
recanstruction of the cockplt canony, vroviding the
exnertise and specialized labour required at no cost,
and with materials supplied at cost, This is a most
welcome sponsorship and Rex Goadby's contribution
2nd interest in the A52-600 project is gratefully
acknowledged.

The canony was shipped from Richmond NSW to
Townsville in December 1933%.,

The Team revorts:- Work is well on the way in 1994,
The wing Gox has been removed from the fuselage
malking it more amenable for continuing woodwork. Merv
Waghorn(one time Production Manager at the de
Hevilland plant at Bankstown NSW & with a wealth of
experience on the conmstruction of the Mosguito)is
kindly acting in an advisory capacity to the project.

Ee has proposed 2 simple method for rebuild of the
rear fuselage by constructing an auxiliary bulkhead
at the position of the tail fittings with auxiliary
stringers running from the major fuselage structure
on the inside of the skin to this bulkhead. The in-
side skin will then be 1sid around these stringers,
followed by the Balsa core and then the outer skin.
T™e auxiliary stringers will be removed and "Hi -
Presto™the project has a complete fusgelage. On com-
pletion of thia work the difficult task of the Wing
reconstruction will start, under the guidance of
Merv Waghorn. A sincere vote of thanks is recorded
here for the generous sharing of his expertise in
the planning of the various stages of this restor-
ation project, which has certainly speeded up the
process of the rejuvenation of Mosquito A52-500.

OC Project, FLTLT Steve Graham tells us the above

programme up to the Wing stage, is expected to be

completed before you receive this Bulletin.
Further progress revorts will be outlined in later
Bulleting through the year.

vour Committee feels members generally,may wish to contribute to The
A52-600 Regtoration Fund held in our Accounts, currently with a credit

Palance of §1187.80. ALl

The Associations Annual Report.

donations will be acknowledged' by name only in

The Association is registered as a public museum with the Tax Office and
donations of $2.00 and upwards are deductible for taxation purposes.

The decision to make a contribution of this nature is a personal matter

for the individual member, and
by your committee.

no pressure on the membership is intended

It is the committee's intent to seek Corporate Membership and Sponsorship
and this will be another source of revenue for the project. Already one

Corporate

Sponsor (as advised elsewhere in this
complete a specialized task at no labour cost,

Members deciding to support a fund drive should make chegues out to
he Association, crossed not negotiable and forwar o the Secretary/

Your contributions will be applied 25 —————
follows :- Initially outlays from the

Restoration Pund will be directed
towards cost of canopy reconstruc

ments, assistance in wing reconstruction
and other financial assistance in the pro

time to time.

tion; %raciﬁé‘& acquisitiéhiof instru-

issue) has undertaken to
with materials at cost.

\

costs, restoration of rudder
ject as indicated by need from
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Our Man In The Field

FLTLT Mike Mayfield has been involved in t} A52-600 rest n,
since the aircralit arrived at RAAF Base Richmond in 1989, in bo a
hands on & administrative capacity. His forte however, is undoubtedly
in tracing bits & pieces required r 1tion & "persuading"

or arranging "swe sponsorT urther the progress of

ke igs a Pilot ;nﬁv'nqlflb'::PFVifut
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wish to become a sponsor of the Restoration of de Havilland Mosquito
PR Mk.XVI - A52-600 and enclose my personal contribution of § __
to the Restoration Fund, administered by the Association.

Cheques should be drawn teo The Mosguito Aircraft Association of
Australia and crossed not negotiable. Hecelpis wi be 1ssued by
Tirst malil.

Donations of §2.00 and upwards are an allowable Tax deduction.

Note. - This form with your contribution should be forwarded to
Jhe Secretary, The Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia,

4/18 Gordon Street,
raralgon, Victoria, 3844.
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Questionnaire,

1) Should it be possible to arrange a meeting of the Association and
an inspection of the A52-600 restoration at Richmond NSW; at some
Time in the future, would you be interested in attending

YES [ NO [_] Tick applicable decision
No committment is required at this stage, as the inspection of
AS72-600 will be best delayed until the restoration is well advanced.
This detail is required purely to obtain your indication of interest.

The meeting would extend from (possibly) a Friday afternoon regist-
ration, Saturday - meeting and inspection of project - Association
dinner at night. Sunday - Fellowship & departures. It is envisaged
that most members attending would be staying at the same venue.
Would you like your wife or other companion to attend YES / NO

iil**iﬁ*iliilli!lii*il***il*llii#l*lii!i‘lii*iii****i**iiii*iliiilill

2) Bulletin. Have you any suggestions that you would like to see
incorporated in the Bulletin ? If so here's your opportunity - all
suggeastions will receive solemn comnsideration and put into
practice where desirable and practical.

Your constructive criticism is also invited.

Don't forget to keep your contributions in material
coming in . They will be used wherever possible and your editor
is most dependant on this source to provide a well balanced
Association journal - with something for evergone.

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
----------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------
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