Second life planned’
for Cossack line

PLANS are well un-

derwn{lto re-estab-
lish istoric rail
way line that !or mnny

ears O
e emmck "aue
Roebourne

Angu ::e 1:-:!81 enzl
mi v way

neers and discu

for a lease of the
. Permanent Way are at
the advanced stage
with the Department
of Lands and Surveys.

The venture is to be
undertaken by the Cos-
sack Project Com-
mittee which will be
guided by officers of
Hamersley Iron
ways.

When it is completed,
the railway will run a
steam locomotive and
carriages. There are
two suitable engines
and four railway car-
riages available the
immediate area,

The Pilbara Railways
Historical Society has
a very strong, keen
membership in the Pil-

bara and there is no
doubt that will
show interest the
project.

The railway will oper-
ate as a tourist attrae
tion, and is certain to
attract crowds to the
Roebourne Shire dur-
ing the season. It will
| provide a source of in-
‘come to help further

By KATHY VAN RAAK

those parts of the
route which pass
through Cossack and
Roebourne. Plans need
to be drawn up for
Im es and culverts,
t is hoped to start
on the earthworks in
the near future,
The expected comple-
tion of Cossack-
Roebourne th:mw? b?le.
pends on availabili-
of reject rail and
sleepers from
defunct and operating
railways in the region.
However at this su‘ﬁ:
is safe to say that
s e o B R
mig program
for sometime in 1980.
When it was first
suggested that a tram-
way constructed
connecting Cossack
with R urne,

busy

port and served as sole

entry and exit point

for supplies to the en-
tire area.

It had operated as the

facilit
througgo a boom timg
o 4
years ers to
the pear fleet. This
was in eighteen
years after the first

settlers came to the
area.
Travel between the

bustling port of Cos-
sack and Roebourne at

tlats and during some

.. was

area and rly
i g
present a vers

tides the road was cov-
ered with two feet of
water.

£150
was appro rhted for a
wny

u‘“"‘Lom t

m Bill to authorise
the construction of the
tramway was
on July 2, A
tenders were called
the Cossack-Roebourne
tramway and the Post
and Telegraph Station
and the way Sta-
tion in the Government
Gazette on December
8, 1885. The contract
was awarded to Mr W.
Watkins at a price of
£11,639.

When com the
Cossack - bourne
Tramway covered
distance of 8 miles and
16 chains, and came
into operation on June
21, 1997, though not of-
hdnll until
some tl;tn‘ei daatler.

The open
- “red letter d‘ylng

emony to toast the line
in champagne

ELECTRIC

BUSES

STUDIED

By GEOFF STRONG

!

The Melbourne Tramways Board may introduce
electric trolley buses to counter fuel price increases.

In its latest report to Parliament the board said diesel
fuel prices were expected to rise 57 per cent in the next
year but electricity costs only 18 per cent.

The report also showed an ann-
ual loss of $356 million, up $6.2
million on the previous vear.

The board said that in view of

present fuel costs the wisdom of
i became more

trams

The

. The Tramways Board said the
cost of trolley buses. which run
on overhead wires similar to
trams, and their energy efficiency
and environmental attractiveness
was being studied.

opposition

transport

i 361.131.

Trams

record $35 m.

THE Melbourne and

ways Board had a record operating loss of
more than $35 million for 1978-79, ac-
cording to its latest annual report.

Its deficit was cut to
$2,886,712 after the Stale
Government

loss was $31.5 million.

The report, which was
presentcd to FParliament
yesterday, says that “de-
spite the el’fects of indus~
trial action” palromuc
increased slightly during
the year.

The number of passen-
gers  carried on trams
dropped by 226,000 to
little more t
101,000,000, while patiron-

i age of tramways’ buses
| rose by more than 500,000
| to almost 20,000,000

{ " The total result was a
| passenger

The report says this in-

erease was achieved de-

contributed
more than $32 million.:" Bp
Last year the o erating

inercase of

lose a

Metropolitan Tram-

By GARY WALSH

R mpmw
?ﬁg, erm twand
“Day 1y tiekets., . . |

s tramgp ot t
spokesman Mv Crabb said
teuhy that waste 3

an ent, in e
board ha reached “scan-
dal proportions,”

He said be loss was-

the result ' 'gf’ gross mi‘s'cf
anagent.

Mr CraBb, sald. 10 mll-

“ion of th Iosa related. to
the s hus . opera-

Lip ns.

He ‘sl .1
showe B¢ posrd *spent
more thah*$t3, main-

aining pycl ot s 218

. yeport

Penny

Royail

fram gefs
the go-ahead

Launceston’s controversial Penny Royal
tramway has been given the officlal blessing
of the Department of Maln Roads.

The Minister for Main Roads, Mr Field, inter-
vened in the issue last week and yesterday
gave his official approval.

Mr Field said the tramway
could go ahead as soon as en-
gineeﬂng details were dis-

And " the department has
;lroppedahcl::dm(lm tl;ata
wo-metre one fence
be erected on the 4

A condition of ap is
that the land be suitably land-

scaped.
But Mr Field said this was
a formality.

‘“The department and I ap-
preciate that all Mr
Smith’s developments at the
Penny Royal complex have
been attractlvely land-
scaped,”

“His latest project will add

to the excellent attractions
already provided.

“The tramway will be an
asset to the city and to Tas-
manla's important tourist in-
dustry.”

nagi
the Penny Royal group and
developer of the Gorge Quar-
ry &unpowder mill, Mr
said last

week that
what he called bureaucra ;
hunclineg he the DNMEB had

the tram link between the
gunpowder mill site and the
Penny Royal complex.
About $50,000 had been
t restoring the old tram
. 16 to run on the tourist
route.

The issue was taken up by
Mr Bushby, MHA
(Lib.,Bass), who said that Mr
Smith had the support of the
people of Launcesion in the

devel t.

Mr also accused Mr
Field of indecision and
bureaucratic bungling on the

issue.

Concern over

Mr Field said yesterday
that Mr Smith had varied the
tramway route in accordance
with the department 8 re-

It would not be nece
to relocate the access
ary or build a cyclone fence,

as had been
'l‘lle t had also

hoaan Aannnarnad at tha maeot



The old No. 1 electric

tram, which has not
been used since 1915,
arrived in Kalgoorlie
by low-loader to be re-
stored by students of
the technical college.

When completed, the
tram will be returned
to Leonora to go on
display as a tourist at-
traction.

The deputy principal
of the coliege, Mr V.
Gray, said he expected
most departments of
the college would be
involved in the project
at some stage,

In the early stages
some admission studies
groups would be in-
volved particularly
pre-apprentices.,

. However, there were
jobs to be done in the

restoration that would

involve most trades.

The tram was first
put into commission in
1508 to replace the
steam tramway, but
was only used for sev-
en years until the
municipal power house
was destroyed by fire
and the electrical tram
service was suspended.

The tramm then re.
mained at Leonora, un-
: used, and virtually in-
tact, until 1958 when
its four-wheel bogey
was cut up for scrap
and the y was
bought by Mr Gordon
Lea for use a8 an

extra

Since then, the tram
has' been in Mr Lea-
ney's yard ' at. ELeo-
nora. He recently don-
ated it to the Leonora
Tourist Committee,

" TRAM
BLOW

State Government
failure to fund the
East Preston tram ex-
tension was a bilter
blow to the northern
suburbs, the Member

for Bundoora, Mr
John Cain, said last
week.

Hopes to start work
on the extension be-
tore the end of 1979
had been dashed, Mr
Cain said.
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! BENDIGO’s talking tourist

trams

are again playing a role in our Christ-

mas festivities.

Ae most kids know there are many

s

because just prior

of “Santa’s helpers” around the world,

to Christmas there

are so many children to see that Sania
Claus can’t see them ail.
So each year these helpers talk to

the kids abou? thzir Christmas wants.
Bendigo’s “Santa” is due to arrive
today (Horrors, did we hear from the
parents? Is Christmas that close?).
From today, “Santa’s tram” will
run in Bendiga each Friday evening at
4.45 pm and Saturday morning at 8.45
am, arriving at 5 pm and 9 am respec-
tively at the Myer store in Pall Mall.
Each tram will carry Santa and
40 children, and when il reaches the
store, they will accompany Santa to
his “castie” on the second fioor.
This year, a procession will accom-
pany the tram on ils first journey . . .

at 845 am today.

As it’s the iInlernational Year o
the Child, the procession will be led by
marching giris carrying international

flags, and a brass

band.

The procession will join the iram
at the corner of Pall Mall and Mundy
St, and proceed “down the Mall”

On arrival, Senta will be officially
welcomed by the Mayor of Bendigo, Cr
R. Campbell, and free gas-filled balloons
and sweets will be given to the children

in the crowd.
Yes . iL's
again?! ., .
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Gala planned for

trams’

The State Teansport Authority is arranging
o huge celebration for the golden jubilee of

Glenelg trams.

The plan involves a
giant earnival at Gicnelg
on December 16.

The main attraction!
will be rides in hisu.ri-;
cal trams and exhibitions,
of model trams anc!
trains.

It will tie in with a
procession along Jeity |
Rd of horse-drawn |
vehicles, veteran and vin- !
tage cars, bands and his- .
torical buses.

Interest

!

Celebrations will comn-

memorate the fiftieth an-

niversary of the first

tram to use the Glenelg
line,

Marketing superinten-!

that time of year

jubilee

-

By Ben Hickey

i
|

“We are planning a
pholography competition
with about 70 prizes for
children,” Mr  Drennan
said,

History

“And we hope that!
scthoals will be able to
charter some of the old
trams  before they go
back to museums.”

Ovrganisers will prepare |
a pictorial history of the '
tramway for a booklet.

A surf Jife-saving car-
nival and a regatta on
Glenelg beach will com-

LEONORA TRAM -~  Tramway
TO BE RESTORED

The people of Leonora and students of the Easiern Goldtields
Technical College will benefit from & project {o restore 2 tram that
used to run between Leonora and Gwalia early this century.

attracts
12,000
patrons

. The Van Diemen
Light Railway Society
carried more than
12,000 passengers
during the year, the
president (Mr E. G.
Stewart) says in his
annual report to be
tabled at Devonport
tonight.

The figure includes
adult passengers and
children.

“During the year the ban
Kiver Tramwiay has been a
populir destination for young
and old and we have had
many visitors from  inter
state and overseas,”” he says,

“We have been able to con:
tinue paying our way and not
be encumbent on any
organisation in the form of
finuncial restraint.”

This is due to action taken
by the society during the year

when it entered inlo a
“tender™ agreement with the
Australian National
Railways Commission, he
Savs.
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CARNEGIE TRAMS
(Question No. 1172)
Dr VAUGHAN (Glenhuntly) asked
the Minister of Transport:

When model Z3 or another model in the
Z series of trams will be operating regularly on
the Camegie route?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister of Trans-
port)—The answer is:

1 have been advised that the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Tramways Board has no imme-
diate proposal to operate Z class trams on
the Camegie route.

SYDNEY ROAD TRAMS
(Question No. 1185)
Mr GAVIN (Coburg) asked the Min-
ister of Transport:

When the new “Z3” trams will operate
regularly on the North Coburg-Sydney Road
tram route?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister of Trans-
port)—The answer is:
It is expected that “Z” class trams will be

operating on the North Coburg tram route-
within the next few months.

,+. - Transport grants
THE Federal Govern-
ment has granted $12 mil-

lion in 1979/80 to Victoria
under the States Grants,

$8,533,000 will go towards
acquisition of suburban
electric trains by the Vic-
torian Government and

(Urban Public Transport),
Act 1978, the Federal

$3,467,000 towards the ac-
quisition of trams.”

Mr Falconer said that
payments to the States w'ill
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