- ielbourne 1n front seat
as trams win support
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Melbourne's trams are about
to come under the internation-
al spotlight as world-wide
interest in tramg grows follow-
ing the rapid increase in oil
prices.

For the first time since it was
formed in 1886, the International
Union of Public it will
meet in Australia next month
whent its management committee
gathers in Melbourne, The meet-
ings comes at a time of growing
|concern among urban transport
|authorities about the price and
{long-term availability of oil fuels.

The interest in trams has grown
steadily since the 1973 oil crisis,
and the absence of hydrocarbon
emissions makes them a favorite
with environmentalists,

The union, based in Brussels,
controls the International Light
(Rail (tram) Commission which
{Wwas established two years ago.
{It sets guidelines, compiles re-
search and informs members of

v developments. In its first
report, delivered last year in Hel-
sinki, Finland, the ~commission
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identified a growing world-wide
interest in trams,

In the United States, where

the car has been king since Mr
been a remarkable swing towards
Ford built his T-model, there has
light rail systems. Transport of-
ficials in Detroit, the home of the
US motlor

with officia
burgh, Portland, Buffalo, Newark
and Denver on a standard system.

iants, have had talks
from Boston, Pitts-

While new systems are being

built in San Diego and Buffalo,
Cleveland has ordered Italian ar-
ticulated trams and Kawasaki, in
Japan, will supply Philadelphia
with 141 tram chassis.

In France, trams are likely to

be revived in about a dozen cities
during this decade while the Bel-
fans have won contracts in Rio
5e Janeiro and Manila. The Swiss
and the Dutch are expanding their
tramways while the Japanese have
on a massive programme
to replace existing rail services
in many cities witlt trams.

And so on, through Italy, Aus-
tria, Sweden and Finland. In
Yu via, the Be'grade network
will be greatly expanded and

Jovakia, the established
supplier to eastern Europe, is
about to boost its output.

But while the future of trams
is assured in electricity rich Mel-
bourne, other Australian cities are
still reluctant to introduce them.

© Adelaide has scrubbed plans

to extend the 51-year-old Glenelg
beach line. The South Australian!
Government opted for a guided-
bus system )| by Mer-
cedes-Benz for its diesel vehicles.

@ Brisbane decided to develop
its urban railway system.

@ Sydney is believed to be con-
sidering trams for its western
suburbs, but tram studies in the
past for the central city area and
the eastern subur| have
amounted to nothing. ;
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city-Glenelg tramway |

By Trangport Writer STUART INNES
Thecity-Glenelg tramline
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three years ot a cost of $1.2m.

The track, which is “in the
ground,” will be lifted and placed
on a hallast of stones like railway
tracks.,

The State Transport Authority
keneral manager, Mr. F. R. Harris,
said yesterday the entire length of
the lines would be weided to elimi-
naic joints. Jointg had presented
wear problems.

Sleepers would bhe renewed
yhere necessary and the aim of

Mud and waler around the lines -
somelimes caused short circuits '

which operaled bhoom gates and
held up tratfic on major roads.

‘Track improvements would cost
$750.000 and upgrading the over-
head wires would cost $450,000,

Poles would be renewed or re-
paired, some wiring replaced,
non-fouling fittings would be in-
stalled and lighter, nylon hanging
wires fitted.

Upgrading of the line, “which
was opened in 1929, was to ensure
continucd safe operation and re-
duce maintenance.

Services would not be disrupted

October 6 at the site of
new Islington
Centre.
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t T Minister
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rlhe new track laying would be -to

improve drainage.

July, trams will run again

through the southern Cali-
... "=~ eity of San Diego after
an interval of 31 years.

In a country where most of the
towns and cities have long ago
scrapped their trolley cars or
street cars and torn up their
tracks, San Diego has been tear-
mg up streets -~ 12w naw ones,

Many North American ciuies
will be watching San Diego’s new
tram transport with interest and
some, including Pittshurgh and
Portland, Oregon, are planning
similar schemes. Calgary, in Can-
ada, aiready has trams

San Diego’s taxi drivers may
curse the street diversions caused
by construction work, but when
the first two-car tram was cere-
moniously unveiled recently, hun-
dreds turned up to welcome it

and eat weadene af tram-.chaned

7 hby the work.
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kilometres on_renovaetd track
from the San Diego and Arizona
Easetrn Railway.

About 30,000 passengers are ex-
pected to be carried daily on this
route by 199§. Negotiations are
taking place with the Mexicans
to extend the line across the bor-
der to Tijuana, and more routes
are planned.

Qan Nison'e Mavar UWilenn Aac.

San Francisco’s Bay Area Transit
system.

Apart from a $500,000 Federal
grant, all the money for the tram-
way = or “the T ium Trolley”
as it is known locally — has come
from Californian State funds: 87.5
per cent from the State petrol
tav set aside for rail development,
and the rest from a 0.25 per cent
Stile sales tax authorised under

N8 Fenny Koyal
Mills in Launceston
are a million-doliar
attraction to
thousands of tour-
ists each yeor.

The huge complex
comprising a watermill,
windmill, cornmill, farm-
house and, more recent-
ly, gunpowder mills have

of English entrepreneur
Mr. Roger Smith.

All the buildings have
been constructed in the
style of the early 19th
century.

The cormmill, windmill
and gunpowder mills are
in full working order and
are open for inspection
from 9 am. to 530 pm.
daily.

As well as the mills,
the Penny Royal com-
plex has a display of
cannon, a restaurant.
gift shops, & scale model
steam rallway system
with 700 metres of track
and a restored tram
which runs between the
;uul:lamm and gunpowder

centre already
about seven acres in
heart of Launceston
he planned to ex
to include a
system and a ferry on
the river below. R

Islington ceremony to
start standardisation

through the city streets at an
average 14.5 kmh. Ousside cit

llmit;“go »;nhn travel at speedi
up 10

pAs the trams approach, traffic
lights will change autamatically
t0 ensure unimpeded pasme.
Two freight trams will run daily,
allowing goods to be defivered
into the heart of San Diego. Bus
routes will be reorganised to both
w.. 2 Avnlication mg‘mfeed the
line, and 2150 new parking spaces
will be distributed along the
route.

Tony Larwin, the Transit De-
velopment Board's general mana-
ger, says the city’s trams will save
energy, reduce air pollution levels
antelrfnel take freight off the free-
ways, E:‘y relieving traffic con-
gestion and reducing highway
maintenance costs,

Larwin also believes that the
trams will prove more cost-effec-



Extra 27mil on public transport

By STEPHEN GIBBES

The number of passengers using public transport
rocketed by 27 million in a year, according to cfficial figures
cbtained exclusively by the Mirror.

The big winners were suburban trains, up 14.5 per cent in the
' number of passenger journeys, and ferries, up 15 per cent.

Buses staved slatic despiie competi-

tion and service cancellations caused
by the Eastern Suburbs roaihway.

The Transport Minlster,

Ar Cox, is

ecslatic at the latest figures, which are

HOW- WE' TRAVELLED

Passenger journeys

“TIMES”
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The Department of the Capital Territ
spend $3.8 million to buy 29 standard a

will
five

articulated buses for Canberra bus services this

financial year.

It was announced last night that tenders had been
called for the new buses, orders would be placed within
a few weeks and delivery could be expected in

1981-1982.

The majority of new buses will replace existing

vehicles which will be disposed of to upgrade

the fleet.

The subsidy to ACTION is $10.6 million, an
increase of four per cent on last year's allocation.

ity to a number of factovs.

for the year ending June 30, 1680, in millions
Preluminar, figures lor ihe six "
months m«’- then show a cmmnu::g Mode of Transport  1979-80 1978-79
: ¢ : unber
growth of 32 per cenl in the . 3 179
i Y uburban rail 2019
of rail passenger journeys. o - ¥ 3.0
Mr Cox said today public (ransporl  jntersfate 0.590  0.623
¢ wu< proving more poptilar despile (W0 Sydney buses 176 176.4
| fare rises in the past four years and  Newcastle buses 18.3 17.9
indusirial disputes. Ferrin-inno.r l'\ar!:'or 6.3 5.6
o Py o - n €rnes
' He attributed the increaed prpular oy l:vdvofoi!s 6.3 i3

These inclnded the in-
of  modarn
traln ear-

iredaciion

double-decker
ringes, the parchave of
hundreds  of  Mereedes
buses and the ordering of |

I n-or fervies,
“On-time  runniny s
! ciir b target area for
( improvement,” Mr Cex
said.
- Tenders have been -called
rassengers for the redcvclopmcmo“«loms-

e

“The opening  of
Eastern Suburbs ratlaay
and the- absence of
strikes i the final three
months  of 1979 ;gl'-n
helped boost the mvaber
of rail passengers.”

Transporl experts

» . L
ar u loss lo expiain tiw
15 per cent jump in the
number  of  ferry and
hydrofoil travetiers.

ut they are conidont

are

of atllracting still ore
passengers when two new
stiwer  lerries come  into
service, one m October
and one in the middle ef
nextL year. X

by railway station and the air-
space above it, and will close
on May 6.

The project will be the State
Rail Authority’s biggest since the
successful developments at Chats-
wood. WNorth Sydney, Hurstville
and Kogasah stations.

The Minister for Transport. Mr
Cox announced in October that
tenders would be called for
development of land adjacent and
air rights over the staion.

The documents provided to ten-
derers make it clear that the area
around the station proviced for
possible redevelopment is far big-
ger than any of the station rede-
velopments so far,

It covers the area of railway
fand from the Pacific Highway at
the southern end to Bridge Road in
the north and is bounded on the
side by George and Jersey Streets.

Although the authority could not
say what the exact arca was yes-

Hornsby ' station
for redevelopment

tracks, new station entrances, free
all-day commuter car parking, with
a proportion of paid spaces, and
some provision for bus-rail inter-

change.
THE. I Unlike some other proposed sta-
tion redevelopments Hornsby

with JOHN RICH

terday it covers between two and
three hectares.

However, the tender proposals
make it clear that any multi-storey
development of the site would be
epxected to be sited over the sta-
tion platforms, which are in the
middle of Hornsby’s retail area.

The documeats specify that ten-
derers must provide, at their cost,
for a new booking office. station
manager’s offices, staff facilities,
escalators from street fevel to plat-

should prove altractive to develop-
ers as the station in effect splits
the Hornsby retail area in two and

any devel would provide a
comecﬁn;om:fn

It is understood that Hornsby
Council, which does not propose at
the moment to put in a suggested
plan, would Iikeulo sele a multi-
storey commercial-retail  develop-
ment, with ample car parking and
provision for community areas,
such as a creche and senior citi-
zens' rooms,

The Rail Authority has made it
clear that it did not necessarily ex-

forms. lifts for and in- Pect tenderers to’ be interested in
capacitated comm digital in- .the whale ‘site, but, if. . proposals
- bo"? = g o celved m 2’ fum| "!:f devck:- :
access to platforms to be located ©
as cemrniiyplns possible. ers discussions ".“r"‘ held with

. a view 10 marrying them to

They must also provide new

WORONGA €12 O cwcil will support
a group trying to keep the Bandiana-
Cudgewa rail Hline as a tourist

operation.

The council this week rejected a move by
Cr Chamberlain to have the line closed.

Cr Chamberlain urged
the council to use com-
monsense and support the
Victorian Transport
Minister, Mr Maclellan, in
having the line closed.

The line was unsafe and
the people of Victoria could
not afford the financial
burden of upgrading and
maintaining it, he said.

Cr Rogers said the
Tallangatta Valley Steam
Preservation Society had
been formed to keep the line
open for tourism.

The society had bought a
92-geat rail car, switch gear

and a.Euilding to be used as
a ticket office.

The society was hoping to
buy a “J” class lochgﬁmﬁve

footbridges over. platforms and  site. B fia 2

Cr Rogers said the society ~ He uaid such projects 88 The Mayor, OF Drapé.
planned to do the u ing  Sovereign Hill at rat - gaid he mce:n‘(edp;:a
and maintenance at itsown  and the tramway  mind about thep'miect after
expense. had detractors before they  hearing Cr Rogers’ outline

The intention would be to ~ Were developed but had  of the plans. -
run tourist trips on the line, ~ been great tourist boom.. “I am prepared to let

“We shouldn’t cut off this z';';m(;‘:g;;':h:;i‘m';'; them have a go and support

i . e

G o i o gor SR L oy g thom ey s ry i
not got,” Cr Rogers said. ~ should be preserved, he : '

He m'w Py S 3 said. 'l‘hecou'ncil voted 10-2 for
that the council write tothe ~ Cr Chester disagreed. S s

society of ‘ering its support
if needed.

Cr M:L »an said she could
remembe  travelling on the

Cudgews ‘ine asa childand
said it wa ; a beautiful trip,
“Anvon *» who wants thia

thing for this council to en-
courage these people (the
members of the )uenm
preservation society) to get
into more financl{l trou-
ble,” he said.

“It would be a shocking -



