


- This token could be worth

much more than its face
value in years to come.
In 1913, the Ballarat
Electric Tramway Company
issued tokens to tram fra-
vellers for use.instead of
money. They were made
of a light plastic material
brown in color, ideal for
carrying in the pocket or
handbag instead of the
heavier copper coins of
the day. This particular
token was worth 13d, and

‘is the property of Mr Lyle

Kay, of 5a Finch street,

Ballarat. Mr L. J. Den-

mead, Tramways Superin-

tendent, has several other

historical ~ tokens  and
tickets.
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" PIECES OF TRAM HISTORY

Mr Denmead has already presented these fickets to the City Council. They are

original tickets from 1905 which were collecied the following year. They were

used for electric tframs in Ballarat and were transferable for use on the horse-drawn
: route to Sebastopol.
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Mr Denmead will hand the tokens and passes he shows to the City Council for safe-
keeping until an historical group can take them for care. The pass near his thumb
was issued to Ballarat tramwaymen and was superseded by the pass next to it.
which was used by employees in Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong. Two plastic tokens
near his wrist were bought by the dozen and used instead of coins, before disappear-
- ing soon after World War One. The other pass was issued to the Town Clerk of
= 5 e 1905, by Mr J. R. Wall. =
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St I.akey, left, and Mr Harry Van Olrschat at
m:rk a:n the Ballarat tram which will run in Mel.
bourne during Tourism Week. £

Mr Doug Wiseman, left,
and Mr. Bob Prentice jack
up the tram to load it
for transport to Mel-
bourne. After the tram
has run in Melbourne
for a week, advertising
the Begonia Festival
Sovereign Hill and the
Royal South Street Com-
petitions, it will be re-
tained ‘by a‘' Hawthorn
preservation society.




SIXTEEN tons of his-
tory will today make
a sentimental journey
through Melbourne
streets.

Ballarat tram No. 36
will end a long and
colorful history with a
return to its old route
from Batman Av. to
Hawthorn and Camber-
well via Richmond. .

. The tram originally
travelled over this
‘route in 1917-19. It went
‘to work in Ballarat in
1945

. The mayors of Haw-
thorn, Ballarat, Rich-
mond and Camberwell
will join No. 36 for its
historic journey.

The tram ended its
working life in Balla-

The old 36’ on
the home run

rat recently. From
Monday  buses - took
over from the last of
the city’s trams.

But it was returned
to  Melbourne = from
Sovereign _ Hill folk
museum, Ballarat, for
the Tourism Develop-
ment Week.

The Tramways Board
acting traffic manager,
Mr N. C. Elliott, said

. yesterday the tram

would travel up and
down Swanston St. this
week,

“I've had the plea-
sure of taking it out,”
he said. :

“It’s a little rough in
the ride and it sways
about a bit.

“But when you con-
sider it was built in

1917, it still  scoots

along quite well.”

At the end of the;
week the tram will® go:
on display at thel
Tramways Museum atl

Kilmore.

-

‘Goodbye to
the last tram

THE last tram . . . and everyone including

the mayor was there to give it a rousing
send-off.

Ballarat mayor, Cr J. A. Chisholm, and his

‘wife talk with the driver and conductor of the

last tram on the L ”
on Sunday night. ydiard st. route at Ballarat

The city is now serviced by buses.

t



RIGHT: Ballarat Tramways
employees and SEC officials
are pictured at the farewell
dinner at the Wendouree
Municipal Hall.

“But it is better to look
forward to improved things in
the future and not dwell on
the sadness of the passing of
the trams,” he told a farewell
dinner to the Ballarat Tram-
Ways. .

Mr White said the unprofit-
ability of the tramways over
the vears, in which it made a
profit only twice, was only
one side of the story.

A far more imporiant as-
pect of the history of the
trams was the wonderful ser-
vice the trams and framways
personnel had given 1o this
city, particularly in the ear-
lier years before the housing
spread beyond the practical
reach of the tram routes.
 “phe fact that these trams
were planned for a maximum
of 15 years of existence when
prought to Ballarat and that

‘they lasted 35 years is mui:e
tribute to the men who work-l
ed on them.” =

Mr White said the rousing
farewell given by the people
of the city to the trams on
sunday night adequately de-
monstrated the feelings of the
citizens toward fhe system
and men who had served
them so well for so long.

- TRAM SERVICE

It was only natural that Ballarat people would feel
loss and regret ot the tramways coming to an end, the State
Electricity Commission chairman, Mr N. R. White, said last
night.

He thanked all workers for
their efforts in keeping the
service up to its fine reputa-
tion over the years and paid
special tribute by naming men
who had up to 40 years ser-
vice with the tramways.

WON FRIENDS

Speaking on behalf of the

i people of Ballarat the Mayor,

' Cr Chisholm, said the “tram-

I mies” of the city had made

many friends, many of whom
they do not know.

“You men will finl in years

to come people saying hello

| to you-in the sireet because|

they can remember you as the
kind, courteous driver or con-
ductor of their earlier life.

“It was the men of the
tramways, not the green and
gold vehicles, which made the
Ballarat trams. ¢

T doubt if in 50 years time

| the workers on our new pub-

lic transport system will be
remembered in the same way
as you will be in the years
to come,”. the Mayor said.

‘““Tou have been a part of
the community, Ballarat and
its heritage and on behalf
of every citizen I say thank
you.

f Ballarat, Cr C

Pictured at the official fable at the Ballarat Tr‘amw;ys farewell dinner last night are SEC chairman, Mr N. R. White and Mrs White, at left, with
Mid-Western branch manager Mr I F. Pellas, h

gttt e,

The Mayor of Sebastopol,
Cr N, F. Donald, said during
the past 80 years the borough
‘had been treated. to an ex-
cellent public transport sys-|
tem.

“Borough residents have al-
ways been treated to kind
and  gentlemanly  service,
:'Iléether_ttﬁmy i%e children, wo-

n wi babies or e
folk, . fderly

“Many fimes people of Se-

bastopol have heen helped by
the fine men of the organi-
sation,
. “Believe me, this has been
appreciated as was shown by
the unequalled farewell thej
horough gave you.

“Thank you gentlemen for
a job well done,” Cr Donald|
concluded, |

ess, Mrs Chisholm.



LAS
TRAM

The Mayor of Sebastopol,
Cr N. E Donald, left, hands
over the last tram to run in
Ballarat, to the Mayor of
Ballarat, Cr Chisholm, third
from right, at the city boun-
dary on Sunday night. Al-
so pictured are tramways
inspector, Mr L. J, Denmead,
conductor, Mr L. Walker,
Mrs Chisholm and Mrs Do
“ald, right. -~ =

Mr Herb Knight, right, whe
drove the last tram to Se-
bastopol on Sunday night,
~sits with former tramway-
men, from left, Eddie Lake,
Alec  Turnbull and  Joe
Smerdon, on the return
iourney when the tram was
driven- by Sebastopol's
Mayor, cr N. F. Donald,
and Ballarat's Mayor, Cr
Chisholm.
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Back to

Adelaide |

are returning {o their

place of origin. Tram num-

ber 34, pictured, and tram

. Eil d:.lm Ballarat wlrlnr &&d-
: rday ere they

will be retained by an Adel-

. aide histo musenm,
. Tram 34 was buill in Adel-

| aide in 1918 and used in
Melbourne between 1918 and

1947.  From 1947 until last -
week it was used in Ballarat,

' At Jeast two of Ballarat's
|
|
1
|

‘A WAKE', SAYS
UNION OFFICIAL

“Tonight may be a celebration for some, but to many

. of us here it is @ wake,” the secretary of the Tramways Em-
- ployees’ Union, Ballarat branch, said last n_ighf.

| 'Speaking at a farewell din-
‘ner to tramways emplolyees,
'Mr Courtney said Ballarat
(could not afford to lose an
| industry the size of the tram-
Ways.
| “If an industry employing
145 many men as worked on
| this service was attracted to
| Ballarat i would be consid-

ered a masterly stroke in de-
centralisation, ' .

“Yet we can  be thrown
out of our work and the city
loses our wages.

“If this is progress then
my values are sadly amiss,”
he said,

Mr Courtney said the
State Electricity Commission
had decided to get rid of the
trams almost immediately it
got them. ‘

“Our businessmeén  must
surely not realise what they
will lose by our wages in the

way they allowed this to |
take place,” he said, |
“Many wonderful words

have been sald about us to-

right, but perhaps they are

Just like all nice things said -

after a person is dead.
“As an organisation we are
dead.” : — 3

Mr Courtney said to be a
“frammie” in Ballarat “had
been a respecied position.

The people of the city had
had supported and recognis-
ed the work of the tram-
ways employees,

He thanked the SEC and
municipal officials who had
paid tribute to the work of
the tramways men and pre-
sented a photograph of the
employees to the SEC Chair-
man, Mr N. R. White.

More than 150 attended
the dinner, ;



Ballarat to blame

\._

Start om removal of

"

The .eﬁd of the tram ws ade even more app TR o1der >
pparent yesterday when welder K.
Drever, of the Country Roads Board, began cutting tram {inesvin Sturt street,

or loss of trams?

. He said the city’s growth

Ballarat peopl'e had shown more

sorrow at losing the

city’s trams than they had shown willingness to use the tram-

way service, State Ele
White, said yesterday.

Mr White was speaking at
a civie reception at the Town
Hall attended by former tram=
waymen, councillors  and
people interested in tramway
preservation.

He said he had been SEC
chairman for only 19 days, but
he knew the removal of Bal-
larat’s trams was a sad end
to an era in the city's his-
tory.

Mr White said he was dis-
appointed he had not been
able to join in the festivities
when the city's last tram
made its historic journey on
Sunday night.

The Mayor, Cr Chisholm,
said Ballarat was fortunate to
have Mr White here at the
end of the tram era.

had caused the first introduc-
tion of tramway services, now |
the same growth had caused
the service to be abandoned.
Late last century, no one
lived further west than Drum-
mond street because of the
fransport problems, but the
arrival of horse-drawn trams
opened up the area further
west for development. ]
In 1005, the electric trams
were introduced, but the ser=
vice went bankrupt in 1925

and was sold to the SEC.

Cr Chisholm said the SEC
had tried ways of getting rid
of the trams because it found
it had bought a liability ra-
ther than an asset.

When it bought the service,
the SEC probably believed it
could close down the tram-
ways In 10 to 15 years, but the
trams had stayed in Ballarat
for 20 years longer.

In the years the SEC had
owned the tramways, the
trams had returned a profit
in only two years, and then
the profit was small.

Although  many  people
thought it was unfortunate to
see the trams finally go, not
many people ever rode on the
trams.

Cr Chisholm said the trams
would not be forgotten and

ctricity Commission chairman, Mr N. R.

the number of photographs
taken in recent weeks testified
to this. “The trams. might
have been costly to the SEC,
put photographic com anies
made 1a fcgtune from em!"
he quipped.

He said he wanted to place
on record the deep regard of
Ballarat people for the SEC
and men who manned the

trams.

Cr Donald said in suppott
of Cr Chisholm that the trams
had become a part of Sebas-
topol in the last 8% years.

He said Sebastopol people
were grateful to thie drivers
and conductors and it was
regrettable the service had tc
be abandoned. However, na
public service could be con-
tinued when it was so uneco-
nomiecal,

-t




Two Mayors
were among

thousands

No wonder they had to
scrap the trams — they
couldn’t cope with all the
people who wanted to travel
on them,

Thus commented one of
about 120 people who packed
tram number 40 for its last his-
toric trip up Lydiard street and
out to Sebastopol.

Cars footed people cheered

and Auld lang Syne was sung at
least three times during the trip.
No-one bought tickets except
for souvenirs because the conductor
couldn't. get through the crowd to

sell them.

Herble Knight took number 40
out to Sebastopol along @ route lit
constantly bf the flashing of caml-
eras and the spotlights of the
camera crews.

Two trams were put on the run
to cope with the hundreds who
wanted to travel on the last tram,
but many still didn't make it.

And there were flour-bombs
thrown and detonators put on the
track, making the atmosphere some-
what reminiscent of New Year and
3’3,3 boat races falling on the same

A crowd of about five or six
thousand greeted the trams at Se-
bastopol, where the Mayor of Se-
bastopol, Cr N. F. Donald, climbed
aboard to drive it back to the
Glenelg Highway.

Number 40 was then greeted by
the Ballarat Highland Pipe Band

present
for the . TWELVE  TpAM FEATURE TODAY!

COUP DE GRACE

which Cr Donald joined to pipe it
back to the city boundary at Rubi-
con street.

The crowd cheered on the two
occasions that someone managed (0
take the pole off the line, but “no-
one can stop progress’ and number
40 arrived at Rubicon street to be
officially handed over to the Mayor
of Ballarat, Cr J. A, Chisholm.

Cr Donald said it was with
some regret that he handed the
brake handle over fo Cr Chisholm,
so the tram could proceed up Skip-
ton street, and Cr Chisholm replied
that they were indeed “crossing the
Rubicon,” in more than one sense.

By this time the line of cars
following the police escorted tram
reached back farther than anyone
on the tram could see and still
people kept arriving.

By the time Cr Chisholm
had guided the tram back to|
the intersection of Drum-
mond and Sturt streets, the|
crowd there covered the|
road and no other vehijcle
could move. |

But the long expected 1~i0t,i
at the intersection did noti

eventuate.

The crowd left the tram
without more than mini-|
mum prompting, taking with'
it several of the signs which]
were so familiar with tram
travellers.

About 25 Tramways em-

ployees and ex-employees
then boarded the tram,
which made its way ginger-
ly through the crowd-
thronged intersection on its
way to the depob in Wen-|
douree parade.
There was a little nostal-
gia on that occasion, but few
would admit to more than
being “a liitle bit sad” about
the whole affair,

When everyvone reached

. : gy A " : - el the depot, and the hundreds
R oAV e slust J I rowd who had Egtlcl’dﬂ?td ‘sf:ggogggmélel Lg%:‘i
C § : :
day_ sanyonetacou 1d : wg';?édts:g long it was a bit was no where to park a car,
board tram number 40 X of an anti-climax — every- Lou Walker guided number
and hope to get a seat. (elebl’ahom one climbed off th%l tl“JaGIE t(iio tl;roiig_léhtl‘llg L]l.eesnoél ;he
> o i ' ¥ - —
OnSondavelni i s Loy yialker vas ghven (e 85 Qg G St
ich surround- honor of driVifls o in- t the drivers and con- fhrough the doors marked

scene whic through those gates omil | du%?ors had their own cele- “The End.” :

ed it bore no resemb-

i he-
ously marked The En
Jance to the serene and

use he had given 40 years
g% his life to driving trams

'brations planned and said
that for the first week at

fe pictured still! least they would be too busy
Piacef:l; Oberepd down = iy iogﬁgﬁ AR / to miss their trams. |
fei | L : erldn"Herble'Knight, who A couple of the last few
Sturt street near Dove- An Hiostonan for T trams had parts missing af-
ton street. DS s s ol Lot peple ad laken e
: o T sakes” from them,
sider, becatise his 37 years 07 had one bell missing.

a.erv}sciowere B dROTy A lost conductor held up
Lo g Cr Chisholm and Mr Rogers




Last tram trip

by man who

was on
the first

It was a sentimental ride
for Mr Charles Rollan (picture in
supplement) as the last tram to
use the Sebastopal run swayed
down Albert street last night.

Some passengers felt a tinge of. -

regret as the old tram ended an
era never-to-be-forgotten in Bal-
larat's history.

But none could guess how Mr
Rollan felt as they passed those
familiar intersections and tram-
stops, because he was remembering
a tram trip down that some street
which was every bit as important
and historical as last night's frip.

His mind was going back 78
years when he was on a horse-
drawn tram — the first tram to
travel the Sebastopol run.

Although three-quarters of a
century has passed sinze the first
tram weaved its way through the
pot-holes and horse-drawn vehicles
in Sebastopol, Mr Rollan, can re-
member the trip vividly. In fact,
he can probably remember it bet-
ter than most of his tram trips
from ‘Cooke street to Sturt street in
the last fortnight.

Probably, no-one knows his cor-
rect age. He says he is 91, but his
family believes him to be about
95

Although a little deaf, he is still
active — and he loves riding on
trams.

Each Tuesday and Friday after-
noon, he walks about 100 yards to
Skipton street to catch a tram in-
to Ballarat. In his mind, no sleek
and modern bus will ever recap-

the draughty old trams as they rat-
tled down the road.

But now 1t will be either ride
in a bus or walk to town, and he
reckons his bicycle has been put
away for all time.

“I haven't had a ride in a bus,
but I have ridden in damn cars
and I am sick of them,” he said.

file

In his younger days, trams and
bicycles were the only real trans-
port, except for walking. ‘When
he was a compositor on the Even-
ing Echo before the turn of the
century, he used to ride to Dowl-

- Ing Forest with the racing writers.

There were no telephones to
ring race results through to the of-
fice, so to cateh the evening: edi-
tion, he had to pedal back and
forth beiween the office in Mair
street and Dowling Forest with the

ture the atmosphere and feeling of

results.
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Although work was hard, it

would have been good to live in |

Ballarat in those early days.

When the kids were short of |

pocket money for ginger snaps,
they would walk behind the trams

and soon they had a few pence to :

take to the nearest lolly shop.

Two horses drew the double- '

decker trams, and Ballarat's roads
were not as traffickable as they are
now. It needed only a wheel to
hit a bump when a passenger was
paying his fare and the money
spilled over the side. ;

The trams could not stop to let
the unfortunate passenger retrieve
his money, so the youngsters follow-
ing the tram were a penny or two

richer. =

Mr Rollan recalls many humor-
ous rides home to Sebastopol on the
last tram on Saturday nights, Many
passengers had a free ride because
there were so many drunks on the
top deck that the conductor was
too scared to go up to collect their
fares.

He jokingly suggested the State
Electricity Commission should do-
nate a tram to him — after all, he
said, not many can boast of having
had the business of the same cus-
tomer for nearly 80 years.

MAIN STADIUM ' ,

MELBOURNE CRICKET GROUND

1
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Tramway’s Reunion

Sbug
Sweet Potato I Bacon

Or
Tomato I Vegetable

Roast @o%pperSauc r Musfiroom Sauce

Butter Fish With Herb Crust And Homemade Tartar Sauce

Grilled Chicken Bre th Marigo, Green Pepper Corn
&l Chilli Sauce

Self Serve
Desserts, Salads T Vegetables

$16.00 per head
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Received from: |

State Electricity Commission of Victoria
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

MID-WESTERN BRANCH

the sum of TWO DOLLARS -~ $2.00 MOTORMAN/CONDUCTOR PERMANENT CHANGE

to be REFUNDED ON DEMAND.

Signature of Recipient

. ..D. J. EVERETT
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