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In reply, tbo OonaalQgion hod niodo Its position quito

It told CoonollG that It did not wont tho trcnrmyo and
●'●SI

clear*

^03 T^llUxijj that the Gouncllo or ootno now authoidty to bo cror.tcd
t o theiiho^iia operate thega, or that thoy should be hindad over

Hallways 7>opartgiont» or sooe ouch body, or that they should bo

Plnelly, shoal, it be the onrnioouo wish
the Goaacils ooro

eliminated_i.lto^thor^_
that the 'JoosloslJMa should operate the trtitiyf ya,

infonaed that the Cocnlealon would bo prepared to ondortako tho

duty, provided (a) that it was siven otatutory pewer to do oo, and

(b) that the operotion of the trj«*ays In rll three cltioa ahoald
to be onturedbo quite anifo:n» end aubiect to a conaon agi*ecL.ent,

into by each ramicipLl council in cver’y district conccrncO *

After e ion^ deliberation, at which the G aaiooion was

not present, the looncils onaniaously adopted the altoraativc of

Gocmission control of the traoaroys, and tho deciaicai was convoyed

to the Premier of the day (Kr* liogcn) by the Secretary of the

Hr, Hogan, in turn, Inronnod the Gooncilo that theCJonferenoc*

Oovemiaent wee willing to introduce legislation to give effect to the|

docieion of the conference ●

ttofortunntcly, while tho nanicip‘1 counclle of Bendigo and

Goclon adhCT’ed to the docl loo of the conference, tho manic pr 1

coasc;ucatly, cJ'.en iho Goorilosioacouncil of Brllorot rc udlatod It;

nnd<=» ern attempt to get the -hreo councils tnd their associated

grot^s together, to ncsotlata the terras of a oaitable ond oiuitablo <

agreonent In relation to the tranwjya, the 3 llurot Gooncll docllacd ,

to send any delegation, eo that the Gocnloaion, Inctocd of dcalin.;

with tho Cooncila ?ollectlvoIy, ao it atron::ly doalrod to do, had

dvoa then, tho intercota ofto deal with them individually.

Ballarat were put In the forefront, and, beforo negotiations were

entered into 'aith the other Gouncllc, Ballarat wno invited to meet

»  the Oommlecion alone to diocuoe tho r/hole matter and try to arrive

?he lot tor conveying the lavitatlc« wasat some ftnolity thereon,

n»rcly ’’recolved** by the Council, and no further acticn was token

with rogord to it, a ooureo, as between two public bodies, which was

very cxcoptlonol and very rogrottoblo.

The CoTEiloaion, in conscqxjcncb, weo left at arrsj* length,
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The poeition to-day wee plainly and bluntly thiat

a before him an acreement, an exocuted by the Councils

Oopiea of this agreement had beenin Bendigo and Oeelong.

plaoed in the handa of the oouncilloro prseontf and tho Bal¬

larat and Sebastopol Councils had to accept that agreeacnt ver-

batia and literatim, othorwise the Comsdaeion would not under

take the duty of operating their tramways,

ne wae there that day to clear away any doubts, nis-

appr<-’hens ions trepidations whioh the Counoilo mi^^ht feol

to whether under the agreoacnt the inter sts of the Councils,
t

the public of Ballarat and Sebastopol and the Commission wero

adeq^uately and equitably protected,

said they 43 not wauct the agreement, than tho Commlosion

would be compelled to wash its hands of the whole matter. ^The

Commission did not want to run the tx^uns for itself,

were not a tood paying conoern, and the OOTWiission did not de

sire to run them any more than tho Counollo did, but, like the

Councils, it did not want to ooc the public loft in tho lurch.

Bie Comaiaaion had, therefore, gono a lon^ wny, and made con

siderable aaorifioeo, to sec that the public was not left in

as

But, if tho Councils

They

the lurch, but, if the Councils determined to have nothing to

do with tho agreement, the trams would have to go.

The time for cagotiating the details and terms of

Ballarat had had two separate op

However, tho

the agreement had passed,

portunitiea of doing so, and had refuoed then,

agreement as it stood was open for acceptance by the Ballarat

and Sebastopol Councils, and he was only too anxious and ready
<

but it was
to explain its terms, and to give any aasurancos,

variation of the agreement could now be made,

be fair to the other aunicipalltlos which

definite that no

because it would not

had agreed to and accepted the agreement that fresh oonditiono.

less favourable to tho Conaloaion or the Bal-whethsr aorr. or

Apart from that, the mat—larat Council, should be inserted,

ter had gono too far, ao, exoept for the teaiporary political

embodying the agreement wou^.d now be beforeoriels, the measure

the House*

I
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woulA now prt>oeod to deni the ten questions

which had been aubaltted by the Council in wrltln^

with reference to the agreement. Before doinij so, however,

he wanted to eubxit to then two fundamental conaidemtiono.

T-19 first wae that the Counoila were in this matter deslin^

The Comniaaion wna just aa oanal-wlth another publio body.

tive to public aritlciaa and jiublio olMour, and public de aauda

fer fair plaj*, a;> ony other public bod. , It vrms not a private

company exiatinc^ for ̂ ain, out to make Jividenda for ohr\rc-

holdara, surxd oomin,^ to the Counoila for oonocaaiona.

It was there to nay upon whnttnrmi It

would be willing; to take over the onerous and ■ll3at:r€!eabio ob-

liostion of continuing a service to the public, which apparo;it-

That w«e the Conmiaaion’o attitude on

The boot
it

was on tho other foot.

V the public wanted*

the poeition, and it was the only one which it oould be expected

Ihe second conaidcmtlon concerned the Council*ato adopt,

claina with regard to road maintenance, an' the condition of

the tramway aervicae, clalraa which would be quite lejitinat©

if the Commit:»ion wer? a private company .’ranting to molco ^.rorito

out of the citlzena of Ballarat ml "cbantopol.

a^ain to realise that tho Commiaaion waa a public body ivlich had

to do the fair tbiny to the public, an* which could not afford

to nave a decrepit or dincreditable syjto on ita hands,

.'hethar the Comiaoion liked it or not,, Iv would have to moder

nise the trarntratf's for its own cr-dit and in tho intoroata of

the publlo it had to servo.

The poi,t he wished to mako wau thij: Far from the

Counoila havini^ trepidation ao to how the omniission wac ;^oi.ty

to behave, the Coaalsaion was intensely anxious and f®^^ ^

little tr^pidatltn aa to how the Co>mclla wore ^oin. to ticat

ere nyain, the boot

2he Co''-niaoion mii^iit t,et a very bad

bari,aln If tho pr sent strained position rritb re-., a* 1 to ’bucco

and traaowaya were to oontlnue.

hallarat to operate the tramways, and the Co.nnilo nhoul= bo

But they h .1

them in the matter of *buo compotitlcn.

was on the other foot.

If '^e Couimiasion oamc to
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guaraateeinc; uadar ao possibla olrouaataaces would the

ehargea for oleotricity supply be higher than thoso at preaont.

Consequently» so far as any Inercaee In present charges la

oonoemedt the Coxuieil was perfectly safe, no matter what hap-

If the traskways incur a heavy loss.pened to the traamyas.

the only effect will be that the prospect of reducing eleotri-

Ihe Comalasion*8city chargee will be to that extent lessened*

always was to have a downward trend in elootriclty tariffs*

If there wore no trams.as far as the finances would permit.

consequently no looses on the traas* it was obvious that

If thethe day of cheapening the tariffs would be nearer,

traaways continued to exist, and make haavy losses, according

to “tiie loss made on the traaways would the date of making re-

dttctlons in electricity tariffs be postponod.

serious the damage by ’bus competition, the leas would be the

opportunity of reducing electricity charges*

. T.-pnT-TT?MAR asked irtiat effect the loss of the load for the tram-

would have on the revenues of electricity supply.

Ihe moro

ways

CB

SIB JOHS XOnASHi When we come to Ballarat, we will introduce a

two-part tariff, and this, with our methods of exploiting the

maz^et, in encouraging the more general use of oleotricity,

would very soon restore any load we mi^ht lose by the cessa—

yhiloThe tramways load is slight.tion of the tramwaye.

it may be of importance to a local generating plant, it is not

important in a large general supply system, such as that ofi
^e Commission.

\

What of the present *bua routes will the Commission
allow or disallow?

3ir John: In re^urd to 3, I would point out that

3.

the objection to ’bus routes is competition with the tramways.

We don’t care what ’bus routes there are if they do not com—

tf

1*

t
i

pete with the traaways, but we care very much about a ’bus

Frequently, aroute that doee compete with the tramways,

’bus route will fit in with the tramways, by acting as a feeder
r4'

to them, and suoh routes we would weloome, as well ae ’bus

territories which the tramways cannot serve.routes which serv^

.1.
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don*t objtot % *bU8 routa m ouohf bat onijr when and

where they operate to reduoe tranwaye rerenue. The olaua
i

e In
  !

the adpreeaent to regulate *bu8 competition waa reoolved vdth !

applauee at the Geelong and Bendigo Conferonoea, which regarded ;

it ae emineatl/ fair and equitable* - It aeaerta the principle*

It would be perfect!/ futile for ae, without a minute knowledge

of the geograph/ of the district, and the transport needs of

the public, to ea/ which routes should be allowed or disallowed●

Indspesdent of ths fact th<%t ws object to motor omnibus

oompstition with the tramwa/s, we harv no views on specifie $

*buo routes I that is a matter for subsequent determination.

If you will aooept clause 19 in principle, we will be pre¬

pared to meet you in Ballarat in oonferenooi with, eay, repre

sentatives of the Coi^ssion (the Conuiiorolal Manager, the Legal

Officer and Mr* bobbins}, and, X think, one representative of

the Company, on one side, and one representative of each ward

and of Sebastopol, on the other side, to go into the question

of *bu3 routes* Then, with maps In front of each delegate,

ths oonfsrsnos eould embark upon a reasonable and equitable

interpretation of olauso 19» and whatovef the conference was

prepared to agree to the Coamisaion would be prepared to ac¬

cept.

A C0-'!7CILL0R aentiened one particular *bus route which ran paral

lel with a trazaway, but with the railway line in between*

Would It bo allowed?

It

served an area not served by the trams.

liiri JOrCT M0*tA8Ht lhat is a matter which might very well be dio-

The reprosentatives could Innpectcussed at the eonfsrenoe.

All ws dssix"e is a fair thing,

public convsnienos, but we don't want the tramways revenue

damaged.

ciLLQg aentiened a *bus route along Sturt Street West and

Hamilton Avenue, to Alfredton, to serve the golf links area.

Ths Company said it would not pay to put a feeder on there,

the Cemmission were the owners of the tramways, would it put

euoh a feeder on?

we don't want to limiit. t

a

If
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SIR JOaR aOIU3II< w# would iUTtStltfAtO it.

r.
mii CQLT^CILLQK* It would roooivo ovory oon8id«rutlo&?

ward a daTinlto proposal thatf inatoad of diaeuaaln^ the do~

talla of apooiflo txaaway routoa, emd txylatf to ooao to an

a£ra«ftont thoreon, wo should hsTo a oonftronoe on that matter

I don't know snoui^ about the routes at

Of ooursa it would. I aa now puttiae for*

at an early date,

this stage or the geograpby of the distriot to tacy and arrive

at an equitable eonolusion on the mattert which ie one for trw»

way experts to inves'^igate with all the facts before them* The

Conalssion knows how very seriously the Councils and the re* t

sidents of the Ballarat aurea are disturbed over the expressed

intention of the Electric Supply Compaxiy of Viotoria to inoresoe

the meter rente. We have already said in oorrespondenco that

we have no legal right to interfaro between the Counoils and

Revoz^heleaSf we regard the natter ae so impor*

tant that we have suooeeded in prevailing upon Mr. rrin^lo to

fall in with a auggeation thaty provided the Councils aooept

the offer of an early oonfar^noe on *bus routes in the spirit \

in whioh I have made ity then he will postpone any further

action in regard to inojreased meter rents and he baa

(Applause.)

the Company.

authorised me to say so here to*day.

4. Why should provinoial oitieo be treated less favour^
ably than metropolitan centres re^;arding the niain*
tenanct of roadway bet*, ten the trmoko and on
either aide?

This question evidenoos a aisunderatanding of the

position in the metropolia. It is only in existing oontraots

which were taken over by the Melbourne A Metropolitan Tramways i

Board that the provision for maintenanoo up to 18 inohes on

The provision has

In all new tram routes

S

aaeh side of the outer rails is embodied. i

been long obsoletoy and rightly so.

r

the Melbourne A Metropolitan Tramwxya Board undertakes no such

Its obligation for maintenance is limited to aobligation.

period of six months j^speotlng any portion of a road which ia |.

made by it. After this period, it has ho further obligation \
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SIR JOim MO!7.\3gt
»re iuid«r no illusions« anci realios th«*> a

coaaiderabla anouirtof aonay will hare to bo spent on the

existing tracks.

6. «tet is aeant by the "contour of the road" in clause
D  (a;, and does tiie Coausission object to
sent practice of keeping
3 feet or iwre free the
surfacest

our prc-
the crowns of the road

rails to suit the present

We do most strongly object to having the tarn

tracks converted into taain drains. In any street in which

any reoonetruction of tracks takes place, die City Engineer

alll have unqualified discretion and light to determine the

level of the road, the oroas aeotiona and longitudinal

tlons, and the Council has the right to fix the levels.

Qnam the levels are fixed, however, both the Council and the

Coaaiasion auat stick to them.

seo-

We object to the crown of

the roadway draining into the tran tracks, ana to the tram

traoka, because of hotter making and maintenance, being used

aa the main traffic section. Let the engineer advise as to
i

the rational thing to do, with regard to proper grades and

proper drainage points, ani then let the Council and the Cora-

mission, as the tramways authority* woxk to the sane levels,

the City Engineer in the first place having the right to say

t

a

what such levels should be.

7. (a). I3oes CcaBmia.iion intend to put the tram
tracks in order when they t^e over in 1931?

I have answered that in general terns. simple

answar is **Tes*’.

7. (b). If so, irfiat is the estimated time this work
will take?

\

I cannot explicitly answer that question at this

stage, twenty -one months before the date of taking over.

Can the Ceamiesion supply a llet, setting out
the order in which it is proposed to repair
tracks?

We cannot set out a list now, but long before the

date of change over we will, in consultation with the muni

cipalities, determine upon the most convenient programe.

7. (o).

J
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12.

Does the Conunisaion intend to eliminate rail
corrugations at an early date?

The answer depends upon an examination,and what re-

The simple answer is "Yoa".

What is the estimated cost of repairs to tram
tracks, and is this cost to be a charge on the
consumers of electricity in the district?

7 (d).

quires to be done.

7 (e).

It is not possible to state what the estimated cost

will be at this stage, but it certainly will be a charge upon

This does r.ot mean that wethe undertadcing in the district,

will send in bills to the consumers of electricity, setting

Of course not.out so much for repairs to the tramways.

It will aai be merged into the general expenditure, and it

*t affect the Commission’s guarantee with regard to elec

tricity charges, but it will mean that reductions in such

charges will be longer in corning about.

won

k COUNCILLOR; Much longer?

I won’t say much longer, but it will bo longer.SIH JOHN MOITASH;

Should the Commiaaion erect new buildings, etc.,
are they prepared to pay extra rates on such
improvements or additions?

The answer is ’’Ncf.

making a definite and unusual concession in agreeing to con-

●tinue the payment made as rates on the tramways property,

this connection, it should be noted that rates only are being

taken over from the Company, and that the Commission does not

intend to continue any payments made by the Company for rental

of any roadway,

9. What does the Commission propose to do with the
present trams?

8.

The Commission is already

In

If the Councils accept this agreement, the Commis¬

sion will go full speed ahead in trying to provide a decent

service for Ballarat, and will operate it as efficient-

If the Councils do not accept this agreement,

tramways

ly as possible,

the Commission will scrap the trams, and sell them for what it

can get.
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10. Docs the Coaiaiasion rocoTamend that the Council
should force the Electric Supply Ceapany to
hrin^ its tracks up to e good state of repair
before the Electricity Coaaiiaslon takes over?

We cannot interfere between the Councils and the

Company. You have your contracts with the Company for what

they are worth. You have your rl^thta and responoibilitieo,

and so has the Company, and the Coanisslon cannot, without

i

prejudicing its own position, intervene. 7e have influenced

the Company in a moral way with regard to meter rents, by in

ducing Mr. Print^le to stay his hand.

"If we can get this conference

?e put It to him thus:

on tramway matters to thrash

*^0 thing out, and the prospects are in favour of  a fair and

reasonable compromise, so that your revenues will be pro

tected, you may never have to bring in these increased metor

renta". On the strength of that, he agreed to postpone

action until further notico. In this matter of 'bus com

petition, we arc the people idxo are in a funk,

people who need to be assured of protection, and the

anoe from you that, in exercisino your legal rights, you will

We are the

aaaur—

I

j

only license such 'bus traffic as will not do the tmmwayo

undertaking harm. Zhs noise of past battles may be still

echoing in our minds, but the tiae will come when the Coun¬

cils and the Commission will realise that their interests

common, and that they are in oonmon sympathy. The Councils

will see that it is quite as much in their own interests as it

is in those of the Co'Mission, while conserving the reasonable i

interests of the travelling public, to prevent competition and J

interference with tramways revenues. If you can bring your-

are

a

selves to that state of mind, then let me ask you to put it

into force at the earliest possible moment, oven thou^ it may

be to the temporary advantage of the private company,

that for this reason:

I say

we want to take advantSoC of the time

lu

V

intervening between now and 1931» so that, by all stepping

forward in the right direction, we may take over without any

violent revolutionary changes. After tho conferonoe which I

I  ●

fc

(

A ●

/
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3u, gaat#d a^3:««d upon «hat ia fiU.r and raasonablo in tha

of *bua routos, 1 oak that it ha put into foroa as from

zMzt Jannary, and got into working ordar*

OTar« it will hara had wore than a yaar to ohapa itaelft and

In 1931 tha undartaking will paaa to new oont^ol with no

vlolant ehangas, no ravolntionai^f Innovations, and no public

hubbub or haartbumlng.

Bafora we taka

In reply to a Councillor, Sir John Xonaah amid the

CoMalsaion would not intarfaro with the prosant position of

,ttar of indifference to it whetherIt was atzwm tracks.

they ware laid in the oantra or at the alda of a road.

Sir John has stated that electricity charges will

tThat the citlxena la Ballaratbe no more than at present,

A CO rrtClLLOR;

ooncamed about is that, vdiila in Balboume the tariff isare

5|d. a xmit, they have to pay 9d« per unit, plus meter rant

If the trams are to run, and inc rax^ fuel muroharges*

lossam, there does not appear to be much likelihood of a re¬

duction of elaotriolty charges below 9d. a unit, and, carry

ing trams, the aloctrioity consumers of Ballarat will be

at m disadvantage compaured ith electricity consunera in Slel-

If the trams arc done away with, wc must have lightbourne.

cheaper.

sm Jonn moNASII read the paragraph rogording rates and charges in

I

Cooslaslon’s latter of the 14th July, 1927t viz.

The State Electricity Conmlssion gives"Sates an! Charges.*-

the absolute and une-uivooal aasuranca that under no circum-

stancaa will its ohargas be higher in any respect or in any

particular than the prices now being charged by the Company.

ry^ti tariffs referred to by tha Chairman of the Commission at

the confarenca held at this office oa the 6th instant are

!  \

hereby confirmed, but tha qualification that he then made must

that the tariffs in question arc thoseo^in !)● Stressed, i.a

I

which the Commisalon la in a position to offer to the Cities of

● ●

: _4

J ;'
:  ;_f
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15.

Ballarat and Bendigo if it were at this date in oontrol of the

It is obvious that the Corn-electric service in those cities.

niasion cannot be expected, in 1927, to enter into a binding

The tariffs quoted are,guarantee as to its charges in 1931.

i

therefore, based upon there being no material change in econo

mic, industrial or financial conditions between now and 1931.

It should be noted, for example, that the present charge for

energy in the metropolitan area under the Two-Part Domestic

Tariff is lid, per unit, as against lid. per unit quoted for

thus definitely ensuring that, all things

considered, a favourable standard of comparison will obtain in

1931.

Ballarat and Bendigo,

The Two-Part Domestic Tariff which the Commission

would, subject to the qualification hereinbefore stated, in

troduce into Ballarat aund Bendigo as an alternative, optional

tariff, is aa follows, viz.:-

Service Char/^ce,- One shilling and threepence per
room per month, irrespective of the slzb of the
house. Passages, pantries, porches, verandahs,
lavatories, bathrooms and cupboards, being regard
ed as convenience rooms, are excluded from the
count.

Energy Charge.- One penny and one half-penny per
Unix of electricity actiaallw' used.

Outdoor Lighting.- The service charge for outdoor
lighting in the cases of garages, bams, dairies
or yards, etc., is calculated on the basis that
lamps having a consumption equivalent to 100
watts, or any part thereof, represent one room.

Meter Bent.- Nil,’*

The stipulation as to there being "no change in

industrial, economic or financial conditions’* meant such a

thing as an earthquake or a civil war, or something of the sort.

He repeated to them now, in 1929, the offer made in 1927, and

they would have the same tariffs as then Indicated when the

Commission took over, if the general situation remained

The tramways would have nothing to do

with the existing chargeson electricity supply.

as it was to-day.

There was
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r: rirr gurviyori If w« raiao tha roade in fomln^ thoa in th«

future, «● nic^t have to out the« down a«elzr «t expeiuie.
f-

5IS jontf HOlTA^Ih Tou are quite safe under the afireeaont. Tou» ao

Cfity Shfineer, have the fixinc of the levels. You stick to

If at soQie subsequent date you

alter the levels, you will have some expense in alterint, tho

traa traoke.

them, and we stick to them.

!

!
s

tit; -^iTY GURyirrcRi If we fix the levels as at prosont, will you
I

ask us to out tho roade down? k
We ai£iit, but we don't tliiak you will do it.

Tou aic^ht leave it as a devout hope for tho future that the

Council will ijive you enou^ money to enable you to havo pro

per oroes eeotione for your roads.

SIR JOflH TJrASKs

With rot^ard to the 'bus business, in tho event ofJR, HAalRXGQH:

a deadlock, it is su^ested that there be an arbitrator? ?ro-

oeeding, he pointed out that a number of 'buses in Ballarat

were running 200 yardo paraulcl with the tram traclvo for co3>-

He lastaocod the ly-diard Street 'bus to thetain distancee.

1

cemetery, which waa a necessity, but which ran pars^el with

^e tram for two blocks, and could not a^oid taking soise

It was an Inatanr'e of the dif-

It served an area half a mile
traffic away from the trama,

fioulty of the 'bus problem,

farther on than was at present served by tho trams.

It looks like a question of an extension of tho31!? Jomr M0':Asnt
traowivy service. □

Would you oonoldor it?cn. FORRlnOWi

IfSIR JOiin ^3CRA3H: Tesj it would bo investiaatod.

The 'bus serves a fairly well populated area tocr., HAaSIGORi
I
J

the north—wee and is a are oon/enlenoc to the people violt— i

i,n£ tho cemetery, Iher-' are quite a number of cases in Bal

larat where 'buses, wliicb arc a great convenience, aro running

well within half a mile of the trams. In tho ovent of a dead

lock at the oonference, what would bo the outcome?

i
" 1 -
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18.

SIR JOHS UOi;XSBi Clauae 19 of the a^^reeaent aaaerts a principle.

The oozxfarence X suggest could puszle out the details, and toy

only reason for suggeating it is that we might thereby reach

If the conference does not agreo, and reachesearl/ finality*

o

a deadlock, clause 19 would still be there and operative,

the conference explores the matter, and fails to agree on ax^

particular route, it would be a case for direct negotiation be~

Ve only want a fair

If

tween the Council and the Comaission.

i
F

thing, in the light of clause 19.

If you made an extension of the tram in ary case,

the question of a *bua route there would disap.>ear.

In reply to Cr. Zent, who instanced tlie case of a

tram track In Cebastopol which crossed tho road to the wootem

side and continued there for half a mile. Sir Jolm Blonash as

sured hilt that in the event of roconstruotion the Comod-s-ion

would leave the track in its present position, if tho Council

so desired.

Gil. -lACXCy<jI

I

XXIOR OF S£BA3!rOPOL said the anxiety of Cr. Kent was di«s to

the faot that the Country Boads Board was reconstructing th®

particular roadway mentioned, and, before it was completed,

the Counoil desired to know if tho Commiaijion was likely to

require the pooition of the tram track to be altered.

CB. I understand Sir John Hoxiash to say that, unless the^

Ballarat Council agrees to the Commission taking over the tran-\

ways in 1931, the tramways in Ballarat would atop runnix;-, be

cause there would be no one with statutory authority to operate

If the Council wished to run the tram.) itself, would

tiie Comaission bs prepared to supply power to the Coimcil?

Certainly I there is nothin^ the Commission

would welcome more than the Council as the tramways authority.

^ABTIU: Has the Commission any power to stop local cntorpriacs

from generating electricity?

^sa.

CIS jc:ri coha;:i>

\  CF.

Rone whatever, for use on thoir own premisen, but

r;e have if they wish to sell electricity.

JIR JGH!? ?fOITA3HlI



19.

If you are goln^: to land the coat of the tramways upon

the Councils, it aay bocome a question of whether they should

not run the tramways and generate for themselves.

CB. -UHTIB:

If we can*t sell below what it coots to generate

by local or private plemta, we deserve to lose the business.

There are plenty of people going around and trying to sell crude

oil plants on the plea of cheaper electricity, but, when it

comes to the point of proof and investigation, it is a different

matter*

SIB JOHN MOWASn;

● r*

On the question of a flat rate, have you come to any

determination of what would be the extra cost of sendin^i elec-

MABTIH;

tricity to Ballarat?

It is contained in the Commission's letter of the

It states - "The present charge for energy

SIB JCHN MOBASH;

14th July, 1927.

In the metropolitan area under the two-part tariff is lid. per1
>

unit, as against lijd. per unit quoted for Ballarat, thus de

finitely eascurisk^ that, all things considered,  a favourable

standard of comparison will obtain in 1931 ●"

E

m
r*K

Tou have stated that the Commission has noTffB jUYOR OF BALI^ARAT;

power to prevent any private individual from generating elec-

Have'you any power to prevent thetricity for his own use.

L

Council from supplying its own citizens?

SIR JOfflf lOBASn; Yes; the Act has taken away that right from

the Council.

CR. '!ARTIW; In connection with the charges on the trams; Has any

consideration been given to what fares the Commia.jion may

charge?

There is no suggestion of any departure from theSIB JOuH MOBASH;

present fares.

The trams would automatically go out of business

altogether if the fares wore raised, as there would be no one

to carry.

CR. HARuISON;
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20.

Sir John Has Indlontad a pra't/ fair ohanoa

of olootrioilor ehtiroOa doolluint; noro rapidly If wo bal no

?ouXd the Coaaia^ion have ax^ objection to aorappin^

the tra-uit should the Counoil desire to run *buBos7 Light

*buo€8 aiioht do the work.

tramo.

\

If you don’t want the traas, we won’t have the

It the eawe tine, 1

think, as a lajnnaa, that the people have beeone used to the

trass, and would sxpeot to keep them,

traawa^'s will affect eleotrioity ohare.ea one way or the

other, excepting iusofnr as they msy dslay the lowering of

prioss.

slightest objection to sorappin. then.

I do not think tho

it: j

The lower priees will ooae much quicker ithout.  ;i?T' -Tnrinr.r

then?

X would not say such quicker. They will comeJor

quioker.
V.

BALLARAT pointed out that in the new agreoaont there

ims no clause sotting out tran fares> thus leaving the Conmia»

In the present agreement with the

These fares were up to t e

If the agreen^-nt were adopted, would it go on

' tv:o: i

Sion with a free hand.

Company the faros were set out.

Halt allowed,

F

for ever?

It is a continuing agreement! there ie no llTolt

Once the investment is laade, it has to earn revenue.

rTowever, the agreement can be varied at an ti?ne by mutual

eoneeat.

iS :i:

to it.

Li... C

It can be altered tlirough Parliaaent at any time?Tnr

fes. X would again say there is not the slight-'

est intention on the part of the Comaission to alter tho pre

sent fnros iu an upward direction.

The traaway agreement depends upon the ’buses.

2isro will be a big outozy by the public if w# interfere with

the ’bus routes.

JOr’' wo :A3IIs

; A . - r >●Crt«

AD
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I am quito unaqulrooal la reply to that queu>^j^BI

j The Qaaalaalon will have ootbioi; to 4e with tho tra*awpye

anlaaa %h9 Counoila daclda to antar Into an afraeaent to

tact auch traawa/s. [

tioat

C". TAR^T^oift How far do you think you oould ga into tha quoatlon

af axtanalooa which tha au4;gaatod oonfaranoa sii^t regard ma

nacaoaazy in place of *bus routes.

SI. jc:ir ^yTTAoH; fa are not £Oin^ to co ̂ t ouraalves at this

sta^a with regard to ma^' extensions of tha traawaya service.

i

J

< 1'
■  5

(

3ut» if the Coaalaeion'a offloera at the conference:An-n3:7>

think that any case daaianda an extension, would it be a pro-

v.-4 4.a

i' alee to the people that the extension would be ̂ de?

Proceeding, ha said the date

of the proposed confarenoe regarding *bua routes oould be

left to the lowB Clerk and the Secretary to fix for soae week

Qie Co^aalssion would meet the wishes of thein Novaaber.

sig JO^ M ::A::;n» Tee, certainly.

Council as far as it was posaihla to go in fairness to the

The terns of tho resolution whioh had been oarrlad

by the Geelon^ and Qexidigo groups of Counoila ware then dis-

In referring to this resolution, adopting the agroe-

aent asking the Oorernaiont to introduce the necosaary legis

lation to «epower the Coxolsaion to operate tho traawayu, 31r

John Monash aaid the Coaaission felt that it had  a public duty

to perform,

ter, and all the conflicting intcresto.

he thought with Justice - that what was good enough for Bendigo

and Geelong should prove good enough ̂ or Ballarat.

Ihc 0o;aais8ion*s representatives were thon asked to

retire, wliilet the Counoila diaouased the aattor amongst tlioa-

salves.

auased.

It recognised all tha diffioultiea of Idie mat-

However, it felt-

i

[
i

Sir John Monash was recalled after a time and in

vited to answer further questions.

_J
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*^AYOK (Cr. Bolster) t The feelinii of the conference is very

auch towards you, but there- are one or two vital points. One

relates to ’buses that are unlicensed, but which, owing to

the inconvenience of the tram service, are under contract to

convey ̂ irls and others to suid froa woiic. If you could see

clear to grant a conference on such matters, I thinkyour way

/ i

i
t

it would clear the air wonderfully.

-*●

The point Is that the 'buses, in carrying these

people to and from woi*, are not up against the trams,

You arc setting the cart before the horse al-

CR. MACKENZIE;

SIR JOHN ^0NA3H;

We don't care tuppence what iroutes they run or

We do care about knowing whether you are going

You cannot expect us to

together,

don't run,

to live up to clause 19 or not.

take over the traais if you arc going to run 'buses in competi-

That is the fundamental position.

You have to elect to-day whether you want 'buses or trams.

tion with the trams.

WeYou. can't have both, one in competition with the other,

won't touch the trams under any circumstancesunless the Coun-

Have what 'bus routes you like as feeders,cil is sympathetic,

but we won't have 'buses in competition with the trams. If

I amwant them, you must make some other arrangements,

a to make an offer and hand over the traos to the Council

you
\

prepareQ

of charge and give them electricity at a fair price if

We are not prepared to

oliier terms than those under which

free

they like to take it on themselves.

take on the trams on any

they wer:- taken over in Bendigo and Geelong.

^±11 you have any objection to an early 'bus?CB. MACgOrZIE;

SIR JOHir MOW ASH; I have no objection to any 'bus so long as it
We came here at the requestdoes not compete with the trams,

of the Council which was afraid of us in regard to our obliga-
We are afraid we will find anQuite the re/erse!

unsympathetic Council,

pared to accept,

all means let them have the 'buses.

tions.

That is not the position we are pre-

If the Councils prefer 'buses to trams, by

If they want the trams.
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