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mquaa“‘n Leader B.T'. Rose, D.F.C., was appointed to temporary
zontrol of the new unit, until Squadron Leader C.F. Read assumed
corumand on the lst September 1942.

ma

The squadron recorded its first casualiies on the 21lst September,
when Beaufighter A19-61 crashed at Cootarfiundra, New Scuth Wales, killing
Flight Sergeant Jenkins and Sergeant Sutherest.

The arrival of the squadron at Batchelor in the Northern Territory
n the 27th Cctober improved the R.A.A.F.'s fighting potentialities in
orth Western Area. AfTter a few weeks of intensive training and
arniiiarisation flights, ho. 31 Squadron moved to its operational base at
Coomalie Crezik on the 12th November. « . ~
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Beauiighters, later to be known to the Japanese as “whispering

t, Joined the offensive for the first time during the early hours
17th November, when two flights of {hree aircraft each strafed
s¢ a&nd Bobonaro in Timor. In the latter attack, Sqguadron Leader
and Varrant Officer Clarke were casualties, when their aircraft
shed 1nto the sea while evading an enemy fighter a few miles off Cape
3atoe Poeti.

AT this time the R.A.A.F. were implementing a policy of bombing and
strafing nostile native concentrations in Timor and encouraging resistance
to the Japanese authorities. This policy was translated into action by
the couwbination of Hudson and Beaufighter attacks dzily stepping up tne

(=)

aumber of sorties in Portuguese Timor, culminating on the 26th November in
the bioabst R.ALA. T operation in this theatre to date, when ten Hudsons

and six Beaufignters from No. 31 Squadron bombed and strafed Hatolia and
Beco districts, starting a number of fires in the villages of Nova Lusa

In the first itwo weeks of cperatioas, the Squadron had recorded 53
sorties into enenmy territory, the majority of which were strafinn attacks.
Ou the 30%th November, there were thres missions covering the H.M.L.S.

Yirmidale™ zxna "Castlemaine', then approximately 200 miles from Darw1n
out in the Arafurs Sea. Bezurighters drove off two of the several
o 5 0y the eneay aircraft, damaging two bombers and one Tfighter. One
Al ™

alrcrait, who;e crew were Fliight Sergeant Morrison and Sergeant Forrest,
after this round of engagements which concluded a fortnight's

“tzsm o *ire for Ne. 31 Squadron as a fighting combination.

Daspite the constant protection provided, the "Armidale" was finally
the Sth December, and the Squadron was called to assist in the
rescue operations.

Luring December, top cover was provided on the 6th for the corvetite
Xalgoorlie" and for the Dutch destroyer "Djerk Hiddes' between the 10th
and 20th when eight missions were flown. Towards the end of the month,
¥o. 31 Squadron protected the convoy, which included the "Jilcannia®,
"Bavinda™ and YDervil?.

& wmost successful attack on the 2ad December, No. 31 Squadron

Toel aerodrome a thorougn strafing, pounding macnine-gun posts,
positions, perscnnel and fuel dumvs and damaging or destroying

apvroximately three fighters Twia-engined bovbc:s out

vy~iive on the grcund. On <t
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nounusual assignment was completed on the 18th December by two
«ft, whicn attacked an enemy sailing vessel, believed to be carrying
T o Saunlaki. When the aircraft left the scene, the boat was
burning and in a sirking condition.

Tne Timor ventures did not divert attention from the islands to the
ncerta of Darwin and enemy activities were observed and impeded to a material
extent.

The aerial offensive from North Western Area against Fuiloro and
Laival - Laga districts - the latest advancement of Japanese activities
at this time -~ was stepped up from the 20th December. No. 31 Squadron
participated in this major burst with five attacks against the aerodrome
and other installations at Fuiloro on the 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 27th and 28th,
and three on the 25th, 26th and 27th against the bivouac and storage areas
in the Laivai-Laga districts. On the latter two occasions the squadron
put ten aircraft into the air. In the attack on the 23rd, one Jap
figater was shot down and oné damaged, while one of the Beaufighters whose
crew were Ssrgeant Hand and Warrant Officer Srith, was posted missing,

; turned baclk from the target due to engine trouble.
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gnt was mounted into these attacks, culminating on
attack against Betano. The four Beaufighters

Lon to Betano experienced several misfortunes; one
sturned to tase unserviceable, a second with Sergeant Webb and Flignt
: ant Wilkins as crew was posted missing, and a third crashed into the
zea nsar Cape Helvetius and the crew were later rescued.
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in most of these operations, the Beaufighters of No. 31 Squadron
were the spearhead of sustained blows against enemy prevarations in the
nevw area. By the end of 1942, the squadron was zquipped with twenty-four
Beaufighters.

The pressure against Portuguese Timor, commenced in December, was
maintazined intc 1943. Fuiloro, Laivai and Baucau, on the 4th January,
received further strafing attacks from the Beaufighter aircraft, resulting
in cne grounded zero being destroyed at Fuiloro.

A Tault was evideat in the work of this aircraft. Timor was
mounteinous and heavily timbered. The aircraft was fast and in most
orerations skimmed the tree tops. For these reasons when motor transport
was discoversd on the roads, it was impossible to turn guickly for a
strafing attack, leaving the enemy ample time to disperse under cover.

1

Cperations by the Beaufighters in their hunting grounds, Fuiloro,
Laivai -~ Lega and Baucau areas were outstanding and paid dividends for
light casualties.

. Between its strafing sweeps, the squadron flew many missions over
he seas on convoy cover and searches for enemy shipping. This hardworked
sguedron, also opened a devastating campaign against floatplane bases, in
the Aroe Islands. In its first attack on the 28th January it destroyed a
grounded plane at Dobo.
N

Co

51 dron added to its already spectacular record, a strafing
raid on Penfose

ua
Aerodrome on the last day of the month. A probable
armunition dump exploded hurling fragments to 1200 feet, damaging one of
the six ailrcraft engaged. Two buildings were fired, three grounded
aircraft destroyed by fire and four bombers and one fighter probably
destroyed on the ground. Motor transport was also strafed. One

irvorne fighter vainly a tenpted to intercept, but the attacking aircraft
tcaped on account of superior speed.
te Jeaulighters co-operated with Hudsons ard Mitchells during
the next few vesks in a concentrated wmove against Dobo. Consideradble
Cderage was 1aflicted on stores, buildings, installations and the jetty.



Sir;zie strikes by Beaufighters in succeeding weeks made the use of
Jobo by floatplanes & losing proposition. Still Fuiloro and the
surrounding district was always kept on No. 31 Squadron's schedule.

4T Dobo, on the 4ih February, another floatplane was damaged on
the vater, M“a cne Beaufighter outmanoeuvred an attack by another
fleatplane, escaping safely. When the squadron revisited Dobo on the
10th, the site scemed deserted. On the 13th, four of the squadron's
airerait returned to shoot up Fuiloro. Buildings and huts near the
strips were sirafed. The strip, however, seemed deserted.

Among the tasks allotted to the squadron at this time was shipping
brc~e"*1on reconnaissances, anti-submarine patrols and fighter cover, all
of which were shared with Nos. 2, 13 and 18 squadrons. Out of 57 sorties
for the nonth of February, 45 were devoted to monotonous hours in this

sessary duty over ships at sea. Cnly on cne occacgion was the mission
ed with action against enemy aircraft. Ca the 20th bombs were
dropped close to the Beaufighter's brood and in the ensuing action one of
our aircraft was damaged.
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. Ilghcers.' This onslaught probably caused a serious

N plans, as the R.A.A.F. harassers destroyed nine fighters
’rs on the ground and inflicted damage on nine other

v in addition to silencing one ack-ack and one machine gun position.

cepilion was made by two or three Zekes, one of which was possibly

d. Unfortunately, two of the attacking Beaufighters sustained

The squadron's base was not without attention from the eneny. On

the nd March one solitary attacking aircraft strafed Coomalie airfield,
: g &l

destroying Beaufightar A19-31 and causing minor injuries to two airmen.

Convoy work again absorbed most of the squadron's flying activities
Cn the 30th March when contact was made, H.M.A.S. ”Inverell” reporued
‘"Made contact with dzfinite submarine in position ll 37" 8, 139 39" E at
11517, 28th Karch 19%3, made three attacks, o0il and bubbles seen.
Results tncertann”

Oa the 8th March, No. 31 Squadron returned to its hunting ground at
Fuilore Four aircraft set out, but only two attacked. = One grounded
eneny NAC%af* was left smoking. On the 12th, Beaufighters and B25's
soined forces for the first time, when six of each type of aircraft were
directed to attack Fuiloro. Only three B25's and two Beaufighters got
through the bad weather and after flying through a formidable front at
220 Teet bombed the target with unobserved results. After this the
aircraft set out for Lautem, where some fifty Japanese and motor transport
were strarted near a wharf. A beached lugger was also strafed. One
aircraft, damaged by ack-ack, reached base safely.

A further composite attack was staged on the 15th, the target this
time being Dobo, where three vessels of small tonnage and crowded with
versonnel were strafed prior to the bombing run by the B25's. Two direct
13 were scored, leaving one vessel on fire. One Beaufighter, hit by
x-aclk, crached into the sea, killing Flying Officer Longoni and er@ednt

ac
Dale. Jo. 31 Sguadron launched a further attack next day, staging

thirough Millingimbi, where a lugger was destroyed and various installations
strafed.

4 raid stagad for the 17th with Penfoei as the target proved
aveortive. Twe aircraft set out, but on account of extreme weather both
Leczue separatei in the vicinity of the coast of Timor and turned back.

One of the two Tforce-landed in the Darwin arca through lack of fuel, but
the slroerait was undamazed

‘c;clu, u»Au_\¢O“D rere bad through March, but these conditions
: ol 11, thereby ham Jc%lcg No. 31 Scuadron's efforts.
esulted for March, Tut throuzh & deternined




7nine were recorded in April.
pat 1cn, however, scveral offensive

alssance flights were carsied OLL, during which cnly one incon-
atteck was made on two eneny floatplanes cover the Aroe Islands
25th Apeil. Beanfighter A19-59, on the 26th, failed to return
reconraissance in the same area, and Flizht Lieutenant Greenwood
geant Thompson were posced missing.

No. 31 Squadron opened its score for May with an attack on the 2nd

directed against Penfonei. Aircraft, personnel, and the barracks area
were strafed for a bag of two bombers and two fighters caught on the
groelnd. ‘ .

r@erL d strafers increased their tally on the 6th May to
ol ancther ten {loatplanes, destroved on the beach and on the
2’

the e2xten

vataer erfare in the Aroce Tsland_, as well as strafing other targets
in =he nw‘;nbovrreﬁd The price paid for this effort was the loss of one
o: Lne aﬁtacke-~. Frorm this overation Flying Officer Budd and Pilot

were missing.

“ture of success and disaster was experienced by the squadron
on tne 10th May. Cf the six Beaufighters briefed to strafe Taberfane,
two were unserviceable, and two returned owing to adverse weather
onditions. The other two aircraft completed their mission, destroying

\ npﬂy motor beoatls on the Seratoe River, but, as they were landing at
! . to refuel, were caught by ten Japanese fighters on the ground,
er being destroyed and the other dumagbds Revenge wvas

@ vakes, threatening a convoy off Wessel Island on the 11lth

otcd oy an equal number of Beaufighters. One of the
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There scemed to be no limit to the success of No. 31 Squadron, which
cccounted for three fighters on the ground at Langgoer on the 17th May.

. e activities of the Beaufighters were never w:ithout thrills, as

VA demons*J ated again by an assault on grounded airvcrai: at Penfoei on
' ' Two bombers were destroyed and two cother aircraft damaged.

parzicipating aircraft, one returned to base through engine
cond collided with a tree over the target, but reached base
Thres othzrs failed to return. Cne was seen to go into the sea,
of ¥oepang, another crashed four miles from the target, the fate
rd Wes unknown. In the action the squadron lost Flying Officer
Wob Cifficers Mclennan and Taylor and Sergeants Cobern, Armstrong

O “he

Again on the 3lst May, the squadron aircrafi, five in number,
damaged one and destroyed another aircraft on the ground at Langvo»r.
In tLM ersuing dogfights with six Zekes, the Beaufighters claimed one

estroyed, while two of our aircraft sustained damage.

The weather was still holding up operations early in June. This,

ver, failed to deter No. 31 Scuadron, whichk made one of its now frequent
te to Taberfane on the 4th June. Warning of their arrival had

rently teen received, as two enemy aircraft were airborne and several
trying to take off, when the Beaufighters approached. One Japanese:
ne was probably destroyed and two damaged on take-off. ’

&
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The souadron increased its veritable cricket score at Taberfare on

: June ”luh six floatplanes destroyed and two damaged at their

was destroyed in the air. Machine gun and small arms
1 three Beaufighters. On the way out, luggers were
voerfane off Caye Ngomi.

revealed conciderable ﬂonSLructloqal
land of Selaroe. S50 much =o that in June
ke gvc'y ef;ort to deter th. enemy from
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acaneving his objective of consiruct in there .y constaat
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six Beaufignters escorted No. 12 Sguadron's
e Vengeance dive-boubers to the target on the 18th June. This was
onLy cifensive strike by No. 12 Sguadron in North-YVestern Area.

Whet the dive-tombers completed their work, the Beaufighters carried out
afing attacks on the strin and shot up the villages of Lingat and

RS :
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04 June 22nd, rninety minutes after three B.24's had attacked, nine
: ' bat uercd the now familiar scene of Taberfane. They had to
reny as twelve Tighters. The R.4.A.F. aircraft damaged two

ir and tue floatplanes on the beach. Two Beaufighters
sck-ack, but reached base safely.

the 24th, Selarce was visited by six of the squadron
two grounded twin-engined bombers were caught and destroyed
I3

the Lsland, the 'drome and the villages of Lingat and Wbraln

Ler attacks on Selaroce and Taberfane during the first five
cuproyed reascnably large dispositions of alrcraft° In *he
on Selaroe, while three acted as top cover, the other thr

5, motor tr rspowt and suspected arcas. In the other attack
adverse weather interfered with the operation and

'f*ng attack on a two-mast susply vessel about 100 feet
urst ianto Ilames giving off heavy black smoke. Again on the

"\)

siv rcraft set out for Taberfane, but only two reached the target
the prevailing weather. The result was one "Pete" destroyed.

Flying through heavy weather on the 24th, twelve of the squadron

it reached the target area, again Taberfane, where a total of

n floatplanes were observed on the water and in the air. Consequent
clashes with the alrborne ailrcraft resulted in fcur enemy aircraft damaged.
lae price uo the squadron for this effort was one Beaufighter missing

rouga acxk-ack fire and two others damaged. Flying Officers Gillespie
Cameron d4id not return from this mission.

Talrtee

Duriag <Jaly, =he long-range fighters of No. 31 Squadron were also
gployed to escort suriace vessels and to afford prOtLCLlOﬁ against enemy
i s This was evidenced on the 2nd, whea two unidentified twin-
It were warded off from a convoy by the alert Beaufighter

‘
coval ~¢r. the following day, two "Haps" were forced away by the
escoirl t. Cn this occasion, one Beaufighter's guns jammed.
wo Turther attempt was made on the convoy by a "Rufe" and
two ¥ and ounce more the guns on the same Beaufighter jammed.
fesides all this activity, there were searches for missing aircrafit and

revigational traiairng {lights.

raid cn Tanimbar Island, carried ocut by si:
rafed and bombed and a small native craft and

”’Su”dCthﬁb were issued that aircraft were
a the roles of the squadron to whi b rey
Noo 31 S%Laaro", being & long-range fighter sguadron,

wlo¥ surface vessels, for use in the :
ng & NI enemy aeroplenes, particuliarly float-
range and stores, fuel barges and smell surface
verscrnnel and motoy transport.

ne was il the squadron taroughout August. Five
e flown, 1volV“n~ +h¢r Ly - f ve sorties, besides four abortive
sahoaireralt failing to reach 'the target.




er

floatrlanes now 12 use nad bet:
ol >d and could keep pace with

ugh the spectacular nature of

; ;ain into the limelight.

ez at Taberiane, eight aircrafi strafed a

; truﬁpu on tne Serwatoe River. The craft was set on
forty to fifty Japanese in the water were killed. At the same
"rillivg dogiight ensued with five eremy aircraft - three "Rufes”
Peteveing destroyed and the remaining "Pete" camaged.

Four days latewr, over the same area, Beaufighters in dogfights
ceutreyed two "Rurles" and claimed one "Pete' as probable. Two of our
gtralers collided in mid-air and were lost, killing Flight Lieutenant
Gardiner and Plying Officers Lyne, Leithead and Graves.

On the 26th and 30th Atgust, similar tasks increased the sguadron's
1 n’l
v

bag ia the air and on tie ground. In the latter attz No. 31 Sguadron
lost one aircrafi. It was last seen being pursued by two floatplanes.
Fiight Lieutenant Willard and Sergeant Butler failed to retura.

Barly in September, the enemy attpmoued ret
01 DY TWO vEak . aids on Coona re
whatever.

1iac;on against the
ne Both, however,

Cin the 1310 gﬁytemou,q Wing Commander F.¥W.B. Mann assumed command of
No. 2L Sguadron Irom Viing Commen d r C.r'. Read, D.F.C. This was the first

and sinca the squadron's formation.

o P .
Lante

zd by wing strikes in which the Beaufighters

m-

figured proni Tnroughout the month Neo. 31 Squadron's aircraflt
Wire Jk\]o d on harascsing raids. Three were staged on Selaroce Island,

'1p located there, one armed reconnalszance was Tlown over
nd one sirike on the 16th at the old spot, Taberfane, in

tn this latter raid, in which seven Beaufighters figured,
royed. On the return trip to base cne aircraft,
.~acy, made a2 forced landing in a swamp, fifteen miles from
wo cthers landed out of fuel in Arnhemland. There was

another i ing at the emergency strip on Bathurst Island a few days

Previcasly S
wcteristic incident involved six of the squadron's aircrafz,

attack Selaroe, early on the 9th October. While bombing the

u

svspected dump areas, the attackers shot down a bomber in the act
Two twin-erngined aircraft attempted interception and were

cne ﬁeauilbnbur piloted by Squadron Leader Gordorn. He first

its load of bombs, and closing to 25 ya.ds shot one of the

S into the sea. Shortly after he saw another enemy aircraft

is Zormation; again, he attacked and sent this aircraf:

to thes sea.

[

Koo ;¢ Scuadron was now concentrating on sweeps for enemy shipping
Lous islands scattered throughout the Arafura Sea.

on The 19t% October, in their endless searches for
'Ld enemy shipping, haovpened on somc small vessels

¢ River. These were strafed znd left in a damaged
fie fire from the vicinity of the old Krei Village
It was seen to

]

aircraft missing from this attack.

ty miles south of Trangan Island, killing Flying
OIricer de Pierres. On ua*s pariicular mission,
feet long, and a small single-mast vessel with
fed, causing damige and casuclties.

b S N = s e P e - n L
0. 31 Squadron's alrcralt woved up to the



ton River oun
tional error;
strafed

ke same streng During these sweeps a new air-

zud ouly reporued.

on the 29th when missions visited Tanimbar

the usual shipo ng reconnalissance cover
the orffensive operations during this
in wanich the Beaullghters escorted

racteristic mission on the 2nd, six of each aircraft
uneventzully, except on turning for home, three
intervene near new Krei Village. One of the eneny
mage, together with one Beaufighter which received
e port wing.

daids were staged in Terimbar Islaand on the 6th and the 1lth. “In
Lrst ' L galling boat and tvwo other vessels were sunk,
g b a ketch and a number of small cances were

*
znese soldiers on Selaroe strip were subjected to a
atier attack Selaroce strip was again strafed, but
curned their guns on to ack-ack positions and
g villeages, Adocaot, Linget, Wersin, foersoel and

ﬁitcL >1ls and three Beaufighters accounted for
I Fordate Island. This vessel was

ged o anle a small 1sland and had slowed down to eliminate the
vasha The Beau°lgnt.rb started a fire on boazrd, before the Mitchells dealt
e final blow. Belore leaving the scene, the Beaufighters strafed the

S1nKiag salp aad personnel.

s . &L ™

Ca the 15tz all syuadron aircraft returned from Darwin to Coomalie

could move uantroubled in the Timor, Banda and
controlled and reconncitred by No. 31 Sguadron, as
tih Novemver, when a corvette type of vessel near
acd dombed by a composite force, causing it to
nis vessel was listed as "probably destroyed™.

AL LETound.

Aizad

anclLora

ne 21lst, six Beaufighters and six Mitchells attacked the
Ons vessel received two direct hits from the

fitene It vroxes into two and sank. The Mitchells shot down
one =z The covering Beaufignters warded off three "Rufes"
over @ 1 destroying two. Cther "Rufes" were seen, ovut did not

lrnterverna, Cne Beavrighter had a wing tip shot off, the sbserver's cupola

sed, aud the cbserver's parachute. holed. One Beaufighter failed to
revern fron this operation. Pilot Officer Jones and Fligiht Sergeant Gaunt
Lo retuin to base after refuelling at Millingimbi.

See S Y 3
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wmlntar Islana received yet a nother unwelcome Beaufighter visit on

December, when the sguadron delivered one of its all too frequent
heressing atvacks. Nine ailrcraft were briefed Ior the overation. Er
route, vhe structure ol the jetiy at Adoaet on the island of Jamdena wa

another harassing

The aircraft strafed
barges off Nﬂn“tuuo,

N VesSsoLs dcd witl
Ve s _
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abeld) straied causing dhmage and casualties.
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AT st raokers straled warehouses end scanlk a 500-ton

of the scuradron aircrait set out to attack
t in Lautenm Harbour. One of the transoortis
Was having beer attacl vrevious evening by
No. Ls the LOL?@ swent intoc the attack, the undamaged
Eight direct hits were registered and belore
was noticed that the vessel wvas uwccrtLo lably on
g condition. On the way home, four "Wicks" were
v, plloted by Squadron Leader Gordonq D.7.C., at
cent. After the skirmish one had been destroyed
One enemy aircrafit followed the flight for eighty
Timor Sea, vrior to turning for home.

The turving of the spotlight once more on Timor was accented on the
24tn December by a joint missSion against Atamboes, engaging five Mitchells
=

znd four Beaufighters, which acted as %op gover. On the 30ta, the
sguadron briefed eight more aircraft to harass targets along the coast of
I'inor beotween Menatuto and Atamboes. -
With the 31 Squadron had recorded 1137 sorties,
resu 1 stroyed in aserial combat and Lg grounded
destro 2 two probables. There were also 13
in the ﬂ’, 32 damaged on the ground, as well as Ifour ships

cesoroyed.

count for 1944 opened on the 2nd January, when

a harassing attack on Trangsn Island. The
reconpnaissance of the island without enenmy
k from known positions was slight and inaccurate.

Cn the worning of the L4th, eight Beaufighters, led by Squadron

Lesder ZJovrden, D.F.C., were briefed to cover six Mitchells of No. 18 NEI

tacking known enemy shipping in Teanau Harbour, Timor.

the Timor coast, Gorden intercepted and shot cown a "Betty"

over the target made observation of the bombing raid

out it was thought that ocne bomo struck the side of one of
ar

[ - o
LCLall Ol

‘ied. Go*don strafed nd blew up a barge in Semaoce Strait.
strafed a H0-foot »nrahu which did aot burn. Later
“1rcnaft covered three Mitchells frcm the same
saw direct hits with resuliing fire on a merchant
tonnage.

o

It aircraft on one of its periodical
uaLuary succeeded in olnk rg & 1200-ton

Lng a 500-ton vessel of" Ataroepoe. Lautem,
pve were strafied by the same T

w
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Ci the 114 sortiss carried out during January, 59 were offensive
. o : . .

keg, &2 coanvey cover, ¢ rescue operations, 12 searches and 10 navi-

Lon training Ilight

S

1Y

LT O
devastating

the ever-watchful Beaufighters continued their.
sions in the Kai, Aroe and Tanimvar Groups.

co-~ordination, previously witnessed, was again
9th February, when six Hiichells were coverea by
d to attack the Mina River B

ridge. They were
icer, Wiang Copmander haq“. The aircraft
at the usual altit land




the six aivcraft briefed rFeor Roti Island, two

Tvwo returned to base t

attacked two two-masted and one single-masted
Pepela Bay? destroying one two-masted lugger.
the aircraft strafed and destroyed a 50-foot two-~

possitle barge hideout in a mangrove
ular and disappointing to the partici-
he result of the mnission was not

[CAY]

folloving day, fourteen Beaufighters and nine CL7's,
ersonnal and cequipment, devarted for Potshot to take part

of coast. This was vart of the -
taken against the antic?%&ted move o. the Japanese Task
the Indian Cccan possibly tow 'ds Perth. The fleet had

TR to Siugaycre. All aircrait and personnel returned
To veomalie ca the 23»d darch.

Bay, alter strafing ruas, threc s“nwle nasted prahus
snoxing. This raid ccst the sguadron one aircraft
wnich crashed in flames at the head of Pelela Bay after

the mast of a prahu, killing Flight Lieutenant Fitten and Flight

On the 3Cih March the squadron set out and attacked shipping off
Teunzu. The returning aircraft claimed a 500-ton oil tender as sunk,
anovner smaller vessel probably sunk, also a barge loaded with oil drums.

(
o
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Lhe wonth of April saw the offensive rise %o a fury, hitherto
the overall object being to keep the eneny tied down in

2 2ls Arafurs ses bases, whilst contributing to a terrific
goicening of Dulch New Guinea in preparation for the Allied Advance along
the north coast of New Guines.

The squadren shared in this intense assault, flying approximately
harassing Timor, Tanimbar and Semoea Islands and the
:11 and Sog¢ in particular.
ely No. 31

. D
Salz

“being claimed
me niss 1oq.

an advanced base the loth April two
anied twe‘ve pitfires of No. 54 R.A.T.
" a Strafing runs were
: tation collapsed after

In swite of this adverse

TO atiacx Targ
o




ron Leader Wentworth, a member of the Squadron, assumed command
of HNo. Squadron on the 2kth May from VWing Commander Menn, who departed
on wosting.

)'}1

June was perhsa the squadron's quietest month. Cnly 28 sorties
wers mounted. These were mainly convoy covers and rescue operations.

rel peint of view, July was very satisfactory, even
that the squadron was far below establichment in
acronaeine gtrensth and that fMany new crews were still in the process of
Lt Five hundred and forty three flyinsz hours were
recordad for the month.

Deinz "oroxen

Many and varied wore the missions. On the lst, Tfour aircraft
noivred Barbear shooting wp an assortment ol buildings,
ie the Japan se commanding officer's house and a W/T
the following day, flew an uneventful sweep

Several strikes were made without interference from the Japanese.
16th, while engeged on a strafing attack oan Maumere aercirome,

il ¢ghheﬂq led by Squadron Leader Boyd surprised the enemy by
attachiAC sarly in the morning, and destroyed two enemy aircraft which
were just about to take off from the airfield. Boyd also destroyed
cacr which had becoms airborne. Then eingle-handed he fired two
bursts at a distance of 200 yards and the enemy aircraft, a "Nick", went
noo’a vertical dive aad crashed into the sea. Boyd thern attacked

1.
a.

notrer "wilek" which he hit, but the Japanese pilot broke off the

v2ment and escaped. The flight then turnced their attention to thre
che harbour. They strafed fi vessels and two naval
Tace anti-aircraf tie enemy scored no
caree Beaud and destroyed a
2w Livgat strip.

atiacks on eneny ch‘fppir’ througrout Jduly, the most
vevion of the wmonth occcurred on the 2741
ncampment in the vicinity of Bokong River, Ti
atec to be abbroximate y COO acres. Acc

e dlalase

N oy
otserved
nﬂy* day

2 v...u‘,. & 3

Frouw the 15th till the 24th, seven of the sguadron's aircraft were
et sSroome engagzed in coveriang '"She-Cat! overations.

Pronably the greatest obstacle of all to the sguadron at this time
was the Ilying distance. The Japanese had moved North and North West
to extrene raange. On the 16th, for example, when the scuadron atiacked
Ma re, on Z:uding it was found that the aircraft had only sufficient
Tu left for a few minutes Tlying time.

A new camp area was also discovered in the Haliloeloek area as well
cae T ant discovery that peck horses and mule trains were being
5 of ring August the eguipment for rocket
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Duriang its seven days stay at Ncemfoor only two operations were
carried out, both being escort missions to Catalinas on Air Sea Rescue
JoSatu 2 the 7th the sguadron moved to Morotai and was tased on Wama

It was wneu integrated invo No. 77 Ving.
T £ when

Lon fronm Morotai_was staged on th
el

“
Tourieen Ze: ere briefed to rafe concentrat T troops

x oy

ana stores,

2t Jolo Island, wnlch vas &t extreae range.-
torgets ellotted throughout the month included Nanado, Goerooa,

2idato, Langgeoan, Lelobatz, Galela, Tansmon and numerous sweeps secking
targets of ovdporiunity. Amongst other damage inflicted, three bridges

were CGesiroryed near Amoerang and one at Tansmon, also eight large

Sombe were being used more f
viaicl tne pilots acouitted themselve

Csilng rockets, thrae ack-ack positions were kaocked out, a radar
Lon was d@f.«wyed. mgnv bulldings crinpled and three jetties in both

W

cuntad for twe coastal schooners and fo

baxr

6]
and cae smzll ey aircraflt o

sower of the scuadron was incrcased in January 1945,
napaln bombs and 325-1b devnth charges. As tine
beans wroved to be an excellent il e porn. They
accurately from very low lev r suitable
were tuilldings and inflammeable instal ] harges,
' il cnt cur
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r, piloted by Pilot Officer
ard motor anc ditched

The diteching was e tea
emerging saiely. They were
~ater rescued Y oA Cauﬁ 1n¢1

rst time against the power house
DT Twelve cf the sguadron's Beau-

el
bombs and ten 500-1h Cj bombs and this,
flight, inllicte 52 The
sitn siruck vany with 72
ctack with mony svraling runs. The town was
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the Celebas.

August L9+, the sgquedron
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ceasce
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20 epeny T destroyed 1n TLe &LT
=) v A L s
o4 oOCUnd, Wita 2 et

and nunmerous buildings and destroyed
. > 8 ol N Cmeate A s e S et T
ron nad Tlown 2,000 offensive wortles against wae

of 194

e meinland of Australia, being first based on the 1oth December at

5, No. 31 Scguadron moved dy sea and air to

(=8
Penilicuin, N.85.W.  On the 12th March 19%6 it moved to Williamstows,
. : . o ) - ‘
where it romained until disbanded on the 9th July 1946.



