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Begonia Festival: The busiest time of the year is with us once more. The
Begonia Festlval runs from Saturday-3rd Mareh-to-Menday-12th March-and-the -
trams will operate on each weekend. Saturday 3rd saw.light: loadings due to
the inclement weather and the basic Saturday service sufficed, but Sunday
4th was a different story. No.28 and 40 ran for most of the day with heavy
loadings and the road traffic was very intense. No.33 was run out during
the afternoon and 28 was run in to provide some variety for Channel:7 who
were doing some filming. ~ =~ -~ - o SR T
"'The' long weekend should be a busy .one and all our efforts are geared

up for it. -

Mew Members: The socilety extends a warm welcome to the following new Members:

Number Name . Location
i B07 -0 - & WeSeott . Beaumaris
“ ST 508 - - “LsRodriguez .. . _“Richmond ‘ _
' Resumed Mémﬁérsi Thé;éociétyqutendS‘é Welcomefﬁack tqithe.following:Members:
| Numbe r Name ' - | ' i
461 ~ W.Harding :
i 389 S.McCandlish . .
B 434 M., Blake . - S
. o142 0 R.Henderson. : _ .

Australia Day Pageant: The Transport Cavalcade held on the Australia Day
Holiday, Monday 29th January .was very successful and No,l4 ran well on

MMTB metals in Tatrobe Street, Melbourne conveying the holiday crowds,:

The :tram ran a service from llam to 5pm along with MMTB trams X2 676,

V 214, TMSV Birney tram 217 and Bendigo Trust tram 17. The society tram

was also driven from-and to Preston Workshops by our own volunteers.

The society wishes to thank, very sincerely, the Melbourne and Metropollitan
Jamways Board and in particular Mr.John Sholtz and his staff at Preston

Workshops for their valued assistance and co-operation. It 1s from
excellent working arrangements such as these that the society-can enhance
1ts reputation with our transport. departments and Government representatives,

Depot- Works: The depot construction has moved very slowly of late., A few
more steel uprights need to be erected before the cladding can be affixed.
We have been dissapointed with progress but the President, Frank Hanrahan
and Construction Engineer, Len Doull have had discussions-with the-- .
building contractor and from these we are hopeful the situation will improve.

It 'was intended to place No.l4 on a-temporary track in the new shed on
its arrival back from Melbourne but as it was not finished to lock up stage
the tram had to be sent to our storage shed at Sebastopol. Therefore our
savings gain in moving No.33 from Sebastopol to the depot to fill the gap
left by 14's departure has been lost and we are back to moving 4 trams
from Sebastopol on 'moving day!'. ’ o ;

Sleepers: We have recelved a consignment of standard gauge&sie&pe@s~from-the
Australian National Railways. They arrived by truck from 'near-the long .
straight! north of Eucla. After spending some years in the desert sun they
are in reasoriable condition and certainly don't suffer from water rot. -
They are being sorted. into 3 categories and will be used on.track '~
construction in the new ‘depot bullding and track fan. The unserviéeable
ones will be sold to plant nurseries. - ’ o T

All thanks to David MacArtney for his alertness in spotting the
original truckload of sleepers in Sturt. Street and conducting initilal
negotiations with the driver. :

Con't over/
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!This Week Has Seven Days': A true statement but also the name of the

. afternoon program on Saturdays on Channel ¥ Melbourne., The station
contacted us enquiring if they could film a 5 minute segment and we
were very pleased to respond. The filming was conducted on Sunday 4th
March and the segment should be shown within the next three weeks.
If your keen to find out the exact date telephone the depot (053 34 1580)
each Saturday and we should have late advice from Chammel 7,
Actually we think we may even have the wrong programme mentioned so it
would be worth watching 'Camera 7' over this period tool

Roof Advertisements: We are pleased to announce a further two sponsors of
Toof advertising, The Australian Paper Mills have a new advertsing sign
ori No .27 ‘and: Bdllardat’ Florette: have sponsored their former S.E C. era.
fadVertlaement ‘on NGw3Fa 7 AR EE m;urti?
ﬂwe thank'both theseASponsors for their support. R T T T e e

-iChristmas Running' The trams ran- every day from Tuesday 26th December to
Sunday 4th February and--we wish to thank all the scclety Members who
helped ‘over this period: Traffic 'figures are as.- followss=.: .. N
December 1978 -~ 2093 passengers (down 93 on last year) :
o Fanuary - 11979 -= “3576 ipadsengers -(down 1741 ‘on last -year. mainly due
to very hot weather and tourist
traffic being generally dOWn)
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No.33 1s rurming well. S Ik
No.28 has had,its“numbers placed ‘on’ it and 1is running well.
No.40 has had th'é new axle brasses bedded in and runs well,

o 'NosR7-has a -flault in -its motor support bearing. which rests on the axle.
It has been withdrawn from traffic until the “fault s -fully: e
investigated. segfen b
The traction motor for No.38 is still ‘at the electrical contractors
where it is being worked on. ,

Wedding trams: As a result of a’ suggestion by David MacArtney the society
is hopeful .of. gaining extra business by providing trams for wedding
parties either to- or from the Ldke: Lodge ‘Restaurant _or’ just. fér. B
photographic purpgses’ A 'press rin' was conducted- recently with a’very
happy newly wed couple and the ‘resultant photographs will ‘be taken to-
the varlious photographers” in’ Ballarat in the hope they may suggest thisiy
service to their clients.,_ ‘ ;
sy Thé. society has purchased ‘an amount of bunting which is easily
"vaffiXed to the tram for the occasion. o : P

'B'__;ass badgeS° The ° Sales Departmernt has produced enamalled Victorian

NﬁjRailways B class diesel electric locomotive lapel Badgese” These 100k
very good ‘and”arve of thHe same standard as ‘the 127! badges, =

They cost. $2 each. and orders should be forwarded to the Sales Departmnnt
’at the society address. Allow aoc for postage.d»“* e DD

Press. advertising-'The society recently ‘rén-an’ advértisement in the
wm'Sunday Press' which had a snecial feature on the Begonia Festival.

A,Cgarters. There _are two chartars planned‘during*ﬁpriirandnﬁay~»Mount~~«~ -
"Scopus, school will be" chartering a tram on bothi4th April and 2nd. May.: -
Victour hdg.chartered a' tram on Sunday 1lth: Mareh which.-ls. right in .
the Begon a Festival time and this w111 add even more interest to the

very busy tramway.

ey Wire!: Members are reminded that the official society journal
1Tpolley’ jire' Published in” Sydney by: 'S.P.ER. -1t 18 the official.
syournal of ¥ rtually all-Australien’ TranSport Musetms and:éontains -
interesting historical articles! as Well as news on current museum
activities, R
A—Subscriptions to” this” bidmonthly journal are” $6 OO and should be I
forwarded to “the Treasurer at’the” society address._~?iﬂ\ L

i ekt 1 Fares Please! issusd A'P,.i"i 1



