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Address all correspondence to:

BOX 2012, G.P.O.

ADELAIDE

January 1995 SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 5001

Mr Alan Bradley
11 Shafton Street

HUNTINGDALE VIC 3166

Dear Alan,

Thank you for your letter of 17 December 1994. I quite enjoyed the recent visit to Ballarat and to see
you fleetingly before we went on to Haddon, following which I then had to drive to Mildura that
evening.

With regard to your query about the nature of the two horse trams sold for use at Sebastopol following
the depot fire in October 1909,1 am not aware of any specific evidence that identifies the type of tram
which was sold.

The quotation from the Ballarat Courier of 11 November 1909 describing one of the trams as a
"summer car" could possibly be a description of one of the open Belgian cars, as it is likely that since
these were non-standard, they would probably have been disposed of at an early stage. It is worth
noting that in October 1909, relatively few of the horse tram lines in Adelaide had been electrified, and
there would still have been a demand for a substantial number of trams. It is not clear to me what is
meant by the seats being "not parallel but back-to-back", as this description could apply to the upper-
deck of a conventional Stephenson car. Alternatively, the purchase may have consisted of one of the
double-deck cars with transverse seats on the upper-deck rather than the conventional "knifeboard". 1
enclose several drawings of alternative types of cars, from Lionel Kingsborough's deposit in the
Mortlock Library of South Australia.

I am not aware of any press references to disposal of these cars, though the AETM does not have
access to the MTT newspaper cuttings book covering the particular period. A possible source of
information would be the minutes of the MTT Board, which were recently lodged in the public record
office. However, 1 am not sure that these are yet catalogued, and there is no guarantee that a
transaction of this nature would necessarily be referred to in the Board minutes.

Certainly it is unlikely that the ^vo Belgian saloon cars went to Ballarat as we have part of the
bodywork and one of the seats from these.

With regard to the sketch of the "Ballarat electric car trailers" by CH Cosgrove, this shows a
conventional Stephenson axle box and must be of a saloon car since the truss rod shown at A would
not be present on the skeleton.

I'm sorry I haven't got more information for you.

Yours sincerely^

John C Radcliffe

PAST PRESIDENT
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