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Malvern tram in ACT

A Melbourne tram, No 447,
which has travelled 1,375,751
miles (about 2,200,000 kilo-
“metres) and, according to its
destination rolier, is going to
East Malvern and ing
Road, was placed in the court-
‘yard of the Canberra
Tradesmen’s Union Club in

-l for the Old Can-
berra Tram Company said that the
intention of the club was to con-
struct an “old-fashioned station”
in the courtyard. Work has begun,
including telling patrons where to
hail cars and where they stop.

The tram was brought to Can-
berra by W. Thomson and Sons of
Huntingdale, Victoria.

service on September 19 of that
year. It had its first major overhaul
in 1936. It was involved in its first
accident in 1930. Repairs cost one
pound and two shillings. Its second
accident was in 1932 and repair
costs were one pound, four shillings
and scven pence. y
Blackout lights were fitted in
1941, pneumatic windscreen

Old No 26 Some tram =
is back on
the rails

This day eight years ago, Tram-
car 26 made its last trip to Eaglehawk.

Two days before, it made its last
trip as a regular passenger tram.

Tramecar 26, the

“Eaglehawk tram,” was the last of the .
trams to run on the Bendigo urban ser-

vice.

It has spent most of the intervening
eight years crammed beside the Eagle-
hawk log jail on a tiny block beside the

Eaglehawk Court House.

At Eaglehawk it was a regular target
for vandals, and the Eaglehawk Borough
Council, on behalf of the citizens of the
borough, eventually gave it to the Ben-
digo Trust. The Trust placed it with the
rest of its tram collection.

Now, after an expenditure of about
$12,000 for repairs and restoration, it is
back on the rails again — this time
carrying tourists instead of Bendigo
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State Opposition
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slashed as soon as rosters :
could be changed.
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services
facing cuts

By GERRY CARMAN

Tram services south of the Yarra will be cut
from this week.

The chairman of
Tramways Board, Mr. Snell,
said late last week the pro-
posed changes
similar to those introduced
on routes north of the river

the

wvould be

and faster services.

back-
ment further.

Mr. Reming-

Yet the new tram line to
East Burwood and a new
bus service from Altona to
the city were doing excel-
lent. business This showed
that people wanted better

Mr. Snell said he was'
“tired of the garbage” be-
ing put out by some people.

ch"‘l‘here will ‘be l;ml 4
an . .. it is simply &
contiﬁl‘ation of what's been
done on the other side of
the river,” Mr Snell said.
He said he would not com-

But at the time of the
October cuts Mr. Snell said
| they would be limited to one
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Baék’ on the
tram tracks

THE ARTICLE by Bob Rooks om
Brisbane's trams brings to mind the .
fight Mr Andrews and others put up
to have Brisbane' retain its trams.

Mr Jones at the time gave an
undertaking that the tracks would
remain and only points and crossings .
would be removed and in most cases this
was done.

In Logan Road and Old Cleveland.
Road they were covered over.

So there is no reason why trams can
not run from the South Brisbane station’
to the Belmont tram terminus and then
via the median strip to the Chandler
complex and on to the fast growing arca
of Capalaba.

The new three articulated unit trams
d:;ribod in Mr Rooks® article could be
used. :

Also we could ‘borrow trams from
Melbourne. ' :

Melbourne has just bought 100 new
trams and most trams.use a standard
gauge and 600 volt DC power.

The trams could operate as trams to

" Belmont and then as trains, That mieans

aceés or
as if

only stopping at special
latforms, at say every
aris.
So let us do it now and stop just
talking. — E. W. Wood, Wntetly
Clorthond, .- ‘

ik
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Trams
needed”™

S a constant
bus traveller

on all routes, 1
.have only one
complaint and that
concerns the
Dornoch

Terrace, - No. 29
route.

The service on this
l line is nothing less
“than deplorable, con- I
sidering the number
of passengers who
frequent this service,
To look at the time-
table takes ahout five
seconds and after
1216 pm. on Satur-
days the service is dis-
confinued, as it is all
Sunday. Why?
Surely the city fa-
thers could rectify

minor

morn- || yehicle a route in peak this deplorable situ-

ty from || yimes. He also said there ation.
Malvern, || was “some over-servicing Maybe the answer
on some routes on Satur- would be to revive

those old faithfuls,
the trams, and I am
sure there are many

who would agree with
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People who go into the city to look at

other

than shop windows ore finding

out how interesting the place is.

which is why Yvonne
Mc¢Comb's suggestion
about bringing back a
look-gbout tram service
to Brisbane is going to
rate more than & passing
interest.

~ Mrs McComb, the Lib-
eral Party president In
Queensiand, in a letter to
The Courier-Mail yester-
day, talked about 1 tram
vircuit which would
bring “charm and a dash
of fun” to Brisbane.

Bring back the Eaward
Street tram, she said.
And let’s have a circuit
from the city and around

 Gregory Terrace and

| Spring Hill

‘ Small ocopen trams,
something like San
Francisco's cable cars,
Mrs McComb said. Good
for tourists and better
than smelly buses.

The architect Robin
Gibson who wrote the
“Give. us back our river,”

_ piece in the The Courier-

'Maﬂ this week, was on
the right track, she said.
Use the river, use the
ferries, but why not
trams, too?

Well, Brisbane really
jsm't San Francisco. It
hasn't got San Fran-
cisco’s hills (has any
place?) and the Powell
Street and Union Street
cable car lines from
downtown to Fisherman’s
wharf are part of - that
city's history. And they
beat walking. s

London's visitors can
peer down at the sights

Petro! prices

Mr Tom McHenry, the
Australian Tramway and
Motor Omnibus Associ-
ation state secretary: “It

' will be very difficult to

operate the buses hy 1084
with petro} at $6 2 gailon
and dieseline near
enough to $5,

“Everywhere theyll be
going hack to electric
traction. Here, 1t will be
trolley buses first, maybe
Tor 10 or 15 years, and
then the trams.

“But they won't be like
the ¢ld trams -—— more
ke a rapid rail system,

; with one, two or three
' carriages.”

The buses were forced
on Brisbane, Mr
McHenry said, as an ex~
cuse to get a second oil
refinery going here. It
was a big mistake to
burn the trams and tear
up the tracks.

In Melbourne, €0 per-
cent of people using pub-
lic transport used the

remaining tram line, to
Glenelg, was hugely pop-
ular.

Mr Philp Day, head of
Queensland University
regional and town plan-
ning departinent, agreed
that ripping up the tram
lines was an appalling
mistake.

But Brishane did not
need just to copy San
Francisco to create a

tourist feature. Sure,

have a tram up Edward

The location of tramn
lines would depend a lot |
on where the City Couns.!
cit  finally decided a
Queen Street pedestrian

new rouies of access
eross-ways to the tradi-
tional north-east to
sonth-west run up Queen
Street and its parallels,

i
mall would be, and onz

Maybe thé BEdward |
Strect tram and its sys- !
tem could [it into that, .
he suggested, along the ,

Botanic QGardens to
Wickham Terrace access.

Mr Graham Stehn, the |

Queensland Tourisi and
Travel Authority man-
ager, had a diiferent
idea.

The trams would be &
great tourist attraction,
he acknowledged. But in
the wrong places they
could reellv get fouled up
with automobiles,

What aboul a tram

' line along the river from

—————

| Duttan Park, from the

university ferty into the
elty.
‘There wouldn't 'bc-

much traffie, it would
have a good view across
the river and it would
provide a useful commu-~

i ter service.
Lrams, and Adelzice's one |

The Brisbane Tram-
way's Museum archivist,
Mr Tom Carter, provided
the picture ‘aken in 1927
of tramear 53 — one of
two specially converted
for the gardens shuftle
service and fitted “with
fare boxes.

The tram service oper-
ated from the turn of the
century to 1946 from the
Trades Hall at the top of
Edward Street down' to
the gardens and the gar-

Mrs McComb probably
deserves the final! word.

Trams were an integral
part of Brisbane’'s past,
she said yesterday. Nos-
talgia was a good enough
reason for bringing them
back.

They didn't lmpair
traflic any more than
buses do now and per-
haps they could run
down one side of the
road, as the Sydney
trams did.

Trems were edsier (o
get ‘on and get off ihan
buses with the added
bonus of no pollution
Mrs McComb said.

Bo the question is: Are
we really going to have
them again? - Probably
yes, it seems, if what the
rest of the world is doing
is any guide and if, as we
can reasonably expect,
transport authorities
find the price of oil too
much to bear.

If we're lucky, some

i urban planner will

hrighten our lives by giv-
ing a dinky old tramecar
a smalil place in the new
eiectric traction trans-
port network,
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treln group

Thirty members of the
National Rallway Histori-
cal Soctety of America
and 400 local rallway en-
thustasts arrived in
Ballarat by steam train
on Saturday.

The American F""“ "
from Philadelphia, Ys
visiting Australia to see
rallway and tramway op-
erations.

A highlight of their
Victorian visit was a ride
on the famous Ballarat
trams.

Five trams were used to
convey the visitors
through the Botanice
Gardens after an inspec-
tion of the tram depot
and museum display.

The Ballarat Tramway
Preservation Soclety has
decided to operate the
trams every Wednesday
until May 7 in addition to
the normal Saturday and

Sunday operations. |

20th March

Melbourne, Vie.

A Melbourne transport researcher wants
public transport in off-peak periods made
free for a year to entice travellers back to
trains, trams and buses.

Mr. Peter Dumble, a senior research scient-
ist with the Australian Road Research Board,
also wants a Big M-style advertising campaign

to push public transport.
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