
A  HiBtory of wm liwilBBMW*

ws mmtSB OF b^oiiAbat bt •«*« oftHm lo

By W« B> And. K» S» KlngB '"-f

®WLb Booth BBCfea tho 7Sth> axmiversaxy of tho opening of horse ti iiMoijin la the

Victorian provincial dty of Ballarat. So coomfflnocate tfaeae 76 yaara of

horae and electric trammy ajperation, *• preaent this larief Motoxy of the aysteaw

She horao tram era ia dealt with thie month, and will he followed hy the electric era,

vdJloh is aatttrally divided into Coiq?aay and OonnlsBion aeotioncu So aa to keep this

article to a reasonahle length, certain deacriptiona have heen kept to a ^

readera are referred to the aeconpanying maps and photographs. The rolling atodk used

en hoth «» horse and electric tranwaya will he covered in detail in the hock "Destination

Kaglehaafc" ddoh ia in oourae of preparation, and will not he treated lifcewiae here.

Ballaret ia the third dtV of Victoria, heing agpproadmateay 74 Melhoume on
the main ireBt-hound railway line to Adelaide. ̂  population at present 1» apprMdnately

^ fooo people, BiOlGrat originally oa»ff3eia»A Eaat Ballarat and West Ballarat,^ch were

oreated Municipalities in la67 and 1B55 reapeotlvely. The fonaer received the atatus of
a Toen in 1872, while tho latter hecame a Oity in 1870. Thi» altuation prevailed until

toey amalgamated in 1921 to form Greater Ballarat. A third local govemmmt diatrlot ia

Involved in the history of the tramwaya, namely the Borcaxgh of Sehaatopol, whieh ia

aituatod a ahert dl atantt to the south woat flrom the centra of

la 1888, the Ballarat Weat City Council dedded to aak the State Government for an

order for the conatructiwa of tranaiays in ita area. Aa this was the first sueh appUcatioa,
■one time elapsed while it was iiweatlgated and used to lay doen the preeedsre for the
future. Approval was given in September, 1886. The Council then called taodera for the
constiuction and eperatisn of oertain tramways on atated oonditiona, hut leaving aone
items, aueh as mative peww, to the tenderora. ftm Oouaeil favoured a cable tramway hut
it was f<KMd to ho too coatlyt ond finally grantod tha oonceasioa to Mr. Edwipd Thmmem
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of lAelai^y to ccmtraet a system of horse trennrByB* I^^^OBtpax^jr tms floated in Melbourne

nith a nlneai capital of SS^OOO share* at £2 each, and 17,000 of these were o^ered te

the pablie* The routes to be constructed wore, brioflyj- (l) Sturt Street, from

Grenville Street,to the Gardens via Sturt Street West. (2) Blpon Street and Wendouree

Parade to Gardens* (5) Z^diard and MacArthur Streets* (4) Azmstrong anW Skipton Streets

to the oiiy boundaiy* (5) Diruminona Street South, from Sturt Street to Skipton Street,

■ImAi when deemed necessary* The first rail was laid on 18th* October, 1887, and six

miles of trade were subsequently laid in six weeks* The official opening took place on

21st* December, 1887, when six tramcars conveyed 300 gviests frm the city to the Gardens

fear the usual ceremony and banquet*

The CoB^any pxirchased five acres of lorid on the north side of trfce Wendouree and

built a depot and stables, 230 feet x 83 feet, of timber frame mod: with corrugated sheet

iron sides and roof, together with twenty cottages of four rooms each for drivers

stablemen* The trams were built to the Stevenson (American) pattern, being constructed
by Duncan end Praeer In Adelaide and assembled in the Depot* 9mm They were four lAeel,
double deeik, deuble ended vehloles, with six windows per side in tiie lower deck

ealoon, which wse fitted with longitudinal seating. Access to the tep de<dc was by spiral
staireeees from each end plstfoam, vdaere the knife-board seat broui^t the total eeated
capacity t© 44 passengara* Two later trams were built with eeven window aaloons,

having a ealoon length of about 14 feet as against 12 foet.

fhc ears migtiod. about 5^ tfl«ui» the cOlettr eeheme beU»g yellsw* An interesting item ie

that the ealoon doors were made by J. M* Jooee Sons, Westtroy, VU X*, D, 3, A., mA
carried a buildars plate to thia effect*

pobUc service ccadmenced on Mcndeyt seth. Deociiber, 1887, idicn three tna« were 4n
gcrviee and were well patronised. The service gradually became estsbliahed and settled
iOT. li>to * routln*. For tp»» vmM Vb» nwthtm



traolc in Sturt Street irhlla the Beutliern rails Twere used hy inbound tranm* tenidnua
•vas at the east end of Start Street* at Grenville Stsreet. The trams ran frcm 8.00 a. nw to

11. OC at intcrTals of 15 to 30 ndnates. Feres were 3d. for three miles, on a basis

not to exceed Id. per mile. It would appear timt the venture was not as financially

successful as the prcaaoters had hoped. The Ballarat West City Ccjincil ccuaplained in

December* 1888 that the Drunaaond Street South line had been ooE^leted for some months

bat that the service had not cotfoaencca* while in May* 1890* the Cca^any acaqnested the

Council to vary their agreement so that the Coaq?any»s expenditure would be decreased.

The Council refused* When the Druaaacod Street South service, oownenced it was run as a

shuttle between Sturt Street and Skipton Street with a single deek oar. The Company

entered into an agreement with the Borough of Sebastopol to extend the South Bsllarat

servico to Queen Street, Sebastopol* and this line was opened aw tc April* 1893.

BShfet Bellarat. ., v<j

The Town of East Ballarat waS also interested in having a tramway system, end on _

86th« JUne* 1888| their Council cooferrod with Mr. Ellson* of the ilectrioal engineering

firm of Booth, Ellson and Coapany* wlio waare then arranging to install battery opemted

trsBcars at Bendlgo. Thi^ inspected the routes, and Mr. Ellson said that he was most

impressed with the prospects and was sure that the gradieiits woxsld not prove difficult

for battery electrio trams. The Council was very pleased, but hietosy was to prove that

Ballarat East weuld have to wait another 17 years for its tranways. Although an agreement

ww signed by the Counoil and Booth, Ellson and Company, the Council was advlasd in

1891, that it was not legally binding, and decided to abandon it.

Battery Tram

A trial run was made with a ̂ Ulien system accewulator car on the Drwaeond Street

Sottth Use m Friday* 13th. October, 1888, and waa arrangad by Mr. S. T. Moore iUta had

fwrabaaad the rlghta for uatng it In Ballarat- The ear appaars to have been a standard

iwMe daele horaa tram wodlfiaa te carry tha elaetrleal e^pwent. It had bean aaaombled

-I



in MelboariMii yihBrtt a amonstratlon run had "been held atout a forfcni^t previoualy.

The t>ottai& panels of the body aidee nere removed nil ehlle the hattezy traye eeze

installed underneath the saloon seats* Ihere vere eight trays, each of four "boxeB, on

the oar, there "being three oeels per box, thus making a total of 96 eells en the trr-

Eadi cell was about 6" * e" x 10", and the total energy carried was sufficient to travel

between SO at^ 80 miles* The motor was placed underneath the body, between the wheels

and axles, end drove the latter through a fhedft and spur and chain gearing* It is

possible that the ndjsel "base was lengthened to accomodate the motor and gearing. The

car was run Into the city on Monday, ISttu, October, and was tested on steeper

than exist on the Drummond T'treot South line. It appears to have been successful, buet

nothing eventuated trm It on the Ballarat tramways. It is believed that this car was

tried in Adelaide a few weeks later.

Wendouree Depot usually presented a busy scone of tramway life, m A worfcahop had

been built behind the Depot, and the trams were maintained in good conditicaa. The horses

vore eared for by grooms, fcaa: of whcrn were stationed at Wendouree Depot* Each groom had

<^»srge of 12 horses, and each pair of horses had not more than two runs per day, except
at busy periods* All horses were spelled in turn, and roserves were constanfiy on hand.

Conductors wore \jniforma, but drivers did not always adhere strictly, particularly in

winter weather when warm, water-proof outer garments wore donnea. Crews usually worked

througlujut tlie day with 1| hours off for luiudi and mie hour for dinner, and one day off
per month. Peres ware initially collected by hand and tickets issued, but later bell

wglsterlng receivers were used# there being s slot for passengers to insert their ooins
4«*o the smau maehine. The tldcet system was subsequently reintroducod. The Saturdsy
(shopping) loading on the Sebastopol route was vejry heavy, and "top" oonduotora
were mood en the v?»por dwks and staircases, while an extra oar waa also ussd* The

Sebastopol (fona,rly South Ballarat) route eonmeneed from the Town Hall, in Arastiwig
Street, at sturt street* A SunOity aens^ ̂ wroh tram was run from Sebastopol, initially
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via DraEsaonfl. Street South to the Gathafiral and latox* via Aisaatrong Street, and was
^obplater 5<^J3«d "by a similar service from Gardena. The early Depot aiSt^South Ballarat

eervioes -was at Dauling Street, hut this iraa suhsequently moved to Sohastopol, The

former huiiaina -was demolished as recently as tiH|i last May - to make room for a petrol

stationl The Sehastopol Depot was destroyod hy fire Ml early on Sunday morning, lOth*

August, 1909, tdth the destruotion of three trams apd thirteen horses. Only tr/c- I'^oroes

vere saved*

The horae tram tracks in Skipton Street t^ere used for an urn^snal purpose <ai IMh 29th.
Septemher,

p^392* The heavy engineering firm. Phoenix Foundry, carried out trials of tljo

first of three steam tram motors which they were huildlng for the Eendigo trocwaya. Two
were

"large tramcars" were attached, and pasBengers^carried for Bome t\70 hours. The trijils

were successful, and the motor duly transported to BendigOr

A prive-te ccrapany oonstructed Ballarat's first electric power station in Dana Ctreot

In 1885, end etilarsad it during the 1020'ii. The Electric Eupply Cco^any of Victoria Ltd.

pui^hssed the franchise and laid the foundation stisie of the present Wendouree power

liouse en 2Srd. August, 1904. This conqMBj also purchased the horse trarwrajrc in isos

with the intention of converting tham to eleetrio traction. 1Mb was dxily carried out,

dealt with in the next seotlm of this history* The number of horse tramo on

the roster is la douht. Initially, 15 were hunt, end it had "been understood

uuUl recently that 20 {including the single deok ear) were on hand in 1905, including

^ few not in regular use. Recent reeearoh has shown that this flg»a?t nay not h» accurate,
hecause a nevrspaper report of August, 1902, states that there were 10 trams, while It

Is posaibls that approximctely SO eMsted. The fosemme rerxart eouia refer to oars actually

in use at ths time, vdille the latter figure is arriwed at so followsi- 12 were converted

to eleetrio trams for future use in »allaret| eight beoame txMlers to the oloctrio trams

In Bellarati five „ tOx were transferred to Bendigc (also opersted by the Bleotrio

Simply Co.) as electric trailerii three were destroyed in the Sehastopol Depot fire. The

Total la thus 28 or trams. Hcwtver, thssc figures havo projected us Into the next



Beeijlon of" tthis xiuxtd villl Tse susu'ti.ojuEid •ibou'b ^bosd poini^s Ia fiuQ coiurss*

All that can l>e said for tho aioraant is that rsseardh has not ©stahliifiaji^ ̂ he nuaihea? of

horse trasjs on the roster of the Ballsirat Traiasjay Caapany* « . ^-V i'ouv* ,-.T .5*'.
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The Electric Supply Company of Victoria Ltd., having succeesfully ecanplatod

negotiatloais with the City of Ballarat end Town of Ballarat Eost to inetall electric

in their areas, proceeded to put the -work in hand. The official opening took

place on ISth. August, 1905, with a ceremony at the nwv Feridouree power house. The

procession of trams convoyed official guests through the city and onto the >IoTint

Pleasant and Victoria Street routes. Open return to the city, the usual "sun^tuoua

repast" wss partaken at the City Eall. The situation regarding electric trackage at

tills period was (1) Victoria Street, to terminus. (2) Mount Pleasant routs, to

comer of Barkly and Main Streets only, with a horse tram shuttle to the terminus at

Gladstone Street for several weeks, pending completion of the overhead wiring.

Considerahle local pressure succeeded in having this line extended to the present

terminus at Cohden Street. (S) Sturt Street and the circuit WM around the Lake. A

horse drawn wagonette was used on the Sturt Street West section for a while pending

ccc^letion of this woric. (4) Druranond Street North and MacArthur Street.^^iydiara Street
North. The Adelaide firm of Duncan and Praaeri which had bijllt the horae trams, received

the contract for the electric tramcars. During 1905, they reTcuilt ei* horse trams and

six electric trams p^Jtrchaeed from Sydney tp into the atandard type of Ballarat electric

tramcar. The horse trams were placed on long steel underframes and their saloons had
A

cpen ends conetructed onto them, while the ejo-gydney oara had their end platforms

lengthened. The latter cars included Stytoey'a three original electric trams (Noa. 1 • 5)

and three "0" type ̂los. 14 - 10), The e»-horae traae

were rndKbered 1, 4, 0, 10 - 13, amtm Sydney's original ears became Noa. 3, 5 and 7

while the class wore aumbered 5, 8 and 9. The ears were painted red and oroaTi, with

iwnerals in gold leaf and lining in bright blue. "Ballarat Traatwaya* was nainted on

the rasieMP pinels flP«tt shout 1912, at which time the oar iSMbers appeared on the sides
and aprena# H* mef horaa trama ware ceenwrted in 1906 and were nuntbtrQa 15 • is. All



th»M tr«« «« ̂o:ammy 52 ft. lc„g, ,1,^ ly tm SO h.p. moto«.
Th. ei-hoTM trou autad 32 paMengars and tha a»^y<taay oara 38 passangers. Maasrs.
ounoan and Fraaar alao o<a»lat.d two aight banoh opan aaaro cara In 1906. Thay aaatad
40 P««„g.ra. waxa powarad ty two 55 lap. .u.tor.. and walghad about 9i tona aaoh.

Although tha alaetrio trwaa .«.,ad tha northa™, wastam and aaatam aaotlona
of Ballarat, aarvioa. to the aouth - Sabaatopol. trm th. Torn. Hall, and tha l)ru™>ond
Straat South ahuttla - war. atlll oparated by liorsa trama. Tha lattar aarvloa waa
oonvartad to alactrlc tr«i« in 1907, balng oparatad ftoa. tha olty tatwlnua. Tha horaa
trawa were withdraw, trm. skipton Straat and Aimtrong straat South during 1909. and.
whil« Skipton Street, between Darling and Rubicon Streets v ,

•^'^reets, was being converted to

electric trame, peaaengera were conveyed between th« oa.Tween the Drunanond Street South electric trama
and the Sebastopol horae trama by horse drawn aroge and w»«rr«-.4.4.

8  ana wagonettes. Thle section wee
oparatad by alactrlc tran. from 1911. Ungthy nagotlatlm. war. naoaaaary batwaon th.
0-®.n, and th. Borough of Sabaatopol bafora aeraamaut ,a. raaobad to rapl.a, th.

ramalnlng hora. tram, with alaetrio trama, wldoh avant took pl.o. on 14th. April. 1913,
thu. ««lng owar 26 yaara of hor« traetlon in Biaiarat. Thr«, n«r alaetrio tr»M,.
oallad "sabaatopol" car., ,«» oon.truct.d ty Buncan and Pr,w,r in 1913. Thay aam.
oloMd oroaa-aaat oara. How. 21 . gs.

lOi t-u., wm www 31 ft. long. Pi«d mating prortdad far 40 pa.„„g.r., .^th th.
th. o«tr. .lala. m .um.«ar. «at. wndd b, ln«rt.d aoro.. thi. .1.1,,

^  "P'Oity f 50 paaiwagara. and naoaaaitatlng thi
Motuwtw, u.ing th. footboard. Howwar, ,ft„ a wlm,. thi. p,w,ti,. c„„a, ̂
»r. »n a. 40 «.t,rw A. -antionad prawioualy, aight wchcra. t««. wwr, ratainwi „
traiwr. to th. ,l«tno tr«. in Ballarat. Thaw. oar. inoludad on. of th. «v«n
«loon tr«w, th. othwr of Which wa. «m,ng.t the ..nt to B.ndlgo. Trailer opal^ "
,ro«d .dww,twi.«u. in hoax, traffi. for -w,y y.ww. but finally

o«w war. .old, .«,pt on,, whloh oontlnuW. in unu«..l rola un«, i-
roie until about 1935,



xt waa used as a bicycle trailex-. The early morning crewe naturally aigned on at the

l>epot, but their afternoon relief men took over frcm tl'a city offiw. Uany of tlie

fonuer men cycled to the Tepot, and their machines were loaded into the trailer and towed

into the city behind a paaasnger tram near the end of their uliifts. The trailer later

returned to the repot beiiind another paasenger tram loaded vdth the bicyclea of the

aftemacai shift men, ready for when they finished work near mid-night. This aer^/ic#

wao taken over by a motor trudk*

Grenvlllo Street, at the eastern end of Sturt Street, was tlie city terrainua. A

large waiting room was constructed tlwre for paasengera, .•md indicator clocks advised

the depai-ture times of trams on the various routes. The waiting roan, which was cunetiuctea

on the roadway beyond the end of the central plantation, was removed in 1935 to ease

the movement of traffic. A polntsboy was employed to assist the rc-vercing of ti-ams

shunting here, and to rid© Lydiard Street North trams up the hill to climge the points

for tficm (and then re-set the switch for the straight track). Con^iany Introduced

on«-man operation in 1915, except on the bench cars. About this time. No. 10 was fitted

with a windshioia at one end, and it was oubeoquently decided that it was

successful and that all oars, except i^oa. 19 and 20, should be fitted with this protection

at both ends. The original destination signs were an iron |r pi.^te lutng over the apron.

In 1911, four sided revolving boxes wore fitted to the oanopieo, witli bulls eye gla»s

colours for night use. Coloured enamel rout© plates, carried on the front upper end of

the oars ee -well a® on the sides above the centre windowa, ̂ re^e used from 1913 to 3934,

devolving linen signs were introduced in 1931, being aocomodated in equariali

upright boxes fitted wi the end can<^?ie8. The safe-working on single track sections was

governed by hand staffs, without tickets. A water tram, built by the Brush Compai^, was
purehaeed in 1907. xt was atorad, out of use, at the bahk of the Depot, about 1918, aifi
was scrapped in 19a5»



Although the genex'al operatim of the tx-auia has heen regular and gensrally

uneventful over the years, some points are worthy of note. Shortly after the electric

trams opened, a phenomenal snow storm, in August, 1906, made it impoasihle to ooramence

running until noon. On the !I-uesday af ter Saster, 1917, when the Bux-eka Pagont was being

staged at the Kureka Stockade, on the occ;ao£.ion oi the Back to Ballarat celehrationa,

all 23 trams were in use. At one stage, 22 trams wore sent into the eastern mm. section

of Ballarat, and only one tram remained to serve the rest of the system! Buring the

1920»B, the tramways suffered from unrestricted competition from privately operated

motor Buses. About 1624, the Company actually purchased a small bus from a man idio was

running it in ccmpetition to the Mount Pleasant trams, and subsequently used it on this

mmmtrn route and the Victoria Street line in an effoi-t to couivfcer the CvTiipetition.
State Parliament eventually legislated to give power to local Gouncila to license

privately operated motor buses on specified routes under certain conditions, and t^iis

greatly eased the probloia* A number of ezperiuents were tried over the years at

through-routing, but Crenvllle Street remained tlxa city terminus for all lines. A nmr
timetable was introduced in 1924, and remained in force for many yeai's. Briefly, these
services were;- Gardens, via Hipon Street, and Gardens, via Convent (Sturt Street West),
alternate care, each 30 minutes during tixe morning, 20 minutes during the afternoon and
30 mlnutea at night. Sebastopol; 20, 24, 20, with an additional service to Hubiccn

Street in the afternoon to give a 12 minute headway. LyOiard Street North; 20, 12, 20,

BruMOQd Street North; 30 minutes throughout. Victoria street and Mount Ploaeant; each

20 mlnutea throughout. On Sundays, trams ran during the ef teraoon and evening only,

Sebestc^ol, Victoria Street, Mount Pleasant and lydiard Street North received 20 minute
servdces, and Drummond Street North a tram every 30 minutes. the Gardens routes

•re shown as at -regular intervals-, apparently to allow for valuations to the lake-side

headways due to differir.g weather conditions and various sportiiig functiuis, picnics, etc.
In leiG, State Parliament constituted a body to develop electrieity produotioa

U Vi«torie, using the huge deposits of brown coal In the eastern part of the Si&te.



T?h« state ''^lectrioltj normlssion of Yictorla, as the ■became !mcwm, also haa. the

tetfc fa unifylTJS existing sourees of electricity ktA its aistrl"bjtlon. This Imrolved

the piamt anfl equipment of the KLectirie Supply Cojjmany of Victoria Ltl, -who, as '•
prevlounly iBontiotiea, operaterl the Weni?.o»Jrfte cOTrer anl surrllea Balla-^at with
Its electricity. Initial T>ec;otiations hetween the Crsnoapy and tha Ccanmlsalon too!c place
in 192S, hut, ae the Company'b franchise did not expire until 1931, the rate of progroas

limitea. Although the Cccamission was an eloetrlolty raamfacturlng and supply 'body,
it intimated that, if necessaiy, it strvd-d include the trsimvays in lita purchase of the
Ccttpany, even though it did not consider itself a tramnay operator and, at the time, •
vras not vested vdth power to operate ■■ traarray;.. further negotiations took place,
including a conference "with the Ballarat City Council on 95th. October, 199S, end the
terms for the pu-«ohaBe of the Company (incl^xling the tramays) hy the CommlEsion rej-e
©ventur.lly agreed xxpoa, on 24th. June. 1929. and daily ratified hy^« Parliament w in,
iJeeeriber. 1990. The purchase data vas set as 1st. July, 1931. hut the date of expiry

Of the ftfanohlae ms altered to 30th, June, 1934. During this period, the CcBroiesion
TOO to ai^rvise the operations of the Ccrtipany, who vere to continue their normal
operation.. The Ccmiissicn also required to provide funds for any necessary capital
works, which were to he approved hy Parliament. Also, in December, 1999, Parliament
paased an Aot giving the S. F. C. power to iterate tramirnyB, and fStrtlier detailing
their protection from ompetltlve mmtm has operators. In due course, the aforementioned
progressively oame into holng. During 1939 and 1933, the a 8. a conducted s detailea
Investigation into the condition of the tranways (and also those at Benfligo and Ceelong,
which were included in the ahove arrangements). Bellarat's electric trawmys system was
nearly 30 years old, rnd required quite a deal of attention to track, overhead and
rolling etedk. The eosts and advantages of rehnhaitating the system, comi.ared. with
altematlv. isethods of transport, were prohed, and it was decided that the hest solution
would he to reeonstruct tlie system to a reasonahle standard, whidh would

assure



aacToixtc street transportation for tlie next 15 years. At tlaiu time, the route railease

1^700 15.11 there 1.3 niles of double trad:, and thr. single track Eiileage, including
loops, use 13,35 Kilos, Hclliiig Stock coa^rlsed th© 1905 to 1913 huiit, cars Hos. 1 to 23.
•Eie Cominieoion eotiiriated that approximately £100,000 would need to be spent on track
and oveihosd reoonstruction, and tint by effecting some re-routii-j of services and

oliixLnctlon of routes some three miles of track would be deleted. IVotracted negotiations
onoucd with the Eallsrat City Council on the latter point, and history has olreqdy
recorded tliat tlr; Corfniscion ̂ vas uijablo to gain their r-^quested alterations. Hie

required funds wore m^de available to the S. S. a - mainly by a loan fr-om tl.e National
f<5cov=3y Pund suid a Covcmment Grant - and work ccmmenced on the rehabilitation of
the tramwey system in October, 1034. The first sectioi to be dene
>ras tl« southern track in Gturt Htx-eet, fran Lycdaxd Street to Pleasant Ctreot. Wld.le
Bridge Street was being rslf^id, inen and equipment m were brought from BonSlgo to

speed completion of the ^ob, and. the trams serwlng tlie Victoria Sti-eet and lioOat

Pleasant routes were Isolated for several days. Kuch of the old end worn grooved rail
was replaced with 80 lb. -T'» rail with a grooved atrip bolted on, but the romelndcr
was reconditioned and remained in use. The ooociai «Av4r ^ipociax work WM repaired by welding where
possible, and only replaced by new unita vJ^n necossary. Considerable attontion was
also bestomjd upon the overhead, and riuch ne% trolley wire was i. str-^ng. On Setlv
August, 1G37, an oxtenaiou of 46. S chains was openod to MM the Cemstoty gates
on tiM! Tydiard Gtrcet North route, following local pres.vare. This was the only major
chniE. mM In tho aftor tl>n !i>te,.topol nl.otriflcation 1» 1915. nna wnn offioiaiy
opened by tramcer ho. S8 (see later).

Hnving a.alt trMinitlon p.ri.4 to Ccradoolon, ««
,tft«,u.nt «h,tUlt.tion of the trock «kl «,rba.Jl, „ Mv.rt to th, l.t. 1920'.
to follow .v.nt. r.utl«; t. to. wUlng .took, to, two opon .u»w ^



«... tr.^ in 1959, thl, ,„t .M tlw «« withdrawn
.l==ut Teb^ary. 19J9. Company aaolaea to aorap Noa. 10, 1,, xs, X9 .„a 90 lator In
tin, a«o year, and thay «r« roplaooa X^r pnrohaainB «va alnola truck trams from
Kolkc-uma. Tha -nam. trams «ra tyrlaal atoala t^mt o,»kln.tlo„ oars, harlu, W
cl.taea «J» on the M. i K. T. B. ayatam. Thay ban,™, BaXlarat Hoa. at to 38, and tholr
etas «r, latar altarad to tha local daalan to allo. ona-man operation. I, laax, fi„
wore cj^rs wer? Bcr#;ppei3 • Noa. 8 9 n T* m;) ia -PP Noa. 8, 9, 11, 13 •na U - a„a replaced by a further
hatch of five similar trams from Halhcumo. Thay mare numharad 29, 18, 19, 20 and 16
^cca tan. trams mara painted red and. oraam. Ilka tha older cars. Tha 8r.«, and oraam'oolour
-'.chame, nith cream rocVar nanela, was introduced on No. 27 in March, 19S5, while tha
Fieieent freen and cream colours nrpeared on No. 18 about tprll, 194P. The S. E. c. had
planned to o,arete the system with thee, ten -new" trema plu, tha ramaininn older ere,
»hd med, no proelelon for edditiennl -neW cere in their rehabiliteticm eetlmatea.
Horever, thoec plena ivere altered. Nob 2 a «w.a a' 2, 4 and 6 li-ere scrapped in 1938, No. /6 in 1953,

and Wo»» fi and 7 In 1C34. No. 23 waa convartad to » ca»av,«^»uvsiz9a to a carborundum senibbor and track
cleaning car in 1954 by removing the aeats and substitutimr a i

euD&titutlng a large water tank and
iltting the necacary hold.ra and levera to the truck frame, to leda. Nee. 1, a, 17
21 22 were ̂ thdrmm,, end removed the l.at of the old car. from the paea^ngl/'
roeter. Their replacementa were four more oars from Melboux-ne - •

uui-ne, wiucsi received Noa. 30 to
Bd, and four from 8.elong (wMoh orlglnatad toom Melbouma), anc: wMeu ware ,„^bar.d 11 t
14. «1 th.ee oars ware of the aam. tyi^, and arrived during 193a and 1936. A torther
oombination ear*, with atraisht sill and aemi-^oloaed anda, arrlvM from. Melbourne in
19.16. «« wa. numbared 22. It wa. later r.„rmb.r,d 29. «d tha iirat No. 29 r.™.ab.r.d
17. The roater tho, numb.r«l 19 tr.» and, a. Melboum. did not hav. mor. .ingi.
ix-dc oar. aurplua, the ̂  E. c. purohaaad thrw. tr«« fv„. Adalaid.. They ..r.
aingl. t^ O^^binatiou oara, but with a longar ..loon . fi„ ..
four in the .r-M.lb«™ car.. Thay .rriv.4 in toca^y. ip„, ̂

Eellarar* I



f fc. , By 1.9SG^ all ceX'Stf ojccop'fc !l03* 22# 26 anS. 29# had becii coaVwycad ioi" oiie*»ix<aii

t^ratton on the design vfMch istill prevails. Ballarat tliuy entered tiie vox period v/ith

fe flert of 22 qialtc good ti'euuj# of •wldclx only three were two-aian ctxrs. IThey carried

heevy loorling for several years, and survived the shcrtages of jaatorials and laaiiitcnauc®

remarkably well, rhe man-power shprfr-age necessitated tlxe saploysacnt oi CouduoinesseB

boteeen 13th» September, 194:2 end 0th. July, 1946, a mazdcaan of 23 being oxi the job at

one time. During the -vTLr, the traits were cne-mxjx operated before 11.00 a»EU r±nn after

e«00 p«n«., but, from Stlj. April, 1046, Conducturs v/Oi-e provided at all tiioeo. Sixe

timetable was 20 zainutoa on all liixeOj except View Poixxt, and had been jmb introduced

with the opening of the lytliox'd Street North extension in 1937, A cystem of through

zouting Tr'ftB also introditcaA, and G-reuville 3tit?et, gengrally spsakixig, was deleted as

a City termiruw, except for shox't-^vcrkina cxro. i'he new ai-rangsment was:- Victoria

Street to GwoUins, via Start Gti^eyt 7.eat; iviount Pleasant to Cardcns, via Drmraaond itx'oet

Horthj lydlard Street I\orth to inehastopol; lydiard Street Nca~th. to hubipga Stro«t (l&tar

Gray street); City to View Point; City (Main Street) to Sturt Street V<eat. Trolley whsol

operated oolour light signals wre insMliiBHsil introduced on the Bridge Street seotlon

in 1937, and than on th® Viebozla Street and Llount Pleasant routes. Tho Sebastqpol,

Xydiard Street North, end both Gardens routes wtne equipped in 1953, leaving the

View Point route only worked by ixand staff.

No* 2£ eollidsd witlx an Anqy truck in Druraeond Street South on SSfch. July, 19'i4,

and was badly daiaeged. Althougli preliwinsry work on repaira had boen Btarted, it was

decided to oorcp this caz* when the U» ih 1'. B. iHp offered traotioxi bogie

traiaonre for sale* Tiae first auoix car ai'tivecl on 19th. October, 1945, txnd ran ita trials

tliree days later* It tntersd servlot a wwek later, being the first double truck tram in

Bsllarat* It was numbered 22 •« tee fourth tram of this number in Ballarstd - being

renumbered 57 In 1951 (in order to oonselldat© bogle cars ftom number 34). It was fiorappcd

in 1966 follewing severe dawagb in an accident with a large saod-trRiler txxa^ A second

iMtgic car arrived a few daye later, ar^. was numbered 15, being remcrbercd 36 in 1S5S,



IvkO more "bogi* cars u'erc purcliaaed in 1^47, T>sing nvn-roered 54 and 55. Nos. 23 and SS

iell irAto Sifcuae, "but were not ocraiMsd ontll 1251 ajoS. 195C res],'ectl7Tely. Tbrse further

iGfeic tr£x.-5 ciTiveC. fra:. hslhc-urn© durir^ 1931j and T?ere numbered 3S to 4C. On 6th.

Ootoher, 1152, atanc cne-man optraticn v.aa ii-itrcduced wiring alack pcricda. togie- car

llo* S3 wae altered to t,.o*irdt aiich lainninjx, and v.?.a cat-shox^peS in kehroai'^ , 1252.

noreverj the ca^lojoes Union rules forbad, cnenaau operation of (isrge) bogie !;raif£|

and this car has rxevnr been rvm as a caxe-niaTi "vehicla# "Slien the S* E, C» closed its

traniwnp' syetera at G-eelong cnrly in 1256» throa bogie trams (originally ex Melbourne)

vere transferred to Bfl^.arat, and. eiitererl service as Nos. 41 to 43. Tliesc cars enablod

single ti-uckero Nos. 16 and 24 to be scriip|)ed in 12BC .arid 1957 resx-actively. Q-oitc a

qusuitiiy of spare pta'ts and, nietevials wre also r--ccived Gkelong# including jiWiO

good second horjil rs-il* Some of the latter t/sb used to re-rail the single treoJ: in Sridge

Street, earlj In febroeiy, 10D7» the cork being carried out efter midnigjit.

iXiring the late 1950'e the rolling stock consisted single truck trsms and

nine bogie cars. As Ballarat hed a sufficiency of the foiirp^r, and the S. E. C- 's other

cystcn at Eendigo was short of this type, it vas decided to transfer two single truck

cars from Ballarat. to Eendigo and replace them Tklth cm bogie car from Bendlgo. This

Biovement took, place early In October, 1860, when Nos. 19 end. 25 left Wenclctiree Eeoot

and Bendigo'c Bo. 1 arrived. Tlxe latter oar has had a remarkable history. It entered

service with the Hawthorn Traawieys Trust in April, 1916, probably as No. 15. it was

tj.ken over by the f/. & M. T. B. in 1919, and subsequently numbered IIS. It was naxt

sold to the S. r. C. and became Geelong No. 55 in January, 1940. i^hen this systam closed,

it was transferred to Bentligo in March, 1956, end numbered 1 - the only bogie trattcar

in Australia to carry this numeral* With its transfer to Ballarat, it has thus worked

over five systt^as under three owners. Xt carries Ballarat No. 37. The ear roster at

Ballarat is thus 15 single truck sxid 10 bogie trams, plus one track cleaning car.



The S. S. C*s» traif.c&re ha ve "been vulnsrehli; to hcirig otrudc V motcrists at

nig^t for many years now, pi'ohe.My S.v.9 to poor street lighting in the Provincif.l cities

ar»u the uiiC of ciucij. single ti'f.ok:* Foui* tail^'lightoj one ixi epch comer of ssch apron^

v.-oro fitted in 1962, and t^erated in conjunctiuu Tdth the hec/tli^ht at the ether ericL

of oh® car* Tvhito reflecjti. »e tape vfps frttei,3.ii li 5C, to the aprons anfi husa^isrs, as an

ndditic'isl means cf iaentification. However, tc happen at Intervals,

BO It WQB aecia»d to add to the trains' ''aefencea''|^f5rcanopy wee fitted at the too of
oaeh ̂ ron, (Irilled with six holes, and fitted wltla four vhite and two red light cIoTjos.

fliia canopy, the hunger and tlie faccia strip ahout the destinrtion hox •^-rere pairtnt

with stripes. The four white glohes cast a ver;/ good illionin;. tlcn dorrn onto the (>rron

and shine straight out through the holes, thus heavily reinforcing the headlisht. The

rear of the trmu slioivs the two red lights from the canopy (thuo oonpletlng the circuit

with the frcirt fous- liglits) as well as the two ahovementloned apron tnll~lights, A8& All

ears were tnus fitted in 19GX^ and, at last, the accident rate has dropped to almost nil!

Several}minor aiaendnenta have "been madr. to toe trach layout over the j-ecrc. Ml

the original loops have hosn z^located and some adtHtional ones Installed, while r>

parlclng loop waa Instslled on the southern track at the eastern end. of Cturt street,
probably during the reconstruction period in the ndddle 1950's, loop on the View

point line, near ths Pover House, wna broifcon In 1955 and a awltch used »t the head of

tho saw outside road at the Depot, vddoh was completed in I.farcl^,1984. road la

called !»0i 0 road* The parking loop at the nardvcna (a sb.^rt distance south of the

(Jnrdens paaaing loop), had its points removed In 1980. Its switches were nom-lly aot
fear the straight road, and were not sprung as la the case of passing loc^s.

S'::-



/ief History of

Tliii Thiua^AxS ut BALLARAX

(Uontinued)

By W, iL Jack and R. B. Rings.

mm Last laonth wa ii^kad tiiS 7i>tL, armivarsi,!^ of the opeiiins of aorse traiuways

in Ballarat with the first portion of this article, which dealt with the horse traction

era, «e continue now into the period of electrification and operation ly the Bleotrio

Si^ly Canpaiy oi Victoria Ltd., and then the purohaaa and operation, to the present
time, \iy the State Bleotricity Coaaaission of \iiotoria.



aerve tbsir City for a long while yet.

The foregoing article has "been hasea on records end data in the collection of Mr.

V. E, Ja<^, Bv^leraented "by material frcm Mr* K. S. Kings* files* References used

include the S. K. C. Annual Reports, Ballarat "Courier'', Ballaxat "Star", Ballarat

City Council Annual Reports, "Destination City" and "Destination Eaglehaek" (which is

still in course of preparation hy Messrs* IX J. Richardson and K. S. Kings). The authors

wish to record their thanks to Messrs. C» R. G. Field and K, McCarthy tor their

assistance, and to past and present S. E. C. Tramway employeest Meaers. D. Irvin, L. J.

Donmeed, W, J. Lyona, and the late A. V. Mawlv and late * Hodgson.
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2ntd., Febrxiax^/» 1^52, cast a dark shadow otror Ballarat, aa the 2» S. G.

atmounned that it would petition State Parliament to close its traatwaya at Ballarat and

Bsndigo. Local reaction waa adverae* and oppoaition steadily grevi and hcoaiu© organiaed.

Protest meetings and deputationa have been organised Iwt, to date, the Government hnf*

not committed iBMBIi itself either way, and the »♦ IL G, has not tabled its ioa^Tual

auMllcftion in Pai'liament# Ihs surface picture is calm, and political obeervei's feel

that no action will be taken before flHi May, 1964 -> vdion the next ft State elections

are duo to be heldJ

Meazwhile, the tr&ms continue to run and serve the people of Ballarat. Llaintenanoe

of rolling stock and track oontinuesi trams are still being overhauled and painted| and

visitors ifiarvel et the system ae a whole. Indeed, some recent travellers from abroard

have found it difficult to believe tlxe remarkably high standard of appearance of all trams
in the fleet, and their praise for the Depot staff has besn considerable. The trarorays of
Vllarat are ssvsnty five ysars old, and it Is to ha hoped that they will be spared to



' y

rief History of

llli, UiJ- JSALLARAT

(Continued)

By ff. ti. Jack and iu d. ilinga.

Mta Last saoath we j&arked tiie 7dtli* anxiivera&iiy of tisa opening of norse tramways

in ballarat with tiie first portion of this article, whioh dealt witn the hcai'se traction

ei-a. We continue now into the period of electrification end operation by the filectrio

Svqpply Ct*Bpai\y oi Victoria Ltd., and tnen the purchase and operation, up to the present

time, lay the Btste Bleotricity Commission of Victoria*


