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-<quadi-on
::L..,i.ti;3ol of rhe
corrrand on the

ii:e squaciron recorded its first casualties on
r.ih.oii E!"atrf-"..ghter Al-9-.61 crashed at Cootadund::a, Ne,",r

Flight Ser6eant .Tenkins and Sergeant Sutherest.

i,eaCei' B.*n" Rose, D.I" .C., r./as appoln'bed to tenipor.ary
rel;,r uriiLr until Squad.ron Leader C.?" liead assuned
1s'; Septenber 1942.

the 21st September,
South [Ja1es, killi::g

ll'he ar':'i"lral- of ihe squad.ron at Batchelor in"i;he Northei':r Terri'tory
cn "[iie Zl';,h 0c'i;ober imp:oved the R"A"A""ir.'s fighting potentia]ities in
iiorih ',Jestern "A.rea. AiLer a few r'reeks of i:rtensive tr.aining ancl
far:i i-i;rrj.salion flights, No. ]l Squadron ilroved to its operational base at
C{i()iJ:.^l-i.e Cre:.li on -bhe 12th Novefflber. -

Bi;a.uii,i::..,(:rs, l.a";er to be knor*n to the Japarrese as ter,riiisper:ln6
l,:6.i;)ir, :: o:.r.,:,j j;nc o:'f elsivs. foI' tlle first tirne C,rr.ing ihe early hours
,c:l t.r:e f?'iir i'lr:venbei, wh.en ir.;o fJ-ighi;s of t,h:cec> airi::::rfi each sl;rafecl
iloel:i-sse a.;rd i:oiicl]1al'cr in Ti:lor. I:r the latter a-i:taclc, Sci,"radron Leader
ii:d..::ng a.nil r,,r'au,ra.nt 0f ficer C1arke r{ere casuali5.es, wi:err their aircra,it
ol::isil€d" i-n'co the sea while evading an eneny fi55iiter a fe!, i:riles off Cape
3ato+ ?oe f.i- 

"

;it this ilme the R"A"A"I. vrere inpleineniing a policy of bombing and.
"';tr;rrJ-Lng i:osij.1e nati've concentratioiis rn Tii;io:' and encouraging resistance
'[o tire Japanece iiui]rcrities. This policy r+as translated into action by
i;lie c':;;bina'L:i-r:.)n of F:.uCsor: and BeaufiBhter atta:cks Caily ste'ppii:g up the
.".i::i,lr.,; cf .sor"L-es iii Po:'ruAuese Tiilor, culrninai;inq on the 26tn Novernber in
';ire b -.;gesi R-A.3."y. operation in this iheatre to ciate, r"rhen -ten Hud.sons
and s*;: Beaufi"ghters from No. JI Squadron bombed and strafed Haiolia and
Reco di.sti'icts, sta::ting a nurirber of fires in the villages of Nova Lusa
.:.".i F...:^-,

In uhe iirsi two r+ee}cs of operations, the Squ.ad::on had recorded. lJ
sorlies into enerny terriiory, ihe majority of v;hici: r/ere strafing attacks.
Orr 'i:l.re iC*;li. llqivember, there r,^rere th:r'ee missions coverirrg 'bhe H"M"A"S"
iii.r'rn;d'rlert ar-e ftCtistlemainerr, then approximately 200 miles fi'orn Darrvin
i-,uL irriht: Arlif'u"ra ,Si!,i3., Beaufighters drove off tr,,o of the several
at.i;icii:s; l;y tae eneiny ;.ir<":r.aft, d.anagi:ng ';rvo bo::bei's and. one figh'L,er. One
iij.r';r'ar't, !.'lio::e cr'ou,,'/€re Fj-ight Sergeant l,lorrrr.;on and Sergeant Forrest,
l{Er; tilj.ciij-i:.g; rr:f i;e:: this; r'ouncl of enga6ement.s vlhich conclu.ded a fc,rtnightts
;aci:sn ,:::l f i.;:e fcr. Nr:. :jI Squadron as .i fighting combination.

It .-'silitol'i;hi-'consLant proteciion providecl , thettA;nidaiert was finally
lj';:rl;. o;r Lhe 5ih.Decemhe:., and the Squadron was called to asslsi in the
ensr:.i;':.;; 3es ci-rr.B ope:'ations .

Lr,:ring iJece:ube:', top cover l{as provided on the 6th fo:'the corvei-tet?Xargocr:cl-iert ir::d for the Dutch destroyer "Djerk Hidcl.esrtbetvreen the J-Oth
and 2c)ti1 t,/hen eight rn:-ssions r,r'.re flor,in. Tol,rards ihe end of 'bhe molth,
l'io" JI Squadron 'orDtecieci 'che convoy, vrhich incl.uded the rrl{i3-canniart,
!rBaci::iai't and lrDarvilrt"

r:i' a incst successfur attack on the 2ad Decernber, No" J} squad.:'on
"-:r:. D j ..:rod.rome a 'c,horou;o straf:l:;? ljouncltjts Inacnine-gun posts,-)!^ g r, -

qo: r'^.al -' ''r*irqJ vii{r.e+ru .p.rs:.tic,lts, personnel anC fuel du::tps and damaging or des,[].oying
l',-r '' :- -. ,-..--.-^^-,iuir i-t:'u aj.)Ji:o:-:r;ilai'e1y three fighiers and frf;een tui-a-en3ined. boinbcrs out
^ir .." ji --,.cr i;'ris-i'.-.'-::!'e ;i: Uhe g::c-)nd " 0;: ';1,.-- S:;.:J, d;;r, o;:-c:: sq*id:c.. a.i-fC-,:fi
sj\)a:,,11.'-e ij. ',;ile il:.;ic;' Su; i'o:' a ;:;ssiblo ei.:e..,1r .,;;:;i:ip 

" Decei;ibe:: the 1j;::.
.:-i -- -:..--; ;:- ^ ,:..-r ^- ,.i--^'- r--^r'l -l.gii,jgC. ;i-(-\ C:-i,r (r.(,:. '(;i--C:: ;;C SC:::C.-:;:- COL'r!lC;:J :3S 1C0:h O;C-:i...t:C-:"



Ln ut:u.;ir::.1. assi;gnr:ent r.ras oompleted on the l-8th December by i1,ro
ai:::r::r'ei.f'1 , wirich attacl.;ecl an enerrry sailing vessel, believed to be carryin*
sp::-es t,o sarrrm.l.aki" l/hen the aircraft Ief't the scene, the boatt wtrsbui'nirig a:.rd in a sii:king condit:on.

'Ihe Timor venbu:es did not d.ivert attention from the islancls to t,he
trc':i;::i crf Deirtij-n and ene;t)r ac'bivities were observed and. irnpeded to a rnaterial
^-" l- ^.- r -(j,ll. {, ul] L .

The aerial offensive from North l,Iestern Area against Fuiloro and
La.i-va.:L - Laga districts - the Latest advancement of Japanese activitiesat this tine * was stepped up from the 2oth December. No. jl squad.ronpa.rticipated in ihis major burst with five attacks against the aerodrome
and other installations at 'r'uiroro on the 22nd, ZJrd,, z4tn, z?th and 2$th,
ancl t]:ree ou the 25'Lh, 26tih and 27th against the bivouac and. storage areasiri the Laivai-Laga d.istricts" on the latter tvro occasions tiie squadrop
pr:''; len aircraft; into t.h.e air. rn the attacl< on the zJro,, one Jip
:iir;.t;el" ,;.ri,ts ::hot d.ol.r:: ar.d. onei' danaged, while one of the Beaufighteri vlhosecrel{ r,{€'l'e -SBr'Becni i:and';rnC l'Jar:':ant Of'f icer Srnith) 1{a.s posted missi.ng,
):.ar-;:-.e; t:.;.r,i:.ed. 'oa.r:.ir froni the target due to engine Lroubl-L

A-1."I rossible r.reigi:, 1 vras mounteo. into tirese aitachs, culminating on';h,: 29i:h i-n a sh.ra:5ng attach against Betano. Tne four Beauf:ghie::ii:l'iefed f'oI. tl:e rnission to Betano experienced. seve::at misfcrtunesg one
re;';i:rneci. to oase unsi:rri'iceable, a second wiih Sergeant l,Jebb and. f'Iight
Se::5eant \'ii-ixinE; as crew \{as posted. missing, and. a third crashed. i-nto the
st.!a nserl car,e iie"l.ve+;ius and the cz.ew welre raier res;cued.

rtr ruosL r:i' these operations, the Beaufighters of No" jI squadron
1"IC:' l'o Lhg spe'ar}:,ead of sustained bl-ows against enerny preparations in the
nci,I area. By the end of 1942, the squadron was equipped with i,,renty-fourBeaufighters.

f'he pre.:6ure. against Portuguese Timor, commetlced in Deceniber, vlasrnaintained intr: 194]. f'uiloro, Laj.vai and Baucau, on the 4th January,
receivecl furlher strafing attaclcs from the Beaufigh-b,er aircraft, ,".r.,iiirrgirr cne grounded zero being destroyed at Fuiloro.

I' fauli; was ev'ide:nt in the work of this b.ircraft" Timor lvas
mou:rta.inous: ar,d hea",rily timbered. The aj-rcraft r.,ras fast and in most
operatiotrs skinimed the tree tops. I'or iiiese reasons when motor transport
t,'ers iij.rrcovered on th,e road.s, it was imi2ossible to turn quickly fo:. asrrafi:rg et1;,:r"ck, leaving the enemy a.mpIe time to clisperse undlr cover"

C':e.rati-ons by the Beaufighters in their hunting grounds, I-uiloro,L;:ir,'ai - Lc:.ga and. Ee.uceiu ar:eas were outsr-anding ana pala divid.en6s forllght c;lsua*t i es "

lSetween its strafing sweeps, the scluad.ron f1.er,,r many missions overthc'seeis on convoy cover and searches for enemy shipping. firis hardrvorked
s(;; ue.cl'f'o;l o al-so operred. a devastating campaign against-flJatplane barses, inti'ie Arr;e Isl-anrls" In iis first attack on the 28th January it destroyed agroun,ded pl-arre at Dobd.

Nc- -) L Squadron added to its already spectacular record, a strafing :

raici on Penfoei Aerod.rome on the rast day of the month. A probabre
arnur:i'l;i.on dr:rnp exp"isd.6 h.ur-ting fsagrnents tc 12OO feei, damaging one of'bilr: si:< airo::afr en6aged. T',vo buildings were fired,, three grgunded
a:-:'c::aft destroyed by fire ancl four bombers and. orie fighter probabryc'rstroyed on Lhe gr',:und" I'lotor transport r,ras arso strafed. one
aj.i"or:::r.e t':.Eh.te: vainry att,ernpted. to :.ntercept, bul the at1acking aircraft
esca.:eC, cn account of superror speed.

.li:e 5rr;Il;r.ij.ghters co*operaiecl l,rith liudsons ancl Mitchells d.uring
i:,i'j n,ixt fer+ ',rc.liis j-n a co:lcenl;'ate,l. i:iove against Dobo. cons:cer;ibre
i;:'l';;c.'ic;:.:jiic'tetl. on sio:'es, bui).dings, i:-rstal-L.aiions and ilna iailrr



iir,:;1e strrk-i:s by Bea.ufighters in succeeding weeks rnace ih.e use'of
.Job.r by J'ioal-l:,r-arros i. iosing proposition" -sti11 ruiloro and the
sur:iound.ing district irras al-vrays lce.ot on No" Jl Squadronrs scheCu1e.

.i; D;riro, on the 4-th irebruary, ano'c}1er floatptane rj.ras d.amaged. onthe ilu.;er',, u.i:c c.re tseaufi6iltei' ou-tnanoeuvrecl an attack by another
flr:a.t1:lane, escapin6 safery. when the squadron revisited Dobo on the
.Lot1l , lhe si-te seemed deserted" on the Uth, four of the squadron?si:ilcraft' r'etui'ned to shoot up Fuiloro" Euitdings and huts near ihe
s'crips were st,rafed. The strip, horvever, seemed. d.eserted..

An'iong the ta.sks allotted to the squad.ron at this time was shipping
Irc'i,3ation.l'econna.issances, anti-su.bmarine pairols and fighter cover, u.ilof '.,'iri.clr were shared with Nos. 2, 1J arrd rB squaclrons. out of 5? sorties
io:: ti:.e ncnth of'Li.;'el:i:uary'r 45 we::e devoted to monotonous hours j-n this
]:;€(j,::Ss,?rlr dui.y o'uer ships at .sea. CnIy on cne occasion rrlas the mission
spi cec v;rtn a::iiorr a.g;e.i;rsi enemy aircraft. crr the 2oth bombs vrere
ircllrceid c;-l-,':sc to Llie Be.aufigirterrs b:"ood and in the ensuing ac'bion one of
cu.t aj-rcreift, was: dar.-iilge'd.

i'c:l''-r.;.rv cl-i.rsec r,rith i:ire highli"ght ,rf the rnonth, an atiack on'
-:'e;'rioeL by i,,ighf 3eaufighters. ' Thrs onsiaught prcbab];r caused a serious
ir.oi.'.1 -uil in erien:1r l"l ar:.s, as the R.A.A"Ir. harassers d.esiroyed nine fighters
:ind forr.r bomber,s cn l}le ground and irrfLicied d.amage on nine other:t:.1'claft, :n ad.ditrol: to silencing one ack-ack and. one machine gun position.
l-ni;ei'ce!-lj-on r.'lt^s inatre by iwo or three Zel<es, one of rvhich was possibly
dir.::agr:d^. Unfortunately, tvro of the attackir:.g Beaufighters sustained
.1,. ... -....

lhe scr-raclrontg base rrras not vrithout atiention from the enerxy. Onthe 2nc1 ;vfa.rch o:re solitary aitacking air.craft strafed Coomal-ie airfield,
des;rcyerig )3eaufightr:' Ai9-3L and ciusing minor injuries io two airmen.

Convoy work again absorbed most of the scluadronrs flyin6 activities.
On'i;h'e jioth }4arch uh.en contact lvas mad.e, H.M"A"S. rrlr-Lverellttreported.:
t,)'li:.d.t* contact, with clcfinite submari.ne in position LLo 17t s, Vbo nr E at]J)).2, 28th I'.,',r.rch 191+), macle three attacks, oir and bubbles seen.
Resu.l-t s uinc r: r'te:.ilrr .

0n the []lh l'larr:h, ]io. ]J- Squarl:'on returned to its hunting ground. at
5u- -' crrc. i'l:ti.r aircraf t set out, hut only two attalcked. One-groundec]
erletrrr aj-rc::afi .,,;as l-eft s;moking" On the l-2th, Bee.ufighters ani. 82)'s
;oi.:;t-'ii. :iorcc+s for ihe f:'"rst time,,r,vhen si>: of eacii type of aircraft vlere
di:'er:ted to ai:t,aclc r-r,:i1oro. onry tliree ts2!'s and two Beauf ighters got
thri'ouiili1 t]:e bad ueather and after flying through a forrnid.able front at
2j,t) feel bo:'nbed ihe ta.rget vrith unobserveC results. After this th.e
air:cr;rf L s;ei oui for Laurem, where some fifty Japarrese and. motor transpori
r're:'e strai'ec ne"r.;: a ',.rharf " A beached lugge:' was also strafed.. Oneaircra.ft, damaged. by ack-ack, reached base safely.

A furtner compcsite attack was staged. on the }!th, tlie target thistiiie being Dobo, vrhere three vessels of sma1l tonna.ge and crowd.ed vrith
pe::son.neL. tlter:c strafed prior to the bombing run by the B2!rs. Tr,ro direct
i:':i-';s ruere scsre cl., leaving one vessel on fire" one Beaufighter, hit byack-acl<, crashed. "into the sear killing Flying Officer Long6ni ancl SerglantDa-Le. No. ]1 squad::on launched a further aitack next daj, staging'Lli;:'ougir M"i.-l-lingirnbi, r,rhere a lugger r.ras dest:oyed and ,r"rioru instillatrons
.- r-.- .. + .. i,D t.-, (ar (:i.l..

A rstid stagec. for. tire lzth :rri-th .Lrenfoei as the tar6et provediibi:lt-ive. T."utc ai.;'ar::a.f t sei our'c r but on accoul:ri of exirerne weather both
bercr;.le sr,:;j)a.r:r.!e:; in the vj.:inity of bi:.e coast of t:i.mor and t,urned back.
0:;r: of ti:c i:wo ic:c;e--Lancie,1 in the Darwii:. a::ca tirrcugh lack of fuel, but

-_ .: .r- -, ... .a j. J_ .r. I : 1 
.-, /-: I /r :. -r .l -l\r.._- \ I a__, .ijJ k.r,_..:11,.q..)uu{

r.. ca;l-.r:' c:,.:ri.-ii,*o:ts ',*e::e baci ti::ou3h ila.rch, bur tirese cond,j-tions- ...-. ----.1 -rr...-.-.- -,. r.: . -r-^l -l j-._ 
-_!v5!^u;-: .-'-i-'v.^jl' --- -1rJ-'--!-, .,r:urcby aar::pcri.:o llo" i1 sc-urcl::onr I effol.ts"

,...-':':'y-:,.-:vr;t. *iJr!;:s resur-rei fo: ila.-:c:;, :J.u z-:::ou3h ; Ccle,:r.::-:.ci



:-';'c:"t :'-n sn:'-te of the '.vcathe:' fo::';1,-1i- lre r/el:e recorcled iil irprir"
Co::-rcy patr'c,is t'.re::c tne riain preoccr-.pa'bicri, hcirever, i.,3veral offcnsive
:'cc:nii.a.j.ssaitce r-:i;;'hrs ,,,..ere c-.:..: i eC or.-l , ar:::-n.g rvhich cnly one incon_
-tt'-i-.-. ^J-1.^ - -U"---.,--i\e arre-'.,;" i,;as;rade ori'b'.,s.o ene:]y fioatplanes over.i,he -A.i.oe rslands
cji ;h.e 2itir Apri"i" Beauflgiit,=:' .ri*!-l!, o:r. .;he 26.ih, fai't ed. to reiurn
i::c:: a r€corlr:3]ssallce i::L the sx..ie al:ea, and F1:-ght Lieutenan-b Gi'eenwooC
a:,i Sel-ijearri Thc,,r-oso:] tri;::c pos.;eJ. nrssrt-J"

.ho- ]i Squadron opened its score for i'{ay vrith an attack on the 2nddi:rectt:rl a6;ainst Penfoei. Aircraft, personnel, and tir.e barracl<s area
iiic\rc, s'lrr.i'erl fo::.abag of tvro bombers ancj. two fighters caught on the
-.-^ -. i.,^..J
t-I UurlU

.;he:,q: reri:c,',,,,1r.er1 st::a.jlers:increased iheir.rally on the 6tn May to
t.l:er,exi; e;rit i:f a.nct.h.er tei: fioatnlanes, destroyecl on the beach and. on the
tli;Lt,o;(".i':.t Ti,rDc'rfi1r:.c ir: th.+ Aroe Tslands, as urell as stz'erfing other tar6ets
in -;.:,e n,t-'j.gLrbc,ul'irood. The p:'.ice paid. f'o:: tiris effort was the Ioso oi oneof ';lie s:j.>: a.'i.;La.ck-e:ir.,. .rr'.ort this opr:ratron I'1ying Offj-cer Budrl and Pilot
Of i:ce ;' Iic;)uecn ..ve,:c rrii-ssirig.

.i. rn:";;ture of sllccess and disa$ter l.Ias experiencecl by the squa'tlron
on "Lhe' iOi.jr }iay, Cf tl:e six Beaufighters briefed io sirafe Taberfane,
ii;o r'.'e:'e lt.riservicea.ble, and. ti,lo returned o\{irjg to adverse iveatherccrnlitrol'15. TiTe other t,i.ro airclaf t cornpleted. their n:ission, d.estroying
1-:ric errt).fly n:o'to:'bcai,s on the Seratoe River, but, as they rvere landing at
l'l:-ii":Lrlgrnc:- t; r'efuL.i, l.Jere caught by ten Japanese fighters on the ground,
oii.e rea.r:figh"Lc:' bei:rg cestroyed. and the other darnaged. Reven6e i,ras
lllroi:.iJr. .llhree .lal.-es, threatening a convoy oif 1'Iessel- Islanci on the 1l-th
I'i:y., L'or€ j-ntelcepted by an equal iiuinbe:: of Beau.iighters. one of the
t a:.-ieS ',IaS i(iS':: ClIeCl .

There s,:enied to be no liririt to the success of No" JI Squadron, which
e.ccc,u::tec for 1,I:ree fighters on the g;.or.inc ai Langgoer.on ihe f7th ivlay.

' llne !1 irivli:res o.i the Beaufigh.ters liJere never vi:-lhout thrills, asr':g ci,::;onsi;::ateci ag;af-rr |ry an assauli c;i.1. grourl<ied alrc:':ri; at penfoei ont::e :iith,. 'Irvo l:crubersi urere clestroyeci and t'ro othez. aj-:.craft darnaged"0f r;h,:l .se\re:-l p;r.r,: j.crpa'Li.ng aircraft, one returned. to base through enginei;rii:blle, a i.;-lcotid ccliided with a tree over "bhe trar6e,u, but reached base
serile.L;. ii'l:'r:res otlrsi:13 :laileC to return. 0rr.e wad seen to go into the sea,
Sout.1*;Ia.,-r"; cf Koepang, a.no'.;her crashecl four niles froni the target, the fateof thc'trr.i::a rte.s unknol+::. In the action the sq.uadron lost Irlying Officer
Fi'] ch, Pi-Lot Cf'ficers i'[clennan and Taylor anc] Ser6;ean-is Cobern, Aimstrong
ai:u tr,::bcrtson.

A rrr i n n hn.r-i(4rrr uri rhe jlst May, the squadron aircraf-t, five in numbez"
Carral;eci o.rle ano destroyecl another aircraft on the ground. at Langgoer"rri th,:r err,su:ng dogfights wi'ch six Zekes, the Beaufighters claimed, onedestroyecl, rvhiJ-c tr^ro of our aircraft sustained riama[e.

The weathr:r' iuas still- hord.ing ulr operations earry in June. This,
ho"','er,e::, fa'iIed to clete:: No. JI So.uadion, r,rhich ntaCe one of its novt frequentr':sits 'io Taber:-la.ne on the 4th iune" !{ar.ning of thelr arrival heidat:r!al"en;Iy beeu recei'v'eri., as tr,lo enerny ai:'craft rvere airborne and. severa'l
r,ie:'<; r:cy!ng tc Lake of f , wi:en ,Lhe Beaufighters approached.
trr,:.ane ';'ras probabiy desi;z.oyed. ancl tvio d,amiged on iake-off ,"

One Japanese

ll::i.': tiQilacir'on, :i.ncreaseC ir:s vcritable cricke'b score at Taberfane oni;L;e .i,,?.'th i[li::e r*i.1,]i si.ir flo;,tplanes destroyed and tvro clamageci at theirL'o--i:".i,3s. )n: Peir: vis destroyed. in the air" juiaci::Lrr" grr, and. smaLl arms:':-:le l:o:"e.vet. ctatnag:;cl -three Beaufighter.s" On the \u,a), o;t, luggers were*.:-,^- '..1 -.-.,.r'^ ^.r rr.j..:'a":j,t >;uE.i .)r' 'i'ii..e:::::tte Of..i Ca::rre ifgoffi.

Frer;ue;ii' .t"ecolilia:i.sse.nces revealed consioerabLe const,ructionalcictivi-ty bl,''c;',e eneny r:n the island. of SeLaroe. So nucir so ilrat, in June'i:i:..: r::i';ai:,'o:r was ci::eclec'io nake eve:,y effort-i;o cle.uer th., enemy fron;:c-'l:,ivi::;. .:is or: j e c;i.'r,3 0f cc.-s;:uc l,:i; a:: airs-tz.i-r there 
",y 

consl;.nt



-)-

::.'),':',,--' ai;i;r-'..:,1::;. As ? rtt::;i-r 'b six Beauf ighters esco:-ieC No. t2 Squadronr s
V:"i-i,e,e Ve::.gean.ce ,ii-ve-bolbers to the targei on th.e tEtl .iune" This vras
the o:.:iy cf fensive st.::ilie by No" 12 Squadron in irtrorth-l/estern Area.
l.r:he;-:-ihe il.:ve-bcnbers compleieC their v,rork, the Beaufigl:.ters carried out
si::aiing at;tacks on tire stri;: and shot up the r,'iliages of Lir,gat and
1_) - - ^ -'r, +- q-:i r

On ir.lne 22n<1 , r:.inety n:i.nutes af ter three B-24rs had a.ttacked., nine
iea,:l:,.;l:i;i.:--'l; be.i:trli:co. Lh.,5 nor,/ fa.rnil-iar scene of Tabe:'fa.ne" ihey hao io
lii5.:+: r,: f e.l; liE*.ilJ a$ r:!"'eI,J'e fighters" The R"-"A"F. airc::;rf-u damaged. tr,ro
;'i g.:ters: :.::. the.' B,i:i e.n(j. Ll,r: f ioe.tpl..ar:nes crt tne beach. Tr,uo Beaufighiers
\\re,ite (ii:r.i:ra.;,:r<1 b1r,.ch--i.,.,:ji, 1>ui'i; reachecl base safely"

..,*:ai:L o.: ;he ;lr--,h, Se:t-e.::oe v,'as visi i;ed b.y s:>: of the squadron
;j.l::;,ii-, ,,l.ici r.,r{o grcurrde(i tl;ln-enginr:d bonrberE \riere ca.ughu and desiro}c:d..
llcicrc Le;t:.-,ri.r::'i;rre -:-r.;-'-an.C, ri.ietii::orie and-Lhe villages of Lingat and i./erain
\.';. r I !: "_ :' b ',:,r 

^l

Eiarr.r.igi.'l;ei at iaciis on Sel.iiroe a^ni Taberfane du:'inq the f irst five
i;.; s, o.i Jul-y er.tp*oycC reasor:abiy large disposirrons of aircraft" In the
,-.rs; ;,';'La:;ri or't. Sele,.tiie, r,vh..i-.1..e three acted as top cover, 'uhe otirer th::ee
:.',,';:',:sed s;oi.es, notrr" 'cranspo::i and suspec'bed areas. Il the oiher atiack
:-;a-r-;ls't 'Ia,;e:":1.,.r:e. adve :ser viea-ther i ntei.f ered r,vi';h the operaiion and
i'i:s;iiea. ir': s'i:.r:e^:iing attack cn a 'tvlo-mast sucniy rressel about lOO feet
l");lJ, rr'.iich }:,ilrs; into flailes giving off heavy biacs sraoke. Again on ihe
.1-:';).,, sj.>: ij.rr:raf-L set out ior faber.fane, bu.i, onry tvio reached the target
Ci,ie ';o lire pi'e.reiiling weather" The resuli r.Ias one iePeierr clestroyed.

ll t rri ''+ *h.,ircugh heavy inieather on the 241Jn, tvrelve of the squadron
;:.i;'i"rra.:l'i; tee.chcC 'Lh.e target area, again Tabe:r.fane, v,,here a ictal of
-- .- -^i--. ^.-. +r,-^.!--,e-rr.* uEiUii r..-..)a-!l-ane s i..'erc obseryed on. the vlatef and in the air. Consequent
,l-'-{rL,iiiet} witit ;hq ai::i:crne aircraft resu-l.ted in fcur enemy aircraft damaged.
il:re piica'l:o',;iie sc1rra.i,::on for -chis efforb was one Beaufigh'i,er m:-ssing
ilr',ru1;ii ac;.i<-acl.: Jire aricl" :wo oth.ers damaged. Ilylng Of fi.cers Gillespie
a::.i: Ca:lc::cr:r ,l ia n,:t j: .::eiiiy::t r'rom rhis mission.

D,^r:r.:ig i,r,y, 'i:he .Lorrg*lrange fighters of No. J1 Squadron were also
le';:o:reil tD €:;;,g6)v'; aurface vessel-s and to afford protcction against enemy
a:r *it,;cl,:i. ?his l,;as evidenced. on the 2nd, wherr tvro unidentified tvlrn-
;,:,;:.::u.,C arrcr=.-i'i; \,Jere \,Jarded off frorn a convoy by th.e alert Beaufighter
c ,f,v 3.i , ::\qain, 'LilLr follorvj"ng day, tv,ro rrl{apsrr vrere forced away by the
es,:o;'i;iLg ;rircra.f't" C:: this occasione one Beaufighierrs guns jarnrned"
lv;.).ii..r=; i:r'ier', a ir.,..l.fhe:r a';ten:pt, r,las rnade on the convoy by a t'Rufe?t and
ii.;c iliaI:c-.,.,;r, a.rd Otice niore the guns on the sarne Beaufighter janmed.
!esice; ai-.i tir:s a.ei;ivii;y, ',;he::e were searches for rrissin.g aircraft and
ra'rig;rtic.r;:al trainirl,g flights "

fhe mon'i;i: encied ivith a ra.id
€':_r;*'ai i.. \lr1.J.ages we_ie strafed
-. j.:! j 5: _" ,\+.
\, !- w v-9,:, D--u L t.t J e

on Tanirnbar Island, carried out by si:c
and bombed ano a .srna}I irative craft and

:'ur':.1:-;; rr''r'rrts1; L s!€cific i:ist::uc-tions \.rere issued iha.r ai r.c:.aft gere
i.o bu- L-:,.rr-'.cy:r. j-n ;r.r:;c,:rlca.nc,: n: il: liie rores of the squaciron to r,uh:-ch ;hey-rlc;-.ce 

:rr :" -)1 Squadron, bei;rg a long*range figirt,er squadron,
:.t.s lleg-i: ri::;1"- ; rj--.:, Ne-'c cSi:c:-t f c:' su::f aCe tressel s, i'c,r use j-n the :

i1 t',E,;=-li.:,c:-,-,.. ;;,- I:,'..r- i'J-:;-Ll:tJ a.rtack-s or enenj- aei.opianes, par'ticul-arly fLoa-u:-.'--a.ni;;=: it-L i,a.e+s uiii.::ir: rarr.go and. s'l;ore.s, fuel barges ano. srnaiL surface
i,i'5.r'-, -rO:... 1r,.:.;.r:e..t,-cinn Of ,;.:^Sc;::.i-..eI and fnOIOj..CltajlSrlof;.

:la;>,.:r':'a.:re i/,raii tire tai';;et
i.:i a ; :. o :'t, !i'i,r.i *',t f -'1." o t,.r::., i :,-, tro 1v:- n g
1):'1.;.) i,-:.,1c.r.-ri: .t:-rcr;jt iaiiirrig'L

;'+_-;"

August " Five
four abortive

on tl-,.e 11-;li, eight Beaufighters darnageC. one
ano;her a-i, r;s li.oo:.irgs, besiCes sirrkl-J-ng three

r-t- ^-. -. ^l .-^ ^

I'or ihe squaCron thronl;hou't;
thiriy*fite so::tles, besides
c i'each ' the ta:'g'..i.



I rrq4l J.,

sl in:.s i:l:-il 3 r -. \va.l: nctice.d 't).rai f l-oa.'cl'l anes nol.J i-.: Lise hacl bettez.
',.-::-)::i:ance ';l:an ';lios: 1:.:evicusl y escountered and could iceeir cace with
;..-.; .i,CAL:-:3--.;..,;' --l-yi:r; C:',aCity.

C:: t h* -,1-/;rr "4-ri1;usi, u<.:'i en-cireI.y -lhr.ourgh ;he spec-tacur ar na.bure of
::,: .::. -' :r..tiJ,1.ir:.rrr'i, e i:Lre j3eauf i,6hte;.s bur.st age.in into -bh: Ii:,:e1:ght, ,
-.,^'".-ir.'ei] ;f, .::.1:';;ai,t,i tl();:,t1lJ-aines ;r.i, ,Lla.ller:iane, elght aircraf-i; st:.afed a
..i.,-;e.r ccl::r!:lt:iing troops oir';ne $<:rr,lellloe Eiver. 'rthe c:'af'c; vlas set on
i-rLt:e e.rlci. i"c-rty to f ifi"by "iapa.nrlse in the r.,Jater r,re:.e kr.1-i.ed. A-i;, the same
'i;-;1.,e, a i.l:;'-:1-i-:"ng c1r:g"irgirt ei:e;ueC r,rith five eriemy aircrerft -. bhz'ee trRufestr
ar-r.. cne Illle';eti L;e:ng ,-iets t.i:oyerl and the reiiiaitling rePete,r dailaged .

I{.)u.'t:,:ry';,.1-i,te":,,6,7g1.;he $alice area, Beaufighters in cogfights
i.;.:'ticTci["t1,;c ltH.ur'esrt auc.l. cl-a'i rneo. one ttPete!tas probable. Tr+o of our
s'u::'i,lfeL;,: col-l.idetI in liid-air and vrere lost, killing Elight Lieutenant

t -.-L,ii'..--.:.er:' anc r'Iyi-ng C\flfj_cers Lyne, Leithead and Graves.

Cn i-,lte 26'r.'t and jO+;n Ar:gusi, siniJ-ar tasks incre:rseC the so-uadronrs
b.rg1 ia tl-e ;i.i,r' airC oi] -iiie g:'oirnd . In the Ia'bie:' attai.ck ]lo " iI Squad:.on
lor.t cne a:.i::cr;ifi. 1t vras iast seen being pursued by 'cr,ro floatplan-es"
r1:;.:; Lieui.enant l,liilard an.c sergeant tsuiier failed to return.

,1.,.,'1., i* cr^*--^-1^,-- ,r-$i-.ii'.')r ]n Sl exiernb,srr 'Lhe enemy attenpt,ed retaiia-';ion against the
sc;r :i::-r:r cy 'r\,rc) ',.:raji .r !.tight raids on Coor,.taire ie:.odro:1€." tsoih, hol,/ever,
f;:.i :..e: 'tr:, er f ect any ct;,aage v;l:raiever.

c:':. i-.11.:1i';). Septembe:', lli::g Command.er. F"vl .B" i,iarrn assilrned. cornmand of
squ:rcir'on j-::on'i'i:ng coi,:iir,e.ncler c"r" Reac, .l-).!'"c. This vlas the firs'b
o*" co;:i:::itrj sinc;i the ec.;uait::ons s foz.rna'licn"

Sr:: i:1;'e;l';rer' l,'it,sj i:is.;..:ed b;, vring si;::ilies in r,yhich the Eea,:f igltters
f i,g;li,:,rJ 'c:roi.ri.:nec.t-'y. rii:-*up;?roi:"b the rnon-;lr lic,. )1 squaeroa t s eiir,craft
'{!r.lu?:ic:;J-oi'e,,,i o;i. itai'a:,1:"r:g rr"i,Js. Thr.ee l*ere stagecl on Sela:-oe fS}and,
c,:i ei.',.-,/ ()"1 r .:r.: st:'i.lr L oca Lt'd thero r olre &f iiidd re coirfriiisrience vlas f Loln over
rl: -; :.,r._, l-c-i:rfr'r-icr.*!.' e.rtd. ol:e stri.l<-e or the t6ttr et the o1d spo-b, Taberfane, in'Lh,f ,-:.rr:,c': G;cr.:.p. ,:r i,hjs Iat-,ter raid, in vlhich seven Beaufighters figured,
o:,: i'-::'e-te;r !.,e.s destroyeci. on ihe return trip to base <;ne aircraft,
ci:'n:;,:ti L.' a.,J---,r.cli, macl e ::. foi'ced randirig in a sivarnp, f:-f'Leen rnires from
:",i-: I : .i - -i.-,.t^.:l,-r-.r-!r.i....i c.J-1^.,.! r 'r.:iiei lt"'o ctiie::s ianded out of fuel in llrnhemland" There vtas
ariDtjic:. j.';;::c,,:d lei.::,dil; a'i; thr:, emer'gency strip on Ba'thurst Island a fevr cays
-' : 'rj -., .-'l ..'
,J- v U -,.,\lDlvr .

". char'.rci:eristic j-ncrd.erL'i: involl-ved six of the squadron's aJ-rcraft,
b.;'iefec i,r aitaclt Sela::ce, early on the 9th October.. l,Ihil-e bombing the
strip rri'rd suspected d,,rn:p areas,'the atiackel:s shot dovrn a bornber in the act
.:f l-.,..,1i-." mu-r- .l.l.r'rcl-nd;" ,'i'ro Lr*in-er:ginerl aircraft atternpt,ed inte-::ception and r,lere
i;nr;;i-i'i br' cre Beaufig:ri; er pilotecl by squadron Leader Go:.d.or:. He firsi
j,:t;:.s;c,r,e..l iIs load of bombsl &rrd ciosing to zJ ya-.d.s shot one of the
-:rla::'ce-J-cr:'s i.n'l;r: ihe sea.. sho::ily after h.e saw another encrny aii,craft
it;l: '^cl::,-^g i.i"': :iorra,:.tiorrl agai-n, lie at,tacked and sent this aj.:-craft
S;)i-ri.r.;.1 ..;::O ljlI? i;ul'.

lic" ]-1- Sc'u.a:I:'cii ',,i;rs now con..Jentr'ating on sweer.s -ior. eaei:y shipping.'.-.rIi ,:.-llc, iii c;:.1..e -.;ittl t'€i::1.r'r.r$ isLiitds scaii;-iered" th::oi.rghoui tne A:"afura Sea.

S.L:< llei:'-:.-t'i.jir;e*.s, o:r. ';he 1$-ci:; Ociobe::, :i_u. lheil: er.-idl_ess s€.arches forj'l c:.i't;,i::'ri.;, ht..r'6..r!:j ,3.-t.r,i en,erny shipl:ini:;, happened. on so:jre srnail- vessels
., .-l,.,- - r-1':'o1i:-:-; ei.r::i3 tr.+; ,'.jtri"ula'Loir R:i-ve:. These were strafgd e.nq left in a damaged.

c.c.:.r:; rio.". Accu::;r^'l.e :'i:-ie i::'e from the vrcrn:-ty of the ol-ci Krei vilrage
:,cs i 'L.rrc sgrlai.: ojrr ;ne ai:.craf ; rnissing f ::on this a;iack . r-b r,le^s seen io
It'isj'r. -n;x tlr(? sc.:. fi:r"uy rniies south of Tf,angan Isi-anc, kitl:-r.g Flyi.ng
,'' . r-' - ^ -^ rr.,^; :r I .- .^uJ ii.L,'i-- u"i't-r.i.i:.nrl tr:'iil F:1ci Of-i"i.ce:" de P'ierres. On rnis par.,;icular riissione
'i i)E":'.;o- , apn:rc]..lnii'i eiy IiOO f ee',: long, a:rrl a srnal-1 sing)-e-nas'L vessel r.lith

fi t :,1... .l'--.:, ierd nitrci.-.- dr,-.: ra6 
=hri n= --.rr - r r; 6^-f 

,1.- -,w..-.Ur :iu.,ua .rrvk9 v*sv*--o sk..re(ov s--s v*vD.

J1 Sci::adrc::r s a.irc:*ft .'..ovvi .u:: to thi,,



,::-::.ii-..;:.eL-'l-s a:.:c si.;: Beai:J:gh-;er"s boLinci fo;: ihe Sei'i,ratoe R:-ver or,
'i;::e l::.c]: ()i:tc,':;::- iz.i.L,:ci ';ci I c,.;ate ;l:e .c.l:lre; d,"re .co a ;.a.vigational error;
r'\: L, --. --.1i1;l uu r,":e ga::le sccjlc ii"lr_-. days laier ti:ey si.,ccessir:1ly s-L::af ed
'iil. l-;,-'-' a;-: b:lI'r:.'; i.i i. I':-- ::D.in.:, s .i.ength. During thesc -j'..jecrs a netr air-
str':p l^/sr$ fi.j-$ccvcj:,.,cd i.nC. du.l,)/ :"<,.poL:tei1 .

lli.;:i:.1.a-
--E-!ciiru o

riildr:, ue:'e $te.gcd. c.,r: the 29i:h r,,rhr:ri missir:ns vrsi-ted Tanimbar

|iov";rlbi::' ).94J o;:,()rreC "li'ilr the usual shii:pii1g Iecollnai.ssance cover
i,v,3i' '!h.e i-::uif ar"a Seas. l,ri;s-t of .lire oif ensive o.cere,-lioil.s cjuring thisn ,,-.-.
-- u." -,.rru !re j. j ;.'c,r;1.r,)sf i,€ niSSions, in itihiCh tife tseaUfigh-iefs escoriecL
,'"j. r,t;:i;,Il- i-'o;;be:.s,

I: (:).-:e s,.rci.r chara(i'.-,eri$i:ic nission on tne 2nd, six of each aircraft
:'air:ec ,r.i:i:.:rgirr l"srand u::event:iuIiy, except on tur.ning for home, three?i';1 : - 'ii r ''- i- - ' ''":cC to :inte-,vene neEir :reLr l(rei Virl-agr-. One rrf the enemy
r -i )- ,-,. i :-'+ ,. ,, -. " 

1. .<!rr ,-..-;r L .huti re":ned o.amage, 'bo'gethc.r r,vi'ch one Beauf ilr-hte:' uhj-ch received.
ctLilj:roii f:.i'e ,j.anit;le in i,)G port wing"

laius',rere stailed i,r. Ti:n::lbar rsl-a:.rci on th,.;6th and trre lrth. 'rn
;.,.: f ,.r:; l. a'i;;a:li a, -'er.r;e :ai)-:n6' boeit and t'.io oiher vessels \Iere slirrk,
i'r:r,iic'a i'c:-'::;'-fco'i; ba::5;e, a lcetch and a nurnber of srnalr canoes \.Jere
E; ::vrj-t;l I ::'e"r:Ie'i" J,:,panese sol_Cier.s on Seiaro,". strio l.Iere sabjected to a
c:'vt __ _t'--.
5(..1 ra-rrr\ .r -.r-.ii. In tl.e l-a.:l;iel att,ach sela:coe sti:ip r..ras again strafed, but
tl:e i'li:li,,"u:1i.4-r:te::.., aiS.r 1;urnertl .iheif,g'unS on to acii-ack positions and
si.;::ii,:;. ;he ne:.6-i.rnoa::i-a6 vi-i-1c,g;es, Adoaot, r,ii:;a.t, I,jez'-*n, -r,oe::soei and.
'(c, - ,{ -'-

,li;;, ti::;1 s -']-at'i: ::l ., L.h:'ee f.iitchell.s and. threc Be,:ruii.g;n.bei'n r:cccunied for
c r;i.,":-.,-,-- "i es:,ll :.n thr-: vj,.i:i::ii:1r of Forcla-te Ista::d" fhis vessel- lrras

-'_ .. -.. ^ -1 I -.c:;j.:.ic-r:*:liled i.o .'.'rr:lsi..irr-1..'J a. sm;.:il :i.sland and ]iad sloiied dor,.lu i;o eii rninate ther';:.'.;h" ?ile !,eaui'igiiiers 6[ai]ied ei fi::e on bo;rrd, hefore the i,litchells oeal-u
ril.c fil:al. bl.o'vi. tseicrc leaving ti:e scene, the Beaufighters strafed ths
s.;i.iii;i-,; s.tri p eli:.11 person.neJ. .

Cir th,-, i4;L: aril s:uaCr,'>n aircraf-b returneC iron Dar,,uin to Coorrralie
.- 1 a/_ r -a,^ ,_, ,

ireit Japall.';-se slrps ccul.l rnove uat:'oubled -r the Tiilor" Bancia ancL
---;,-r-'**"a. ie:s, :l:-- a:;-rs ccr:;ro1]cci a:rd recoi:.-Loi-Tr.,i1 b7;i'o" Jl- squadron, as.''.':":,:v:.c,l.encr:d,::: t*:e.iiu;r Novei'n-5ejr, r,rhen a coi've-ite type of v,ossel_ riear:.
it,;ii*.,-o:" is:"i:.nC r,'r^s s,i':.i,rci al:d boinbed by a coiirposite fo::ce, causing it -bo

r',rit ;-Jr ou::cj.. ?nrs 'v r:sS,r..i ',,as Iisted as tiproba'oIy d.es-broyed.rt "

'bhe

do'"vn
a cll

ot
cupola

dto
i Gaunt

T'a-::i:i,bar -1-siailo rec*ived yet another unwelcorne Beaufighter visit on'..-,,. 1,::. ;)r:r.ert'lt.-, t*ilen Lhe ,sqlradi.on delive::e,1. one of its ali too frequent
1,. ...r- .,.;.-- -l.-^-.^r.ic-;'E..i.it-i."q itiaci(t.:. i\:.ne ai:"craft l,Jeru. briefecl forLhe operation. En
.i'oti'ilc, 'i;tre s"jI'.:.c1;1.lll€) cf ihe jelty ai Aaoaet on the island. of Japdena r,Ias
Si-,-u-' Ji-J,:-.;1.*;; :i "

0i. the ll'll:, e:.;ht tsea,.rfigh-iers 
"bt out on 1,et ajioi;her liarassinge;r;:.sh o;r Japagese s):ip1:rr:'off ihe coa-st of rino:'" lhe aircraf.[ strafed

aj:.]. i.J.i.:i:r;ei s::; sCho(:..:,;:;'s alli si-ti:.k;r.lo 8O-:oot root/ell b:;:.ges Off },lalnatUto"-..: ;--'r li'.ia;; ; .:()rr'/c:,,r ;o.a:rstin; of tr.,'c \ooo/iooo-ton vJssc,is Loaclecl witlr.
- ..j: ..,.-j-,lut-"-l *-Ia: i;rl*1j)i.'.e:i'- . :-.L re co:t.i oy a 2C)-toe ;c:; ,r: oyej.r 1..'a j sr;1:;c-d. c.ncr

J\,3,,-,.it: cl: l-.ire ?1;-t, s j-t: Beaufigiirers ancl. si:< l,1i-tchells attacl:ecl
., L \!.

a.cr c.-J-'i^ii3 i:.i.',::.iko:". Orr-'vessel received tv;o di::ect n:-is from the
r'"i tc":.ci-1. bt:,rcei"; " 1i: -crok,: int,o tvrr: anc sank" The i'li.tchells shot
(-rr-e :.: -a.;)' :'':ijri,e::'" '.lhel co v'e ring Eeauf i6iitez.s ryarclecl of f I j].i.ee ir?uf
i.rire,;: '...,1be:.';.':llre, i! r:Str',1;y:-1g; i;r*g. Cti:er tt?u:i'eStt lvere S€:en, bUt diCl 1
:i.r i,e:'i,'r:i:r,, (,:ie ljei..r.,i:l 5irie:: had^ a r,;ing tr-p .shot or-r', the rr-rserverrs
ca.ir-r:3ec , li;:d :-he cbse-^,,"e::! s lrarachuie iroled. one Beauf iga.cer faire
rr:-iii.ril i::o:.r thj.s ope:.at:i crr" p:-1oi oi-ficer "rones ano !'t-:gi,t sergean
:.i:.il;u '..c ::'at';:'t* to ir,lr;c af Ler ::efue]ling ai; irlll-r j.ngrmlti"



t:,-1 i-)o:i;ei{ 'uo br::;e:" .:l- ci-:',:i) i{rif e silaier" caus-i-n; d.-:.:age an.C. casualties.
.{i, i,':1.,: de, .Lir-i'.ii,,:;,i ';l:-,i ':r...;;i;-<e.::; $i:i:ricci :,iGrrercuscs c^-rC sarii{ a )00-ton
C':r:,-jo'""9l31; r; -r. "

'.'':':.c :',:.1 "ict'i..:I ,:i;.1' ei:Ii b of the sci.uac-l.r'or'L arlci::1 f -L sei out *uo a1;-tacli
":.i- i rt.r r'/r'. i^ f t tri;:i .l-i'.;:;.'l.crL i.:l Lautettt l-la.::'bcur:'" O.ne of tile transoor-cs
'.{,1.^:i sUiif- lrul':.'r:.r,i; i:,r'..; u-;, }rai,"iIg; rJeej: a'r-,iaciieC" rjic t:'ev"ious evening by
l,io" l.B t'llil 5r-1iiac.!.r'ol" As clre i'or5:e s\^/ept into the ai;acii, tire uncia-rnaged.
ves;el- i,,ia.s rrn"L o€:urrf " iigirt i.ir'6ct hi- bs v.,ere ::.;isiereii a.nc bef ore
-1,:aui:r,; ';i..e :reit -i; \'Iris no'uiced r-nat 'rhe vessei l,ias uncontr'ol--l ;rle-l y orl
t:r.,: ;",1.1. i ir a sinking; condi iion " O.'i. ilie rvay home, f cur 1r1{ic}<srr vrere
'::5;,:";c,cl " 'Ic;, ai.rc;rr';, pir oted by Sclu;ldron Leader Gor"don, D"f "C", a1:

once cij-l:i.r'*d. io i:rter(;e)I " ,riter the sl<i:'m-i sh one li;rci been destroyed
a::i1 ai,ci;:i.:r' C:irr,::ged " Oi,e 6j1erny aircraft folior,ied i:he fiight f or eighty
:t,:il-es out ove:' ihe T'irco:: Sea., prior to iu.rning for home.

Il:c+ i;urring of i;ire spotli.ght once more on Tirnor was accented on the
2+i;h Decerrlbe:: b:r a ;j oin'i; rn:.s3ion against A-;ainboes, engaging five Mitcheil;
e::,i. f'our Deauiighters,, iiLi-cn a.cted as .:,)p &over. On the JOtil, the
s.iu:iJ'r>n orief e C e:-ght more aircraft to harass 'cargets along the coast of
Ii;:or r::tvrr:en l.l ena;uto and Atarnboes.

il j"tir ther ,::l-ose or: 19iil, No " )1 Squadron had rccorded 1.1]7 sorties,
-,^ -.,'1.--:.-- :.^ r,'r s">-{r(,-!.i--!:, .:ii. .i-o e,:iei4y €},1-t('CIirr.t i.esirOyee in a.eri.a1 conbat a.nti 49 grounded
;":-,::r';,:.fi,iestrayr:ti., r:r-rgc'i;he:': r,tii,h trio pr":babIes. Therr: were also Ii
: .--,.-..t r,-. lT^-1,n....,;")u(, r,r (,.t.lH ,:.ir eLrici. ]2 11 :rnaged on the ground, a.s i*cl-I as iour ships
^^-.!.^^-'-.:u ED ur. !J tjt{,

lii o" .i,1 iiri;ia.di'c::ts acl,:runi; fo:' 1p44 opened on the 2ncL ,January, tlhen
, i -:.- -- - -- ... -^ ^ l.:..\'..rri+,.,., i.rr L ro..r u cal:'it-r-ec out ii. li.:.rassing attack on tlrangan Isla.i-"cl . The
a.,i:c?:.i"i :r:lr.c.e a corrri-e'r:e ru1 conn.aissance of -i;lte island r';ii;hout enerlly
::.";1i,:-';..'c 1ic . f h,: ;i:1..:-acjl f:'cr:i -inc'.,rn posl;iors v,'ar sligh't and inaccurate.

r,n l;,e r;:c.i::.in; c-.:r. tii.i-: 4-bh., elght Beauf igit-ters, led by Squadron
l,e;cic:: lo,',j.c,-:, D"F.C", ',vere briefed to cover six j'.ij;che11s of llo" 18 Ntr-j
Sci;a,i.i'rrl r.'r-it,:,'.:1ti"n.g knr:',,':i eneniy shipp.Lng. in TenEru Harbour, Timor.
l.p --:oacii:".r;; the Til.l;l' ccas't, Cicrocn intercepteC and sho-t ioi^,'n a r?Betty?'"
l:ea.'iry r'a.i:1 cr\; er' tire- ril.r'Ger ;iad e obsei'\rat j-oi] of the boinbing laiC

' -- ^-'-i r-'1 " r''r'+ i t r,,;:r.s thoughi thert orle borliJ s-trucii 'tire sidc of one of ther...!vJi)--J,!,i, llrtrl

"e,sc.1s sigiii.cd" Gor';lc;: $Irafed arici blew up a barge in Ser,iaoe S",:ait"
fll--i;e t:L,hc:i: E:aur'i5;l-;e,'s s;:'afed a lO-fooc 1:::ahu t.rhich dic-i no-u burn" Later
r;;r t-:a; s3.11g, ,-iay four aircraf-L covez'ed three l"lrtche-t-Is f::orn the sa:ne
;l(ii.G,- io.: T..i :.',3n:.Lr 3.:ri1 saw d:i-::ect 1:i'cs tuith :resr"li i;:n6 f ire on a ri;e:icnarr'L.;';esse i cf cor^ar.rcci;i,l-i tc::r:;i.ie "

l,i r.;ii-;i,:ir-i;,"di.r:n with r;-iglt'b e,.t.rcr'[rfi on one oi'i'us p6irioiical
;r.,:$a.ur-"rs on. T-ir: r;r' oi; .bliei l.llth Janueity succeeded. in sinlcir-g a i2O0-ton
;:':.:^-1:i: ri ll.r',,-r.;ir';o:f arld iana,a:.rr1l a 500-ton vessel ofi' -rta;oepoe" Lautern,

.;i'i.i:,:boi..;,., I-;.:ra.":i:to i;.r:i. A';a':oepoe trer"e straf cd by' the sarne f o::ce.

0il 'LLe' iI.i- so:-ui.r,+s carri.ed or.lt during Jainuary, )! r.;.:re offensive
s;::"1i.:s, il2l c,)ii'volrr cov',i.1', 8 resL:ue ope:.ations, l-2 sc.arches and 10 navi-
-?:-t,-!. n fn-.-l-r-, n:. -:l-1..L-.

"- 
JJ,

'i-'hro:.i3?rcu.; Ferru:::y, i:he ever'-r.ratchful Bear:iigh-ters con'tinued iheir,
JU vcir) e; !.r r.r.- o ur'af in; nissi ons in the Kai, Az'oe arid f animbar Groups.

'l'ite -ri-3h suanie:r.) oi'co-ordir:aiion, r:reviously riitnessed, vJas again
)7'i"'''"j1ir '''^^-6',t on tlre l-9ih Februa?y, when six i'l:-ichel-1s \.iei'e covered by..! JUVI

,*,.,:c.',ee'.r:i:-3iLtei's, briefecl to a-t-tack the Niina Iliv'^r ts;'iiae" !hey rr'ere
-e -- uy tire Coi:;nr.t'rCirg Oi'f j.cer, !Jirrg Colii:nu.nde r I'ia:rn " llio ail'c:ait
er:..,.:c-,a,;)l.e,j cie .l;lto.i clt;cs-i at tire usual- ze:.o alr,ituc'Le, nerj.-ing I andial-i at
..-J ;.:,:,r:';;r o:l cl:; ..:i::e Ii:-vc:. an,1 *-:'r-:o-circcj. -cl:c bz'id-c i^t, t::ce-top he:ght "'----.-.:*i;.:;--J.:;::::u-:;::-.; str':;;t;-:eJ 1/.re:c s--:c-je; pr-cr".: o':he boinbin3
a;,;-r.r..:" '.1.'l:i>l;.,-: :-:, d.-:'::::;c, c:r:1 i ::.c; i:e e sii-.'..a;cC :L::.::i'' 1';e'r;;,
..,..',, -c..,..';.".^--: ..-i:.;:.-::.:..'J-.,*:.-a; I I.'t"'e:lc; ;:.:.r_c :o ;,:-, :;-ts-.* -3'-.c-;L-"ua a::c the
i.. l-,.-.:..'. .:- ;.:- ,-'-l ':1.r.. r.:.:-^ '.. .



1i:,1 '":)-'--':1 "i:toui 3e;;,.ir;^ricl.s vj-s:-i;:l Sel-::i'oe ,;n -;-:e 22ni a:ici s:j-i!:
r^ ;.., - - .: ;;r J -- -'3:::. e.::.ci -,;i:-.3e ,ia'.1's 'l l',.:: -:-: -:: ei;.::c:-:.i;, l_c.a.d.._-:3 f o: i.
s:;:c":i,at-i;:.c:l: o::. i; Lr.: 11t,:r.i. ll.ive; Ericige. ;aissej ii:er; o;jcc-ui-,-c, having
:;i: - -'- i'.,e :;i:e 3e:-'.aiin ii:tre .:.' ic',: 'bire ri'lrna Piver, a-1c,. s';r'-l:lc;. obser.vai,i.on
:, :i'-,: J 

",:, 
t'..,: e:: C:..':-.',.rt'iC-: a:fd. Na;f*'aIOea"

O;.r tce 2!);h, c.-- t-,;' sii: aj-*'craf "l b:ief ed. ic: Ro-bi rsla.ri, tr,,,o
i:i--l e,1 i;c "i:a,{re cir';' e.:.r.j 'i'.,,o ::eturnecl to base ihrou3h errij;ine troub-l-e ",li:.e lctri:rini:r.; ailcraf i; attacked. tr.;o tv.'o-masted and one sing] e-mas,r,ed.
,.u;--:.r':i a'i l;he nead of Pepe1a Bay, ocsrroyi]tS onc) i'..,ro-.i-:ras-;ecl iu56cr.
-ate:. at iic,di Isl"a.rrd ihe aircraft s-tra-ied and. desL,royed a )O-foot trvo-
ltas i.',ci. schconer 

"

TIre ra.id on tiic. Bl;h Ma:'ca, a possrble barge hideout in a mangrove
5;jji;,D:rear Saumli^].-i, i,'aF unspeciacufar and disa'cpointing to t,iie par.tici-
na. ling cro\,J.s, a.$ observation of the resuit of the::,iiss:.on vJas not
*\^/. -.;1..t -JUi-_.__!.:t-. -

ii;. 'bLrc f o-,..1 olrj-nrr ,J.ry: flourbeen Beaufighters and. nins CL?r s-
. .. ',., ^^"--.^.-.- -:, 

":-'.' 

- -:- 
'--,' -:**-*:'^.--^" 

*:^*,-':": 
" '' 

e)

c:t.r':1,'J. lrg J:-rr 'ie.r'iiot:i-:"e.i_ .:.nd eciui.prnent, denarted. for potshot to -balce part
:n ;.he iefer:ce of ';l:re !ie,:;t A.us',;_=.^'l ia coais'c. Thi.,:; r,ras part of the -
COL:-:-::Ltrl' IiFri.r.Sri;: eS 'Laii.c=rr a,Iailist the antiC:t'i.:r:.ted rnove o_ ;he JapaneSe TaS:<
Fo::Ci:, ';h:ic,u-q)r i:h"e 1r:ician 0ce an possibry ;or";ar-'cs ?erii,," The fleet had.
:t-'c ..'..:-! J' r.,-';;^Cra'{/n io Si":.igap'cre. Al l- aircralt and perso:.:nef ieturned"to '..,,o,r;:i:.l"":-o r;n Liie 2J:ld i,iarch.

.,r' f er,r ii.ays afrev' tliei:r' return, No. J1 squadr.on se-t out fo:. Boti
.Isl,r.l;::.,i" ;:.. I Oe:iggst) jls.'1 , a.f ter s,;raf ing rltns, three single-rnasted prahus
t';,:-:: r.'ii. i^.rr.:a6:l,i ci:;c slck:-::g. Tris raid. ccst the squacron one ai:'crafr,
ani c-:i:.'*', r'rl1c;h ,:rashed :i.n i'l-ames at the head of peiela Bay aftel
s;::': l;i.,:., "-.lr': mas; o:[ a piahu, ki11-ing Flrght Lietr;enani; Frtten anc Flight
S e::roa;: i. !'o;ile "

un tlre JCr":' i'iarch "fhe squadron set oui and at"backed shipping off
Te-il'.u" Tlt" r'e'tur:rirrg aircraft claimed a )OO-ton oil iender as sun]i,
a:rc--:er s:;:;;.r]-l er \/essel- lrobably sunh, al-so a barge loaded. with oil ciru:ns.

'iit.e ..:on.t): of' .Ap:"i'l san tlie
'--:;-)'J:c,ac:i;:,1 . tho overall ob j ect
f inci ,::.nri ,:*s -t::.a f a:'a sea be.ses,
sci -;::.-n1; lf L.u';,cn Jie'// '3uinea ir,:
th.e :fi,::"urt crasr''; ci" i\ievt Gt:ifiei."

of i-ensive rise i;o a fury, hith.erto
berng to keep the enerrry tred dovrn in
l+hj.lst contributing tr: a terrific
preparer.'tion for the A.LlieC Advance along

fl oLl--r i.:..i. r:^ 
;; i. v 

". 
1 ;, f c i..i; r.:.n a i

c^.,1,-'r.. ..... ...-. c..--,.rr i)a. - e:-3i .--... sc'lb=.clt
l,y.i'i.alr: ()vri"r Soe a::.ql anrt;ner.
D; : , r:: r: '-i : -"i::- c- b.::.I ;:n;s w
I;i-... r......; :.'.is;:',.c,;_ :'_:.gi-.: Ser:

'.l1io :,;u.a:"irr:n ,ili:r.l<--'ri j..n tli.is intense a.ssaul-i:, f iy j.ng appro:.:ima"te'l y
i;er/t,3. 1-:y' no-r'i:i.es, hai'i*l-;s-Lirg iJirnor', Tani-nibar ancl. Semoea -isia:rds antL i..he
vil.i;.;,-rr; oi l-aiit,.:i.r and. Sor: in par.ticular"

e in ;hei:' r'ate cf casual-ti-es, No" jL
on the llth April, one Beaufoz't being cl-airrred
crashii:.9 on return 1':.orn -the sarjte rnission.

erc. des'Lroyed and Japancse riachine-guri:-cd.
6^eants l-si-bo tt e---d il:sitins failed to re.;ur:r"

ilsi-;r3 3a.rl:.u:'sL rsia:rd as c.lr aovanced. b:lse, on 'cne.: ]3';:l Aplir twoof ;iie ;or;;i:.o..!i aircz'a:'i accoir:;::n*ec tuelve Sprifires o::' i\o" 54 R.A.F.q- . ;,....!!rk.ru1 u.. ri:. .:rr.. olr'6]]siv,3 gt,lggp to tsaiba-: f sla:rci" St:.afrng ri-tr:s vJere
c.=.:.'-'*c-l ()'": c o,': al j- ;he ;iver: tar;e;s, ,Ire l,Jf s;ir ion ccl-la::seC a j.;;r
- . .,--^. -^,1,-.1 1.,, _- t ^r -.,^-^^-)+----\..,.r - i(a_ v.-) a.t.r d.L_ U:,aI L "

:.'l-'1:;6 Ap:.iI and i\iay .tLe
. .: .^^.r_-. .f .1 .,:-.-' 

^--a_- ..,* ': ). u j r...i-*(.:-r :I j-SUI'e I ,lSe tO
.--.- ..,i .,- .--..-t.!-.,..-, .-..-_-.:..,.- -
;)e;- ;- \, -. Jlr .l-Z n!i!..-{U _ v-- U.).,..r .. J_lrt.l.jC
ii;s ac--.-:;y.

squaqii',cn cossessed oi-]-l y ihirtcen serviceable
si:.:-ieen i:.: June" In s,:ii;e of thic aivc:.se
i-;s opei'a;io;:.;:l oiiensrve -lo ;he besi; of

._ j - ,.._ _) .-it-

^11 
i'r.. L- ..

: !,- ,r N ^. r:..
r-;.)i-
:.,LJ i

ai:',lc,rne -;o e.-:rack ta:"6-ets ir.
by si:< urich. l.ri:icie e. sr.'eer frcrr

c trc.l;; oi T'i ;.c: - Orr tr-:-i s



lr*rJ!-il-Ut:l cr.s,.itLtics
a \'r, J_'n r ' .. r

weire inf -lictec o.i scrne 40/50 japane.se,
li- toii 'L,::1;clls s.nd a 4-C-f oot bar.5e "

and strafiag

.-1-.t-- i:,^-^^+,V-!q ,A-qU-

equipinen",
flovrn by a

UT

oj1

Sc'ua.,1ron l,eaciey.
i',To. ii Squadron on
: '\,: r" -i vr --,- !,9 rr rJ,ti) .

ljentltortn, a mei,lbetr of the SquaCron, assumeci cornrnand.^, ..tt.le 24ih I,iay f:-orri \,ling Coinr:ianie,. i/iann, who d.epartec

,ui).e t'.'as 1:erhaps the squadronts quiu.iest r:ronth" Cnly 28 so:.ties
\'ie-r,l i.o's:.ti;+d" Ti':ese r.rere r:ain1"1r convoy covers aril r.escue operaticns.

i::::cn a.r. o'l(-.ra"lio::.a.l pcint of vier,r, Juiy lvas very sacisfactory, e!.en
al'-r;:t'::.:q -it;r' llic ji:.c,; i:iiat the squadron r/ias far be..l'-or+ estabi:shrnent in
ec.'o'-rl ir.ire s't,l'l;lirtl:t. aild i,haL iianir ne\{ crreids r,iere still :in -cae -Drocess of
;ei.r:.,1 '1br',f,l.-i:ri ::-i:1'I " ,Iriie nurcired anrJ forty th::ee f1_yi;:g hours rvei,e
::ec;:;'ced f cr:''i;lie liiin'i.h.

lri: ',*, ',,.,n i,;rricci r,,lore 'bhe rrlission s " On ihe :l-st , f out'
i,.i(,u-"1',.car;rc,,"l .la.r i:a:r: TsJ-ar:d, shooting u"c an assortrne:rt ut- buildings,'birr:u3;;t t,o :nc"l.r:Ie 'i;he Japanese corninarrd.r,ng officer's hcuse and. a \l/\
ste-'i:.. -':r" .'l sil,iila:: clr,tail-, ihe foIlol.;ing day, f1e'rr a.n uneventfu]- svJeep
o ; ,, ; 'i il.r- -. i.. 1., ;.1' f r., lan d. .,

,!c',ver'al" stril<es vlere ntade r,/ithout interference from the Japanese"
,3:;t, oii tire i5th, t.rhi1.e enge.ged. oa a str;rfing a-biack on Maurnere aerc;l'ome,
fou;-:iiear:::'i6;h'i:e"r^s IerL by squaciron Leade:'tsoycl sur.pr.isec1. i;he enerrry by
at';ack-i:t,i earJ-y in the tnorning, anci desiroyed. 'bvlo eneiny ai:'craf',; vlhich
,;iGre ;u;'L about to tal.-e off' f:'om the airfield" Boyd also clesi;royed
anu'iri;.Jilrr):.ich hs.d ?:ecolr,: airborne" TLr.en single-hanrled he fired two
bu:sts at o.. ti.is'r,{ince of 200 yarcls ancl'bhe enerny aircrarft, a ?ti\icllr', r+ent
:.i::.;o ' ei ver'-bical cii ve a;rul crashed in-bo iire sea " 3oycr. then a,ctacked
a'i'1.();...)r ?i,\-'i cklr i,rl:icli he hii, bur the Japanese pirot l:roke off the
(:-i:.;ij;._r .)ire:r'1, l::rd t:scalleu " t-i'he fl,ight then tur.::c.d their atteation uo tiie
s;::-:":.-::,r j.n ';i:.,: iia.rbour" They str.afed f ive r.io-loi. vessels ai-Ld ti+o naval
r-::-':.i'f .lr: i;l:e ii,i <: e cr' ire::.v;r an L:L-a.i-r'craf t f ir:e , but -Lii;. eneixy scor.ei no
]-:,;,;.. .1;:'e,.r...1 i,r:. i; jie 2lLrrl ;-:re r,. jlealuf -i1.,hters cail;;hr ainc ciestroyed a

'I Lv .ir.,u rri- L, i-U .'r U...:.r:,1 c- ! r-J---Oai U i) v-.-..1 iJ

.ior,:i.des a i i;i:cll; oit. elrelil)" ^sh.ppi_n.- tlirou;l-o.;.-t .,"1;:-y, -ti,e i-nos-t
'j..-.- :,:.'1.:-.t c,:,-:.::"ve;run of iitB i..:o;:.;h rlccu:ri.ecL oir -;he Z./'c'n, r,.ijien a ial6e
,,.-.i-.:l.e Se .;::.':.1JI (,nca]:lpi]lent ir the vir:i:ri:y of BOliOn. ,:li';er', T j-rnor-e v,,as
cbsi:.: ved enc. i.,c;ir':iatei. to rre apycr.oximaiely 6Oo ac::e,;. liccor.cling]y,
,;:,:'>:-; <ja:r i"Jo _Fieeu."i;htcis acteci as pathf:i riders ;-o: a large force of
,.'orur::ii,',vhic.ir rnj'licrr:ci considerabl-e oai.ia$e "

I"::ol.t rhe lli;h. ti.l-l- tre 24-bh, seven of 'che squaci"rones aircraft rr'ere
e.i; J;:io:re engag,:ri :i"n ccverj.n6 rrshe-Cat?' ooeratj.ons.

P:'':oabJ-;,'tire ereatest obsiacl-e of all to the squaciron at this tinetras"bhe-'flyir:g Cisiance" The Japanese had. moveC North and lVorth \,/estt,) e:(:t:e:io range. on the l-6ih,, for exanple, l,,rhen the scuadron atiacked
iia.uiir,*le, rf,n '.:,Ct-rlg :-r was found thar the aircrafi had or.:.iy sufficien-titi.,. ief'L foi: a. fer,r niil:u-;es fiying tirne"

.A iierr oairp .ri'ea ',,ras also discorre:-ed in the Hal:-loeloek
a-,; 'c.]c :-.-.1-;criart tliscove;'y tirat 1:c.ck horses ancl mure trains
;r.:i-c'i iis e ineans ,rf 'L1,irnsct:rt. Dlu::ing August rLie eo-,ii.ipment- .-'i-.;,:":-].c ;.i'.;-":.l,cr_; pe;-i.5 .;o ,jrr-;:iVu 

"

area as well
vrere bei-n6
for rocket

oi' rocl<et pro j ec ciie
sr,..,ceps, h;'..'evci,
L?ln, ::esu1.i;ing ir:

.,,., -::- .:,rl..:\/6:'uLr UJ UI.3
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;ni';, tl.,J'.i,t.l-;-es uo itLnt jiL-Ee a:tC
s.'ri;,j)'f ';o i;::.il -i:..:oe 1s.l..ar:is or: ille
J-- -..1.1 ..1-:.;" f:: SSiO:-:. Ci . -.-- t.:O:--;11
;:e ;.e;;-:.L.J::..O;: Ci' ote lt;;c-: a,:ii

lls()(:,:.t r','.is 'ciovide;1. b:;r..'.l Ji ;re 2J:i ;-::c :rs.-_: -; -r ca.;a*,i r a ai:c:'ai-to: J..'--.';li.t.g Cil $:t:rr;ia.,r :-iis:ilOi.S -;C S,:.1\r.-._ ,-.:-.t ..*_, --i-r_:^_^al.S c:1 :CUi.J;CtjJi-- j--!-u ialC. Jf tC_-. u -i-t*-_C-: )- -L...jc .--*_-C-.;_'.u ....g_.i.j - J:-; i; :.e;u:.l:-i ii; .;o bg.seo:l -;-ie 2i; t,1) * oiic c;';sh.i,:; ..r .;---- .,,iC--r-;1. o-l J_--:.--s [,-:ee -.: ar.C .;he o.;]iei.ui:i;i.l'r)(iit.i.'-i.:,j '..ir:.:.i o:-Ly. 6C ,.,:1.cs f_:o.:t Co.;-:tj.l ; C " .':-e :^;-v:.;at.o: o j o::e'--.-...-.', ..r--: ,.-, ;--..,.,r .:*-,V-rO: '-O *,:-.i-.-: '-C brSC.

"-":,-;r, ! e :u r. :. ;.--1. *.,:s
....;.^;-:. ..,i ,l(;i'.r.; Ci^i: --1. j.::a. -a -
t rrs r0'- :L -

.]-,, sr I
ilei"e J;-:._c,ca aI

r: -..- ^-..).Jgr auJ.Vr.i -

L:t J

ir'.:e }i"i.;;.)-:p.hi, of -t,.:.i.r ncnih ijJa6 .[iIe i,irri.\i;,...
,.,r.e.:.-: ,:l::e\v o.i Rc,r: jrc.L I).:,c j ec-i,:ie _ns.t:LtC";o.]s " T
)-'.:.- -'a..'.;e c,.' ccti,,/,)j''ii:ng .;iclu:r.dt or) l]e_1:sorln:i1 to L::r
(j,)-r.i.'-i(: r.ed a.r:d. .s:.:()Ces6iL1.lly cc:tlpl eted in ten days
:li',r,.,: ct.ir,e 29i;.'., tir) s'itagle ,rarget l"ias o!lsei.v'r::,-' _.- +-.i j*!^s*rL:-i-. ij:e t.n;o Lile sea rrrhile reiultu.ing -bo base.

o.i j'u'rr Deaufigilters and
:-s -:1 r,Cllilf Ve -[tr'aii:1nS
e US C C:.- Z'O c-: ..'; S Li 3.S

" *:l ;irc :t*-s: r.iiss. on
ed al:o -ihe ::ockets rvere

r- l1tr.i:;; Sop'l,er:rt'o(-.r, Squaciron Leacl.er tsoyi reccivcdiij;;re r,Ii"C. .for'h5-.s pa:rt in the action of tlie i6.r:lri......:,r..--:; (,,i-fir,er f:com ._he l-st Octoce:, lr__.
,,\ ..,u'::' aiuco'.1,?i of 'the jrroJected move to jfoe.i.nfoor rsi;.:rd, the squad:.o1\'.'cii .'.';:oui:C:ij, eiirlJ,/ iu Oc,iober to achi-eve i-ui1 se:"vicea":*l_iiy of al-t-sc'lla'rj'i<;:it ai::c::a.rl-t " i/hen the rnove r,Jas d eferred ) the e ouai=on once floj:.e!-r;.-.:-:: 

'-) )e:.atl.onai, but r,rias grounded a6ain due -lo faui.;s in -ine fuel line
.: j.rs'i 3;il "

!:-e :.',:ie..nc* of il:e 'tri'cs, -rhough no'i causi:r.g iluch danoge, r,,re::e of:.-... --..iie !;.:.i.r.e t,o i:.e,rr c.!',e1/s, |irri116 tnem -l:rei.r. r:':i:s-t el{.pcrier,}ce oi actuai'_i --^ .I v!-;vr!,-1b-

r;.iy,
in:nccl- ate ar./ard
ani oecarne

-1':.io'li'iei' 5cr:r:, $core egainst the et-reay t.Jas acnicved. on i;5e Zj:Ca t./hcn
r'_'-' ,.,'.:'j -,'l^L -...j:'"rr'i,,J.\tel'€l) led by Squadron Lc'iider frit'to:r, c1l-sco./e::eci eigh.; no.boz.'a:'3":l:;!clt ;i'iiilj:agir.rLl +.-ton ca,;aciiy, -b:'ave11i33 diorj.; a::.ogrd ncar capei'clc':' Tj:ese t':e:e co'i*i-l-y .--*.estroyeC " On ilal(in,.r ": seco:iC run io a.ssc,ss'i j:e .:.ail-.L'e a rrin.;lr wiis seen ard prornp-tiy bro,;..o apa:t "

.i,,..1-1.,v .:-n i;he ;':Olth SOne
ll::e :..:t-::;;:--;.;.r.: en;.r,.;e.f- cn Juch a
-.1 -.r.l;-';i *.:i.;-_e anC,. t..I;r..

rocket pro j ectil-e tl-€i:nang l{as cr:r3ieC out.
fJ-:-ght clashed cn the ra:ige, k:J_ling Fi_lci

ll-1.;h ;lr.:' iit,!'C -..D li,:,.r,iitf OOr 'cern3 i:,.:.1:nent, ..1o. 2i Scrttad.IOar EC:ci',:.'t:-CIS r,:eje i{c'.r(il'neri',:i1, 11.- !r-.eit.rL:a.i,-i;..Oi:S iir.lOi.v",l" J,iC:l .Clte
. "t:. :: +1-.'J\''-...,.;. f j.!: .:,,tuir..-,q.j_ .,.':g ItJ:i-J:alA..;i:.i-.l_ Ui,--_:.:--..jI:; ..t?C:.j. Ol,iCr"S:;'(rO:'\.,,a.i. -u..:l::S:i:,O:.'r:t a,{i.1,....-, lS-;:;.::.-;J;S i.::,_:_i:;OZ, it:-i !;:i::,:..iirl. aiteaS,

'..,'s*'.1 -]:..::;- .;-: ';i--: _--, ;:,:., *.,-, .-..:, _; : -. _--* i.-*-.,; Oi t--e :.:cr-,.i "

-- ";'i li
,.J g t-l

I+!, ---!

5 .- ,.. ..; u'C C i



ti.e .r.5t,.r, a::d. a; -:-r'rc,.ru (\ti-ia S:ll-r':ar) o:r r.l:e 2l.s-;. Lr 'uhc f :rs;- /^ -,r'.;,;-l .1 .; --'.:*''-;- 6,]-.l, ..:. -,,/-) t-rur.'.' bl.;;.-'ri :-.--i 3urt'-: . ;-:e ia.-('uc !.. --:
,. s- 9L:CC-*^--, -::t-:';;'--;'.:c --C-I; r-':1.,/-;1.'g-'3 lSe.a" '--.-i:-t€.:.)-: o-: lhc 2]s;
c:..c;eli ;;:; sc;u*ir:i-,.t'r.; o;::..';:'ti ollal ;-.c;t-r,'t;1,' -n No-':l"r ',.1 :s-r,rr.-;: -l.l;.., i--:ii
i:.:r"..- '.':: ',:..:'J,;:-c--.,.., \':.'c :.1 - ,.: :.1;: l--c lj : r..J'ue 1 ,...'-:-: ;:- 1-).=,,'-.-1 J-: ;'- . 251:-.

,-.... -,v-:il-.- Lj jC:i.--.f,-- lij C.J-'i..';' 1..-:^* IiC'-.'-'r:..€i-.;:l \',iu 'r
ir:. r :;j.'*;11;";...r..'i. , -;i;,vcr.l:rij vi* -..er.^ui:., .

Til'-. sc: n;. j:',lr:' s ?. Ij,lau.ir:rt ai-rcr"ait , I oadcC ru'i';h ex';r.
r.:rcl- .)alr.:.')':- j)g :1,)u:: ,Ja S{i€r.,f,e}rs, d.e,oar-LeC Cooinalie on i"he :L s'-
:"-,':.i"r;.1,-::1:' :; ri]or,.:.:',f ao:. , vii.t.er,e it ca.rrtc unieri-ie cot:t.+I o i thc
I;,.i1'aicill" :i i:,: r'ci;.r;e 

"

gear aaci
December,

ii-i nc +

I'u:'.:.q :- Ls so'i/it:1 ct.i5.s' s.teiy at Ncerr,ic.or 9;1 I y Lr,'o
,:..,':::' :d -,'.t i;, lloin'teinE ijsjcc.ri :::issio.1s tc Caiafii:"ls
.Jo-:.ii." L-t:: the 7ih, the sorra-dz'on rroved to l'iorotai e"::d
s;.'"ip. it uns i:('.i i,t';e3:.'ated inco i(o" fI tting"

T'1,:,<: fi::-: cper"i:'i:'b:: frcn l'.oro-iai. r,ras s'ba1ecl on. the !';h, vrhen
i;.-:r':es;l .3ea"uf:gii;er'5 l,ierrr b::iefeC to st:'afe concet:]';rations of trocp,s
*,:.. :to:r,:s, ::.r:.C a ;e i:';1r .:; Jolo Island, t.lhich lrers ;.r o):ti:c.'jre :':aii6e"'
j,.;.:.r:' t.:.:r .,rr-s aLlotti:C 'thcougirour il:e iaon-th inclucied Nanado, Goerooa,
S-;"a i o, Lairggoan, LeI-cbalr., GaIeIa, !ansrnon and nurnerous s\.Jeeps seeking
'r;,.-';c;s ofl nr:por;r:ni"';y" Anongst o'ther damage rnflicte ci, tn::ee bridges
f,ere ie$iro;;eC. ncar i-"iroc.j'ang and one at Tansnon) also eigh-i: lar6e
-.- -..: -t ,. i ,-, -. -,

operaii. o]ls r/ere
on. Air Sea Rescue
r,r.r,: based on !.,/ama

u-1,: c-:
Ei:;r:rbs ',ver"e be:r6 used rnore freely rn this theatre,
ir.rl iliio'Ls aco"uit tecl thernseives quite favourabiy.

J s:1.:i1 l':cl;e'l;s, i;h::ee ai:h-acli ,>osi ii-ons vre:re knoclced
i,'ce.i:_l-on'.vas o,,:l;;::()yer*. r(eny builo-ngs crippl_eC aric,l. thi'ee
i,.c,:'t.i "1..i;c Cs,LeLos ,aaC itia].rne.heras c1a:'laged "

' c' ' ^^:' - ^' -:r.'i.;u:t:i:li fol -;r,vc ccal;i,i:I() --\-r'-.!-lL: c

j.,:s';,:o1.',rci aic. 1;l-::ret, bl-:::;e,; a:,:d c;:e sirail
l:..-"-'.r': ..

il '.;ei. lorid.ano on tlre 2i"rd a
:ici..:i-',,1:;; - ias h:.:. b.-r aci<-aclt in
F;3a o€: i1/.'er-"... ;l:e t.,el i:beS ond rhe
a-:':i 11.i .t..,.- .. ',r,; *,^. r-!'l 5; ha,:h; _.J--.t-_.1 "./ ,JJ*V U, VU U:-

.,-..- ,-, ^.; :.. -._r i.- -.
-;./ Ji ..-,1:).iu..'.1 L, ' ,a ./(.i.-q'Ll_Lti^..

in tire. use of

/1:-: o -cr1 anvuw,

j ctti<-,s in bo'i;h

fou:: barges
rn-.).r'tr-l rr

Beaufigii'cer, piloted by" Pilot Off:-cer
'the star-Oo-:'a rno'aol'anc diiched in u:,e.
Hal-riaht::'as. ThE: diicl'rir:g r,ras ef icc-;ccr

crerJ i3e;.ibers e:nerJir:.3 saicly. lhey ',:-,ra

schoo:.el:ti and
,- j -^.,--... -1i-

JI:vrr.J d:i (iJ- q.r U

(rr.';:tc.,,l-i';.: )i:cerirber: S,ruacrol l,eaCer J"C" Bla.ck a5surred ccriirarri of
r;--r;, ;c.Lriii.-r':ri i:r;:n Scur..C:^o:r Leai.er J" Boyo, D"f'.C" ali:li.r'"

!'he s";-: j-i:irg oor.rej' of 'che sJ,uadron r,;as iir.c::'cased. i:ir .janua ty \)l',5 )

.:'7 'li:e itsr; ci iOO.--: nap:.l: boirbs'and, )Z)-ib <ic'r'ii- clriirlges. i.s ;ir.te
\..I;iri: o:r- ]:.ar-rie..l-r,. lrotbLi Iir01.eC to bc ar1 excel ien-; Beauf igir.'ber vreapon " They
coul {1 l;e r:r'op1:cd ec(lura;,3'l y f roni veuy Ior.t }evels " Thc j-r most sui''cabIe
i3lr ".;,;i l.'3)'c Ji-L-:- ;:.r.AS a:,d inif anr,able i:ts:31-r at': c::s " D.,:::h chalges,
or: i: he.-i,.hc:r r.l1::ri, o,=ede-L heigh'i ar.:.d" frecluen'tiy iesuiteC r;i toor accuracy"
I -r,-;' irere Llsr; j-;Lr.J.l-c rigir.ins: sijtali -targc';s, but prcduc€,C goou resul-ts cn
I*_;."'c1'' c:r.::istrucred ouii;:ir:gs groai:ed -to;3er;her.

^i;r,";:1.n, bonL,:,.+t::r'e r:.secl foy rhe rirs'c ti,rne ag;ainoi; the po'"ye:: irouse
::l:s :alr""ia;i-o:is a'; l,lr,:::,:..ocl.c or. the 5"ch" Tr,lei,re c f t:te squadro:r' s 3ee.u-
f*.--.-;c:s ai:j;-c-ii:ri. u;i.'cir ;.:i:r :rai:alrr'r bornbs and ten )OO-l-o GP bornbs anC 'chis,
-rl.-,:'-1,.;-.' 'r,:..'....... :t: .:rt.iri:tac--.i] I. lCi.lct fL*3h'.; , :nf'-:-rC-;3d he?,r..y clama-:- 'll,e
... u--.-4r1./ i.l-.' :lq-,; :--: S: .lJ--.j.1 i'aIe:l';--:i S''rilltC.: ar; f l--:O3jf ai-J './:...t.-au-
...- -,;-1.. ,)o:.:;ri, .'::^-i.--,-r'-.:.g ;i-o a-;'racli !ii;;i r.':*-ty s;:a-::-i, r;j.J. The ;o'r,,a \.'aS
-r-..-*.,' ". -e1.i r-:;*i is::. ;.ic.

Il. ir(.;/ ::'0fc,
:- ';c..,i;*: -,]i,1... "

.. ,. *-^ ]:i c:. V q.t I



!i:e.:rcriiri3 i,en';o c:'';he aiu'oiiensave iias Iroti:1ti:;3 ci:rilv" Through-
c;;,.,"-.::.u.=:-) ;:-.:, .;r-,13.c:u:: iJ-ei.r 2;l- so.:r";s, i:eouo::i,l;; r'i.;)--ttie-1ve
'-li:,:-':l-l: " lhe Cel-ei er.: vas 1;,t:.c inairi slche:"- of op;z'ai';:o::.s. .L coi:se:'v;r'Live
es;i-.r:-i;c of ;-:e, oes-;.i;'.c'i;ior cc.usei. i:rclucies 5C ru'.:l-Ci r-r6;s, 'th:'ee coasi:aI
l;c.i-...)o::::;,s, ;: 1r:':.'-.gc? o:1e icl:.-acl.l pc,sruic:r t:t;'../'-' :ns-tal-i;.-l:ions iest.royed,
::::.Ci ...:::l;i (l',:.:l-:l^ ..,:.::'3,:','i.; ;: C':e;.:;ie-; :)C" -lO:;y-r.r-, t.t;;r.Sa;lC - Cl]ilC'-.r 1.{Cf c
.t. ^ - .... i 'i. -- l---(:-;-_.J'1 :,:; -.::3 ::ir)'.1.;.u..:'');l .,

.:,;ti.,.j_ i::icS f Or ;t,r:j:rrt::aj:../ ,.,/ers- nOt a.S ,l:C,,li-iC'L j-v.e e.S til ir:.eviOuS :rr:on-i;hS.

-);:.i:e ci;iISii: vii:sj a sc::'i,;s o:i :lislaps *' scrr'3 r:.:,., -lc ;iisi:.J/ *r-''Jici:, soiie -Lo

J:ri Ct:iL: (:u:...i. :iail.::f es ilticl 3':;1o j:S ':o CauSeS aitl;:-..tt',;n..

'.i;:"-t-.: a,'i'r-:i^:Lii::ci e::)c.riy :it,:1:cer.:tnts a: !or,ro-l on on -tire 1st, i-;e enei;.y
ai;-i-;.1::- r:..a.:c eci. c,:.e -lcar,-:.i'i &.:-;;r t'lii*cr '...,i:s s--cn -to c:;.-'.: o:1 a ilearby pia'Jeau
,..i:.-:.-l iiot,'il.,e i'enotesi,; cii;in,le of ;:ie c:'e\,J surviving" rn'rJre same action
;-::.(l-ir:.c:.' l-r:-.:'::. i.i'; hi'j: c vi:r -bhis "i;arget ciisappea::ed 'l eeivirg :.o 'i3ace .
I,' ,";',:-:i..1],; .:/ - ,-:.g:l --,i :urc:.:.:r.t !ay- or, Iiy----5 O;;'rc;r ?ac;.-hrr.i, 1'larranl;
C, -.'r -.':--- .,,;t,-.i.j. l;,:. 1 6.lt,-1. -I,-:..3:,t ' je:geaat l,er'lis rr/e.re ')crj';:d r:l;;si:,g" O,: the
2r.i :-i a' i-,,;i'e.ri',; c:;.,-;-.:cC o-r iaire-of i, r'i.::-l e o:: -bne i2th d.ul'i,i:g^ gunlery and

^i-.in,--.-ir-t.-.^.i-...a^.^.,..1.^,.ir:.'..lr-'....-..-.-i: -J- !^v '.,,:,: s'ci].-l- ,:.notircr c::asheC i;rto ;he 5cl -';li Se::gean1; irro;:t r'rao
-.r -:-.(;1"

.il.,.r_i..,,_._. 
-- -.--..-..] 1'ro:t: toi:claj'r.o o:i the 14';h: ole of tlie fii5^i"1 , ca:'naged ove::

:-; :i.^::i'e; . o jt isi'.r,:.j, cn 1a:.cir:.3 ".:T base " )..:'i;r! !-L;ir.r;r'y a::C rronb:::.9
jr::ac:;:Je o',.'sr trie sea. ?0 nij-es froll i,loro'i;ai, stil-1 anothe.ir Beaufighte:'
\-11:r.!:ur .r.,.-r*:,-1.1 Ily:ng 0iilrcer Sca:r a::<i P:"lot Oi-ficer Cl-csier" To
c'.:;.:.,--e";c t:ir.c c*laciel'of acc'i cielis, cn tne lSth cne ai:crai.: beii-;r-l 314"a
o:1. l.;.:.r:- s;r'ip ilit(.i ajlo'alr,,:r.1o:t lL::alic.pressurc r,rhils'j; ti::iy:-r:6 cn';-ie
l'"-,.s-:e'.:si:.I l'ol:.c'.'ay a.,:1.1 c;'asl:; ,:,j. inio';r,.lo ti.unacrbol.';s.

,!,,,::i:i':,r:s :irs;.;-i.'iir.;cL -.:;::';u..;h Iotj:er: D..rC ditcii-l:.:': ';co,r ;1; valr.;-t;ie
:j;ir:.-'.s '. 1.,1,,r, rr:.i:r;'; i-.e,1 --,cra::y 6i:"oui:d::13 of e.:.i:,:cr:ai'i l:)(rrrdin:i' 't,tC;-i:J-c-*
i.t:,r,-,.,:;';i,;ai;::o:i f ;.:.'';hl,:.r' f',:ci"uc,;-,* ol)t)iai,r-i-,41 ec'civi-i;.r-es.

'-i-:.:... .:.t;;,.;:; l,'j-;:ii-.-,.i1--r-o s',;:::-l:;e cf -bhil Ito:l'th1 e. co.:ir)osi.,c. o::e, i.Jas the
'' i ,1. 'i.-l;;: ..r:..li.tr-r'; ';:,e-'soi---- r ;.;-q' i i 1;guac :rree.t; aai ;^ie ..1 ect;'ic

l; ir --..:.'-:; ,r--i..-'u ;.i '-it..-jl..l^t ilnd f oniaito. !:he s;;:e lar,rel; was bornbed ancl
..^,:.i --. i.- r.-i- *.,.. -'..),) ;il 1r::; ---.'.-,i:J.,

C l ;,i.-' l'-:i i,a.:c:r, ilo" "7 1'Ji::6 at';acl'ed. ?a3ii.ra:ra iri-l;l:. 22 tscauf ,"ltte:.'s,
\-.^,!/.., J-.-r!, ; r.,- :;l oi' icu.'-';ecn j00-lb anci eigh'l; ZiO-Lb bo,..t,r; " ?hree goCouns
'.,'.ri'. c c.3;;-;:'cyeC aiici ':r..rO i;llrra;ei a:rC iie ;1g'i 3iibo,::::-i:g i:riCgo s,:vereiy
ri.;:."-.;:,,j. ,, 'j!,'i) i:..;t's i.i'L;:: 'uire r,ling s'cruc;< teri.gei; s; a-: Goroii;alo " Ti+o
.i;--'rrc.;:::;: lt.-i:.".::s'i:e::,:.,.:_;SCS t/c:o gcor:ci. Onc -t"::5e'talfacL;s cu:ic:L;:5
'i..::-:.L'l c';.:o-::s:.,:ii a.::d.: la:"r:c doubfc b'--,:-c::rg leiz:;r.:::-:g. jiivc
s,;""..;'.':.-; r..:.1J CeL'.t5GC, jUl';her c.anage anc fires-

Tl:":'.:per;*ti-oraI activi'uy foi' the r.onth vras of a varicq Jla';uJ'er, l"1os-b
..u..--!-:eL,j-r.,u *';.j ',,he Se?ier., of a:crned ?.:Cojl[aissances, r"r.,'elve in a1]-) oVei
.--...1::):--. Lle:.';.:i a.i:,.d Roeiic,e. iies:irles, sv/eeps v,'ere f l-own ove.: the Ccl ebes,
;i-r; --:;--;::.r.1 s i,:,'i:he.r,o.rrh. tir-ingihe;rnd TalanC groups anC tirc Bagg;ii Arch.i-
iJ--.1 ^i, :.-: c,. ;L:-- lioe l-:l Is:e,;Cs to ihe sou,lt" 'S:..-.1-l- su:ff.c() vesseis and
"-'.]r,-l,I' t.',.:i.,s!C)i"'ig i,.rcre si:al:'t: d oi s- g1:c " 'f i-e llajo::ity of Lnese niissi-o:]s
:.:r:.",^ : - l'.'"). ocl.rrlSi ":i.r:;i :ii::uli the .round cief eriCes"

'1 .-i.:r ir ';/L-t)i:ll ove"r l-ia::oeltoe.? I(a:-raioe, lla.iib:a ar1d. l,:'c.n3 frorn tire 2)tn to
[.ie e;:(i c':.' :lre lroni;i-, E:J- a.-:.:rg a.ccountec :ioI three ei:eny tv;it-enginec!-
"::.til:e:l r: (.,1 :iS'Lr'c,'',r,1 , i.r-te lj"clirably des-;:'oyer). a.nd two dar,tagecL " AIi 't,hese
-, j.:;;:i'"..-l'.: t,ie:re' g-1.s1re111-;li cei"':roi.riIageC to resenbie c:asirec or *arlageC rnacirine s I
t..,:r;:,:.i,:;;e r ;:-:i:; c-' eirl -:.ei'l.ecteC on ;he cre',t f oz. thel;. 'c,:::cep.'cion and
-' ,s:l-i;:::. i :c ,.: cn . '

".;.::;,- ;r' :i:l g:-U:lcl-';.:-.:.' s eti.rC;.af ; ',..,e:e l:C'l ed b;. aC.:-aoli ia thrS
lu-t.-u.,,. :'.; -c:u.,.'r:::-';J.-"S :.r -rLo -ij i j';Lt-'n 'i;i-',i o j -,'jC r-i;i..j olr.cx r^la.'Le.: oii



Cn ire il-si. r';hil.c on a'i s.iee ) ovt-'i' Anl,or;:a Isiali;, one .lir.craf-i;
r."1.a;, i11;;r:eci :'":i !ia;.oeLice Si-ia:-i" Ti:.e c::c,../ 1./c.rc ::csci:ei ,:r, ;i.e sule--b
e, i;-:'; u'.r. t:--e l.ra::';s ol tl.ic 'tl:,:ee cove:irg Be;.u:):.;;)rte:"s rici ;l:c ::escuing
crl;a-':':r.t: :Ln ';1e j'icc i:i i;:tense opr-.osi'bi o:r i'.:ol: botn r:i cles of ti.,e
iil;':.:.i," i,:r::'uii::i 1..:,s.,:ui: ,cr.,o:-i::-,te;:-aie D-:"C"rj'...,e_ie a,..re-i.c.,lf-bo
:'-- -.i.":::-.t: ;:;e.:,-,-.:'l:. :,'. - ,l:16 C-'-li-Ce_ lr SC'-_:::-.tes,:: i-.;.C -1. .1_i,; " r-:id. tr,,;O .to
.li :;:.ilt:r:,1 n..]',. r'..: *'c.-;,-:i:'_-.i;,,::^".:;l :..:.-a.

,1.:-..ot,ne"r ;r,sl::i-;;:,.tert; r-..: cvrrr on tl-.e 4-[h ancl 6-;n J une *.-.-..r 1.;, r] I .._t1^_--,,1v;-J !.- ..,.c..(_.(... - \JL.s .,;ne les-_I.Ltc-b*ol1 o.1 b_:_;5DS F^irili:-:,;-l-i:iil.iil:1 ,::l:.'":.i1 t:ai.:l.i-c betr,,;een Beaufor.c;:..,i Te:ron"
c'It:.!. 'l; :.... -:al.:r::..; Ilirri:r, r.ri;j.s clL:stroyed anci tr,;o o;iicr:i in. thi:
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