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00:00:01 Speaker 1
We better take it to the tacogen.
00:00:04 Speaker 1
But I took it to a tacogen which soaked it in some kind of solution to preserve it.
00:00:11 Speaker 1
My husband shot a beautiful deer and they used that skin to cover the deer.
00:00:20 Speaker 1
Now there's a great big photograph of this deer that's hung in the Deer Park Club, that's up here.
00:00:27 Speaker 1
I have a smaller photograph here of it.
00:00:30 Speaker 1
It's a beautiful thing now.
00:00:37 Speaker 1
Now, get back to the house.
00:00:40 Speaker 1
The old homestead was planted out with roses, tapdrogons and daisies.
00:00:45 Speaker 1
There were three huge peppercorn trees planted by James and Rachel in Burnsoff down in the back of the homestead.
00:00:52 Speaker 1
One of which they had their outhouse or their toilet under.
00:00:56 Speaker 1
Another, my husband, my father used to park his car and the herd had a slaughterhouse on the river.
00:01:04 Speaker 1
In the 20 acres surrounding the house, my great-great-grandfather, great-grandfather, had a sheep and dipping gecko that was used by the surrounding farmers.
00:01:19 Speaker 1
My grandfather was four years old when they moved into Rap Rock, so that's my grandfather.
00:01:28 Speaker 1
So I think that Rachel and James Burnside must have had a lot of their children over in Lady Gee Ranch.
00:01:37 Speaker 1
If my grandfather moved into Rutloch, which was an old family homestead then he was born himself, my auntie Vera remembers nursing her grandmother Rachel and was present when she died in Rooney Promise in December.
00:01:54 Speaker 1
1929, age 96.
00:01:57 Speaker 1
All then thought pioneers like, You've lived a long time.
00:02:00 Speaker 1
There must be something about the area.
00:02:03 Speaker 1
Her unmarried daughter, Isabel, had moved in and was living with her after the death of her father.
00:02:12 Speaker 1
Now Lady Gee Ranch.
00:02:15 Speaker 1
Lady Gee Ranch was compulsory acquired by the government in the 1940s, but was returned to my mother and father after the war.
00:02:24 Speaker 1
The land has now, once more, been compulsory acquired by the government on the 6th of March this year.
00:02:32 Speaker 1
And a new remand centre is to be built on it.
00:02:34 Speaker 1
So that's Rachel and James Burgersard's original block of land is now going to go prisoner.
00:02:47 Speaker 1
Now, I've got a top hat here that's over on the table.
00:02:51 Speaker 1
that came with James and Rachel Benside from Scotland.
00:02:55 Speaker 1
Please be careful of it.
00:03:00 Speaker 1
I have also a couple of pages of my father's sister, Vera, who is now Mrs Garrett, and lives in Melbourne.
00:03:08 Speaker 1
She has told me a couple of little funny stories, and that's in the pages over there too.
00:03:17 Speaker 1
Family photographs and documents which may be of interest are also over there.
00:03:22 Speaker 1
I found, when I was going through some of the papers, I found two photos.
00:03:27 Speaker 1
Now, we don't know because we can't figure it, we can't get anybody that can see well enough that knows those people, but that may be James Burnside and Rachel Burnside, only in Scotland.
00:03:44 Speaker 1
There's a lot of other funny stories that my father is from.
00:03:47 Speaker 1
Thank you very much.
00:03:48 Speaker 2
Can I ask something there, please?
00:03:52 Speaker 1
Sure.
00:03:53 Speaker 1
I believe that they came, when they were trying to get a name for the new suburb, which is now called Burnside, I believe that they came out on a ship called Burnside.
00:04:02 Speaker 1
Would that be right?
00:04:08 Speaker 2
The ship, according to Victoria's Metropolis, I think it's called the Earl of England.
00:04:14 Speaker 2
I think they asked the developers at Vanceline, didn't they contact this time?
00:04:19 Speaker 2
Yes, yes, I did, yeah.
00:04:22 Speaker 1
And I want to publicly thank Wally too, for that in Trinidading, Bonny's Burnside Reserve, Burnside Reserve.
00:04:31 Speaker 1
Because at that stage, I had my hands missing, those with pre-kids and a TAB, and it was thanks to you, it could have been named a lot worse.
00:04:41 Speaker 2
I don't, it's always important that the old names be preserved and that's another aspect of the historical society's past history.
00:04:51 Speaker 2
And we have had one or two incidents where there's been a change in historic name.
00:04:57 Speaker 2
There's got to be very, very good reason why you'd better do that.
00:05:01 Speaker 2
It's very interesting when the name, when you talk about the old pioneers, the great is how often Scottish descent comes up and that's pretty typical of
00:05:10 Speaker 2
the Scots in the 19th century, that they were definitely very successful in the grazing and the farming.
00:05:16 Speaker 2
And of course, I've been reading recently and a number of very good books written about it, particularly in the Western District families, over 50% of the successful grazings were Scottish descent, and yet the Scots represented something like 10% of the items at the time.
00:05:36 Speaker 2
In South Australia as Dean and duty, the Germans who were very successful and everything that's kept out.
00:05:43 Speaker 2
It's very interesting that it came out even in this district here.
00:05:47 Speaker 2
There's quite a number of Scots, probably out of proportion in the actual migrations at the time.
00:05:57 Speaker 2
Right, now what about Wally?
00:05:58 Speaker 2
He's got an Irish name, come on Wally.
00:06:06 Speaker 3
There's one at Deer Park that they took around about the 1940s when the Yanks were out here.
00:06:11 Speaker 3
That's the South Road where the shops are now.
00:06:16 Speaker 3
That's the Burnside Swimming Hole where the Deer Park Swimming Championship used to be held when Bunny Newman and my uncle swam against one another for them.
00:06:25 Speaker 3
And that's my young brother in a boat that he made.
00:06:28 Speaker 3
I made one before that, had a corrugated iron.
00:06:31 Speaker 3
We used to have it on Burnside Swimming Hole.
00:06:36 Speaker 3
There's quite a number there you can have a look at.
00:06:40 Speaker 3
They're the explosive workers, the women explosive workers at Nobel's.
00:06:46 Speaker 3
Eleanor Harrison's there.
00:06:48 Speaker 3
The Harrisons are another family of Deer Park and that's a 1911 photograph of the Nobel's explosive workers.
00:06:55 Speaker 3
My aunties are in that and that's the last year that I went to the Deer Park school.
00:07:04 Speaker 3
That's the
00:07:05 Speaker 3
That's an earlier one of the Deer Park School, my uncles and aunts were there.
00:07:09 Speaker 3
That's the tree that little kid got drowned off and the wife and I stand on that.
00:07:13 Speaker 3
It was our special tree.
00:07:15 Speaker 3
We'd dive and swim off it and the creek was a beauty.
00:07:18 Speaker 3
And the little kid walked down from the station, stood on it and fell to him.
00:07:21 Speaker 3
Bon Thomas come down and pulled the tree out.
00:07:24 Speaker 3
I said, As she falls off the Altona Pea, you're going to pull it down.
00:07:28 Speaker 3
And that's one of the old photos of the Deer Park School, one of the oldest that I've seen.
00:07:33 Speaker 3
And I spoke at a meeting, reciting poems and the kitties out there had never seen a swaggy swagman.
00:07:39 Speaker 3
They'd never heard of a swagman, so I got that done for them.
00:07:42 Speaker 3
And that's an eel that Lindsay and I caught in the creek one time and we put it in Foley's Well and it lived for 45 years.
00:07:50 Speaker 3
It's written on there how long it lived, the eel.
00:07:56 Speaker 3
These are things that they did to our Aboriginals when they say they didn't do any change.
00:08:01 Speaker 3
in the Northern Territory and chains, you can imagine a heap, hundred or something degrees and we got chains like that round in there.
00:08:08 Speaker 3
So we had a lot to be ashamed of in some of the things we did to them.
00:08:14 Speaker 3
Getting back to Dillard Park, Al Longman's got a lot of, she had about an hour or so from the replacement me and tape, so most of that will be on tape.
00:08:23 Speaker 3
But a couple of the things that I thought of while you were speaking was Elsie's mum and
00:08:30 Speaker 3
And Jill's grandma, Dear Park was...
00:08:33 Speaker 3
I did go have a dance about once in 12 months from when we were kids.
00:08:36 Speaker 3
I never went to them, my mum never went.
00:08:38 Speaker 3
She wouldn't have had time, I've gone up to seven kids.
00:08:41 Speaker 3
And there's one thing about, I counted up the number of O'Brians that went to that school and was over 50.
00:08:47 Speaker 3
There was 12 in my dad's family, 17 hours, and the descendants of all in, there's more than 50 children went to that state school.
00:08:57 Speaker 3
Sometimes they had parties of a night time.
00:08:59 Speaker 3
I remember having a party up at Dustin's at the railway station.
00:09:03 Speaker 3
He was the railway man and they had a party there one night and we'd party at different house.
00:09:09 Speaker 3
And I remember Dulcie's mum and Mrs Burnside reciting dogs.
00:09:14 Speaker 3
I can remember as a little kid I can remember.
00:09:16 Speaker 3
Dulcie's mum used to recite when father carved the duck.
00:09:20 Speaker 3
That's him remember.
00:09:21 Speaker 3
And Mrs Burnside recited the beauty, how I had been beginning.
00:09:26 Speaker 3
And this McGinney apparently had a girlfriend and this fella envied him because of the girlfriend, so the fella ends up taking the girl off McGinney and married her.
00:09:35 Speaker 3
But after a few years he could come and went on and McGinney
00:09:40 Speaker 3
oh how I had to be McGinty so then eventually McGinty died and this chap that married his girlfriend was standing at the grave and he said when I see think of McGinty lying there peacefully sleeping oh how I had to be McGinty and you're going to hear Mrs Burnside she'd bring the house down she was such a quiet gentle little woman you know the one thing that I'd like to talk about is that this area of tiger snakes
00:10:08 Speaker 3
I killed snakes from when I was 80 years of age, all of us kids, we'd go rabbit.
00:10:12 Speaker 3
Any snake we'd seen was an enemy, so it was dead.
00:10:14 Speaker 3
We'd kill it.
00:10:15 Speaker 3
No kid in my time or any person ever got bitten with a snake, except one.
00:10:20 Speaker 3
I've heard of this.
00:10:21 Speaker 3
Now Ozzie would be able to tell you more about this.
00:10:23 Speaker 3
I think his grandmother got bitten on her hand one time.
00:10:29 Speaker 3
Well, that's where we heard that she got in.
00:10:31 Speaker 3
I think Dulcie and Alec would have known of this.
00:10:33 Speaker 3
Alec used to grow up there a lot.
00:10:34 Speaker 3
And they said she went with snakes everywhere there.
00:10:37 Speaker 3
And especially in the springtime after the spring floods through.
00:10:42 Speaker 3
And I killed three tiger snakes on Ballarat Road for 20 years I lived there.
00:10:47 Speaker 3
I killed three over in the place where I'm living now.
00:10:50 Speaker 3
And I killed two on the walkway before they put their fridge in.
00:10:53 Speaker 3
Because if I see a snake where there's children and that, I'll kill them.
00:10:59 Speaker 3
I don't care, or horses or dogs, because they'll bite them.
00:11:03 Speaker 3
Anyhow, the worst one I got, my wife and I were in bed one Sunday and Lenny and Lorna were little with pigs and they're playing on the bed and you could hear this thing crawling in the ceiling.
00:11:16 Speaker 3
And my wife said, That's a rat up there.
00:11:17 Speaker 3
I said, No, it's not, it's a snake.
00:11:19 Speaker 3
because I heard snakes in thin corners crawling up and they've got this strange sound when they're crawling over things.
00:11:26 Speaker 3
I said, No, it's a snake.
00:11:27 Speaker 3
I don't know how long later it was, but nine o'clock one night I was sitting reading the Gordon Globe and went down the yard and when she came back she screamed out.
00:11:36 Speaker 3
She said, There's a snake crawling into the bathroom.
00:11:38 Speaker 3
Well, that bathroom was the old bath that you couldn't sit and slide along.
00:11:42 Speaker 3
It was one of those
00:11:45 Speaker 3
And I had a piece of canine, about an inch thick along the back of the bar.
00:11:50 Speaker 3
So lucky I had a fence shotgun here, 12 gauge shotgun, single shotgun, and I got the two card because then I said to me, Hold the torch.
00:11:59 Speaker 3
And I looked and I said, Well, this is a whopper.
00:12:01 Speaker 3
I've seen big snakes.
00:12:02 Speaker 3
That's the biggest one I've ever seen.
00:12:04 Speaker 3
And anyhow, I put a shot into it, and the little dog must have come to the back, so it wasn't...
00:12:10 Speaker 3
I put a second shot in and I blew a hole in the board, the back of the thing like that.
00:12:14 Speaker 3
The dog went up the street, yelp and must have got hit with a bit of a pallet or something.
00:12:18 Speaker 3
So I go out and I pull the snake out, and it was a five-foot tiger snake.
00:12:22 Speaker 3
I've never in my life seen a tiger snake that big.
00:12:26 Speaker 3
And Jimmy Salmon come in from next door, and Jimmy walked around the corner while I was measurable the ruler.
00:12:31 Speaker 3
And he said, Gee, he said, I heard the shot.
00:12:33 Speaker 3
He said, I thought you'd shot God.
00:12:34 Speaker 3
I said, Oh God, you were going to come with you.
00:12:38 Speaker 3
But that's the type of things that we have around the snakes in.
00:12:41 Speaker 3
And the worst time to have a snake is just on dust when the sun goes down.
00:12:46 Speaker 3
We'd be swimming in the Vurnside swimming hole, and then come on dusk and we'd be in the mood, we'd never have any.
00:12:53 Speaker 3
that's kids we didn't bother you know and someone was screaming out look at a snake and across the top of the water come this tiger snake.
00:13:00 Speaker 3
Well you grabbed anyone's clothes and shoes and right off the top it got dressed because once you lost sight of a snake you never went looking for it.
00:13:08 Speaker 3
But that's how dear your night was.
00:13:09 Speaker 3
It was really a snaky place.
00:13:12 Speaker 3
But most of the other things I think people have covered it and Ellie could probably have some water say anyhow if you've got any questions
00:13:23 Speaker 3
By the way, you mentioned Heskers, Albert.
00:13:26 Speaker 3
Heskers, did they not own that property in the finish?
00:13:29 Speaker 3
That must have just worked on it.
00:13:32 Speaker 3
It was old Heskers and his two daughters.
00:13:36 Speaker 3
And we used to go up there putting the fires out.
00:13:39 Speaker 3
And Dulcie's dad was a really good fire brigade.
00:13:42 Speaker 3
He'd be on his own putting a fire there.
00:13:44 Speaker 3
I remember one time in Burnside Reserve got on fire and I went up there and there's Andy on his own melting a fire out.
00:13:51 Speaker 3
He did a good job for him.
00:13:53 Speaker 4
Yes, our citizen.
00:13:58 Speaker 1
Mrs.
00:13:59 Speaker 1
Hedford was the one that gave my grandfather to do him to be a child then.
00:14:05 Speaker 1
When she died at this given to James Benson.
00:14:09 Speaker 3
When Jules' granddad was...
00:14:11 Speaker 3
dipping the sheep where's you up there as kids and helping and they'd have a booklet like that on an angle and the sheep dip was about that wide just for sheep and he's about to hear you people where you're sitting and Jill's dad used to have a thin there and as the sheep fell into the dip they had a cloth down in the front so the sheep went through the cloth and fell in and as it swam out he would push it under to make sure that the sheep dip got right through it
00:14:38 Speaker 3
And I can remember the kids, Lionel Richardson, there were three brothers of Richardson's and Lionel fell in and your father almost got to push him under the bake store, he got tipped but he cried and he swam out and we took him down and put him in the creek and wilderness but going home, you could smell it all the way home.
00:14:55 Speaker 1
Is that because I think don't use that?
00:14:57 Speaker 3
Yes, I know.
00:14:57 Speaker 3
No wonder we never got lice in anything.
00:15:00 Speaker 3
We used to swim in the creek after the ship was run out.
00:15:05 Speaker 3
Seriously, the worst thing that could have happened years later
00:15:08 Speaker 3
One of these ridges and the eldest one rang me up, he'd seen why I'd won a bike race and he rang me up and got caught and I asked him where Jack was.
00:15:16 Speaker 3
He said, Oh, Jack died an alcoholic.
00:15:18 Speaker 3
Jack was my age.
00:15:19 Speaker 3
I said, What about Lionel?
00:15:20 Speaker 3
And this was the young problem to tell in the sheep.
00:15:23 Speaker 3
He said, The Japanese beheaded him on Ambog.
00:15:27 Speaker 3
He was really a shock to us because a little freakin' facekick, you're talking to him, a little freakin' facekick to think he'd lose his life like that.
00:15:39 Speaker 4
You had to push that head over there, otherwise the tick would come up to the top.
00:15:50 Speaker 3
There were horrible things, these ticks.
00:15:51 Speaker 3
They were like a miniature spider, real small, but the back of them was like a shell.
00:15:57 Speaker 3
You know, you had as hard as possible.
00:16:00 Speaker 3
They were all those terrible things.
00:16:01 Speaker 3
They could only when we were pushing the sheet and they'd went in and put them on our legs.
00:16:05 Speaker 3
They didn't bore us on that neck.
00:16:07 Speaker 4
They'd drill a hole in there.
00:16:11 Speaker 3
Would they?
00:16:11 Speaker 3
They never got torn.
00:16:12 Speaker 4
They'd wait for while I drill them too.
00:16:19 Speaker 2
Better watch out for the snakes again now this year, will it?
00:16:20 Speaker 2
No.
00:16:22 Speaker 2
I killed my neck for that.
00:16:23 Speaker 2
Which is highly alleging, you know.
00:16:25 Speaker 2
No, he was coming at me right.
00:16:30 Speaker 3
Well, you never told about that snake boy when your grandma was.
00:16:34 Speaker 3
Yeah well they told us that what happened as you know that was a rocky place with rocks and that everywhere and an old well sort of a thing there was bamboo growing around it and they said she went to reach up on the shelf to get the tree or something and this snake was in between the bluestone with the bluestone home and bit her on the hand and I can remember that when I first told her there and I was waiting for you to tell her today.
00:17:03 Speaker 1
Well, you told me when I was at the TOB about a great big eel that was in one of your dams.
00:17:09 Speaker 1
Which was?
00:17:10 Speaker 3
What?
00:17:11 Speaker 1
An eel.
00:17:11 Speaker 1
A great big eel in one of your dams.
00:17:15 Speaker 3
There's a photo of that eel there.
00:17:16 Speaker 3
There's a photo of it there.
00:17:18 Speaker 2
In a well.
00:17:20 Speaker 1
In a well.
00:17:21 Speaker 3
In a well.
00:17:21 Speaker 3
We put it down Foley's well.
00:17:24 Speaker 1
Right.
00:17:24 Speaker 1
Now, the well that was in the front paddock of the Lady G ranch in Robertsons Road
00:17:31 Speaker 1
My husband went down there out of curiosity with the rope about 20 years ago and he got to the bottom and he saw 14 of the most huge, huge pirate snakes with a body the size of a man's forearm, 14 of them, all at the bottom of this well.
00:17:50 Speaker 3
What were they doing?
00:17:52 Speaker 1
He said he never said he didn't think that he could climb up again so quickly and he lit a stick
00:17:59 Speaker 1
I threw it down there.
00:18:01 Speaker 1
I put petrolum or petrolum diesel down in the well because it had dried up.
00:18:06 Speaker 1
It was only a seepage well and the water table had lowered.
00:18:11 Speaker 1
And when the oxygen was the stick went out, when the oxygen was all very tough, and I'd imagine that the flames and the lack of oxygen would have killed the snake's teeth.
00:18:23 Speaker 1
But they do grow, there's people in the man's fluorine.
00:18:29 Speaker 3
And that's just a story about...
00:18:32 Speaker 3
I'm trying to work it out.
00:18:35 Speaker 3
I said, I'll be 25 years old.
00:18:37 Speaker 3
And he said, I'll turn it up.
00:18:39 Speaker 3
I said, look, I'll fetch you $50.
00:18:40 Speaker 3
It's at least 25 years old.
00:18:43 Speaker 3
So I got down the well, we pumped the water out of it.
00:18:47 Speaker 3
I got down the well and it was two feet of mud at the bottom of it.
00:18:50 Speaker 3
So I got a bag and I got the eel out and put it up in the seat there.
00:18:53 Speaker 3
I hosed it down and I took it home and put it in a 44 gallon drum.
00:18:57 Speaker 3
And when I got up the next corner I was dead and they said the change of water had killed it.
00:19:01 Speaker 3
So they said keep it in the fridge and we'll come out and get it.
00:19:04 Speaker 3
So I did that and they came out and that's how I got that letter off and that's how old it was.
00:19:11 Speaker 3
There's another photograph there while I was on the snakes.
00:19:17 Speaker 3
I saw the snake moving on the gravel and I looked there's a billiard hand in front of it.
00:19:22 Speaker 3
So I got off the bike and I looked and what had happened I got a tent in the beer can apparently to drink liquid and they can't back out.
00:19:31 Speaker 3
And I thought now what am I going to do?
00:19:32 Speaker 3
I didn't want to kill it really because I don't want to kill a snake out here but I thought well what can I do?
00:19:37 Speaker 3
I'm not going to take the risk of getting it out and getting bit and I'm not going to leave it, it's going to die.
00:19:41 Speaker 3
So I crushed the lid, crushed the beer can and I brought it out and put it in the fridge.
00:19:47 Speaker 3
I was going to a bike he's turn out
00:19:49 Speaker 3
in the next week and the boxers turn out the week after so I was going to have some fun with this and I put it there in a plastic bag and I got on under the table with me sitting with a boxer and his wife and I said well don't put your foot on me snake and she sprang out and sent her the wife.
00:20:05 Speaker 3
So anyway they said well he's got something so I got up on the stage and I pulled it out of the bag.
00:20:10 Speaker 3
I said look I didn't listen if you drink you're an idiot.
00:20:21 Speaker 2
Well, let's show you how times change things.
00:20:23 Speaker 2
It's hardly illegal to kill a spike anywhere in the...
00:20:27 Speaker 2
Well, I was just thinking 50 drawings would just spill up.
00:20:36 Speaker 2
I can remember that.
00:20:36 Speaker 2
I won't just say anything about who it was, but if you hit one little, hit my little brother, you know, there's a tale I can tell you about that, that's on the football tour, but Malik knows something about that.
00:20:48 Speaker 2
Fancy if you deliver 50 of them at capital.
00:20:53 Speaker 2
Anybody else like a contribution at all?
00:20:57 Speaker 2
One thing I did, what occurred to me, that you mentioned the fire brigade, and this is of course,
00:21:02 Speaker 2
being the open plain of the subject of grass fires and you're right alongside an explosive factory.
00:21:07 Speaker 2
Now there must have been some sort of concern or certainly the grass fires would be a regular appearance here and yet the right was part of an explosive factory.
00:21:20 Speaker 2
Now, with any special proportions of patrons, does anybody know about that?
00:21:24 Speaker 2
Just hope for the best.
00:21:27 Speaker 2
What do you reckon, Molly?
00:21:28 Speaker 2
Did you know about that?
00:21:30 Speaker 2
Pardon?
00:21:31 Speaker 2
I'm saying this area is in the old days the subject of grass fires because there's a lot of grass.
00:21:35 Speaker 3
There's no bushfires.
00:21:37 Speaker 2
No grass fires, but right alongside an explosive factory.
00:21:40 Speaker 2
That doesn't seem a good mixture to me.
00:21:42 Speaker 2
The fire brigade must have somehow kept the fires away from the explosive.
00:21:47 Speaker 3
Well, look, the tattoo just got caught now.
00:21:49 Speaker 3
It's been a bushfire.
00:21:51 Speaker 3
They'll be built, salary folding on this.
00:21:53 Speaker 3
The train had come up the Springy Burke Express.
00:21:56 Speaker 3
It was a three-part train that thought of ammunition and leather top workers up.
00:22:01 Speaker 3
And in a north wind day, nearly every year, when you've got a howling north wind and a red-odd day, the sparks in that plane set Hefstestatic afire.
00:22:11 Speaker 3
But lucky, it always went with the north wind and it burnt down the boundary road.
00:22:15 Speaker 3
And we went up there as 12-year-old kids.
00:22:17 Speaker 3
I went up there as a cannabist.
00:22:19 Speaker 3
and we'd have a brand bag, take it up wet by the time you beat it and you might have six people this side of the fire and six that side, you had to fold it down and you would beat the flames in but it got that hot, if the grass was that high, it got that hot that one leading would be all the heat so you had to drop back to the back, you know, rotate and we'd do that all the way down and Mr Hesterton and the two girls had come out with salt drinking, two women and they came out
00:22:47 Speaker 3
soft drink and drink and that boy would help them put the fire out and save the sheep.
00:22:52 Speaker 3
But the reason was, I've got an idea, Nobel's had a fire regrade anyway, they had a volunteer people, their own people in the finish, but I can't ever remember that being in danger because the fire would have had to start this side of the road and you know, someone would have a nose.
00:23:10 Speaker 1
Excuse me, that's how it's a tree, all those trees weren't there.
00:23:16 Speaker 1
because I was born in 1923 and the reason why all those trees, they worked there natural.
00:23:23 Speaker 1
They put their wall in there because if it did blow up, the trees were sort of a protection.
00:23:31 Speaker 1
I can remember something because my dad worked there and that's the idea why there were so many trees there.
00:23:37 Speaker 1
The trees weren't naturally there.
00:23:39 Speaker 1
They were planted there in the furthness of the blow-ups.
00:23:43 Speaker 1
Can you remember that?
00:23:44 Speaker 3
Yeah, but in my time I was never...
00:23:46 Speaker 3
I can't never remember any danger at all in my...
00:23:50 Speaker 3
grass by worrying and exposure, exactly.
00:23:52 Speaker 5
Because they had big breaks inside the fence for one thing.
00:23:55 Speaker 5
Yeah.
00:23:56 Speaker 5
The big fire breaks for one thing.
00:23:58 Speaker 3
Yeah, that's right.
00:23:59 Speaker 2
These are our fire breaks, yeah.
00:24:00 Speaker 2
Oh, I did hear all of them.
00:24:02 Speaker 2
Well, Mary's right that the...
00:24:03 Speaker 2
The treatment plant is most of the trees, of course, in this area are sugar gums, which are made into South Australia, not the other Victoria.
00:24:12 Speaker 2
You know, I planted it in my dig in up to Malcolm or so on.
00:24:15 Speaker 2
That's true.
00:24:17 Speaker 2
Any other contributions?
00:24:19 Speaker 1
I don't know whether people remember when there was only one ridge crossed down here, but there was a concept hut that blocked the street and cleaned it in Alvord.
00:24:28 Speaker 1
He bought it from my brother, actually, and my brother would have been for all those sort of things.
00:24:33 Speaker 1
And they were shifting the Cromsgate hub to make the church up in the Chanel, and it got stuck in the bridge and.
00:24:45 Speaker 2
Stopped all the traffic to cut that down in the road.
00:24:48 Speaker 2
I'd already been down for three o'clock in Maymore and cut the top off the corner post so I didn't have to get that extra money.
00:24:59 Speaker 2
Well, all the old timers of Deer Park may have seen enormous changes, particularly in traffic, and what's happened in the last few years is just amazing.
00:25:07 Speaker 2
By looking in Sands and McDougall's 1926 by then only last week, and I counted up, there were 51 names in the park in 1926, and some of us were around in 1926, that was not long ago, and there are only 51 names in the whole Deer Park in the
00:25:26 Speaker 2
As family, it's not just individuals, but it's family.
00:25:30 Speaker 2
It's just a hamlet in a sense.
00:25:33 Speaker 2
That's the amount of traffic that we've got here every night at five o'clock, it's just unbelievable.
00:25:39 Speaker 2
Anyone else like that?
00:25:42 Speaker 5
You've heard enough of that around, I'm not going to talk about them.
00:25:49 Speaker 5
I hate to mention yourself a few times to, you know,
00:25:53 Speaker 5
remind me of the little stories I've got.
00:25:55 Speaker 5
Firstly, a bit about the Deerbark stool.
00:26:00 Speaker 5
There's a question of , he's in the photo there, his wife and his daughter taught there.
00:26:04 Speaker 5
And I don't know, people know this, but we've always had in between the stool and the first house, which is station note, every year, during the year they grow vegetables, and every year they took out prizes to all another show.
00:26:22 Speaker 5
every year, you know?
00:26:24 Speaker 5
And that's one of the main things I thought I'd remember as a kid.
00:26:29 Speaker 5
And the swimming pool part of it.
00:26:31 Speaker 5
We used to, at lunchtime, nick off down to just below the cleaning pier.
00:26:38 Speaker 5
That was one of our pools besides the main one up there.
00:26:41 Speaker 5
We never had time to go up and turn inside and we'd get back in time.
00:26:45 Speaker 5
We'd go down here and we'd try and get back in time before lunchtime was over and sometimes we'd come late.
00:26:51 Speaker 5
And there was a little stone wall along the spill there, except like it used to be a lane there.
00:26:57 Speaker 5
And we'd peep over the wall and we'd say, Geez, you've all gone in.
00:27:01 Speaker 5
We're late.
00:27:01 Speaker 5
And that was one of the fears we had as kids.
00:27:05 Speaker 5
And the other thing I remember greatly was the strap that Mr.
00:27:10 Speaker 5
McKernan had.
00:27:11 Speaker 5
Now he is, I wish the young ones were listening to those.
00:27:14 Speaker 5
The strap that Mr.
00:27:15 Speaker 5
McKernan had, he had a handle on it that much longer to keep walking.
00:27:22 Speaker 5
When you swing and hit you, if you try to be smart and drop your hand a little bit and then it's like, you come up underneath, get your hand up.
00:27:31 Speaker 5
That's one thing, you know, and they talk about the school today, like it meant they've taken away the discipline and made it hard for my three of the family that are teachers, I'll have to mention that.
00:27:46 Speaker 5
And if you put back to the snakes a while ago, old Rudy Gaff
00:27:51 Speaker 5
a few years back, the trotted man, he did got the road there, you know where that is, and he killed one was crawling on the pelmet inside the house on the window, he killed one there, and at the back of his place, we went wrapping one night, and I had a clean rifle, which I find hard, I must have flipped at this time, and I fired this big snake up in the paddock, and it crawled away, and I thought, well I've missed it.
00:28:16 Speaker 5
And I think we went back, a couple of nine slate that shooting canes, and I lifted up this
00:28:21 Speaker 5
long leaves of corrugated iron, and there's the big tiger snake lining up the corrugation pit.
00:28:27 Speaker 5
And it was that thick.
00:28:29 Speaker 5
It was that thick.
00:28:30 Speaker 5
Just a little bit about the snakes.
00:28:32 Speaker 5
And just talking about the grass fly, I wouldn't mind a penny for every, a penny too, for every grass fly that we went to as kids, putting out the grass fly with leavers and bags and
00:28:45 Speaker 5
They were that bad, the grass fire, people aren't realised how serious the grass fire could be, I know bushfires.
00:28:51 Speaker 5
Even the grass fire, the grass there wouldn't look any higher than that carpet to look at, and yet it would still burn, you know, and you still had to put it down.
00:29:02 Speaker 1
Could I say something?
00:29:03 Speaker 1
Yes.
00:29:03 Speaker 1
George Gouthi lived on Station Road, and he had horses.
00:29:07 Speaker 5
Station Road, he lived on Pallet Road.
00:29:10 Speaker 5
Pallet Road, up opposite...
00:29:11 Speaker 1
But one of the gaps, they had a lot of...
00:29:13 Speaker 1
Lot of horses and they used to take them around for the kids to the parties and that.
00:29:17 Speaker 1
Did you know that one?
00:29:18 Speaker 4
No, that was Ferry Government.
00:29:20 Speaker 1
Who was that?
00:29:21 Speaker 1
Ferry Government, yes.
00:29:24 Speaker 1
The Government?
00:29:24 Speaker 1
Government.
00:29:25 Speaker 1
That's right.
00:29:26 Speaker 1
My brother-in-law, Doug O.
00:29:27 Speaker 1
Newman, used to come down there because they both, he bred horses in the Second World War.
00:29:34 Speaker 1
And he used to take their kids, you know, around for parties and everything.
00:29:40 Speaker 1
He had horses, that's right.
00:29:43 Speaker 1
Pony, you had these little ponies.
00:29:45 Speaker 1
We lived on Station Road, didn't we?
00:29:47 Speaker 2
Yeah.
00:29:47 Speaker 2
Just past the hall, you know where the hall is.
00:29:51 Speaker 1
That's right, yeah.
00:29:52 Speaker 1
Just past there.
00:29:53 Speaker 1
Well, he lived there for years and years and years and he used to have ponies and he used to take this little pony out for kids' parties and...
00:30:02 Speaker 1
Can you remember that?
00:30:02 Speaker 2
He used to be around Christmas.
00:30:05 Speaker 1
That's right, yeah.
00:30:05 Speaker 1
Back to his breakup.
00:30:07 Speaker 3
Uh-huh, yeah.
00:30:10 Speaker 1
What was his name?
00:30:11 Speaker 2
Clurrie Govan.
00:30:12 Speaker 1
Oh, yeah, Clurrie Govan.
00:30:15 Speaker 5
In the school days, my mum sent me the sunshine text.
00:30:18 Speaker 5
She's the only one she sent there, and I go...
00:30:28 Speaker 4
Sorry.
00:30:29 Speaker 5
I'll be right.
00:30:35 Speaker 1
She wanted me to come.
00:30:39 Speaker 5
I went a couple of years and I met my junior certificate and I missed out on my subject.
00:30:43 Speaker 5
Solid geometry.
00:30:44 Speaker 5
I didn't like it.
00:30:45 Speaker 5
I didn't go back the next year.
00:30:47 Speaker 5
I'm really sorry for not.
00:30:51 Speaker 5
I used to catch the motor train to Tracasmarsh.
00:30:54 Speaker 5
I moved from where we lived, carried the glass and bags like the labs at the tech, I went in those days.
00:31:03 Speaker 5
Walk up to the station every morning, catch the train, and do the tech.
00:31:09 Speaker 5
And I've got vivid memories that we won the first and only premiership at Sochel and Tech ever.
00:31:14 Speaker 5
I had the favorite to bring when I was open to my daughter.
00:31:19 Speaker 5
And I left school and went to Massey Gregison's about 16 and a bit.
00:31:27 Speaker 5
And I stood all day, I stood on the furnace all day, putting 12 rods in the furnace.
00:31:36 Speaker 5
I took them out one by one and give to my friend the long stabbed the head of the bolt in the machines.
00:31:42 Speaker 5
And I stood there all day on a furnace at the age of 16 and a bit.
00:31:46 Speaker 5
How many young ones would do that today?
00:31:48 Speaker 5
They'd look at and run.
00:31:51 Speaker 5
I'm trying to get back to DFR as much as I can too, but I've been looking it a little bit there.
00:31:58 Speaker 5
I've been this a lot.
00:32:02 Speaker 5
The school is what I remember mostly.
00:32:04 Speaker 5
I can remember the explosion that day, at one particular day, being at school like you had mentioned before.
00:32:12 Speaker 5
And even at school, the teacher, if you were talking, one particular teacher would come up behind you with a pencil and shab you in the back of the head.
00:32:22 Speaker 5
And the other one was he'd hit you on the knuckles with the ruler.
00:32:27 Speaker 5
Now wouldn't he go well delayed here, wouldn't they sue him in a home?
00:32:30 Speaker 5
And now the people who pay a better treatment of, you know, some of the kids get, but they don't have well off, they don't...
00:32:39 Speaker 5
in that respect.
00:32:43 Speaker 5
I'm trying to think I have to tell you...
00:32:45 Speaker 3
We didn't hate the teacher anyhow.
00:32:48 Speaker 5
No, we treated him a little bit actually.
00:32:50 Speaker 5
I remember one school boy, a fat boy, Pop Brown, he got to be a pedestal to live.
00:32:57 Speaker 5
And they tried to pull him.
00:32:59 Speaker 5
The teacher, the partner would come out to get the cuts, and he wouldn't come out.
00:33:03 Speaker 5
And the old teacher went there to pull him out, and he couldn't move him.
00:33:09 Speaker 5
He couldn't get him out.
00:33:14 Speaker 5
But school was lovely, though.
00:33:16 Speaker 5
We didn't have any trouble at all.
00:33:19 Speaker 5
We didn't feel that, but we respect them, you know, what they said went, you know.
00:33:27 Speaker 5
And even the Sunshine Tech.
00:33:31 Speaker 5
I'm going to talk a little bit about the school, if I may.
00:33:34 Speaker 5
Sunshine Tech, he will know this chap, Williamson, he was the principal there.
00:33:38 Speaker 5
I was out to what they call a quadrangle, just scuppy with my mate, that was all I was doing.
00:33:46 Speaker 5
He came out, he said, Come here.
00:33:48 Speaker 5
And the other kid ran around the corner, best footballer in the school, he knew he was and let him go.
00:33:53 Speaker 5
He called me.
00:33:55 Speaker 5
He gave me six, three on each hand on a cold and frosty morning.
00:33:58 Speaker 5
And when I got the first one, the hands went numb.
00:34:02 Speaker 5
But after, when they start to come to, I had an unreal of the pain, you know.
00:34:06 Speaker 5
And all I was doing was scuffle.
00:34:09 Speaker 5
The other little incident, I thought about school days if you don't mind, the station master's lab, he went to the Sunshine Tap.
00:34:18 Speaker 5
When I went, the initiation was head under the tap, right?
00:34:22 Speaker 5
That's initiation.
00:34:24 Speaker 5
This lad from the depot station master's lab, he came this morning and I witnessed this, my two friends had a hold of him.
00:34:33 Speaker 5
And I tagged along watching them laughing, they put his head under the tap.
00:34:37 Speaker 5
I don't know whether someone went to teach or leave him, but old Marnie Carr was in the machine shop, he took out the machine shop, part of it.
00:34:46 Speaker 5
He had this belt, belt, machine belt, impressed with that.
00:34:51 Speaker 5
And the three of us, including me,
00:34:53 Speaker 5
I never took part in our own watch.
00:34:55 Speaker 5
And he made us stand up, and we had long blade suits those days, and the coats come here fairly low, you know.
00:35:01 Speaker 5
He said, Pull your coat up, pull your coat up, and we'll leave the coat here down.
00:35:07 Speaker 5
And he gave us an oat over the tail, you know.
00:35:10 Speaker 5
Well, I regret it because I didn't take part in the incident.
00:35:14 Speaker 5
That's what we got.
00:35:16 Speaker 4
You know, everything wrong, and we've.
00:35:17 Speaker 5
Got those, that sort of treatment, you know.
00:35:22 Speaker 2
I didn't know what you're talking about.
00:35:25 Speaker 2
No wonder he's been good ever since then.
00:35:26 Speaker 2
It's illegal practices because it's highly illegal.
00:35:32 Speaker 2
But I remember getting six off Blanchard too, and I wasn't only talking.
00:35:35 Speaker 2
I didn't get it because I walked down.
00:35:38 Speaker 2
I'll run after me, Mum.
00:35:40 Speaker 2
Anyway, it's totally illegal today, as it should be.
00:35:43 Speaker 2
And Alec played in the same football term as I did in the same time, and I remember such
00:35:51 Speaker 2
that was involving Wally, but we won't talk about that, will we?
00:35:57 Speaker 2
But it's true that Ellis would be the year after me, he had some sort of tanker.
00:36:04 Speaker 2
They did win the premiership, and that was the first premiership they won.
00:36:07 Speaker 2
But I played in a match in which we beat Futgrave Tech on the Futgrave ground, and it was the first match they'd won in 17 years.
00:36:15 Speaker 2
And that was, see, we paved the way for you to win it for next year.
00:36:19 Speaker 2
That's right.
00:36:21 Speaker 2
What else would like to say?
00:36:22 Speaker 2
So I think it's not when we're getting into our own town.
00:36:25 Speaker 1
Do you need to keep kangaroos as pets?
00:36:27 Speaker 1
Because Bill had told me that they had kangaroos pets as a pet and they had a well beside the old Burnside home and one day this kangaroo mysteriously was there no longer and the well was
00:36:44 Speaker 1
stealed over and eventually the car went down over it, going into the driveway.
00:36:51 Speaker 1
Years later and they opened it.
00:36:55 Speaker 1
And they found this kangaroo scalping down there.
00:36:58 Speaker 1
That's a beautiful one.
00:37:00 Speaker 3
There's no doubt they flew here because I was up a bit in the US about a year ago and one kangaroo jumped through his paddock about three years ago.
00:37:09 Speaker 3
Also, people said that, I've heard people, migrants come here said they've seen
00:37:14 Speaker 3
Well, I'd never have seen a deer in my life here when I was five or six years old.
00:37:20 Speaker 2
You ever heard of me?
00:37:24 Speaker 3
No, no.
00:37:25 Speaker 3
No, I finished.
00:37:26 Speaker 3
But no deer.
00:37:27 Speaker 3
There was no never seen a deer in your life.
00:37:36 Speaker 3
No, no.
00:37:37 Speaker 3
Do you remember?
00:37:39 Speaker 3
and I grabbed it by the tail and I told you to get the dog out.
00:37:45 Speaker 3
I was 12 years of age and I saw a kid and I tried to pull that snake out of the wall and I couldn't so I put my foot up on the wall and laid back and all I could feel it was treated.
00:37:59 Speaker 3
If it got me out of rock and there's no way in a will I reckon I would have pulled it in half before I could pull it out.
00:38:04 Speaker 3
Let me just look it out of it, come out.
00:38:08 Speaker 1
The wetlands, it carolized greens with all the snakes that are around here.
00:38:14 Speaker 2
Oh, they'll be part of it.
00:38:15 Speaker 2
That's part of the economy.
00:38:17 Speaker 2
Albert would like to just say a word about Deer Park.
00:38:21 Speaker 2
Deer Park, Deer Park, if you don't know.
00:38:27 Speaker 4
Up here this side of gentlemen, they had the deer enclosure.
00:38:33 Speaker 4
And this was to make sport for the flyers, you know, they received.
00:38:43 Speaker 4
And I would say, they got all this gear from over in New Zealand, they went later there.
00:38:53 Speaker 4
And they were shipped there.
00:38:56 Speaker 4
And they used to round them up on the weekend and
00:39:02 Speaker 4
But the fence they had up around it was an eight or nine foot pile of the fence.
00:39:07 Speaker 4
They put in a post, they drilled two holes, and chopped the middle out, and they chopped the two posts in like that, and that was the fence.
00:39:18 Speaker 4
And I don't know how large it was anything like that, but the depression come in 1930, and when the
00:39:30 Speaker 4
Well, I don't know whether they finished it with a deer or not, but anyway, this fence started before the vets and there was rails laying everywhere, what I remember, and people used to come along in the night time or any time to get the fire with because in those days, things were bad.
00:39:51 Speaker 4
You only got three pounds to keep a wife and two children in the depression days.
00:40:00 Speaker 4
And that was the goal.
00:40:02 Speaker 4
So I mean, they had to go and get something to live and not live on Rabbits, but we don't have Rabbits today as I say I guess.
00:40:11 Speaker 4
A lot of them would be able to go and get Rabbits, so look out partners here and lose a sheep.
00:40:16 Speaker 4
And then the council, so as to help them, they locked all the trees along down the road and gave them free firewoods.
00:40:29 Speaker 4
Anyway, that was the story of the deer.
00:40:34 Speaker 4
It's not a very big story on that, but they were kept there for that purpose.
00:40:40 Speaker 4
And there was a caretaker there.
00:40:44 Speaker 4
The building was on the corner of Station Road and Anderson Road.
00:40:50 Speaker 4
Well, in my map, I had here of Anderson Road, but it was there in it.
00:40:59 Speaker 4
Some of the others I've seen are new boundaries, a little down there something other than that.
00:41:05 Speaker 4
But anyway, just for Anderson Road, the caretaker was in that house there and it was removed after the war.
00:41:14 Speaker 4
Anyone remember Bill Roberts?
00:41:18 Speaker 4
You used to drive the old kind of truck there?
00:41:21 Speaker 4
Yeah, yeah, yeah.
00:41:24 Speaker 4
But he bought that.
00:41:27 Speaker 4
and Foley Place and two or three others.
00:41:32 Speaker 4
We built three houses on Station Road.
00:41:37 Speaker 1
Foley's a family here park too, weren't they?
00:41:41 Speaker 1
Foley's.
00:41:41 Speaker 1
One still lives here.
00:41:42 Speaker 1
Just over the...
00:41:43 Speaker 4
Just take it that side.
00:41:46 Speaker 4
Between the roadway and...
00:41:49 Speaker 4
Yeah.
00:41:49 Speaker 4
Between the roadway and...
00:41:51 Speaker 2
The house is down on Station Road there.
00:41:53 Speaker 4
Yeah, this one.
00:41:55 Speaker 2
Mr.
00:41:55 Speaker 2
Lloyd is Bolivia.
00:41:57 Speaker 5
And the other house that was near Barry's house is the house on the corner the dentist's got here.
00:42:03 Speaker 5
Barry and Foley's house over near the.
00:42:08 Speaker 2
Paddock across the lower line.
00:42:10 Speaker 5
Yeah.
00:42:10 Speaker 5
And that moved Barry's house.
00:42:11 Speaker 5
And that's the dentist's house on the corner.
00:42:14 Speaker 4
Barry's house was not from the old catholic place.
00:42:18 Speaker 3
That place in my old fence was 8 to 10 three coy and as it was a cheerio, the fire drowned out.
00:42:25 Speaker 3
The train said the light of the fires went out.
00:42:28 Speaker 3
And this place here, that's how it's got its name, the Hunt Club Hotel.
00:42:31 Speaker 3
They used to gather here.
00:42:32 Speaker 3
In my day, I remember there was a kid coming down there.
00:42:36 Speaker 3
It was too old school, we had to be running in the backyard.
00:42:42 Speaker 2
When we were going to school, we had concerts and there was the other side of the hotel.
00:42:52 Speaker 2
I suppose you all knew that.
00:42:56 Speaker 2
The hotel.
00:42:56 Speaker 2
And I think of that so I've got to go down to...
00:43:01 Speaker 2
or one of those...
00:43:09 Speaker 2
The university was opposite things.
00:43:14 Speaker 2
A lot of people don't realise it.
00:43:16 Speaker 2
Shire of Roebuck actually met just opposite the hotel, in which we've got so near that building.
00:43:23 Speaker 2
And I was talking to a lady who was a councillor of the City of Sunshine and representative park and she never knew that the minister of office was there until they got here on the sunshine.
00:43:34 Speaker 2
I can remember that.
00:43:38 Speaker 2
It was disused about 1921 or 22, but the hall remained there for some years after.
00:43:43 Speaker 2
And there was a stop
00:43:46 Speaker 2
We're the Chinese restaurants now in here as well.
00:43:50 Speaker 2
I've got the photo of the shop that got burnt down.
00:43:55 Speaker 2
And also the corner shop with Diggins had right on the corner there.
00:44:01 Speaker 2
That was burned.
00:44:02 Speaker 3
That was burned as far as governor on it.
00:44:06 Speaker 3
Oh, a long time.
00:44:07 Speaker 3
Diggins had...
00:44:09 Speaker 3
But stools got burned down.
00:44:11 Speaker 3
Don't you speak in that news?
00:44:14 Speaker 3
Oh, so well.
00:44:15 Speaker 3
They should've come out of there before we should.
00:44:18 Speaker 2
Go to Deer Park.
00:44:19 Speaker 2
Yeah.
00:44:19 Speaker 2
There is a talk about Deer Park history, there's going to be a leaking on the 26th of October at the Deer Park Club, and it's being arranged privately, but it's more for people who grew up in the 1950s, and it's more to do with the estate over there.
00:44:36 Speaker 2
But if you tell other people, Deer Park people, that that's going to be over at the Club Hill on
00:44:43 Speaker 2
Sunday the 26th of October.
00:44:45 Speaker 2
It's a sort of a reunion day for people in the 1950s.
00:44:50 Speaker 2
I think that we'd better think of our afternoon cleaner.
00:44:54 Speaker 2
It could go on and on.
00:44:56 Speaker 2
I don't think it would stop.
00:44:58 Speaker 2
Some of the progress we'll have to sometime.
00:45:01 Speaker 2
I'd just like to say that all the photographs and the documents, if we haven't already got copies in historical design, we would really love to have them.
00:45:12 Speaker 2
We must have photocopies of everything that's been produced today.
00:45:16 Speaker 2
And if it gets into the archives of the Historical Society, we hope that that's a way of preserving it for other generations to come.




