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Here is a story of the public hospital at
Ballarat — from its uncertain beginnings in
the goldrush era to its emergence as one of
Victoria’s major regional health centres.
Lavishly illustrated, this lively account first
explores the early hospital’s daily workings
and its character as a nineteenth-century
charitable institution.

Next, great changes are charted: changes
affecting the hospital’s admission policies,
the status of doctors, the rise of female
nursing, and the role of government. In
the present century, new medical and social
trends are traced which have gradually
altered the hospital itself, transforming it
from the charity of old into a vast and
complex modern enterprise servicing the
whole community.

Matron F. G. Eagleton with Medical and
Nursing Staff (1896-1911).

S cotvbibe Sestihore

DR. ANTHEA HYSLOP lectures in
Australian History at the Australian
National University, Canberra. A graduate
of Adelaide and La Trobe, she was taught
history at both universities, and economic
history at the University of Melbourne. She

" has published papers on feminism, social

and moral reform, and the social history of
medicine, and is currently working on
Australia’s experience of the 1918-19
“‘Spanish’’ influenza pandemic.

Sovereign Remedies will appeal at once to
all those, in Ballarat and elsewhere, who

know or have known the Ballarat Base
Hospital.

Laying the Foundation Stone of the
Queen Victoria Block, 1897.

It is also guaranteed to delight other
readers with its colourful story, and to
engage the interest of social and medical
historians everywhere, with its insights upon
public health in Australia.




