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k Brief Blstozy of

THS TRAUfAIS OP BEICDIGO.

By K. 3, Kings.

This Month maxics ths 76th. sxmivsrsszy of the first trial run of a

hsttsxy tansnear in ths Yiotorian provincial city of Bemiillgo (then called

Sandhurst). This lolef history of the Traasrays of Bendlj^o is presented to ocsmeinorate

i

this event.

Bendigo and its suburha has in turn “boon served by battery trams, steam

traos and eleetrie trams drawing their power from an overhead trolley eire, and this

histeory is therefore divided into these three secticna, with the latter again divicled

into operation \}y the Electrio Supply Company of Victoria limited and the State Electricity

Coraaieelon of Victoria. The text which follows wrill dsal mainly with the overall histoxy.

and, in order to beep the article to a ransoriable lengtli, detailed descriptions will

not be given of the x'olling stock, as such is covered in the book "35eatination

Baglehicfifc”, which is due to be publislied about the same time aa this article,

largest urban area in Victoria, being situated

approximatoly 100 miles frcaa Melboui'no, on the main north-east railway line. The

population at present is airoroximately 40,000 people, which figure covers the '●greater'’

area of Bendigo, and includes ths independent Borough of Eagleha^, and Kangaroo flat,

wrhlch ie situated within ±hc Shire of ii^ong. CVold was first discovered in the area in

1851, and the visual '’rush" fcd-lowed, and it is reported that 26,000 people wmre in the

dlstriet by the following year. The iiunloipaltty of Sandhurst was proclaimed in 1865,

being declared a oltj’^ in 1S71. The population reached 28,700 in 1881, and has increased

very little since (30,190 in 1061), the remaioaer living in Eaglehawfc or Kangaroo Plat.

Bendigo flourished on its rich gold fields for many years, but has changed little since

the 1880 *s, except for ’'modernisation'* In the last few years.

Bendigo Is tlia foui’th



The twin eonnunitles of Sanflhurat and Eaglehaek irere relatlwly early in

ooneidering the poasihiU-^ of operating atreet tri

prppoaal waa made to each Counoil in April* 1887* hy a Mr. & 2X Mendell* representing

a Tramiray syndicate* who planned to eonatruot and <^rate horse tramraya f^om Charing

Cross to Sandhurat railway station (40 chains)* Eaglehaak ( S ndlea 70 chains). Lake

Weeroona ( 1 adle)* and Maple Street, Golden Square (l mile SO chains), a total of

6 miles 60 chains. Be also offered to purdhaae many of the oah horses and enploy their

driTers (many horse oahs regularly plied for hire hetwaen Sandhurst and Eaglehank,

and provided eoployment for several dosen men). Another interesting offer was made in

the same month hy a Mr. Buzk* as agent for the”Creusat Foundaries Patent Tramiray Lines**,

idiidh ocopany had already installed ita products in France and South America. The

design called fen* 56 Ib« rail to he carried in cast iron chairs (at 39 in. to 60 in.

centres), held in place 1:y wedges and kept to gauge hy tie rods* with points of east

steel, and curve rail hent at the works for easy installation at the site. Another

interesting offer came from a local resident, a Iha. Buttle, of Quarry Hill West,

proposed to form a **Sandhurst Cahowners Tramiray Con^any** to convert the horse oabs to

horse tsrams. A model was displayed wherein the vheels (presumably of the horse oahs)

would he removed and replaced hy eight inch diameter rollers, running to a gauge of

either three feet or aix feet (presumahly, that ia, in a ahaUoe trough). Nothing

of these proposals.

rays within their areas. One such

came

The public also took an interest in the events. Petitions were presented

requesting variations to the routes and protesting against ths installationf of trams.

Othsr residents urged that az^ ocneession he net granted to Melhoume "capitalists**, as

the profits would he taken out of the district in addition to the oah men suffering.

Soem idea of the aise of ths osh industry osn he gained from the follawing flgures:-

70 oahs on the Ea^thevAc route; SO oaha on the Kangaroo Flat road; 11 to Whita Hills;

S3 on Hsdcnvy csrrisga stands; 230 horses used, and valued at about £S,000; cabs oost

between £SO and £100 each, and valued at shout £6,000; some £10,000 per year spent to
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f**d and ahoa iha horsaa} an aatiaated £2*000 (approxiinataly)

aalniasanoai Uoanaa foaa nountad to naarly £400

aoe^patioa fdor In^Jurad mLxmn, thara balng

B»a first raal man took plaea ■■

of tlM Sandhurst and Eaglafaaak Coundla

par year I an

lata in May* 188

took plsoa, halng texu

par yaar spant on road

d It was also a usafUl

»ci» 26 such nan on the Eaglahawfc route alona,

7* shan a joint xaaatlng

ad a ̂ ^Erannay Conference".

Ho daolsion was reacdwd* hut* after suhsaqpjant Individual
Council Meetings* another

was in favour of installing

tenders for various routes and types of

Tresaray Confaranoe was held on Uth. July. As each Council

twoa»ays* this nesting agreed to jointly call

notiva power* and subsequently* at another

arantal* fares* headways and term of lease

oonfaranea
<» 1st. S<Q>temhar* such items

ware added. It was decided to apply for an

Order-in-Couneil to construct the tramways* and that steam tram notors would not he

allwiWL * fttrth.r Cofmw.. uUt In th. Mnth, th. fmMMxm.

of prop<».d to lay . douW. lln. of clO. tn-v f«n 3«^st

Station to Kaglahenk Town Hall*

Woolf and Men

hoopse tnusaray from TaI

dall*

railway

Wearoonam*

to Maple Street, Golden
Square, with extensions to he made later to White mils and

Kangaroo Plat* Thoa^json Moore * Co., of Ballarat, offered to instal horse trams frca

Sandhurst Railway Station to Baglehawk Town Hall (similar to the type that they were

th« oonrtruotlog for BidUrot). A thlid t«.a.r «« r.cl«4 trm Mr. ®urke, of the

proportng hor«> on th. Orwoot .yoto., from

It ma daoldod to oak Woolf and Mendall to

Crausat Works* Melhoume*

Sandhurst to Baglehswk, and White mn,».

amend their tender* and nwyh

It waa suggested to the Conference that

of Dunedin* eoneeming battery tramoare.

had purohaaad the aoloreUl rights for hattary trams

was considered at a fVu

It was sub

pther Conference on 6th. Octoher.

enquiries should he made to Mr. Walter Prince*

sequently learned that Mr. Prince

CO the Weiss ay«tem* and waa about

to eooAaet a series of experiments with
one of his motors in Sydney,

m Jenusxy, 1888, Mr. 0. Mendall withdraw the tender of the Sandhurst

Cenferanea in April. AlsoTfaiway Syndicate* and this was accepted by the next Tranway



In January, Uasara. Booth, Jllaon A Co., elTll an! olaetrioal anginaera, of Melbourna,

advisad that thay Jfapraaantad oartaln Engllah fiiaa, and would he pleased to rUit

Sanahurst to dleeuaa the matter of a tramray {yatem. The April Conference alao recel^d

a translation fjpom Prandh giving dataila of IL Jhllan'a nyatem of hattory tramcara,

●xA an offer to tender fron W. Utaatera, aleotrloal engineers, of Melhoume* However,

the only tender received hy another Conference, held on 7th. May, waa from Booth,

Bllaon * Co., and this waa auhoequently aeoepted. Briefly, it eontraoted to operate

battery trameara between Sandhurat and Eaglehawk for a 50 year period, using 45 lb. rail

on tranaverae keepers with natal ballaat and macadam surface for the track, and trameara

seating 16 paaaengerai also, to build a liana from White Hlll« to Kangaroo Plat, and to

be permitted to tranafer the contract to a ● Con^aiy then in course of formation. 1&.

H^Baubaequently left for England to investigate the equipoent available and to place

orders accordingly. The lino to Eaglehawk waa to be double track to the Five Lions

oomer, thence single off the crown of the road to allow for di^licatlon, with passing

loops as agread ^pon, tAdle the White Hilla to Kangaroo Flat line was to be either In

the middle of the road car off-centre, as agreed. It would appear that negotiations
A-

between the Sandhurst and Eaglehawk Councils, the Shire of Mprong (in whose terrltozy
Kangaroo Flat ia aituated), Cksvemnent Departments and the Conpany to finalise all the

neeeaaary dooumente and to obtain the Order-in-Counoil became somewhat protracted.

Tenders ware called by the Compasy for materials and work, but could not proceed for
soBW tiaw.

CcunciUore became uneasy and eocplained about the lack of progreaa at the

February, 1889 meeting at Sandhurst Town Hall, irtiich gatherli^ was told that the Conpary

was interested in and negotiating for seas equipment then <^rating in the Sandhurst

Eahibltion.

generatiags

wqBdpmsnta Meanwhile, the Sandhurst and Eaglehandc Electrlo Tramway Coopany limited had

been regiaterwd on 9th. Ootober, 1888, and the Victorian Railways hsd granted pemisaion
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for th« Company to caastruot its track on railway rasarve in ordar to raaoh tha

antranoa of tha Sandhurst raHway station* !Iha Sandhurst City Survayor reportad to a

Traasny Coxxftranoa (CouneUlors of Sandhurstj Eaglahank and Mfrong) on 8th. April that
A

Ur* Booth had raoant3y ecnferrad arith him on tha sitas of tha lo^s for -tha Eaglehank

3TOuta, suggasting thraa aftar tha Fiva lions oomar. Tha Saamycae suhsaguently

raalisad that this -would ha insuffielaixt^ and raooiaptandad foxxr loops to the Conferanca,

iM.eh dalagatad -tha Survayors of Sandhurst and Eaglahamk to arrange tha locations with

-tha Company* Cha loops wars to hold -two oars on each trade* ha si-tuatad on as near le-vel

ground as posslhXa^ and ha placed to allow a tan mlnuta sarvioa to he operated. An

axtraordinaxy maating of shareholdars of -the Coopany was held on 6th. Inarch* 1889,

during tha ooursa of whidi there was inueh arguemsnt and loai^ charges -ware made. It

would appear that tha Sandhurst and Eaglehaidc Elaotzric Traimray Ccxipar^r Idmited had

paid tha Atistralaaian Electric Tranvay Company £6,000 plus 5,000 shares for the riglits

to huild and run the -trains, hut the Sandhurst, Eaglehank and Mcroi^ Councils had not -

yet fully delegated -their powers to the Australasian Elaotrlo Tramway Co. In tha weeks

hafora tha meeting, tha Company*s 5/* shares, which had hean selling at 6/6d., had

failed to attract huyars whan offered at l/3d* Bwanttially, on 27th. May, 1889, tha

Transray Conference -was able to dslagata -the Council's powers to Messrs. Booth, EUson

and Co*, snd, on tha same day, Mr* Ellson axTiwed in Bendigo from his overseas -trip,

and gave details of his Journey* Qe stated that he had ordered six ears, and that he

tested one himself on severe grades xinder heavy loads* It had heen shipped six weeks

ago, and the remainder would follow in June and July, with -ttie plant and equipment due

in June*

ITork new proceeded qui<ddy on the local scene* Track excavation commenced

on 4th> Jtane at the railway station, and sleepers and rails were quickly laid* Building

of the car shed and (duueging house (for the Batteries) got undsr way, and it was hoped

to have the first ear running in September on a section of the track, and to reach

BsgXdiiaMk in Novwmher* However, as events were to prove, such optimiom was to he proved



ftlM, this xslatlvsly hriaf psriod of rapid local oosistruetlon ma to ho tha

only hrigfat apot in tho CoB^anj'a hiatoxy*

Tha second half yearly

Sandhurst on 39th* Jhly, and heard various reports on tha progress of the -works. The

fooracasts of a few weeks earlier were already fading# as it was now stated that tha

first ear would arrl-ve in August# with tha other ears and tha eharglng plant a few

weeks later. It was also nantloned that eight cars had been ordered (-idiereas pre-vious

leting of tha shareholders was hold in

reports had said six). The plant oonpxdsed water tube hollers from Bahoook and Wiloox,

of Glasgow# oooqpound -vertical engines# Bynanos fkom tha

of the S3 Yietoria type# while this latter firm also supplied the eleotrloal aquipoent

for tha tramears. The huildlngs and track were ooe^leted >7 late October# and the

boilers recei-ved# but most of the remainder of the plant was now long overdue. Tha

delays were blamed on strikes at the (iodkm in England and to a glut of orders held by

the manufacturing Coopanies# which Mant that they could not maintain their schedule

of deliveries. It was subsequently revealed (during reozlminatlons after -the Conpany

had failed) that proper contracts were not entered into (with penalty clauses)# becaxise

no supplier would undertake work under suoh conditions. Tha first car was assembled

and ready by about -tha and of October# but could not be tested, and was laid aside

pending further developments. Tha Directors told tho third half yearly mee-ting of

shareholders# held early in February# 1890# that they were disgusted with e-vents

relating to tha seven oars and certain equipment. They proposed testing tha traok#by

hauling a tramcar over it by horse power, before accepting it from tha contractor.

Tha remainder of tha plant eventually arri-ved and was assembled, and the

first trial run was held at 10.00 o'clock on tha night of Thursday, 10th. April, 1890.

Ill fortvma continued to haunt tha Coapany, as tha oar derailed on the curve leading

from the Depot, into Mollismri Street. It was re>railad, and ran quite well along the

level track towards Mitchell Street, but there was muCh arcing from the motors when

the car was driven the gradient towards the railway station. It was feared that tha

B
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floor of th« ear might catch fira, ao tha trial vas ahandonad, and the oar ratumed to

the depot* Another trial iraa run on 24th. of the months when tha oar ran on tha level

in Udlllaon Street for about two houra, hut did net venture to the atation. Thia tramoar

waa fitted at the wozka of Uaaara. Stephana, Smith A Co*, MiUwall, being huUt by

Mr* Geetrge Milnaa, of Birkenhead, to the beat Amerioan two horae pattern. It waa driven

by two Baokenaaun ootora, each of eight horae power, throu£^ worm geara with a pitch

of 4£ degreeay to the two azlea* The 72 calla, eaoh of 17 platea of 160 aiqpere houra

eapaoitar» were plaoed on long boarda on rollera beneath tha aaata. The oar waa lighted

by inoandeacent lac^a,

mounted on each end platform. Foirr more care arrived about the middle of April, and a

half hourly aarvioe oocnmeneed between the railway atation and the oomer of Barnard

Street and Mt. Korong I:oad on Saturday, 14th. June. Operations were extended to the

Ironbaxk Hill on Wedneaday, 25th, but the aervloe had not reached Saglehawk by 30th»

June* Between the 14th. and 30th. June, two trams had run 780 miles and carried

fitted <mly with hand brakes, and had a oontroUer

4,058 paaBengers* The fourth half yearly meeting of aharehbldera waa told on 30th* July

aaloon oars had been assembled, but had all needed modifications tothat the six

salt them better to local conditions. The Engineers, Messrs* Boo^, EUson A Co.

reported that cars Nos. 2 to 6, supplied iS the Brush Coo^any,

had been expected^ over tha oar supplied by Messrs. Stephens, Smith A Cocopany, and

had needed much rewiring, ia^roved proteotlon for the motors and other modifications.

They were eleo 13 owt. heavier than esqpected, and it waa suggested tliat they be used on

the very flat terrain from Kangaroo Flat to Vhite Hills, if the Coo^eny were able to

oonetruot thia route. The trams had apparently raached Eaglehawk by the 50th. July, aa

the Journey time warn xwported aa 40 mdnutea, whereas the Bireotora hoped that It could

53 minutes.

were not aa advancad

ba reduced to

The first reportad accident took plaoe on 7th. July, when the front of a

tram waa slightly dmnaged due to a eollielon with  a horse.>drawn dray, idiila a more

aerloue accident took place on Sxmday, 27th. July, when e crowded tram, estimated to

rUillv Inmi mnMmA irm m



down gr»A0) md dir«il«d* Mnrlo# oontlnutd to pporatOf bat not ■atisfaetorlly*

Broakdoims mf eontinuoua, and the Sirootora irithdraw the traaa on 2drd« Septemberf

1880, aftor maa» 13 naaka of ruxmlng* The laat two trams reoeiwad, Noa. 7 and 6, ware

Bwnar eara (deaerlhed altematlweljr aa "of the duoiiQr tjrpe"), and prohebljr entered

aervioe during Augoat* i:xaot detalla their appearanee haa not been aacertalned.

The Coopaiqr xaepaated the Sandhurst Ci^ Counell, at ita meeting on 19th. September,

for parmlaaian to eonvart to overhead wirea, atatlng that the battery trana were a

failure. The Counoll referred the raqueat to ita Finanoe Committee and to a Tramway

Coaferenee. Offera wars made to the Company to ooovart to either cable or ateam

hatOage, aa wall aa horaea and overhead wireaa the latter being made by a Mr* Chaa*

Fleaoth, of Melbourne, with plana of the Thomaon-Houaton ayaten, apparently in coo^titica

with the Union meatrie Coe^any of Australia Ltd*, who offered the same ayatemi A

atomy meetii« of aharehoiaera was held on 29th. September, during wfaioh it was stated

that Mesara* Booth, Ellson & Co* had favoured the overhead system, but the Sandhurst

Council had objected, and, therefore, the Company had had to obtain the next best

available ● bettery treacara* Zt waa also statad that the Brua^ Company had tested

only one car before they were ahipped frofa England. Varicus charges and allegations

were made, and a ccmdttee of shareholders was finally appointed to confer with the

pirectors on the future of the Conpany. Enquiries were made from the pioneer electric

ti mwraj at Boot IUll, Melbourne, 1*0 were e:q)ecting their aeowid car to arrive any day,

and of the Rendwlok to tfaverley electric tramway, Sydney. The Cocpany also approached

the Eaglehawk Council requesting Its paasnission to convert to overhead wires, and the

rate payere voted 580 to 189 to grant peradselon, at a poll held on 22nd. Januazy, 189^

Sxtraoacdinary meetinga of aharaheldera were held during S Uaroh end April,

X881, to pate end oonfixm various autiona to amend the atsnaeture of the Conpeny, to

additional capital to be raised eo that oonveralon to overhead trolley wire

wffwia tw carrisd out* However, by late April, very ftw of the additional aharea had bean

stibaoilbed to, and it was decided that the Conpany Should go into vdluntazy Uipiidatlen.
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Meanddlftf the teek of -fdnOtng the Sandhurst and EaglehRVfk lleotrie

Traonmy Ccn^?any limited quietly continued* end vaa eoneluAad in July* 1895. fhe 66*000

ieeuoA liheres* elrosJy called up to 15/** each* received another call of l/- enoh to

●nahOie the liquidation to Im carried cut* and a very nail aum (poaslbly only £414i0:9)

na« returned to the ahareholdero. From the available newspaper reporta* therefoore* it

appear# that the aharoholdera lost virtually all of the i)i4*000 that they aubseribed

fer aharea in the coe^any.

Nogotiatlona took plaoe between the Ceuncdls and the new Coonany In June*

139S, owieoniins details for the construction of tl» White Ifille to Kangaroo Plat line.

The Caq>any propoaed a variation to its ngreanont dated 3rd. September* 1891* to enable

the aeetion from Golden Square to the Gas Works to be oonstruoted first* with the

extension to Kangaroo Flat later. The Councils agreoi^to a^^ply for freah Ordors-ii>*

Council* tc enid>la the Gaa Works to Golden Square aecticn to be built within 9^ years

of the date of the Order, end the Kangaroo Flat section within a further 4^- years.

Naturallc^’* there were protesta from the reaidentsi of White liilla, but these were

aisparently not heeded. The ascend iialf yearly meeting of the now Cocipeny was told on

30tlu July* 1892* that, for the five months ended SOth. Jvme, the esmi-ng rate had boen

15 per cent., and that a 10 per cent di-/idond. could be paid, but that the lUrectoro

thought it beat to welt until the ond of the year bei'ore making e decision. The five

motors had run 44,42C miles to 15th. July, end had carried 259,055 passengers. It was

propoaed tc increase the issued Bherea fran 57,925 to 40*000. The first eorious eooidant

reported ha;.pened at 6.16 p. a. on Wednesday, SOtli. July, v^sen a tram d^socr-led the Mil

to the Jobs Oully level crooslng (ftem Sendigo), and collicLed with a hoiK:,o drawn buggy
ed

in the narrow section of the roadway rMch ferr^ the fenced approach to the railway line.

<5Tje three men In ihe buggy were Injtired, one seriously. On Tuesday* 1st. November, vexy

shortly after the rhoenir motors went Into aervioe, six drivers and four conductors

went on strike, alleging that the Phoenix motora were unsafe. The Company managed to
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oxttnding fbm end platfonaa end fitting bdliitere end begiee. Battery cam Noe. 2 to 6

becaae etoan tran trailers Noo. 1 to 5 (not oeoeesarily

first one being deliyerod end tested in

first aotor to be cci^leted eras tested by

reapeotimly), the

Mollisoo Stroet before Christaaas. The

running it as far as the Garden Oully mi

early cm Konday* Idth. January, 1892. Further trips were nade later in the day,

hauling a trailer. Tho eorlc of aseenibling end testing the steam motors ras carried out

in the presence of engineers ftrom the BslAwin Coo^jany. The steam pressure ms 120 lb.,

and steam brakes were fitted. The trams oomnenced public servioe on 1st. February, 1892,

and proved imownsely popular, carrying 9,495 passengers on 110 round trlx^s by the end

of the first mek* The Ccm^nay decided (before the end of the second week!) to order

two mere motors end three more trailers, as a matter of lurgoncy. Tlie Bendigo Rolling

Stock Company rraz coomissionea to produce the cars, and work ms immediately put in

hand on battery trams Noo. 1,; 7 and 8, and they became atewn tridlors Hoe. 6,

7 and 8. As battery tram No. 1 was a six-window saloon car cOB5)ared with nine-window

saloc»8 for Nos. 2 to 6, it reoeirad laiger end platforms during its transfcarnation to

steam trailer No. 6, than did the other cars when they beoame steam trailers Nos. 1 to 5.

As provicwsly mentioned, the appearance of battery trams Nos. 7 and 8 is not known,

except that they were summer cars, but a former employee maljitalns that steam

trad trailers Nos. 7 and 8 werw bogie vehicles. The tender of the Phoenix Foundry,

Ballarat, was accepted for three (increased from the earlier decision to acquire two)

steam tram motors, and these were to be larger than the Baldwins, and capable of hauling

two trailers* The first one was tested in Skipton Street, Ballarst,

Phoenix Cospary's works, on the horse tram line, on 29th. September, and baviled two

horse trams. It was despatched to Bendigo and entexod service early in October, followed

by the other two units. They received Nos. 6 to 8, being builders Nos. 315, 318 and 317

respectively.

outside the
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Tbt Ceapany aAvisad tha thret Couneila (sitting in a Tranvay Confaranea), aho agread to

ralaaaa the Coo^any fron its oontraot provided that another body aaa found before

SOtiu June ahieh would enter into a :doiilar agraanent. The Con^any oallad tendara for

the purcfaaae of all ita aaaata but» aa the c^oaing data waa SOth* May, none ware

received* Three enquiriaa were nade from intaraated parties requesting sore details

and an extension of tixae* rventually, Che Bendigo TTaimray Coo^any Limited waa floated

and registered (the name of Sandhurst having been dianged to Bendigo on 18th* May),

and purehaaed tha plant and equipaant of the Sandhurat and Kaglehawk Eleotrlo Tramway

Cospaqy limitad* It is ixxtareating to not# that the Couneila altered their thoughts on

the form of motive power to be used * the new Conq>eny waa granted pexnission to inatal

steam trmaa* The new Company obviouely acted vexy quickly, becaxise the five ateam tram

motors it had ordered from the Baldwin Loeaau>tiva Woctcs, B. S. i., througli Maaars.

Newell and Co*, Melbourne, were due to axrive in Beoaoibar, and it was hoped to commenea

running before Christmas* These maohines carried Builders Numbers 1S241 to 12245 (not

0-4-0ST type, hoing of 4 ft. 8^ In* gauge,

double track from tha

respectivaly), and were of the

The new Congjany announced tbct it would extend the AmM

Five Lions oomor to the top of the ®^arden Gully BUI, duplicate the main street at

Eaglahawk, the seca.on from California Gully to beyond the railway orosning, and from

the MsnAhester Arms Hotel to tho Pioneer Hotel, through Long Gully (altliough it would

sppear thst this letter sootion was either not done or modified to some extent). It was

hoped thst the trip from Bendigo railway station to I^aglohawk would taka 20 to 25 minutes.

Tha five tram motors left New York on 10th* * October for London, wero

trans-shipped, and arrivea at Malbouma early In tha nww year. Tha first one arrived at

Bendigo on eth* January, and the raraaindar the next day* Work ooranamead Immeaietely to

them, and was expected to taka about a fortnight* Meanwhile, The Bendigo

Rolling Stock Coa?>ai^ contracted, to rebuild the battery trams aa bogie vahleloo by

m

I
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run a Uadted cerrlea irith tvo and iMgan reoruitlng fresiti staff* A District

LoecEnotlTS Dutpaetor from tht VietorlBn tsatad tha Fhoanlx itetaxw and pasaad

them as safS* Tha Bendigo Trades Ball Council entered the dlepate on hthalf of the

strllrlng nan, and It was decided to refer the oattar to an Arbitrator, aho subsequently

faTCur of tha Ccc5>e.tg'. Thus ended the first industrial dispute on the

^lendlgc trsnnraya, with the Conqpany refusing to re-oaiploy the strikers.

The CoR^eny had hired Bell Punches frona the Ilelboume Tramway and Omnibus

Cen^any Limited to aid its fkre collection, but soon found that it could sa-^e £50:0:0

per year by Is^ortlng another type from America, ahioh was stated to be **the same as la

used in Sydney**. Treffle continued to boom, and tj'vo loops were extended to hold three

cars if neoesaexy* The existing track and rolling stock oould not handle the crowds

at football ai»d holiday times, but further duplleation could not bo carried out pending

a new Order-in-Counoil. BowoTer, the half yearly meeting of sharoholdora, held on 51st*

found In

yanoasy, 1894, was told that the financial position of the Company was not good^ despite

406,955 pesaengers being carried, ar<d 71,615 milos run, for the six months .lust ended*

The Baglehawk line ta^ently needed duplication to

as laary passengers would not wait 20 adnuteo until the next tram, and the Ccapaay was

bound to build the Golden Square to Gasworks line within eight mmths. All the issued

cental was fhlly called tq;>, and it was considered no xise offering additional shores to

the public because of the Coo9any*s poor flnsnoial state. Ths Coo^any adviaed tha Councila

In KKC(6t that it would be unable to build the second line and, after the Company’s

boclEB had been inspected, the Couaoile agreed to allow the Conroany to drop this project.

dseislon W9.S probably influeneed by the ●’boom” bursting, resulting in a drep in

traffic,

that, if the Toundls Insisted upc« the line being built, it would stop the trams on

6th. May and ●’glwe Its fully paid ijp W shares had prenridod a capital of £19,212 m

an awerage diwidsnd of l|r per cent had been paid, and it oeold not raise the

onablc a better servico to be run.

shoartage of money fbr new works, and the Co^ny actually stating
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equip the line> Tlj*addlticaial JOLS^OCO necoAu«x:y to 'build and

statistloa for tl» yeer eaied 50th. June, 1894, ahewed t!iat 397,748 paasangsrs

laaen caxxied, 'being a dsrop of 9,209, 'but t!» real iiap&ct of tlut doprcaaion rma

felt the iBXt 6ii:s laontlni wl»n paaBeniorsi carried fire^^ped to 305,223 - down

5G,3'23, ::iileagc had incDCoaood to 73,704.

Tna lialf yearly meeting of ohareholders, held on lat, re'orafary, 1095,

appaara to have "been giveii »o«ie insight into t’>e prdbleaa ancounterod. It v/ould c^paer

tliat the track and rails Imd given troublo, 'being too lightly oonatructod for the

ti'affio offering* laudh ’woi& had 'been neooasaiy, in eddition. to tJio dupldcationa laid.

It was stated that all douldc Irack soctio^is nere in j^easonatle condition and within

‘Vlai'blo distanco of each otiiar* Late in 189^i, tla.*ee tramcars had t>een purclissed, whidh,

'with Blight altoyatioas**, it wza conaiderod wOTld he of coi’^’idnrft'blo use. Tlraso oara

'oacaiao :ioa* 9 to 11, and were six vfindav saloons with end

origin is not Icucuvn, 'but it ■wo’da eppoar from the report tliat they were second hand.

nlatfoWTia. Their

Tmy wore four wheel vehicles. It is reported that they were foavaer u.ai'bcurno Iioroe

vdoicl'. s'.ibui'be.n line vw>uld have had aierplus cars of tids typetrtcijo, 'out it is net l-jao'.-rr.

availahla in 1304, !?lie stoan tron motors had been ixsiiig coke aa their fiiol, but tii»

ji spcoitl freight rot.® for coke in Juno, 1324.  A legalViotorian Lciilways stopped

action ejuaued in which the Company ^*on *a verd3,ct for .3347. TIao Goapany triad using

coal, 'but it was not ouccccsfnil. l'h.3 Bciidigo Crau Ccsitunny -wen uiutble to si^rply auif icient

coke fer the Coctpsny’c full raqi^irernents, »o wood rma used -

oasplaint* about sparks emitted fro^i the motors, end n number oi’ firos which they wore
really

elleged to havs stertod* Leiationc with the Viotoripn Eailwtys beoiaae^strained wlum

tiis Cou^f-jay receives, notice to otoxj runnixiL, in the rfiilwcj^ i?©s«?i’va (frca» Mltcliell Cti'oet

remove its traoks and reinstate ti» sorfeoe

within eeven day.o. The C«iuncil sided -with the Cor.rpf.rc', bait axn;oala to the I’a-ilw^^

CCEBiisnicncris foi.lerl, It rvaa atatofi that the Caar>any could not afford to pay the £370

per annum rent reculrod “by tbie Heilwoys- It was conaidered excessive, 'because the

ijnd coon brougiit. ruuiy

to the station) on 2Btl.. I'abruary, 1S95,
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tr«w «onYoy»<! niony pftsMiigws to tJ>© raHw«y* Ccwpwny to «Cltw its tmolc

loyo?rt In Mltca»ll Streot, to atdt a toratliBil *rrang«»nt, 'but ftetaHs w« not known*

atatod that tha ohango had all^htly benefited the Corapany,It waa ottbaaquontly

but tho raaaona wsv not sltwn.

On taturAay, Vlth, July, at 6.90 ?.«., In rainy naathor, Motor No. 8 and

a trallor daeoandad 15»a Mil frm Ckurden (Sully to Barnard Itreot, and apyarantly got

ottt fit oontrol) dua to tha wot ratio. It darailad and alafirad « little, and tho and of

the roof of the trailer iraa dawagod whan it atruok the motor. The trailer was re-rallad

by the nert niotar to ■^tglehaalc, and motor No.  8 ra-railad

IrwolYod is doaealbod as s ●d’S'wy’*, and is prasun»bly either 21a. 7 or No. 8. In Fe'bruary,

1985, the eoachos rurming ■between yaglahawk and Bandlgo reduced their fare from Sd* to

5d«, and the r<jnnar^ wa» obllgfid to do likewlsa. The Conrsany was Kubaequwitly ropoarted

to be csmaiderlTig the Introduction of fere sections. The deadlock continued with the

Ylctorisn Ballwaye over the freight rate for cdte, and the Coopany continuod to iise

itself. The trailer

wood during the winter, keeping the limited cokti oupplles from t!ie local gno Trorks for

Howe-ver, despite several erperlinents with cp&rfc arrestors, coc^laintc continued,

and no t^’pe tried proved 100 per cent effeotlve- Late in 10er>, Coc^eny constinxoted

and Bubeeruently two, iww cars of light construction. They were very sraoll fenar

wheel vehieleo, and referred to as ●’Uiabrclle'* care- They were numbered 12 and 13, end

intended to augp»nt the existing trams at holiday periods. It would appear tl*a.t

the Sendhumt and Lsglehewk Fleotric Timaway Corripany Ltd, liad eonotx’uctea the first of

these CTjrc in en effort to overcome the problems associated with their heavy cars nnd

the llfldtoA cspecity of the 'baitteries* It would have been M ttioir No. 9, but, although

reported ctaccesefhl in operation, was too amell to cover its running costs. It is not

certain whether it entered passenger aerviee, or was prodixced after running censed, and

thereby only used experimentally. Three additional oars (Nos. 14 to 16) were apparently

cavatssloned during 1896, They were six 0 window saloon units, with end platforms, nnd

four idieels. They were slightly shorter then Nos. 9 to 11, but of the sane appearsnoe*

sunnex'.

one.

were
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9m lomst point in tho oeonoode dtproMlon was apparontly rtaohod in tho

●oeoid half of 1895» a*tn only SlS^TSl paaoongors nor* oorrlod. Tho through faro

daring this portod, and tho Blraetora said that thoy did not propose to ineroaso

it* TTaffla aoiboo^iently improved with S56«8S9 imasongors being oarried for the first

half of 1896, and 356, 159 for tho second six nooths* Tho half yearly nesting of

aharoholdors held on 29th. JUy, 1896 listened to  a nixod report on the state of tho

xmdertaking. ftjrlng the last 18 nonths, aueh money had been spent on tra<* d»;g>lications,

rail repleonaants, maintonanoe of the steam tram motors, and building end buying

tramoare* It was stated that tho Co^any noe had suffleient cars to meet all traffio

»6<iulrene»ts. Hoeovor, only /»64 had been paid in dividend (in 1899), ani It

doeidod to keep curating until a reasonable offer to purehase was reeeieed, rather
n

than atop tha| liquidate, and be forced to

was

3d*

sMnr

was

sell for scrap value. P-equests had

been made to the Councils for assistance (such as relief of rent and rates, and for

tho Couneilo to take over the road maintenance), but thews had been refused. The

held an extracrdinary meeting of shareholders on 20tli. August, 1396, to oonaldsr

futxuw policy. A l^elliottmfi Cuspany iwid cnquii'ed the price of the plant (detaila not

glwn), and ai^iother fim in Coolgardic ^vtestem Austrolia) sought tlio cost of five

motor:* end f lw trailera. As tho .'Giroctoi’s did not have power to dispose of the Conpaiv,

tiao iftoetli^ ^poiirted five slvirohoiaors and five directors to iitveatigate the sale of

the Coupaiv, prefei-ahly aa a vixolc, rather tiion in lota. G-ubfjeqa<“ntly, a s^’oup of

citiserui petitioned the Councils to i^elp the CcKJpany, mvl tho Tredero Association

favoured keeping the trams, while one man collected £06 sigm»tureo from Long Gully

residents In one day in sppivoiatior. of ’regular and rapid troocit to end from the

A Tranwray Conference of the Bendigo and Pcglohawk Councils wne held on 7th.

fieptTOber, during wnioh oegao intoreeting statistic* wero supplied by the Company. From

of Jamiaiy, 1352 to Juno, 1396 (slmost 4r^ years), receipts hod totalled £59,200i.j8j
the end
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Vvlns an of £ 8,711 por annumi oporatliig ojcuensaa iwro £ 36,8111 15:10, Txiing

n^Vttg* of £8,180 ryHP annucnj tlnia, receipt* excoodea expenditure by an evoraga of

£331 per year. ●!1» Corapai\y*8 aseote stood at ^23,500 and, if proper rates of deproclatiwi

had been applied, the not loss i»ouia hare bean £3,110 or £469 per year. Paros had been

oolloetod fron 3,354,836 pasnen^ers during 70,970 round trips. The Corapany had duplicated

3-^ ndles of track at an escpenfllture of £3,500. !!«nwver, the Paglehswk Council had

dedded at its twetlng three nights eerlier not to grant the Corroany any ooncesslons,

so this Conferenoe im* adjourned until 31at. September, during T?hleh Interval several

petitions for and against granting the Con^any’s requests were lodged. The adjennmed

Conference rejwalnad deedloeiksa, and rafeired the question back to tlia Counoilo. The

C'jmaay advertised throughout Australia for Intendinj; purchasers, and aharaholsers

tdd at the half yearly meeting on SGtli- Janoary, 1897, tliat negotiations -were

proceeding. It was also reported that the treuacars were in good condition but needed

palntii^, that neir regulators were being fitted to the Bcldwin meters, nnd that nmy

an

were

cf the T rails laid in 1894 were causing concern and would need to be replaced, ahortly.

*»*h» Bltrntlon between the Gompany and the Councils n^ipears to have continued, in a

stalemate, with the GoBroany continuing to keep the traras i-umlng. The 13tlu I’r'lf yearly

rrectlng of shareholders, loeld m early in Aug»ast, 1^?07, wpd told tlir.t e l|;th c^reten of

sections had been Introduced, by pre-patS tieiket, on lot. June, in an effort to counter

but had been reduced to 3d. The bellfalling tra-fflc. The through faro was Bd.,

(for fore oollootton) had been continually breaking down, and it was decidedregisters

to adopt the T>V3ne patent fwc roccivor,

should have been in use shortly before the meeting. Early In 1307, the Company heel

as used in Adelaide and Bellaret. Tliese unite

sought per«l*si.on from the Jfoglehawk Council to erect sheds either on the Maricet Beserxe

o» Crtmt lend behind the Town Hall, so that operetlons could be transferred there inor

oflPder te effect certain savings. This was refused, so the Company purchased the Itolliaon

Gtreet leasehold, including the land oceiTpfied by the Bendigo El.ectr<-C Coo^any, In order

An ndflltional track was laid on thethat £90 per year would be saved in rent.
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rtor%ham aIAb of tho Depot to take three onrs, so thet rolling atodc would no longer

he*wi to "be left In Uollieon Street daring the night. IThe pomument way, aoecribed ae

heing in *fidi' eonaitioa’’, was heiag not ailed, and 15 chains of T rail had "been

replaced hy 50 Ih. steel rail. Three trams had hoen re-painted, six re.^tpttcih*d and

and sheet iron had been laid orsr \be roofs of the larger cars to protectvarnished,

thaa f«» the weather. An imostrial dispute hod tclcen place during the last few days

tne Conduetors had coa^jlaiaed ebout the new faro reglators. The sen had gone onwhen

strike, but the dispute had now been settled - by the Cou5>ony tdctng on fresh men-*

It would appear that tlw Bendigo Trenway Coopnny’e efforts to dispose of

did not iiucoeod until tho British Insulttod Tire Company entered the scene.its treway

In February, 1899, the two

allon the forr»r to sell to the latter,

net; Gccpany,

C0B??a:5r, and eoug}*t a 50 year

c

of origin, ras in

franchise

ompanies applied to a Tramway Bonforence to

to enable electric trams to be inatalled- The

the process of purchasing the Bendigo Flcctric

 to instal and operate electric trams on the

pnd between Golden 8quare
ofvihead wire syetea. The routes mentioned were to 1?eglehawk,

azkd the Twan Hotel (to be later extended to Kanraroo Plat and W*dte Hlll.s). It

the application, subject to a formal agrecicent being .brawn up,

aug.gested uslns the *slot i^^stem’* to the Pive Lions comer, and

held on March 2nd. at which

tabled. The full details of this document appear to be

was decided to apv*rore

The new Coe^ny own

then overheaQ wires to “aglehawk. A further Conference was

the proposed draft agreement was

about as optimistic as the two previous ill-fated agreements. Some of the items are
as

A
to be electricity frem overhead wires; the presentfollows:- a 50 year franohlBe; power

with the seotions between Mollison
track to be reconstructed In double track all the way,

ud BttiMra 2tr.ets aid IMzzo'b oo»« to E.El»h».lc Toim Tom on . connrrte foundntien

longitudinal concrete stringers withwith wood block surface, the remainder being
on

tarred aacadem surface} the first two mentioned sections to be at 11 ft. 6 in. centres

and tho remainder at 9 ft. centres (as with
with centre steel or wood and steel poles.



til* ●xiatins staam traai traoka) vitix aide poloo and span trirea; 4 ft. 8jj in. gauge;

MMlp ‘better90 Ib. grooved railj a aingle track ’‘branch*’ (tiiia could 'be

dascribed as an exteaaioa) to Darling Street (from the stoam train tanninua aloi>g tlie

aorthom boundary of tho Pleglohawk Town Hall land){ routes proposed were from Lake

9

rteerooaa to Golden Sqviare Swith, from Holliaon Street to Quarry Hill, and a branola off

hilly section^ two atireetsthe latter along Olinda Street^for a’bout Ixalf

south of the railway line. Tlie first proposed route was to be laid on a concrete base

a Eiile into a

with wood blook paving ‘between Fiundly Street and V<nttle Square, with a tarred raacadam

surface elawdwrs, and to be double track througiiout with centre poles and brackets;

tiie other two proposed Unea were to bo either double or oingle track, and all three

to be laid with at least 70 lb. rail; the basic service to be 15 minutes, with

a 10 ndnute# during the morning, noon and evening ’'paaka'*; the type of tramcar to be
A  ̂

«^nr<T«-r to tl^st than in use in Brisbane (a straight sill open "California' combination

were

oar, with no motoman’s bulkhead or windshield); speed to be between s ndnimum of seven

sad a aaxlfflua of fifteen ndles per hour; the first section to be eommenoed within two

to be with all reasonableof the delegation of the Order, and completlem

the Councils to have power to purchase. The Conference approved of the foregoing

years

●peedi

and referred them to their respective Council meetings. Whileand other items,

eonsideratlon was being given to these proposals, the resldente of Uollison Street

petitioned the Bendigo CouncU and asked ttiat the new Coo^?any should not be allowed to

They alleged that the present Coog>any had built  a double

and that the various operations

uss their street for the trams.

trsA in UolUson Street without authority ●®*

(shunting, <Aeaning fires, "blowing^off, etc.

property* The nsttor was referred to the City Solicitor.

AS a result of negotiations, The Eleotrie Supply Company of Victoria Idmitea

was brought into being# and purchased the Bendigo Tramway Company Idndted and the Bendigo

a nuicanoe, and detrimental to their
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KlMtrio CoiBp«V» m <»pital of £400,000. Tijo tmr Cou^oi>y dccidod that the

Ijopot and ?oa«r station wae not aultahloMalliaoa atraat i>r«Bia«a of the 'IrKsonjf

for oottwraion and a^analon, and eoBmanoed wont on land oppoaita Arnold Street, Ijetween

iha railway line and a creek, in 1901, to erect a new power house, tram depot

offioea. By Ootoher, work on the huildinga were weU advanced, and construction

high atandard of brickwork and steel frsaas. ¥ork to oonvart the steam

could have ooowencad in Bacaabar, but it waa decided to defer It until

that reaidanta would not ba inconvanianoed during the pra-Christmaa

am

waa to a vary

traia trades

January, 1902, so

aheppii« pariod and while the lishibition was being held. (The ?:xhibition was being

eenraeworate tha 50th. anniveraarj- of the discovery of gold in the exea; abald to

of the most intereBting erfiibits- and in thenarrow gauge electric railway wos one

brief article in tl-.e June, 1957 issue of this ̂ ^ournal). The propcsnlsadb^ect of e

mntioneu eax-lier i*ad been sommvhat diluted by the time the final agreement was reac?ied

construction ooiwaencad. The Sloglehank line bocaitus single track with no less thanand

double track only at the Bendigo and Haglehawk ends, while

■' .MVm yeeroona to Golden Square line waa between Charing

aeven paaaing loops, being

the only double track on the

Arnold Street, although the single track to Golden Square was laid off theCross and

be suitable for du5>Ucation. This latter section had the poleacrown of the reed to

road to approximately the site of tlie present Fire Statiod

!^agleli«wk route, and the doable track

side polos with span wirea, except the Barling Street

placed on the crown ol‘ the

loop, as did both the doubGLe track sections on the

in Pall Mall. Tlie remsinder was

(single Uaok;, which had side polea and short bracket arms,

to have ooomenoed at i'aglehewk, with the steam

extension

Ths track rslsying appears

tn» Wlm progr.«lwly out tack («id «pl.«a tjr hora. cata) a. tta «m wot* movaa

roportod that the stewn trem servlco would Boon beforws*^ On Juna 24th., It was

■uspsndsd, and additional raen

trssk was then

the electric trams running before Christmas.

employed to ha

canpleted to Long Gully (abou

sten the completion of the new track. The

it was hc^ftd to havet half way), and

By the middle of .Tul.T, the head of the



KiQxk had surmounted the Ironbark hill* and sas ateadily nearing dendlgo* At the hegirming

of i:>ec«mber* weak was in hand in Pall nail* Qowever* It appears that there were delays

with the censtruotion of the tramcars* Ihe Adelaide fins of Duncan end Fraser had

oontraeted to oonstruot 13 single truck oara* hut it is not knoim if the delays were

due to the late arrival of the aleotrieal equipownt or trudes* or to other oaxises*

The first trial was run sliortly after 5*d0 p*su on Wednesday* 8th» April* 1905* when

a tramoar left the Depot end ran to Charing Cross* Xt returned to Arnold Street, and

then ran to Uundy Street and hack. Passengers were carried » fare 6d. - between Arnold

Street and Charing Cross two nights later. The next aoming (Saturday* Uth.) saw a

taial trip to Sagle^jawk* aiki. all went well except for a little trouble with a net of

points at Charing Cross. A track gang was put to work to rectify this, and it was

plaiined to have at least two trams ruxining to Eaglehawk on Eaoter alonday (l3th*}, hut

a rail hroke at Clua*ing Cross and prevented tiiie taking place. Cars were run in Poll

p«n on the jionday and Tuoeday, and finally octtanenced service to "aglehawk on

Wednesday* IStli. April, 1903* with two trwna In use. It ?/ft3 stated that construction

of the remaining tramcars was being hurried nlong, and four cars vrerc operating on Vno

ISaglehawk route within a week* T?;o days later it was announced that nix trnns ’rere

conplete, with two more nonrly eo. By tiiis time, ccnplaints had been lodged that hhe

trams were causing interference to the telephones rnd fire alarms. It was not until

Wednesday, 13th. May, that the first electric street lights ̂ -sre tested. On 50th.

the 7!leotrie Supply rompany of Victoria Ltd.

traede to Quarry Hill waa virtually completed, and wes rerdy for inspection by its

Surveyor, hut a newspaper report three days later stated that no poles had yet been

erected for tlie overhead wires. The Coo?>eny then eoa^leted arrangements for building

the to Golden Square, and this project was put in hand.

The first sarloua accident to be reported happened at 11.00 p. m.

Triday* 29th. May* when two trams collided head on at California Gully. The tram from

'.Iny,

adviced tlie Bendigo City Council that the

on
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the drlTer

oexidi^o cerx*ied the theatre crowd, am^waa ouhMquant disolaaad *or not waiting at

tlie oiie ex-hendigotiia needle loop* Both traau were dasiaged,

hadly ao* TImw saooud driver w&£ severely cautioned and reduocd to a Conduotor for one

V

uouth* The Ckjldan Squax'c line was otax'tsd early in Juno, aiid a 39sainute delay waa

oaixaod when a aactiou of the overhead vdree broke at Charing Cross at 11«00 p»m. on

UuacUay, 14th* June* The routes to Hill, Uolclen hquare and Lake Veeroona were

subsequently oco^/leteci., passed anu pponed, but the dates have not yet been ascertained,

lour additional trsii^s were coixstructeu to supplement th^ original 12 cars,

end T/exe in serviee by l&Od. Hon. 13, 13 and 1C were tiaee window saloons, ocaaverted

iVcoi steam trati tj-ellcra Hob* C-* to 11. No. 14 woe a twe vriTidcr,7 saloon oax’, bolieved to

l'.ave beeii converted fToa one of steam trsia trailers hoe. 14 to 16, but it could havo

beer, built nav; by TuncEn and Jrsser. All sixteen care r/ers carried on 21I^‘ trucks, with

two 25 h-p. motors in tlxe first twelve and ti^vo 30 h.p. motors i:i the last four. A ’.’rater

tram was ordered nor from tlie British Blectrlc Car Company in December, 1902, and

sntsred service the followtn^» year. It was stored in 1918, reconditioned in 193f*-.36 for

further use, and finally w3.thdrawn and scrapped in 19M. The remaining twelve steam

tram trailers wore retained as trailers to the electric cars, being withdrawn and

scrapped about 1910 to 1915. In September, 1005, alx double deck horse tr-^ms were

transferred frooi Ballarat (which ̂ stem Md been converted to electric trams by the

same Coo^mny on IStii* August, 1905), and Immediately proved nopulpr (probnbly because

of their bettor passenger to -.fcight ratio tl^an the ox-steam trams). They continued in

use until nth. November, 1925, as required, and wore scrapped the following year. Two

olsctric trams were built by ihmean and Fraser^In 1915, being single truck open

summer ears. They were built with windshields, and same were subsequently added to the

other sixteen trams during the late 1910*s and early 1920's. These two oars were numbered

17 end la, «id continued in service until 1947, with No. 18 being scrapped the following

year, and No. 17 being converted to the present track cleaner In 1953. The Cospany

new



decided to comrert the Lake Weeroona to dolden Square route to on.?-man operation In

1S15 aa e;^ eeonos^ xave, &nd tram Noa. D, $, 9, 11 and 12 -wara auitabl;y alteredj

being referred to ao *'Fare Box Cara"* rolling stodc continued to run thus until

**iww'* care ware purchaeed froB 1930« and tlieea vdll be montioned later. Noo. 2, 3, 4, 0,

10, 13, 13, 14 and 1C ware withdrawn and scrapped in the early and middle 1930'e, and

lioe* 1* 5» 0, 9# 11 and 15 in 1947. No. 15 wae converted to one-man operation in 1942,

while Hos. 3 and 9 were modernised in 1940, ae the beginning of a progj’anme to iT^irove

the six remaining 1903/4 oars. Ilosxver, tide decision was revex'sed, and all were

scrapped* Biese cars were fitted with destixuition boxes about 1935, and also air brel:e»,

witlx :To* a the first to get the latter.

The trailers were lisod at times of heavy lop.<1l5\", including holiday -●»nd

sporting tral fic. Trams would neot traiuB frau ■!elloi.\xno at the otation on picnic dayn,

and would operate diz-ect to I ok© Weeroona via the facing oroaoovo.v in Mitchell Street,

the corioectins curro into Pell Moll anl the^facing section of the compound orccaover

in Pall Nall. Shunting at Lake Weeroona, Cuarry Hill and Oolden Scuare was by human

effort on the level track, and gravity at the end of the double track at WnglohaWk.

The Job’s Sully passing loop was orij'inally placed north of the railway bid,dr<;c, whldi

was its correct position when the single track extension to farllng "treat, was in use.

Eoewver, as minin? fell -way» "the service was cut back to .just beyond, the end of the

double track at the Taglehwpk Town Hall, and the correct position for ti io loon wp.s now

top of the railway bridge, in accordance with the new time teblae. Tliis proved both

ankard and dangerous, and it was subsewently iwnoved to its present site. lOille

mentioning this location, it has not been ascertained when the steam tram level crossing

was altered to an overbridge, which io believed to have been of timber construction.

Likewise, the date of constructioxi of the presexit stoel bridge \vith bzidk abutments

is xjot knowTi, but it io probably about 1920.

The State electricity Comroission of Victoria was created by Act of Parliement

on



1
.its

to "be th« ttcin electricity supply authority' I'or \<iotoria, and was veatod witli powers

to generate oanic or to purcliaae existing olectx'icity ouppAy cos^oulua* TIm firet movs

mad>' "by the S. H C. taTBXco tlie Hoctidc:

in 1S25« when tl^e Ccurdscion adviced C<xi^ur^ that it wac v/illing to purolxaae the

Ccc^-^anya v.tiOEe ftanchioe expired in 1931. Coxiferenoos were lield between the S. E, C.,

Lexifilgo Council end. the Cenpany during 1&2&-29, at eMch it waa agreed that tl)e S. E. C.

ehouia acquire hotii the electricity supply and tranriray aectioos of the hendigo

undertalclng. IlOn'ever, ftlthcugh the Coesniseion had power to do the foroer, it lacked

Cupp]y Coupai^ of Victoria Lind ted osaa

l>oiniV for tite letter, and an Act was paaaed by Torliamont to fully ratify the

July, 1951, hutIhe data cf sale wee fixed at 1str.ft
UV9nogotietions, ir. rccetafcer, 15

the operating frsnohiee was extended to 30th. June, 1934, with tii® opei’ationa of the

E. C., T^hich would supply fimdsCoxnany Euh.jcct to the over-riding control of the C.

for Tofko neceasnrj' during this period. One of the provisions of the 1929 Act was to

protect the trKnwn.y6 c^^ainet motor has ccaapetl^ion hy not allordng the Bendigo Council

to issue a license without the pemissi.on of the Conrmiasicn. T*urlng 1952-53 the S. E. C.

carried out a detailed investigation of the condition of the Bendigo tra-wey system,

and. jnresented a comprehonsivc report to the frovemmen'^ and locrl councils. The report

ahowad that the most cccnondcal solution to the problem of the 30 year old and fairly

worn out system was to rohebilitate it fer n life ostimated at 15 yeers. The cost

given at ;536,000 with the UOit of thd.e devoted to treck worV, »nd the remainder to

OTerhead construction, vrorVshopE er^iipraent and cor-structlon pi nnt. Moot of the money

required was received, from the national Eecovery Loan ●FNjnA on moderate terms, with the

balance being a grant from the State Government and from the S. B. C’s. own recources.

The work was quickly put in hand after the Conmiaaion assumed full control, and full

the Job by about the end of September, 1934. By the 30th. .Time, 1935,

praotieally al.l the overhead had been reconstructed and 3.44 ndlea of track had been

relald.

gangs were on



Efnwrting to the mattar of replao«nont rolling ttook> tho 0. E. C. asi'ead

that the 5orap*i\y ahould puroh^ase a nuiaber of 8ui‘pla» ainslo truck treuwars firau the

Melbourne end Metropolitan Traawaiys Board, oorauenolng in January, 1950, in Oi'der that

nai^r of the old 1903/4

vrsc Melbourne U eleac T?o« 107 (ex Mewthorn Irainways Trust Ho. l), and booamo Bendigo

Ho* 19i it was later renumbered (second) No. 12. It was altered for one-*aan operation

by cutting a paBsagevey tlircugli the drop-end tip-over aeato, i*aiacr?ing a sheet of glass

from eadi. ttear-aide laotorman^s bulkhead,

tramoare could be ‘^dtlidrewn. The first oar received

fixing un-eranted barrier

rails in the lowei’od position, and thus maldng it posaible for passengers to enter and

leave by the one doorway only, paying the operator tlirough the space in the bulkhead

as they pnaaed. This cpr, and several otlvn-s, Inter altered to tlin present style.

Mother nine trn*r» wei'e received frm Vt}Ti>oume during 1330/31, being ex- B, J rnd M

3, 4, 0, 7, 10, 13, 14 and. 7.0, T!ioy T.’sre

supplemented In March, 1355 by tliroe nuDre ex-M clnss wMch beosme Nos. (secornl) 19, 20

classes, »r«d becmlng Pendigo ̂ os. 2,

●ad 21, and ex^E class No. 153 vMch beceane Ho. 22, in Jamiarjh 1930, This latter cer

differed in being s straight sill cloned combination 'whei'esB the earlier cnee

■were typical dre^end open r*»lifornia oorblnation ’rults.

until the late lOtO’e, No. 22, never popular because of the high stej^z, saw limited

fccrrice, and was withdrawn and sold fer ecrap in 1956. To additicn to Ho. 12 (er 19),

Ilos. 16,^19, 20 and 21 were converted to one-men operation with doorsToys at th? front
of the car end itnwedlately behind t!ie saloon, while Ho. 13 was also altered, bu'c on the

style", with the doorways at the four comers of the oar. The other cars

remained in unaltered condition until withdrawn and scrapped between 1961 and 1957.

A further stage in the developiaent of the rolling stodc took place on 16th.

October, 1945, when a maximum trection bogie tromcar was received fr-om lAelboume. It was

●x«If class Ho* 123, and boesme Bendigo No. 23, being followed by tliree more like vehioles

by 1947, which became Hos. 24 - 26. Between July, 1947, and June, 1949, the 3. E. C.

Tlie f7.eet ren thus

"Ballarat

k
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traxukfsrr«d Its i&ix 2imey safety cars frora Goolcng tc Benaigo, auBseq-aant to deoiSlng

to modernise the six rejaaining 1203/4 tramcara.cot to ctntlcue Tdth the ̂ roera^iine

●Ihese cars heceice 3endi^;o Ncs* Hj 15j and 27 « 30, all retaining their Geelong

maxhnsa tractionnunibers except Ko« 11, niSiich liafl Taaen GeelOiig .To* 14. T1^o moi*o

tranvcars -were purch-,ned fror. ;ien50'.irne in 1951, being class i (originally Pralnran and
t>eec?(>i ;'l^ « 3-£V)C^i^C> ly / 8f

●.ialTcm Tranwaya Trust cara),^anl this appeared to terifdnnte rolling stock devrlopaent

for the forsceablo future as <v> f^urthcr cars ’sere surplus in iiolboumo. The problem of

emd revenue had boccaie quite serious in tha

decided to convert Ho. 17 (bogie car) for

but the car has nevor run as such

increasing costs and vleci-easing pussonsers

post vrar period, and the CersBiusion

operation in 1952. '^na ’.vork was carried out,

the TrsjTway "ibiployeea Union Ime refused to mn it as ouch, v-fhen the

otiO'-iBan

a unit bcce^iso

trarway system at Gc-^long ■war.

t-'actioTi bocic trams to Bendigo,

of the unaltered ralifemio combination caro to bo witlidrewn, togotiwr with No. 13.

c'>osed early in 1956, the 3. ?. C. sent five Trudimrr.

'.T^iare they becjune tjob. 1 to 5^ and allowed, the Icot

of Betidlwo»8 o«ntre-of-the-Toad aino:ie tmekn and poorly lit streets

the Inoreasiny evening motor tr»^ffT.e since the lete 1940 *s

The coBbinetlon

was ewuslwr oonosm, as

had resulted In a number of head-on or off-alde oortwr eolliaions w5th motor errs,

fitted with battery onerated red tail lights in the lower octmers of

result of ^irh all ears were so erujipped. Incidents

addea to tV. dashes in 1956/57. Ihe next move

the headlights and paint them and the bumpers in yellow and.

ard illuminated the

rmr VTo. S was

ea<di amron early in 1980, as a

continued, so white reflector taoe was

was to fit oanoplee above
in 1961

m

fpteen etripea, MX rlobes, each 60w, were fitted to each canopy.
A

M «.n »r> Aim™? mt thrmwh hol«. In th« ennony. Th. two nntnlfln .l-O-hns ™«m

aMlM-Orwl tnll whllo the iniaMe four .ore ■j^ijto for uao in

quite ●iworessivo, and has resulted in

red and acted as

ooniunctlon with the headligld:. The result is

collisions. The front of a Bendigo trem nowf^r incidents and
has one heacQ.ight and

four cenony lighten ae well as
«««● is ffuarded by four tall Ughtsj

the dostliurti;>n hox, facing oncoming traffic, widle the
both ends hsvs pattsms of whits reflective tape.
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tranofsrred Its cdx Eiriwy safety cnrs froro Seelcnn to BenPAan.

Another interesting; tlterrtlon to the rolllni» Btock took place in October, 1960, -when

bogie car !To. 1 'was oent to Bi»llcrat and two cingle tniok cars arrived from that dty.

(This meant that the bo<:le car had had tha unicpie distinction of starting life vdth

the Hawthem Trn.Tmays Trust, being; absorbed by the 'lolboumc and Ketrcpolltan Tranwrays

Board, sold to the S. B. C. to operate at Geelong, sent to Bendigo, and then to Bell-rat).

The two single truck care beemne Bendigo Nos. (third) 6 and (third) 7, bcit^ already

converted for onc-inrn operation on the ●’Bpllarat style”. Bimey car 57 wae veiy

badly damaged in an accident ^dth e motor car in July, 1D56, and was scrapped two years

later, while Bimey No. 15 also mccived severe damage from another motor car in April,

19fS0, and hes been stored since,

a/^vlng dealt vdth the rolling stock Changes under the CotnraiBalonli control,

we must now revert to the track alterations. The facing crossover in Mitchell Street and

the oernpound crossover in Pall 3^11 were removed during or before the 19M/6S



>«eonatru«tion, irtdla thi off^cMintr* trae>r on th« GolAtn S<iuAr« rout* vae placed on

th* orown of th« road during the xelagdng. Most of the track eras relaid, reoonetruoted

or reeoaditloaed at this period^ ineluding points and crossings. The only extension

to he madi was opened on 2Srd. Nof«atber> 1942, Aram Lake Weeroona to North Bendigo,

to serve the dovemnent Ordnsnoe ?aotory. It had originally been hoped to cross the

nain railway line, but the Victorian Railways would not allow a level erosaing at

this point on their akain line. Bending the outoone of negotiations, a short spur line

was tsuilt oarallel to tha main railway line, to act ae a temdnua, and this became
beoaoe

en unused stub,

in 1956/57. Hie double track terminua at take

A
the track whioh approached the oroasingthe permanent terminus j

being removed

wacreona was removed before 1950, leaving only the eingle track as a spur tomdnusj

this was removed probably at the same time as tha Noirth i^ux*. The G-olden Square double

trac^ termlmui was removed about yebroary, 1960 and renlaced by a single track terminus,

while the similar facility at Quarry 1^11 (unused for many years, as the oars stopped

at the point*) was taken in July, 1964. Two recent bridge re-building projects

:ta iii'st wae in .Nolon Cti'cet, on the ilortli route. vTorkhave involved tha ti'amsays.

ecoaenoed in Jiai-cii, ana, the road was closed to motor trafi'ic, but tl*c bridge kept

as possible. The old timber structure was disraautlod exceptopen to tha trams as
A

for tlie piles and beorera carrying the two tra::i roils, Tiiilo ooncrebo retaiiiing

wells snot piles were built oa either aide and underneath. Tx^ bridge was closed to

tr»» traffic on about tirrea occasaifins in iisy and Juno, whilo work was carried out or

the structure strengthened af vor aami:^e by the weterc. On one ocoassion Blrney No. 29

wss isolated for s few days to run the servlo* on the Nortli side, while st other times

a mini-bus and taxis wore used. Cone of tha railn from the dltaiantlod ^iuarry Hill

texmlTtue l*wo been placed in the ne.w brifig® ** i*"' iiaos oonerfite to

and attenti'-rt tum^.^d to Cluirirjg Ci-ono, vhero tix;

;  'ondsmoeth the whole intcrccctior., in(}l.iding the Coldon Square and

Giu’faccr

The work was cor^pleted by reeember.

Bendigo Creek passer.



■;leh.?ni#r trsn llrwc. 'Tlio Tremrzy track gang (suppleinfinted  'by tbs men from Bftllr>.rat)

-id Cisrried out prellminriy -work over the TTOek-enfl of T?eremb«r Cth to 9th., 196J5, "by

shortening the double track on the Golden Square route 'br one pole length- Tills enabled

one '51mey tramcor to terminate just clear of the points vhile the roadway sras opened

during stage two of the bridge re-decking rcik, Ptage one ccmprised the area betvreen

the Golden Square end Feglehawk routes, and Ptpge two cut the Golden Poucre line from
1964.

Monday, 7th. FecemberK 'Privste buses were hired to service the route, and carried aA

Tramways Conductor to collect the fares. The service co-ordinated with the North

Bendigo trans to the erlstlng timetable. The trem track was re-connected about late

January, 1966, with rails set in rnats concrete to surface, and the tram service

restored, while work continued vdth the roedway on eitlier oide cf the track. Stage

three, which includes the Feglehevic trecks, provides e number of interesting itenai.

It has "been decided that the -orlvete "bus operators vdll be unable to eervioe the route.

cars will "be isolated for varying periods fr©n the reat ofBO a nunib*r of ‘bogie

the system. Most of the extension to Darling Street is 'being brought book into use as

a atorease road, end a pit will be dug to facilitate aervlelng the oars. Suitable

protection will be provided, including a watchman, ‘ibe orossover at Charing Cross is

partly over the bridge, and will be removedj another orosaover was laid in View Street,

late In January, two pole lengths towards ?Jaglehawk. These items will enable a shuttle

serrlce to be run on the Faglehawk line, and it is hoped to have a temporary oonneotion

over the bridge from time to time to enable cars to bo exchanged as necessary. The

r;!uerry Hill route will also have to be arun as  a shuttle service, and a oroseover has

been laid in Mitchell street, near Charing Gross. These works have been sliowa on blie

aoeoBipanylng map, and explainawhat doubtless appears to be an impressive track layout

about Charing rroast Tiie only otlier track alteration took place by November, 1964, when

one set of points was removed from the passirKg loop on the North Bendigo route. This



r

Mtion pluettd the loop out of oonnlssian, end the single line section now extends

Arnold Street to the teminus.

All seotiens of single trsok in Bendigo sre protected hj trro aspect

colour light signals, operated fro* trolley trheel oontaotors placed on the trolley eire,

except the short length between Pinders Loop and Quarry Hill terminus, and in Arnold

Street to the Depot* Decorated oara appear to hare been rather scarce in Bendigo. In

the early years of the electric trasnrays, crews were encouraged to decorate their

trams st Taster, but it is not known how long this practice lasted. No* SI was decorated

in 1957 for the roronatlon of King George VI, and No. 99 waa decorated and illuminated

in 195A for the Boyal Visit in Pebniary and March of that year hy Her Majesty Queen

Tlisabeth 11 and tlie Duke of Kdinburgli. The timetable for Juno, 1940, disclobea a basic

serrloe of 15 odnutes on weekdays, tapering to 90 mimiteo l«ter in the erening, except

on Friday afternoons when trama ran every 10 minutes, on the Keglahawk to Currry Hill

line. Saturday headways wer e the asm as weekdays except for e 10 minute seinrice

from aid-moming to early afternoon and between 7.00 and Q. 00 n. m. Sunday running

providod ft 15 cdnute headway during the afternoon and evening, wltli two trams between

the Hallway ctation anfi Easlel'iftwk in the morning. Golden G-funre to u»ko Trecroona

route received a basic service of 12 -nlnutGa on weekdays and eveuiiigs, with cal’s every

nine minutes from the middle of Friday i-ftemoon to mid-evening, -Dn Gaturde.yu, trEno

ran every 12 minutes to 11.00 s.m., tlaan every 9 minutes until early afternoon, evexy

12 zolnuteB until early evening, 9 minutes until about
A

searvlce was every 19 loinutes during tho afternoon end evening. Tiro last trams ooparted

from Charing Cross whan the Theatres oonoltided tliair performances, usually about 11.00

idille the last oars on Sunday niglits ware a little earlier* The present day timetablf

proivida for a 15 minute aervioe on Aaglehawk/'^Quarx’y Hill \mtll about 9.00 a.m., 20

sdnutes until noon, 15 minufees until aiid>aftemoon, 10 minutes until about 6* 00 p. ou,

15 minutes until about 7.50 p.m., Siid 24 minutes xxntil about 11.00 p.m. Saturdays receive

11.00 p.nu The 7un0flj’9

p.m.,
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two esirly cars at atout 30 jtimte ir^tarvals, then 20 minutes to 0,00 e. m., four runs

to 0*00 a.ra., then 15 minutes until about 7.30 p.cu, ihlth 20 minutes until tiw last

car, about 11.00 p.n. A 24 minute seinrloe is provided on dundi^y afternoons and

evenings, while one iron meets the train from llelbourne about 11.45 a.m., runs to

■^oglehpi^ .''nd rotumo to the 7?epot. The North liendigo to Oolden -yiai-o line lias trips

eomewhet irre^rularly spaced at various tiiwis on weekdays, but at 15 roinute intervals

between 8.00 end 9.00 a-m-* 24 minute in^.or●vals from mid-moriiing to noon, 15 minutes

dviring the eftemcon until about 0.C0 p.m., and 34 fiidnutea Ircni about 7.50 p.nu uritil

11.CO p.m. ?he early Seturday morning runs vaiy from 19 to 25 minutes apart, tlience

1*; mimiteft until the last car. fundey afteinooiis and eve range receive a 24 minute

ecrr3.ee.

The Stetft "'^ectricity rormlssion cf \lctoiia, being sot up as tli© electricity

Buoply ruthoii.ty for Victoric, naturally did not want to inherit the provincial city

traaiways when negotiations were under wey in the late 1930’s,, but eircumstsnees decreed

that eoneone had to have them, and >rliament decided thet it chould be the ComEnisaion.

The S. E. C. Annual Peports malre continual reference to the problems involved in the

operation of the aycterrs, including Bendigo, but the first occasslon on whic)i

the ConBdealoo Is known to have endeovottred to use the provisdena of its Act relating to

the closure of any of its traiawnys came in July, 1953. The Co-mission wanted to abnndon

the Golden fquare route on 6th. of that month, but the Government vetoed the plan, nils

route has the w.argaroo Flat private bus running over it for the full distance, and would

hare been relatively easy to close and substitute the bus fexr the trams. Ihe next ma,^or

Friday, 3nd. February, 1962, (pm khown as "Black Friday" to A. K. T. A.

C. announced tliat it would petition State Parliament for

move csoe on

Members) w.>H>n the S. B.

permission to abandon its tramrjays at both Bendigo and Ballarat (end the M. & M.
T. Bw

ennoJinced that it was about to cdose the three local tram routes radiating frtxa Footscray

railway station). The resultant uproar from mueJa of tiie local popidatlon at Bendigo (and
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■R ifl protest against this proposal wse consldera'ble, and in

favouring the change. A number of protent meetings Trero held,

F. C. prepared their x>etition to be tabled

not been lodged. It is not ^rnown vhat has gone oaf '‘behind the

Ballarat)

excess of that by those

and coEamitteea organised. Althoxigh the S.

in "’arlionent, it has

sccnes% but it is possible that tlie problems of organising and providing replacement

coverrasent bus services is in excess of keeping the elderly and financially

towards the end of 1963| the 7)epot staff
private or C

tTastway syste® running. However,

re-ooBPvanced major overhauls on tramcara, and this has contixraad. It would appear.

Bendigo tramway system will eontlroue to operate for some time yet,

soecial arrengements in connection with the re-building

therefore, that the

especially' in view of the recent

of the rolan street and Charing Cross brid^'es. ITiese latter two projects would h^va
in view of

Bubctantisl arguements In fsvo’ur of abandoning the trr-mways,

well. *^rc«a a loss of
prOTicIed qiAlte

ths age of the system in general, oven though it operates cui‘e

-hen the S. -R. C. first took over. the finanoial?!?n In 1055, position has stea'’J.ly

d«ain.4. The ehnuel defleieney reach.* at, 559 »t the b.glmieg of the .«r, dropp.*

to m,lS9 in 19«. *0. to the increpeea loadinge, end alneo then h«e generally Inoreeeea,
reached then when It was costing nearly 3. Id.

Since then, a oonrparatively

altered this ratici and the finenoial results, but

to Torch /;84,ai0 in 1961. '^e position was

to cerate the system for every

steep Increase in fares would have

the joaitien «uld ettll he ph« (even tho«Eb it ie onaeretood that rem«h»hly f«.
the situation rests. The

Id. collected- in revenue.

been lost beenuse of the fare increase). And sopassengers have

C. continues to faithfully operate3. ^ the undertaking and provlcie the service that
local

It ace not really foel « eh-nila. nith (u-ntil recently) the^i

rates bearing the deficiency. The system is

electricity ta^j|i^

kept in remarkably good condition, but the

ol‘ aingio track traracara, iSH Union
telJivi-iion make it

of single track sections, tuo use

virtually nil two-nan operation* “

preponderance

insistence on

practically imposfcible for ar\y apprecxable jje ^ade in the financial

tliC motor oar ago anc*
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AcknowleflcccientB. Although a goofi deal of research has hoen carried out

to eriPhle this article to he written, much more remeina to he done. Peadors will liave

ticticed that fairly' detailed woilc has been executed from 1887 to the late 1890*s«,

vith only a general coverage fear the remaining years. Although this has tended to

cake the ei’tlcle uribElenced, it han heen included in order tliat these details may he

tisde readily availahlc to those Intereatcd, and so that anyone planing research -work

need not dutHcate tbs rrork already done. The ctory of -tiie Sindhuret and Paglehawk

Hectxic Trrmwty Cctapany limited Is one of hlgl- hopes that were doOi*d to tragedy

through prcvrillng circurcr-tnncee and the limited teclinlcal ’cnoaledge of the day.

This article wrs to have heen a sequel to Irief TTistor;- of the 'T’rnrrways of Bellcrat**,

It yack and K. S. ICiuga, which appeai'ed in r'ecer.hsr, 1967 nnd Jrnupry, 1963

Ifosues of tl'JLc journal, hut ’:r. V.ck’s untimely death last year has made joint

euthors!ilp imyoeslhle. TIowever, some of the infermatien used by the -writor lias been

heaed on infema-fion received from the late :vir. Jack’s files in past years. Others to

ly r.

i

L

assist In rartous -ways hove heen Mesere. W. Svans (retired Tramway r.uperintendent,

Bendigo), K. Watkins (retired Trarcwsy Superintendent, Bendigo;, B. W. tilller (Acting

faresairay Superintendent, Bendigo), T. Crrlfflths (former Senior Traffic Inspector,

Bendigo), H. ’lekepeace (’Vfpot Foreman, Bendigo), I>. Irvin (Depot Foremen, Ballarat),

the late A. V. l£ewhy (S. T. C. St5>erintendent of 'frionwaye)}' P. W. IXxckett, C5. H. G.

Pield, L. C. Pode, K. MoCerthy and. J. H. Price (of London), references perused were

●Thi Bsnfllgo Advcrtletr”, ’’●Phe Bendlgonlan”, **The Weekly Advertiser*, "CommoTiwealth

Victorian Year Books, 3. B. C. Annual Reports,jsigineer”, Gommoiweslth Year Books,

A. P- E. S. (Ylctorisrt Division) Bendigo Pall-way Centenary booklet, and the writers

files. Altliough many Interesting items have heen discovered during the resesroh to date.

It is certain that many others remain to be dlsoovered. It is to he hoped fnat the

forwgcdr^ srtiole will serve as an Interim record pending further i-esesrch into the

past and xwcordlng of events to cane.


