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6th April, 1954.

Dear Mr, Minister,

I thank you for your letter of the 25th March,
1954, enclosing copy of a preliminary report by the Chairman
of the Transport Regulation Board following the recent public
inquiry into street passenger transport services in the
Geelong area.

It is noted that the Board's main conclusions provid
for the scrapping of the existing tramway system as soon as
an adequate alternative service can be arranged. This out-
look is in line with my letter to you of the 14th August,
1953.

As related to the question of road reconstruction
costs and the burden which would be placed on Municipal funds
on the cessation of the tramway service (paragraph 4(e) of
the report), I have to say that, in the event of the tramway
service at Geelong being discontinued, the Commission would
be prepared to consider providing substantial measure of
assistance to the Municipalities concerned to meet the initial
cost of restoration of the roadways.

Yours faithfully,

Minister in Charge of
Electrical Undertakings.

Submitted to the Honourable
the Minister for signature.

(Signed) D.H. MUNRO
Secretary.
6 4 54o

Hon. P, L. Coleman, M.Ls«C.,
Minister of Transport,
Railways Department,
Spencer Street,
MELBOURNE. C.1l.
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MINISTER OF TRANSPORT
VICTORIA

Railway Administrative Offices,
Spencer Street,
MELBOURNE. C.1.

25th March, 1954.

The Hon. J.W. Galbally, M.L.C.,

Minister in Charge of Electrical
Undertakings,

Public Offices,

MELBOURNE. €.

Dear Mr. Minister,

I enclose for your information a copy of a report
from the Chairman of the Transport Regulation Board in regard
to passenger traffic in Geelong and would be glad of any
comments which you may care to offer.

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) P.L. Coleman

Minister of Transport

Seen by Minister 29/3/54.

Forwarded, by direction, to Secretary for his
information and reply, please.

Jis 5%
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TRANSPORT REGULATION BOARD,

Rathdown Street,
CARLTON. N. 3.
16th March, 1954,
MEMORANDUM TO:
THE HONOURABLE THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT.
PASSENGER TRANSPORT — GEELONG URBAN AREA.

Further steps as above have been delayed primarily
for the reason that the Honourable the Minister desired that
this and several other matters should, in fact, be deferred
during the passage of the amending Bill during last year.

It must also be admitted that in studying the problems
presented a number of perplexities have been encountered.

2., The purpose of the present submission is to set
out for consideration of the Honourable the Minister the

central facts as the Board sees them and to discuss them

if possible.

3. A full report is being prepared. Whilst the
Board's basic findings must be in accordance with the facts,
some prior discussion as suggested would seem to be advanta—
geous for the reason that, whatever is done, the political
considerations, which only the Minister himself can reach
conclusions about, will dominate,

4, The following summary of the Board's main conclusions
is therefore submitted without explanation of the underlying
reasoning or incidental considerations:-

(a) Existing tramway services should be scrapped as
soon as a means of providing adequate alternative
service can be found,

(b) Alternative transport would best be provided by
modern motor omnibus organised to operate in the
manner which would provide comprehensive service
of maximum convenience and economy over the whole
urban area.

(¢c) Fare schedules for such omnibus services would
require some upward adjustment as compared with
existing tramway section fares.

(d) Development of local rail service to provide
urban passenger transport is not recommended.

(e) The cost of road reconstruction on cessation of
tram services will be a burden on municipal funds
and consideration wuld need to be given to sub-
stantial assistance from the State Electricity
Commission initially.

5. The form of operating asuthority or organisation
raises questions of considerable practical, as well as
political importance. In this connection the following
alternatives are summarised. :

(i) Logical extension of existing private omnibus route
services. This could easily be achieved but the
Board for its part is not satisfied that service
of uniformly high standard could be assured.




2.

Movement of industrial workers is the key to
organisation of Geelong's street transport system
and there is doubt as to the ability of private
enterprise to cope with the growing problems
associated with this movement. Ideally, stagger-
ing of hours of travel should be attempted. This
problem presents itself whatever organisation of
services is contemplated.

(ii) One single private enterprise undertaking. This
could be brought about by integration of existing
private operators. It is unlikely, however, that
private enterprise could face up to the heavy
capital expenditure involved to bring the services
into being and maintain them at sufficiently
high standards.

(iii) A corporate body absorbing existing private enter-
prise route services on the Gas Corporation model.

(iv) A deliberately designed statutory body to take over
all street passenger transport in the urban area
including existing route services operated by
private enterprise. Compensation of existing
operators would undoubtedly be pressed.

6. In a growing City of the size of Geelong a public
transport authority is necessary but the problem of financing
such a public body would, no doubt, present difficulty.

T Trades Hall Council and Tramways Employee Union
have suggested that the lMelbourne & Metropolitan Tramways
Board be given reesponsibility for providing and operating
Geelong's transport system. Mr. Hector Bell Jr. in his
report several years ago made the same suggestion. This
would satisfy the Board's basic view but it is difficult to
see that the idea has any practical advantages. The Melbourne
& Metropolitan Tramways Board is, indeed, a Metropolitan
operating authority. If it were to undertake operating
responsibility in Geelong, it would need to set up a self
contained operating organisation there. All practical
considerations seem to lead to the conclusgion that this
separat e organisation should, in fact, come under a separate
authority designed specifically to provide service in the
local area.

(Sgd.) F.P, Mountjoy,
CHATRMAN.
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Date_ 19th November, 1953,

To. MANAGER+:--BALLARAT BRANCH -
Subject - 7% D /> D 25 0V 1953 L

&7 ACKD. o :
Similar - i STl R
St TRAMWAYS - PUBLIC INQUIRY T e
;S?: Further to my memorandum dated 14th October, relevant
Bgll. to the Transport Regulation Board's recent inquiry at Geelong,
Bend . . the present position is indicated by a circular memorandum
Geel. issued by the Board on 16th November. A copy is attached
g hereto for your information.

Encl.




TRANSPORT REGULATION BOARD ‘.=

Exhibition Buildings, Rathdown Street,
Carlton N.3.

CIRCULAR MEMORANDUM:

TO INTERESTED PARTIES

PUBLIC INQUIRY = GEELONG STREET PASSENGER
SERVICES

It 1s desired formally to confirm the position that
the above proceedings were adjourned sine die with the idea
that, after studylng everything which came before the Board
in the proceedings to date, it may become necessary, or
desirable, to call further evidence.

Whether this will arise or not is still not clear,
but it is desired to advise all interested parties that
consideration of everything so far heard has led to the
conclusion that very close anddetailed study of a number
of aspects of the problems presented is necessary.

These studies are proceeding and, so far as -can
be seen at present, it will still be some little time before
the Board can be satisfied that it has informed itself fully
so that it can then inform the Honorable the linister of
Transport effectively on all aspects of what are, of course,
very important issues of some complexity.

(Signed) E, V. Field
Secretary

FEE' JDN
\ovember, 1953,
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Inquiry Urged

AT

The majority of witnesses who gave evi-
dence yesterday at the public inquiry inte
passenger transport facilities in the Geelong
urban district favored the abolition of the
tramway system and the substitution of an

The inquiry which is being con-
ducted by the Transport Regulation
Board, in the Geelong courthouse
will be continued to-day.

The board consists of Messrs. F. P.
Mountjoy (chairman), J. P. Gar-
lick, and B. J. Binger.

Cr, B. E. Purnell, on behalf of
the City Council, which was the
transport licensing authority for
Geelong from 1929 to 1951, said that
with through buses running from
North to South, and East to West,
a great improvement in - service
could be given to the travelling
public is probably more frequent
services, less changing over to other
buses, and also an easing of bus
terminal problems in the city area.
| The tramway system was operat-
]ing atva loss, was obsolete and
1 would need many miles of additional

| 13 to keep up with the ever-
inding city, in addition to pro-
of new trams. The tramway
gm could not be considered sat-

ory, and was obviously ham-
g bus route development,

burban Railways

Advocated

| He advocated suburban railway
services between Grovedale and
2 Cario, with several additional sid-
ings, suggested sites being Kilgour

Street (Kardinia Park area), Keera
Street and Telegraph Bridge, and
1 ?_150 on the Queenscliff and Ballarat
| lines. :
| The council considered the taxi
and hire-car services satisfactory,
Cr. Purnell said.

Cr. Purnell pointed out that the
Bell report of 1948 was generally
approved by the council.

(Recommendations in the Bell re-
port included the utilisation of rail
jces for transport of employes
Northern industries; the scrap-
of the tramway system, and

services; and the appointmen.
new State-constituted local
olling authority).

Purnell also contended that
te transport operators could
should be able to operate -sat-
isfactorily as had been proved by
their past record.

The release from its losses of
State Electricity Commission by
abolition of the trams would
{o offset the cost to the comm
of the removal of the rails and
repair of the roadways. >
value of rails would be consi

able.

It also was considered that the
should be continued close liaison by
the board with local authorities,
particularly with the city council
and that adequate provision s}:oulcf
be made to compensate councils for
wear and tear of roadways on
routes. ¥

Mr. John Cockayne, representing
West Moolap Progress iation,
central passenger
Greater Ge

itution of omnibus or trollev)

. alternative road transport system.

A survey had shown that of the
persons on the Eastern Park tram
at the terminus, 55 per cent. walk-
ed to West Moolap. From the East
Geelong terminus 60 per cent. of the
passengers walked to St. Albans and
West Moolap.

Bus services, he claimed, were {#
tally. inadequate. Failing the tote
abolition of the tramway system
the chaotic bus services, and
substitution of a properly integ
ed transport service for the
of Geelong, ample provision
be made for West Moolap by &
tending the present tramways fre
both terminii in such a way a§'%
use a loop via Queenseliff Road,
Wilson Road and Portarlin
Road as a temporary expedient.

Bus Service Plan

-

Efforts had been made to obtain
a bus service for the area and, in
fact, a temporary permit was issued,
but was not taken up as the poten=-
tion operator said.it would not be

economic.

Mr. Cockayne said an extension |

of the use of existing railway ser-
vices through the area would be of
no practical use as with the excep=
tion of a small section,  the re
mainder of the residents would
further to walk.

The Mayor of Geelong West (Cra +

A. C. Knight) emphasised the n
for the extension of services in

Western part of the municipality. |

That area relied entirely on mate
bus transport at present. The Jo=
cality was being rapidly developed,
and it was desirable tﬂat facilities
be extended in comparison with the
development taking place. :

Cr. Knight also advocated the
proper organisation of transport be=
tween the city and the industries at
North Geelong, and emphasised the
desirability of discontinuing the
present tramway services, and the
substitution of uniform motor bus
services throughout the municie
pality.

Cr. Knight said the tram service
did not cater for the needs of the
whole of the municipality, It was
too slow, very noisy, and serio
interfered with the regular flow

. The condition of strei
trams were operating W
larly bad.

To Scrap Trams TRAMS HAVE

gton 1

{
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LOST £363,733
IN SIX YEARS

Geelong tramways, for the year ended
June 30 last, incurred a financial loss of
£95,269, and the accumulated loss on the
operation of the Geelong system from 1930
y 1953 was £539, 841. Of this sum, the
ss in the last six yeaxs, from June 30, 1947

¥ ICATRS

during the presentation of
case on behalf of the State Elec
ty Commission at the inquiry |
ublic transport facilities in Gee-i
ong.
The engineer and manager of the
electricity department of the S.E.C.
Mr. K. Sutherland, of Melbourne,
made it clear that the commission
desired to be relieved of the recur-
ring_ financial loss, not only on the
Geelong tramway service, but the
services in Ballarat and Bendigo.
Mr. Sutherland said the . commis-
sion assumed responsibility for the
tramway systems in the three cities
early in the 1930’s, and it did so, not
because it was considered a respon-
sibility resting upon it, but solely
to prevent closing down of those

were now _approxim
000 a year, and to date justien
000 had been lost in opera-
The position to-day was /thal
did not meet the cost of wages
id to tramway employes, let alone

ide for interest, deprecigtion

supervision, electricity consul
and materials for maintena |
There were no means open to the
commission to rectify ‘the position,
Mr. Sutherland declared. ;

Extensions to the system, he said, |
would increase losses, and to in-|
crease fares would result in a reduc- |
tion in passenger traffic and might |
even result in an overall loss in re- .
venue. .
Mr. Sutherland said that, as a
tramway authority, the commission
had discharged its responsibilities
faithfully during the past 15 years

.der very -difficult conditions, an
eam its experience and th

s transport, it was con-
in the outlook that the estab-
ent of integrated, well-organis-
d road services was fong overdue.
~ Sutherland said it was esti-
d that to improve ‘the existing
tramways to enable them to func-
tion at maximum efficienc and in
correct relationship to other
would involve an expen
approximately £1,147,

and overhead gear alo
quiry adjourned, page
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EVIDENCE

SERVING NORTHERN ROUTES IN TRANSPORT INQUIR'

Overloading at peak periods of buses serving the
Northern industries and proposals for overcoming the
trouble came prominently before the inquiry into Geelong

transport facilities when the

Transport Regulation Board

resumed its hearing at the Geelong courthouse yesterday

afternoon.

The president of the Geelong sub-
yranch of the Vehicle Builders’ Em-
loyes’ [Federation of Australia
Mr. M. J. Travers) and the dis-
rict secretary of the Amalgamated
‘ngineering Union (Mr. B. O'Leary),
ubmitted figures in support of the'
wverloading charges.

In reply, Mr. A. J. Deacon, presi-
lent of the Road Passenger Service
dperators’. Association, * told the
oard that there was no major
ransport organisation in Australia
o-day which was able to get away
sith, peak traffic without excessive
ading.
Travers said that some con-
tion should be given to the
t position in regard to the
rt of workers to Northern
ries. Representations  had
‘made in regard to the position
o ‘many years. Regrettably, up
ill recently, the control of the
ywses had been under a licensing
uthority which, they believed, had
ittle sympathy for them. They
woped -that the board, after giving
he matter consideration, would give
ome direction to the private opera-
ors to afford some relief.

Mr. Travers said the latest census

f bus traffic had been taken
ween July 20 and July 27, and
ad disclosed that the average was
early 100 per cent. overloading.
‘igures ranged from a bus licensed
o carry 33 passengers, carrying 75,
nd the average, they believed, was
0 or more passengers on buses
icensed to carry 33 passengers.

Travers said they wWere con-
not only with the incon-
ce, but also from the safety
of view. They believed the
erators had a sufficient return
rrant them providing services
were reasonable and safe.
lieved sufficient buses were
vailable to provide that service.

“We are not arguing that a bus
ervice at peak periods should pro-
ide a seat for every passenger,”
Ir. Travers said. “We are prepared
o adopt a reasonable attitude and,
shile conceding the point that over-
rading has to take place, we con-
=nid it should be confined to a
rinimum.”

Mr. Travers said his union was
rtally opposed to staggering ' of
ours of employment as a means of
lleviating the position. They did
ot think it fair fo ask their mem-
ers to take more than their share
{ the burden of finding a solution
e transport problem.

reply t6 Mr. Garlick, Mr. Tra-
said he believed there were
ient buses in reserve in Gee-
to provide an improved peak-
service without putting the
fors to the expense of having
5 Buy extra buses.

He considered they should not be
oncerned about the losses on the
ramways. At least in the tram-
rays they had a service irrespective
f the fact that it might. be run-
ing at a loss. He claimed that
rvice should be the primary con-
deration, and not profits. At the
ime time he was not arguing that
us operators should be expected to
serate at a loss, He claimed that
e present position could be im-
-oved if dction were taken in re-
ird to the overloading.

ram Extension Urged

O'Leary said that from the
of view of the Amalgamated
ring Union, they definitely
oncerned at the overcrowding
s to the Northern industries.
ches had been made to the
ities from time to time with
; appreciable result, They be-
ved a new approach should be

at an extension of the tramway
stem {o the North Shore indus-
es would materially assist in al-

Tramway Extensions Costly

n  his evidence-in-chief, = Mr.
cacon  contended that the tram-
ay system could not be developed
- meet the expansion in traffic,
ithout heavy capital expenditure.
chnical problems also would ex-
. in providing any extension, par-
ularly at North Shore, where the
idge over the railway was un-
rstood to be inadequate for tram
icks.

After quoting extensively from
rious sources on the trend over-
is in regard to tram, trolley bus
d other forms of transport, 'in
rich, he pointed out the movement
15 away from tram services to bus
rvices, Mr. Deacon said -that all
idence available indicated that
ims, apart from densely popu-
ed routes, were an uneconomic
oposition and, if a suitable al-
native were available public
neys should not he used to en-
ge a very doubtful asset. Mr.
acon submiited the following
aommendations:

leviating the traffic problem in that
area.

Mr. Deacon said that overloading
to a degree that was recognised in
all sorts of transport systems,

ed, was something which could not
be avoided at peak periods. Over-
loading was one thing, and danger-
ous overloading was another,

One of the solutions was for in-

hours of employment and thereby
extend the period of peak traffie..
every case industries ceased wo
at the same time, and the priv
or public bus operator was
with the peak traffic problem. He
suggested that the board might
able to give some consideration
that aspect. Even a half or e- |
quarters of an hour between finish-'
ing times would considerably alle-
viate the trouble. He pointed out
that staggering of hours had ap-
parently operated successfully dur-
ing the war years.

Mr. Garlick: There was a different
psychology then.

Mr. Deacon: Unfortunately we
have developed a psychology to-day
of riding and not walking.

Mr. Garlick: You can’t complain
about that.

Mr. Deacon: The trend to-day is to
expect t{ransport facilities to be
available at every street corner.

Mr, Deacon pointed out that when
the tramways continued to make
heavy losses, it was the consumer
1:.::}.fuelectricity who had to pay the

111,

Private Ownership Advocated

His association entirely disagreed
with the contention that publie-
owned transport should take
the whole transport system in
long. Privately-owned bus serv,
he pointed out, would be under®
control of the board in regard to
time-tables, .fares, etec.

“If a public transport system is
losing money, it is a charge on the
public as a whole,” Mr. Deacon said.
“But if the private operator is los-
ing money, it comes out of his
own pocket.”

Mr. Garlick: Suppose private bus
operators superseded the trams,
would you be able to carry all the
passengers at the same rate or
cheaper?

Mr. Deacon said he could not
answer that question out of hand.

Mr. Garlick: If the travelling pub-
lic get cheaper tram fares that
would help to
charge on their electricity.

Referring to a suggestion made
a meeting -of the Geelong Tr
Hall Council that a referend
should be held on the question
the abolition of tram services,
Deacon said: “We do not cons
for one moment that such a th

whether privately or publicly-own-

dustry to be persuaded to stagger :

offset the extra tak

Geelong tramways, for the year ended June 30 las

showed a loss of £95,269,

and, according to evidenc

given at the hearing yesterday before the Transport Regul
ation Board in Geelong courthouse, this cost was passe

on to electricity consumers.

The ayerage per capita cost was
£4 a year. Where- the entire cost
was not met by local consumers.
it was spread over consumers in
the metropolitan area.

The board, which opened its in-
quiry on Wednesday into transport
facilities and needs in Greater Gee-
long, heard considerable evidence
yesterday, and adjourned sine die
to consider the facts placed before
it. In the event of further elabora-
tion of evidence, or new informa-
tion required, the board will advise

ix points were emphasised at the
giry yesterday by Mr.. C. §
idonald, on behalf of Geelong
des Hall Council. They were:

tramway system to be re-
modernised, and developed
uit the needs of a progressive

to"
city.

Extension of present North route
by ballast track to serve North
Shore industries and housing pro-

Jects.
Trolley buses to outer areas not
at presént served or poorly served

by bus transport.

Stepping up of bus services to
outer areas to provide adequate pas-
senger transport, time-tables to be
revised to provide at least Ys-hour
|service at all times, not only at
|peak “periods,

Time-tables to be co-ordinated for
trams and buses to prevent over-
lapping and waste mileage on cross
routes.

Complete control of all urban pas-
senger transport to be brought un-
er, one authority, such as* the
litan Tramway Board, or a
al transport authority to be set
control passenger tramnsport in
incial areas.

= Trams Still Popular

lr. Macdonald said that in earlier
evidence it had been stated that
tramways were being superseded by
bus services, but he pointed out that
tramways were still operating suc-
cessfully in many parts of Austra-
lia and in other countries. In Mel-
bourne it was proposed to extend
the tramway system. i g e
At no stage had any municipality
in Greater Geelong sought the
opinion of the people on the advisa-
bility or otherwise of scrapping the
tramway system. The Trades Hall
Council considered that before any
suggestion should be made to the
board regarding abolition of trams,
a plebiscite of ratepayers should be
en.
n behalf of the Geelong Division
e Australian Tramways an
Omnibus Employes’ Associa-
. Mr. G. Poyser said the first
in control of street passenger
ort should be the placing of
under one
authority.

d | across the log pon

is desirable, possible, or capable of | All methods of transport should be
achieving any worth-while result.” owned by the State, so that all
He claimed that the municipalities available revenue could be used for
were representative of the various the benefit of the travelling public,
districts and were competent to ex- and not as a means to create profits
press an opinion. on what was best for private individuals.
for those areas. The tramways were the only sys-
Replying to the charge that the tem in Geelong giving a frequent
inquiry was developing into a “hate time-table from early morning un-
session on trams,” Mr. Deacon said tij]l after the theatres at night. It
hic evidence was based on facts, was unfortunate that, as laid out at
which they had gone to consider- present, the tramways were not
able trouble to get, having even gone reaching the thickly-populated areas
overseas for it. If oversea experi- of Geelong, but were operating on

them, but it

ence had shown that trams sitte

the developing type of vehicle, d

association would have suppo :
would be ent -

wrong to say that authorities over= -

s which had not been extend-

or about 25 years.

r. Poyser said it was the con-
opinion of his union that

authority best suited to take

control of urban passenger ser-

seas which had decided to repla

trams with other forms of trans vices in Geelong was the Metropoli-
were all out of step, and the n Tramways Board. It had been
leng Trades Hall Council was “apparent for some time that the
only body in step, - SEC. did not develop their tram-
In reply to Mr. Binger, Mr. Deacon way undertakings in the provincial
said he was confident that very little citics, and the commission had ex-

quired to ca
now caz‘riedrrg’y
tem,

€ additional 1ratlic |jts responsibility in that direction.
the tramway sys-| The S.E.C. had the authority to
: operate all classes of urban passen-
ger transport, and that authority
could have been used to run buses
to the thickly populated areas of

ments at North Shore was un-
known, but it would appear to be
a doubtful proposition from the
point of view of economy, where| The views of the State Electricit
only two trains a day would be [Commission were stated by Mr. Ig
required with loading only one [Sutherland, engineer and manager
way. 1 lof the Electricity Supply Depart-

. iment, Melbourne. The commission
Sunday Morning Buses

viewed with concern the financial
Submitting the case for the Shire

iresults of all three provincial tram-
'way systems—Geelong, Ballarat and
of South Barwon Cr. J. P. Johnson
suggested

Bendigo. The commission had em-
that, to serve the Bel-|phasised from time to time that the
mont area, provision should, be

services had never been economic-
made for bus services on Sunday [ally justified. )
mornings; such services to co- e loss on the three provincial
ordinated with the Geelong to Mel- |tramway systems approximated
bourne Sunday frain timetables.

£250'00}(-)| a t‘n}r]ear, anlc'ld bindicatiomns
Cr, Johnson, in support of a com- [Vere that there would be an in-
plaint concerning the long period crlev?sed loss each year. 8 s v
involved in {ravelling in transport |- T. Sutherland presented figures
vehicles from other suburbs to the (10Wing fare schedules, route mile-
outer parts of West Belmont and [}5¢ Speed of services passenger
Highton, said it took one hour and ensity, income and expenditure
%?o rginﬁxates éo %ravelwfrghm 2 tt:‘nd

ad, Fast Geelong, e_estern | 1, “answer to Mr J. Deacon
end of Mt. Pleasant Road, Belmont, | resident of the , Road Passeriges

nd other information concerning
e Geelong tramway [s\ystem.

g distance of 5% miles. That was Sarviceg Operators’ Association, Mr.

1therls anid 41 =
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Norlane and North Shore until st
time as it was possible to exts
the existing North Geelong route

Mr. Poyser said that the operat
of a Government-controlled str
passenger transport system sho
be co-ordinated in such a man
as to give a very comprehens
service. Trams, buses and trol
buses should all have their part.

Trams should be used in
thickly populated areas of Norla
North Shore, Geelong West, Ma
fold Heights, Belmont and Geel
East, and extensions to those ar
should be implemented immedis
ly. The less thickly populated ar
and shorter routes to Eastern Pa
South Geelong, Souith-east Geelo
Chilwell and Newtown would
ideally suited to the operation
trolley buses. Outlying suburbs
Highton, Bell Post Hill, Groved:
Moolap, Whittington, Corio
Breakwater could be well served
petrol or Diesel buses.

The case for the Shire of Co
was presented by the Shire Pre
dent (Cr. A, S. Thomson), who s
his council considered that th
should be a fast, frequent train &
vice, preferably electric, betwe
say, Moolap and Corio, in order
handle the employes in North
industries.

No extension should be granted
the existing tram route at No
Geelong, but improvements sho
be made in the existing bus serv
to Bell Park, and a continuat
of Separation Street service w
the North Geelong rail and ftr
systems, Complaints had been
@:ived by his council that the ex
ing service was irregular, and t
on several Sundays recently
buses at all had been provided.

The council considered that tra
port operators and the Ford Mg
Company were providing a reas
ably good service to the industr
in view of the fact that very li
staggering .of .working hours 1
taking place.

The needs of the people of No
Shore, Norlane, Corio, would k
be served by motor transport.
position at Norlane required ¢
stant revision, as it was rapi
developing. 1

Cr. Thomson said that Corio Sh
Council had had in mind for a nu
ber of years the construction of
road extending from  Separat
Street bridge Northerly over B
Street to serve North Shore. Pl
were being considered by the H
bor Trust, in conjunction with
council, for constrlégtion of a bric

The chairman of the board (I
Mountjoy) said the board was fu
alive to the difficulties of trans|
to and from North Shore, an
the development mentioned by |
Thomson could be expedited,
would be a wonderful thing.

Buses More Flexible

Mr. L. L. Burch, on behalf
Geelong Chamber of Commerce a
Manufactures, said the two ma
problems were provision of an ac
quate bus service to transport sol
thousands of people to and from f
Northern industries at given tin
of the day, and the inadequacy
the very limited tramway servic

The existing tramways should
replaced by a modern bus servi
Buses were more more flexible th
trams, and could be diverted to a
route should abnormal traffic occ
A larger pool of buses would faci
tate the movement of employes
particular points, especially at pe
periods, Industries should not ha
to first approach bus operators
see if buses would be provided f
.shift workers before such shi
were arranged.

Mr. R. W. Hosking, representi
| the Victorian Railways Commi
€rs| said the transport problent ”
ong, which could not be solved
railway extensions. He agreed th
bus services would be the solutic
as they would be able to provide
“door to door” service.

S.E.C. Concerned At Losse

Mr. A. M. Collins, on behalf
Geelong and District Town Planni
Committee, outlined the town pl:
for Greater Geelong, with its pr
vision for future transport needs |
incorporation of reservations f
railway purposes, main roads ai
highways, internal traffic roads ai
parking areas,

Looking To Future

The chairman of Geelong and Di
trict Town Planning ommitt:
(Cr. B, E. Purnell) said the con
mittee considered a most importa;
factor in the long-range plan wou
be a population in Greater Geelor
of 68.000. The population was grou
ing at the rate of 3000 to 4000 a yea
and would reach 100,000 in the ne
decade. ;

Mr. N. Gibb, representing t
Australian Electric Traction A
ciation, also gave evidence, and o

tended L electric frapumeseczesy
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