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Transcript
00:00:00 Speaker 1
A few years ago when he shifted to, after retirement, he went to live in Sunbury.
00:00:06 Speaker 1
He attended the Elbin State School, then the Sunshine Technical School, and after leaving school he became a clerk at Lwiathan City in Menswear for a few years, and then he came to H.V.
00:00:19 Speaker 1
Mackay, and he worked there in the opposite Mackay's, and then in 1956 he went to ICI.
00:00:28 Speaker 1
So he has experience on the two biggest industrial concerns in the district and has an intimate knowledge of Mackay's because his family go right back to the Ballarat days of Mackay's.
00:00:42 Speaker 1
So he has an intimate knowledge of the two biggest industrial concerns in the district.
00:00:48 Speaker 1
After 1973 he left ICI and he went to work with the city of Keeler until 1981.
00:00:56 Speaker 1
and then he transferred to the City of Sunshine and he stayed there until he was 1994.
00:01:04 Speaker 1
And he worked his way up, he studied at night to get his town clerk certificate and he became town clerk of the City of Sunshine and he was the first and only, only town clerk of Sunshine who was actually born here and he has the distinction of course of being the last
00:01:24 Speaker 1
town clerk for the City of Sunshine because since council amalgamations, the City of Sunshine no longer exists.
00:01:34 Speaker 1
He, apart from his rather successful business career, he held offices.
00:01:41 Speaker 1
He's been very community minded.
00:01:43 Speaker 1
He's been on the committees of Albion Kindergarten, Albion School, Sunshine High School and St John's College.
00:01:51 Speaker 1
He is a life member and past president of the Albion Tennis Club.
00:01:54 Speaker 1
past president of the Sunshine District Tennis Association and the Sunshine Lions Club and he's been involved in and assisted with Albion Football Club, Sunshine Swimming Club, Sunshine City Band and served for seven years part-time with the first Royal Victoria Regiment Army Reserve and rose to the rank of Warrant Officer Class II.
00:02:17 Speaker 1
He now lives at Sunbury but he is of course a member of our own society and a very keen member he is.
00:02:23 Speaker 1
He's
00:02:24 Speaker 1
very, very interested in the city of Sunshine and I think it's been somewhat of a heart-rending experience for him to leave Sunshine.
00:02:32 Speaker 1
Now that's something of John as his business career and his community service, but for those of us who know us, John as the person has always impressed me as
00:02:43 Speaker 1
a very amiable personality.
00:02:45 Speaker 1
I doubt if he's ever lost his temper in his life.
00:02:48 Speaker 1
And I don't know, he might at home, but he really is a very, very friendly and very, very even-tempered person, very amiable personality.
00:02:58 Speaker 1
I think that's true and certainly true of my experience, and I've never seen him express a crossword or say anything to the detriment of any other person.
00:03:08 Speaker 1
And that brings me to the other quality that I've found about him, he's very interested in people.
00:03:13 Speaker 1
He's not only interested in people of his own age, but he's interested, I've noticed, in people of an older age and also younger.
00:03:21 Speaker 1
He seems to connect up well with people and he's been very useful in the society by doing some exercises in oral history and he's the ideal person for that.
00:03:33 Speaker 1
So he's got an interesting story to tell.
00:03:38 Speaker 1
He's got an interesting personality to go with it, and I'm sure that he's going to enthrall us for the next 30 minutes.
00:03:47 Speaker 1
Good on you, Gill.
00:03:55 Speaker 2
Thank you, Norm.
00:03:56 Speaker 2
You nearly said it all.
00:03:59 Speaker 2
Pretty well summed up what I'm all about.
00:04:04 Speaker 2
And Norm did ask me if I had a title for my tour.
00:04:08 Speaker 2
And I quite honestly said to him I didn't have a clue.
00:04:13 Speaker 2
And I still didn't have a clue, but I thought that if I had to have a title, which I don't, but if I did, I think I would have to say that the sun may be bad for some of us, but sunshine will always be good for me.
00:04:30 Speaker 2
And I can't quite put my finger on
00:04:34 Speaker 2
why I feel that way.
00:04:35 Speaker 2
I've got no idea why I feel about Sunshine the way I do.
00:04:41 Speaker 2
But I don't think I could have enjoyed the life that I've led up till now.
00:04:47 Speaker 2
I hope that I'm going to be around for a while long again.
00:04:50 Speaker 2
But I don't think I could have had the good time that I've had living in the community other than Sunshine.
00:04:56 Speaker 2
And I think I was very, very, very fortunate, as probably most of us were, and I think
00:05:03 Speaker 2
My talk is all about being in the right place at the right time, I think, because I had so much help in the way I've lived my life here in Sunshine that I just don't think it could have been done anywhere else.
00:05:20 Speaker 2
But I also want to talk not only about me and growing up in Sunshine, but last year I went over to England on a family history
00:05:33 Speaker 2
excursion and that wasn't the only reason I went, but it's one of the reasons and I'd just like to talk a little bit about both of those things because they're related to each other.
00:05:47 Speaker 2
I come from a family who migrated from England.
00:05:53 Speaker 2
I'm only talking about the Willitons here, the nobles, another excuse for them to go back to England.
00:06:00 Speaker 2
But they migrated from Cornwall
00:06:04 Speaker 2
And they came out here in 1858 and landed in Adelaide, first of all, and then five months later they trekked across to Ballarat.
00:06:14 Speaker 2
They had come from the mining areas in Cornwall and they came to the mines over here for the gold rush.
00:06:21 Speaker 2
But I have always felt some power drawing me to England for some reason and I don't want to live in England.
00:06:33 Speaker 2
I can't think of any good reason why I should have an interest there, but since I was quite a young man, in fact a teenager, I've had this desire to want to go and see England.
00:06:44 Speaker 2
And I'm not going to turn this into a slideshow or a travelogue because most of you here have been overseas, or probably a lot of you have been overseas, and a lot of you have been overseas many times.
00:06:57 Speaker 2
I've only been once, but my
00:07:02 Speaker 2
My life in Sunshine and my desire to go and find out where I came from has been intertwined for as long as I can remember.
00:07:11 Speaker 2
And it was a strange coincidence that my wife comes from England too and that was another reason I wanted to go there because I wanted to meet the family that she has remaining.
00:07:24 Speaker 2
and which they spoiled me to death.
00:07:28 Speaker 2
And another reason I'd like to go back.
00:07:30 Speaker 2
I was absolutely spoiled out of this world by Dorothy's relations and the only ones who spoil me more are my sisters.
00:07:39 Speaker 2
And they've done that since I was born and they're still doing it today, God bless them.
00:07:44 Speaker 2
And so I've got a lot to be grateful for.
00:07:47 Speaker 2
But we found out that when I decided to make this trip,
00:07:54 Speaker 2
We discovered that Ballarat were having, in 1998, were having a big year back to Ballarat.
00:08:03 Speaker 2
And they were encouraging people who had had anything to do with Ballarat at all to come back last year sometime.
00:08:11 Speaker 2
So Dorothy got searching through some records and she contacted some people.
00:08:17 Speaker 2
We knew that we came from Cornwall originally.
00:08:22 Speaker 2
So we joined the Cornish Family History Society.
00:08:27 Speaker 2
We're still members of that.
00:08:28 Speaker 2
And we also joined the Wodeyallik Historical Society up in Smyersdale, which is where my father's people lived before they came to Sunshine.
00:08:41 Speaker 2
And we found that not only was 1858 the year that they came, but
00:08:52 Speaker 2
They arrived on the 28th of November 1858 and the 28th of November 1998 happened to be a Saturday and it happened to be in the year of back to Ballarat.
00:09:04 Speaker 2
So my wife's mind began ticking over and she put two and two together and found out that we could have a 140th year anniversary from the time that our ancestors arrived in Australia.
00:09:19 Speaker 2
And my father had always told me that I was John, and he was John, and his father was John, and that had only ever been John.
00:09:30 Speaker 2
And also that our second names were always our mother's maiden names.
00:09:36 Speaker 2
So we went to Ballarat, and I went to Nelson Brothers in Ballarat, and I said, Look, if somebody died in Ballarat back in, I forget what, 18-something,
00:09:48 Speaker 2
Where would they be likely to be buried?
00:09:50 Speaker 2
So they put me in touch with all the various cemeteries, and one of those mentions was Smyersdale.
00:09:57 Speaker 2
So we went out to Smyersdale Cemetery looking for John Willeton.
00:10:03 Speaker 2
Well, we didn't find John Willeton, but my great-grandfather, who we were looking for, what we found was William Willeton, who was my great-great-grandfather, and the one who, with his wife and three children,
00:10:17 Speaker 2
came here.
00:10:17 Speaker 2
Now I had never heard of William and Mary, his wife.
00:10:22 Speaker 2
I had no idea.
00:10:23 Speaker 2
I thought that we'd all been John's because that's what I was told.
00:10:28 Speaker 2
So we found the grave in Smythesdale of William and Mary and also of their son William, who died quite young, in Smythesdale.
00:10:39 Speaker 2
And that put us over to the Ballarat Library in the births, deaths and marriages and well,
00:10:47 Speaker 2
During 1997 and 1998, we were up and down the Ballarat three or four times a week and into the library and we began to make contacts with people.
00:11:00 Speaker 2
We found out that we were related to other names.
00:11:03 Speaker 2
We found out that the three children who came with my great-great-grandparents were John was the eldest and William and there was a girl as well.
00:11:16 Speaker 2
She married a man called Peart.
00:11:19 Speaker 2
She was the youngest and she married a Peart, so we searched the Pearts and we got to Colac.
00:11:25 Speaker 2
We found that some of the Pearts had married people from Switzerland by the name of, just near the Italian border, their name was Camp Peely.
00:11:33 Speaker 2
We searched for them and we found all of these people buried in the Colac cemetery and in Geelong, Western I think it's called, and Geelong Eastern, and before we knew where we were,
00:11:46 Speaker 2
My wife was ringing up people in Queensland and New South Wales, Tasmania, and they were all related to William and Mary Willetton who came here.
00:11:56 Speaker 2
And there were people that I never knew, had never heard of, and knew absolutely nothing about.
00:12:04 Speaker 2
One of my grandfather's sisters married a man up in Ballaratthal, the name of Gribble, who had a tailor shop, he and his brothers.
00:12:15 Speaker 2
and we went and saw their daughters who were in their 80s and they gave us other names and other contacts and away we went.
00:12:26 Speaker 2
So the trip to England, rather than just go over and shake hands with some cousins, which I was anxious to do, was turning out to be more than we thought.
00:12:36 Speaker 2
And all of these people were traced back to Cornwall and I've
00:12:45 Speaker 2
I've got a book here, which is not for sale.
00:12:51 Speaker 2
But Dorothy produced this book, The Williken Family, and in order to finish this and finish the records, I wanted to go to Cornwall and find out just where they all came from.
00:13:09 Speaker 2
While I was doing this,
00:13:11 Speaker 2
Dorothy published in the newsletter of the Cornish Family History Society, the fact that I would be in Cornwall at a certain time of last year, and that we were looking to make contact with anybody with the name of Willetton, no matter how it was spelled.
00:13:31 Speaker 2
Well, we had no response and I left.
00:13:33 Speaker 2
And after I'd gone and landed in England, Dorothy received a letter from a man in London
00:13:40 Speaker 2
whose name was James, or Jim Willetton, but spelt a little bit differently to ours, and a phone number on where I could contact him, which I did.
00:13:51 Speaker 2
And he was on the committee of the Genealogical Society, and I met him in their office, and as far as we could tell, we weren't related, but after I spoke to other people over there,
00:14:09 Speaker 2
His family, he traced back to somewhere, well, I've forgotten the county, but it's Robin Hood territory anyway.
00:14:15 Speaker 2
It's not Nottingham, but it's up in Sherwood Forest Bay anyway.
00:14:22 Speaker 2
I can't think of the name of the county, but anyway.
00:14:25 Speaker 2
And I came, of course, from Cornwall, so we couldn't quite get ourselves together.
00:14:30 Speaker 2
And he said that a lot of his family finished up in America.
00:14:36 Speaker 2
Well, as Dorothy was making her researches, some of ours did too.
00:14:40 Speaker 2
So I'm still not convinced that Jim Willetton and I are not related way back, because it was pointed out to me while I was over there that to travel from one end of England to the other, back in the days when people were farm labourers and labourers of any description, and looking for work, it was nothing for them to walk from England to Scotland or
00:15:04 Speaker 2
Go across to Ireland just looking for work, so it's not beyond the rail.
00:15:07 Speaker 2
was a possibility, but anyway we couldn't quite find a contact.
00:15:11 Speaker 2
But the other thing that made me sit up and take notice was that my Uncle Charlie Willetton and his wife went over to England on a tour, I don't know, 40-odd years ago I suppose, back in the 50s sometime.
00:15:26 Speaker 2
And we were looking at his photographs one day and he was standing by a sign, a road sign, of a village called Willetton.
00:15:37 Speaker 2
And I thought, I've got to be a lord or an earl or something.
00:15:45 Speaker 2
So ever since that day, that wet my appetite even more.
00:15:48 Speaker 2
I thought, this is for me, I've got to get over there, I'm probably home in town.
00:15:54 Speaker 2
And they might be looking for me.
00:15:56 Speaker 2
So of all things though, he said to me, we didn't stop, we just kept going.
00:16:04 Speaker 2
I thought, how could he do that?
00:16:06 Speaker 2
And that's worried me ever since.
00:16:08 Speaker 2
So anyway, I'm not worried anymore.
00:16:10 Speaker 2
But that Williton, by the way, it was spelt not quite exactly the same as mine.
00:16:15 Speaker 2
My name has a name in the centre and that Williton has an eye.
00:16:21 Speaker 2
But when I got over there, or here actually, we found, we traced the Willitons back to Cornwall and found that before they left Cornwall, their name was spelt with the eye in the middle.
00:16:33 Speaker 2
And it wasn't until they reached Australia that it became an A.
00:16:37 Speaker 2
That convinced me even more that I probably owned a castle.
00:16:41 Speaker 2
So I was all set actually, probably not to come back.
00:16:45 Speaker 2
But the relitants over there and it was explained to me by various genealogical people here that the spelling of the name depended upon who wrote it because there weren't many people who could read or write and in fact
00:17:00 Speaker 2
Even the people who came here, I've got copies of their birth certificates and their wedding certificates, and their wedding certificates were signed with crosses.
00:17:08 Speaker 2
So it depends on who was actually writing their name down, and it was mostly the church parish registers, and they spelt it however it sounded to them.
00:17:18 Speaker 2
So it wasn't beyond the realms of thought that that was us.
00:17:25 Speaker 2
Anyway, but...
00:17:27 Speaker 2
That's in Somerset and not Cornwall, but that didn't throw me.
00:17:31 Speaker 2
I didn't mind well, I went over the castle, but I was quite happy.
00:17:37 Speaker 2
So to cut a long story short, I'm off.
00:17:41 Speaker 2
We're going over there and seeking fame and fortune and touring as well.
00:17:48 Speaker 2
And part of my airfare was a free flight anywhere in Europe.
00:17:53 Speaker 2
So I chose Frankfurt.
00:17:55 Speaker 2
And the reason I chose Frankfurt was because there was a tour originating in Frankfurt, which took in Switzerland and Vienna.
00:18:01 Speaker 2
And I've been a great lover, for as long as I can remember, of Strauss music.
00:18:06 Speaker 2
I thought I couldn't be in Europe without visiting Vienna.
00:18:11 Speaker 2
And at first, when I was planning the tour, I was choosing a tour which was touring Austria.
00:18:19 Speaker 2
But then I think it was my son who'd been over there and he pointed out that that seemed a waste of time to him and I could take in Austria and other places as well in the 15 days that I had.
00:18:32 Speaker 2
Well, and I left in June and I arrived home back in August, the height of the summer.
00:18:39 Speaker 2
Well, it rained every day.
00:18:40 Speaker 2
I think there were some times, it didn't stop me from doing what I wanted to do, but
00:18:48 Speaker 2
I've been a sort of a military cemetery nut for a long time.
00:18:54 Speaker 2
So I'm going over there, I'll go to the Edinburgh Castle Tattoo.
00:18:59 Speaker 2
I'll go and see the Trooping of the Colour and I'd change my itinerary a little bit so that I'd arrive in London in time for the Trooping of the Colour.
00:19:08 Speaker 2
Being a pretty keen tennis player, I wanted to go to Wimbledon.
00:19:12 Speaker 2
I found that it was impossible to get into Wimbledon from here, so I thought I'll go over there.
00:19:16 Speaker 2
How hard can it be to go up and buy a ticket to Wimbledon?
00:19:22 Speaker 2
I arrived and on the Thursday, I think, and on the Saturday was the trivia of the color.
00:19:29 Speaker 2
So I got up in the morning and looked out the window and it was raining like mad, absolutely pouring down.
00:19:36 Speaker 2
I wasn't staying in the centre of London, but I wasn't far out, I was about 20 minutes or so on the train, half an hour.
00:19:43 Speaker 2
And it was raining right now, so I hung about and hung about.
00:19:46 Speaker 2
I kept on going outside and coming back in.
00:19:48 Speaker 2
It didn't stop raining, so I thought, Oh well, I'll switch on television, which I did.
00:19:54 Speaker 2
And out comes the Trooping of the Colour.
00:19:56 Speaker 2
It wasn't raining in London.
00:19:57 Speaker 2
It was only raining where I was.
00:20:00 Speaker 2
So I wrote to my wife and I said, Here I am.
00:20:02 Speaker 2
I've come to England to see the Trooping of the Colour, and I'm sitting in my hotel room watching it on television.
00:20:07 Speaker 2
But anyway, so the rain never stopped.
00:20:12 Speaker 2
I planned my trip to go to Wimbledon and I got the train out there in the morning.
00:20:18 Speaker 2
I stood under a pedestrian bridge trying to keep out of the rain.
00:20:23 Speaker 2
The courts were all covered.
00:20:25 Speaker 2
They never hit a ball for the whole day.
00:20:27 Speaker 2
And there were people queued, I kid you not in the rain, the people were queued for two or three hundred metres in all directions up and down the street.
00:20:36 Speaker 2
And I stood under that bridge for about half an hour.
00:20:39 Speaker 2
and there was no sign of the rain stopping, so I went back to London again.
00:20:43 Speaker 2
I did finish up at Rimbledon a few days later, but I waited until the rain stopped again, and I went back about half past four in the afternoon and stayed until something like eight o'clock at night and then went home.
00:20:54 Speaker 2
So I've been there, but it was nothing like what I expected.
00:21:00 Speaker 2
And when I was in Rimbledon, I couldn't move.
00:21:04 Speaker 2
When the Centre Court emptied,
00:21:07 Speaker 2
I just got lifted up off my feet and carried with the crowd to wherever they were going, and it was just impossible.
00:21:13 Speaker 2
So I finished up wandering around the outside courts anyway, but I've been to Wimbledon.
00:21:19 Speaker 2
I had my flight to Frankfurt, arrived there in the afternoon, and I was with Trafalgar Tours, and I got out and I went looking for a sign, I've been told to look, there'd be somebody there with a sign, Trafalgar, look for that.
00:21:37 Speaker 2
But I couldn't see Trafalgar anywhere.
00:21:40 Speaker 2
So I went to a reception desk to ask me something in German.
00:21:45 Speaker 2
I said, I only speak English, so she sort of responded to me.
00:21:50 Speaker 2
She took pity on me, I think.
00:21:52 Speaker 2
And I said, I'm looking for Trafalgar Tours.
00:21:55 Speaker 2
She didn't know where they were, so I got her eventually to ring my hotel, and the Trafalgar man said that because I hadn't arrived on a certain flight,
00:22:04 Speaker 2
I had to find my own way to the hotel.
00:22:07 Speaker 2
Well, I'd been to Trafalgar in London and they told me that I'd be met and that they would provide me with currency, none of which happened.
00:22:17 Speaker 2
So I had no Trafalgar man, I had no German currency, but I had to get a taxi somehow to the hotel.
00:22:25 Speaker 2
So I got the taxi, I asked him to wait, and I did what everybody tells you not to do, I put my luggage in his boot,
00:22:33 Speaker 2
and told him to stay there.
00:22:36 Speaker 2
Well, fortunately, he was still there when I got back.
00:22:39 Speaker 2
If he hadn't, then I don't know what I would have done.
00:22:41 Speaker 2
Anyway, I cashed him.
00:22:42 Speaker 2
Another thing I was told not to do, never cash your fabulous cheques at the airports and things because you pay too much.
00:22:48 Speaker 2
Well, I did that too.
00:22:50 Speaker 2
I got just enough money to get me to the hotel.
00:22:53 Speaker 2
Anyway, I got there and it was raining, of course.
00:22:59 Speaker 2
During my
00:23:01 Speaker 2
During my European tour, it was pretty good.
00:23:05 Speaker 2
The weather was mostly good, particularly through Switzerland and Austria.
00:23:09 Speaker 2
It was good.
00:23:10 Speaker 2
But anyway, I finished up back in England and headed off down for Cornwall.
00:23:16 Speaker 2
And most of the time it was raining nearly all the time.
00:23:22 Speaker 2
But it didn't matter to me then because I spent most of my time in Truro in the Family History Society office.
00:23:30 Speaker 2
and I spent three days in there and I was able to trace the Willatons back to 1600 and something just from the parish records.
00:23:50 Speaker 2
I got back to 1663 and I actually found a reference to Willatons in 1580 something but
00:24:02 Speaker 2
I didn't pursue, I hadn't actually run out of money but it was costing me a pound every time I wanted to look at the microfilm and I looked at, and I didn't know what parish I was looking for either.
00:24:15 Speaker 2
Unless you know what parish you want, it's a pound to look at the parish.
00:24:20 Speaker 2
So I looked at four and I thought I'm going to be just spending more pound and pound and pound and I didn't know really what I was looking for.
00:24:28 Speaker 2
But anyway, I got back to 1663, and I know that these people, we were able to trace them down to us here today, and they are Rilitans from 1663.
00:24:41 Speaker 2
And I was looking at the census in 1851, and I came across William and Mary with their two boys, who lived at a farm called Trewarden.
00:24:53 Speaker 2
I say Trewarden, but the English, the Cornish call it Trewarden.
00:24:58 Speaker 2
And they didn't have Emily by this, just the two boys.
00:25:04 Speaker 2
But I found where William was working as a farm labourer in 1851, which would have been about the earliest or the most I could find before he came out here in 1858.
00:25:17 Speaker 2
So I was able to go and take this photo of the farm labourer's cottage on the farm.
00:25:23 Speaker 2
I went out and the
00:25:26 Speaker 2
The lady who owns the farm now had owned it since 1849, she was happy to take me inside and make me cups of coffee and serve me homemade biscuits and things, and she told me all about the history of the farm.
00:25:40 Speaker 2
And that was really something to get us underway, because I was able to trace the family, where they lived before they came to Australia, where they were married, I took photographs of where they were married, where they lived in the various towns,
00:25:54 Speaker 2
And we got the book well and truly started.
00:25:58 Speaker 2
So, and the Willaton, I don't own a castle, I'm not a lord.
00:26:06 Speaker 2
On the way down to Cornwall, I stopped in Willaton.
00:26:10 Speaker 2
It was Friday afternoon.
00:26:11 Speaker 2
I went to the town hall, I went to the local newspaper and to the post office, and I said,
00:26:20 Speaker 2
But my name was Rilliton.
00:26:21 Speaker 2
I thought they're probably going to bow at this.
00:26:25 Speaker 2
And they didn't.
00:26:27 Speaker 2
And I said, Are there other Rillitons live here?
00:26:30 Speaker 2
And no, nobody knew that name.
00:26:32 Speaker 2
And I said, Well, where can I see the electoral roll?
00:26:35 Speaker 2
So that was in the post office, fortunately.
00:26:38 Speaker 2
So I went to the lady in the post office and I said, I want to see the electoral roll.
00:26:43 Speaker 2
My name is John Rilliton and I'm looking for other Rillitons.
00:26:45 Speaker 2
And she said,
00:26:46 Speaker 2
I can tell you that if there was anybody who lived here with the same name as the town, everybody would know about it.
00:26:52 Speaker 2
They said, There are no Willitons, I can assure you.
00:26:55 Speaker 2
And we haven't been able to find any Willitons in England from top to bottom, from north to south anymore, except for this James Williton who spelled his name with an E-R and whose family went to America and he's sort of lost.
00:27:14 Speaker 2
But the spelling of our name
00:27:17 Speaker 2
There was nobody with that name anymore.
00:27:21 Speaker 2
So I took a lot of photographs.
00:27:23 Speaker 2
I walked around.
00:27:24 Speaker 2
Every chance I got, I said that my name is John Willetton, expecting them, you know, to really stand up and take notice of that.
00:27:31 Speaker 2
But they were all very polite and friendly.
00:27:35 Speaker 2
I didn't own anything.
00:27:38 Speaker 2
I'm not loyalty in disguise.
00:27:41 Speaker 2
So I visited Dorothy's family up in Cheshire.
00:27:47 Speaker 2
And then I went through Wales to Scotland and did the touring things, but the thing is, it rained practically the whole time.
00:27:54 Speaker 2
I don't think it would have been more than five, maybe six days when it didn't rain.
00:27:59 Speaker 2
It didn't rain constantly from morning to night, but it rained.
00:28:03 Speaker 2
It rained all the time.
00:28:04 Speaker 2
But anyway, I did what I wanted to do.
00:28:08 Speaker 2
So William and Mary came here to Sunshine.
00:28:10 Speaker 2
Well, they didn't come to Sunshine, they came to Australia.
00:28:14 Speaker 2
But
00:28:15 Speaker 2
Dorothy began the hard work then of contacting all of these peoples.
00:28:20 Speaker 2
And as I said, in Western Australia, the only states that we didn't find relations were South Australia and the Northern Territory.
00:28:31 Speaker 2
Now there were people in all of the others.
00:28:35 Speaker 2
And they all wrote to us, they all rang us, they all sent us photographs.
00:28:41 Speaker 2
Some from Tasmania and New South Wales came to our week.
00:28:44 Speaker 2
The other thing that Dorothy did was she organised a family reunion of the Willitons to celebrate 140 years on the 28th of November 1998, which was 140 years after they arrived here.
00:29:01 Speaker 2
And we found many coincidences.
00:29:04 Speaker 2
The first coincidence I bumped into was in Minehead, where I was staying in Somerset, and
00:29:11 Speaker 2
The day after I was there, at the local railway station, each weekend they ran a steam train excursion between Minehead and Willerton.
00:29:23 Speaker 2
So I thought, well that'll do me, rather than drive the car, I'll get on the train and go down to Willerton and see what I own.
00:29:30 Speaker 2
And they were having that particular weekend Thomas the Tank Engine Day as a fundraiser, and all of their engines were
00:29:41 Speaker 2
disguised as Thomas, or his friends, I can't think of all their names, Henry and Edward.
00:29:45 Speaker 2
I don't know if he's got any girlfriends, but anyway, Thomas was there.
00:29:50 Speaker 2
And on the platform, they had a lot of fundraising activities going on, and they had a lady there who was dressed up as a clown and selling raffle tickets and handing out things to children.
00:30:01 Speaker 2
And I got talking to her, and she asked me where I was from, and I said, well, I didn't say something real.

