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FHow Street Lights Affect Grees

As is commonly known, the majority of deciduous
trees with which all garden lovers are familiar lose
their leaves in May, June and July, and are mostly
quite bare by the middle of winter, but the very
interesting fact has been observed that those
trees which line many suburban streets retain their
leaves longer when situated near street lamps than
do those further from lamps or those growing in parks
and gardens away from lights. This is even more
sharply emphasised by the fact that leaves on the
side of the trees nearest lamps stay on for some time
after those on the opposite side have fallen. This
does not mean, of course, that the period the trees
are bare is shortenéd, as they sprout correspondingly
later the following spring.

It is not certain whether this phenomenon, which
oceurs irrespective of the type of lamps near which
trees are situated, is caused by the effects of light or
heat, or a combination of both,

The accompanying photographs, which were taken
by Mr. H. D. Kempson, Supt. District No. 7, Metropoli-
tan Branch, shows a line of trees of the poplar variety

in Smithfield Road, Flemington, and clearly illustrate
the foregoing.

THE RESPONSE OF PLANTS TO LIGHT
By A. C. SANDOW, Rural Service Engineer.

The influence of light upon the growth and fruition
of plant life has been for many years not merely
the subject of general observation, but has been sub-
jected to critical analysis by biologists in gifferent
parts of the world.

Recent research has shown that the growth, flower-
ing and fruition of plants is controlleq largely by the
tot.altsnumber of hours of light experienced by those
plants.

As early as the year 1920 Messrs. W. W. Garner
and H. A. Allard, Physiologists to the United States
Department of Agriculture, had, by reason of a series
of tests, grouped plants into “long day” and “short
day” categories.

It is relevant to observe that plants which bloom
in spring and autumn in Melbourne do so because in
their natural environment they receive about 12 hours
of effective daylight (they are in the “short day”
class). Those which flower in mid-summer do so
because they experience a total of 15 hours of effective
daylight (they are in the “long day” class).

The findings of Garner and Allard (and others)
were of considerable importance, since increasing the

the duration of the illumination period has consis-
tently resulted in initiating or inhibiting the growth
and reproduction of plants, depending upon whether
the plants employed normally required long or short
days for proper development.

Length-of-day experiments were conducted in Vic-
toria as early as 1929, by the Department of Agriculture
at the Werribee Research Farm, with the co-operation
of the State Electricity Commission regarding equip-
ment, the subjects of the tests being different varities
of wheat.

Several conclusions highly important to the work of
plant breeding were reached, but the most important
development, now practised as normal procedure at
Werribee, is the adjustment of light to produce the
annual seasonal variation over a shorter period, en-

abling the production of three or four generations in
one year and greatly facilitating the work of the gene-

ticist.  Excellent results have been achieved with
wheats, oats and barleys,

Later experiments conducted by the Electrical
Development Division, and to which the advent of
sterner duties put an end, have been devoted to the
irradiation of roses and gladioli, the objective being
the production of early blooms.

It is not possible to offer any conclusive judgments
regarding the phenomena exhibited by the poplar trees
in the very interesting photographs taken by Mr.
Kempson.

It can, of course, be said that the essential growth
reaction proceeding in a plant is made possible by the
action of light (promoting a greater carbon dioxide
assimilation) and the growth of a plant is largely
determined by its light experience.

The sides of the trees adjacent to the lighting
standard are, of course, subjected to illumination for
24 hours per day throughout the whole year.
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Grivmph for our Gramway Conductresses

: FILL ALL PLACES IN “MOST POPULAR” COMPETITION

The most popular conductress competition on beha}f
of the Prisoners of War Fund, which began in April,
concluded on 31st August in a veritable triumph for
our representatives in Ballarat, Geelong and Bendigo,
for they filled all the places in that order, and raised
£7,055 of the total of £15,077 realised.

Hearty congratulations can be well bestowed, for
each of the three candidates concerned scored a
distinet personal triumph, and the result must have
been just as pleasing to their colleagues, because the
generous support the candidates received from the
citizens of our provincial cities would not have been
so readily and enthusiastically forthcoming had not

our conductresses earned the goodwill of everyone by

Mrs. Sylvia Mitchell.

the courteous and efficient service they have given to
the public since their appointmnt to our Tramways
about two years ago.

To all in our service the achievement of the Com-
mission's represenfatives was a source of very great
pride, and in upholding so splendidly the prestige of
our service they raised a very substantial sum -of
money for a eause near to all our hearts. We Know
that every reader of the “Magazine” will desire to add
to the congratulations and good wishes which have
been showered on the winner of the competition, Mrs.
Sylvia Mitchell, of Ballarat. And more than a mere
word of praise is due to each candidate’s efficient,
energetic and enterprising committee.

The results of the competition in round figures were
as follow:—

Ballarat (Mrs. 8. Mitchell) ... .. £3,580
Geelong (Miss J, McCurdy) .. .. 1,750
Bendigo (Mrs. D.. Rosewarne) ... 17725
W L p v TR i P S P L S
Camberwell ... ... .. L e L LTI ARG
Gensnal VBUe Ity WU TRE ST T b
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Miss J. McCurdy
Hanna Street .. .. .. .. .. oo .. 973
PrOStOnSaie (8 0 " Ll e 836
Brunswick 787 v
Ml Ve . L. 187
Head Office (MM.T.B.) .. 491
Port Melbourne ... .. ... ... .o . 171
£15,076

Mrs. D. Rosewarne,

£

The beautiful frangipanni is the emblem of the
Territory, and there is a saying that while it blooms
all is well. In 1937 Rabaul suffered a very serious
earthquake and volcanic eruption, and the entire
population was evacuated to safer areas. The town
was completely covered with pumice, and all vegeta-
tion either died or lost all its foliage through its
covering of silica. - However, the eruption ceased, the
rains came, and the frangipanni bloomed again.
Afterwards an annual frangipanni ball was held for
the hospital as a thanksgiving for the town’s deliver-

A typical plantation scene, Rabaul.

ance. In June, 1941, Matupi again erupted, and acting
on the advice of volcanilogists, the Gevernment depart-
ments were actually in the process of being moved to
Lae when the Japanese arrived.

All through - New Britain the Roman Catholic,
Methodist and Seventh Day Adventist Churches ran
Missions, most of them working profitable plantations,
surrounded by fine buildings and grounds.

After leaving Rabaul, one drove along the coast
bordered by palm-fringed beaches piled with white
and tinted coral, to Vulean, a dormant volcano, which
in 1937 rose out of the sea to a height of 900 feet in
fr?a‘?s%gr%f pTéx;ﬂroad gag to be cut through towering

ce and has been like to
Death Valley in Arizona. B Araed, Y, Many
Nineteen miles down the coast, at the entrance to

the harbour, lay Kokopo, one time German capi
i ; _ pital
Herbertshohe, the centre of the main plantation dis-

trict, which extended all 1
inland for some miles. VA ik o e ki
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Kokopo, though small in itself, was the heart of a
very busy community and the outlet for the agricul-
tural products. The unofficial headquarters of this
settlement was the Kokopo club, where the district
met every Saturday and Sunday at least for social
gatherings. The men of the 2/22nd Battalion will
remember the splendid hospitality extended to them
at the Kokopo Club during their stay in 1941.

Not far from here one came to the Vunapope Mission,
whose headquarters incidentally were in Germany,
though its Bishop was Polish. From here onwards lay
the plantations, and as far as the eye could see were
miles and miles of coconut palms. These plantations
were expropriated from the Germans after the 1914-
1918 war, and their owners returned to Germany
adequately compensated. They were then sold to
Australian returned soldiers, who gave up good posi-
tions down south, and put, not only their capital,
but the best years of their lives in developing the
Territory. !

The term “indentured labour” is a mystery to many
and has been either ignorantly or wilfully miscon-
strued so that it is only fair to make some explanation
here. When a “white master” needed boys for his

This was called the “black-out.” It was four o'clock in
the afterncon.

labour line he contacted a recruiter who was approved
by the Government. This man approached “luluais,”
or head men of villages, and with their consent engaged
boys for work, all expenses being paid by the pros-
pective employer. Before being signed on, each boy
was medically examined at a native hospital to ensure
that he was physically fit and over the age of 14,
He was then taken to the district office and of his
own free will signed on for a two or three years con-
tract., He was then given a blanket, eating bowl.
spoon, lap lap and a wooden box with hinge and

[Concluded on page 41.



Staff Fobbies

H.i§ art and his personality have made Mr. Gordon
Pontin, of Building Department, Richmond, one of
Melbou;ne‘s best known and most popular amateur
entertainers. He has given lavishly of his services
wherever there are sick people to be diverted or good

causes to be helped, and as he indulges in his art
purely as a hobby, I felt a sense of great gratification
V{he}} he consented to tell the readers of the “Maga-~
gmefe ujusf hoiw it is done. I am quite sure many will
e 1ollowing in his footsteps after i ‘
difon ps studying his “lesson
“Probably most people regard conjuri
; r ng as a pro-
feSS{on,'but in my case it is purely g h%bby, aer a
gscmatmg one, too. One of my first shows was at
the age of 15 years, in the old Base Hospital, St. Kilda
510&& during the last war. Since then I have appeared
| 1 numerous concert parties at various
institutions and hospitals. i peRigple
“I had a good start as a magician, for my f
was one before me. But anyone can become 3;, xﬁgﬁf
cian —and a good one—if he is prepared to practise
thoroughly and assiduously. Still, the same ‘if’ applies
wherever skill in any art is to be achieved. Shoulg T
seem to }abqur the necessity for practice, it is simply
begause its importance cannot be stressed too much.
The most important secrets of the art of magic

FHow to become a

MAGICIAN Np. 48

By C. J. White.

have been kpown to a few, who have jealously guarded
them, knowing that the more closely they concealed
the clues to their mysteries the more would those
mysteries be valued. However, there is hardly a trick
performed on the stage which the amateur may not
do. I have seen most of the masters of magic in action

at our Melbourne theatres, and h: 5
lot from them. J ave learned quite a

“:A magician on a concert programme, or even at a
social evening, can often convert into a bright show
what threatened to develop into a dull one. I recollect
once bemg asked to a house party to aid church funds.
'I.‘he. evening opened with the usual recitations and
singing — all most conventional and dull. In an en-
deavour to introduce 'some animation into the pro-
ceedings, someone suggested that I might give an
item. All T could get was a pack of cards and some
writing paper and envelopes. After doing a few card
tricks, I handed round pieces of paper and envelopes
to various persons, asking them to write a question

on the paper and then
gathered them on a trg
a time, not only stated
but also answered thes
the envelopes. The it
impetus, and I mentio

Seal it in the envelope. I then
¥, and holding them up one at
the questions they contained,
€ questions without opening
°In gave the evening a new
D the incident to show how
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interesting simple feats of magic can be, even where
the space is small and the facilities meagre.

“There is a vast difference between telling how a
trick is done and doing it. However, the beginner may
rest assured that if he closely follows the instructions

No. 3.

given with the tricks he buys, and practises diligently,
he will be able, in due time, not merely to astonish
his friends, but to be quite a useful and popular figure
at evenings and concerts, etc. He will be able to do
tricks with coins, packs of cards, compel chosen cards
to rise spontaneously from the pack, produce articles
frain hm'ukerchi(‘fs and Bft e{lzlgsthby the dozen fl‘OI;]l
7 hoxes, and esecute all those wonders whic
{’:glf)a(z; nitherto deenied the exclusive property of the
real masters of magic. A wizard is not to be made
in a day, and he who would attain excellence must
be content to proceed as he would with musie, drawing
or any other accomplishment; he must begin at the
beginning, and practise until he attainsg the coveted
dexterity.

“The conjurer’s first rule is never to tell the audience
beforehand what he intends to do. If he does so, he
at once gives their vigilance the direction which it is
most necessary to avoid, and thus increase tenfold
the chances of detection. Here is an illustration:
There is a very good trick in which the performer,
after borrowing a handkerchief, gives it to someone
to hold. When it is returned, it proves to be torn into
small pieces. It is again handed to the holder, who is
instructed, in order to restore it, to rub it in a particular
manner. When again unfolded, it is found to be in a
long strip. These effects are produced by successive
adroit substitutions, and the whole magic of the trick

consists in the concealment of the particular moment
at which each substitution is effected. Now, if you
were to announce to the audience beforehand that
you were about to cause the handkerchief to appear
in several pieces, or in a long strip, they would at
once conjecture that the trick depended on an ex-
change, and their whole vigilance being directed to
discover the moment of that exchange, you would
find it all bus impossible to perform the trick without
detection. If, on the other hand, you merely roll up
the handkerchief and ask someone to hold, it the
audience, not knowing what you are about to do, has
no reason to suspect that you have handed him a
substitute; and when the transformation is exhibited,
the opportunity of detection will have passed away.

“And now with the aid of the accompanying photo-
graphs, I shall explain some of my tricks:—

“No. 1—Shows quite a number of my tricks, and it
might be just as well to mention that the ‘2’ on my
apparatus means ‘Zellverno, my 'stage name.

“No. 2—The opening of umbrella trick; the umbrella
is rolled up in a piece of brown paper.

“No. 3—A small box is opened, showing it empty.
Afterwards the cover is produced from the box.

No. 4.

“No. 4-—A cardboard cylinder, a glass and seven
coloured silks. Silks are placed in the glass and
covered with the cylinder; then cylinder is removed
finding glass and silks gone.

“No. 5—The trick is completed. The umbrella is
pulled out of the brown paper, minus the cover, but
in its place are the seven coloured silks tied to the
ribs. This is quite a startling trick, and I'll give an
idea of how it is done. There are various substitutions.
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The brown paper —not as innocent as it looks — really
contains a substitute umbrella. The box has a secret
holder for the cover. The glass holding the silks dis-
appears into a servante on the table. To complete
the trick, the substitute is pulled from the brown
paper with the silks tied to the ribs.

“No. 6.—Chinese linking rings. Each ring being
linked and unlinked at will,

“Nos. 7 and 8.—Introduces the production box and
eges.

“No. 7—Shows the box open and empty and then
closed.

“No. 8—On opening the box again, I get a few dozen

- eggs which are handed one at a time to a small girl,

who in turn passes them to a boy. Of course, by the
time he tries to hold a dozen or S0, they start to fall
on the floor. This trick causes quite a lot of laughter.
Eggs Ere too rare and expensive these days for such
a trick.

“Nos. 9. and 10—Introduces the well-known rope
trick. Two ends of the rope are tied making a circle.
Then cutting the rope in the centre, it again is tied,
making two pieces of rope and two knots. At the
request of someone in the audience either the left or
right hand knot is untied, leaving a knot in the centre
of the rope. Taking a pair of scissors, the ends of
the knot are trimmed until the Tope is one long piece
again.

“There is another trick which has quite a brilliant
effect. A canary is taken out of a cage and placed
In a paper bag, which in turn is burnt. Then, remoy-
ing a cover that had been Placed over the cage we
find the bird safe and sound back in the cage. An-
other trick which I have performed with great success
is .as follows: Three rings are borrowed from the
audience and are smashed to pieces with a hammer.
The pieces are then placed in g bag and disappear.
Then a box which has been in fy)1 view from the
beginning of my performance is picked up and opened,
and a second box taken out, and also opened. The
second box contains a thirg box, in which the three
rings are found, each with a posy of flowers attached.
The three boxes used in this trick can be seen in
No. 1 photo.

“I feel I must say something about ‘illusions,” which,
of course, are performed on stage.

“l. Sawing Through Lady.—A lady is tied hands and
feet, then placed in a box which is closed. The
performer, with a cross-cut saw, saws through the
box. The two halves are then pushed apart, the head
of the lady protruding from one hgalf and her feet
from the other. The box is then pushed together,
and on being opened, the lady steps out safe and
sound.

“2. The Disappearing Lady—TLady reclines on &
table and is covered with g black cloth. Upon com-
mand, the lady rises aboye the head of the magician,
who then passes a white hoop over her body and,
taking hold of the black cloth, pulls it away, only
to find the lady hag disappeared,

“3. Shooting Through Lady—The performer fires a
gun at a lady and from the gun comes a bullet with
ribbon attached which passes through the lady into
a target at her back,

“The§e. are very startling illusions and are quite
entertaining.

“No article on magic would be complete without
some reference to the much-discusesd Indian rope-
trick, reputed to be performegq by Hindu magicians on
street corners. ITn this Supposed trick, the magician

throws a long rope into the air and a boy climbs up
and disappears. It may come as a surprise to my
readers to learn that this is nothing more than a tale,
for such a trick has never been performed in India.
I have met people who say they have seen it per-
formed, but they have never been able to substantiate
their statements. I have learned that magicians haye
offered large sums of money for the trick, but have
never been able to see it even. Magicians have their
own version which, of course, is quite different from
the supposed Indian rope-trick.

“I was once asked by a friend of mine to witness
a young lad do his first conjuring performance. After
seeing the lad, I gave him a few points, and wished
him well. Sometime afterwards I met my friend, and
asked him how the young magician was getting on.
My {friend laughed, and said: ‘Magician’s right; he
went in for it in a big way. First, he made the firm’s
funds disappear, and then disappeared himself.’

“In conclusion, I would like to thank Mr. Charlie
White for the opportunity of contributing this article.
He is to be congratulated on taking such an interest
in employees’ hobbies, and it is because of the interest
I have found in the hobbies of others that I have
been encouraged to describe mine. T think he is doing
a wonderful job for us all. So with the few words I
Say when I complete my performance, “That con-
cludes my experiments; I hope you have enjoyed them;
I thank you.”

RCI bG u | —(concludeqd) .

padlock in which to keep his personal belongings, It
is very noticeable after about three months how much
better plantation boys are Physically and mentally
than when they first came from the villages, and the
fact that most of them made new contracts with the
Same master time and time again of their own free will
proved that they were happy and well-treated. Though
their wages appear small by g white man’s standards,
1t is not generally known that, apart from actual
cash, the bhoys were issued with anl their food, living
quarters, lap laps, medical supplies and treatment,
tobacco, matches and soap, weekly. In addition, they
were allowed a plot of land where they grew natives’
foods, which they sold at prevailing prices, and raised
pigs, so that at the end of a contract they returned
to their home village on three months’ furlough (also
part of the contract) many pounds to the good.

The main commodities of New Britain were copra,
cocoa and rubber, Very excellent coffee was grown
anc} used locally, also tobacco, kapok and peanuts,
besides all varieties of tropical fruits. Rice would
grow along the river flats, and tea would most probably
do well on the hillsides,

As part of the “New Order” in Australia perhaps
the importance of the Islands and the needs of the
planters will be more fully recognised.

One so often reads the catch phrase, “exploitation
of the natives” by certain members of the community,
and so little is known of the undouted exploitation of
the planters — returned men of the last war. Many
of these have lost their lives, and others are in
Japanese prison camps, their wives in Australia with-
out any allowance while thousands of pounds are still
oWing to them on copra sold to the compulsory copra
pool in 1941,

Well may they wonder if the frangipanni will eyer
bloom again. _
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FROM HERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE

Spr. R. Gill (Bendigo), RAE, AIF, writes to us to tell us
now appreciative he is of the “Magazine” and ‘‘Pals’ News.”

Returning home from Lae some months ago he had enjoyed
h doing intensive

a good leave. At present he was up Nort:

training. Proximity of camp to the beach and 'a regular

vehicular service to a nearby town were among the ameni-

ties they were enjoying, so they were “not doing too badly.”

Like many others, he is looking forward to settling down

in his old position.with the S.E.C.
Sgt. Geo. L. Wadeson (Yarraville), RAAF, looks forward
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his pre-e;:l‘_stment'_days.

more dangercus.

torrential

he finds time to assist at entertainments with his banjo
and mouth organ, for which he is so well remembered in

Sgt; L. Lee (Aﬁ"‘) spent part of his leave in Benalla, and
iven a warm welcome.

wI;ea: %;ag for some time in N. Queensland, where he had
good surfing. Subsequently he went further morth on the
mainland, where sharks and coral reefs made surfing much

because of crocodiles, it being necessary for one man to
stand guard with a rifle while another had a dip. However,

ical comfort, although it doesn’t dampen the boys’
ggﬁis Nightly picture shows, out in the open, with
seating accommodation on the side of a hill, are held, rain
or fine, the slope allowing the rain to get away quickly.
No one would dream of leaving just because of a deluge.
Les, on leave and in his letters, gave us more interesting
accounts of his experiences. While up North he had met
Cpl. Arthur Gourley, who had since made a call on N.E.

colleagues during leave. <

RICHMOND MEMBERS
rks Division received visits from the RAAF in the
pegzgns of Pat Delahenty (Stores Dept.), Don Male (Works
Clerical), Harold Gross (Meter Records Section) and Les.
Yarnton (Meter and Tests Dept.). Les Harcourt (AIF),
previously Works Clerical, called to see the office staff on
the first day of his 24 days’ leave.

METROPOLITAN BRANCH MEMBERS

Congratulations are offered to the following personnel on

their recent promotions:—
LAC J. F. Hanson (Cons. A/cs.), RAAF, England, to

Pilot Officer.
P/O. L. A. Jonas (Dist. Division), RAAF, S. Africa, to

Flying Officer.
Flt/ggt.gA. J. Crowe (Cons. A/cs.), RAAF, Aust., to Pilot

Officer.
LAC Icie S. Da Costa (Collections), RAAF, Aust., to Pilot

Officer.
Lieut. J. 8. Kerr (Acctg. Dept.), 2nd AIF, Aust., to Cap-

tain. Captain Kerr was mentioned in despatches
recently for service in N.G.
Flt/8gt. D. G. Tointon (Acctg. Dept.), RAAF, England,

to Pilot Officer.
Flying Officer A. E. Dick (Field Clerks), RAAF, Aust.,

to Flight Lieutenant.
Sectiongomcer (Miss) A. E. Allen (Cons. Eng. Divn.),
WAAAPF, to Acting Flight Officer.

The following are copies of letters received by Mr. A, E.
Hingeley, of Metro. Branch, from F/O, C. A. Gregory, RAAF,
Canada, and Capt. A. H. Martin, 2nd AIF, Aust.:—

From P/0. Gregory.

“¥You certainly are doing a grand job with your Adminis-

trative Section letter service. It’s swell to hear all the news
and receive copies of letters from the lads on the 4th floor,
and from all accounts they all seem to be receiving their
share of the fun. Herb. Martin has, I see, at last got his
chance, and no doubt Lindsay Synnott will soon be on the
job, while, of course, Schroder continues on his merry
way. There will be a host of tales to tell when we all get
back, and the Lord forbid that mine should all relate to
fun and games while instructing. AS you say, my main
‘beef’ i8 the same thing, and I have now reached the
prayerful state — the chief instructor here will soon have
to post me for some peace and quletngss.

“I was sorry to learn that Mr. Meakin's son was reported
missing, but perhaps some good news has come ere this.
So many of the lads have gone their way in this show and
still it seems hard to realise that you won't be able to
have a drink with them or a game of tennis. At present
I am still operating from the same station and adding a
little more experience at odd times. Had a structural
fallure at night, and had to do a crash landing — luck was
with me again, and the students and myself hopped out
without a scratch. This place is the Wwindiest spot on
earth, and trying to taxi a three-ton aircraft around in a
60-70 m.p.h. wind is no fun.

“8till, the life here has its compensations, and I have
Just returned from two weeks’ leave in the States, having,
as usual a really grand time. My pal and I flew down, via
Salt Lake City, to San Francisco, spending a week there,
then on to Los Angeles and Hollywood. Salt Lake City, the
Mormon centre, is really a beautiful clty and was, I belleve,
laid out by the same surveyor as Melbourne — no doubt
that accounts for it!! San Francisco is still my pick of
cities throughout my travels, even if this time I left quite
a little for the beautification of the local race track, whicp,
Incidentally, needs it to come up to Flemington standarqs’

“Los Angeles was s dlsappointment, but that was Probaply
due to my expecting a city of golden streets and fabuloyg
bufldings. Actually it is straggly and with many Spots
éven more congested and crowded than Sydney, although

”PALS’ E\EEWS"
Our Two-Monthl

Since our Aug;
in “Pals’ News,"
Supply Magazine

S.E.C

several of the spots are really beautiful. Most of our time

was spent around Hollywood visiting the many publicised
spots, namely,
Theatre (with
many other such spots.

The Chinese
in concrete),
§ We were fortunate in getting on
Before retumning to the Islands ¢ %0 i 0r R R O studios, seeing a few shots being made.
One must hand it to the Americans; they certainly have
this fake business and advertising down to a fine art, and
e To see a picture in the making
The rivers offered little better scope, [ iec it hara to belleve that they could ever achieve the
finished product of such reality.
Grant, Dick Powell, and quite a few of the feminine leads,
rains ‘provide more water than emough for T "0 o candidly surprised to note that they are, quite
often, more attractive off the screen than on it.

“Afraid that’s about all the news for the moment — your
suggestion about papers is more than well received, and I
would certainly appreciate an odd Melbourne ‘Sun’ now and
then. I hope that you finally get around to seeing my wife,
Jess, and the baby; the youngster seems to get cuter each
snap I receive.

“My kind regards to all at the office.”

From Captain Martin.

““No cracks about this being overdue.

answered your note with the Schroder/Gregory enclosures
some months ago.

“‘Synnott said he intended dropping you a line. I haven’t

seen him for some two mon
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“Don’'t know what the future holds in this Island — the

dea appears to be to let them starve out — much cheaper Y no means forgotten.

W.0.1 G. Reid (17

“Life is really pleasant, and we are now eating in regal
style —the best since I've been in the Army; very little
M. & V., bully, etc., these days.

‘““‘Hope Schroder gets a chance to visit home soon — he has
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There are plenty of ’roos about, and emus, while foxes and
wild pigs are not uncommon. The jndustries are chiefly
primary, of course, and the country round about is used
~extensively for sheep-farming. A special cheerio for
Geelong friends.

Cfn, P. Bennett (4/8/44), Bendigo, tells us that his present
camp is situated within a short distance of the W.A. capital
city. “There is ample leave, and what I haven’t seen of
the city isn’'t worth seeing. The weather is warming up,
and I have hopes of getting in a lot of swimming ere we
vacate the area. The various competitions are starting
soon. I go in for soccer, and have had two games, and boy,
am I stiff in the joints.”

Cpl. P. Moncur (27/7/44), Yallourn, gives a short resume
of his career since leaving the Commission. It is now two
and a quarter years since he enlisted, and during that time
he has shifted about quite a bit. He went first to Ballarat,
where he spent three or four months on what, he feels
sure, must be the coldest spot on earth — bar none! After
leaving Ballarat, he spent two short but enjoyable periods
at Ascot Vale, Melbourne, and Bradfield Park, Sydney, and
then proceeded on to Townsville, Queensland. Townsville
has taken to itself the name of “Queen City of the North,”
but our friend’s opinion of it, at least under war time
conditions, did not by any means justify that claim. Ten
of (he most boring and depressing months of his career
were spent here, and he has no desire at all for a repeat
performance. He then proceeded to the world-renowned
tropical paradise of New Guinea, and has been there now
for about twelve months, and finds life bearable,

Spr. W. McCombie (26/7/44), Metro., thanks the Committee
for Pals’ News. Since last writing he has had another trip
to hospital with the malaria bug, but has fully recovered
again and going strong once more.

Cin. R. G. McFaull °(10/8/44), Metro., expresses his grati-
tude for Pals’ News and offers congratulations on the pro-
gress made by F.U.P.S. since its single type-written sheet
days. In passing, he mentions having taken part in the
7th Division march through Brisbane, which was, he be-
lieves, a fine spectacle for the onlookers, He thought the
reception was a little half-hearted, due, perhaps, to the
fact that these Northern folk have had nothing but parades
since the war started. Jack Ansell and Lieut. Dimsey are
two S.E.C. chaps he has met.

Bdr. H. J. Holland (23/8/44), Metro., is impatiently waiting
to be posted, but since damaging his ankle in an accident
on a 25-pounder, he has been kept back from his mates in
New Guinea. After so long in the services, he finds there
are only two places —right in or right out. Henry hopes to
be married on his next leave.

Lieut. J, D. Swann (12/8/44), H.O., regards mail as a God-
send, and particularly so when one can read of the doings
of so many chaps from the S.E.C. brigade in all theatres
of operations. Hasn't seen rain for nigh on six months
now, but from all acocunts understands that Melbourne’s
issue makes up for all they miss. There are plenty of
buffaloes, crocs., and Aussie wild life to be seen for the
looking, and similarly plenty of mossies, lizards, sandflies,
ete., which do not need to be looked for, but make their
presence felt in their own pecular ways — and how!

F/0. G. Schroder (22/7/44), Metro., has been indulging in
& ten days’ leave spent up in the hills near Kandy. Spot
reminded him very much of Warburton. Wizard golf course,
but balls are the difficulty, especially when your caddie
thieves them, and later tries to sell them back to you for g
couple of chips.

F/0, B. C. Lauritz (19/7/44), Metro., has something in-
teresting to write about, as he has just spent s week at
Oxford University on a week’s course. These courses have
been in operation for about nine months or go and serve
a double purpose, First an opportunity is provided of
listening to the cream of English lectures without the
prospect of an examination, and secondly, they are g«
common meeting ground for all ranks of the Allied Services,
There were about seventy on this course, and all ranks from
private to colonel were represented, as well as Poles, Bel-
glans, Canad}ans, Americans, Australians, English and Scots.
“We were billeted in Balliol College and lived, T should
imagine, much the same way as the students do. Actually,
the lectures took up the least part of our time — two hours
2 day to be precise -— and the rest of the day was spent in
more pleasurable occupations. For example, one day we
were fortunate enough to hear Lord David Cecil speak on
The Elizabe‘han Stage, in the morning, then to 80 out to
the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre at Stratford-on-Avon the
same afternoon and witness an Elizabethan Play — Ben
Johnson’s Volpone. Stratford is 2 delightful town, I had
flown over it a couple of times before, and registered g vc;w
that I would visit there. There was g carnival atmosphere
about the place the day we were there — boating on the
river, pecple sunning themselves on the lawns at the side
of the river, and crowds in the stréets, There are altogether
I think twenty-one different colleges in Oxford, and we
saw over a few of them one afternoon. Some of the chapels

are really beautiful, as good as you’ll see anywhere in
England, and that’s saying something.”” Ben desires it
known that he has not acquired the Oxford accent.

Sgt. R, E. Mainard (16/7/44), pays tribute to the men who
fought and died to regain lost territory in New Guinea and
make Australia safe. You have probably read volumes on
the subject, seen innumerable photographs and pictures,
and also viewed moving pictures of it. However, you can-
not, even partially, appreciate the courage and endurance
of those men unless you see the country over which they
fought. The rugged, mist-enshrouded mountains, nearly
four times as high as any he had seen previously; the dark,
hot, steamy jungles and racing streams. You have to see
them, feel the heat and oppression and the discomfort of it
all, and experience the malaria and dengue-carrying mos-
quitoes, combined with all sorts of flying and crawling
things to make lives as unhappy as possible. Spiders,
snakes, lizards and scorpions of every colour, size, shape,
etc., are the main items on the debit side of insect life.
The corresponding credit items (flora and fauna) include
beautiful butterflies, moths, beetles, trees, birds, flowers,
etc, and all these are vividly depicted in Sgt. Mainard’s
letter. The natives seem to be a very fine people, clean,
sturdy, intelligent and friendly. The development of N.T.
after th war is emphasised by our writer, who admits, “I
wouldn’t mind returning there after the war,” as he
prefers N.T. to New Guinea and Queensland. y

Sgt. K. W. Blundell (13/8/44), Metro., is fortunate in
having his wife residing only a couple of hours’ journey
away from his camp (Richmond, N.S.W.), They have taken
every opportunity to explore the beauty spots around Sydney,
and recently had a great week at Katoomba, climbing up
and down and around the mighty cliffs, wandering around
cascades and through quiet forests and ferny glades, or
standing on the cliff-tops to survey the rugged grandeur
of the valleys. All he wants now is a trip back to good
old Melbourne.

Spr. F. B. Anderson (25/7/44), Geelong, states: ‘“One week-
end I had the opportunity of seeing a native dance in one
of the villages only a few miles from camp (New Guinea).
All the men were painted in red paint and clay on the face
and body plus strange hats made of bamboo and ledger
paper, and the women in long cactus dress with flowers in
their hair and dresses. They all danced and sang to the
tune of their drums, but unfortunately I had to leave just
before dark.” Sincere wishes are extended to all, especially
to members of the Geelong Branch.

Similarly abpreciative letters have been received by.‘Pals’”
from the following:—

Cpl. H. A. Quake, Richmond; Tpr. V. Connaughton, East.
Metro.; Sgt. L. J. Laughton, Metro.; Cfn. A. Smirk, Metro.;
Cpl. D. C. Smith, Metro.; Pte. L. A. Hoare, Ballarat; Pte.
A. D. Johnston, Ballarat; LAC H. O. Doeherty, North
HEastern; “Frank’” Hassall (WRAN), North Eastern; Opl.
R. J. Walker, North Eastern; S/Sgt. A  J. Kilbey, Metro-
politan; Lieut. K. R. Macgregor; Bdr. E, C. Ralston; Gnr.
D. F. Horsburgh; Cpl. G. Watson; Cfn. A, Kincaid; Cpl.
J. H. Brown; Sgt. F. E. Burke; Gnr. W. Rnight; LAC V. W.
Curtis; P/O. A. Heagney; Cpl. I. Cass; Cpl. R. J. Walker
(N/E.); F/Sgt. C. M. Fox (H.O.); LAC K. Patterson (N/E.);
Lieut. W. Bravington (M.); and LAC T. K. Grifiths (Bend.),

Sgt. L, J. Laughton, Metro.; LAC C. Hanrahan, North East,-
Dvr. W. J. Lowe, Metro.; Stoker P. O. Hall, F.R., Geelongf
Cfn. K. Skewes, Metro.; Cpl. D. C, Smith, Metro.; Pte. L. A’
Hoare, Ballarat; Sgt. H. V. Rose, Metro.; Cpl. J. Norris,
East. Metro.; Pte. S, R. Curtis, Metro.; Spr. R. W. Allan,
Metro.; Bdr. A. R. Longmuir, Metro.; Cpl. J. W. Graham,
H.O., LAC G. R, Carter, Metro.; P/O. A. D. Windmill, Metro.;
LAC H. G. Stevenson, Ballarat; Cpl. D. T. Gunnell, Bendigo;
Lieut. V. M. Jones, South West.: Gnr. L. Elliott, Geelong;
Spr. H. Riley, Geelong; LAC W. L. Taylor, Richmond; Cpl.
H. V. Smith, North East.; ¥/0. J. G. Sullivan, Metro.: Gnr,
L. N. Mawson, Geelong; F/Sgt. A. R. Hopkins; Spr. W.
McCombie; Cfn, R. G. McFaull; Sgt. K. W. Blundell; F/Sgt.
R. J. Letten; F/O. C. Gregory; Sgt. N. L. Lamande: L/Bdr.
M. Kuhn; Spr. W. Ingham; Cfn. A. Smirk; S/Set. H. L.
Holt; Pte. F. D. Goodall; Gnr. J. A. Willimson: WO2 A. L.
Bellion; Cpl, E. J. Clarke; Cpl. P. G. Niquet; L/Sgt. A. J.
Kilbey; Sgt. A. D. Shaw; LAC A. C. Davis; Cpl. M. Dowler;
Sgt. P. Reid; WO2 L. V. Donchi; Gnr. A, J. Winzar; Pte
R. T. Lynch; Cpl. N. Ladner; Pte. K. T, Badrock; LAC L,
Reynolds; F/Sgt. P. V. Brett; F/O. L, A. Jonas, v
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After a night of heavy “Blitz” an official of a London
Bank found the charwoman washing the steps of the
building early in the morning as usual. “Well, did
you get any §leep last night?” he asked. * ‘Course I
did,” she replied. “I asked the Lord to look after me,
and went to bed, an’ it wasn’t any use both of us
staying awake, was it?”
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