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00:00:02 Speaker 1
collect as much information as we can about history, to classify it, to record it and to make it available in an accessible way to present generations and to the future, future generations.
00:00:19 Speaker 1
And that's part of what we're here today.
00:00:21 Speaker 1
I don't need to emphasise to a group like this the importance of history.
00:00:27 Speaker 1
We all know that it's so important for our identity and for our sense of who we are now and also where we're going to go in the future.
00:00:37 Speaker 1
Every Hamilton even is proud of its own history and has a distinctive history.
00:00:45 Speaker 1
In Deer Park it's got a distinctive history, a lot but of course to do with the explosive industry, but there are many other fashions too.
00:00:54 Speaker 1
and we hope that we'll bring those things out this afternoon.
00:00:59 Speaker 1
So welcome to everybody and I'm looking forward to good afternoon.
00:01:03 Speaker 1
We publicised this as widely as we could, and we were hoping for a big audience, but nevertheless, what we do...
00:01:10 Speaker 1
They will be recorded.
00:01:12 Speaker 1
Anybody who has an objection to their voice can be recorded, please let us know.
00:01:17 Speaker 1
But if not, we'll record everything that is said.
00:01:19 Speaker 1
So it is down there for future use and for future researches.
00:01:25 Speaker 1
Now our format that Oliver, whom I think you all know, is going to make a presentation
00:01:34 Speaker 1
for a few minutes on a summary, a history of Deer Park, and then a number of people have agreed to come and give us their own memories.
00:01:44 Speaker 1
And that's important because everybody's memory.
00:01:46 Speaker 1
You may not think that what you know is important, but it all makes a mosaic that makes our history.
00:01:53 Speaker 1
So what you know, somebody else may not know.
00:01:56 Speaker 1
And it should go down on the record and be part of that overall history.
00:02:01 Speaker 1
So please, there are a number of people who have already agreed to have something to say, but afterwards, those who haven't spoken, I do encourage you to come forward and just tell us all you know and what you know about the issue of Deer Park.
00:02:17 Speaker 1
So welcome again, and I'll now introduce Bob Olin.
00:02:21 Speaker 1
I won't introduce you, I think you all know her, and what a good professional historian she is, and how much she knows about
00:02:30 Speaker 1
the whole of the district.
00:02:31 Speaker 1
It's just encyclopedic and it just staggers me on other people, one will know.
00:02:38 Speaker 1
But the capacity to introduce other people to history and Pastor Niall is also amazing.
00:02:47 Speaker 1
We're very privileged to have her.
00:02:48 Speaker 1
So thanks, Owen, if you want to stay here.
00:02:51 Speaker 1
Oh, if you're comfortable with that, why not?
00:02:58 Speaker 2
In 1974, some of you may remember that Deer Park Primary School celebrated its centenary, and I think a few of you were students at that school and remember that centenary, and a few people from the other side of the town were surprised that Deer Park was so old that it had a school that was 100 years old.
00:03:18 Speaker 2
And I remember meeting quite a few of the folk planning that centenary, and I guess that was my introduction to Deer Park and his families, and to meet families like the O'Brien family,
00:03:28 Speaker 2
and so many members of that family all over Deer Park, and the Newman family, and to hear of the Oaten family that didn't know at that time about the Evans family.
00:03:40 Speaker 2
And those are the four families we're looking at today.
00:03:48 Speaker 2
I started doing research about the history of this district, I suppose in the 70s, and one of the things eventually I came across was
00:03:58 Speaker 2
of course, this factory that you're all familiar with, which we now call Orica, and that some of you or your families have a connection with, the explosives factory.
00:04:08 Speaker 2
And there's a big book called Industrial Awakening.
00:04:11 Speaker 2
It's really a geography of Australian manufacturing.
00:04:16 Speaker 2
I won't read it all to you, but it's got a couple of references to the factory at Deer Park.
00:04:21 Speaker 2
And it says that it's the sort of leading explosives factory in Australia.
00:04:27 Speaker 2
in the 19th century and it makes you realise that Deer Park was really very important.
00:04:34 Speaker 2
It's not only important in the lives of the families that lived here, it wasn't important as the leading explosives factory in Australia in the 19th century until the government built, the government explosives factory at Maribyrnong.
00:04:48 Speaker 2
And there are not many areas in the whole of Australia where you have
00:04:51 Speaker 2
a community which has farming families, but families who also worked at that explosive factory.
00:04:59 Speaker 2
And the most moving part of that is Aussie Oakley, whose father was killed in an explosion there.
00:05:05 Speaker 2
But many of the farming families of the 19th century, I discovered from the letters about schools, were going to work at what they called the powder factory.
00:05:15 Speaker 2
And that must have been the only place in Australia where families were doing that.
00:05:21 Speaker 2
I don't know that the Bansides ever went to work at the power factory, but certainly there were members of the Eddie family and certainly the O'Brien family and the Eddie family.
00:05:32 Speaker 2
So I think in terms of how, you know, sunshine we all know is very important in the whole history of Australia, but Deerpub also is very important in the whole history of Australia because it's the only place really in the 19th century where there was a major explosives factory
00:05:49 Speaker 2
with families living in the area, a very rural area, a very small community.
00:05:54 Speaker 2
So that's to me what's special about that mixture of farms and this factory and the fact that some of you call the park the well-ups and there were some very terrible explosions.
00:06:06 Speaker 2
Now I've suggested that most of the people speaking spent for five to ten minutes, so I'll just give a good example.
00:06:12 Speaker 2
The families we've asked to speak, we're starting off with Albert Evans because Albert
00:06:18 Speaker 2
great-grandfather named Albert, I think in 1849, would that be right?
00:06:23 Speaker 2
Yes.
00:06:23 Speaker 2
So that's why we're putting Albert on first.
00:06:26 Speaker 2
And Albert will tell you about his family who mainly settled in what we might call South Deer Park, or Gerramus, going towards Boundary Road.
00:06:35 Speaker 2
And some of the Evans property is still there to get the bluestone in, one of the bluestone buildings of their farm, and it's your brother.
00:06:47 Speaker 2
The other, the next person after that, they've asked Ozzie Oakie to speak, because according to some of the stories about the Oakies, they came out in the 1850s, 84 years.
00:07:04 Speaker 2
Thomas Oakie came out to South Australia in 1849.
00:07:10 Speaker 2
So he reached Melbourne in 1852.
00:07:13 Speaker 2
So that's why Albert goes ahead of him.
00:07:15 Speaker 2
Aussie because they came to Melbourne in 1852.
00:07:19 Speaker 2
The book I'm looking at is Small Exclusive of Early Sunshine, which this society produced in 1978-79, but the quotes in that book, which are about a lot of the Deerhart families, come from an older book, Victoria and its Metropolis, which was published in 1888.
00:07:39 Speaker 2
And we've got a copy.
00:07:41 Speaker 2
Yes, I think the Society has a copy too.
00:07:43 Speaker 1
Yes, we have.
00:07:44 Speaker 2
And Sunshine Library.
00:07:45 Speaker 1
It comes in two volumes, of course.
00:07:47 Speaker 1
Yes, two volumes.
00:07:47 Speaker 2
It's a beautiful fact, isn't it?
00:07:50 Speaker 2
And I think that each family contributed its own paragraph.
00:07:56 Speaker 2
So there's a paragraph on Thomas Oakie, the one who came out in 1852 with his family, his father and mother, who were Thomas and Joey Oakie.
00:08:06 Speaker 2
James Burnside and his wife Rachel, who came out in 1854, '56.
00:08:17 Speaker 2
Well, according to this, it came to Melbourne in 1854.
00:08:21 Speaker 2
And then the, it doesn't mention the O'Briens, which is very Northern, but it mentions the Newmans.
00:08:27 Speaker 2
It mentions Alfred Newman who came to Greybrook and North Sunshine
00:08:35 Speaker 2
that sort of area and his son Alexander who came out to Judea Park and Dulcie will tell you about that branch of the family.
00:08:43 Speaker 2
So that's the order we're going to do.
00:08:45 Speaker 2
Albert first, then Aussie, then Jill and then...
00:08:50 Speaker 2
No, then Dulcie, then Jill.
00:08:54 Speaker 2
And Wollock.
00:08:55 Speaker 2
And Wollock, of course.
00:08:56 Speaker 2
Now Wollock, your family came out to the about the 1890s, would that be right?
00:08:59 Speaker 3
It depends on what section of the family.
00:09:02 Speaker 3
The Dixons came out in the 50s, but settled in Bacchus Marsh.
00:09:06 Speaker 3
Right.
00:09:06 Speaker 3
And then half the family come down and lived in Melbourne.
00:09:10 Speaker 3
Most of the Dixons lived in Bacchus Marsh.
00:09:13 Speaker 2
Right.
00:09:13 Speaker 3
But the other tribe, a lot came out, there were three settlers in Tassie, and then only auntie Papp, my great-grandfather, he was
00:09:23 Speaker 3
that came out from Philadelphia in America.
00:09:26 Speaker 3
And he met a young lady, Miss knew, in Ballarat and married when she was 16.
00:09:34 Speaker 3
So they'd come over from Cassie and he came to America and they met there and were married and then they came down and lived to Jamison.
00:09:42 Speaker 2
So we're putting your last picture...
00:09:43 Speaker 3
The O'Bryan's old Jim there, first of all remember of O'Bryan, sorry, but old Jim and grandfather, apparently he was born or lived in Bell Randall
00:09:53 Speaker 3
But a lot of the Melbick would know the St.
00:09:55 Speaker 3
Bryans, they were there only at Bryan and then settled around at Tarnee somewhere, met my grandfather's brothers.
00:10:03 Speaker 2
So if I hand back to Norm, to invite others to start to Norm.
00:10:06 Speaker 2
Well, thank you.
00:10:09 Speaker 4
What they're families for you, I have usually settled them up.
00:10:15 Speaker 4
What you asked me to talk about is on here first, like the Lisbon, the Gun Gerritors.
00:10:23 Speaker 4
I've got 10 pages out of this history of mine.
00:10:29 Speaker 4
I drew this up going back where everybody lived for 150 years, and all the old timers, what they did for a living, who they married, and what children they had, and so forth.
00:10:45 Speaker 4
But this thing had to do with all this to Hellertons.
00:10:50 Speaker 4
and left every place of this.
00:10:54 Speaker 4
But they're very not.
00:10:57 Speaker 4
Can you stand up and do it?
00:11:01 Speaker 4
You're right.
00:11:32 Speaker 4
Thank you.
00:11:34 Speaker 2
I've just done a map of the whole area.
00:11:44 Speaker 2
Surely it's a room, so I think we don't be able to.
00:11:53 Speaker 4
This property, according to the Trucanine of the History, was owned by Morton and Leach.
00:12:01 Speaker 4
This news was part of by the whole identity, the school teacher, who decided to write up the History of George V.
00:12:12 Speaker 4
in 1975.
00:12:16 Speaker 4
That's box 10.
00:12:19 Speaker 4
This is
00:12:21 Speaker 4
The story from the western times.
00:12:24 Speaker 4
Mount Dermot was founded in 1850 when the brothers Sestamus and Richard Moreton, Shortland cattle breeders from the English Lakes District arrived in Australia.
00:12:39 Speaker 4
They built up an outstanding herd of Shortland cattle.
00:12:44 Speaker 4
Their first major sale was in 1867
00:12:49 Speaker 4
and was the first large auction of pedigree cattle of world standard held in their favor.
00:12:59 Speaker 4
The property was rented to a dairyman named Harkness at Rubsay.
00:13:06 Speaker 4
That could be reported quickly.
00:13:09 Speaker 4
The property was bought by James Harrison, then built the predator's host, laid out the garbage,
00:13:17 Speaker 4
and planted the tree on the northeast and slope of the hill.
00:13:22 Speaker 4
The property remained in Howatson's hands until 1944, when the trustees sold it to Merrifit Cole.
00:13:33 Speaker 4
Two of the people that lived in the house during the Howatson's time were espits and burns.
00:13:41 Speaker 4
Hit beyond the Howatson's can be found in the Druganizer cemetery.
00:13:47 Speaker 4
and where the others were buried.
00:13:57 Speaker 4
Name's Allison McBoog, Pottstown, Eccles, Ection, Duncrashire, Scotland, NB.
00:14:06 Speaker 4
Died suddenly at Mount Everett, April the 6th, 1887, aged 61 years and his wife Sarah came to things.
00:14:17 Speaker 4
Born Montrose Cockford, 23 December 1848.
00:14:23 Speaker 4
Married in Victoria, 1875, died in Toorak, Melbourne.
00:14:28 Speaker 4
Victoria, May 26, 1935, aged 87 years.
00:14:34 Speaker 4
Also George DSO, eldest son of above.
00:14:39 Speaker 4
Born 1877 and died 1933, aged 56 years.
00:14:47 Speaker 4
and husband of Mary Stu Harvey, born 1879 and died 1965, 1886.
00:15:01 Speaker 4
He was an officer in the army at George.
00:15:08 Speaker 4
Alexander Watson of Penbank, Queensland, born 1879
00:15:14 Speaker 4
and died 1948, aged 69 years, buried at Brighton.
00:15:20 Speaker 4
Victoria Dean Claver Harrison, born 1882 and died 1951, aged 69 years.
00:15:30 Speaker 4
Joan Bell Harrison, born 1884 and died 1968, 76 years, buried at Townsville.
00:15:40 Speaker 4
In 1950 I see I bought
00:15:43 Speaker 4
It's probably the colt to provide a more adequate buffer area around its steer park, included magazines and companies used as a set for tasks, training and conference.
00:16:00 Speaker 4
It also re-established the Jordan study in 1954 and just pretended it six years later
00:16:11 Speaker 4
In 1962, ICI leased the property and buildings to the Melbourne University, talked to John Kenson, born that the station is among about a hundred people who work in this pleasant environment, this family home, natural salon.
00:16:38 Speaker 4
old pepperboards trees and poor gunks.
00:16:43 Speaker 4
The field station has three main functions.
00:16:47 Speaker 4
It's a resident station for second year students.
00:16:52 Speaker 4
It operates a farm to support the needs of teaching and researching.
00:17:00 Speaker 4
It has experimental facilities for research on oils.
00:17:07 Speaker 4
plants and animals and agricultural engineering.
00:17:19 Speaker 4
The building sounds about the cultural point.
00:17:22 Speaker 4
The host deserves a number of uses.
00:17:25 Speaker 4
Some are living areas, some teaching halls.
00:17:29 Speaker 4
There are laboratories, libraries, stables, even a lawn
00:17:37 Speaker 4
The station has about 20 out of 500 in a sheep and a few cashmaller goats.
00:17:45 Speaker 4
The cattle there are fields for raising and some for crop.
00:17:51 Speaker 4
Most of the teaching staff live on the site but most of the support staff go over at the end of the day.
00:18:01 Speaker 4
Drops of five to leave there is
00:18:04 Speaker 4
fitness to our turnover or problems about building the pupils for sake of...
00:18:11 Speaker 4
It's a lot of that area of Mount Deron.
00:18:20 Speaker 1
Thank you very much.
00:18:21 Speaker 4
I'll leave that Councillor Todd and let the deal later.
00:18:26 Speaker 1
Okay.
00:18:27 Speaker 1
If you haven't been to see the property, and I guess most people have, but it'd be a good idea.
00:18:33 Speaker 1
This is a very unique property, and it's in the Grimbank Heritage Study.
00:18:38 Speaker 1
I don't know how much protection they give it, but if you haven't seen it, see it before the developer prevention, have a look at it.
00:18:48 Speaker 1
It is a unique property, and it's one of the few really heritage properties that we have in this particular area.
00:18:55 Speaker 1
Thank you very much.
00:18:57 Speaker 1
Now, if we come to the lodging, how about I dig out the car and get a piece of paper that all of them set me up.
00:19:05 Speaker 1
I've got no dates or anything.
00:19:10 Speaker 3
Well, as it goes, could I just comment a little bit on what Alvin said?
00:19:13 Speaker 3
Mrs.
00:19:15 Speaker 3
Howardson, she used to give the first, second and third prize to sixth, seventh and eighth grade every year at the Deer Park School.
00:19:23 Speaker 3
and she was driven down by Ashoka and they came down in a big black Pierce Arrow and as a kid I would reckon it would be the next class car to a Rolls-Royce.
00:19:32 Speaker 3
It was a beautiful car.
00:19:34 Speaker 3
Dulcie, would you remember that?
00:19:36 Speaker 3
Mrs.
00:19:36 Speaker 3
Harrison.
00:19:37 Speaker 3
Yeah.
00:19:38 Speaker 5
They used to donate sewing baskets for, you know, at school, you know, first prize, second prize and all that.
00:19:46 Speaker 5
They were nice sewing baskets.
00:19:49 Speaker 6
Well, who were some of the people who got the prize?
00:19:52 Speaker 3
Me?
00:19:52 Speaker 3
I got the first prize once, and then every year Ella McLeod used to beat me.
00:19:59 Speaker 3
The girl was cool.
00:20:01 Speaker 3
And I think one of my problems, whether I was smart enough or not, we were too busy playing cricket and football at the play hour, and Ella would be studying.
00:20:13 Speaker 6
I always use that excuse for him.
00:20:15 Speaker 5
What might happen to the home?
00:20:17 Speaker 7
I number amongst my friends the last manager from down here, he lives in Bacchus Marsh.
00:20:23 Speaker 5
At the moment, but I'm wondering what is going to happen to the homestead, because it was, he and his wife
00:20:33 Speaker 5
the second white pet foods of setting it up as a conference centre at one time.
00:20:36 Speaker 5
It's just standing up.
00:20:39 Speaker 7
They're going to make their next golf fling.
00:20:43 Speaker 1
Such young golf club is going to be moving over close to it.
00:20:46 Speaker 6
I found another one while I was out there anyway.
00:20:49 Speaker 6
While I was getting really two interesting things, people out the other side, they'd ask you where it was, and the quickest way to explain it was where those disclosure veterans blow up, and they knew it straight away.
00:21:05 Speaker 1
Well, it depends on who.
00:21:06 Speaker 1
I think he's at university still, isn't it?
00:21:08 Speaker 1
Yes.
00:21:08 Speaker 4
I wanted to mention that Mr.
00:21:12 Speaker 4
Howardson, James Howardson, he came from Watch Hill down the Western District.
00:21:20 Speaker 4
Down the Western District.
00:21:21 Speaker 4
And I think he might have had something to do with the name being changed, Coralweek, because
00:21:29 Speaker 4
There was a choroid down there.
00:21:32 Speaker 6
That was true.
00:21:36 Speaker 3
That was choroid.
00:21:36 Speaker 3
This was choroid.
00:21:39 Speaker 3
And an extra lever in the house.
00:21:47 Speaker 2
You've got one to check.
00:22:01 Speaker 7
It's okay.
00:22:04 Speaker 4
I need to...
00:22:05 Speaker 2
] So what is...
00:22:07 Speaker 2
] Oh, okay.
00:22:11 Speaker 2
] Will do.
00:22:14 Speaker 6
] The open family of Croy Creek, on the western side of Melbourne, the migrant family from Cornwall,
00:22:32 Speaker 6
Settled in 1859, Thomas and Joey Yokey and their five children.
00:22:38 Speaker 6
Their farm of just over a hundred acres seems small in the sea of huge estate on Big Clark, one of Australia's wealthiest pastoralists.
00:22:46 Speaker 6
The only way they could obtain access to the nearest stream, Roy Creek, was by renting land.
00:22:54 Speaker 6
Access to schooling was even harder to obtain.
00:22:56 Speaker 6
It was used before the school began in the vastly settled district.
00:23:01 Speaker 6
so local people tried to get government aid.
00:23:05 Speaker 6
The name of Thomas Opie and his younger children appear on several lists in the 1860s.
00:23:11 Speaker 6
The school started only lasted a few years.
00:23:17 Speaker 6
It was the next generation of Opie's the children of Thomas Junior and his wife Elizabeth who had the opportunity of free state education in the building wholly funded by the government.
00:23:30 Speaker 6
Yet over a period of 15 years, the Opie family found the reality of state schooling was far from perfect.
00:23:37 Speaker 6
Teachers came and went to a series of events which ranged from the trivial to the tragic.
00:23:46 Speaker 6
They expressed their views in a number of ways, from being late for school to a parents' strike in 1882 when Elizabeth Opie had to explain to a police court that her reasons for not sending her child to school
00:23:59 Speaker 6
was the dissipated and violent conduct of the schoolmaster, which I have heard used to be drinking on school.
00:24:11 Speaker 6
Ten years later she was explaining to an inspector's inquiry why she had employed a young woman with 52 daughters.
00:24:20 Speaker 6
The opies had economic struggles as well as the search for schooling.
00:24:24 Speaker 6
The land was far more fertile.
00:24:27 Speaker 6
Half the family of Thomas Opie Sr left in the early 1870s in the hope of better land on the Goulburn at Shepparton.
00:24:36 Speaker 6
At Croik Creek, later known as Deer Park, Thomas Opie Jr made his living from farming, dairing, butter production, contract slaughtering, shearing on Clark's Estate.
00:24:51 Speaker 6
Elizabeth Opie also had the task of bearing 11 children over a period of 15 years.
00:24:58 Speaker 6
The story of the Apa family is not, as far as we know, recorded in any diaries, though.
00:25:02 Speaker 6
I think I went to Paragat in Victoria and it's spectral from us in 1888.
00:25:14 Speaker 6
That's all I've got down on there.
00:25:17 Speaker 6
That's thanks to...
00:25:22 Speaker 6
But I've been here, my father was killed in black powder.
00:25:26 Speaker 6
about 62 years ago.
00:25:30 Speaker 6
I've got one son and he's got two, and that's the last of the line.
00:25:37 Speaker 6
And there, I've shifted out of Deer Barks line about 17 years ago up to Melbourne, and the traffic drove me out of Station Road down there.
00:25:45 Speaker 6
Yeah, probably that's much.
00:25:54 Speaker 1
Do you know much about the accident?
00:25:56 Speaker 1
Did you get any compensation?
00:25:58 Speaker 6
No, I was only eight year old then.
00:25:59 Speaker 1
Do you know if your family got any compensation?
00:26:03 Speaker 6
Yeah, about a thousand pounds, I think.
00:26:07 Speaker 6
And that went into a trust.
00:26:10 Speaker 6
Two-thirds were supposed to go to me and one-third of my mother.
00:26:13 Speaker 6
And if she wanted any money, I don't think she had to produce a good excuse to...
00:26:19 Speaker 7
There was that room, there was a car in this kiln there, or was it the up next one?
00:26:25 Speaker 7
My dad worked in the...
00:26:26 Speaker 7
he worked near night shift.
00:26:28 Speaker 6
Backside.
00:26:29 Speaker 2
It was Frank Paul, yeah.
00:26:31 Speaker 6
I don't know, there was two, there was three, three worked in the room.
00:26:37 Speaker 6
One went for their meals, be on afternoon shift, because I remember being at...
00:26:44 Speaker 6
it was late in the afternoon, half past four or something like that, five o'clock.
00:26:50 Speaker 6
Alec might remember more, or Wally.
00:26:56 Speaker 6
And he'd been at the morning tea, or lunch, I'm not sure which one it was, come back, when he come back and opened the door of the room, the flames all come out.
00:27:07 Speaker 6
It was already gone and the two that was in the room survived.
00:27:13 Speaker 6
Bad burns.
00:27:15 Speaker 6
And he had third degree burns, he died later in the hospital.
00:27:20 Speaker 6
No, that must be a later.
00:27:23 Speaker 5
Mister Chair, can I ask, yeah, this speaker, do you have a cousin or some family in Faisley Street, Footscray?
00:27:33 Speaker 2
The Opie's have been there in Faithly Street.
00:27:36 Speaker 6
Not that I know.
00:27:37 Speaker 5
The President, Mr Opie, he lives in his mother's house.
00:27:41 Speaker 5
She'd been there.
00:27:41 Speaker 6
There's a Norm Opie around Footscray used to have a band.
00:27:45 Speaker 5
That's Norm Opie.
00:27:47 Speaker 5
He's still there and I thought you might have been...
00:27:50 Speaker 6
Not that I know of, unless he's on the other from some of the ones that went to Shepparton.
00:27:56 Speaker 6
Because there was a woman from up Meringham rang me looking for a...
00:28:03 Speaker 6
Bennett Boyd Opie.
00:28:06 Speaker 6
And the only one I remember, her grandfather had a Bennett, a big brother.
00:28:10 Speaker 6
She said he had two girls and two boys.
00:28:13 Speaker 6
I said it was not him because he was a bachelor.
00:28:17 Speaker 6
And then she tracked him down.
00:28:19 Speaker 6
Within three months there was three Bennett Boyd Opies come out from Bornwall.
00:28:26 Speaker 2
Mr Opie helped us do the annual
00:28:28 Speaker 2
Henry Lawson, the memorial ceremony in Poochbroke Park.
00:28:33 Speaker 6
Yeah, no, I know Norm, because I had him banned for one of the numerous engagement party's shed.
00:28:39 Speaker 6
I just thought you might have been hunting through that night.
00:28:43 Speaker 3
Well, the family was working in that room, and the same, how many...
00:28:46 Speaker 6
The two that was in the room...
00:28:50 Speaker 6
Where the father and another set killed, was there, honey?
00:28:53 Speaker 6
Only a day.
00:28:54 Speaker 6
Only a father.
00:28:55 Speaker 6
Only a father.
00:28:56 Speaker 6
Well, I was working afternoon shift in the little house at that time.
00:29:00 Speaker 3
And I thought it happened early in the evening.
00:29:04 Speaker 3
Just gone dark or something, Ali might know what to leave.
00:29:06 Speaker 1
What was he sitting at night?
00:29:08 Speaker 1
Four or half past four.
00:29:09 Speaker 6
Somewhere there.
00:29:10 Speaker 6
Something opens and I heard the old store.
00:29:14 Speaker 4
That time's pretty right, thank you.
00:29:16 Speaker 3
We didn't know till about seven o'clock.
00:29:18 Speaker 3
I told her.
00:29:18 Speaker 4
Jim, Jimmy Whitman was the survivor, wasn't he?
00:29:25 Speaker 6
Did you whip them?
00:29:29 Speaker 1
I don't know, that I...
00:29:45 Speaker 1
But they weren't all fighting whether they were...
00:29:51 Speaker 1
Does anybody know how many were killed in over the years?
00:29:57 Speaker 3
How many killed in?
00:29:59 Speaker 1
Well, I'd say 50 years period.
00:30:01 Speaker 3
Over a period?
00:30:02 Speaker 3
Yeah.
00:30:02 Speaker 3
There was three girls and one chap at one hit, wasn't it?
00:30:06 Speaker 3
The room blew up and killed three girls and a fella, I believe, had a trolley outside with explosions in it and it went up too.
00:30:13 Speaker 3
And there was another two fellas killed, a man called Sam that had lived down in Forest Street.
00:30:21 Speaker 3
These are the only ones we remember.
00:30:24 Speaker 3
But the explosive where nobody was killed was one of the biggest and that went up around about three o'clock in the afternoon while we were at school.
00:30:31 Speaker 3
And they said the lightning struck it because it was a thunderstorm on.
00:30:34 Speaker 3
Hell, it did have been at school then, weren't you?
00:30:36 Speaker 1
Yeah.
00:30:37 Speaker 1
What date was that one?
00:30:39 Speaker 3
Oh, I know I would have reckon I'd have been about 10.
00:30:43 Speaker 3
So that'd make it 28, 29, 30, something in that period, I'd say.
00:30:50 Speaker 1
Well I think that's quite likely because at that time before I came to Sunshine I went to school at Kingsville for a few years before I came to Sunshine and I remember being in the school there was an explosion at Deer Park and the Kingsville school shook.
00:31:07 Speaker 1
And it was an explosion that there was no one killed at, I remember that.
00:31:12 Speaker 1
Actually you could feel the vibration at Kingsville School and that's a fair way across country.
00:31:17 Speaker 3
There was three big ones when no one was killed.
00:31:18 Speaker 3
There was one went off about 11 o'clock at night opposite the pub, smashed all the pub windows.
00:31:23 Speaker 3
No one was killed at that one.
00:31:25 Speaker 6
And then it all knocked.
00:31:26 Speaker 3
Off at the, what do they call the name of this, knocked off at 8 o'clock, and it went up and nobody was killed.
00:31:33 Speaker 3
The Nitro Bridge Street.
00:31:36 Speaker 3
Yeah, that's right.
00:31:37 Speaker 6
Yeah, well I was working at ICI when that week.
00:31:39 Speaker 3
It were you, didn't it?
00:31:40 Speaker 6
Yeah, in the apprenticeship.
00:31:42 Speaker 7
I was 12 years old doing Harry's house.
00:31:46 Speaker 7
He lived in Forrester.
00:31:49 Speaker 7
He had a father and a kid.
00:31:51 Speaker 1
He did.
00:31:52 Speaker 1
Do you know John Powell?
00:31:54 Speaker 1
He used to be the fricker in Albion.
00:31:56 Speaker 1
He was his father.
00:32:02 Speaker 1
So there was plenty of work safe.
00:32:06 Speaker 1
Yeah, plenty of scope for WorkSafe.
00:32:09 Speaker 1
What were the safety conditions like?
00:32:11 Speaker 3
They did a good job in the finish, I see.
00:32:13 Speaker 3
I'm one of the best companies.
00:32:14 Speaker 3
They brought in a scheme and they put the workers on the job on the factory floor to go to the meetings, to all the meetings and bring up any complaints that looked dangerous.
00:32:27 Speaker 3
It was the best thing that happened to the workers, in my opinion.
00:32:30 Speaker 6
I wrote a letter to
00:32:32 Speaker 6
John Cain and Emma suggested that every big company should have to have a safety committee on behalf of that, because they were fair dinkum.
00:32:41 Speaker 6
I know they let fellas come back to work.
00:32:43 Speaker 3
On easy jobs, you know, instead of going back to the job they got hurt on.
00:32:48 Speaker 6
So they wouldn't be unemployed.
00:32:49 Speaker 6
They'd come back and do offrous work or something like that, but they were employed anyhow and full money.
00:32:54 Speaker 6
But I didn't worry about that.
00:32:55 Speaker 6
The main thing is we could complain about anything that was dangerous without getting into trouble with the boss.
00:33:02 Speaker 7
Stuart from Wayback, Follett.
00:33:05 Speaker 1
You're suggesting they're ahead of their time.
00:33:07 Speaker 6
Yes, they were.
00:33:08 Speaker 6
I think Shell Oil Company was another one, and they're ahead of the same communities going about at the same time.
00:33:16 Speaker 1
Well, thanks.
00:33:18 Speaker 1
Thank you very much.
00:33:20 Speaker 1
What about Dulcie?
00:33:21 Speaker 1
Would you like to come up?
00:33:22 Speaker 6
From there.
00:33:26 Speaker 5
That's my great grandfather, and he was a great friend of Jim Burnside.
00:33:31 Speaker 5
Jill's grandfather couldn't get it out in a minute.
00:33:40 Speaker 5
Now I'm not exactly sure where to start.
00:33:44 Speaker 5
With Newman?
00:33:45 Speaker 5
Yeah.
00:33:45 Speaker 5
Well, I was saying before about my great-grandfather's father came out from England and they settled, I think, Thea and then Sunshine.
00:33:59 Speaker 5
And, well, from then he was Alexander Grout Newman, my grandfather, and he was in the little house in Ballarat Road, which has just been demolished this year, actually.
00:34:12 Speaker 5
It was up through Deer Park, and it was from the bend.
00:34:17 Speaker 5
And his wife, great grandmother, was Lucy.
00:34:22 Speaker 5
She was Lucy Blackstone.
00:34:23 Speaker 5
They were married and had one son, Alfred Newman,
00:34:29 Speaker 5
who was my mother's father and my mum had five of them in the family and my mother married Andy Ross and a lot wouldn't know that his family came out and they hipped over the other side of the railway line and they had the milk round for years.
00:34:55 Speaker 5
Then I think they went over to Kensington or somewhere, but I'd say all dads are brothers and sisters, which are in fact nine.
00:35:04 Speaker 5
There was 11 in the family.
00:35:06 Speaker 5
Most of them worked at Nobel's as well.
00:35:08 Speaker 5
It wasn't just my dad.
00:35:12 Speaker 5
And dad was there for between 40 and 50 years.
00:35:16 Speaker 5
I'm not sure whether we got to that.
00:35:20 Speaker 5
And yeah, so then the sister and
00:35:25 Speaker 5
Lorraine and myself in my family.
00:35:31 Speaker 5
Well, I married, we married in 1948, 55 years ago.
00:35:39 Speaker 5
Still good enough with him.
00:35:41 Speaker 5
No, I'm joking.
00:35:43 Speaker 5
And we've had three children, two boys and a girl.
00:35:50 Speaker 5
And then we've got five fun children.
00:35:52 Speaker 5
So that's on
00:35:54 Speaker 5
So yeah, my dad was found when all the explosions happened, but no belts, he worked down there.
00:36:04 Speaker 5
And we all, I think we all heard all the explosions.
00:36:09 Speaker 5
It was a bit frightening, just boom.
00:36:12 Speaker 5
That was it.
00:36:14 Speaker 5
Now, I'm not sure if you want me to say about what we did in our life, or is it just the
00:36:24 Speaker 5
the older people.
00:36:25 Speaker 1
Everybody becomes part of history.
00:36:29 Speaker 5
Yeah, your dad was in the, I had that written down, and the voluntary fire brigade, and I think every Christmas we'd be sitting down at Christmas dinner, the bell would go in the passageway, fire up the road with the beaters and the water, and then it progressed later on, he was in the
00:36:53 Speaker 5
Metropolitan Fire Brigade that they had then, which are still there.
00:37:01 Speaker 5
And he was on there till he probably lost his leg then, and he retired.
00:37:11 Speaker 5
He lived to '81 and my mum to '85.
00:37:15 Speaker 5
She finished up in the nursing now and it was all right.
00:37:22 Speaker 5
School days, we were entertainment when we used to ride the bikes.
00:37:30 Speaker 5
We rode to Sunshine Tech first, I didn't say that after primary school, because there wasn't any buses then, and war, you went up to catch the motor train from back to start.
00:37:43 Speaker 5
And Saturdays and things, we'd go to pictures of Sunshine, or later on then we went to dances, and to helping
00:37:51 Speaker 5
Deer Park Hall and sunshine, and it's down all around.
00:37:57 Speaker 5
We had, you know, plenty to do those days, not my life now.
00:38:03 Speaker 5
I find that they say there's nothing to do, but we found plenty to do.
00:38:09 Speaker 5
Never got into history like those days.
00:38:16 Speaker 5
And we played tennis till just a few years ago.
00:38:27 Speaker 5
And we're the only ones that are still stayed in Deer Park, got married, went to school, stayed in Deer Park.
00:38:39 Speaker 5
They're in the same house.
00:38:40 Speaker 5
Well, I just moved from one side of the road to the other.
00:38:44 Speaker 5
I lived there and in front of the Anglican church there.
00:38:50 Speaker 5
That was another thing in their young days, that was very popular.
00:38:54 Speaker 5
I've got a photo there of all the Sundays filled with all the Moselies, all the old people from there.
00:39:08 Speaker 5
You know, all the families went in those days and that was one of the things they did.
00:39:13 Speaker 5
That's where we were married to.
00:39:15 Speaker 5
Chris had married there.
00:39:23 Speaker 1
It must be a fairly healthy place.
00:39:28 Speaker 1
If you could avoid the explosions at the factory, you'd probably be all right.
00:39:32 Speaker 1
Because you've mentioned, but didn't the Alf Newman live to 100?
00:39:36 Speaker 5
No.
00:39:37 Speaker 1
There were two of the Newman.
00:39:38 Speaker 5
Who lived to 100.
00:39:40 Speaker 5
Many, my great-grandmother's father's sister,
00:39:45 Speaker 5
Minnie Greg, she lived in sunshine, older than that.
00:39:49 Speaker 5
Yeah, she was 100 and my great-grandfather was 91 or 93 and I think the brother, Luke James, lived to about 97 or 98 or something like that.
00:40:04 Speaker 1
But Elk didn't.
00:40:04 Speaker 1
You had good prospects, aren't you?
00:40:06 Speaker 5
Yes, I hope so.
00:40:08 Speaker 5
But Elk, mum's father, he was only in his late 60s.
00:40:14 Speaker 6
Safrina Foley, who is very involved, she's lived for 100 years in three months.
00:40:19 Speaker 6
She's very overly turned on a cemetery.
00:40:22 Speaker 6
No one would have seen that.
00:40:26 Speaker 1
Eight months.
00:40:29 Speaker 1
108 months.
00:40:29 Speaker 1
So the industry must have been fairly healthy.
00:40:32 Speaker 1
Well, what about...
00:40:33 Speaker 6
Mr Chairman, I'm on just like to say something very quickly.
00:40:39 Speaker 6
Dulcie mentioned the Mosley
00:40:41 Speaker 6
Gwen and Joyce mostly sent their apologies for not coming today, and Gwen has donated a bundle of documents to the Toral Society, which we haven't yet thoroughly assessed.
00:40:53 Speaker 6
She's given them to us to look after.
00:40:56 Speaker 1
Yes, because as most of you know, Gwen and Joyce grew up on the property known as Westwood, which is now of course Caroline Springs.
00:41:07 Speaker 1
Which brings us to Jim and of course her family in Burnside that passed on the name to a suburb too.
00:41:12 Speaker 1
So what would you like to tell us about it?
00:41:14 Speaker 5
Before your starts, that was my family outing, holiday, up for Barmer Moses.
00:41:29 Speaker 5
That's why I used to go every holiday.
00:41:31 Speaker 5
Three miles in a row.
00:41:38 Speaker 7
I'm direct descendant from James and Rachel Burnside that came from Scotland in 1956 or more than 1954, I'm not sure.
00:41:47 Speaker 7
They had 13 children.
00:41:49 Speaker 7
One of their sons was Will James and he married a Margaret Robertson.
00:41:55 Speaker 7
Her name was Margaret but she was called Maggie.
00:41:59 Speaker 7
Maggie and James had four children, one who was my father,
00:42:04 Speaker 7
Robert James, and he was always my fault.
00:42:07 Speaker 7
He married my mother, Egon Blake, and they had two children.
00:42:11 Speaker 7
My brother, who is called James, Richard, and myself.
00:42:15 Speaker 7
My father died in 1957, when I was only 11 years old.
00:42:22 Speaker 7
Most people, I don't know about you people here, but a lot of people in Deer Park have known me as Jill Hitchcock, who owned the Deer Park TA for 34 years, so I was on the
00:42:34 Speaker 7
So what used to be the general store on the corner of Station Road and Balwick Road.
00:42:38 Speaker 7
I was there for, goodness me, about 28 years or something.
00:42:43 Speaker 7
And then they moved us across diagonally in the same block.
00:42:47 Speaker 7
So I had to tap the back.
00:42:50 Speaker 7
Where my ancestors lived.
00:42:53 Speaker 7
James and Rachel built and lived in, according to my father's sister now,
00:42:59 Speaker 7
I've had many long discussions with my father's sister, my auntie, Vera, who lives in Melton in the last couple of weeks, trying to pierce all this history together because suddenly I'm really interested over the last year because I did a bit at school in family history and researching old homes and it's kind of got its hooking to me and I think I'm hooked now.
00:43:26 Speaker 7
Anyway,
00:43:27 Speaker 7
Fear have told me that James and Rachel, who came out from Scotland, lived in a mud brick home on 110 acres that is now named Lady Gem Ranch.
00:43:38 Speaker 7
And it's about three miles from their, or kilometres, from their home that they later built in Burwick Road here.
00:43:48 Speaker 7
That's next to, what was, next to Peter Chanel School, Catholic School just over here.
00:43:56 Speaker 7
Anyway, I'll go back to where they first lived.
00:44:00 Speaker 7
It's now named Lady Gee Ranch.
00:44:03 Speaker 7
This block of land had two steep seepage wells skilfully lined with bluestone blocks and they supplied a water supply to the house and their stock.
00:44:16 Speaker 7
Near the front goes
00:44:18 Speaker 7
is a holding paddock and it has a stone-lined floor that is enclosed with a rock wall and a wooden ramp to load livestock onto trucks.
00:44:28 Speaker 7
When my father was a child, they called this 110 for Thompson's Paddock because apparently the Burnsides bought this land off Jane Thompson.
00:44:38 Speaker 7
And incidentally, Robinson's Road was then called Thompson's Road.
00:44:43 Speaker 7
It was later changed.
00:44:46 Speaker 7
James was a grazer and a farmer who later owned 450 acres of land.
00:44:52 Speaker 7
Now, I'm not sure whether that includes here or not.
00:44:56 Speaker 7
I want to probably clarify that, but I understood that it was around Gea Park area, where he grew sheep and grain crops.
00:45:06 Speaker 7
My father Bob and his sister Vera eventually inherited this farm, and my mother Yvonne bought out Vera's share later on.
00:45:16 Speaker 7
And she lovingly tendered this land all her life.
00:45:19 Speaker 7
After my father's death in 1957, she established a horse agistant and trotting complex with two huge racing tracks, 50 stables, numerous tap rooms, and two horse washes.
00:45:35 Speaker 7
And a deep ball was put down when my youngest son was about three years old to supply the complex with water.
00:45:44 Speaker 7
Now I'll talk about the Burnside homestead.
00:45:48 Speaker 7
I was not actually aware of the Burnside homestead, although my husband and I bought a block of land when we were engaged, almost opposite in Holme Street, almost opposite to where your Burnside home is.
00:46:01 Speaker 7
So my ribs run deep, I'm getting pulled back to the car.
00:46:08 Speaker 7
It was a Burnside tradition to hawk Kunalia home at black block.
00:46:13 Speaker 7
Now, I'm now talking about the home that they built after they left the Mudbrick home on Lady Jude Ranch, or 110 Paul Thompson's paddock.
00:46:24 Speaker 7
Same thing.
00:46:26 Speaker 7
So they built this homestead over here in Ballarup Road.
00:46:31 Speaker 7
It had five bedrooms, a central hall in the middle of which were steps that lead to a cellar, a bathroom, lounge room, with stone steps leading to a kitchen.
00:46:42 Speaker 7
over which had the DFB on the back door.
00:46:45 Speaker 7
Now there's a story about this DFB when the house was demolished.




