annual report

JULY 2023 -
JUNE 2024
Melbourne’s

Living Museum
of the West

documenting and preserving the stories and the
images of the people and places of Melbourne’s

west since 1984

ACTIVITIES OF ANCECOMUSEUM-. < tingMiseun



The Living Museum of the West
Visitor Centre is situated on

the unceded sovereign land of the

Wourundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.

We also work on the unceded lands of
the Boonwurrung and the Wathaurung

people of the Kulin Nation.

We recognise their continuing
connection to land, sea and
community, and pay our respects

to their Elders, past and present.
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@ livingmuseumwest

The Museum supported an educational ‘Yes Referendum’ initia-
tive by the Quang Minh Temple, providing an environmental
display, indigenous plants and a talk to delegates at the launch
of new signage supported by the Korean Government. Pictured
L- R: Auntie Colleen Marion, Federal MP Daniel Mulino, and the
Venerable Thich Phuoc Tan OAM.

About Us

Melbourne’s Living Museum of the West was established in 1984 to document and
tell the stories of the peoples and places of Melbourne’s west. Melbourne’s west is
one of the most multiculturally diverse regions in Australia, with a rich and var-
ied history. The Living Museum Visitor Centre is normally located in Pipemakers
Park, but is currently at Maribyrnong Library.

The Living Musuem prides itself on being an inclusive ecomuseum. The term
‘ecomuseum’ was developed by the International Council of Museums in the early
1970s. It is a term used to describe a museum with a primary concern of under-
standing the identity of a place and its people, their heritage, and their future. It
seeks participation from the community to form its collection and program to
serve their ongoing needs.

“An ecomuseum [...] is foremost a community and an objective: the de-
velopment of that community.” Hugues de Varine, Director of the Inter-
national Council of Museums (ICOM) 1964 to 1974

Our living ecomuseum is dedicated to celebrating the rich and varied history of
the west, as well as the cultural and environmental stories and traditions, and the
artistic expressions of its inhabitants, including First Nations communities, who
have maintained a connection to the land for over 65,000 years. We create a vibrant
place where the rich tapestry of our community is honoured through collection
curation, our socio-cultural and artistic program, storytelling and performance.

By collaborating with local artists, community members, and cultural
organisations, we ensure the authenticity and inclusivity of our exhibits and
events. We are guided by a commitment to sustainability, and strive to be a
model of environmental stewardship, allowing us to contribute to the vibrant and
sustainable future of Melbourne’s west.



Pictured (left to riight), front row, Museum member Elizabeth
Drosz and Committee members, Melba Marginson and Joan
Spiller attending the ‘Volcanic Story’, event, Day 1 of the
Earth God Series.

President’s Report

This past year has been a challenging period for the Living Museum

of the West, defined by transformation and resilience. As we navigated
the challenges of our temporary displacement from the Visitor Centre
at Pipemakers Park, we have remained committed to cultural and
community engagement. This year has seen us maintain our operations
at Maribyrnong Library Highpoint, where we have continued to deliver
a dynamic program of contemporary art exhibitions and community
events.

A key achievement includes the expansion of our team, with the
appointment of three new Committee members and the addition of an
Operations Co-ordinator and Capacity Building Lead—two new paid
part-time roles made possible through Maribyrnong Council’s Triennial
Arts Partner Funding. These strategic appointments have strengthened
our operational capabilities, enabling us to refine our day-to-day
activities and pave the way for sustainable growth.

Another key achievement this year has been our collaboration with
OFFICE on the redevelopment of the Visitor Centre. This exciting
collaboration will result in a dynamic and accessible space, greatly
enhancing the Museum’ capacity to serve the community when we
reopen in Pipemakers Park in 2025. The planned redesign emphasises
accessibility and functionality, with increased storage for our growing
collection, improved back-of-house facilities and a new kitchen to
support events, and improved amenities, accessible toilets and entrances,
new research and quiet spaces, and adaptable exhibition and project



The ‘Dreamtime Cooking’ program of cooking demonstra-
tions and sharing of food, included 3 events in Plpemakers
Park. Image, participants at the first event ‘Bread’in Decem-

ber 2023.

spaces to support work throughout the building, positioning us to
significantly broaden our reach, engagement, and programs.

The scope of our 2023-24 programming was ambitious and, despite building
delays, the Museum’s program has thrived this year, with key initiatives such
as the ‘Dreamtime Cooking’ program series held at Pipemakers Park. This
Indigenous-led program engaged over 200 community members in sustain-
able culinary practices, connecting multicultural audiences with First People’s
knowledge and culture.

The ongoing ‘Logic of Logistics’ exhibition, launched at Maribyrnong Library
in May 2024, has also generated significant interest from the community at our
current base. By highlighting the significance of the munitions industry in the
west during the World Wars, ‘Logic of Logistics* unearths important narratives
that are often underrepresented, such as the contributions of workers,
scientists and women in the workforce.

In the area of digital engagement, we have made notable improvements in
expanding our online presence through the launch of our new website and
platforms like eHive, allowing for greater engagement with our program and
collection. These initiatives have been crucial as we adapt to our current base
at the Library and work toward increased online engagement in future.

The past year has been marked by resilience and the need to adapt. Our
achievements would not have been possible without the dedication of our
Committee of Management, staff, and a network of partners and community
members. We thank Maribyrnong City Council, our Committee of
Management, staff, volunteers, artists, researchers, and all who contribute to
our mission and value the work that we do.

Kerrie Poliness


https://ehive.com/collections/203059/melbournes-living-museum-of-the-west

‘Dreamtime Cooking’ demonstrations and sharing of food,
Pipemakers Park, December 2023.
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‘Dreamtime Cooking’ demonstrations and sharing of food,

Pipemakers Park, December 2023.

Personnel 2023-2024

Committee of Management

Executive Members

Kerrie Poliness, President

Tony Le Nguyen, Vice-President

Melba Marginson, Treasurer

Pam Mulready, Secretary (to May 2024)
Joan Spiller, Secretary (from May 2024)

Committee Members
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Alex Ettling (from December 2023)
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Carolyn Briggs AM, Karen Jackson,

Mandy Nicholson

Heritage Buildings: Gary Vines, Olwen Ford,
Hugh Bassett, Felicity Watson

Archives: Matthew Davis, Judy Maddigan,

Kim Burrell

Environmental: Michael Patti, Megan O’Shea,
Debbie Reynolds, Grassy Plains Network
Contemporary Art:

Jacqui Gordon, Chas Manning, Raafat Ishak
Design and Landscape: OFFICE (Simon Robinson
and Steve Mintern) and Jennifer Kelynack
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Staff

Melanie Avent, IT & FOH
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Chas Manning, admin assistant
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Co-ordinator (from February 2024)
Pauline Cady, Capacity Building
Lead (from March 2024)
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Melanie Avent
Melchior Bajada
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Sahm Keily
Jennifer Kelynack
Minh Lee

Chas Manning
Jack Pardy
Michael Patti
Lorraine Radcliff
Sol Skeletor
Michael Thornton
Gary Vines



Personnel 2023-2024

Committee of Management Profiles

Kerrie Poliness

President

Kerrie Poliness is a contemporary visual artist with an interest in DIY,
community-driven, culture that has seen her start and support various
artist-run initiatives. Her artworks are held in key public and private col-
lections throughout Australia. Kerrie first became involved with the Living
Museum in 1993. Becoming captivated by its experimental philosophy of
‘inclusive museology’ she helped to develop and manage dozens of
Museum projects between 1993 and 2007. Kerrie rejoined the organisation
in 2013, is currently President of the Museum, and is broadly connected

to the west where she lives.

Melba Marginson

Treasurer

Filipino Australian Melba Marginson has worked in the area of multi-
cultural and women’s affairs since she migrated to Australia 34 years ago.
Appointed as VMC Commissioner by Premier Steve Bracks in 2000, she
served until 2005, and was inducted into the inaugural Victorian Women’s
Honour Roll for her work on violence against immigrant and refugee
women. In 2017, Melba founded The Silent Witness Network], a multicul-
tural network of people who are passionate about reducing family violence
and supporting children who become the ‘silent witnesses’ of family vio-
lence within culturally diverse communities. In her semi-retirement, Melba
works as translator/interpreter and cultural consultant.

Melba lives in Maribyrnong and in 2021, she joined the Committee of
Management of Melbourne’s Living Museum of the West, becoming its
Treasurer in 2022.

Tony Le Nguyen

Vice-President

Tony lives between Melbourne (Braybrook) and Hanoi, Vietnam, currently
running cultural development workshops in several arts centres in Vietnam
where he uses theatre techniques to teach social skills to disadvantaged youth.
He has been a member of the Committee of Management for the Living
Museum since 2013. After training in Television Production, Tony completed
a B.A. in Community Development and Performance Studies and a Grad.
Dip. in Secondary Education. Tony was the Cultural Development Officer at
Footscray Community Arts Centre (1995-2000), a Community Development
Worker with the Australian Vietnamese Women’s Association (2002-8) and
Project Manager at the Quang Minh Buddhist Centre in Melbourne (2009-
2012). He was awarded a prestigious Community Cultural Development Fel-
lowship from the Australia Council for the Arts in 2000.

Pamela Mulready

Secretary (December 2023 - May 2024)

Seddon resident, Pamela Mulready is a local historian and community
representative for the Maribyrnong Heritage Advisory Committee. With

a background in organisational change in higher education, she has led
cultural development, organisational change, and digitisation projects
throughout her academic career in Australia and Japan. Pam is well
connected in Melbourne’s west. Pam joined the Living Museum Committee
of Management in 2022 and served as Secretary from December 2023

to May 2024.



New Committee Appointments for 2023-24

Over the past year, the Museum has made exciting changes to our team and
Committee of Management with the appointment of three new Committee
members and the addition of two new staff members. The Committee of
Management plays a critical role in the Museum’s operations, allowing us to
stay at the forefront of emerging cultural and museum practices, and related
fields, through its dynamic and experienced team. Our new Committee
members are:

Joan Spiller

Community Representative, from December 2023,

and Secretary, from May 2024

Joan Spiller, Secretary of the Museum’s Committee of Management, has
combined Board Directorships with consultancy over the past 30 years.

Her current focus is NFP Directorships. She is Deputy President of Com-
monwealth Study Conferences (Australia), and Secretary/Treasurer of

the Mietta Foundation. Arts Industry experience includes Directorships

of Australian Art Orchestra (Chair, 10 years), Mietta Song Recital Award
(Founding Committee), Georges Mora Foundation (Inaugural Chair), West
Space Gallery, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and Melbourne Symphony
Foundation Trust. Past long-term Directorships in other fields include
Australian Broadcasting Corporation, Monash IVE Monash Ultrasound for
Women, Monash Reproductive Pathology and Genetics, Victorian Rehabili-
tation Centre and Flower & Samios Architects (Chair). Her earlier career in
public sector management and policy included appointments as Australia
Post’s head of Operations, and senior executive positions in Health. Consul-
tancy work covered Construction, Communications, Health Care, Educa-
tion and Defence. Born and raised in the western suburbs, she retains close
ties.

Alex Ettling

Community Representative

Alex Ettling is a social historian based in Melbourne. His historical practice
incorporates writing, graphics and audio, frequently working in collaborative
environments. In 2023, Alex was a co-editor of the book ‘Knocking The Top
Off: A People’s History of Alcohol in Australia: He has made a number of
appearances on ABC Radio, at writers festivals and history conferences. Alex
has a background in not-for-profit events management, and has for many
years been active in various social justice campaigns. He was a co-founder of
the Trades Hall Art Studio, and prior to that led a writer’s group out of The
New International Bookshop. An exhibited visual artist, he has worked on
intern projects with National Exhibitions Touring Support (Victoria) and

the Public Galleries Association of Victoria. Alex holds a Bachelor of Public
Policy and Management from The University of Melbourne, and in this career
pathway has worked in the sustainability sector with the Pacific Salmon Foun-
dation in Vancouver, the Department of Communities in Western Australia,
and was a policy analyst for Creative Victoria. Alex has been organising an
oral history program since 2018, with a focus on marginalised voices. He be-
gan his association with the Living Museum in 2019 and has been a Commu-
nity Representative on the Committee of Management since December 2023.

Alex Flux

Community Representative

Alex Flux is a local resident who has been involved with the Living Museum
since early 2023. She is currently completing a Masters degree in Cultural
Heritage and Museum Studies at Deakin University. Having previously
studied design for theatre, she has a keen interest in storytelling, and the way
people connect with the past, present and future. With a work history that
includes digitisation of historical material, records management, and working
with local communities on co-design initiatives, Alex feels a true affinity with
the vision and purpose of the Living Museum of the West.



New Staff Appointments & Profiles

We are also pleased to announce the creation of two new paid part-time
roles, enabled through our Triennial funding: Operations Co-ordinator
and Capacity Building Lead. Since their appointments in February and
in March 2024, our new staff members have been working closely with
the Committee to manage day-to-day Museum operations, develop in-
novative projects and programs, and work toward reopening the Visitor
Centre at Pipemakers Park in 2025. Our new staff members are:

Rebecca Dauti

Operations Co-ordinator

Rebecca is an artist and arts worker who collaborates with her partner
on projects that explore Deaf history and culture, with a primary focus
on creating moving image works. She has also led international research
projects and curated public programs that engage cultural institutions
with Deaf history and culture, including at conferences, museums and
galleries such as Deaf History International, the Wellcome Collection in
London, the National Museum of Art in Lithuania, and the Garage Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art in Moscow. Rebecca holds a Master of Art
Curatorship from the University of Melbourne and has over a decade

of experience in the arts sector. Her professional experience includes
producing public programs and exhibitions, as well as working with
museum collections at institutions such as Latrobe Regional Gallery and
Monash University Museum of Art. She is deeply committed to inclusive
museum practice and is passionate about grassroots projects that engage
with social history.

Pauline Cady

Capacity Building Lead

Pauline Cady is a founding member of the iconic Snuft Puppets and a
resident in the City of Maribyrnong since 1992.

She has been funding manager at Back to Back Theatre (which won the
Nobel Prize for Theatre in 2022) and Melbourne Fringe Festival. She has a

particularly keen interest in access and inclusion. She also has considerable
experience in archives: supervising the collection, sorting and transferal of

the Back to Back archive to the Geelong Heritage Centre, the Big West

Festival archive to the State Library of Victoria, and is working on the final

stage of transferring items from Melbourne Fringe Festival to the State
Library in early 2025.

ccling oql the big zuns

-

Capacity Building Lead, Pauline Cady (left) and Operations Co-ordinator, Rebecca
Dauti, working at the Living Museum at Maribyrnong Library.



Museum Committee

and Staff
2023-2024

Museum committee and staff

members. Top row L-R: Kerrie Poliness,
Melba Marginson, Tony Le Nguyen, Joan
Spiller; middle row L-R: Pam Mulready,
Alex Flux, Alex Ettling. Bottom row L-R:
Melanie Avent*, Chas Manning*, Rebecca
Dauti and Pauline Cady.

*Indicates images by Spencer Nguyen.



Highlights 2023-2024

* Referendum Support Events:
Worked in partnership with Quang Minh Temple and TSWN to host a series of community driven activities in sup-
port of the Federal Referendum.

» Triennial Arts Partnership Secured:
Successfully secured a second term of Maribyrnong City Council Triennial Arts Partner funding.

* Environmental Advocacy:
Launched a campaign to protect remnant White Cypress Trees on the Australian Defence Industries site, now ‘listed’
by the National Trust.

e Public Art Commissions:
Assisted Maribyrnong City Council with the development of the Exeloo Art Commission in Pipemakers Park, con-
tinuing our commitment to enhance the park through creative interventions.

* Major Exhibition Completion and Launch:
Completed and celebrated the public launch of the ‘Logic of Logistics’ exhibition at the Maribyrnong Library, a mile-
stone achievement for the Museum.

* Residencies:
Hosted research and art residencies with Jacqui Gordon and Jennifer Davis, the latter leading to the development of
radio programs in partnership with 3CR.

e Educational Engagement:
The Museum’s Pobblebonk exhibition had a two-month residency at Clare Court Kindergarten, supporting creative
learning for young audiences.

* Visitor Centre Redesign:
Collaborated with OFFICE design group to develop an innovative internal redesign for the Visitor Centre to be com-
pleted in 2025.

* New Exhibition Opportunities:
Launched ‘Shelf” exhibition program featuring artists including Raafat Ishak, Anna Kiparis and Matthew Davis.

* Team Expansion:
Recruited three new members to the Committee of Management, and two new part-time staff to expand our capacity
and support future initiatives.

* Cultural Programming at Pipemakers Park:
Delivered the successful program series ‘Dreamtime Cooking), involving three cooking events that attracted over 200
participants.

View of Melbourne from Maribyrnong. e Heritage Advice and Support to MCC:

Provided advice regarding the heritage buildings, artefacts and artworks in Pipemakers Park; feedback to the draft

MCC Heritage Study; representation on Maribyrnong Heritage Advisory Committee.



Highlights

Clockwise from top left:

Children with masks they
have made at the Earth
God Series workshop;
speakers and delegates
at the new signage launch
at the Quang Minh
Temple; Peter Somerville
and Andrew Calvert at
the launch event for the
‘Logic of Logistics’ exhibi-
tion at the Maribyrnong
Library; OFFICE (design
team) visualisations of the
new library space for the
Museum Visitor Centre.
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Museum Operations and Place

The Museum has continued to operate from Maribyrnong Library Highpoint
since 2023, following termite damage to the Visitor Centre at Pipemakers
Park. While progress has been made addressing this damage, the temporary
displacement from our usual location has presented challenges. The smaller
venue has limited the number of exhibitions we can host, and a portion of our
collection being offsite has impacted on our ability to promptly respond to
research requests.

We have focused our efforts on keeping the Museum open and maintaining
engagement with our community. This has included improving our online
engagement, posting events on Instagram to reach a wider audience, re-intro-
ducing a regular e-newsletter, and enhancing our online presence to commu-
nicate more effectively with our audience.

The recent recruitment of new staff, including an Operations Co-ordinator
and Capacity Building Lead, has strengthened the Museum’s capacity to
review and improve our operational procedures, including the development
of manuals and brochures that will be used by volunteers and the public, and
will be made available at our base. Other operational improvements include
engaging bookkeepers “By the Numbers” to enhance our financial manage-
ment, maintaining our ICOM membership and Museum Accredited Pro-
grams Status, and securing the second term of Triennial Arts Partner Fund-
ing. These advancements position us well for future growth and success.

The entrance to the Llving Museum’s
temporary offices at
Maribyrnong Library.



The Museum and Daniel Mulino’s office
organised a tour of the local Defence Site,
in Maribyrnong, to assist in the collection

of seed from remnant White Cypress trees
identified on the site by Lloyd O’Hanlon. The
tour group included local, state and federal
politicians, members of the Museum and the

Friends of Sandy group, who are seen here
at ‘The Stables’.

Museum Operations and Place (continued)

Capacity Building Project

Although it has been difficult to be away from our beloved building and park, the
dislocation from the site has presented us with a unique opportunity to refocus.
Through 2024 we have been examining operational processes looking for ways to
build our capacity to broaden the reach and impact of our programs and networks.

Using our 2023-2026 Strategic Plan as a springboard, our actively engaged
Committee of Management has generously and imaginatively contributed to
mapping new possibilities, including better harnessing the power of volunteers and
of local partnerships and increasing earned income from events and exhibitions,
and funding from private donors, government and philanthropic funders.

Network Groups Representation 2023—2024

Throughout the year, the Living Museum of the West actively engaged with vari-
ous local and regional networks, providing support and collaboration on numerous
initiatives.

o Fraser Climate Network — Attended by invitation from Dan Mulino’s Office,
supporting the network’s environmental ‘care project’

« Maribyrnong Heritage Advisory Committee.

« Quang Minh Temple - Facilitated Indigenous planting plans, provided
support for the launch of new signage, co-developed partner project and event.

 Victoria University (Iramoo Grassland Centre & Nursery) — Partnered to donate
plants for the ‘Dreamtime Cooking’ event, and the first ‘Earth God Series’ event
at the Quang Minh Temple.

o Islamic Museum of Australia — Invited to judge the Future Australian Muslim
Artists Awards.

« Western Region Group of History Societies — Hosted a regional meeting at the
Library in November 2023.



Museum Operations and Place (continued)

Library Operations

We are fortunate to have access to Highpoint Library’s rooms and facilities to
keep the Museum open and continue to provide access for the community.
During this time, we ensured that our panel exhibitions such as ‘Logic of Logis-
tics’ and ‘Pobblebonk’ are always available for visitors during Library opening
hours, even when the Museum is closed. These displays have attracted the inter-
est of library patrons, including parents attending weekly Library Rhyme Time
programs, and have sparked many interactions with first-time visitors, who have
become interested in the Museum and have gone on to engage with our broader
activities.

Our time at the Library has also enabled us to build valuable connections with
Council staff, which we will continue building even after we return to Pipemak-
ers Park. Collaborative programs with the Library are already underway, and we
are excited about the potential for future partnerships.

Working within the constraints of our smaller venue, we have developed creative
opportunities that repurpose areas of the library building, such as launching the
‘Shelf” exhibition initiative in the Library foyer. This has successfully re-engaged
our visual arts audiences and has generated interest from Library patrons and
staff. We have also hosted smaller-scale events, including talks, workshops, and
exhibition openings for targeted audiences, while programming events at
Pipemakers Park where it is possible to stay connected with the park and host
larger audiences.

Footscray City Secondary

College students at an

excursion to the Museum at

Maribyrnong Library.



Museum Operations and Place (continued)

Update on Visitor Centre

Exciting updates to the Visitor Centre refurbishment are underway.
Thanks to the successful acquisition of State Government Funding in
2022, the Museum has commissioned ‘OFFICE), a not-for-profit multi-
disciplinary design and research practice based in Melbourne,

to consult on the design of the new Visitor Centre.

The proposed redesign promises a range of new features, including
increased storage capacity for our growing collection, and a focus on
accessibility, with widened entrances for wheelchair access and gen-
der-neutral facilities. The redesign also emphasises enhanced

Banch seating workspace - laminata (2) community amenities, integrating kitchen and cafe areas to promote
social interaction and support Museum programs and events.
Additional adaptable exhibition spaces will provide greater flexibility
and creativity for artistic programs, and thoughtfully designed zones
for relaxation and study will offer quiet environments for visitors to
explore the Museum’ resources.

OFFICE

‘OFFICE’ visualisation of the new Museum library area featuring
hardwood timber shelving, and partial screen walls.




Top left: The Museum
currently has 300 + boxes
and 200 + items in storage.
The new Visitor Centre design
features a dedicated
storeroom for the Archive.

Plan drawing of the Museum
Vistor Centre showing the
location of new solid dis-
play walls (green), and with
zones of operation identified
(orange).

‘OFFICE’ design of hardwood
timber sliding doors and
dividing walls (pink).

CINEMA / DISPLAY ARCHIVE
STORE
DISPLAY AREA
MEETING LIBRARY.
DIGIFISATION
KITCHEN RECEPTION
/-SHOP OFFICE

NEW WALL
LOCATIONS
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Museum Operations and Place (continued)

Update on Visitor Centre (continued)
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‘OFFICE’ visualisations of display areas and

reception / office area with timber screen
walls.



Museum Operations and Place (continved)

Ongoing Connection to Park

We have sought to maintain our connection to Pipemakers Park while based at
the Maribyrnong Library. Over the past year, we have successfully hosted several
events at the park, including the ‘Dreamtime Cooking’ series, which attracted
over 200 visitors.

This program has helped keep our presence at the park active and the community
engaged. This ongoing connection allows us to continue interacting with audi-
ences who recognise the park as the Museum’s true home, holding deep s
ignificance for the work that we do.

We are incredibly grateful for the dedicated efforts of the Friends of Maribyrnong
Valley, as their commitment to caring for the park gardens weekly ensures that
the park remains a welcoming space for all, even during our absence.

Vale Judy Ingram

The Museum acknowledges the passing of Judy Ingram, President of the Friends
of Maribyrnong Valley for many years and a true champion of
the environment. Judy will be greatly missed by many.

‘Dreamtime Cooking’ demonstrations and sharing of food,
Pipemakers Park.

Local indigenous plants propagated by Iramoo at VU.



The Museum continues to present talks and
tours of Pipemakers Park to schools, groups
and researchers while based at the Mariby-
rnong Library.




Examples of audio cassette tapes from the Museum’s collection
of more than 800 oral history recordings.

Archive / Collections Management

Collections Management

Our collection is focused on representing the history and stories of Mel-
bourne’s west. It is regularly accessed by researchers, artists, government
bodies and community members. Over the last year we have been working
to make this process easier through improving digital access to our collection
and resources ensuring that the material in our archive retains its condition
so that these stories can be shared and understood into the future.

A primary focus of the year given our continued displacement from the
Visitor Centre, has been improving the ability to access our collection for a
wider community. This has involved recognising and improving the tools and
investigating further options to make our collection and exhibitions acces-
sible online.

Website

We have continued to use our website as a tool to highlight our collection,
new exhibitions and outputs from events. Recent key exhibitions such as
‘Logic of Logistics’ have been added to our digital exhibitions page. The ad-
ditional information from QR codes in this exhibition will soon be made
available on our website. In providing digital access to key exhibitions such as
‘Logic of Logistics, we can share the material with a wider audience, allowing
us to make the broader public more aware of the important history of Mel-
bourne’s west.

We have also made available resources related to our popular ‘Dreamtime
Cooking’ events, including Jake Simkin’s videos and the recipes and menus
provided by Sustainative. Methods such as this provide an interesting vehicle
for engagement from the public who may not have attended the events in
person.



The Living Museum of the West
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Scan QR to access
audio for the
Pioneer Women’s Shelter

Archive / Collections Management (continved)

We continue to use eHive to facilitate access to our collection. In the latter half of 2023,
one of our volunteers worked through a large portion of our library to ensure entries of
the books and other items in our collection were available on eHive. This ensures
accurate, up to date information about what potential researchers, visitors and commu-
nity members can access through our collection. We continue to explore the potential of
integrating our collection with other online repositories to make it accessible to an even
wider audience.

Safeguarding Our Collection

Recognising the risks to our collection from deterioration over time, we have focused
our efforts on strategies to mitigate this risk. These measures include digitisation and
ensuring those accessing the collection in person are doing so in a way that will not
negatively impact the fabric of the items.

Proper handling of items from our collection helps us retain their condition, allowing
them to be used into the future. Committee of Management member, Alex Flux, created
a plain language document outlining the proper handling of different types of items that
exist within our collection for use by volunteers, community members and researchers
who may not be aware of the impacts of improper handling.

Digitisation

We have continued to digitise the most at risk items from our collection, including audio
and video tapes, to ensure that the stories of the west can be accessed in the future. The
process of digitisation has the added benefit of allowing remote access to the items by
researchers or interested community members unable to visit the museum in person.
Digitisation has largely been led by previous staff member and current volunteer Melanie
Avent, who has shared her expert knowledge with others involved in the Museum.



Live Transmission - 7
January 2024

llam Sun 7 Jan 2024
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One of four radio programs in the series developed with researcher
and radio presenter Jenny Davis.

Archive / Collections Management (continued)

Expanding Our Collection

The Living Museum of the West is committed to understanding the history and
the culture present in the west, which is reflected in our collection. Notable addi-
tions to our collection this year have included those listed below.

Highlights

o Inarecent Live Transmission series on RRR, presenter Jenny Davis explored
the history of Melbourne’s western suburbs, with a special focus on the area
around the Maribyrnong River. This series featured contributions from the
Living Museum of the West, where Jenny undertook a research residency and
received support from Museum staff, who assisted with program content and
associated research. In an episode aired on 7 January 2024, Museum President
Kerrie Poliness was interviewed, offering valuable insights into the ecological
history west of the Maribyrnong and the effects of European colonisation on
the landscape. The episode can be heard here.

o The Museum received a generous donation from Susanne Provis of material
from the estate of Peter Love (books and labour history publications, undigi-
tised cassette tapes of historian talks and various local events relating to Peter’s
role as President of the Melbourne Branch of the Australian Society for the
Study of Labour History)

o We continued to extend our oral history collection. Committee of Manage-
ment member, Alex Ettling, has been liaising with historian Ken Mansell, who
is donating a collection of interviews and associated research material relating
to the Westgate Bridge Disaster and an extensive oral history series recorded
with historian and local Communist figure Jack Arrowsmith.


https://www.rrr.org.au/explore/programs/live-transmission/episodes/27742-live-transmission-7-january-2024
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Children at Clare Court Kindergarten engage with the Museum exhibi-
tion, ‘Pobblebonk’, which was on loan to the kindergaterten for three
months and featured in its programs of environmental learning activities.

Cultural and Artistic Program

Throughout 2023-24, the Museum has worked in collaboration with a wide
range of local organisations, researchers, creatives, community partners, and
local community to develop an engaging program of events, workshops, art
programs and talks that have reached over 1,500 people.

Operating from our temporary base at Maribyrnong Library, the Museum
has focused on increasing in-person engagement at the Library while main-
taining connections to Pipemakers Park whenever possible.

Highlights 2023-24:

‘Shelf’ Exhibition Program
A new exhibition opportunity at Maribyrnong Library

‘Dreamtime Cooking’

A First Nations led cooking demonstration series held at Pipemakers Park.
‘Dreamtime Cooking’ focused on connecting multicultural communities
with First Nations ingredients and cooking practices.

‘Logic of Logistics’
Exhibition completed and hosted at Maribyrnong Library

Earth God Series, Day One, ‘Volcanic Story’

The first in a series of educational events focused on educating multicultural
audiences on Indigenous plants and animals through creative presentations
and performances, held at Quang Minh Temple



Raafat Ishak, ‘West Is Best’ on display at ‘Shelf’ which is visible from the library
foyer during the Library opening hours, Monday to Saturday.

Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

‘Shelf’ exhibitions 2023-24

A new initiative launched in 2023 is the Museum’s ‘Shelf” exhi-
bition program at Maribyrnong Library. ‘Shelf” is a small-scale
gallery space located within the circular window of the Museum’s
office, overlooking the Library foyer. Since 2023, the Museum
has collaborated with local emerging and established artists to
present a program of contemporary artworks, engaging both
Museum and Library visitors.

November 2023 to February 2024,
Raafat Ishak
‘West Is Best’

The inaugural exhibition at ‘Shelf’ featured a print titled “West
Is Best’ by Raafat Ishak, which coincided with Ishak’s major solo
exhibition at Heide ‘Eye Looking at Large Glass Broken’ https://
www.heide.com.au/exhibitions/raafat-ishak/

In 2018 Raafat Ishak was a member of the Museum’s Art and
Culture subcommittee and helped develop student residencies at
the Museum in partnership with VCA, University of Melbourne.
The print ‘West Is Best’ was produced by Ishak for the Museum
exhibition ‘Groundwork’ curated by Matthew Davis and was
donated to the Museum Collection in 2018.


https://www.heide.com.au/exhibitions/raafat-ishak/

https://www.heide.com.au/exhibitions/raafat-ishak/


Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

‘Shelf’ exhibitions 2023-24 (continued):

March 2024 to June 2024
Anna Kiparis
‘Suburbanology’

‘Suburbanology’ is a photographic triptych created for the City
of Maribyrnong and Victoria University as part of the 2019 ‘One
Night in Footscray’ festival. It is a short visual story of one of
Melbourne’s most culturally eclectic suburbs, through
representation of its night aura.

“Footscray is a distinctive suburb where any ethnicity and
religious background is a welcomed focus of a person’s story,
which ultimately enriches the local community as a whole,
hghlighting the alluring atmosphere of the area whilst pro-
moting how it continues to allow its residents to create a life
within its locality.”

Anna Kiparis



Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

‘Shelf’ exhibitions 2023-24 (continued):

June 2024 to September 2024
Matthew Davis
‘Skeins’

Originally developed for “The Image is not Nothing (Concrete
Archives)’ project curated by Lisa Radford and Yhonnie Scarce
in 2018, this iteration of ‘Skeins’ is an edition of postcards with
QR codes linking to audio recordings of interviews with long-
time Living Museum associates, Peter Haffenden and Kerrie
Poliness.

These interviews contextualise the development of the arms and
weapons industries in Melbourne’s Western Region and provide
a history of the Living Museum and a discussion of the Museum’s
unique inclusive and participatory approaches to documenting
and preserving the histories of Melbourne’s west.

Scan this QR code to
access the audio compo-
nent of Matthew’s artwork
‘Skeins’.
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First Mations led cooking with native ingredients
in Pipemakers Park
Maribyrnong

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THREE COOKING SESSIONS

BREAD & Vegetable Stew

Saturday Dheoember 16, 11 am 1o ] pa .

FISH & Vegelables
ke _- | Saterday Februsry 8, 11 @ 0 2 pm
{ MEAT & Salad

Satwrday March I, 11 s io 2 pm

The Living Museum forecourt, Pipemakers Park
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Dreamtime Cooking demonstrations and sharing

of food, Pipemakers Park, December 2023.

The demonstrations were led by First Nations
Chef, Stephen Thorpe (pictured right) from
Sustainative, The program was managed by the

Museum and TSWN.

SUSTAINATIVE
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Cultural and Artistic Program

(continued)

‘Dreamtime Cooking’

The Museum’s ‘Dreamtime Cooking’ program, held during the
summer of 2023-24, was a significant success, engaging diverse
communities across the western suburbs in Indigenous food
and culture. Funded by Maribyrnong City Council’s Place-
Based Initiatives Grant, the series consisted of three outdoor
cooking events at Pipemakers Park, delivered in partnership
with The Silent Witness Network (TSWN) and Sustainative, an
Indigenous enterprise focused on sustainable development.

Led by First Nations Chef Stephen Thorpe and co-coordinated
by the Living Museum and TSWN, the program provided par-
ticipants with hands-on experience in using local Indigenous
plants and herbs. Participants engaged in learning sessions on-
site at Pipemakers Park, where they prepared and shared meals
and gained insight into sustainable cooking practices.

‘Dreamtime Cooking’ unfolded over three sessions: the first, in
December 2023, introduced participants to making homemade
bread and vegetable stew. The second event in February 2024
featured fish and vegetable dishes, while the final session in
March focused on the preparation of kangaroo and emu. The
recipes from these events were provided to participants and
subsequently published on the Museum’s website, extending
their reach.



Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

‘Dreamtime Cooking’ (continued)

The ‘Dreamtime Cooking’ program marked an exciting opportunity for the
Museum to explore creative strategies for sustainable practices to be imple-
mented into our operations and events, centering collaboration with First
Nations and multicultural communities. This initiative has helped to shape
future programming, in which we aim to evolve our approaches to public
engagement with First Nations culture and history at Pipemakers Park. Plans
are underway to establish this as an annual recurring program, reinforcing the
Museumss role as a site of cultural exchange and learning.

Left, the Mayor of Maribyrnong City Council, Cr. Cuc Lam opened the ‘Dreamtime
Cooking’ second event ‘Fish and Vegetables’ in Februuary 2024.

Top left and right, participants at the first event, ‘Bread and Vegetable Stew’ in
December 2023.



Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

‘Dreamtime Cooking’ (continued)

Dreamtime Cooking - workshop event December 16, 2023 by Melbourne’s Living Museum of the West

Event 1 - Vegan Stew, Warrigal Greens &
Breadand Mountain Pepper
vegei'd ble Stew « « orecipe by Stephen Thorpe & Sustainative

Ingredients Method
O M U 1. Boil your soaked lentils then strain
° ;‘25 Gl (25mins or when soft)
Q- currmeric 2. Ina5ltr pot heat the oil to a medium heat,
o 5 potatoes
S and fry cumin and mustards seeds until
o 5 fresh tomatoes (small dice) they start popping.
e 2 handfuls of blanched warragal 3. Turn heat down to low, add ginger and

greens (preparation wash & turmeric and fry for 15 seconds
remove hard stems)

IS

. Add tomatoes and turn heat up to high

e 1tbs grated ginger and cook mix for 2 to 3 minutes,
* 2tbs sunflower oi (tomatoes should be breaking up and
N 0cVelioW splftpeas|(soaked incorporating well with spices)
overnight or 12hr) v
5. Add the lentils, potatoes, carrots and
o Mountain pepper, black pepper and
B o toste enough water to cover by about 3cm.
6. Bring to the boil then turn down to a
Wash yellow split peas - simmer with lid on

https://youtu.be/zRilZIEUsxw

~

Turn off when the vegetables are al dente,
then add blanched warragal greens and
stir through.

L

Serve with rice and/or bread (try our
homemade native spiced bread recipe)
(for those who like to enrichen the flavour
you can add a heaped tbs of Ghee — no
longer vegan)

©

9 pelbourne's” © §
Living Museum
[

P.'I:'lh:."rc_nu
This project is supported through *
the Maribyrnong City Council SUSTAINATIVE T

Community Grants Program

The ‘Dreamtime Cooking’ program was supported
by the late Cr. Sarah Carter.



‘Dreamtime Cooking’ demonstrations and sharing
of food in February 2024 focussed on the prepar-
tion and cooking of Fish. Recipes from the events
by Sustainative are posted on the Museum'’s
website.

Event 2 -

‘Fish and
Vegetables’

Dreamtime Cooking - workshop event February 3, 2024 by Melbourne’s Living Museum of the West

Barramundi & Cabbage Tacos
« « orecipe by Stephen Thorpe & Sustainative

INGREDIENTS.

Fish: 3.5-4 kgs barramundi (seasoned with mountain pepper, salt bush and salt)

Salsa Sauces: “Guacamole” (avocado, tomatoes, lemon/lime juice, mountain pepper, salt) & “Spicy
Vegan Mayo Salsa” (siracha, tomatoes, mountain pepper, naked Byron mayo, lime juice & zest)
Veggies: mushroom and capsicum (cooked/tossed with fish), and blanched bower spinach

Salad: lettuce, cucumber, river mint, mint, Rice: cooked with turmeric (optional), Beans: cooked
(boiled) & seasoned with fennel seeds (ensure beans soaked in water for 6-8 hrs before boiling)

METHOD
Salad: 750g cucumber 1cm dice, 500 lettuce finely shredded, add fresh/dry river mint,

mint, lime juice and salt

Salsa Sauce: 750g roma tomatoes 1cm dice, 14 avocados 1cm dice, 3-6 lemon juiced, 1tbs

olive oil, season with salt and mountain pepper

Salsa Sauce (spicy): 500g roma tomatoes 1cm dice, 1Ltr of vegan Naked Byron

mayonnaise, 500mi siracha sauce, 1kq limes (juiced and zested), 1tbs Mountain pepper,

Himalayan salt

Combine your lemon juice, olive oil, salt and pepper in a large bow!

Mix the rest of your salsa ingredients in the bowl and incorporate gently but well

Mix all of your sauce ingredients together and mix well

Bring large frying pan to medium/high heat, add oil and seasoned barramundi skin side

down. Cook for 3 to 4 minutes depending on thickness of fish. Add veggies (not blanched

bower spinach) and cook with the fish.

8 Turn over and cook for another 3 to 4 minutes. Checking that the flesh in the midde of the

fish is no longer translucent. Se

Assembling and your cabbage leaf tacos. On your cabbage leaf, put your salsa down, then

rice (optional), veggies/salad, then slices of your barramundi or beans (for vegans) and

finish with some garnish of coriander.

10 Roll up or fold the cabbage leaf gently and enjoy.

£5\ layer  Beans & orfish

4| 37loyer  Veggies &or salad

3| 2¥layer Turmericrice
(optional)
2| astlayer salsa

L1l Base Cabbage leaf (quarter)
9 Living Museum
Mantyriong ®

This project is supported through
the Maribyrnong City Council
Community Grants Program

FUSTAIMATIVE |



Event 3 -

: ‘Kangaroo and
= e 4 Emu and Salad’

‘Dreamtime Cooking’ demonstrations and sharing
of food in March 2024 focussed on the
prepartion and cooking of emu and kangaroo. ; :
Recipes from the events by Sustainative are : T ol o A ; e g T

posted on the Museum’s website. ' chele T : ; ' £ - ' ! R




Above, guests at the launch of ‘Logic of Logistics’ at
Maribyrnong Library. Below, the exhibition panels
installed at Maribyrnong Library.

Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)
‘Logic of Logistics’ - Exhibition completed

‘The Logic of Logistics - story of munitions’

The exhibition was designed and produced by Peter Haffenden, who passed
away in October 2022. The ‘Logic of Logistics’ working group completed the
text and final layout of images ready for printing in December 2023. The work-
ing group included Andy Calvert, Jennifer Kelynack, Joan Spiller and Kerrie
Poliness. Melanie Avent helped produce the associated website which includes
additional information and is linked to the exhibition panels via QR codes.

This exhibition draws on the Museum collection and broader research. Using
principles of Ecomuseology, it tells the story of how Australia became a nation
capable of defending itself independently, and of the people behind that story
such as the scientists and the workers, including many women, who established
a thriving, innovative and independent manufacturing industry capable of
supplying the products required to sustain defence, and to deter major military
disputes.

This story is important because, although the many battles of both World Wars
have been described often and vividly, there was no description of what hap-
pened behind the scenes, or how manufacturing systems and processes were de-
veloped to supply and enable military campaigns. The two World Wars required
an incremental, rapid growth in the size and quality of Australia’s munitions
industry, including the development of systems capable of producing ‘ordnance’
This exhibition tells the story of how this was achieved through the intervention
and influence of individuals; through the vision, determination and skill of the
people who planned the processes and designed the products.

https://livingmuseum.org.au/logic-of-logistics-intro/


https://livingmuseum.org.au/logic-of-logistics-intro/

Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

‘Logic of Logistics’ - Launch event

Exhibition launch - 16 May 2024
and exhibition at Highpoint Library (continuing)

The exhibition was launched on 16 May 2024 at Maribyrnong Library
by the Mayor of the City of Maribyrnong, Cuc Lam. Speakers included
The Hon. Judy Maddigan (former Speaker of the Victorian Legislative
Assembly), Andy Calvert (exhibition co-author and former munitions
factory worker, and caretaker of Jack’s Magazine), Jennifer Kelynack
(exhibition designer) and Kerrie Poliness.

The exhibition has been on display at Maribyrnong Library since May
2024, and was displayed at Jack’s Magazine during Open House Mel-
bourne on the weekend of 27-28 July in 2024, engaging over 900 visi-
tors. The exhibition has generated significant interest from the commu-
nity, and a review by Elizabeth Minter was featured in The Westsider in
June 2024.




Excursion to the Museum at Maribyrnong Library
by Footscray City Secondary College. Photos, Chas Manning.

Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

Education programs

In addition to ‘Logic of Logistics, the Museum exhibition ‘Pobble-
bonk], exploring the biodiversity of the Maribyrnong River estuary,
has also played a key role in the Museum’s educational initiatives.

Footscray City College Workshop at Library

‘Pobblebonk’ was on display in the large meeting room at the Library
Thursdays and Fridays throughout 2023 -2024 engaging visitors and
enabling various workshops.

‘Pobblebonk’ to Clare Court Kindergarten 2023

Late in 2023, ‘Pobblebonk’ toured to Claire Court Kindergarten in
Yarraville for a three-month residency, where it was incredibly well-
received by children, families and staff.



Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

Education programs (continued)

“[ was just writing to tell you how incredibly well received your Pobblebonk
artwork had been by the children, families and staff at Clare Court. There
continues to be amazing discussions, observations and explorations of the
work each day as new noticings and connections arise.

Thank you again for entrusting us with the work. It is being beautifully cared
for with the children being respectful and abiding by our ‘look don’t touch’
rule :)”

“This month the entrance of Clare Court Children’s Centre has been trans-
formed into a haven of biodiversity thanks to an amazing panoramic artwork
on loan from our friends at @livingmuseumwest.

‘Pobblebonk’ is a 10 panel, digitally constructed work created by photographers,
scientists, researchers and elders from the Wurundjeri and Boonwurrung tribes
working with the team from the Living Museum of the West.

Taking its name from one of the local frog species the children hear along the
creek at this time of year, ‘Pobblebonk’ presents a stunning representation of the
abundant diversity of habitats, animals, plant species and even microbes, that
make up the ecosystem of the Maribyrnong River.

The richly detailed artwork features elements of photography and microscopy
and provides a wonderful provocation for children to think about, connect to
and understand the interconnected relationship that exists between all liv-
ing things (including ourselves), ensuring our ecological systems can be better
understood, appreciated and cared for.

We are incredibly grateful for the generosity of the Living Museum of the West
for entrusting us to care for this work as we continue to support children’s ongo-
ing investigations into biodiversity.”

Clare Court Kindergarten Staff

Images of ‘Pobblebonk’ at Clare Court Kindergarten,
Testimonial by Clare Court staff.
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Top: The new signage at the Quang Minh Temple in Braybrook sponsored by
the Korean Government. Below:Delegates and guest speakers.

Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

Outreach and Community Engagement

Over the past year, the Museum has expanded its educational outreach, engag-
ing with diverse communities by hosting and participating in workshops and
programs at organisations throughout the western suburbs. These initiatives
have been valuable while we are based at Maribyrnong Library, extending our
capacity to support connections and discussions around important cultural and
social issues.

YES Referendum campaign

The Museum actively supported the YES referendum, collaborating with The
Silent Witness Network (TSWN) and Quang Minh Temple to host events aimed
at raising awareness and facilitating informed dialogue.

Quang Minh Temple — Signage Launch

On 12 October 2023, the Museum supported an initiative by Quang Minh
Temple, which designed a large sign promoting the alignment of Buddhist
teachings with Indigenous cultural knowledge and land ownership. Funded by
the Government of the Republic of Korea, this initiative included the creation of
a small Indigenous garden, curated in collaboration with Victoria University’s
Iramoo Grassland Centre and Nursery. The event also featured the display of the
‘Volcano Dreaming’ exhibition, a performance by local Dragon Dancers, and
music by Xu Hi and Dieu Trang.

Speakers at this event inlcuded representatives from the Government of the
Republic of Korea, Kyuchul Choi, Auntie Colleen Marion, Daniel Mullino MP,
Katie Hall MLA, Cr Cuc Lam, the Venerable Thich Phuoc Tan OAM, and Kerrie
Poliness of the Living Museum.



Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

Earth God Series: Volcanic Story at Quang Minh Temple

In February 2024, the Museum participated in another significant event at
Quang Minh Temple in partnership with Iramoo Grassland Centre & Nursery.
Titled ‘Earth God Series: Volcanic Story, this full-day program was the first in

a new educational program series. Designed for both adults and children, this
program offered education on the history of the western volcanic plains, Indig-
enous plants and animals and the impacts of colonisation, and the importance
of preserving the natural environment. Attendees were gifted Indigenous plants
and provided with guidance on how to incorporate them into their home gar-
dens.

The program’s audience enjoyed a vegetarian lunch preapred by the temple
while listening to educational talks by Kerrie Poliness and Dr. Megan O’Shea of
Iramoo Grassland Centre & Nursery, who discussed the ecological significance
of the west.

The Abbott of the Quang Minh Temple, the
Venerable Thich Phuoc Tan OAM (left) trans-
lated talks by Dr Megan O’Shea (centre) and
Kerrie Poliness into Vietnamese to more than
300 attendees.

Photos by Avni Dauti.



Cultural and Artistic Program (continued)

‘Earth God Series: Volcanic Story’ at Quang Minh Temple

Attendees, The ‘Earth God
Series - Day 1, Volcanic
Story’.

Photos by Avni Dauti.
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Research and Research Services

Behind the scenes, a lot of effort goes into making sure the Museum
remains open, welcoming, committed to the care of its collection, and
responsive to the community it serves. Throughout 2023-24, the Museum
has created many new and diverse opportunities for research related to

our collection and the west, including artist residencies, supporting public
enquiries, and assistance to local businesses and organisations. In addition,
the Museum has played an important role in supporting research critical to
environmental advocacy and the conservation of vulnerable heritage assets
within the community.

Research & Residency Projects:

Artist-in-Residence, Jacqui Gordon

This year the Museum welcomed artist-in-residence Jacqui Gordon. Jacqui
is a socially engaged artist and community worker based on Boonwurrung
and Woiwurrung lands. Using a combination of performance, sculpture,
text and video, her arts practice explores stories of labour through the lens
of gender and the working class of the western suburbs.

During her residency at the Museum, Jacqui explored the history of the
Cheetham wetlands and, in particular, “salt” as a medium to examine vari-
ous themes, including trade, landscape, preservation, and erosion. Her
research has delved into the salted histories that have included Australian
culture and nationalism, with resulting work aiming to engage audiences
through making and cooking techniques that employ salt as a common
thread.

Artist-in-residence, Jacqui Gordon.
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Cover of the book, ‘Knocking The Top Off’, by Alex Ettling & lain Mcintyre.

Research and Research Services (continued)

‘Knocking The Top Off: A People’s History of Alcohol
in Australia’ - Alex Ettling

Alex Ettling, a community representative at the Museum, successfully co-edited
and launched a new book with Dr. Iain McIntyre that utilised the resources of
the Museum to bring to light important local history, particularly a chapter on
George Seelaf, a notable figure in the western suburbs.

Titled ‘Knocking The Top Off: A People’s History of Alcohol in Australia; the
book examines the evolving role of alcohol in Australia’s social and economic
life from colonisation to the present. This richly illustrated volume highlights
how drinking practices have been shaped by and have influenced changes in
class, gender, race, culture, and sexuality. Through contributions from over 20
authors, inlcuding Alex himself, the book offers a diverse range of histories and
memoirs that challenge outdated stereotypes and provide fresh perspectives on
alcohol’s role in Australian society.

Key sections of the book particularly relevant to the Museum’s audience include
new research on Italian migrant communities, maritime workers, the Women’s
Christian Temperance Union, and the local jazz and folk music scenes. The
book also features a chapter on contemporary work experiences at the Mel-
bourne Liquor Distribution Centre in Laverton.



Research and Research Services (confinued)

‘The Hummingbird Effect’
- Kate Mildenhall

Author Kate Mildenhall received support and resources from the Museum
when researching the history of Angliss Meatworks, which culminated in
the publication of “The Hummingbird Effect. The book, which explores the
rich industrial heritage of Melbourne’s west, was launched on October 28,
2023, at the Sun Bookshop in Yarraville.

“Kate Mildenhall is an author, writing teacher and podcaster. Her debut
novel ‘Skylarking’ was longlisted for Debut Fiction in the 2017 Indie Book
Awards and the 2017 Voss Literary Prize. Her second novel, “The Mother
Fault’, was longlisted for the 2021 ABIA General Fiction Book of the Year and
shortlisted for the 2021 Aurealis Science Fiction Novel of the Year. Her latest
novel is “The Hummingbird Effect’, shortlisted for the 2024 ABIA Literary
Fiction Book of the Year and longlisted for the 2024 Stella Prize and the 2024
Indie Book Awards for Fiction.”

(Simon and Schuster Publishing)

Cover of the book, The Hummingbird Effect, by Kate Mildenhall.

Melbourne’s Living Museum of the West Annual Report July 2023 - June 2024 page



Lloyd O’Hanlon and a team from the Royal Botanical Gardens
collecting seed and taking core samples for carbon dating from
remnant pre-European Cypress trees at the ADI site in Maribyrnong.

Research and Research Services (continued)
Preservation and Interpretation

Environmental Advocacy - Saving remnant trees

Over the past two years, Lloyd O'Hanlon, a horticulturalist at the Royal Botanic
Gardens Victoria, has led a significant effort to restore the threatened population
of remnant White Cypress Pine Trees (Callitris Glaucophylla) in the Maribyrnong
Valley and surrounding areas. The last of these remnant pre-European cypress trees
on the Department of Defence site at Cordite Avenue, Maribyrnong, previously
lacked formal protection.

The Museum actively supported Lloyd’s research by providing access to information
and data from its collection, and collaborating with him on this important conserva-
tion work. With the Museumss assistance, Lloyd successfully advocated for the
Department of Defence to support this effort, engaging dendrochronologists from
the University of Melbourne and carbon dating experts from UNSW to accurately
date the trees and gain a better understanding of their genetics.

As a result of these efforts, offspring trees have been planted in various locations to
honour the memory of the late Peter Haffenden. The final sapling will be planted at
the Museum’s home in Pipemakers Park, a tribute to Peter’s love of the region.

This initiative has also led to the Museum’s participation in a carbon dating tour

of the Defence site, supported by the local Federal MP for Fraser, Daniel Mullino.
Led by the Department of Defence, this tour offered insights into the age and
significance of the trees, which have now been added to the National Trusts Register
of Significant Trees.

The Museum also provided research and assistance to the Inner West Branch of the
National Trust for an article published in The National Trust News, focusing on the
significance of local heritage trees.



Clockwise from top left; Olwen Ford and the Museum team during a
site visit with Council explain the historic significance of the Top Fac-
tory; ‘the Tattslotto Club’ and ‘Caution’ remnant hand-made signage
at the factory made by Hume Pipeworkers.

Research and Research Services (confinued)

Pipemakers Park - Top Factory

The Museum has actively participated in local research and advocacy as members of
the Maribyrnong Heritage Advisory Committee. Through our involvement with the
Committee, the Museum has played a role in facilitating discussions and advocacy ef-
forts to ensure the development of a Conservation Management Plan for Pipemakers
Park ahead of the creation of a broader Master Plan for the area. Museum staff have
also contributed essential feedback on Maribyrnong City Council’s proposed heritage
strategy.

In 2023, Museum President Kerrie Poliness and Museum associate Olwen Ford were
engaged by Maribyrnong Council to identify significant objects at the Top Factory
site in Pipemakers Park. Working alongside heritage consultant Gary Vines, they pro-
vided comprehensive feedback to Council, who also commissioned an independent
heritage assessment of the entire factory. Kerrie, Olwen and Gary were instrumental
in reviewing this report, leading to discussions on the need for proper conservation
and preservation measures. The Museum’s efforts have highlighted the site’s interna-
tional significance and the importance of safeguarding the Park’s industrial heritage
for future generations.

Pipemakers Park - Exeloo Public Art Commission

The Museum has continued its role as a vital cultural and artistic resource, providing
research and curatorial support for a new public art initiative led by Maribyrnong
Council. This project, currently in development, aims to install artwork wraps on
Exeloo toilet blocks in Pipemakers Park. The Museum’s involvement includes ad-
ministrative and curatorial support, contributing to its mission of supporting artistic
intervention that enhances the appeal and heritage of Pipemakers Park.
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Above: Microfiche and paper-based copies of the Footscray Advertiser
at Maribyrnong City Library. Images courtesy Pamela Mulready.

Right: The historic bluestone buildings in Pipemakers Park c 1870 when they
were used by Raleigh’s Meatworks. Joseph Raleigh’s ‘castle-style’ homestead

can be seen on the hill above the factory site.

Research and Research Services (confinued)

Footscray Advertiser Digitisation

The Maribyrnong City Council has initiated the digitisation of early editions of the
Footscray Advertiser (1884-1912), adding 28 years of content to the National Li-
brary’s Trove collection. Over the past year, Pamela Mulready, then member of the
Museum’s Committee of Management, has been instrumental in advocating for this
initiative, facilitating collaboration between key institutions.

The Museum has also supported the ongoing digitisation of the Footscray Advertiser,
an effort that will eventually make the historic newspaper accessible online, preserv-
ing a vital record of Footscray’s social, political, and cultural history.




Marketing Report

Marketing and Outreach

This year, we expanded our social media efforts to reach a broader
audience. By regularly updating Instagram Stories with event, exhibi-
tion, and public program highlights, we have successfully increased
engagement and visibility. We have also focused on developing an en-
gaging and creative online presence, using Instagram to share updates
on exhibition programming at the Library and to showcase key pieces
from the Museum’s collection.

Instagram and our website have proven effective in promoting events
and facilitating bookings through direct links. Moving forward, we
plan to continue developing our presence of social media, particularly
for sharing event information and driving more traffic to both our
website and in-person events.

Additionally, the Museum has managed to extend its local and re-

h:ﬂﬁ:me’s Living Mugm of the West G o gional reach through media appearances, including a feature of the
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Marketing Report (continued)

liwingmuseurmwest

livingmuseurmwest Friday highlight from our Libe
Ford's thesis published in 1983,

BIw

Offline Publicity

BELOW: Through our partnership with Maribyrnong Library, we have gained valuable
advertising space within the Library’s foyer. This has allowed us to prominently
display Museum posters and banners promoting our program and exhibitions.
Our Museum exhibitions are also now viewable in the Library’s large commu-
nity room outside Museum hours, further extending our reach.

FAMILY,

To enhance our visibility, our team has distributed posters and flyers through-
QY out the Library, Museum offices and other key locations to promote our public
D T — programs. These materials feature QR codes that direct users to relevant web

14 Juty 2023 pages, providing an accessible link to the Museum’s programs. This physical
promotional material has been valuable in helping us to reach audiences who
may not engage online, or may not have internet access.

Website
Monthly history Momthly history
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Top: The Museum produced its first newsletter in many years, in
June 2024. Right: Liz Minter wrote an article about the exhibi-
tion ‘Logic of Logistics’ and the work of Peter Haffenden for
‘The Westsider’.

Marketing Report (continued)

Newsletter

As the first activity in a comprehensive review of all the contacts on our database, we
returned to creating a newsletter, in a new look format. We sent out the first issue in
June 2024, with the second to follow at the end of 2024. The response was terrific,
with a good email opening rate and some great feedback from subscribers.

THE
ESTSI“E' CULTURE = ERVIRONEENT ~ FOOD & DRINK -~ UFESTVLE

hmpions of the West - Living Museum of the
West: Peter Haffenden




Top, audience, including delegates from the Korean Government and
below guest speakers at the launch of new signage in support of the
‘Yes’ Referendum camapign at the Quang Minh Temple in Braybrook.

Finance Report

Finance Committee Report 2023-2024

In August 2023 the Museum engaged accountancy firm, ‘By The Numbers, to provide
ongoing advice and assistance with bookkeeping, Xero software, lodgement of Business
Activity Statements, and payment of Superannuation for Museum staff.

The independent accounting firm, Lowensteins Arts Management, has prepared the
Museum’s Finance Report for 2023-2024 (see pages 53-58).

The aggregate annual operating result for the Museum for 2023/2024 was a net operating
surplus of $3,403 with Income of $75,045, and Expenditure of $71,642.

In March 2024, the Museum invested $40,000 of reserve funds in a term deposit account
with Bendigo Bank. Although at the end of the financial year the interest had not been
reviewed, the investment accrued $743.17 interest in the first 6 months which was rein-
vested with the principal amount of $40,000 for a second six-month period in September
2024.

The Museum completed the FY with $178K in Assets, offset by grants yet to be expended
totalling $95K. The unexpended grants are for completion of the refurbishment and up-

grade of the Visitor Centre at Pipemakers Park.

Grants received during the reporting period total $61,500. These funds include a $40,000
(+gst) core operational grant from Maribyrnong City Council.

At the date of the AGM, Cash Assets are sufficient to cover all known liabilities.



View of Melbourne’s skyline from above Jacks Magazine
in the ‘Edgewater Estate’ in Maribyrnong.

Finance Committee Report 2023-2024 (continued)

Triennial Funding

We were successful in our application to the City of Maribyrnong for a second term

of Triennial Arts funding and received an increase in our base operational grant from
$12,000 to $40,000. We are incredibly grateful for the ongoing stability that this funding
provides.

Core funding helps the Museum to continue to employ staff to maintain consistent
opening hours, increase engagement, provide people with adequate research services
and develop better systems for our archive and office space.The increase to core funding
has enabled us to create, recruit and employ two new roles — an Operations Co-ordina-
tor and a Capacity Building Lead. These two roles work together to deliver the Strategic
Plan, coordinate the volunteer program and raise additional funds for core operations
and projects. Our objective is to increase paid staff hours to achieve the Museum’s mis-
sion.

Fundraising - Government, Philanthropy and Private Giving

Beginning with our existing Strategic Plan, we have created a funding schedule of grant
applications to be submitted. We have been working hard on designing projects that
can meet our strategic intentions while connecting the Museum with community and
reaching new audiences. In conjunction with our planned 40th birthday celebration
and return to a newly refurbished Visitor Centre in 2025, we are initiating a Private
Giving program.
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Pram parking

| =

Throughout 2023-2024 the
Museum had access to ‘Meeting
Room 1’ at the Library on
Fridays and would set up dis-
plays for the general public.

A new arrangement with Coun-
cil will allow displays by the
Museum to be set-up for more
extended hours.




