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Damage fo Darein n 1942 raads
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A19-88 off end of sirip tue o engine falure B-2-1944 Proto D Eirachas)
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NORTHERN PICNIC RAC!HG CLUB

Anniversary
Meeting

SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 1944

Fhe ViSO
Your ruess i§ &x goddd 35 mine

Fatrom:
MajGen. AS. ALLEN, CE, CBE, D8O, VIL

OFFICIALE
Poealdemt - -0 i Brig. E G . MelkENElE, ME, EBd
Chabrman of, Stewards; Li-Col. W B e
BN b s o o - ARy g L ZRAGEDLERATY K
TTENEITET | v om s & B U e B ETRE AR
SHptliary Sterapds -eoooee.o FH-LL T HAHBEITL
Captain B, KELLY
Captain F. €. 1HWENG
Asslmtant MEAMAEEr L lichasiere-—ranees ME A W ATEHLN
Judges, FyD HODGINSON, Squfldr M, CHESTERFIRLL
Bgn/Ldr G, ML PENNEFATHER

e of Coursl - ora-e---on - e BT J VINCENT
SERTAEE = - == mas o S R 1 S B MU 4™
Amatant BERCSE . .ciianrenees s inran =D LAMOND
Clerk of Seales . e m v Lt T EEART
COnENERIATOT 11 ceme et =ron G LAD T ROEWRIGHT

GENERAL COMIITIEE:
yippi-tpl B M. SADLER, DED, 7, WIr: Blajos V-
LEVITT, Major E. A H. GRAFAM, Captain B W,
HARDY, Capinin W. H. eRLLEN, Cxplain G. G. GITSON
Capiain A. K. RANEDN, Lient, B, 1, JOHEREBN,

LR N RTRTT TR TN TAAL T TERERERRATEAY

Proceeds
In Aid
POW Fund

TTACEREECEETEER R L R R AR TR IV b
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& Fhght July 1944 Aircrew Pholo includes

Filods -
Tom Linkey Fon Bullen Bob | ascock S Sippe Pal Boya
Lee Archer Dl Rinkin Dowg Taylor Lloyd Rifiches
Jack Gibbinga
Mavigahors -
Gus Sparke Dave Fwlay Harry Moo Murray Brodorick
Col MoK enze
Fred Anderscn Jack Prassil Keith Packham Pob Warner
Ron kayne
Ground Stal inchudes -
On Wing left of cockpit — Ken Ryan
Fromt Row ssated == MolEll Hophne Wiliams
Sircond Row axirems mght — Henderson
Linder | H cannon —- Fex Saxallsy
Starding under Mose — Mo & Sam Proclor




Christmas Dinnar 1843 - Officer's Mess Coomalie Cresk

P = raported that this officer asked for n ket of waber

He: ges &N
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Jmiry . 1944

Equpesn| Oifica and Slors

1844

AC| Harly Cpd Syssar Cpl Peddgett LAC Stoddart LAC Smih LAC Wilieses
Cpl Bradshavw 58 Barwck F/LE Brosn LAC Prdchard Cpl Green

JAH

ECUIFREMT PERSOMELL -

ko & Brown
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Sgt Jack Lennard Biue Aloock Biue Cumeming
Gordon Hepearth Ron Wardlaw  #holce D Asssnssis)

-

: 2

i

WO Bill Rinkin FA0 Doug Cousckshiank

FiSgl Fon Mayne Cpl Jobhn Swesny F#( Ron Bullen Cpl John Sweeny
LAC Deck Basred 309044
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Feed time at Coomalie Creek, 1949
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Fox Gardham with EH-C and eapie Roy Parmedl Jack Gibbnges H. Moo Sam Proctor Phots: it Pumes

31 Sguadron Hospital
The hospital @ Richand Luston's next rebuiiding project
P dlan Cavessghi
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Coamale Downs Extate . Views along lush valley . good rainfall . Very sound construction . plenty of frees . close fo fransport
A condiboned | slraight Bheough Boor coverings, ling Two beds

Secwdly -  SMG mounted outside

Reascnatly prced O H.O

Photographer's Tent {Sleeping)
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in  April 1345 the
Australian built Beaufighter
Mk 21 Serial Mo. AB-1598 was
accepted by the RAAF from
Dept. of Aircraft Production,
and test flown by
Production Test and Ferry
Unit at 1AD Laverton. The
gircraft was then flown to
Moratal and delivered to 31
Squadron on 19th June
12345, by a ferry crew.

GPCFT Charles Read who
wis the CO of 77 (Attack) Wing
which comprised 22, 30, end 31
Sguadrons, had been flying
various Besufighier aimcraft which
ware awvailabla from 31 Squadmon
during April, May and June,
accompanied by FLTLT Dave
Eeasley as Mavigator., but now
decided that wilh tha imminent
fransfer of the Wing HOQ fo
Tarakan, to hawve AB-188
allocated o him for hig use in
bath operations and visis o the
Souadrons under his command
Consequently. fhe ahove
mentkoned craw flaw the aircradt
frem Moretai to Tarakan and thus
became the lirst of the larper
arrcraft to land on the recently
toneirucied Taraken Sirsiric.

Thig proved & mast harrowing
Expariense, for although the
RAAF Airfield Construction Wing
had been working fevarishly to
mCongtruct Tarakan airstrio which

¥

31 Squadron Maintenance Group in front of 48-198, 'I" 1945 Seated s FLTLT
SENGD, and third from right in & crouching positio

had been abandened by the
Japanase, they had to contend
wilh & multitude of problems
These problems included the
remawal of land mines on the site
and surrounds, very wet and
poorly drained terrain, but they
had no alternative and despite
this and a leck of malerials, thay
congbructed an ainsirip.

I WS an airsdnip which iesied
to the &xdreme, the capabilites of
all pliats attempting to land or
fake off from it. However, by this

R TR

consistng of Jungle Gresn on the
upper surtates and Sky Blue on
the under suraces and returnad
1o its natural meted colour.

Thig quite large and tedious
operetion was camed out by 31
Squadron Maintenance Group
under the direction of FLTLT
Frank Stewar who co-opted the
asgistance of any available
glrcrew personnel. After the peind
had been stripped from all
surfaces of the aircraft the meatal
panals wese then polished for tao

time mosl Beaufighter plots wers
shkilled and experienced airman
and wery few mishaps oocurmed,
Curing July and August
varigares flights to Sguedrons and
detachrenss undar his command,
were underidken by GPCPT
Read with FLTLT Beaslay as
navigator in AS-196 and then with
the war ending It was decided by

vatious mambers of 31 Squadron -

and approwed by Chares Read
tnat A-196 would be sirppad of
the war-time camouflage,

redsons. The first reason was o
impréwve the appearance of the
asrcraft, tha other io increase the
airspeed of the aircraft by about
tan knots

Tha maximum speed of a
Beaufightar aircralt &l tha tima
was approximately 270 knats at
sea léval which converls fo
approx. 310 mph and further
gguales 1o 498 kph. Therefore
with the' paint stippad off and the
expased meial polished the Af-
188 was theoratically capable of

Frank Stewar,
n i focal AIRTE identtity Tam Davias.

over 500 kph.

With the impending rétum ic
Augiralia of 7T Wing, Charlas
Read and Dave Beasley
conducted several missions to
imspect the airginps of Labuan,
Moratal, angd Balikpapan during
Septambear 1945, I Octobsr AS-
185 was flown 10 Wagsga, thenca
to Richmond where GPCFT Fead
visitad RAAF HD Eastern Area.
Al the conciusion of thiz wisi the
rejurn fight was undertaken.

It iz interesting to note that
whene ever AR-198 Landed -:.|.._|ring
the trip, it was much admired as
it wes the onéy known silver HaAF
warplane at thet time and ssan
bacame affectionately known as
ihe 'SILVER BEALU.

The final flight of AB-196 was
made fram Labuan to Melboums
erriving 28th Octaber 1545

Al the conclusion of its ferry
back to Australia. the "Silver Eeay
was. flown to Wagpa in Movembear
for storage. A3-155 was scrapped
i Aagrest 1845,

Footnote.

Thiz article was produced with
the assistance of FLTLT(Ret.)
Dave Beasley who had the
privilege of I:uai".g A8-198's
nevigator lor praclically the whols
of ite Sguadron Servics during
Wiz
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The end of Lily’
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Coomabe Creek, 1943 @notc B8 Dunbar

31 Squadron Cricket Toam

1643 Erois Fun 1l

Cooamale creak

31 Squadron Footbaell Team
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Pal Dedanay Murray Weste (reen Cobham



Muray Weste and John Sweeny
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COWARD SPRIMGS HOTEL

Group of Grownd Stalf | Coomalie



Clive Terdich & Bruce Jonos

Aoy Bryan & Tom Wilson

Harry Moo with friends at Adelasde Fiver - Sept 44
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F/LE Horm Toston and PO Ron Leckie in 4 19-1T76 Mying on sick g

Beaufighter’s Grim
Flight over Sea

minmres, hecanse of @ foil block,

Tne ne was  dkmaged duT'me 3
|-|-|--\.Iq.-nd'.\-ph|—“ ﬂ.-.-n- ﬂnlﬂh'tnmu
A it pulled away on ahnl] pEinn
thrpueh the part engine and. oot b
airt. with fhe plane only S8 fecr
Lrom th Eroumd.

Five mindtse gut from the island

. the seeond eneime o5 oUt, wWhen the
nlane had rvizes lp NHWALEE, T bernn
o kate altitiede rarddly. but by shak-
RS the plane violenthy, ghe  pilct
Pt Llertatsnt B el
Prlabanae, eieare] the !-u-l bBlork

hroelred . feel  fham the  sopETL
unl gaeted the sogme Lewin,

Thu sume dificully contigued every
fleo minrtes for Two and & bal Boisy
hifore. the anstraliamn oaEt  wan
Flzhied,  The singie molor
ArmEiered, anl dmithed B Aesse etm.u

rof Tesk smnke ihroarhoot

| Thres miancs fell bk mirm
the roippled  rsckdse, el Bt Wi
ol T oo Bes thane ron imis
feary cumalus dlend and the probesz-
Imr EfchlBes  copld oplv trape Trit-
ton's sarcmaft by the sirenlr of bleck °

| wrrnlioe.

digrs “the plane, in ene of s
dives  aciaally  skipmed  che
g 14" T Ly

; it lami i

F';I"“'-:EI- potrol loft for fve misotes’

Nrimg.

Tribor, o civilk avisier before the
war. hag 20l Avinr hones . i BE
«rsddsl, et this was the Brat time be
hadl gitrack snEine Eraghbls,



Al i After alleck on Doka Barat T-8B-d4
Morm Tritton Cyvil Hensen Dave Skrachan Fon Leckie
&7 F/O Chdnfan Algn Cobb Sig e



A19-11T altacking Floatplancs at Taboriane (12-6-43)
From a juunding in o By Sevon Fisher 1984



Some of "A Flght
Phota Garaen Mursays

The backbone of T circys
69 (Phosc Boll Cragas)
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Liring dange custy Prole Gordon Mamay)
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ALICE SPRIMGS -



Coomake Sinp befors nal coal of dark gravel. 1943 Pholx lan Exzy)

Ciroup ke A3 Peamls for Baless  Pholo Taken el os sesesg Of Loomass
Sk was comgastad  Fhols len Exzy)

72



1084

Coomals Creak arstnp - Ausgusi,

iPlon R Loomar;

LE



hlan Rosd mio Camp Aros from Sinp

Phoica A Lurion)
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Hice crap . Coomabs Farm . &prd 1986

[Phobes B Liodond
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Horculas oe Coomabe, Soplembs 1986 - piobid by son of Alh Cobb

Pholo s laken By Rechaod Luxion | courbesy Frod Andenson

Crckat phch on Coomale arsirg , bl 1944 Racenily uncov

7%
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Camp =ie ol Polshol [now Losrmonth) Fxme® Tadl | March 1844

78



AT

WAr] Sl PGl WY

ongny mellun e Ba-EL Yy

79



J Thesmgson, [ Whishaad and O Wallace #f new Bar @ Sergoan's Mess,
15-2 44

Bam Procicr wih Cocile May



