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Stephen,
Thanks for the pictures. They confirm that it is a Merlin III supercharger, as you'll see from the attached factory photo of a Merlin III.
It looks, as you say, as though it has come apart by some means other than spanners. I wonder how it ended up on your station - is that where you are now? Your address of 8 Jubilee Road is suggestive of an suburban street! 

Your assumptions are correct. I maybe should have mentioned that overhaul would take place after a certain number of running hours (about 300) but it might also have been a repair following an accident or engine failure. Many people think that the engine and airframe stay together for life but this is not so. The engine is far more susceptible to problems than the airframe, so changes can be quite frequent. These changes are noted in the aircraft and engine log books (RAF Forms 700 and 701) but RR did not need to know this info, hence we cannot answer the numerous questions we get about what engine went where today.

I don't really know what aircraft (or engines, for that matter) found their way to Aus. Did you get any Hurricanes and Battles? Certainly you would not have had Defiants or Henleys, and I would have thought that any Spitfires that came your way would be later versions with later engines than the Mk.III, especially if 452 returned in 1942. So how 4609 got to you is a bit of a mystery! 

These happenings are difficult to understand these days. For example, the oldest known Merlin is a Mk.I in the War Memorial Museum in Auckland NZ. It would be from a Battle but as far as I know none went to NZ. It is sectioned so maybe it was an instructional engine, but why send a mark of which only
172 (out of a total of c.170,000) were built and are quite different to later marks...

Hope this helps, and if you do get anywhere with how it got there, I'd love to know.

Cheers
Peter 



Hi Peter,

Thank you for the quick response to my request.  Very impressive.

I assume if the engine was overhauled it was in fact fitted to an aircraft.
I am puzzled though that after overhaul it again went to a maintenance unit.
Is this due to engines being removed from aircraft before overhaul? Did they pull the old engine out, slip another in and send the old one to the factory for overhaul?  I suppose that would reduce the time taken to get the plane back in the air.

I also assume that the engine came to Australia at some time during WW2 as I doubt there would have been much demand for old aircraft engines/parts after August '45. My military history knowledge is very patchy, but I am aware that some pilots returned to Aus to assist with the battles against the Japanese in northern Australia, PNG and the Pacific in the latter stages of the war (after the Battle of Britain). I am not sure whether their aircraft came with them. For example, 452 squadron RAAF was ordered home in March '42, the pilots and crew arrived in June '42, but the planes were commandeered by the RAF in the middle east. Demanding lot, you Brits.

It seems I have some work to do with RAAF archives, the War Memorial and perhaps the RSL before I find out how this supercharger got here.

I have attached some photos.  You will see it is very weathered - it lay on a scrap heap of metal on our family sheep and cattle station for decades.
The station is in a fairly saline area so corrosion is a major problem.

Thanks for your help.

Cheers.

Stephen 





Hello Stephen,
Your request for info has been passed to me. I cannot give you any service history of the engine as that would have been contained in the engine's log book, very, very few of which survive, but I can give the RR records on the
engine:

Engine 4609/A119480 was one of a batch of 500 Merlin Mk.III engines built at Derby between July and December 1937 to Order No.4680 and Contract No.54783/36.
4609 was completed on 20.12.38, came off test on 2.1.39, and was despatched on 3.1.39 to No.4 MU at Ruislip. An overhaul was completed and the engine passed to No.35 MU at Heywood on 19.1.42. There is no further data.

The Merlin III could be fitted to Fairey Battle Mk.I light bombers, Supermarine Spitfire Mk.I, Hawker Hurricane Mk.I, Boulton Paul Defiant Mk.I fighters and a few Hawker Henley target tugs. 

Because the engine was despatched to an MU (Maintenance Unit)and not a manufacturer, there is no clue as to which of these possible applications it was used on. With changes to its accessories it could have been used by any or all of them.

Apart from knowing that the engine would be installed in any of the five aircraft types listed above, RR seldom knew which type, or which specific aircraft.

As the unit bears the serial number of an engine, it was not just a spare part, however, with its destinations being MUs, the engine itself was most likly intended as a spare to be fitted to an aircraft following repair or overhaul.

If you could send me photo of the supercharger, I could confirm that it fits the info given above.

I hope this helps you.

Regards
Peter Kirk
Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust - Engine Data

-----Original Message-----
To: Peter Kirk (E-mail)
Subject: FW: [CAUTION - EXTERNAL SENDER]: Message from the History section

Peter

Would you be able to help with this enquiry?  Regards, Yasmin 

Yasmin Ellis
Senior Business Administration Officer
(Office hours:  Mon, Tue, Wed)
Corporate Heritage Department, and
The Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust
Tel:   01332 248181
Fax:  01332 249727
Email:  heritage.trust@rolls-royce.com


To: Internet Heritage Trust
Subject: [CAUTION - EXTERNAL SENDER]: Message from the History section




Website History Section form submission details:
	EMail:          sjm51@iinet.net.au
	Comment: 

Dear Sir/Madam

I have a supercharger from a Merlin engine that has been in the family's possession since the end of WW2.  My father was a fighter pilot during the war, but never flew Spitfires.  I am not sure how he came by the supercharger.  I am interested in donating it to either our local RSL (Returned and Services League), or, if it come from a significant aircraft, the War Memorial in Canberra.  It still has the brass nameplate with the following inscribed:

Rolls Royce Merlin
Supercharger No. 4609

I wonder if you could tell me anything of its history.  I am particularly interested in whether it was fitted to an aircraft and, if so, which one or whether it was simply part of the spare parts stock.  It appears to have been fitted at some stage and rather roughtly removed as there is a small part of an alloy housing on the drive shaft side that has been broken off and is still attached to the supercharger.

I hope you are able to shed some light on something I have wondered about off and on for forty years or so.

Thank you.

Stephen 
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