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BALLARAT TRAMS, SIMILAR TO THIS ONE, WILL SOON BE OPERATING AGAIN. e e =

THE BALLARAT TRAMWAY PRESERVATION SOCIETY WILL SOON COMMENCE A TOURLST SERVICE OVER NEARLY A MILE OF TRACK i)

IN WENDOUREE PARADE OPPOSITE THE BOTANIC GARDENS. PLEASE HELP PRESERVE PART OF AUSTRALIA'S HISTORY FOR THE
BENEFIT AND EDUCATION OF FUTURE GENERATIONS BY SENDING YOUR $2 MEMBERSHIP FEE T0 P,0. BOX 632. BALLARAT . 3350,
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'NO ADMITTANCE,
ALL ENQURIES AT

L FOREWASTITIC
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FRONT ROW L. TO R. — N. Lorensini, E. Lake, R. Williams, A. Jeffreys, A. Turnbull, H. Smerdon,
D. Kellett (Insp.), T. Dunstan (Insp.), L. Denmead ‘DTS), A. Maxwell (STI), L. Wellard (Insp.),
H. van Oorschot, N. Hunt, J. Billman.
SECOND ROW L. TO R. - J. Maher, H. Knight,

D. Thompson, I. Tierney, R. Morris, B. Mannion, D. McGregor, N. Hamilton,
W. Tuddenham, H. Reynolds, W. Segrave, D. Chambers, W. Ward, M. Blackman,

S. Lakey, B. Peart, W. Trusler (WS), G. Gray,
N. Robe,
W. Kell, R. Courtney,

L. Bird, R. Hall. :
THIRD ROW L. TO R. - D. Powell, S. Davies, M. Cahill, W. Newell, J. Mason, B, Morris, I. Trenfield,

R. Knight, A. Mercer, D. O'Leary, D. Domaschenz, T. Nancarrow, D. Everett, E. Fish.
FOURTH ROW L. TO R. — W. Davies, A. Domaschenz, H. van Rooy, B. Melville, V. Gill, L. Walker,

I. Wallis, T. Williams, E. van Rooy.

|
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The Sun, Saturday, April 15, 1972——Page 25 #® .‘

CHARING CROSS, Bendigo, in the 1880s . . . the trams had THE CENTRE of Bendigo ’roiay . . . the trams are clanking
: _ : into history.

yet to come.
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Tram careers into
car: Man injured

It careered across the
blocked the east side of Drummond
street and the entrance of Duucan
street to traffic.

Police spent an
traffic before the
ed back onto the tracks
ceeded under ils own power back
to the depot.

Meanwhile another tram
should have arrived in the city at
was stranded
sengers a little further north until
the track was cleared,

A Ballarat man was injured when
a tram careered across the road and
collided with an oncoming car in
Drummond street north on Saturday
morning.

Alwyn McEay, of Alber: street,
Sebastopol, the driver of the car,
was taken to the Ballarat Base
Hospital suffering from multiple
fractures.

The two vehicles collided at the
intersection of Drummond and
Duncan streets at 11.05 am.

No-one in the \tram, which was
driven by Victor Gill, of Creswick
road, was injured.

The car was extensively damag-
ed.

The tram was travelling north in
Drummond street when it left the
track just after the loop near
Duncan street.

AND AGENCY CO, LTD
D'IAI'-\D_ST.-STH_-.'FH

COOL, SHOWERS. TGP TEMP. 50.
PRICE 5 cents

SIXTEEN PA

McKay was trapped behind
steering wheel of his ear

hour directing

He was reported to be
tram was tow-

isfactory condition late on Saturday

* of wards for treatment
This is the second time in a month

in Ballarat have been involved
seide

one was injured in the other
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the first tram route to

HISTORIC

IN CITY’S LIFE

close.

DAY

" This is a sight which will
| not be seen again. A tram
| stands at the Victoria street
terminus as the driver
changes the pole over for
the return journey to the
city. From today, buses re-
place trams on the Victoria
street route.

S /Sixty i i the Victoria street tram route, Today the tram service
Si ears ago last Wednesday, the first electric tram ran on _ e tra {
has c‘eas:?. Yrrams %re to be replaced by motor buses and, although the changeover will take a few weeks, Victoria street is

]

MANY WILL MISS
SN THE TRAM

This morning Victoria street will appear

N

empty with the closure

of the tram route from .

Main road to Stawa_ll street.

| have not been a regular tram traveller
for many years, but once | used them daily, and, .

somehow, | think | will
trams.

Six days a week for three
years a group of young school-
boys boarded the Sturt street
west tram from Victoria street
every morning at 10 past
eight. : . :

Many stories could be told
about happenings on the 8.10
from Victoria street.

We occupied the back of
the tram, and the first person
on usually had the privilege

‘of sitting in‘the rear driver's

compartment.

A small metal notice read
“Passengers must not travel
in this compartment.”

The “good connies” never
worried about us, but we
knew the few who enforced
the rule and we kept out of
the compartment when they
were on duty. 3

It someone’s foot “accident-
ally” touched the sand button
and wasted valuable sand,
there would be a roar from
the front driver’s cabin. But
six innocent red-faced youths
would deny the Ppossibility of
a dellberate action in stand-
ing on the button — typical
school-boy procedure,

When the bogie trams were
Introduced we commandeered

the rear compartment, and
€re¢ Was.more T0OM to finish

DEPARTING TRAMS HAD

CELEBRITY

FAREWELL

The first of the city’s departing tram

services went out last ni
ment of crowds, cameras

The final day of the Vic-
toria Street and Gardens via
Drummond street north ser-

vices brought the best pat-
ronage for years.

Trams were crowded for|h

most of the afternoon, while
lalge groups of enthusiasts
stood by to phoiograph the
familiar trams which have
become the city's chief cele-
brities.

Interest mounfed  during
the evening, and the last
tram to leave the city for
Victoria street was already
erowded when it reached
Lydiard street.

————

ght to the accompani-
and ““Auld Lang Syne.”

Most of the passengers were
tramway enthusiasts, includ-
Ing members of the Ballarat
Tramway  Preservation So.
ciety, from Ballarat and Mel-
ourne who handed out pub-
licity circulars during the
jo'lll‘lx"ney.
camway - employees and
their - familjes prreg also
an};o:;g the travellers,
olice were rostered for
special  “tram " protection”
duty and police cars cruised
alongside the trams on the

final journeys, but no inecid-
ents were reported,

Tramway officials  sald
crowds had been orderly
throughout the day.

e R G YL

miss the Victoria street

2 school assignment or check
how to do a difficult mathe-
matical problem that was set
for “homework.”

As the tram proceeded
through Bridge and Sturk
streets more passengers and
rival college students joined
us.

The Ballarat High School
boys occupied the front of tha
tram and had the opportunity
to converse with the motor-
man while the tram was in
motion, despite another one
of those metal discs which
warned against such an act.

There was always a delay
at Drummond street waiting
for the Sebastopol tram to ar-
rive and passengers for Sturt
street west to change trams.

Pleasant  street was an
important landmark, School
caps were always donned so
that we arrived at college in
tull uniform.

The return trip home at
nlght necessitated changing
trams at Lydiard street,

The 10-minute wait allow-

ed time to buy our monthly

concession tickets. The tickets
%nowedhu_sl to tra.&'ei to and
I'om.school every day for four
shillings a month, B!

The trams were usually full
of passengers at night and wa
always behaved, as good col-
lege boys should.

Baturday mornings were
different — we were the only
passengers on the tram,

The “good connies” allowed
us to open and close the back
doors ab Grenville and Pleas-
ant streets, and even change
the point  at  Drummond
street ' to set the track {or
Sturt street west.

On Sundays we often
bought a concession ticket for
a shilling and travelled over
every Ballarat tram route.

It was a good afternoon’s
entertainment.

After leaving
trams served @s a means of
transport to entertainment
and other social outings,

In later years, they served
when the car was in dock or
when rain began falling after
walking to work.

Today the trams are going
from Victoria street, ang I

feel a pan of sadnesg
thelr loss gs I made ]

school, the

Many
friends among  Baj s
trammies, — Staff nenil;%}_;’
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8. Physical Training Junior Boys

] 9. Rhythmic Dance Junior Girls
Both Groups Directed by Mrs. E, C. Dempster

| J. School Orchestra Conductor, Allan R. Winslac
:
i 1. Play: “A Christmas Carol” Charles Dicke
Cast, in order of appearance:
, Ebenezer Scrooge Mark Day
i Bob Cratchit, his clerk Brian Lienert
Mrs. Cratchit Jan Mapleback
Martha Helen Pfeiffer
Peter David Gibbs
Belinda Carol Kinsman
Sue Rosemary Whelan
Tiny Tim Laurie Frost
' Messenger Boy Robert Cook
The Christmas Spirit Marlene Gelleri
Vote of Thanks to Guest Speaker Mr. W. T. Reever,

B.A., B.Ed., District Inspector of School

The Best School of All*” Senior Choir
Christmas Carol, “Silent Night* (Franz Gruber)

~ational Anthem

Musical Director Flora MacPherson
Accompanist Laird Briggs




The State Electricity Commission
has allocated Tram number 18 to be set
up af Sebastopol when the trams are re-
placed by buses in October.

The single-bogey  tram,
which was used during the
Sebastopol Borough Cquncll's
centenary celebrations in 1964,

‘| will be set up in St George's

Reserve.

Cr Ron Lee told the council
|| this week that he had held a
conference with SEC officials
who agreed that the tram be
allocated to Sebastopol.

The SEC said that, when

‘the trams were withdrawn

from service, it would restore

the tram and take it to the
reserve. A

“The SEC is prepared to set
the tram up on the site we
choose, and ted that

tracks, set on railway sleepers,
as a base,” Cr Lee said,

fram, and build a large, rela-
af the reserve.

® Tram number 18, the
single-bogey tram  used
during the Sebastopol
Borough Council’s centenary
celebrations, leaves the
tramways sheds yesterday.

we use some of-the tram :

‘The council decided to Ob- |
tain measurements of the =5

tively vandalproof enclosure ;

“Unless the fram is put in
a strong, vandalproof enclo-
sure, it will be wrecked with-
in a week,” the Mayor, Cr N.
F. Donald, said. {

'CENTENARY TRAM
FOR SEBASTOPOL

-

e

e
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Never too y0ung to___ help

- Charity is the inthing with the yeounger generation.

Grades 1 and 2 of Eureka Stieet Primary School and the

Counfry Infant Room held a popular foys quest yesterday
and ralsad $45 for the uhool‘s social service fund
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tion Society spent
b f the Ballarat Tramway Preservation S
all day ye,:t?a::lair:q:ving the last of their trams to the society’s new depot

) | - | | - i double bogeys
I . | i dens. The trams were both the large
ra ms rOII aga I n :i‘i':hﬂ;ﬁozo::;:bfrzrf:ur and a half hours to move from the roadway to

|
1

their temporary track. The trams were towed from the old depot.
: _ .

N . retirement as

Members believe the
a first at the Zion C
Ea{;ional Church in S
pol.

Tram 42, which ha
bought by the chureh
deélivered yesterday n
by SEC workmen.

In an operation th:
less than two hou
tram was lowered into
tion parallel to the
facing Walker street.

The church inte:
€quip the tram withi
next six weeks for u
:é' Sunday school kin

n,

B':E‘Ihe t1}1~1inlst.er of thi
allarat area Congreg
Churches, Rev Svd
said yesterday that th
had been obtained for
Sunday school rooms
because the church d
have the money for
. needed extensions, anc
' %beoausc of the adve
urch union with the
byterian and Me!
‘ churches,
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. “We thought it unw
i make any struetural
‘ tions existing bu
until it is determined
properties in  the ¢
would be used by a

church,” he said. 4
“In the case of othe
being chosen, this tram
easily be moved to a

site,

“When we heard th
rams were to he disco
ed in Ballarat, we agp
the SEC and 'were del
when we were notifie
one had been allocat
u

LS e T A
6 off from “To enable us to pu
i d turned out to see tram No. 36 of » and alter this tray
Eorer o Bl Mapahrn 1 Eehirond i o1 Lo o i b
A TV star on Wednesday, e
Ballarat destination, it became a o magnificeniiy thfoughoubiher run.a
fimt tles °|f H;:du?h?'hs::mse‘ abel{;llo more sprightly .fl-.I" lh?mhel’:m‘n hEIde rl':'!;":
o g i at the Hawthorn Depot. From 'I'{:‘m"l":, Maver.cf HiGbarn.
drunk in :hamg‘!!{ Chisholm, Mayor of Ballarat, Cr K.R‘I A on:d' yor
8, Johnsen, Cr J. A and Cr Fred Johnson, Mayor of Richmond.
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TRAM 42 RETIRES —AS
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ittty bty
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The low loader which car-
ried the tram to the church
manoeuvres into the church
vard shortly after 1 p.m.
yesterday. When the truck

A CHURCH KINDERGARTEN izt i

tram was lowered to the

It would be a safe bet that the manufacturers of Balia- | ground. The delivery creat-

ed much interest’ in the

rat’s tram number 42 would not have imagined it spending its | neighborhood and many

retirement as o Sunday school kindergarten.

Members believe they -have

a first at the Zion Congre- | will

ga{:mnal Church in Sebasto-

Tram 42, which hag been
bought by the church, was
delivered " yesterday njorning
by SEC workmen, g

In an operation that took
less than  two hours, the

was lowered into a posi-
tlon parallel to the church
facing Walker street,

The church  intends to
€quip the tram within the

next six weeks for use as|in

at Sunday school kindergar-
ten,

The minister of the two
Ballarat area Congregational
Churches, Rey Syd Munn,
said yesterday thaf the tram
had been obtained for use as
Sunday school rooms partly
because the church did not
have the money for much
needed extensions, and part-
ly because of the advent of
church union with the Pres-

terian  and  Methodist
churches,

“We thought it unwise to
make any structural addi-
tions to " existing buildings
until it is determined which
propertles in  the district
would be used by a united
church” he said, = ;

“In the case of other si

being chosen, this tram cowld|{ WA more

easily be moved to a new
site,

“When we heard that the|th

irams were to pe discontinu-
ed in Ballarat, we a plied {0
the SEQ anq were delighted
when we were notified that
one had been allocated to
us, ° :
“To enable us to purchase
and alter this tram to

meet health regulations, it
be nece for us to
sell any removable parts to
souvenir hunters or to tram
Preservation societies.

“We are calling tenders
for the parts and have al-
réady had  inquiries from
groups and interested indi-
viduals from all over Aus-
tralia.” :

Mr Munn said that the
tram would be equipped for
Sunday school purposes with-
the next six weeks, after
which it would be dedicated
for Christian education,

Mr C. Merrett, who was
appointed by the church to

supervise the installation of

the tram, said that as far
as church members could
work out, Zion was the first
church to make us of a tram
as a Sunday school kinder-
garten in Vietoria,

The general manager of
the SEC, Mr I. Pellas and the
SEC works superintendent,
Mr W. Trusler attended the
church to see the tram be-

delivered,

Munn sald the bogies,

motor, and trolley arms had
R Hecte " Erumpar 1o
C ranspor -
sociation, v
Trams stopped running in
: n 10 years ago
and all the preservation so-
clties were ahle to gef were
e bodies, so they were keen
to get other parts of equip-
ment from Ballarat,
unn said the founda-
tions had been prepared. for
the tram for several weeks
as i was not certain what
date the tram was to be de-
livered,

‘people watched the pro-
; ceedings.
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~ Eclipse -
special:
Middle

64 pages .

WEATHER. — Bureau forecast: 627246

Mild to warm. Wind tending . _
casterly.  ® Details, Page 59. | BRLNA G VLR ET11Y sale
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=7 ; e = : ; : Lt losion of light” that lasted for about eight
, ' ; taken from a light plane The picture shows an exp
A SPLlT-SECONE record of a once 25"60‘0”‘}; up over the Pacific 160 km sunhgh;l;u;tz fcv; slicor;::: before the sec't?ﬂdf;as an ecrie expericnce when
in-a-lifetime event . . . ; la, NSW. moon blocked out the s 3 locked out.”
" This spectacular Bl’.;f".'r'.e' d'f;‘e"m',’,’ eas'tri:fd::‘ee?mua?ong the path of the Timialc,_r ;:hos has{ be(;!ns tak_::lsg 3:;- *.heEcs]?:s:ai?v_zo::::;f-‘*hegebc‘;: da“‘::;c‘
3 her Bi indaie, cap- : : : E fures for e Sun for 26 years, ] ! il
f::esp};:t:g;?pfhe most magnificent  eclipse searching for perfect cloud c:';lfcd it as a “brilliant sparkle of Page 2; Jetf's view — Page 8.

hases of Saturday’s solar eclipse. less viewing conditions.
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What Apollo

can tell us

From WALTER SULLIVAN, of the New York Times.

HOUSTON, Sun.

may generate more
tion in history.

The experiments as-
signed to Neil Armstrong
and Edwin Aldrin are
comparatively simple. Yet
they are designed to en-
lighten some of the most
fundamental’ problems of
science,

These include:

® Is Einstein's theory

of gravity wrong 18
raw:r’:t.y slowly weaken-
ng?

@ Is the moon a way-
ward planet captured by
the earth, or:is it a true
daughter of our earth?

® Have early sleps to-
. wards the evolution of

life occurred on the
moon and can lunar
material explain how

those steps occurred on
earth? »

@ Are the continents of
the earth in motion —
drifting on the earth's
surface?

@® Can subtle wobbles
of the earth’s spin be

used to predict major -

earthquakes?

@ Can the composition
of the “solar wind” tell
us the origin of the solar
system?

Besides the rock sam-
les, the astronauts will
Ering back a roll of alu-
minium foil which will be
stretehed out during their
stay facing the sun.

The nuclei of helium,
neon, argon, Krypton and
xenon atoms blowing out
from the sun will embed
themselves in the foil for
later analysis,

Dr Johannes Geiss of
Berne University in
Switzerland believes that
the composition of this
“wind” will throw light
on the way in which the
sun and planets were
formed.

They will leave behind
four earthquake detec-
tors which will broadcast
information about dis-

turbances on the moon,

— The landing of men on the moon

scientific discoveries than any expedi-

The detectors are pow-
ered by electricity gen-
erated by sunlight and
jwarrned during the freez-
n
active plutonium,

The astronauts will also
leave behind a laser re-
flector. This will be used
to follow subtle changes
in earth-moon distances.
It is these changes that
may indicate whether
gravity is weakening or
the continents drifting.

One advantage of the
reflector is that it is pas-
sive, It contains no elec-
tronics or other devices
whose failure could Jjeop-
ardise the experiment.

Pulses of light, gener-
ated by a powerful laser
shining through the 107-
inch telescope of the Uni-
versity of Texas, will be
aimed at the reflector
from earth over a period
of 10 years or more.

The travel time of the
pulses to the moon and
back again can with mod-
ern methods be measured
with: sufficient accuracy
to determine the distance
to within six inches.

Changes in the earth-
moon distance may show
whether — as Einstein
said — gravity is constant,

or whether as the universe

TO THE

lunar night by radio-

expands, gravity weakens,
This would loosen the
earth's hold on the moon
and increase the distance
between the two.

The French observatory
in the Pyrenees is plan-
ning to use the Iaser re-
flector and scientists in
the Soviet Union, Japan,
Australia and Holland
may do so as well. These
observations would make

possible to look for
changes in relative posi-
tions of the observing
stations caused by con.
tinental drift.

Such motion should pe
observable after 10 vears
of observation. Some bhe-
lieve Hawaii is drifting
towards Japan at the
rate of five inches a year,
which sheuld be obsery-
abl]% after a year and ga
half.

The ability of astron-
auts to chose a suitable
site to place each instru-
ment and pick out the
rocks of greatest interest is
one of the prime justifi-
cations for a manneqd
landing. An automated
collector, such as some
believe the Russians may
land, could only bring
back the counterpart of
the astronauts contingency
sample.

O,

WORLD

Edwin Aldrin interrupted his work inside the
moonship on the surface of the moon today to
glve a message to “the people of the world.”

Aldrin, a 39-year-old Air Force Colonel, radioed

to the ground
centre here:

“li‘l

control at the manned spacecraft

ust like fo ask that everyone around ihe

world who might be lfsteuinﬁatl? pause and consider
s,

the events of the past few

“I'd like to ask everyone to
events, each in his own way.”

contemplate these

S

p A




The Lal Lal Iron
Company and

PO EEE

Lal Lal Iron  Company, vidoria; Artisi's impression shows the works,
!umldlng in the fn_reground Was the dasting shed. Because ofi the heat jpveived it
is assumed that this sheq Was open as shown. The large circular conteivance on jop
of the stone column Was probah]y involved in producing the bfast, Also lacated
~ here was a pump 1o bring Water up from the Mooraboof River, 125 feet helow.
i ; il ' The area in the lower right-hand eorner appears to
' Contain further moulds, but preseni Semains indicate
; slag removal from this spot, by tipping it down the

Saturﬂday-unnnw.-;u- LA 1)

..........‘m..-..mMagazine The large

ST T I TR
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Some of the historical data in this article
has been published previously. While repetition
of this information has been avoided as far as
possible, some of it by its very nature is exactly
the same as that contained in other articles, but
most of what you are about to read is original

unpublished research.

Some geological details derived "from several un-

published reports
logists, covering the period
the technically minded.

The orebody which covers an
comprises a siliceous limonite of

by Victori

an Mines Department geo-
1877-1949 are given here for

area of 149 acres,
sedimentary origin,

containing 68.70 per cent iron oxide. Unfortunately the

deposit is too limited (about
{ likely that the bulk of the

smelting, and it appears

best oré has been removed: so i
are most unlikely.

ting & second Hamersley

By the early 18705 Balla-
rat had become a busy en-
gineering centre requiring

. large quantities of pig iron

700,000 tons) for loeal
the chances of promo-

Paaa ey
® The authors of

X

this 3 et
article request any per- m

50n or organisation, hav-

for its many foundries, ing records or photo-
which were turning out graphs of the Lal Lal
mining machinery, orna- area and of the Iron
menial cast iron, railway Company in particular,

locomotives and a host of
other things

If is not surprising, there-
fore, that local businessmen
in Ballarat should consider
utilising the deposits of iron
ore discovered in 1857. on
the west bank of the West-
€rn Moorabool river, abont
3% miles from Lal Lal and

to allow the authors use
of such material so that
as much as possible can
be preserved and aceur-
ately recorded of this
;i:nportant area of activ-

peal will be greatly ap-
preciated,

b s 8 S S S s N P

about 16 miles south-eas: Contact :
of Ballarat, Mr R. W. P. ASHLEY,
One early step in this P.O. Box 170,
direction was ¢aken on Phone 32 4891.

January 3, 1874, when The
Courier published a pros-
beotus to form a company

to work this deposii; N0 Seere POr Lt et s e s sy

doubt the locals were given ation must have pu: a very

a small amount of prod- Shrbna ase, for the G TS

ding by the Victorian S'YONg case, for the Govern- ¥
S o s ment of Victoria offered a s : &

Government which was in- bounty of £10,000 to ¢ ‘the 33 WL

tensely envious of the first “company to producu < § g

successful iron and smelting
industry in New Sou‘h
Wales,

STARTING POINT

After several meetings of
brospective  investors, the
Lal Lal Iron Company Lim-
ited was registered on Feb-
ruary 18, 1874, the nominal
capital being £48,000 in 480
shares of £100 each. Crown

Ballarat 2250,
or The Courier, Sturt
f Street, Ballarat.

y.
All answers to this ap- §

10,000 tons of iron
in Victoria, the Lal
Lal company even-
tually  benefitted
from this bounty
o the extent of
one or two pay-
ments, each of
$1000. Evidence ex-
ists of the first payment in
1881.

Opened 0fficiallf on
October 26. 1878

small moulds running off at
right angles, rather like a

old “No Liability” company
which had been formed in
1876.

The major remnant of the
Lal Lal iron mining is this

blast furnace which pro-
duced 2260 tons of pig
iron from 4429 tons of ore
during the years 1881 to
1884, It has been classified
‘A' by the National Trust
to be preserved at all costs.

" steep hillside towards the river.

_ﬁ

Lease No. 397 over 320 acres On_Saturday, February SOW feeding a litter of suck- T 3 llarat, Sat, June 5, 1971 Pqage 23
vas granted ¢ M : . 20, 1875, Mrs ler, wife ling pigs. : . . THE COURIER, Ballarat, Sat.,
was granted and Mr E. H. L 875, Mrs Goller, wife Affer everyone inspected A local newspaper report The works were set out T et o a s e o amd ane s N AaAREE T

on this event described it . . .

Swifte appointed manager, of one of the directors, was = o : :
charged with the responsi- enthusiastically cheered by the works, and being duly “as an atlempt to answer the On  five terraces hand cut : T LI e
bility of finding the best @ crowd of directors ang impressed With what they oypeniation of its (the out of the side of a hill, the : Savurdays N -
method of building a blast their wives, shareholders saw, they adjourned to g company’s) many friends Ilozgve?bt, 015 whé;:h 1wa.si afb?lut = "“""‘“"”"'"MagaZII"IE z

-ft. above the level of the 5 ; -

furnace to smelt the ore,

and the erection of rolling

ills > .gi E: i ; - occasion, for rand lun- :
n“\i}? %:vi‘fl*]é ‘}i;ﬁ everyone ELY E'L:)jr]:t {;llfénife \rf?nlzt;??gt cheon pr'egiodec? o%erubly ?erle The directors of the new race stands the blast fur- —  ° o X
else in the company, knew In 1876, the old co chairman of the company, Company were Messrs A, H. nace, next to which wasbuilt ___ 1| B L
Zitde abou' ore Smelting i ool o oy G ™ Mr Kelly. King, J. J. Goller, C. B. e casting shed, the walls = -,{4{4-215_};' o4/
2nd running iron works, S0 N Iiabiity” company for- _ After a further 11 years Retallack, Josiah Glasson of which were constructed of LA S TRRRETE /
Be was sent overseas S00n meq with . pond modest  Of Production, it was found and Mr Little, all of whom locally quarried stone. Be- e — HIEIm
er his appointment 10  fancial = ambitions. the that the furnance capacity were well known Ballarat cause of this it' may have jgi\\\_ 3 8961
¢ 3 W Was too limited, so the di- businessmen. The secretary been unique, as all other pey reguevs webug Poptiy T GUEL MA

study these things and re-
port back to the Board of
Directors.

On his return, work be-
£2n in earnest on the site
o open up the ore quarries
z2nud build an experimental

iast furnace—which was
=imply a modified upright

oiler standing 28-ft. high,
pering owtwards from 28-
. at the mouth to 42 in. at
bosches, with a 30-in.
th. Some of the fire-

and workers, when she plac-
éd a light in the first loc-

number of directors was re-
duced from seven to five
and Mr E. H, L. Swiffe
was appointed manager. Mr
Swifte was later replaced by
Mr A. L. Gilliland in 1881,

EARLY TROUBLES
During the  years 1875-
1878 the company was ex-
periencing teething troubles
with the smelter and much
time was spent in finding
the best fuel for the fur-

hut nearby which had been
specially prepared for the

rectors — acting on the re-
commendation of the furn-
ace manager, Mr Bevdarick

. — had plans drawn up for

a new furnace to be erected
at the same works area. on
the west bank of the West-
ern Moorabool river.,
Tenders were called for
construction of the furnace,
which stands today, but all
tenders were rejected by the
directors as being too high.

and the supporters of local
industries . . .»

. .

was Mr A, L. Gilliland, and
the consulting engineer Mr
Peter Matthews. Paid up
capital of the new company
was increased to £22500 by
the issue of 5000 new shares
each paid up to £1-10-.

THE REASONS

One of the reasons why
the new company was form-
ed could have been that as
a “No Liability” company, it

Western Moorabool river. y
On this lowest (fifth) ter-

buildings are of timber con-
struction. There was also
a large crane erected on this
level as the company even-
tually intended to enter the
pipe manufacturing busi-
ness. This venture was a
short lived reality at Lal Lal
and it is known that pipes
were also cast at the com-
pany’s foundry in Urquhart
street, Ballarat, in 1883,
The next terraces upwards

B icks in the _]iningllw_erte nace, using at different Work then began late in had difficulty in raising (the fourth and third) were
made locally in Ba -&ad times = charcoal because May, 1880, with day labor money in calls from its the machinery levels: hore
e rest, for the hearth and  Gimper wac plentiful in the under the supervision of a shareliolders; most of the Jarge stone pillars support-

bosches, being imported
from England.

At the second half-yearly
smeziing of shareholders, on
Jamuary 30, 1875, the direc-

. oo-cCpponi e piO=""rum Seither Geelong or  from 5 site within the com.: river below in a vertical lift

g—:ifdégggii %r:'?::{};nzg the Ballarat gas works. bany’s lease, for the shell, Of five shillings a share was of 230  foet. then through

SR ctc. - that a  Finally all was ready for @and fire bricks imported 2 large sum to pay sut. T¢ more than 500 feet of piping

P FOMn Mianaball had Reen™ aas oTfin opening. ~ Aec- from Harris and Pearson of a call was made, the share- i all parts of the works, ol R LV v v Lv lv LV
erszazed to superintend op-  cordingly, on the afterncon Stourbridge, England, for holder under the “No Liabil-  cluding two boilers which

erations, as he allegedly had of October 26, 1878{. the the Jining. : étg tgﬂgfﬁ:ngp“’?gengg]?bltlﬁ; vrovided steam for the en-

-omeiderable experien in Chief Secretary of Vie- The new. furnace was 56- ’ gine. =
cos :z,'fffw_?mgfw - forla, Mr Graham Berry ff. tall, exacily (wice {he amount already paid on the 54 FORM of air blower p 3599 9Y3 SI <

>y also stated that a
e stamphead cast from
company’s iron by
rs Walker & Company,
one of Ballarat’s largest
i mining companies —
Temperanee Company
s found to outweir two
Yy stampers.
we report also stated
a deputation of direc-

thail & "5 the Minister for bar, to release the molten tion Aind a bright future, ough capital for the venture here to enable small skips
to! 'J"MDr*cérr;ber 1874, for metal which then flowed out In July 1883, Mr William and quite possibly the dir- loaded with these materials SE NV3IA
e '-"-”ow_ of having the into the moulds in the floor, Little, a Ballarat broker, ectors took this action, to to be discharged into the 3 ‘SUYNOH ¥3LiVv <
the _;"..".‘;;%I'IM offer a honus These moulds are called f;]oatid aLnlew company — fry anc}i IEIL;E Lttllm lt;gl;ao; furnace, ilel 68 LYIAFTID IWIVHYUD S <
FOVIEEERE 7 2+ ir “pigs” because the iron runs the Lal al Iron Company money los he co n .
- =5 %(Ih;c %’;‘Lfécpﬁﬂ’f along a main channel with Limited — to take over the in forfeited Shares, ® Cont. Next Week L ‘Nva@is oLnyv 00S NODTV4 aiod £961

" doumMo | ‘NYQ@3Is 8A 00S NODTVH 6961 =
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lease, hrown coal because
there was a large deposit
then being mined nearby,
and coke, but this would
have had to be brought

dccompanied by Major W,
C. Smith who was the Min-
ister for Mines, six other
Members .of Parliament,
Ballarat businessmen and
their wives, arrived at the
works.

Mr Berry performed the
opening ceremony by break-
ing open a special clay seal
in the furnance with an iron

ISMIAT ¥I0Ie Inn naca

Mr Boswarrick, who was at
that time a highly reeom-
mended member  of the
building trade in Ballarat,
using locally quarried stone,

height of the old, and 25-ft.
square at the base. The
furnace was completed in
early 1881 and after allowing
several months to dry out,
was fired and blown in, and
the first iron — about four
tons — drawn off on March
26, 1881. The company then
looked forward to a pro-
gramnie of constant produc-

(N i Tl

shareholders were not
wealthy, some were farmers,
one was an engineer, anoth-
er a policeman, there were
€ven’ several “gentlemen”,
and to most of them a ecall

shares was simplv forfeited.
However, as a “Limited”
company, ' the shareholder
had to take up the call; he
or she could even be sued
for the money by the com-
pany.

Right from the very first
meeting of shareholders in
the old company, there was
the difficulty of raising en-

ol Bal =

: I-.I (745 T

ed the steam engine of about
50 hp which was used to
drive :

A PLUNGER type pump
which drew water from the

which provided the neces-
sary blast for the furnance
at a pressure of about 15 lbs
per square inch.

The second level held the
shed in which was stored
charcoal, coke, limestone
and possibly ore which had
been reduced to a suitable
size for smelting. A small
bridge was built out from

SEEEEA N g
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Because the Lal Lal Iron Works
were situated in the bush about 16 miles
from Ballarat and about 3} miles by
road, east of Lal Lal — which was a
small township at that time — the Lal
Lal Iron Company ran a general store for

its employees and contractors on the
works area.

the foot of the range, then
along a rough track, just
wide enough for the wagons,
which had been cut through
the bush by the company.

In the dry weather these
hardy beasts managed quite
well, but whenever it rain-
ed the rough track into the
works became impassable. to build

The_resplb of this sitna. 10 build a fran :
o WAS (130 COHLUTtrty v;}nixh &mb 2E7d - f.n?.n)na_;

supplies of coke and lime- 11".9 1ket.h 2d been surveyed to
stone was lost, so the works . Ik the works site with the
had to shut down raillway; it skirted the lig-
a z nile swamp on the north
Weather side, whereas the line as

built in 1883-84 was south of

In 1883 the smelier Was the swam e
only worked for four months
of the year due to these eir-
cumstances,

concessions on limestone
supplies which were quar-
ried at Leigh road (Bates-
ford), and on the pig iron
sent to Ballarat and Mel-
bourne
In 1884 there were up to
160 men, mainly iron work-
ors. ore miners, and char-
burners, working in the
2.  In addition to the
Store the company Dulic
biacksmiths’ and carpenters’
shops in the general works
area, and also built 2 num-
ber of houses and huts on
its lease for the workers.
of these houses, the
eT's cottage, was bullt
s menufactured at
Lal brickworks,
were situated west

having considerable finan-
cial difficulties, due pri-
marily to the fact that En-
glish steel mills were aple
to ship out pig iron to Aus-
LIRUR 8BS DAlRST L7 sifve wiresic
and wool clippers and sel]
it to the foundries in Bal-
laray, at o price far below
that which was smelted by
the Lal Lal company.

Another reason was the
enormous cost of transport-
ing the raw material to,
and the finished products
from, the works.

In refurn for these con-
céssions the company offer-
ed to purchase from the

» { 5 he T Sx. + : :
N -Ballarat The only way of irans- On June 2, 1881, the Tt the tine of preparing the
4 lnﬁ%lba%gn;b?élhaﬁ porcigg supplies to the of what was to be masy port, the Minister had not
orth-west of the Lal smelting works was by bul- such deputations from ;fle repliad to tliefr submissions
Lal Hotel. lock wagon along roughly direciorate approaches the ani het they would have fo

£

{ ro Minister for Railways, Mr

Patterson, requesting freight

P

e restate their case at @ later

i date. In November 1831 the
conpany again wrote to the
Railways Department asking
for the concessions and also
for o siding to be built near
Lal Tal station,

No coneessions were given,
but the Railways Depart-
ment did agree to build a
siding,

No record could be found
of any deputation to the
Rallways in 1882, but there
was a change of govern-
ment in Vietoria in March
1883, and this probably
prompted the directors of
the new company to once
again press the claim for
freight concessions etc,

The next deputation met
the new Minister for Rail-
ways, Mr Duncan Gillies,
MLA, on August 22, 1883.
This time they had enlisted
the help of the local parlia-
mentarians, the Hon. Peter
Lalor, MLA, and the Hon.
Henry Cuthbert, MLC. Other
local 5 present includ-
ed Major W. C. Smith and
Messrs Jjohn

Rallways sufficient old rails
tramway to the

The report of the diree-
tors for the half-year end-
ing July 1881 states that to

ramway
s huilt

Other facts and figures
put forward by Mr Little
were that during the previ-
ous 12 months 600 tons of
pig iron, 300 tons of cast-
ings, 400 tons of limestone,
600 tons of coke and 30 tons
of other materials for the
company had been shipped
with the Railways, but when
the plant was put into tull
production it was estimated
(most liberally) that 200-250
tons of materials would be
shipped weekly by rail to
and from the works; in view
of this the directors felt the
- government should give the

company some railway
‘Ireight concessions. - d

Railway

It was also-explained that
due to the inpassability of
the bush tn ks in the win-
{e production was_ often
held ap for several months,
s0 the directors had also
come to ask the government
for the use of, graiis, or pur-
chase on easy terms, about
3% miles of old rails weigh-
ing about 280 tons, to enable
a tramway to be built to
connect the smelting works
with the government rails,
Permission was alsp sought
to enter crown langd to make

Compa

ny's

® The author
organisation, havin
Lal area and of th
the authors use of
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s of this article request any person or

or photographs of the Lal

e lron Company in Particular, to allow
material so that as much as possible

can be preserved and accurately recorded of this im-
portant area of activity.

All answers to this appeal will he greatly
appreciated.

Contact: Mr R. W. P. ASHLEY. P. O. Box 170,

Phone 32 4891,
Street, Ballarat.

BRSNS T e

pany. The exact price he
would name after he had re-
ceived the written request
from the company stating
precisely what they were
prepared to do.”

The company duly ap-
plied in writing to the Min-
ister offering £4-0-0 to £4-
10-0 per ton for the rails,

The next deputation, on
Wednesday, October 3, 1883,
did not succeed in getting
freight concessions, but the
Minister offered them old
50 1b rails at £4-10- per ton
Wwith three years to payv.
This offer was readily ac-
cepted by the depufation,
and on Oclober 23, 1883 ten-
ders  were advertised in
The Ballarat Courier, the
contract was let by Novem-
ber 5, and construction be-

gan almost immediately, :

As the need for earth-
worke.was  minimal (the
road Dbed =ras only about 5
ft. wide and 18 in high), the
contractor was able . to
have the line completed up
to the company’s boundary

in just two weeks, How-
ever, in those days, even
though paid annual leave
was non-existent, everyone
knocked off work for — the
Christmas season and by

early January work had cea.
sed on the tramway due to a

cancelled for

not paying rent

a temporary breasting of the
tramway with d¢he siding
granted by the previcus gov-
ernment,

shortage of labor,
Work recommenced alter
about a week and the line

lease

Ballarat 3350. or The Courier, Sturt

into the crown leasehold of
the lignite company and ran
roughly parallel to the road
for  about eight chains,
keeping to the highest con-
tours; it then continued in
a south-easterly direction
still in the crown leasehold
of the lignite company and
after a series of sharp cur-
ves and straights, the line
then ran straight for about
25 chains up to the bound-
ary of the lignite company’s
lease,

Avoid swamps

Due to the very nature of
the area, the line was sur-
veyed to avoid the large
swamp in this paddock; even
then there would have been
need for at least one cul-
vert.

Upon reaching the houn.
dary, the line turned in an
easterly direction to Tin
almost due east for about
100 chains to the -southern
boundary of the iron conl-
pany’s leasehold,

From here the line turn-
ed north-east into the
leased  area and started to
climb the hill at first on g
shg@ﬂ; incline, then: gradual-
ly rising to a erade of abouf
1 in 30 to the passing loop
on the top of the hill; after

s loop,

Passing through thj
the line ran flat for

& shont distance,
then down the hill
on a grade of aboub
1 in 30 to the south
of the main ore
quarry, and on to
the ‘end at the
charcoal shed on
the second level.
On the map, in
the south-western
corner of lIot 18,
there s a small
triangular area, the
hypotenuse of which was
excised from the allotment,

: Originally it was intended
Rees, John e ‘i?f’e’p%g“idmﬁ?,’,‘ffggﬁe to divert the line here and
James, James Russell,  Alex The directors explained urd;nyg Janlﬁare 19, 1884 The teke it through the middle
Young, David Davies, and further that with the in- 2 Vs A of lots 14 and 15 to the
- : actual gauge is unknown :
William Uren. creased capital, the Com-  pit10cal opinion puts it af government line,

Mr Liftle apparently had  pany intended %o enter eX-  petweon 9 1t and 3 ft Permission to run through
prepared a strong case for tensively into the casting of At about, 87 wiles A TALA these properties “'é‘ﬁy’?f;“k‘fd‘.%
mefwompangﬁn_x_mhgpe_’ngg}yl 4;&31-‘%13 E\‘j‘?ﬁm the 1";10;1.00111{):3115"-‘:; "{dlz wll%gilllccgogpthe Lands

# thi eo The 1roll 'f, and AUt mag ot " for non-pay-

tons this proJ ncessions. ing was very short, B0 Foe  wWas iment  for and-

1790150 stated that freight co ¢ the Members of {Egthe first fe“;mclll}?# cnt- DBI;;t of rent, ii-n '{:‘é‘f‘il‘. ap-

- Mr mgt.%oa (this fi- Sev&r&l% present  also 1 poingin ’fw;';y most Pro-  polders along };gg easement,

about 17,0 +0 be a mistaké  parliamen alf of the oM~ ting the WAMWAT L L% oty plied to have ine ran from
s | rier ke on beh: iberal “1 s laid s0 ime- 5, which the line

gure & Ballarat Cow spoke dvocated libe bably was filled with 1if in whic 97 -included  in

in bofll Nt Star oS00 pany efd Gy the goverm-  gkips 0.4 coke would have iheie properties. This situd-

an' s would be trea oty stone the floor 1€VEL 1" thi f{mntly set the La
correot ﬁg\:lrﬂiron had been ment. to been below hs an skips tion evi = problem,;
of DI ine i icter’s TEPIY R wagons at ete., artment 1 ‘e Tever -

S from 1ocelt & been nmgﬂ%{{iﬁi as veported gggdé’dlw% TR nave Eﬁ’l’cnlgg{{? Sohioh ‘as _mo

ore, most O ing shoes, S Ballarat Star (Aug ile - from the Wo o6 of the slo been 160 ar to have ever

into stamp e, in the s . . » - While n advantag slight- tles appe ew titles
oy for the, minis g Done 23, 18600 with the ob- E‘}‘}ﬁ% land an¢, " evel of  fen RAuACer On 111131{-{::11::1\11!
which ha rd limonite  SYIPAC “ihe company, ly 8% wagons. e rox) width of trams
quality pggié"?%oht?hre imported %%‘;‘_{ﬁ] ors.ot, mt}]eg“";}éﬁfé ::i)?‘g t‘h?rgf::r:f;gnne was onls‘t‘i‘;(‘: \(,3;,)5,1 ?:13(1 ghown on tho
was supe ils but t, € rty for sish plan,
: he T2 ice a roperty - ish p
Ppgrnermore, otes SO0 ifer and name t Bofived aimey B e S8 Toxied g Cont. Next Week
t in pr which he nd rails v ing there -past e
11;';1;1 i ?ggnme a?;; 'pﬁll::lt ihyeel S;ﬁg?%}gnﬂnd would %?il%gti.gtﬂf“ed e | by permission from
v ecess various iy the com- duced by
erecting ﬂ“’g‘d cast the fin= (08 oble to Supp: % has been repro Lal Lal
to smelt it & = arat industry, é " MNo. . ains of the { a
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Horses used for the

When the Lal Lal Iron Company's
leasewas cancelled by the Lands Depart-
mext for non-payment of rent, all the
land holders along the tramway route to
Lal Lal applied to have the easement, in
which the line ran from lats 23 to 27 in-
ciuded in their properties.

This sifudtion evidently set the Lands De-
partment a problem, which seems to have never
been legally settled as no titles appear to have
ever been adjusted, or new titles ever issued for
half-chein (approx.) width of tramway land
shown on the parish plan,

When the allotments on
the south side were pur-
chased about  1904-10, the
survey did not include the
tramway ground although
today the fencing of allot-
ments 23 and 24 does in-
clude it.

It is also included with-
in the fencing of lot 18. A
walk along the route today
will show that the fence line
varies from one side of
the old easement to the
other and back again.

_The route of the line can
still be followed today for
most of the way. It can be
picked up from lot 21 and
be driven along up to the
fence of lot 24, the fence of

lot 23 having long been
gane.
By following the fences

rgiht along one can clearly

see Lo formation, particul-
Ary in the area formerly
leased by the ‘company,

which starts on the eastern
boundary of lot 18 and the
northern boundary of Jot
16.

Once inside this area the
formation ean be followed.
by looking very carefully in
paris, right through to the
works,

TWO METODS

There were two main
methods of locomotion on
the tramway—haulage by
horses was one, and gravity
Was The otheér. Horses were
used for the first two sec-
tions of the down journey
to the works, and for only
one section of the up jour-
ney to the mail siding,

As mentioned earlier, the
siding on the government
line was set in a cutting,
and left the main line at a
high point just north of
the present 83 mile post.
When trains on the ‘iron
COmpany’s (ramway were
ready to depart, the chocks
under the wheels would be
removed, the brakes releas-
ed and the horsess would
start to walk down the hill,
around the curve to the
south—a slight application
of the brakes might be
made here, as the curve was
fairly sharp; then away
they would move down the
hill gathering momentum
all the time, around the
swamp, acress the flat, then
up one side of a small hill,
down the other side and up
another hill in lots 21 and
23, along the top and into
the loop in lot 24; here
the line was clear, the team
would start off for the ctim
up the hill to the other loop
on the top. At this point,
if the line was still clear,
the trucks, with brakes-
men, were releaced to roll
free down the hill fo the
works.

For “up” frains from the
works, horses hauled the
ioad up the hill to the pass-
ing loop on the highest
pomt; hére they were ta-
k2n off and if the line was
clear the train would be
allowed to roll down the hill
through the loop in lot 24,
down and up the next two
hills where It would pro-
bably lose a bit of momen-
tum, then down the hill to
the curves and straights
aroupd the sSwamp (the
brakeman would have slow-
ed the train here) and on
to stop 2L the company's
siding onr the railway.

SIX HORSES

Mr Fraok Diamond, a
life-long £al Lal resident,
informed us that he was
told that the horses used
for {he trams were worked
in two tezms, each prob-
ably of four or six draught
horses. In each team, two
or three horsés Were prob-
ably attached each side of a
eentral pole by collars,
hames and «=bains,

One reporier who visiled
the site with a party of
ironworkers in 1884,  was
told by the company’s giide
. . . “that they would reach
speeds of & mile a minute
. - . while their train was
runnitg down the hil”; at
this remark he also reporied
. .. “that quite a Tew Deople
looked as if thelr livere
were out of order’ After
& walk in October 1970
giong the formation and

oE R

® This imporfant con-

“tribution to the history of

Ballarat industry, has heen
reproduced by permission,
from The Light Railways
Research Society of Ausi-
ralia’s journal: “Light Rail-
ways” No. 34.

High on a series of
ferraces overlooking the
Moorabool river stands the
crumbling remains of the
Lal Lal blast furnace, classi-
ified ‘A’ by the National
Trust {to be preserved at all
costs). This was the locai-
ion of Victoria’s only pig
iron indusiry,

A series of tramways
served the works, and a
well surveyed narrow-gauge
framway connected the
blast furnace with the Vie-
totian Railways’ line about
31 miles away.

seeing the length of the hill
they traversed in the iron
company’s lease, the auth-
ors can understand both
statements.

This recent walk along
the line also revealed that
when it was surveved, it
was a job carefully done, so
that there was only one
large curve on the hill in
the iron company's lease,
This would have
required some
braking of the
downhill journey
trains on the
to the railway
siding. The
curves on the

Other
groups

trams

worked in

in their respective districts,
for many varied purposes.

_Some were for hauling
firewood and timber from
the forests, others for both
timber and passenger tram-
Ways to link up with the go-
vernment line at large
country towns, One
example of the latter was a
broposal for a light tram-
way from Ballarat to Bun-
inyong, this was being con-
sidered by both the Shire
and Borough
Councils of Bun-
inyong and even-
tually was laid as
a broad gauge
branch line
which closed
some 60 years

works side of the
hill were tighter,
but not as long.

Despite the

sought

later in 1947,
When a tram

line was author-

ised and the

fact that the
above method of
working was
guite common
on timber tram-
ways, there was ¥
a minor form of safeworking
on the iron company’s line
to prevent accidents, this
was the train staff system,
a train was held in the sid-
ing at the highest point
on the line until the “staff”
arnived on the train from
the o site direction, the
“staffs” would be exchang-
ed and the trains would
then proceed to their des-
tinations.

After readi that ac-
count of themmez.hod of
worki the line, one would
think that there would have
been s surplus of horses at

the loop on the top of the .

hill; this did not happen, as
each team of horses, after
being unyoked went awayfor
another load by, most like-
Iy, walking along the hush
tracks,

ONE TON LOADS

‘The loads that the horses
pulled were in wagons that
were described in The Bal-
larat Courier on April 21 -
1884, as “small, and sef on
low wheels.” It is thought
that they could each carry
about one ton. The brakes
were described as “very
powerful.” One or tWo Den
travelled on each tram trip
to manage these brakes.

The actual location of the
siding on she highest point
was difficult to locate exact-
1y, but it was most Probably
somewhere on a flat spot,
which starts at a- Ppoing
roughly one mile north-wes:
of the furnace. This mea-
surement was taken from g
car speedometer as the
tramway formation disap-
pears after leaving the flat
area; however, the most
suitable way down the hijl
would have been along what
is now the road into the
works area. The road Ori-
ginally cut into the works
site by theé company énter-
ed from the north of the
present road.

At the same time that the
Ial Lal Iron Company was
pursuing its claims with the
Railways Department (1883
there were many other
groups in the State {(gener-
ally called railway leagues)
pressing the government for
tramways to be constructed

trams

Rallways Depart-
ment supplied
the necessary
rails and fasten-
ings,. etc., on
terms, it was
normal practice for the de-
partment to hold a mortgage
over the line as security for
the loan, whether this hap-
pened in the case of the Lal
Lal Iron Company is not
known for certain.

We thought it was strange
that no record was found of
any correspondence passing
between the Railways De-
partment and the company
between the years 1884-1887,
asking for money to be paid
off the debt owing on the
rails, even though the com-

pany was known to he in

financial difficulties.

To strengthen this possi-
bility that the loan was not
due until late 1886, a search
was made of the register of
letters received by the Sec-
retary for Railways between
the years 1887-1892; this re-
vealed that the first letter
was received from the com-
pany in . November, 1887 . . .
“asking the Commissioners
to let the matter regarding
the amount due for rails
stand over for a while .. .”
This letter was the first
of 16 letters which were re-
corded as received from the
company over the years
1887-1892 on the subject of
a balance of £1376-14-11 ow-
ed for rails, which the De-

partment was pressing the

company to pay.

TIME TO PAY

There were letters request-
ing either straight out or in
various forms, time to pay;
letters asking the Commis-
sioners to receive deputa-
tions; others stated plainly
that the directors did not
know when the company
would be in a position to
pay. One letter recejved on
May 18, 1891 from the Lal
Lal Iron Company in Ligui-
dation, requested freight
coneessions on pig iron sent
Yo Geelong for use as ships’
ballas. :

On December 15, 1891, the
company requested the de-
partment to take back cer-
taln rails; time evideally
moved very slowly in those
days as it was not until April
of 1892 that the department
moved on this, and request-

4 = T

s

ed the official receiver of the
company, Mr Willlam Pilil-
lips, to arrange with the
owner of the land involved,
for the department to en-
ter his property and remove
the rails,

A lefter was received on
May 19, 1892, from a Mr,
Geo. Ewbank . . . “request-
ing that rails connecting Lal
Lal Iron Works wi.n the
Ballarat line be allowed to
remain pending .ttempt to
revive Company.”

This request was most
likely ignored by the depart-
ment, as the engineer for ex-
isting lines recommended to

the commissioners on July
12,1892, =, . . that amount
(1376-14-11) due lo- rails
be ‘Bressed (J° and failing
séitlemen( - within a fort-
night, the balance of rails
beonging to the department
beremoved.”

Today, “three years to
paf” means that regular
padfments must be made over
thit period, so that the debt
isifully paid by the end of
the term — could it be pre-
sumed that the term “three
years to pay" as granted by
the Railways in late 1883,
mént that the debt was
parable in full at the end of
thtee years? Let us exam-

Lal Lal Ironworks in the 1880s.
be seen on the first lével — note th

The tramway can
F relatively heavy

rails on the narrow-gauge track, ‘Io the left of the

picture the tramway continued ont

No. 2,
find showing the tramway,

LEFT: One of the ironstone

9 ironstone quarry

This is the only picture we have peen able to

ffarries at Lal Lat

in 1882, showing the type of skip and portable track

used in the internal tramway system
way, to the VR main line, w
sauge than that of the tem

This quarry is probably the

The main tram-

as prold_kbly of a narrower
porary ‘interna] trimways,
nothern one,

ine the deal! in detail and
see if this could he true.

_The company bought suf-
ficient rails and fastenings
for a tramway of 3% miles
in length at a price of £4-20=
a ton. The rails supplied
would have been' either 50
1Ib. a yard, iron A section 23
ft. 10 in. long, 4 in. high, 1-
7-8ths in, head with a 4-in.
flat bottom; or steel B sec-
tion, 22 ft. § in. long, 3 5-16th
in. high, 2 1-4 in. head and
3% in. flat bpttom base.

202 tons multiplied by £4-10-0 (4%)

Add interest at 55 per

We have not been able t
ascertain which ls'pln obflLr;EiJl,
Wwas supplied but for.the pur-
POSe Of fhis asecelSe, yupion
it —wast DE  clear]y, Sre
here is purely SIJCCHI&U"*'“-N
R. L. Abboit has estimated
that a tramway 8¢ miles long
using the B section steel rail
would require 275 tons of
rail (1650 rails), 11 tons of
fishplates and bolts, plus six
tons of dogspikes, making a
total overall of 202 toas 0f
rails and fastenings.

A g13148c0.
cent. per an-

num for three years ... ... 216 16 2
£1530 16 2

Sultract 10 per cent, of total as a token
deposit 153 1 8
Theoretical balance owing . . 1z B v £1377 14 _{,

‘Theoretical balance (as above) .
Subtract actual amount owed by

company

75 years ago 50 years ago 25 years ago

Mr James Foleman, of
Ballarat, was awarded a gold
medal and a certificate for
2 pipe organ shown by him
at the recent industrial ex-
hibition,

L) ® L ]

As a mark of respect to the
late Mrs J. R. Ellsworth,
Mayoress of Ballarat East,
the interior of St. Stephen's
Church, at which the May-
oress was a regular worship-
per, was draped with crepe.

* L »

Playing against wMaryle-
bone,, the Australian Eleven
were dismissed for 18 on a
wet wicket. Delf was top
scorer with eight, Troumore
six and Graham four. All
the others failed to score.

L] L L

Mr W, Goddard has been
elected president of the East
ANA.

£ - ]

To the consternation of
citizens, the Mayor, Cr J
G. McDonald, has decided

not to observe the mayoral

custom of giving a ball.
w L »*
Messrs A. J. Peaczock, chief
secretary, R. W. Best, Minis-
ter of Lands, and R. T,
Vale, MLA, were présent at
the tenth anniversary ban-
quet of the East ANA.
- L L
At the VRC races, Rorke's
Dritf, owned by Mr Alec Tay-
lor, of Burrumbeet, won the
steeplechase rather easily,
- - o L
Mr W. Treloar, sharehold-
eér and mining expert, is a
candidate for a vacancy on
the Ballarat §to:k E}change_
L ]

The cyanide process is now
permissable without pay-
ment 'Of ro,vglty.

The Governor of Victoria,
Lord Brassey, has become g
member of the Loyal Hope-
toun Lodge Pf Odzirellows.

*

The city street planter, My
Saunders, is devoting atten-
tion to the plots near the
Gallo?ay Mgnumerit.

A charge of professional-

ism is being investigated by

the Melbourne Football As-

sociation,
L &

Coghill Brothers' Minstrels
are appearing nightly at the
Academy of Music before
big houses.

Mr J. P. Crichton, in-
structor in electrical wiring
at the School of Mines, has
resigned to take a position
al the electrical power sta-
tion at Nhill,

» L] L]

A change in the staff at
Harry Davies and Co. has
taken place with the resig-
nations of Messrs Harris,
Powell and Sandford, who
are establishing a drapery
business of their own.

- - -

At a recital given by Miss
Howarth’s puplls items were
given by Misses Bonnle Rus-
den, Marjory Llewellyn and
Lonergan, Mr J. H. Davey
and Mr W. F. Sampson,

& L ® ~

Prior to the firsf meeting
of the amalgamated coqncil.
Mayor Hill enterfained his

colleagues at dinner at
Craig's.
] - -

Ex-mayor Pittard has been
appointed as one of the
trustees of the local Repat-
riation Fund, .

* * *

Having reached the age of
g0, Mr William R. Arm-
strong, who was for many
years connected with the
ostal service at Ballarat,
has retired. He was pre-
sented with a Gladstone bag
py his colleagues.

. ST .

Mr J. Hudson, who has
peen curator of the Eastern
oval for many years, has
peen approached with an of-
fer to act in-a similar capa-

city at North  Melbourne
ericket ground,
] * “ *

Cr Levy has been granted
Jeave of absence from the
¢ity Council in order to take
a holiday in Queensland,

] L] -

Among those who  have
telegraphed congratulations
to Mayor Hill on his elec-
yion as first Mayor of Grea-

‘ter Ballarat, is Mr S, Stew-

ard. an old Ballarat resident
now in Western Australia.
L] » >

Miss Cooper, of the Pleas-
ant Streel State School siafT,
pas been promoted to the
charge of Mt. Eccles School.
she was presented with a
nandbag by her colleazues.

i poe
f/-""; ."l“

I.fn"f ’}.

At the council meeting of
the Old Colonists’ Associa-
tion last night, Dr E. A, H.
Guymer expressed satisfac-
tion at the good health of
the old people. Mr H. B, Ir-
win reported the cottages
and grounds in a well-kept
condition, The winter fire
wood is now being distribut-
ed, One addition was made
to the list of those receiving
relief. Mr T. P, Wilson oc-

cupied the chair.

» . »

Mr G. W. Ross, of Ko-
garah, NSW, has written to
the secretary of the Ballarat
and_District Kennel Club,
Mr F. J. Cutts, expressing
his disappointment at being
unable to judge at the club's
coming championship show,
owing to having accepted a
similar appointment in
Queensland on that date,

* * L]

The programme at the
meeting of the Ballarat
branch of the National
Theatre Movement on Wed-
nesday will be a talk on
drama by Mrs R. H, Ram-
say and a farce, a dialogue
and a burlesque which have
been arranged by the mem-
bers and several new play-
ers will make their first
appearances,

* ® *

Mr F. A, McLoughlin, for-
merly of the Ballarat Pos-
tal Staff and now employ-
ed in the Department of
Works and Housing, has
completed his examinations
entitling him to make ap-
plication for admission as
an associate for the Asso-
ciation of Accountants of
Australia,

L L} L]

Back in circulation after
several vears with the
RAAF, is John Powell, who
needs no introduction de-
spite his comparatively long
absence  from Ballarat.
“Johnny” has represented
Ballarat in two sports, As
a member of the Wendouree
Lacrosse  Club he was in
the Ballarat team who vis-
ited Adelaide, and he was
also a Country Week tennis
player before the war, A
Ballarat Lawn Tennis Club
committeeman for -many
vears, he was at one stage
joint secretary with Gavin
Shaw.

gl Gp e &
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£1377 14 6

Through this exercise
we tried to see what
materials could have been
included in that ficure
of £1376-14-11 which the
department was trying to
collect; by using very rough
tonnages we were able Lo get
within £0-19-7 of it theore-
tically, so it could safely be
préesumed that the ferm
“three years to pay” in the
case of the Lal Lal Iron
Company meant that the
dept was due for payment
in full in late 1886,

Sleepers were not included
in that exercise because we
felt that they could have
been purchased from local
souirces ab a much cheaper
rate than what the Rail-
Wways  Department would
have charged, There was
8 request for sleepers re-
ceived by the Railways De-
partment in 1882, buf this
was 12 months before the
rails were purchased for the
tramway,

The year 1883 was the best
year the company ever had:
a5 well as producing a then
record tonnage of pig iron
(600 tons) from the smelter
in the bush, and obtaining
approval for the much need-
ed tramway, the company’s
foundry became well estah-
lished in Urqubart street.
Ballarat, producing castings
mainly for the mining trade,
but quite possibly other work
was done there too. This
foundry, sometimes called
the Tubal Cain or more com-
monly just The Lal Lal, had
a very short life, just about

four years and it closed in

1886 or 1887.
Contd. next week
TR

® The authors ' of this
article request any person or
organisation, having records
or photographs of the Lal
Lal area and of the Iron
Company in 'particular, io
allow the authors use of

such material so that as
much as possible can he
preserved and  accurately

recorded of this important
area of activity.

All answers to this appea)
will be greatly appreciated.

Contact: Mr R. W. P.
ASHLEY, P.O. Box 170,
Phone 32 4891. Ballarat
3350 or:The Courier, Sturf
Street, Ballarat.

B e i heins)
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THE MAZDA  MEN

LEO CANNY & JOHN LORKIN
WELCOME YOU TO 1971 AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

1968 FAIRLANE 500 SEDAN $2990
White duco. 11 months regrsirahon 19 000 m:les Rad:o heater,
wheel trims. Aufomatic.

1963 MORRIS ELITE . . . > . LA LK B T S $690
Beautifully kept. July req. 1971 26 000 mrles .
1960 FB HOLDEN UTILITY , el Lo Y DT L SR £ 180

Not bad value. (As iraded)

1956 VAUXHALLVELOX " 24 pe B4 e BE B4 g tE B $130
Must be worth |nspecnng‘ 2

1968 CORTINA PANEL VAN ., .. ., .. .. s e i L1+6$7.90,
One owner. Private ute. :

1966 VC VALIANT AUTOMATIC SEDAN ., .. ,, 4o .. $1595
Very clean unit. ..White duco.

1967 HR HOLDEN SPECIAL SEDAN .. ., ., ., .. ho o« $1599
One owner.. .New tyres. Plenty reg.

1965 CHEVROLET P .. B8 42 oo 40 pg 9o [@l4] 0 woe 32490
41,000 miles. Best chev. we have. |

e a0 pu (BIF e o (a9 s ’]995

1964 PONTIAC .. .. .. .
1968 MAZDA STATION WAGON .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $1990

White duco. Red trim. nlce car.
One owner...17,000 miles best Mazda wagon In Ballarat for sale

WENDOUREE MOTORS Pty Lid.

CORNER FOREST AND HOWITT STREETS, WENDOUREE
' PHONE 9 1418. AFTER HOURS 2 6843.

24nind 'EIH.’l 404
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This was the damage |
esused to a Ballarat tram in
a collision with a truck in
Sturt street yesterday. The
driver escaped uninjured
from his wrecked cabin.

Tram damaged in

“truck collision

Tram No. 36 limped
back to the depot yes-
terday afternoon after
being extensively dam:
aged' in a collision with
a truck in Sturt street,

The collision ripped the

front from the driving com-'

partment of the double-bo-
gey tram, and broke the
windscreen glass, but no one
was injured. i

The accident occurred
about 1.30 pm. as hoth ve-
hicles were travelling east in

& Sturl street, in heavy traf-

fic.

Just east of Doveton st.
the truck, driven by Rohald
Frederick = Parkinson, of _
Pleasant streef, moved to
the right to avoid another
vehicle, and the tram collid-
€d with the truck tray.

The driver of the tram was

. e e

Henricus von Oorshot, of

Princes street.

While the damage was be-
ing sorted out, four more
trams banked up behind the
damaged tram,

Services on most lines were
temporarily thrown off their
schedules. « T T



In view of the haste, in some

quarters, to be rid of them it may not
be out of place to take a peep over the shoulder of Father Time and

note what electric trams did to promote this city in 1906.

The Ballarat Tramway Corpor-
ation, which operated the horse-
drawn double-decker trams in the
early days, provided an appreciated
but Hmited service to the commun-
iw.

Trams ran to Sebastopol from
the Town Hall terminus in Arm-
strong s'reet, and to the gardens
from Grenville street via  Ripon
street and also along Lydiard street
north thence along Macarihur
street.

In addition, there was a connect-
ing line between the hospital corner
in Sturt street and Darling street.

| DAY-TIME
OPERATION

This line was serviced by a “one
horse” small car operating in the
day-time only and, as I recollect,
was driven by one of the Bambrick
boys from the Earl of Zetland Ho-
tel.

The other routes, as we know
them today, were in the hands of
the cabmen, with no specific time-
_ iables — take off when you had

enongh fares on board to justify the
' trip. The cabs competed with the

railways for Buninyong traffic thus
serving Main road, Canadian, and
50 on.

Wendouree parade, where T liv-
ed, was anything but an inviting
residential area,

The Lake, an eerie place by night,
flanked as it was by a high unkempt
hedze on one hand, and more pad-
docks and empty blozks than houses
on the other, and the flickering
gas lamps at long intervals did little
to lessen the gloom,

The long expanse of high tar-
painted showground - fence = was
thrown in for good measure, not to
meniion the pine forest which ex-
tended from Macarthur to Haddon
streets.

As the last tram left the city at
10.15 pm, the walk home after a
show was something to be avoided
at all costs.

NEW TRAFFIC;
NO HEDGE

It was not long before the lake
hedge was proved a menace to the
new style traffic.

The tram service was now oper-
ating on a 10-minute schedule —
red dise via Ripon street and green
disc via Convents, which required
frequent loops — several of them
now non-existent.

Accidents occurred as  visibility
was resiricted round curves, and the
abolition of the hedge, to everyone's
relief, was undertaken.

Suddenly, the image of Wendou-
ree parade as a desirable place to
live blossomed, and the removal of .
the tannery from Sturt street west
with improved transport opened up

Satu pd ay“‘"’“"“’f“?"“**%‘w“-xmst*%wwut |
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the way for a rush of new homes in
Siurt street west.

The birth of Hamilton avenue was
celebrated by the decision of the
Premier, the Hon. Thos. Hollway, to
build there, and so everywhere, with
the spread of the tram lines, went
the seekers for home sites,

At the time of which I write, in
the space between the tram sheds
and the gardens, there were only
Jubilee Church, the residence of Dan
Thompson, Smith's Nursery, Bish-
ops Court and the Lodge House at
the Gardens gate, which sealed the
road off at sundown.

COTTAGES FOR
WORKERS

The exlensive (ramway paddock
contained half a dozen coblages leas-
ed to tram drivers at 10/ per week,
but these fronted Forest and Greg-
ory streets.

Sturt street west, beyond Alfred
street, had practically no houses,

On the south side there was a
huge paddock, controlled by the
Defence Department and on the
north side we had Anderson’s Tan-
nery and apart from the Convent,
nothing at all as far as the golf
links,

However, there was an hotel on
the corner of Alfred sireet, and the
Park Hotel was also in operation.

The block Sturt, Gillies, Carl-
ton street and the Parade, formed
a grazing area for cows collected
by a herdsman from residences as
far south as Raglan street and
driven up the centre of Sturt street
to the paddock.

The charge was 2/6 per week to
have jour cow called for and de-
livered six days per week. You
had to look after it yourself on
Sundays.

There were tram sheds and
stables at both Wendouree parade
and Sebastopol, and Peter Hodgetts
was the company manager at the
time of the take-over.

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

When the system came under
the wing of the Electric Supply
Company of Victoria Limited, an
English Company with headquarters
in Liverpool, things really began
to happen.

I well remember the feverish
activity to get the first cars rolling
on the new tracks.

Ballarat residents at the wrn of the «.
seen some of these tram cars, |
{sin-window ex-horse car), No.
seven-window horse cor, an

d the diminutive

iy, would have :
be.ﬁ"";::.seeam cars. From left, No. 9

No. . a former’

paliarat

According to a contemporary newspaper re-
port, there were 18 horse cars in Ballarat in
August in 1902, Other accounis put the total at
26, or even 30, but these figures are based on
the assumption that 12 early electric cars were
converted from horse trams, which now seems
doubtful. The highest individual car number
noted is 18 and, in any case, the depots were not
large enough to hold 230 cars,

Whatever the total number, all but three
cars were of a standard 4-wheel, open-top, double-
deck design, 22 ft. in length, weighing 3% fons
and seating 40. They were first built in 1887
and had a six-window saloon,

At left: One of our early trams.

We owe a lof fo our frams

The rchearsals at midnight on
several nights prior to the big day
had the whole neighborhood on tip-
toe.

It seemed unbelievable that
these brillianily lit “Cinderallas
Coaches” as they appeared with
their clanging gongs and uniformed

BY ARTHUR WALKER

Pty

JEE )

A common sight in Sturt street, opposite The Courier office on

WAk v

staff were to serve us as transport.
One wondered if you would really
be allowed to ride in them for 3d.

the resting loop, but what of tomorrow ? It is anticipated that before the
year is out, ih_e future of the present day trams will be known. Many
are already asking: Should we lose this valuable tourist attraction ?

.on the Mount Pleasant line f~

So splendid did they appear.

I remember the first car out on
opening day.

It was driven by the Mayor,
Cr J. M. Barker, resplendent in
top hat and long coat, with Geo.
Laurens, the distribution foreman,
at his elbow as his mentor.

In the days of the horse tram,
the staff were not provided with
uniforms and the cars were dimly
lit with oil lamps.

I have happy memories of
many of those early day drivers,
several of whom became motormen
on the electrics.

Some of the old hands were real
characters,

I also remember with something
akin to affection a beautiful bay
mare named Bessie, Bessie was
the life-saver which acted with the
normal pair on holidays and Sun-
days drawing the heavily — often
over-loaded trams up the steep
Camp street hill.

MANY ERRANDS
OF MERCY

She was unhitched by her dri-
ver at Lydiard street and returned
to Grenville street to assist on her
next errand of mercy. Bessie was
used in training all horses new to
the tram routine.

She operated on the outside and
the “new boy” running in the
middle of the trio was efficiently
nudged into position by Bessie if
inclined to stray from the beaten
track.

Horse trams still operated for a
period at Sebastopol during the
early days of the electrics in the
city, and it was in October, 1908,
that the disastrous fire occurred at
the Sebastopol Depot, when many
cars, and unfortunately, mos. of
the horses were burnt. 3

A number of the old trams at
Wendouree were converted for use
as trailers on days of peak traffic.

Maybe some still remember the
“summer cars” — open cars used
on the Gardens route. Surely, the
summers must have been warmer,
for they were well patronised.

A brass band engaged by the
company played at the Gardens on
Wednesday night, and there was
also, at the southern end of the
Jetty a water chute, a la Luna Park,
operated by the Tramways.

STOPPAGES AND
DEMOLITION

Due to difficulties experienced
with the electric lift which had
a nasty habit of sticking half way
to the top .when full of people, it
was discontinued and later demo-
b;llised by order of the City Coun-
cil.

The last extension to the sys-
tem was thz section from Howard
street to the Cemetery in Lydiard
street north.

It may be of particular inter-
est to note that the Eectric Supply
Company in view of a clamor for
further extensions, did try an ex-
periment with a bus. The bus, of
course, did not compare with the
coaches of today, but it was tried
three months. It was for~
economic operated on - .
ule and in additior
GERS HATF”™
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|Tram makes farewell trip|

except that it won't be fakén
on the run made its farewell

_'_'-":—_"_‘_,,_,"—..-—-———-—-___-

- There seems nothing unusual about a picture of a tram on the Mt Pleasant run —
. again. Buses have now replaced frams on the Mt Pleasant run.

The last tram
iou_r'ney last night.
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