Lavnceston, Tas.

Now saturation of
ground-level parking has

“EXAMINER"
TR TRV 2. §
Call to bring
back trams resulted.

Str -~ Erection of multi-
level car parks is but 2
sop to Launceston’s grow-
ing transport cancer.

The rot set in back in
December, 1952, when the
City Council surrendered
ils efficiont, way-paying
electric tram system to
the Govermuent,

The Government re-
placed the trams with
trolley buses, which ran

if a clean sweep were
made of the existing City
Council; if the dead hand
of the Governmeat was

removed from Launces- |

ton's transport: if the
arterial clol of the Bris-
bane St mall were opened
again to let traffic fow
through the city heart;.
and it Launceston trams
were restored and eperat-
ed by Launceston for the

: benefit of Launceston
at i loss, and then pul in 4 s
% 0 2 matiers might well im-
diese! buses, which con- prove.

tinue to lose money.

Ciy trasters 3lso began
1o lose business, becaise
customers in their thou.
sands had been robbed of
cheap and efficient trans-
port through the heart of
the city in Brisbane,
Charles and Elizabeth Sts.

So the Brisbane St bar-
anz backed construction
of the Hrisbane S5t mall.

What this achieved was
(n create a clot in the
city's main traffic artery.

From

After all, trams teday
arve proving their value,
effectiveness and populas-
ity in such piaces as Mel-
bosrne and San Francis-
co, as they once did in
jaunceston. — ARGUS.

“MORNING HERALD"
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Sydney, N.S.W.

Mr Bamy Neilsen, 34, » postmag from the
western Syduney soburb of Kings Langley,
will probably never forgive the Sfate Gov-
erunent for abolishing trams back in 1961,

"As long as I can remember ¥ lave wanied to be
a tran: driver, but the Guvernmemt stole them
from: me,” he said yesterday. Alihough Mr
Neidlsen  had to abandon his ambifion fo be o
proiessional tram driver, he hes shest wonr his

ny.

For be in now the prond owner of 5 working half-
scule mode! of am old Los Angelcs frawe which
he bullt himself for $1,200 and drives at shows
and the Balii Tram Company Musennt

“My grandfather was 2 tram driver and we lived
at Bondi. T can't remember ever wauating fo be
anything clse,” he said as he took a group of
wide-eyed children for a ride st a Blacktown
wode! railway exbibition,

“As a postman | am z squmre peg in & vound
hole. I have often thought about moviag to
Metbourne where they still have frams, bui,
well, no one wounld really want to do thai."
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“PIX-PEOPLE”

CAN ANY other reader remember
when the old trams used to run in
Sydney? We used to go for outings on
them when | was a child and, as we
enjoyed any type ol sxcursion,
thoroughly enjoyed the tram rides.

Heaven only knows why! They were

uncomfortable, slow, and usuaily
over-crowded. So much so that half of
the intending passengers were usually
left at the tram stop.

“There's room on the roof”, the
tram conductor would yell ironically at
somebody struggling o get a toehoid
inside. Or, if it was a day when one of,
the old "footboard type’ trams -was
pressed into service again, “"Leave
room for ME on the footboard, or don't
you want me to COLLECT your fares?"

The old “trammhies"” were tough —
they needed 1o be to survive in their
jobs. In wet weather, they must have
peen soaked to the skin while
collecting fares; when it was hot, they
must have roasted in their serge
uniforms.

Not only did they have to bear with
the weathsr conditions and the
collection of fares under the most
uncomfortable conditions, bu! they
had to take the abuss and complainis
of the travelling public.

But, all in all, they wers good-

tempered, cheerful, and very
courtecus to the aged, the
handicapped, and the mother

struggling to keep her brooa togsther
{as mum was with us).

People still talk of "bringing the

trams back.” Looking back, | wondet

. why, And | guess thore woilld bs many

} an old “trammie” who would asgree

| with me.

$10 to Catherine Arundeil,

! Toongabbie, NSW.
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The Faderal Govern-
ment‘s Razor Gang
recommendations may
have finally ended
nopes for an extension
to the East Presten
tram line, the Member
for Batman Mr Brian
Howe said this week.

Buried in the Prime
Minister’s slaiomgu!
was a recemmendation
that respensibility for
yrban transport be
transferved fo state
governments, he said.

Mr Howe said the
withdrawal of the
Federa! Government
from this area must be
seen as 2 blow fo urban
public transporf.

#The State Govern-
ment had already cu?
pubiic transpert fe the

| sone and the under-

ground locp absorbed
an enormous amount of
funds, he added.

in April the Post
reported that State
Treasurer, Mr Thomp-
son announced that no
funds would be avail-
abie for the extension
cither this year or nexi.

The decision wWas
greetad with dismay by

parfiameniarians, ia-
tevesied organisations
and residents wie had
been fighting for years
t¢ have the line ev.
tended past Tyler Si.

Mr Howe said places
jike La Trobe Univei-
sity and the Mill Park
Estate seemed doomed
as far as public traps-
port went.

O }r-e

rerald

— it officially o
its Bridge Si.
today.

Baflarai nas youe
one up on Melbourne

Il a1,

From
“SOQUTHERN CROSS”
6THMAY Armadale, Vi,

THE Melbourne and Meiropolitan Tramways
Board is rebullding the tram raservation in
Toorak Rd, South Yarra, between Punt Rd and
Chapet St

Work ~turted kst Monday on the northers  wack
immedistely cast of Punt R and the retuen works on the
t.\;«)mhcm track wilt proceed back from Chapel St w Purt
{Rd
The work will take about lour weeks. A
Fraffic will be diverted during off-peak periods
(e lanc of traflic will be maintained at peak tines.

!
|
!

While Melbourne has
been dithering over the
designs for the Bourke
St. Mall, Baliarat Coun-
cil has heen busy build-
ing lfs own,

It i3 Victorla’s first:
fully constructed pede-:
‘strian  shopping maill
outside Melbourne.

Footseray has the
oniy comparabls metro-
politan mall.

The Ballarat mall
cost §790,000. Adjoin-
Jug retail traders pro-
wvided & third of the
‘finance.
¢ To build the mall
.the eouncil had to di-
‘verl the Western High-
‘way, of which Bridge
St was a part.

And it doesn't have

any Llrams. The lasi
tram {o run in Ballarat
(was in 197,

Energy crisis experts say they now

ON the day that Perth’s last tram

car went rumbling off to the hreak-

er's vard there were sentimental
seenes as the old monster went
iurching northwards up Barrack

realise that trame are twice as fagl
in cities as buses. They don't pol-
lute with exhaust haumes, they run
at half the cost of buses, and carry
more passengers, Twelve trams, so
they say, provide the same service
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The existence of a litle-
known railway tunnel in
the heart of the city has led to
boid new proposals for a tunnel

undar Sydney Harbor.

It will provide relief for
commuters by the use of
revolutionary “super trams”.

Plans, based on the work of two
Sydney University seientists, call for
a hight vatl syvstem (o serve the Ciren-
far Quay and Opera House areas
apart from the proposed tuninel, as
well as the easwern suburbs  and
HINCE West.

Anvhody can wilk ilo St Junes station
ated look at the open space between e
two platfonms whicii is the enipty ral hed
of the part of the tunnel which psses
throngh the siation,

MacArthur's HQ

The tunnel extends sonth to the reeion
at the War Meinorial in Hyde Park and
rins north e the vicinity of the Pablie Li-
hiary ..o more Lthan 1.2km

Part of the northern section of the tun-
tel vontaing a spur rattway track which is
wed 83 an emergency siding for the main
ratiway line, ‘The tracks run for abont the
enpih of an eight car double decker train,

At the end of the line is a massive rock
formation which senved as a bomb-proof
aeperations centre for General Douglus
MacArihur when he commanded Altied
farces in the Pacific doring World War
Two.

Beyond the rock tonnsadion 1w the con-
tinuation of the tunnel which has becore
a take because of waler scopape complete
with stalactites.

The tunnel has cicned Sydney Univer-
site men Dr John Gerofi an elestrical en-
gineer, and Dr Kemp Fowler, a medieal
seientist,

Inner-city circle

Boily have been heavily involved in the
aty's transport problems through per-
sonal interest, and Dr Geraofi has pro-
duced 4 comprehensive stady, culled Bet
ter Transport in Sydvey's Inner Western
apd South-Eastern Subirbs, on behall ot
e Giebe Society.

Dr Geroft said that the tunnel was built
110 1826 for & proposed iuner-city cirele nnd
e to the eastem subirbs aceording to
the plans of Dy John Beadliehd the Chiet
Engineer, syidney Harbor Bridpe and Ciy
Transit.

“Unfovtumsdely, when
Dr Bradtiedd retived e
et conbrol over tise plan:,
and they were never imy;-
femented,” Dre Geroh said

Dr Geroti's study had o
sechion dealing with Lhe
connection . of super
tam” lines from (he in-
ner wesl and south-e:nss
ern suburbs with a i
rinning north  undger

Nurth

ranpgah area”?

Sydney, N.S.W.

Sydney
ey 10 hink with earei
Hors Lo the Munly Wi

D Gerofi said (hat parn
of the tunnel conld be
the form of pipes lying on

COSL of tunnelling

“A second svstem would
operate urvind Manly and
along the peniosuls to
move the locai population
not  requiring  long-dis-
tanee travel.

“The third counid go
through the Freachs For-
est area to the other de-
velaping centres such as
Chatswoud.

“Alter all not everyhody
watds o go meo the eity to
shop.

Iocal shopping centres ac-
cessible by tram of bus.”

The Siale Liberal mem-
ber for Pitiwater, Mr Max
Smith, is heading & coin-
mittee Lo investigate prop-
osals toc 4 pontoon hridge
across the Harbor.

Mr Smith has alzn been
2 Joug-titne advocate of a
feeder-pus sysiem ou the
Warringah Peninsuia
which would link up with a
light mass-transit svitem
into the City.

west and
eastern
suburbs
to Opera
House

Hyde Park and throngh St

fJanies,

continte
down to Circatar Quay
with a atation siear the
Public Labrary oo the way

Suggestion

From Cweular Quay
spar line would go o the
Opera House for pairons

This  would

toan performance days,

Bt @ sugeestion from an
intevested citicen at a pub
e o mecling e rccited  ihe
professor dnta erpandong
fiis studg to tele a2 u
harbor tunyel

tisienad o Ninsshing the
line ot the Opera Hooae
all oxtension by the

the sea-hed.

The tunnel wonld con-
st of Lwo tubes Sin o oh
ameter - standard mens.
ure for a hght rail system
and one meire less per
e than needed for o
conventional ratlway iine.

“Fo put a light-rail tun-
ol  under the harhor
woild he very cheap per
head of papulation for a
system which would be o
sound, long-rangr  solo-
fion rather than a pateh-
work remedy.

“Super  Lane ™ cauld
meve 5K passerters an
Hotr through the tunne) -
Aot §1 LEnes as many as
et i atnotor fannet

than a rond tunnet ynder
the hurbor
The Stale Governnment

o presently
an ngitiry  ante future
e ot requirements
and developiments in the
Manly Warringah area,
They ineitde a proposal
o convert e easlern
walkway  into an  addi-
tonal fane for ntor ve-
hietes, There has also been
A sugeestion for a road
tunnel under the harbor,

Reluctance

D Geroti said: T woyld
bope  that  the Govern-
ment ealls for input ay the
mqguiry irom people with
knowledpe  of  Lghtrail
svalems,

“That is e area which
the Government appears
o know bitle about and
dor, not really wont to

B dlsast 2Duidesd®

vndertaking

Kiforetre and each under
geonied station would cost
between $2 million and §3
million,

A station for o frain
“octs ahout $8 million
Pait o aney as those ol
the Fastern Subwrbs hine
dowir 1o about £ 1mihon
with economy.

“Also, the light rail tun-
Bels can be beat around
sewers or other ohstacles
and vise or drop whereas a
conventionat (rain tunnel
has o be planned o
sweep over a large  dis-
tance.

“Buf one thing is elear,
to gel nnder the harbor
with o fight  rand tunne)
would b considerably
cheaper than a ear tunned
and prople who used o
wonld sl be choking the
city with traltw.”

Dr Gerotit o said  that
whatever the Goveriynent
myuiry  decided  about
traftic corndors (o serve
the Mandyv-Warringanh
area,  the Govertment

BN EERE VR LAMLIITLAIRILY)  GARtWA AL
fayoul: to the teams witis
which Svdney -siders had a

jove-hute refutionshup

unti! the early 960 when
the hus took over

They wonld he guieier
hare  belter aceclerativn
and braking and » more
energy efficient .

The “super traans” won'ld
be based oun Lhoee 11 apes
ation in parts of Europe
and America, particularly
Switzerlanei.

The Swiss trane: carey
about 206 peropte wad are
articulated iy the noddlie
so that the exirn lengih ol
the carriage can manoeu
vre arouhd city stree! cot
Hers

.
Link-up

One or two extra carri-
ges could be attached so
that one driver would he
able to move at least 200 or
400 peopte comtortably on
selected routes  where
space permnitted the
“super Leams” to operate
as Hpht trains,

Single carriages could
operate in the city, mixiy
with  tratlic, then be
hinked up with others ot
selected poanits o drige
areas,

They could run on me.
diaty  strips o o under-
ground.

The plans of Dr Geroft
and the Glebe Society
were origitally atted ol
solving mass-transt o
hiems ju the inter woest

One of the main propo-
sals is 10 use the goods
train line across Weni-
worth Park to Darling
I{arber as (he rail bed [or
a tram line.

The goods Lrain lioe v
being used 1oss, and costly
repalts wonld have to iw
carried out if It were to
carry conventional trawms

“Leok at Anzac Pavade
he said. "The old trams
rane  along the median
strip, 50 why not pat a
light-rail transat systews
into operation there?

His plans follow tiadd
licnal routes with g lLine
running past the Uuiver-
sity of New Southi Walc..
and through Maroubra Lo
terminate al La Perouse.
Both in the city and ob

subwrban  routes  buses
would  camplement  and
uot  compete  with  the
Csuper trams’,

Comrauiers wishing (o

zo anywhere in the city
and suburbs could get one
ticket which would be
valid for that (trip on
light-rail, {rain, bus or
ferry.

Dir Cieroli belietes that o
igglat-rail systen servicuip
the inner-west, south-
eastern suburbs and the
city to the Opera House
could he developed tor
about $18G nullion doltars

Comparison

The suggested “super
tram tunnel” wdes the
hasrbor would cost an esti-
mated  $100-8150  millon
but. wuch would depend
on how much of il was

N under the seabed and how

much as pipes on top ot it
“1t's not much when you

nrbesislas dhha Bl ases Qi



A SHEET WITH A NUMBER OF FCRMS

FORM 1
CRITERION HOTEL BOOKING

TENTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIOW
To: Box 632, Ballarat, 3350

Please reserve forme __ _  ~_  8paces at the function to
be held at the Criterion 'fiotéel’at 6.30pm on Saturday 19th
September 1981

NAME
ADDRESS PHONE

FORM 2
TENTH ANNIVERSARY BOOK ORDER FORM

To: Box 632, Ballarat. 3350

Please forward me one copy/or, _ copies of the

L

specially printed tenth anniversary souvenir book.
I enclose $3.00 which includes postage, for each book.

NOTE: Should the Society receive a large order for these books
and the postage cost outstrips the estimate above the
orderer will be advised and charged the incressed amount.

Please make Cheques payable to B.T.P.S. and Money Orders
payable at 'Ballarat’

NAME
ADDRESS PHONE

FORM 3
RAFFLE TICKETS

To: Box 632, Ballarat., 3350.
I wish to apply for books of Raffle Tickets.

NOTE: The conditions of sale of tickets and other information
will be despatched with the books.

NAME
ADDRESS PHONE

FORM 4
MEMEE RSHIP RENEWAL

To: Box 632, Ballarat. 3250
I wish to renew my Membership with the B.T.P.S. as under:-

Membership  $5.00 $
Trolley Wire Magazine §7.00 &
Donation to Museum Fund ®
NAME ADDRESS TOTAL ¢

FORM 5
SALES DEPARTMENT

To; Box 632, Ballarat.3350

T wish to order the following new line of items from the

Sales Department.
VR 'Comeng! suburban train badge §2.50 $

VR 'Z' class steam locomotive badge $2.50 &
Pactecard of tram No.26 $0.20 ¥



