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MR CHAlR^'iAN AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD,
THE BALLmaRaT CITY COUNCIL IS INDEED GRATEFUL FOR THE OPPORTUNITY

OF SUBtelTTING EVIDENCE BEFORE YOUR ENQJIRY THIS AFTERIWN VJHICH,
IX IS appreciated, is EVIDe>!CE "ON OaTH."

AS INDICATED TO YOU UtOER THE HEADINGS OF EVIDENCE V\iHICH I ATA
desired to expound upon, ARE:
1  "THE COUNCIL'S EXPRESSIONS TO RLTAIl^l THE PRESEiTT TRAtA'iiAY SYSTEhi

UNDER certain CONDITIONS,"

2  "IF THE PRESENT TFLAlWAY SYSTHm IS NOT TO BE CONTINUED, TriE
government BmSURE the provision of a GOVERI'^MENT OPER/nTED SYSTEM
FLEXIBLE ENOUGH TO SUIT THE GROvJIl^lG aFILa OF BaLLaaR/.T.

3, "THaT WHAT-EVER AUTHORITY IS SET UP TO PROVIDE PUBLIC TRAl-JSPORT
IT SHOULD ENSURE THE COl.iTINUED ENiPLOYiAEl^IT IN THE BaLLAAi^aT AREa
OF THE PRESENT WJviBER OF TRANW^aY EivPLOYi-tS."

4, "THAT IN THE EVEImT OF THE GOVERI'tt.'.ENT aGREEIiIG TO RELIEVE THE
state electricity OOl-'avlISSION OF THE OPERaTIiC OF THE PRESEi-lT
TRAM'-sAY SYC.TEi« THaT THE OOUNCIL BE ADECUaTELY COMPB'ISaTED FOR
ROADWAY RESTORATION ON A BASIS NOT LESS FAVOURABLE TO THaT liHICH
APPLIED IN GEELONG SCftiE YEaaS aGO At® HAVII^IG REGaRD TO THE
relative costs in the interim."

TurMTz-urc jmtcH GOULD DEVELOP DURING THE5, THERE COULD BE OTrihR THOUGHT^ v^lliwh ujui.u
PREPAR/-\TION OF THIS CASE,

A PERUSAL OF A MAP OF TIHE CITY oF BaLLAaRaT, EWiBRaCING THE
T-ii- .cnnnTTRPP <=iFCTION COVERED IN THE BALLARaTBOROUGH OF SEB/nSTOPOL miND THii i^ElOOUREh SLC

1-' • TOT V rorj'PT F')v SV' TEf^l OF TRANSPORT IFSHIRE, IfOICnTES V\IE HhVE A FaIRLY OOwPLE/v
-at-it ' ittutm oo GHA.INS OF ElTi'iER SIDE OF HiEIT IS ACCEPTED THaT PEOPLE WITHIN 20 CHAi

r-\-- cTTucp ^TDF OF THE tPiESENT UkBmN BUSTRAttiWAY ROUTE Al® 20 CHAINS ON EITHER SIDE UP
routes ARE OONSIDERED, THE POPULaTION IS VERY BROADLY SERVICED.

THE T.® TYPES OF SERVICE I HaVE MENTIONED OF COU.RSE, DO NOT
_ -r,-,r--^nn taYT CABS 49 OF V\IHICH OPERATE ON

INClUDE the fleet OF 50 LICEimCED TAXI GA ,
two«way radio.

■  -/v crnWTGF APPEi'^RS TO HaVE BEEi'l INAUGURATED BACKTHE MAIN TRAT-aVAY SbRVICb AFFbi-vno
nRAuJTsi Ti-lAiv. SERVICE V\IaS INSTITUTED,IN SEPTEMBER OF 1886 .JHEN A HORSE DRAV^I^i Ti^.

T, / r"-n RY TRAMS OF ELECTRIC POVJER IN 1901Tills, OF COURSE, BEING REPLACED BY TiWib



- 2 -

i^NlD THIS TRANi SERVICE WAS FOR REASONS RELATED TO THE ACQUISITION FROM

the ENGLISH COMPainIY FOR POVJER SUPPLY, TAKEN OVER BY THE STaTE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION IN 1934. SHORTLY AFTER THE ST/.TE ELECTRICITY OOiHvaSSION

took over the OPER/vTING of TliE ELECTRIC TRAiviV\lAY SYoTEM, A SHORT

length of LINE WAS CONSTRUCTED BET-./EEiJ GREGORY Ai>iD iviORMAivi STREETS (NEW

CEMETERY TERIvJNUS) ON THE LYDlAi^ STREET NORTH ROUTE*

THE BALLAARi^iT lERAi\iv\IAYS OPER/-TE OVER A LENGTH OF 16.17 MILES, THE

LEi^TH OF ROUTE BEING FROi\i THE LYDIaRD STREi-T T.-Ri.Ji-4AL - SEBaSTOPOL

3,8 MILES; MT. PLEASAisiT ROUTE 1,6 MILES; VICTORIA STREET ROUTE 1.5

MILES; LYDIARD STREET NORTH ROUTE 1,7 MILES Hi>iD VIEj" POINT 2 MILES,

milSI THE ROUND TRIP TO THE BOTANICAL GARDB>iS IS 6,7 MILES. THIS

MILEAGE IS OPPOSED TO 32 MILES (PLUS OR MINUS) ViHICH IS OPEIV^TED BY

THE 17 URBAiM BUSES WITHIN THE CITY aND WENDOUxHEE aREaS OF THE BaLLAFUT

SHIRE, AiO RIBBON DEVELOPiViENT TO BUNIN"YONG.

IT IS KNOWl^] TH/nT THE BALLaaRAT TRAiv.;vAYS HAVE LOST CONSIDERABLE

SUMS OF MONEY BETWEEN THE YEAR 1957-58 AND 1966-67. THE LOSSES HAVE

BEEInI STEADILY RISING YEaR BY YEaR FROM $155,076. IN 1957-58 TO

$230,860 IN 1966-67. THERE WAS ONLY ONE YLaR IN THaT BRACKET OF TEN

YEARS WHERE IT SHOWED REDUCTION IN THE AnNUaL DEFICIT AimD THAT N/-\S IN

1963-64, V«HEN THE PREVIOUS YEaR»S FIGURE OF $173,522 REDUCED TO

$172,852, THERE CAi^^ BE REASONS FOR THIS INCREASE IN AI^InIUaL DEFICIT

AND THESE CAi4 BE ATTRIBUTED TO V\IaGES SALARIES INCREASES TO THE

MEN "WHO ARE CONCERi'JED WITH THE OVERALL OPERaTING OF THE TRaIVi SERVICE,

AND REDUCTION IN PaTRONaGE OF TRAM TxRAVELLERS.

THE Car population Hao also Had a big bearing on TnE people

USING public Tl^NSFOFtT, AS THE COUNCIL HaS BEEN aDVISED THaT IN THE

FOUR YEARS BETvVEEN 1962 AivD 1966, THE CaR POPULaTION OF VICTORIA

increased by 22 PER CENT, AiC) THIS WOULD HaVE ITS REFLECTION ON THE

POPULATION IN Pi IS AREA. MiANY POTENTIAL PUBLIC TRai^ISPORT USEFIS NOW

possess one OR TWO FAMILY CARS.

THE ESTIIvIaTED POPULATION OF THE CITY SINCE 1935 WiilCH VJaS

36,211 HAS RISEN IN 1967 TO 41,773. THE COUNCIL HaS, ON THREE

OCCASIONS, CONSIDERED THE (X^ESTION OF THE POSSIBILITY OF THE TRAMiWaY

'YSTEM BEING WITHDRAlVN'. IN 1962 THE COUNCIL .AGREED TO LCDGE ITS

E^PHaTIC PROTEST AGAINST THE PROPOSAL TO ABOLISH THi:: TRANi SYoTEM AS

"^HE METHOD OF PUBLIC TRANSPOxRT IN BOTH THE CITIES OF BE^^1DIG0 AiO
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BALLAARaT, AlviD THE BOROUGHS OF SEBASTOPOL AIO EAGLEHAWK. IT ALSO

AGREED TO WORK IN CLOSEST OO-OPERaTION WITH THE CITY OF BEinDIGO

Ai® THE BOROUGHS OF EAGLEHAViiK AND SEBASTOPOL Ai® ^■lAK£ EVERY ENDEAVOUR
TO ENSURE THE CONTINUaI^CE OF THE OPEiTaTION OF THE ELECTRIC TRAf.iWAYS

IN THE RESPECTIVE MUNICIPALITIES.

THE LATEST EXPRESSIONS OF THE BALLa;\RaT CITY COUNCIL IN REG/iRD

TO THE RETENTION OF THE PRESENT TRAfAWAY SYSTEiA IS -

THE G0U1>1CIL »\(OULD aSK TH-T THE HIESENT SERVICE BE EXTENDED TO MEET

THE EXPAi®IlNlG AREA OF BaLLaz-^.V^T aND ITS EiWIRONS Al® THaT NEW Al® MORE

UP-TO-DaTE TRAi-.S SHOULD BE PROVIDED. IT IS ALSO CdiNiSIDERED IMiPORTAlviT

TO SAFEGUARD THE EivT'LOYMENT /-u® RETENTION IN BALLA/u-iaT OF THE ENiPLOYEES

■WHO are ENG/-.GED IN THE PRESENT TRAiviWAY ACTIVITI^. THE COUNCIL IS

ADVISED THERE ARE 69 MEN WORKING ON THE TRAMS THHASELVES (INCLUDING 5

INSPECTORS); AT THE TRAivi SHEDS TH..RE ARE 18 MEN E.iPLOYED Ai® 8 MEN

Ei®/-.GED IN THE TRACK iviAlMTENAi-iCE GANG.

Ai®TH£R feature IN FAVOUR OF TRAi/iS IS THaT PiiE PENSIONER

POPULATION OF BaLLAARaT, ■viHIGi aPPROXBi/TES FOUR THOUSAi® IN THE

BALLAARAT aREa, are entitled Ai® ARE RECEIVING CONCESSION RaTES OF

travel, if a bus SERVICE WAS INSTALLED, SUCH A CONCESSION VJOULD

problably disappear, as it did in geelong. there Was some OONCERIm' that

THE BUS FARES INCREASED ABOVE Ti^A^i FARES IN THE GEELONG aRlA BUT FROM

ENQUIRY THE Al>iSWER APPEARS TO BE IN THE NEGATIVE, ALTHOUGH PRACTICALLY

THIS IS NOT SO aS THE SECTIOiiS OF THE TRAivrWAY SYSTEiv: ..ERE 7/lOTHS OF A

MILE AiMI. THE BUS SERVICES REDUCED THE SECTIONS TO 6/lOTHS OF A MILE.

AS mentioned previously, it would be IMPERaTI'VE, if the TRaMVJaY

SERVICE VJAS .ilTHDRAWN, THaT THE MUNICIPALITY SHOULD BE REIMBURSED THE

COST OF ROAD REINSTATEi^iENT ON A "NO LESS" FAVOURABLE BaSIS THAN THAT

GRAIiTED IN THE MUNICIPALITIES OF GEELONG, BEARING IN Mli® THE RISE IN

THE ROAD CONSTRUCTION COSTS SINCE THE GEELONG TRAf.WJAY SYSTBv, WAS

ABOLISHED BY AGREEiviENT IN 1955.

SHOULD THE PRESENT TRAiziViiAY SYSTB.i BE REPLACED, IT IS REQUESTED

THAT THE GO'VERNMENT EimSURE THE PROVISION OF A GOVERlMl.iENT OWNED

TRAixISPORT SYSTHvi WHICH ViiOULD BE FLEXIBLE ENOUGH TO SERVE THE GROVJING

AREA OF BaLLAaRAT AND THUS FURTHER EimSURE THaT THE PRESEOT EMPLOYEES

ARE GIVEN OPPORTUNITY TO ACCEPT SUITABLE EMPL0YI4EkT IN TillS CITY AND

DISTRJCr, BEARING IN MIND THAT iviOST OF THEM ARE MAliRIED i.iEN WITH



either ESTABLXSiiED HOKiES, OR ARE PURCHASIi-^lG HOMES, aNO UXTH CHlLLiTtW

ARE PURSUING THEIR EDUCATION IN THE FAVOURABLE AtivOSPHERE OF

BALLaaRAT * S EDUCaT IONaL CENTRES •

I  -^OULL also B.'IPHASISE THaT THE INTRODUCTION OF Ai^] aLTERI^aTIVE

FORivi OF GOVERisImENT TRANSPORT FROM THE PRESENT TRAvIUaYS WILL HaVE AN

adverse affect on the NUMBER OF CaRS vJI-IICH MIGHT PaBIC IN THE CENTRE CF

the COKilviERCIAL AREy-\S OF TiiE CITY, DUE TO REGULATION LENGTHS OF BUS

STOPS AnD TAi'CE OFF.

GONVERSELY, THE REINST.^TBAEnT OF TRAI'.. TiIaGCS A4D ELIMINATION OF

STOPS ETC, IN" THE MIDDLE OF ROaDS WILL GREaTLY ASSIST TRAFFIC FLOW Ai-O

reduce Hazards.

IT IS POSSIBLE THE BOARD WILL ilECOivij'AEND aI'O IT MAY BE ADOPTED

THaT PRIVa.'E transport be REQUIRED TO 0PE1^'.TE THE PASSEinIGER TRAIMSPORT

SYSTE'. IN THIS CITY. IF SUCH COivihS INTO bcING, IT IS NEGESSaRY IHaT

SOME AUTHORITY, OUTSIDE THE COUNCIL, BE AUTHORISED TO EuSUlHE THE

PROVISION OF THE REQUISITE TRaIMSPORT TERlMIi^LS, SUITABLE TO THE

Cp^WiUi^lITY, FROIvi WiilQi TO OPEiR-.TE, IT IS FELT THaT TbIS IS THE MOMEwT

jiHEN SUCH H Safeguard should be i-iOTed by those in auti.^rity as it is

AtPRECL-.TED THaT IF Tr.IS EVENTUATES, THERE ̂ AY BE NO FURTHER

opportunity in WHICH TO NEGOTIATE THIS REQUIRHaEi'^lT aT A LaTER DaTE.

I do Ki-iOV^J, HOvj'EVER, ThaT OTHER 0RGAi--iXSATI0i>lS uITHIN OUR ai^iEA aFIE

PROPOSING TO SUBiviIT EVIDENCE Al^ID IF THERE ARE 1-JO QUESTIONS TO ANSW^lR,

I WOULD LIKE TO THaNK THE BOaRD FOR aLLO.jIPJG TlHIS IviUNICIPaLITY TO SUBkJT

ITS CASE ViiHIO-I IS PREDOMlNAl-iTLY FOR THE RETENTION OF THE T.-Aiviv^iAYS UICiER

IMPROVED 00i\!DITI0NS OF OPER/%TING Ai^iD SERVICE, OR TO aLTERImaTIVELY

PROVIDE Ai^OTHER GOVERi'-IMENT OPEN^-TED SERVICE TO SERVE Ti-;E WiiOLE OF TiiE

AREA, WITl-lOUT AFFECTING PRESENT EviPLOYMEi-iT.

A.vL Nia-IOLSON, 0,8.E,

Town Hall, Ballaarat,
2nd April, 1968,


