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FORWARD

Iam sure this collection of photographs and stories about No. 31 Squadron will bring back
many memories to former members. There will be happy memaories, buat also sad memories;
after all, Avestralia was at war and No. 31 Squadron had its share of casualties.

In September, 1942, T had the honour of becoming the first commanding Officer when the
Squadron was formed at Forest Hill, Wagga Wagga, NSW, and moved forward to the Dar-
win area. In those days our country was in grave danger and everything was being done in
great haste. Airmen and aircrew had to be trained rapidly to maintain and fly what was vir-
tually a new aircraft to the RAAF. Many difficulties Had to be overcome to prepare the unit
for war. The Beaufighter was not the easiest aircraft to fly and in particular, it had some
tricky characteristics on take off.

I have many memories of those formative weeks at Forest Hill and the first vear of the
Squadron’s operations from Coomalie Creek. 1 remember the aircraft that became lost at
night over a Victorian town in the early days of training. Beaufighter compasses were
saved by an unknown civil engineer who had the initiative to flash the town's lights in
morse, thus enabling the crew to locate themsebves and return safely 1o base.

The Squadron's first operation and first contact with the enemy ended in tragedy when
5/Ldr D. Riding and his navigator W/0 RD.Clarke were lost. By an extraordinary coinci-
dence, (1 was on another mission)), 1 had the unhappy experience of witnessing this event. It
was a sad beginning to the Squadron's operational record

The Squadron, however, went on to undertake many successful operations against the
Japanese The Beaufighter became known to the enemy as the "Whispering Death’ as a result
of its ability to ch targets with the minimum of noise. Operations being undertaleen
Wtﬂﬁdﬂ@ﬁ as the aircraft had always to be flown at treetop level to avoid

Aircraft had to be maintained in difficult tropical conditions, and it was only the dedication
and tireless work of the ground crew, both domestic and technical, that enabled the
Sqmdronwtgétmgdmh produce on line, the maximum number of serviceable aircrak for its

daily

Towards the end of the war, I had the honour once again 1o be associated with No.31
Squadron when three Beaufighter Squadrons were combined o form No.77 (Atack) Wing,
Of all my near forty years in the R A AF. | have no hesitation in declaring that my posting to
No.31 Squadron was without doubt the highlight of my service career, and I would like o
pay tribute to all those who served with me in the Squadron. In my later vears with the
RAAF. | was alvays concerned that it had not been possible to maintain the Squadron num-
ber in the R 4 AF, order of battle. (Mo doubt with a change of mottof).

I would like to commend this album of memorabilia to all ex-members of the No.31
Squeadron, and to all those who may have an interest in the wartime history of the RAAF. In
particular, it may help us to remember those who served with the Squadron and gave their
lives for their counery.

Air Marshall (Rtd ) Sir Charles Read
KBM, CE, DFC, AFC.



IN THE PREFACE TO THE SAME BOOK

Conditions facing the RAAF crews in the SWPA were very different to those being experienced in Europe.
These conditions placed high demands on the individual rescurcefulness of sirmen and ground crews. Most
of the land area was covered with jungle and there were thousands of islands scamered over an area nearly
twice as large as Europe. Crews shot down could not expect aid from any underground organization such as
the Resistance supplied 1o airmen in France, Holland and Belginm. The Japanese were not signatories to the
uﬁfmﬂﬂmnm Captivity was to be avpided, since the Japanese were nuthless and croel in their treatment

Prisonets.

Of approcimately 650 aircrew that flew Beaufighters during the war period, two were caprured (one sur-
vived), four managed to escape, thirty nine were shot down by ground fire, thirty one went missing in action,
nineteen were lost during operations, cause unknown, and a further fifry were killed as a result of flying acd-
dents. A toeal of 165 aircrew were killed in Beaufighters during their fifteen years in service.

Mot only were operational conditions different, bur 50 to0 were the off dury conditions. 31 Squadron, while
based at Coomalie, south of Darwin, was 2700 kilometres from Adelaide, the nearest capital city. there were
0o Tivoli, Palladium or Windmill Theatres in the vicinity 0o provide entertainment. The Salvation Army had a
truck touring the local bases, playing records over the public address systems. There were movies about twice
a week in nudimentary outdoor Thearres and occasional live artist shows arranged by local personnel with
singers, veniriloquises and 50 on. Ara later period, film and recording artists toured the bases. Off dury crews
played cards, wen: fishing and pig shooting, Each man received two bottles of beer per week (sometimes).
The men lived in rents, (revo or four to a tent), dispersed around the camp area. During the wet season
{November 1o April) tropical rainstorms were a daily oocomence. Centipedes, scorpions, mosquitoes and pos-
sums and the oocasional snake added to the general discomfort. A rour of dury for aircrew lasted nine months
on the average, and for ground crew, fifteen to eighteen months.




31 Squadron
Royal Air Force

*This squadron was formed in the second vear of the Great War. The squadron was sent to India for duties
on the North West Frontier against rebellious native tribesmen. It continued in the role with BE2C aircraft,
Eristol Fighters, Westland Wapiti aircraft until the late 19305, when it re-equipped with Vickers Valentias in
1932 and became a Transport Squadron

When WW2 began it saw active service in Iraq and in the Western Desert, prior o the Japanese Ennjrl.ut-u-t.he
war It then served in India and Burma throughout the remainder of WW2, supplying ground troops with vital

Immediately after the end of the war, the squadron flew actively in Java against the Indonesian rebels, before
it weas sent back 1o India.

Disbanded in 1947, it was reformed at Hendon in England the following vear, the first time it had flown in
England since its formarion davs in 1915

Following seven years at Hendon as a communication squadron, it was disbanded again briefly before be-
coming part of RAF Germany as part 2nd TAF. Flying Canberra’s, later Phantoms and roday (1960) the
Sepecar Jaguar GRL, it continues its service to Britain Roval Air Force, a service it has dutifully carried cut al-
MO DON-FOP Since 1915°

The foregoing was written by Narman Franks, editor af the 31 Squadron history in a publication called First
in the Indian Skies, which is the English translation of the squadron morter TN CALEUM INDICUM FRIMUS,
which appears on thelr crest and colours.

The squadron is still serving in Bruggen, Germany, flying Tornado's and was the first RAF Squadron 1o
operate in the Gulf War.

O thanks are due 1o Mr. 5P Tsicalas for the loan of their Squadron History.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
In compiling this albuwm of our Squadron activities, 1 hope it brings back memories of our time in the

1 wish 1o thank the members who have forwarded raphs and written material to be incor-
porated in the album. To dare some 260 photo most of the written material have been
used and 1 still have some 200 photographs whi lmddtmﬂmmﬁe,mnﬂlvbzmrﬂafimdim-
tion and lack of information, and 1o use everything would have it w0 large and oo costly.

more 7
cndusmdm}rmlmmmnigﬂjmllmhmidh:mmm oar Headouarters and Or-
drrﬂmmmﬁuﬁlfa With only batons we would not have an album to look back on and we
ks mhmtbum to answer our children’s and grandchildren's question "Whar did you do in
Wrar I

Preparation of this album required a lot of information also from other sources and our Squadron
Asmaﬁnﬁ!waMdegummgmmmmmgmmmmmmmmMu Or
thanks are due to-

Neville Parnell for allowing us to reproduce iterns from his publication Whispering Death!
mdmm‘ﬁﬁummum&mhﬁpﬂ;ﬂﬁmmmmw
Robert K. Piper of for allowing us to reproduce in total his story The Eneey Trod OCur Shores,
and also for showm me in information from RAAF Archives when asled.
The Staff of Historical Records and Information Service for their willingness in producing
i r:fn;pﬁ.-ﬁﬁstmﬂu:l when requested.
Seaff of the Australian War far permisson 1o reproduce
Beaufighrer Bash from RAAF
Chearsing the Cannoas from
Beapighterdrom REAAF Log

Mr. Bob Alford fior ESSHON 10 his painting showing EH-X formacting on EH-C over Timor
and for many other mﬂmmwmmmw

Mr. John Haslen for his hﬂg_m.ﬂng information on the Joss of A19-192 and A19-208 (Wacken
and Rirchie) and also to the family for some photographs and the Central Australian
Awiation Museum Seaff for a complete copy of all correspondence and reporns pertaining 1o this sub-
et

Mr. Howard Young of Kununurra, WA, president of the Truscon Tribute Committee for details and
photographs of Truscon Alrfield

Mr. Peter Saint for permission to use his photograph of the at the memorial at Truscon and
F/Sgt Eric McNab for permission 1o use his original the Duty Pilor's Tower.

Mr. Ron Lambert of 457 For the uze of the icting A19-172 burning o Mil-
limgimbi serip mﬂphmgmhmgfﬂmwemmﬁﬂmm a5 1 1adio relay aircrah curing
The Department of Arts, Spor, the Environment and Territories for permission to reproduce infor-
marion and map supplied on ‘Territory of Ashmore and Cartier Islands.

Wing Commander G. . Eaesjou, AM., Headquarters Base Squadron, Tindall, for supplying the Fisory

of o 55 CURLT ar Trosco

Air Commodaore Rogers of RAAF, Amberly, for the trouble 1o locare photographs of a wreck on Car-
[ﬂ'lﬁhﬂi

mwﬁmmmmﬁmmm o Millinn-

léﬁpedalﬂ:laﬂhm due to John Sweeny of Hampstead Gardens, Sth. Aus. for serting up and printing

(Jack Brassil)
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B prﬁ. & mile irnmlll ¥ and of runway, bearing 330°angle of elavation
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Airfleld i suitable for the following types: Under:
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dplinter proofing of Inserts is not aocmplete;
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Anniversaries

Continuing our mini-profiles, this issue we feature
the Bristol Beaufighter which first flew in July 1939,

Bristal H-Hlip,hl.-rr [R.5%.AF Service)
Serial A1% Quantiy Ordered 212
Ernered Service 1942 Left Service 195]
Roles: Sirike Fighrer, Tanger Towing

[A ) Braulighier
Serial A Quantiny Ordered 364
Enwered Service §944; Lel Service 1957
Rodes: Sirike Figlier, Targst Towing, hMisside
Recovery.
In 15938, vhe Brisol Company sugpested
A lighter version of their new Beauforg tor-
peado bomber. The conversion mvolved using
Hercules instead of Taurus engines, with pro-
pellors of  increased dEameter and re-
g=igning the entire [wselage. The piloc sat
centrally in n very shorr nose. Four pro-
rotypes were otdered, and e Besalighter
wiad s Aastialio starbed reveivasg delive
cries of this ameraly i 1942, 1he first seveniy-
rwn heing ME| models, Further varianis
compleled the B AL ACF, order of 218 gircrafi
whefewpan L Governmenl Asrcrafll Fac-
tory starced production of the Beaufghter 21.
weded was equivalem we e Englsh
Ve M type with more powerful engines
and maslified Faselage. The first Aunstralian
baifit Beawfighter flew on 260k May 1944 with
pescluction & Masers and Fisherman® Bend
conminulng to ke 1945, Three hundred anc
Swry-Tour Benubphier 21% were built in this
perioad with 7l aireraf isally phasing ow of
gervice in 1955, The lnst opsrotional Heau,
& 8-357 was flown to Edinbumagh lor dispusal
aish December 1957
Ausitalia’s last surviving  Beawfighier
AK32R resides pf the Mocrabbin  Adr
b {f e il

B in Mulbowree. Buill a1 Fisherman's
Bl in 1945, she was 00 laie (0 s auive
service g0 the wircraly wes converted o a
targel tow role apd carried owl these duties
uriif domated (o Lhe Lord Mayors Camp al
Pur tsea b 1959 This was U st gincraft the
Muscum acquired in Apeil 1962, Orverhauled
and retored, s arcrall pow Lakes pride of
plags in ihe new comipex 2t the mussum,
Cther knovern Beawleghiers mclude ane
for lung-term restoraion in Sydney 1o air-
wortiy status, as well as one in the LLK.
belng bubll by Skysport Englneering 1o Aying

* o o iy e, 1

alus as well. The USAFE Mustum in
[aston Ohio just recently received an Aussie
Beaw ME Lo, A19-43, This airczal| was one of
the British-buili kasch and is known 10 have
served with 31 Squadron . Resioration will
comemence shoriky for siatic display,

Moorabbink very rare Beauffghier A5-525,
Evert though the quantily built was high, the
TV i almos extiact except for o few
surviving exampies, (Bork Photos: Craig
Juisra)

14



15




16



-
=

e

_-?‘" "* —
- P ; - P,

- o

_--.- - _-‘ . B E
A16-508 JUST BECEIVED COOMALIE. AUGUST 1044 . DAMAGE TO WHEEL UNDERCARRIAGE . NACELLE & WING CAUSED BY
Mmmmmuﬁmmmcm — P Frank Slorwart
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DAMAGE TO CUPCLA CAUSED BY RICOCHETING 20mm SHELL
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JACK BRASSIL MICK HAMMOND LES WATSON Cpl CROUCH
Piot DAVE STRACHAN

CAMP FOR THE HIGHT AT MARAKAI SWAMP



AT8=TE IN MARAKA SWAMP AFTER EMGINE FAILURE
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BILL MANM and RAY HARBER WITH SOME OF "A’ FLIGHT
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AT MELVILLE ISLAND
Peetos M Breach
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Recreation Hut - Coomale Crisik
Photoe ¥ Spencar)



Heoy Harmed on ATE- 150

Pty . Prrall
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. Charfie Rose & Bamey Lord ot Berri Speings

John Sweseny
Fhelz: | Swsamy)

STORES

S ke manmean

i
¥
]

LAL Petbenck  LAC Jackson LAC Milon LAC Whie LAC Bdds
LAC Sephéas LAC J.Egan LAC Jobnson LAC Wiight LAC Gur LAC Bebls LAC Clewiow LAC Candy LAC Temay
Cpl Fynl W0 Mardin 70 Adess Sigb Hund Cipl Martin Cipd MeHinnon  LAC Moore LAC Egan LAS Ll owadiym (Mot Lama Gusr)
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Damage o Cupola. A18-38 (21-

W/ Clitl Monk Col Ashes [Dudch)
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at Exmouth Guli

MNorm James  Ken Spencer
Clive Bulace Cyril Hansen  Jm Gordon

iPhotos. K Sgsncer)

30



L T Daminimij Soud bW AISH SEOOAY WS DOAD | LR T
REpuY D ey

AT A ) U ST Uy G MG DA DG/ BUOUSY S L ST Gy, YRR Lo 0 B ) Bnops DeN AL U R A AR S
UERRLIOR AT SeOEy, Sloanmg Uy ERMaa ey PRI 080 K100 DSl 04 iy 0N SoumeRey) Iy MBS BED BRI LML) O R S

W R B O P U0 AR I OME UOH UGS A RRREW B S Oy DS i s Do e Oy ewueopy o

ATTE S e ) ©e A v s R DEDDGES v e uer i meslang S eeag) D eagmemsy gy S

HARED WINO0D LY FREE ALY NOBIWNOS LE

|



Tha Japs wolukdn T dare Fmaate

" Flygitl sesrenance stalf on B ok

PRobcs A TRy

32



i
£

T




fter Darwin was bombed by Fapanese gitgraft in Febne-

ary 1942, Apsirilea formed a new squadeon of fighter

pilots o defend the continent™s nonhem cogst, Trained
in Wages Wagga, the 330 men of the RAAF's 31 Squadron
Beau-Fighler moved v Movember 1942 10 a new airbase a1
Coomalie Creck in the Norhem Termitory. A yvear later, in fime
for & Christmas service in 1943, the squadron had built its own
chapel, of timber poles and sheets of comugated iron. in seruh
counley near the base. Following g 3-vear reunion of ex-
ﬂql.!-i-ﬂTm members fecently, this rode vermacular sirocture was
r feconatrucied by students. gradustes and =287 of the Faculty of
Archilectore and Building a1 1he Northern Territory University
Thezir-work has been honoured by this vear's jury with a Specinl
Recomnition Awand, Juroes noted, however. that the reconsruc-
tion did not conform exacily 1o the restoration primciples of the
ICOMOS Burra Chaner. Te provide protection against rermites
which mvaped the original structure, the proxject leam decided to
rebuild the frame 1o steel mther than timber.,

quadron Chapel

]

Jury Comments

Nexalle Quarry “Once in 2 while, there comes 1o 2 Jury’s
atrention & bailding which does noi fir easily info the nominaed
calegoress bul which has 3 unbguenes thai deserves recogniition
and celebration, Such o building is found, if directions are wery
carefully followed, down the bitumen south of Darwin to a point
known as 35 mile, and then ofT into the bush along 2 barely dis-
cerfuble rack mio termaim that is now a canle gation ., an eccle-
sigstical shed with rowgh bush peignancy.”

Robert Cheeswman “lis simplichy. fundamenial functiosal-
ism: arel delicate digpedition in the scrub give it & special guality,
The reconsnsction by studends and architects is worthy af spe-
cial recogniion.”

Anwe Cunninglrmm “For three main reasons, this bailding is
warthy of an award: the ociginal design is an inspired response
o climaric. function and coniextual requinements, paricularty
considenng the paselly of materiali and meney gvpilable in
1843 secondly, for the fesearch undemaken by the students ang
graduates and thirdly, for the very compelent reconstnaction. ™
Glemy Mureurt “This is an odd work 1o be considered ... vei
to fail o acknowledpe the care snd effor in saking a work so
Figh, frail sfmost, and appropriais to spirit. spirit of placs, light.,
space, shade, vemilation and connectadness to naoure, would
deny the jov one fesls .7

1 Squadron Chapel Reconstruction, Northemn Territery
Original architec! wnknown, Reconscrection b siaff and -
dents of the Faculty of Architeclure and Building af Norikern
Territory Universitp—hesd of depanmem Richard Licoon
assisped by Andrew Sefulve, Mark Smirh, Mark Chrintiansan,

Atbeve left. e erfrance i the chapel & defed By o sebled sanct of oor

. regared sl Olapasie page. e church i comer,

Acknowledgment is made fo Architechre Megia Ausiraka of Port Melbourne for permission to reproduce this arficle

THE CHAFEL AT COCMALIE CREEK

In iy 1883, the Thapel, having been et iy Richard Luxdon ang his Uneversity of M. T shadents, was awarded the J. G| Knight
Conservation Award for excellence by the W. T, Branch of the Roval institude of Architect e

The CGhapel will now be emtered for Commoreeath Awards

On 12t Seolember. 1988 the Chaoel was dedicabed in & ceremony conduched by Sersce RAAF Chaniaty, Bishop Adrian Charles
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AT 1 Fox playing Cello eoko in Chapsl
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Carpenter Harold Peddy and mate sl work on new chapel GO Bl Mann reading the lesson

A0 Bl Mann . Padre ). Brown, Padre Bl Dunbar | Celial ACI Fox  Pholos B cunpar|
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They aay thal you can et the s from this Corlowood Tree if you bold them for about two hours

o Gweeny with Squadron pel o the tel grase
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