
r

7/7
- V

BEKDIGO TRAl-uVAYS

EARLY HISTORY

As early as I887, proposals were made to the Sandhurst

(now Bendigo) City Council for the operation of tramways in their

areas, whether by horse, steam, cable or electric power. The

Sandhurst and Eaglehaivk Electric Tramway Company Limited which

obtained the franchise, favoured the use of overhead electric

v;ires, but the Councils v;ere opposed and insisted on battery trams.

Local contractors built tiie depot and plant room, and laid tracks

very promptly indeed, but considerable delay was experienced in

obtaining trams and equip.ment, so that the service did not commence

until 1890. Trouble v/as e:cperienced from the outset, and it was

reported that only two of the eight tinams v/ere tested before leaving

the United Kingdom, and then only on a level track. The batteries

were supposed to run the trams for miles on each charge, but

usually lasted only for one return trip - about 8p miles.

Failures in service v;ere frequent and operations ceased

after about fourteen weeks, amid recriminations and lanientationc5

by directors

buildings and equipment vrere later sold to a new concern

Bendigo Tramway Company Limited, at a bargain price

original company went into liquidationo

shareholders engineers and councill u’s,')' 5
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steam trams with limited financial success, and moves v/ere made in

Furtrier moves in 1399,1896 to sell the Company,

purchase by the Electric fapply Company of Victoria Limited, vjhich

proceeded to convert the Eaglehawk route for electric trarr

Id-th April,

Square and Lake Weeroona.

Bendigo Electric Company and expanded its operations until tal:en

over by the State Electricity Commission on 1st July

resulted in its

(oT'cne

1903) and to build routes to <)uai'r.

The Company also purchased tlie infant

Kill, Golden

1931. The

d

Company continued to operate the tramways under State Electricity

Commission supervision until 30th June, 193^, when the franchise

The State Electricity continued the policy of rehabilitatingexp ire do

the system which it has operated and maititained in good c-uidltion

The Lake Weeroona liue was extended to Northuntil the present day.
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Bendig.0 on 23rd November, 19^2, and route mileage now stands at

8.6^ of which 2,43 miles is double track {^1 4« 8-^-^’ gauge).

Service is maintained by 21 trams, including 10 double bogeys and

there is one scrubber tram.
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STATISTICAL PTATBIISKT - 19^5-1969

?

BENDIGOYear
Ended
30tb June

Income Expenditure Loss Passengers
79 ).

42,6?!+
46,920
47,718
69,304
74,978
72,918

74,774
73,526
82,170
97,334
95,880

93,142
103,543
127,300
145,396
166,606

176,1-04
204,710
225,456
218 044
217,882

224,880
260,882
210,542
217,796
232,174

250,644
257,930
255,622
282,126
313,124

A‘33
^5^ S' ? 3
^3c no 7

^17

41,232
42 496
4l 640
36 904
35,900
35,346

38,106
43 384
55,852
62 634
64’, 532

64,766
62,102
62 860
64’534
78,412

80,926
86 608
85,578
83,910
81,246

85,028
85,218
82,712
78,118
78,254

81,024
77,156
82,430
93,578
86,412

95,816
107,957
lOZ, iqs

l,4if2
4 424
6,078
32,400
39,078
37,572

36,668
30,142
26,313
34,700
31 348

1935
1936
1937
1938 (a)
1939
1940

194-1 (b)
1942
1943 "
1944 »
1945 "

1946 »

2,256,948
2,^46,^104
2,328,^.92
2,116,461
2,164,962
2,155,307

2,276,484
2,662,058
3,556,718
4,014,650
4-,064 403
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28,376
41,138
64 440

80,862
88

4,000,533
3,735,970
3,769^695
3,859,089
3,352,2^.

3,239,200
2,845 623
2,830,391
2,780,995
2,710,255

2,522,133
2,382,315
2,327,945
2,296,383
2,336,607

2,282,802
2,256,675
2,091,773
1,832,272
1,729,402

1,605,839
1,415,314-
I j io</,
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S'i/ , 114

Ci'l

A'I'i

194 tt

191-8 (c)
1949
1950 (d)

1951
1952 (e)
1953
1954
1955

,194

95,4-78
118,102
139,878
134,1.34
136,636

139,852
175,664
127,890
139,678
153,920

169,620
180,774-
173,192
188,548
226,712-

AAi ACL

397

Ji99 4c i

i<7i
iC/0 9 7b

1956 (f)
-j'/i

iS7 4 i<,
iS4
SSL 771

1957
1958
1959
I960

1961 3 5i C ? u

}S4 I S 7

ifl L^Ou

JSl

i4l Ssl

1962
1963 (g)
1964
1965 (

331,886
350,340

236,070
242,383

347 /o'

Jio ^<7 9

■Us ‘/.S 9

1966 (h)
1967 (i)

1969 (j)
1968 jj

REFERENCES; (a) Capital Charges on Reconstruction Funds,
(b) World War II - Petrol Restrictions - Military Camps,

Staff and Service Increase - Restricted Maintenance
Canital Charges increased and reduced in 1946.

(c) 40 Hours* Week,
(d) First Fare Revision,
(e) Second Fare Revision,
(f) Third Fare Revision,

v/ritten out.

(g) Fourth Fare Revision - 1st March, 1963^ increase of
60^ - introduction of city sections v/ibh concession
fares from 1st August, 1963»

(h) Fifth Fare Revision - 1st October, 1965, increase
of 23/^.

(i) Sixth Fare Revision - 1st September, 1966, increase of
27;^.

(3) Seventh Fare Revision - 26th January, 1969
23-^5.

Capital investment finally

increase
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