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This cover is a tribute to
the little lauded men of
The"Ack Ack, whose devotion
to their duty played a
large part in securing the
peace in 194%, when, in
the face of great danger
they ably defended our
advanced airfields cour~-
ageously, with no protect
ion from the attacking
aireraft whatesoever.

’

This photograph of a BOFOR GUN and CREW, clearly indicates the extireme
lack of protection for the gun crew (with the exception of the gun pit),
in the face of enemy air strikes on the air strips protected by these
brave men.

We lesser souls could go to ground in slit trenches, or what have you at

-

the screech of the siren, but the gun crews had to "tough it out" in an
open & vulnerable position ae indicated by this photograph, often the
first strike target of the attacki ircraft. Regrettably little is
reraft crews who so ably and with
ind alr strips in Ww2,

;
recorded of the bravery of the t
ge defended our airfiel

great coura

Donations of $2 and upwarde are allowable Tax deductions. v



\The Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia —
Q/IGAGorgon St;

Dear Member,

At the AGM on the 11th; August 1937, itteel, commendation
Lhat all fees remain unchanged,was adopted. So the annual subscription
has been kept to $20.00 for the past four years, with only one increase
from $15.00 in our first year.

You will note in the Annual Reports that the Association will make
donation of f RA : e -

2 KA oward ] OBLE O EgLOXs on o

iis year. This will deplete the credit built up over
ne past five years,by careful budgeting of costs of operation of the
Association, together with .donations received from Members and the
general public. Their support in making this contribution towards the
A52-600 project is greatly appreciated.

With the move to the RAAF Museum at Point Cook and the overall plan
of the RAAF to complete the restoration in 2001,is a clear indication
that we have a continuing committment of financial support to the
A52-600 project.

With your Subscription Account below, we have made provision for
those members who wish to make a donation to include it with the sub-
scription payment, It should be made quite clear that no pressure is
intended and whether you subscribe to the restoration is entirely your
prerogative,
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——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— - -
C¥r ore HERE

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION NOW_DUE.
Please complete the detail beneath and return to the Secretar Treasurer

with your payment.
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------------------------------------------------------ ﬁ;-'—“-’;--’v—c—---—-—---
.

encloge Annual Subscription of §20 for the year ending 30/6/1998
Please place X in square if receipt is required. []
Note Receipts for donations over $2.00 are acceptable as allowable tax

deductions, and the Association receipt will be forwarded for all such
donations.

Annual Subscription. $ 20.00
Donation to A52-600 Restorati Fund.

Total 8




THE BOFORS 40 MM ANTI ATRCRAFT GUN, - was originally designed in Sweden,
and was indeed a very fine defensive weapon. It was manufactured in at
least two versions, the ship mounted naval type and the wheel carriage
mounted land version. The land versions developed from a rather simple
fully manual weapon, hand cranked and manually sighted, to the last
version being radar directed and electrically trained.

200 BOFORS guns were manufactured in Australia during WW2 znd were used
extensively 1n our anti aircraft defence systems. This gun fired 120
shells per minute to an altitude of 22000 feet.

This photograph is obviously taken somewhere in the Pacific War Zone and
is typical of a BOFORS gun emplacement and Crew at the end,or elsewhere
on the perimeter of a coral based airstrip, even to that old war horse
the "KITTYHAWK" airborne almost over the gun pit. Perhaps some of you
amongst our membership can more closely identify this strip.

The BOFORS Crew Photograph is taken from the flyer on the book"THEIR SACRIFICE¥
produced by Rob Linn for the Australia Remembers, 1945-1995 S.A. Commi ttee and
The Department of Veterans Affairs. This is a fine soft cover, pictorial
record of the activities of all those, both civilian and defence services,

who contributed to the Allied War effort in 1939-1945. Published by Open Book

Publishers, 205 Halifax St; Adelaide, South Australia. = :

“THE_HORNET”

Laddie Hindley, a member and sn ex RAAF pilot has written to the
editor extolling the virtues of the gde Havilland Hornet, which he had the
ood fortune to fly in 1952. Laddie was the second last Commanding
gfficer of No 87 PR Squadron, which was disbanded in December 1353. On.
the 29th;Aug;'53 with FO Wood in Mosquito A52-305,in company with two
other Mosquitos,were part of the very last RAAF photographic survey run,
which was flown over Noonkanbah, Western Australia.

Laddie writes.- YA few bulletins back, there was a short article on
the little brother of the the Mosquito - The de Havilland Hornet.

I would be surprised if there were more than a handful of Australians
that had the opportunity to fly the Hornet. Just after Christmas 1952,
Mike Wood, Nav; and I,pilot were posted to No 81 PR Squadron, RAF on
exchange duties, based at Seletar, Singapore. After a short familiar-
isation period, we were sent to Butterworth, Malaysia with a detachment
:;de uptof 30 technicians, another pilot and navigator and two Mosquito
rcraft.

Butterworth at that time was purely a RAF base. Included among the
air elements was a Hornet Squadron. As fortune would have it, a request
came through the RAAF Headquarters at Singapore for me to carry out trials
on the Hornet and assess its suitability for medium and high altitude
photography.

Any pilot that flew and liked (who wouldn't)the Mosquito would love

the Hornet. Slipping into the cockpit was reminiscent of getting into a
Kittyhawk or Spitfire, but with the advantage of forward vision. The take
off was a dream with pno torgque effeet due to the contra rotating props.

As an ex fighter pilot, I was in a good position to assess the
Hornet's aerobatic performance, It was everything one could ask for.

An interesting side to the Hornet and it's aerobatic performance was
a display over the base by a RAF pilot. I was quite impressed, but at the
time thought that he was pulling excessive "G'" as vapour stireamers were
coming off the wingtips.

Being of similar construction to the Mosquito, the inevitable happen-
ed and the Hornet started to disintegrate. The pilot bailed out, but the
chute didn't fully open in time and he hit the water hard only 30 yards
gfg the beach, receiving severe physical damage, however, thankfully he

survive.

Over a flying career of 20000 hours and many types of aircraft, if
asked what aircraft I enjoyed flying most, I would without hesitation say
r 4

" v "
Cheers, Laddie Hindley
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In our last Bulletin, member Ron Daniel, then on RAAF service in Korea,
recalled how a USAAF Mustang fighter flew through the cockpit of his C47
Dakota, only just landed at Suwon Airfield.

Through member David Vincent, the following extract from "AIRCRAFT", April
1982 vividly and pictorially recounts this unusual incidenft, The reminder
to Ron will undoubtedly refresh old memories of dicey days asnd raise the
hackles on the back of his neck.

p— A SEQUEL TO MEMBER RON DANIFEL'S RECORD OF FLYING SERVIC
v

()

i PR/,
Dakota memories(ﬁ,ﬁ;‘)

-

YOUR article on “Dakota Memories"
(January Aircraft) has stirred a few of my
own, but I feel I must correct a small
error and reassure Colonel Argent that a
RAAF Dakota did not fall into the hands
of the Chinese at Pvongyang — or K23 as
we knew it.

1 was co-pilot on the last RAAF aircraft
(the second last aircraft of all) out of K23
on 4t cember 1950, together with Flt
Lt Ron Daniel (Captain), FlIt Lt Frank
Barkla (Navigator), and W/O “Blue" Lang
(Wireless Operator).

The same crew was aboard Dakota
A63-74 at Suwon (K13) two davs later on
6th December 1950, when a P51 Mustang,
the lead aircraft in a section which was
taking off towards us on the runway,

2 c
accompanying photographs show.

Believe me, the si ht of a P51 right on
top_ Of us, undercarriage almost re-
tracted, and carrying two drop lanks of
napalm and eight rockets, was awesome
@s it filled the windscreen just before we
ducked beneath the glare shield!

The Chinese advance was held up
sufficiently to allow A65-74 to be stripped
of all useful components and then ex-
ploded before Suwon was also overcome
in the first week of January, 1951,

LLF. MURTAGH

RAAF C47 AB5-74, as “decapitated”™ at Suwon, Korea, by a P51 Mustang, We are assured
that the crew were “well below" the instrument panel — thus avoiding & simitar fate!

6 Kupara Stréet,
Nerang, Queensland, 4211

The Four Crew
You can always tell a gunner
By his vacant, steely stare,

You can always tell a bombardier
By his manner debonair.

You can always tell a navigator
By his pencils, books and sach.

You can always tell a pilot
But you cannot tell him muth.

FiyPast January /797

The president of the company was addressing the board of
directors. “All opposed to my proposal will reply by saving., 'l DID YOU KNOW?
resign.’” That the first recorded flight

— by man was in BC 2000, when

| the father of Chinese Emperor
Call o Arms Shun, ordered him to the top of

2 X a grana h i
ON A South Pacific island dunng World War 11, 4 bad moment had g 1Y SPEINE0 SECI-oR

in one of the batdes. The J harging the foxhole i 2
come in one e batdes. The Japanese were charging the foxhole in j
which an Aussie and an American were crouching together. b The youth grabbed BN Wios
As the enemy bore down on them, the Yank said, “This is it, Aussie! rimmed reed coalie hats,
Himnainbios Pisil Elathost® jumped and floated safely to
“Listen, mate,” growled the Australian, “this is no tme t be thinking l e grouns!

about women!” — [ill Wannan, My Kind of Country (Higby)
e e a——




e —

-sueiy yo jusupIedeq oyl JO youelg UOFIESTISSAUI JUSPTIOV ITV SUL

‘Moys oy3 e3ardwod

o oysTM Aey3 3IeyY3 pPepTOsSp ATSATIOSIIOD s3017d AerdsTp I9y3lo 8yl
u.wﬁudwmoun puTAT3 2y3 ut AeTep INOY OM3 ® DBUTMOTTOJF enNUT3IUCD O3
MOUS 9Uy3 MOTI® O3 PapTosp "¥°V°'D aYyj pue SWOIPOISY S9ITYSROURT] ayyr

*sbeyoeam butuing a8yl 3no M:Q
° dol 03 I93doo

03 Dp8ATiIe spebTIq SITF oYL " ISJSSYOURKH ‘1e37dsoH w
-TT24 TeABN TeAON AQq UMOTJ PUEB DII2A0D9I 3I9M Koyl *satpoq om3 3T
ut BuTpury ‘3IFLIDITE 9yl JO 3ITAYO0D 8Yy3 yowax 03 abeyoaam bButuang
sy3 ybnoiyz Aem I1Teyl 3Iybnolz gotpewered HBUTPNIOUT SWES] OSNOSSY

-p1oT3 o3je3jod AQIesu B O3UT UMOIYF SeM STIQed 'Ynoibaspun ISusp

UT P9IINDD0 YseId oYL ‘Aemrojom ZIW SY3 WOIJ STTW ® JTEY 3noqe
pue ‘PTST3ITe 9Yy3 JO 3SeM S[TW T INOQe SSOW FVYD UO SPOOM YORTd
SP UMOUY PURTDOOM UT SewelJ O3UT 3SING pue payseId o3TnbsoN Iyl

‘punoxb ay3l o3uUT BUTYseIdD PTOAR O3 8wty

ur dn 1ind o3 @rqeun ses ay Arejeunijzojun “33009 Inoqe o3 BuTATP
'DIP @Y STY3 PU® [OIJUOD UTRHSI OF SATP ® OJUT IJRIDATR SUI and
2017d oyj "urds 3IB[I B O3UT JUSM FIJRIDATE BY3 pue drp ow U998 SEeM
HuUTM 3JOT OUl 'eATP ® o3juT ob 03 UMOp optsdn sem 37T os ‘3ubrI 8
03 I9A0 3JRIDITE oY3 ParTox 30TTd aY3l 3JFeU3 PIJUSImMOD SSIUITM SUO
-urds B O3UT JUSM 3JeIDITE SY3 UOSEIT SWOS JIOJ YOTUM purmoi ol
‘uzn3 1Te3s ® Aq pemolrol quilo deejs e buyeq se SWOS Agq peqraios
-8p SBeM aIAneouURW STYL *3IJ000‘T 3INOQE O3 PAqUTID pu® PISTIITE

ay3 Jo ebpe ay3z peyoEaI 3IJRIDATE IY3 unt Ae1dsTp ® J0 pus 3yl v

-mdgg T 3¢ I93SeYD ILSU ‘USpIeMEH 3I® [OIJUOD
2T33eal ITY 03 pejIrodel seMm UseID ayj DUP pPIeOq UOC #3ID 3U3
Y3TM uo3lIeg I03 o3norue wdge'ZT I° UOIYBNOIY 3IIST IFRIDATE UL

- S3Unooo¢ SsoujlM ohe uo
poseq SJUSAS JO AIBumms - J1o9350youeH 'DIOJIES IvoU MOUSITY uojIed

-~

9cti ISNENY ¢l TOA LHISSOW HHLw 3I0BIIXH

r—— G aded uo panuUIIUY)
‘2580 B9yl

30U ST STY3 3IPYI POINSSE 9g 9SEeTd "S3017d ITeY3 FO uey3 3Jeld
~ITe 3bejUTA JO uOTIEPATEsSeId 8yl INOQE PIUIIIUCD SI0Ww We T eyl
Jybnoys aq sdeysed ubTw 3IT JUNCOOW PAOQE BY3 Ybnoxyz Hurpesr uo

*s1t1031adax STY3 UT SOTIVQOISR [9AD]
MOT SPNISUT O3 AIVSS8O8U 30U ST 3T pue ButAyy 3FeIdaTe 89s9yl 9IS
o3 sderdsTp puazje oy7igqnd [eisu=b ay3 3IPY3 pus3ucd pinom I Ar3seq

43T Sa90p

Ing ‘butdes jnoy3zim ob prnoys sTy3 ATieanjen ‘sydoijzse3led JO ST
3sa[1ews a8yl usAd AIIeD 3IPY3 salanaouel Aur 0324 03 pueR TO0IJUOD
I93ybr3 yonw asyorsxa 03 siostazedns Avidsta I03 surewsy A(uo 3T

“Azynbur ue burionpuoo ST 3I0d |

“3jeanxte enbyun v puw jo17d peosusaraedxs ATybTy ® jo ssof
oT6pI3 Y3 UT PAJINSST urebr PUV SWITIIXS Y3 UT SESSINO8I aIT 3833
JO spaipuny SJIaw ® IV BF “d ¥ UT “I[OX MOTS ‘uUax03l sWeSs ay3 Ag

*s$30usnbssuoD [NIPeaIp YONS YITM ‘DPIasSSIUITA SAPY SM SP ‘Swod3Ino
Quo sary A(uUo prnoo 3833 000'T 3I® 23TnbsoN v uy usddey o3 sTUl
203 pue ‘utrds v ojuyr burdolsasp JO ¥STI SY3l PaTiIes sAPMI® sSuany
11935 (1Y3oW I9bTl ® ut ybnous snoxspuep ag PInNoOA 3I) *3887 000’1
30 3uole 331 - 3ybray Aue je ‘ojzrnbson v ur suiny 1Iv3s 3dwey

-3% 03 putw AW PSSSOID ISA® IT NUTYI 30U Op I -"asev1d X003 IBUM

30 JUNnODO® SIBINDOP U 2g 03 3T Butwnsse sdealv - Jarvraq saebbaq
31ssoW, 3Isnbny ay3y jo 9 abwd U0 PAQTIDSSP S3IUSA9 JO sduanbss syl

‘¥SN) o43 pue AXjunoo

STU3 3C 3be3TIaY [POTINRUOISE ayy U] @joy bi1q v Soyel S50] Sidl
pUE pS5FTdoT o 03 JOA® 'MOUY I 59 I9J §F 'A[eyTlun =sie goiym
S3555F SSo[e01Jd 4304 OJoM ‘JOUNNS 3SP| PIOIXNQg 3P poaioijzsap
BUTUIUDTT BE 'd 9UY3 PUR g2 ¥Y £3IJRIDaTe abejuTa burjerjsuowsp
daym Araernoriaed ‘sderdsta 3@ 3N0 pPITIIed 3IP IRY3 SaTaAnsouRw
30 3I0S JY3 IJA0 PISTOISXS ST [O0IJUOD ISIDTIIS IPY} 0TI 37

sT :ATeweu ‘sastye uorisanb snotiss e eyl 3sebbHns o3 perredwod
1833 I 'pauxsdoucd [1e 03 309dsSal 3IsSowin 8yl YITA PUR ‘PIRS IBUL

*SIATT ITSY3 FISOT AI1anID O5 oym uUOSIVM
usydajys pueR SSNOYJIOOH UTAIN IO SITITWRI ay3 I03 Arejersdsap
ST@83 IUO pue pssputr O1bEI] SBM MBID SIT pUPR £52 ¥NM JO SSOT

3yl :yseid ayy jo uOmuv>ou:wammoz,0:u INOge SIUSUMIOD JIJTIM YL
\

“IG°0AD “¥OSSATS TOYL LdD/D A8 - 667 ¥H OLINOSOW J0 HSVED aHL

Ltbol TTIAY 9| TOA WIISSOW HHLu 30BITXH

682 HH ojTnbsop

96. ATNT - 50, 114dV- 662484 OLINDSOW




THE DE HAVILLAND

AIRCRAFT CO. LTD.

o

® ACHIEVEMENTS IN WAR

TECHNICAL PREPAREDNESS FOR PEACE

MR. ALaN S. BUTLER. the Chairman, presiding at
the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of The de Havilland
Aireraft Co., Ltd., said ;e

Explanations of various items on the accounts
have besn given in the notes accompanying the
accounts, already in your hands. I shall therefore
coafine myseif now to a review of the Company's
achievements and prospects.

The ended S . _has once
again shown t turnover in the Company's
history. By reason of E.P.T., however, the profit,

£49,215, is almost identical with that of the previous
year.

1t is with Mnunn sorrow and regret that I record
the passing of Mr. T. P. Mills, for I8 years a sound
counsellor in the Board Room of our Company.
His general common.sense and trained legal mind
are much missed by us all.

Let us take stock of our position to-day. Within
J| the compass of our numerous and widespread
| activities we have been able to make an outstanding
| contribution to the war effort. In the past three
years our deliveries of aircraft, engines and pro-
pellers' have had an aggregate value of fifty-nine
million pounds. It is interesting to observe that
after paying for materials. labour,.taxation, eté., the
<balance lelt for dividends to sharehoiders and for
ploughing back into the business by way of reserves
during these three years has been £140,000.
SUCCESS OF THE MOSQUIT

The Mosquito, conceived independently out of the
lessons of our own experience, has proved an ex-
nnn&:.t_& efficient weapon and was the fastest
aircraft in the war for two and a half years, It is
certainly the most versatile. .

(e 1dea D¢

d the Mosquito served in no ol b
reconnaissance it would be said to have done a fine
job for the Allied cause, for photographic intelligence
rnu in a large measure been responsible for our
victory over the enemy. The Mosquito has
taken the major part of all the long-range photo-
graphic and metcorological reconnaissance of the
continent of Europe, and of vast arcas of south-
eastern Asia. It has been extensively used by the
United States Air Force for similar work.

On the other hund, if the Mosquito had been used
as a pathfinder and nothing clse it would have made
& great contribution to the defeat of Germany. foc
she Mosquito has been carrying the most important
of all the remarkable pathfinding apparatus, and
_did most of the target marking which made possible
the destruction of the great arsenals of Germany.
All the primary marking for D-Day was done by
Mozquitoes.

d -

JET AIRCRAFT PROSPECTS

Gestapo headquarters buildings, often among other
houses in the streets of occupied cities, and destfdying
them with a minimum of surrounding damage.

As a night bomber it has proved especially effective
and mm.nw..:.lnm.n .Bn_m«..lan to Berlin as big a load as
some contemporary four-engined bombers requiring
large crews and a fighter escort, m.n.. with an excep-
tionally low casualty rate. In the final 36 consecutive
night bombings of Berlin Mosquito losses, in thou-
ands of sorties, were sbout one-half of one per cent.

As a fighter, the ZoJ::o has, since 1942, wken
over.the main responsibility for the night defence of
the British Isles. lts high speed not only baulked
every. German attempt to raid this country, even
usin: ..nwn pircraft with a small load (in emulation
of the Mosquito bombing technique) but enabled
Mosquitoes 1o shoot down 600 ahnu bombs in the
first and worst 60 nights of the menace. As a fighter
and mw_:u?coacnn the Mosquito has also done
valusble intruder work against enemy night-fighter
defences. communications, and troop movements,
especially during the great retreats zeross France and
across Germany, and against the Japs in Burmna.

3 =S and their defending
4 on ocean patrol and in defended
coastal waters, the Mosquito has accomplished much
destruction with 20 mm. and six. der guns, with
bombs, and with rocket iles. Its speed and
mancuvrability make it effective for low-level minc-
laying in narrow waters, such as the Kiel Canal.

For high-s; i i
as lor civil air-line duly across cnemy territory it
has done work that no other aircraft could periorm,
making many remarkable flights. Tt has lowered the
time for the Atlantic crossing progressively down to
about five and a haif hours. It has flown to Egypt
in five and a haif hours, and to India in 124 hours.
It has frequently flown to Russia and back in a day,
and during the Moscow conference Mosquitoes made
21 single trips between England and Moscow in Il
days, each taking only about five hours. Also during
the Yalta conference the Prime Minister's correspond-
ence and his London newspaper were dolivered (o him
avery morning by Mosquito aircraft. :

ve

§ and, Tn more advanced versions,
take a leading part in the i i

About 6,000 Mosquitocs have so [ur been buiit.
(exrracT)

Fri6HT MAgaziNE -oJume 281945

A section from the Annual Report,

This report by the chairman at the AGM held by the de Havilland Aireraft Lo;
22 YEARS AGO, clearly indicates the tremendous impact that the Mosquito air-
craft had on the outcome of WW2, and quite understandably, the pride of the
Company in their production of this very fine all purpose airorarft,

CRASH OF MOSQUITO AIRCRAFT RR299

Iong had thie aircraft been a strong favourite when
flying on the Buropean Air Show Circuit and this
loss is sadly felt. At this date no result of the
enquiry into the crash, to our knowledge, has been
released. However the commentaries by GRPCPT J.A.G.
Slessor CVO DL on page 4, and Eric Atkins, DFC*
Chairman of The Mosquito Aircraft Association, ;
following on this page,may throw some light on this
most unfortunate accident.

When the enguiry ie concluded and results known,
members will be further advised. -£«.

continued from page 4

Eric Atkins has replied - I entirely agree with your remarks

ut aerobatics in ese priceless vintage aircraft. Insurance
Companys already have very stringent rules about operating prac-
tices, but perhaps they need to think again about criteria of
height, speed, and manceuvres.

I have not seen any report y:t on the crash of RR 299, but the
rumour circulating is that a fuel injection problem was the cause
of the stall and spin at the top of a climb. I would be mildly
surprised if Kevin Moorhouse indulged in aerobatics; he operated
strictly by the rules and usually gave a 'straight and level’
flypast, which was 'inspiring but not exactly 'exciting'. As you
know, it is still possible to give a fine display of the Mosquito
by aiming it at the crowd and then, within safe distance, doing a
tight 'get away from target, bombs gone', turn. The other BAe
pilot, Peter, won a trophy for the best display at an airshow
doing this manoeuvre.

The P. 38 accident appears to have been due entirely to pilot
error. The pilot, though very experienced carried out the manoceu-
vre at too low an altitude for safety in an attempt
the crowd an impressive display.

to give

Unfortunately, we, who have a high regard for vintage aircraft
and are satisfied just to see them fly are probably in a minority
4L an Air Display. People go there to be thrilled.
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NOTICES ETC.

VALE

HOTE_ 464 Squadron ex Alrcrew members

"Gil" Lundberg. late of

HM%W-M Aviation
Artist and member of this
Association 1is working on
a painting of a flight of
464 Mosquitos, with
release as & iimited
edition print. He hopes
to have the prints eigned
by ex 464 Squadron

rcrew, whose aircraft
may well be part of the
painting, Part of the
sales proceeds will be
donated to this Associa-

Buln Buln Rd; Drouin East.
relevant dates unkpown but
early this year.

detachment to Borneo in
operation over Tarakan and

wag awarded a Mention in

042 962643 || Pespatches for the part he

"Gil" was a
FLTLT Pilot on 87 PR Squadron
and completed I8 operations in
Mosquito aircraft. He was 0OC

Mosguito A52-604, flying one

Balikpapan in A52-500, "GIL"

indicating
signatories.

tions' Restoration Fund.

MAX would atﬁreciate hearing from ex Aircrew members of 464 Sqdn;
eir willingness to be part of this project.

will be no travel involvement as Max
P L

A i

played in the Borneo Campaign

plans to travel to
AX A LH ADDRISS

\

1)

of Igaqo
A Foundation member of this
Asrociation he is sadly missed.

There
the

Get Your Story

on Tape

Wi Commander Graham Walton, Cnmmm
Ogtg:ﬂ. Central ghotogmpluc Establishment,

Williams, has written
Force personnel to place on record for
archival purposes their contributions to thi oounugs
military aviation history. He is anxious that the RAAF's
heritage be preserved.

It is proposed to set up interviews to be recorded on
broadcast quality video. This would create a database of
names, places and events, thercby forming a library of
footage and information readily accessible for any
production. Also, private photographic collections could
be recorded with appropriate ‘voice over'.

Subjects would cover all ranks, as well as wives.
Interviews would be uncensored and a copy of any
recording would be returned to the subject for editing at
their discretion. It is anticipated that a recording session
would take about three hours, in the subject’s own home
if necessary.

Anyone interested in taking part in this project should

inting out a need for retired Air
rity and

contact Fl':ihl Sergeant Ray Bennell on (03)9256 2359

the first man.

Three Probians were discussing what their grandchildren
would be saying about them fifty years hence. “I would like my
grandchildren to say, ‘“He was successful in business,” declared

“Fifty years from now,” said the second, “T want them to say,
‘He was a loyal family mah."" Tuming to the third man, he asked,
“And what do you want them to say about you in fifty years?”

“Me?" the third one replied. “T want them to say, ‘He certain-

ly looks good for his age.ll

One for the newer members.

Following some requests for copies of earlier
Bulletins, reprints have been run and are now
avallable to members, particularly those who
have joined since the foundation of the
Association in 1992. If you would like to have
a complete set of Bulletins, just advise the
numbers of the Bulletins required. Cost is $2

per Bulletin plus postage, you will be sent an
account with the Bulletins ordered.

during working hours, or (03)9742 5891 after hours. Please send your orders to The Secretary. £/
MEMBERSHIP - now totals 261 with the rollowing additions admitted since
the issue of the last Bulletin. A very warm welcome is extended to these
new membersa,
D.J. Crotty David 3/9% Weddin Crc; Palmerston 2195-Curator. Aviation
enthusiast
T.G.Patrick Trevor 10 Lawrence Rd; Kenthurst 2156 - Pharmacist.
P.B.Rothwell Peter 9 Beach St;Emu Plaing 2750-SQDLD Engineer RAAF.
D.A.Harris Doug 9 Waterview St; Woy Woy 2256, RAAF Stores
Borneo and Japan.
J.S.Reynolds"Rowdie" 46/279 Morrison Rd; Ryde 2112-Nav/W No.87 PR Sqdn.
AUDITOR'S STATEMENT pL
The accounts of the Mosquito Aircraft Association of Australia for the year ended 30 Henry (“ANDY™
June, 1997 have been audited. MQ___LQW

In my opinion, the Balance Sheet and accompanying Operating Statements are properly
drawn up 30 a3 to give a true and fair view of the affairs of the Association as at 30 June,

1997 and results of the operations for the year

Peter F Wood, JP

Honorary Auditor 9 July, 1997

"ANDY" Jjoined this Association on-the

27/9/92. He served on No.456 RAAF
Mosquito Squadron, operating over
‘l'-:’ggope with merit and distinction in

Our expressions of deep sympathy are

extended to "Billie" and family.




A52-600 on Display

A feature of the duties performed by our volunteers at
Richmond, both servicemen and civilians, has been the
tting up of AS52-600 for display and conducting
interested groups through the inspections, :
This delightful photo of PO Dave Disorio with a
bright looking group of some of the children
from the primary school at Glossodia, NSW,
attending an inspection at RAAF Base
Richmond on the 25/3/97, records a I

N

practical demonstration of one of
the Objects of this Association; viz:

No.5 To advance and pregerve the
memory of those persons who designed,
produced, Ilew and serviced the LHIS
Mosquito Aircraft.

Qur sincere thank you to all the
volunteers, who have assisted in the
many aspects of work on this import-
ant restoration, since the aireraft
was first based at Richmond in 1989,
their enthusiasm and dedication will

t be forgotten. ;

REPORT ON AGE IN TRARALGON ON MONDAY THE IIthj AUGUST IQo7

26 members apd guests attended jincludipg 5 of the Richmond Volunteers,
namely Fred Morgan, Hamish Cuming, Ron Scott, Pred Waski and Bill Wells,
accompanied by Ron Vassie our NSW Representative, SQDLDR Peter Rothwell,FLTLT Tim
Higegs both of 503 Wing, Riohmond and FLTLT Mike Mayfield pilot of 37 Squadron,
Annual Fees -~ As.recommended by the outgoing Committee, were fixed by the members
present as before. A notice for payment of the $20 Annual Subscription is
attached to this Bulletin: Members' early payment of the Subscription will be
greatly appreciated.

Executive and Committee ~ The outgoing officers as nominated were elected as
follows i1-
President R, Ripper Vice President K. Johnston Socrot::x/ Treas, A.L. Davies

Committee J,Burgess, J.Graham, C.Ryan, R.Skinner,

Move of A52-600 to RAAFP Museum., Discussed fully with emphasis from the volunteers
om the importance of preparation of the fuselage and other sections, to ensure
safe transport. It is hoped that the volunteers may play a part in this important
tasgk,

Reports . SQDLIR Gary Westly and FLTLT Tim Higgs are thanked for their reports to
the AGM, There are many points of great interest in these reports and members are
urged to read them fully., The RAAF Museum Report, outlines ocurrent policy on
historic aircraft restoration and the plans in hand and priority for A52-600,

Melbourne and suburbam members PLEASE NOTE SQDLDR Westley's invitation to such
members as are interested in assisti the restoration as volunteers, to telephone
him or Mr, David Gardiner with their particulars. Tel: 92 61279 or 92561

6bnerll discussion. The "to Fly"or"not to Fly" situation was fully aired as was
the intention of theRAAF to restore A52-600 to an airworthy standard, but overall
static condition.

The Richmond Volunkeers' development of A52-600 as a progressive restoration
exhibit for the benefit of the viewing public, was most favourably received., It
was noted this is also the intention of the RAAF Museum,

Donation Members were advised that the Association expected to make a donation
of 525000 %o the RAAF later this year ta be expended on the restoration of A52-600.

The meeting closed at 3.30 pm, followed by afternoon tea,




the Z0th; June 1997 and
tabled on 11tn; August 1997,

MEMBERSHIP. 25 new members were attracted tc the Assoclation in the
past Wowﬁ from the efforte mainly,of existing members. However with

forfeitures of 11 and the decease of § members, our membership increase
iz limited to 8 for the year under review., Details are as owa.
Membership as at 1/7/96 248
Add New members enrolled 25
273
Less Membershipe forfeited 11
752
Less Members deceased -5
Total as per member' Reglster 256

iE RESTORATION. In terms of restoration works on A52-600, the year has
been somewhat auam«uounannw. with both funding and priorities at a low
ebb. However the Volunteers, most of whom are members of this Assoc-
iation, have been active in numerous weekly activities most necessary to
forward the restoration. Recently they have been preparing the aircraft
for the move to Point Cook, Victoria, includi air pressure hosing to
dissipate dust and enclosing the fuselage in plastic coverings.

A most important aspect of their work this past year has
been the emphasis on preparing and displaying the restoration as a unon
ressive Museum restoration project . 8 has received great public int-
erest at the organised visits by mnoc“a on many occasions, notably on
the OPEN DAY at Richmond on thel!7th; November 1396, as part of the
RAAF's 75th; Anniversary.

The most notable and indeed unexpected happening of the
year was the RAAF deciegion to transfer A52-600 to the RAAF Museum at
Point Cook, Victoria for completion, as part of the Heritage Aircraft
Flight. This move is expected to take place during August/September 1997,

The RAAF objective is complete restoration to static

dieplay satate by the year 2001, with taxying capability decided later.
There are currently no plans to restore A52-600 to flying
condi tion.

Thie move to the RAAF Museum has nesturally been a blow
to the "Richmond Volunteers"™, who have done 80 much to keep the project
afloat in difficult times. We apgplaud their stirling efforte, Letters of
commendation to the Volunteers from this Association, were presented to
them individually in December 1396.

The Association has made contact with SQDLD Gary Westley
the Commanding Officer of the RAAF Museum and the Committee will visit
Point Cook when the project is set up there. The RAAF has advised that -
progressive reports on the restoration will be made available to the
Commi ttee,

To some, the decision to restore AS2-5N0 to static
dieplay, later with perhape taxying capanility,will bde disapnointing. On
reflection however, flight would subject this historic, one off aircraft
with war and peace operational background, to obvious risxs to crew and
aircraft, which must be avoided.

= e 00

PUBLIC RELATIONS. With minimal restoration progress there has been little
to report to media, and this part of our PH has suffered. This position
willbe altered with the arrival of A5S2-600 at Point Cook, and the various
media points will be advised of the move from Richmond, with the current
plans for the completion of the project, as advised under"The Restoration"

on the previous page.

mthmmkw. The keen interest of the general public has been most obvious
at e displays held at RAAF Base Richmond, set up and manned in the main
by the volunteers. several have been held during the year, including one
during the 75th; Anniversary of the RAAF, another for a group of School
children, and a recent visit of 65 people arranged by one of the volunt-
eers. PR literature and membership forms were handed out with some new
memberships resulting from this source.

Limited edition prints. A leading Australian Aviation Artist will be
donating a painting of A52-600. zomo»nﬂnwosa are proceeding for prints
signed by crew members who flew A52-600 to be run, with part proceeds of
sales donated to this Association. All transactions assoclated with the
printing and sales will be conducted by the artists' agency. On completion
of the prints the painting will be handed over clear, to the Association.

The Bulletin. Members have been Xept in touch with the project through the
issue of three Bulletins this year. The tales of members' experiences
during the war are very well received, and"your story"™ will be welcomed by
your editor - Keep the material rolling in.

PINANCE. Donations have been received thiz year mainly from members, a
relatively small number of whom loyally support the restoration in &
practical manner each year. General public donations are down.

The Operating Reserve showe & healthy surplus.

In accordance with Object No. 4 in our Constitution, your
Commi ttee has arranged with tne to make & financiasl contribution of
$25000.00 to contribute to the costs of restoration of A52-600 later this
year. The RAAF Museum will administer these funds.

Full financial statemente anpear later in this report.

The Committee. Four Meetings have been held with good attendances. Again
we thank Ron Vassie, our NSW Representative for his close liaison with
the Committee and the editor and his supply of excellent photographs of
the project. Also Ron has represented is Association at two important
functions this year, :bimuw. the unveiling of AS2-319 at Canberra and

the Memorial Service at Petersham NSW, for the Aircrew members of 678
Squadron RAP who died in the crash of a Mosquito (ER®78) on the 2nd; of

May 1943, The Retiring Executive and Committee Hon: Skic/Crens:
President. Max Ripper Vice President. Ken Johnston Allan Davies,
Tommities John Burgess, Joe Granam, Col R Ron Skinner.

FEES. The Committee considers an increase in Membership FPees unnecessary
and submits to Members that the Pees remain the same for 1997/1998.

DOMORS. We hereby honour those members and the public,with grateful
Thankes for their welcome contributions in support of the A52-600 project,
of § 2078 These donations are accepted by the Tax Office as a

mnn:nwwuphlbmmmmmMu t0 the AS2-800 Restoratior
ccount, 80 a of the Donor's dollar is expended on the project.
OUR_DONORS FOR 1996/1937 ARE -

.J. Cousine,A,.Cogan, P. Speilvogel,R.Vassle,5.Ray,R.Spooner,J.Williams,
.Langsford,R, Timbury,R.Skinner,V.Grenville, E.Morgan,N,C.Amos,S.Parr(Dec)
A.BE.Taylor,R.G.Templeton,W.I.Pretty,D.Barrett, L.Hindley, D.Avery,
L.Middleton, C,Cook,G. Lundberg,R,Sutton,I.Pease,N.Sparrow,H.Davies,
D.Ephgrave,A.E.Flandersa,Mre.P.Jones,J.P.Dempster,D.Jacobs, B,Arme, L. Bell
v

vies,A.Holtham, H.Howsrd,J.F.Rayner,J.E.Brayne,Msa.J.Chalak ,K.McGuire
.V.Scott, P .W.Davison,J.M.Price,A.Fardy, S.PLtagerald, P.M.Read, A. 4. Taylor,
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Background

1 The Museum Activities Commuttee (MAC) headed by the Air Officer Commanding
Trauung Command, Air Commodore B. J Espeland has recently conducted a complete
review of all RAAF amircraft restoration activibies  As part of that review it was decided to
rationalise the current sircraft restoration projects conducted by the RAAF

2 When the MAC Review started i 1996 the RAAF had five major arcrafl restoration
projects underway, at vanous locations around the country  These were

4 Consolidated Catalina VH-EXG at Amberley,
b Douglas Boston at Amberley,

¢ DeHavilland Mosquito A52-600 at Richmond,
d CAC Mustang A68-170 st Pomt Cook, and

e Supermarine Walrus HD874 at Point Cook.

Many of these projects were started at a time when the RAAF had surplus technical
manpower and funding, However, as the RAAF has downsized over the past five years,
with resources becoming increasingly scarce, much of the work on the restoration projects
has ground to s halt  This was particularly evident on A52-600, with little real work being
achueved over the past 3 years due to lack of funding

3 The MAC decided that the way ahead for future RAAF restoration projects was to
have one main centre for aircraft restorations based at the RAAF Museum at Point Cook.
The RAAF Museum was to form a dedicated Restoration Flight, manned with & combination
of Permanent Air Force, Reserve and Volunteer manpower to conduct the restorations

4 The Restorahon Flight has recently been formed with GPCAPT Ron Gretton
nominated as the Project Team Leader  GPCAPT Gretton has vast experience in sircraft
restoration, having completed the restorations of the Maurice Farmon Shorthom and Hawker
Demon arrcraft for the Museum over the past 12 years. GPCAPT Gretton has spent the last
three years working on the Museum's Supermanne Walrus

b The MAC recognised the hustorical significance of A52-600, as the only remaming
Mosquito i the world with combat expenience, and has ordered that the aircraft should be the
next major restoration at Point Cook following the completion of the Supermarnne Walrus

6 The RAAF Museum is currently restoring Supermanne Walrus HD874 to state
condition at Point Cook  Under the guidance of GPCAPT Gretton it 1s anticipated that the
project will be completed by mid-1998  The Restoration Flight will then commence work
on the Mosquito As the first part of the project, the aircraft wall moved slowly and
carefully from Richmond to Pomt Cook.  Asr Lift Group (the RAAF’s transport fleet) has
given their support to the project m providing Air Support in the form of C130 Hercules
awrcrafl to help move the aircraft to Point Cook.  This wall allewiate the need to use road
transport for the majonity of the aircraft, thereby minimising the risk of damage duning transit
Indeed the first major component of the project was delivered to Pomt Cook fhis moming
with the amval , by C130, of the Engineering Grade Spruce that was purchased to
reconstruct the wing main spar

7 The plan at the moment 1s to continue to move the awrcraft by air with a view to
having most of the project relocated by Christmas thus year  The next major task will be to
undertake a detailed mventory of the arcraft and tooling with a view to developmg a work
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plan for the arcraft  Thus phase will take place m the first 6 months of 1998, 50 that when
the Walrus 15 finished the project team are able to start straight away on the Mosquito

8 The Mosquito restoration will be open for public viewing as part of the RAAF
Museum's “ Working Museum®™ exhibition enabling the public to follow the step by step
rebuild of this fsmous awrcraft.  The duration of the Mosquito is expected to be' 2-3 years.
9 Like all such nstitutions the RAAF Museum reltes heavily on volunteer labour to
complete much of the work required on restorations.  The Mosquito will be no different in
this regard especially dunng the early stages of cataloguing, researching and developing the
restoration plan. So if there are people in the Mosquito Associstion with some free time
who would like to give us & hand, wether they have technical expenence or not, please
contact Mr David Gardoer or SQNLDR Gary Westley on 92561279 or 92561479 so that we
can form a datsbase of volunteers.

Flying vs Static

10 The RAAF Museum currently has eight murworthy arcraft.  These are
a  The Sopwith Pup,

b, The Fokker DRI Triplsne,

. Tiger Moth,

d CAC Winjeel,

e North American Harvard,

f  DeHawlland Vampire, and

g The North Amencan Sabre.

% Q!osuaﬂ-? the Sabre and the Vampire are currently grounded. The Vampire because
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of wing fatigue problems and the Sabre due to lack of resources. Additionally, the
Museum’s Ventura bomber which crashed at the Richmond Air Show last year 1s awarting
restorahon. At the same time the Museum's technical workforce will be reduced to 2
techmcians at the end of this year

11 So whilst we would all like to see every mircraft fly | the resource reality 15 that we
can only keep & small number arworthy  In order to make maximum use of manpower
resources the Museum has decided to only operate single-engine piston aircraft.  However
this does not preclude the Museum leasing awreraft to large corporations to operate on the
RAAF's behalf Talks are underway presently to ensble the Sabre to keep flying with the
help of corporate sponsorship. This may well be the future for large aircraft such as the
Mosquito

12 At present the RAAF mtends to restore A52-600 to an asrworthy arframe standard,
but overall static condition

13 Ihope this report has shed some light on the future plans for the aircraft for your
members. 1f you have any quenes plesse do not hesitate to contact me on 9256 1479
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FAIR DINKUM REPORTS FROM COMMANDING OFFICERS OF NAVY, ARMY AND AIRFORCE UNITS
re THEIR JUNIOR OFFICERS AS QUOTED IN FITNESS REPORTS.

" This officer should go far - and the sooner he starts, the better V

" Thie man is depriving a village somewhere of an idiot!

" She sets low personal standarde, then consistantly fails to achieve them",

" Since my last report he has reached Rock Bottom and has now started to dig".
" Works well under supervision or when cornered like a rat in a trap",

" When he opens his mouth, it is only to change whichever foot was previously in
there",

cknowledgements to "GUIDE LINE PUBLICATIONS UKY ana’ DAVID
mtt;uﬁi:hers and Artist for their consent to us to teatt'u'o excerpts
from the publication"SCALE ATRCRAFT MODELLING" in our Bullet;n.

1ab upporsurfaces with noutral grey undersides. White code. Black

osquito T.29 T:47 Chinese Natonaliast Air Forga, Hankow 1948,
inners. Insignia in six positions.

During WW2 many countries' aircrews operated in RAF Mosquito Squadrons, or
in Squadrons under their own insignia. After the war. many countries seeing
the need for multi purpose aircraft in their defence plans, formed Mosqui to
Squadrons. From time to time actual aircraft of such Squadrons will be
depicted in our Bulletins.

The Association gratefully acknowledges the interest of Australian Paper
and their tangible assistance in the production of thia Bulletin.
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