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TORETIORD

It gives me great pleasure to write
edi t ion of  t { i l l ianstown High School 's

the foreword for this special
75th Anniversary ' |HIGH TIDE".

My association with the schoor dates back to 19g1, when my daughter
attended the school; and r was a member of the parent and Teacher
Assoc iat ion , and later on school cotrnc il .

During that t ime r have witnessed the school undergo a series of
important changes . In particular, Will iamstonrn High has made agenuine attempt to open up decision-making to teachers, parents and
students. For example, working together, parents, teachers and
studenLs have changed assessment and curriculum policies in ways
which both challenge students and meet their needs. The school,s
retent ion rate has been one of  the real  successes, cater ing for
students and upholding the bel ief  that ' raccess and success,,  a_e twin
educat ional  goals.

S ince I have core to l ive in Will i  amstorrrn , 
"Dd 

become the Local
Member, I have realised how important Will iamstonn High School is, aspart of the local commurrity of Will iamstown and its lnvirons. This
was particularly hiehliehted at the Seventy Fifth Anniversary
funct ions in March of this year , when many , .many trundreds of
ex-students and teachers celebrated the occasion.

The challenges now facing the school include the inplementation of
the VCE and extencling co-operative learning arrangements with ot6er
local  schools to provide a fu l l  range of  curr iculum offer ings.  I  am
conf ident that ,  wi th the cont inuing support  of  i ts  community,
[ { i l l iamstown Hieh r . r i11 meeL these chal lenges.

I  extend my best wishes to al l  for  a successful  future baser j  on the
f ine achievements of  the pasL.

PREI.IIER OF

KIRNER.  } t .L .A .

November 1990.
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PRESIDENTI$ ADDRESS

It is a great honour to be asked to
write this piece for the 75th
Anniversary "High Tide". The triunph
of the rcentre-piecer of the 75th
celebrations, that wonderful weekend in
!{arch, oay now be just a nemory. It is
to be hoped that these memories, so
strongly stirred, wil1 l ive on in this
publ icat ion.

fn .my speech to those of you who came
to our anniversary dinner, I spoke of
the ttamazittg nostalgiat'and expressed
my wish that everyone should "feel free
to indulge themselvesr in that great
feeling. I think I can safely say that
this happened. It was indeed a
splendid nieht. Williamstown Town Hall
was crowded with friends and steeped in
memories of bygone days.

Seventy-five years as a school on the
ssrns site and with some of the original
one hundred and twenty three year
bui ld ings st i l l  in use is,  indeed, f l r
outstanding achievement. More than
three generati-ons of students have
passed through our doors. Those of you
who were present on either the Saturday
or Sunday wil l agree with me. It was a
great f eel-ing to be back in the
schoolgrounds. Our souvenir  t ies,
glasses and teatowels were eagerly
sought, Trading was indeed brisk !
Anid a rapidly changing world and a
wearisome Victorian scene ' it was
lovely to return to the safety and
secur i ty of  our school  days albei t
ever so br ief ly.  I  wonder to what
extent we look at those days through
I rose-coloured'  g lasses ? I t  was
certainly a st i f f  test  for  the menory:
I 'Was that wooarl actua-lly in my form?"

"Did that  person real ly teach ne
i' iarlrs?tt r 'Can uhese uen be the ones I
f l i r ted  w i th  in  Sc ience?"  ' fDo I  look

as old as her ? fr Oh, how I could go on
and on  I I

The planning and organization of a
Reunion, such as we sard last March,
i-nvolves a tremendous amount of work.
A very hard-working comittee spent
Dany hours at  their  task.  A special
mention must be made of t-he incredible
work done by Iris Whitehurst [nee
Webb | , our committee Cha irman , -*ithout
whom, the weekend would not have run so
smoothly nor so successfully. The
spectacle of the weekend functions rdas
almost entirely due to her sterl ing
efforts.  Thank you Ir is,  most
si-ncerely ! !

It could be said that our school is 'f at
the crossroads". Whilst we look back
on seventy-five years of learning; and
reflect on the fond friendships and
achievements gained r ee precipitate
aspirat ions for  the future.  Our past,
present and future should certainly
envelop us in feel ings of  wel l -being'
integr i ty and sat isfact ion.

The pride we all uust feel for our old
school is a wonderful feeling; and
those who were present in March, I fm
sure,  wi l l  agree with me: t 'They were
Greit Days and llappy days . . ! ! rr

Yours most s incerely,

HEATHER RUSSEI,L.

I P r e s i d e n L l .
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'The Best School of Al1".
nave been used to
schools. Such frequent

PRINCIPAIIS REPORT

These words
describe many

reduce the phrase to the
cl iche.

usage can
status of  a

However, I am confident that it has
heartfelt neaning to the majority of
students and staff who have been part
of our great school.

tJilliamstor*n High School has beeu a
site for the education of young people
since 1867, It is stimulating to try to
place our beginnings into the context
of  t {h i te Austral ian History.

At the t ime of  the school 's incept ion,
Aus tralia as a nation, hras less than
f i f teen years old.  Within weeks of  the
school commencing, the i l l-fated
landing of the ANZACS took place at
Gal l ipol i .  Our f i rst  students would
have been caught up in the national
pr ide that th is event created.

I ndeed, our school colours were derived
from the admirat ion for  "brave l i t t le
Eelgium" in the face of  enemy at tack.

Since those ear ly years,  our school  has
served the needs of thousands of
st udents, many of whom went on t<r
h igher education and distinguished
( - : l r e e r s ,

{s one of the oldest secondary schools
i  n the state,  and located in the
hestern subtrrbs,  the school  provided an
t'duca [ional opportunity for many

tri ldren whose forebears had been
, lenied al l  t rut  a basic educat ion.

As the current Pr incipal ,  T am
"r t remely proud of  being part  of  the
\ery r ich tradi t ion. I  have been able
t o $enge A Stroilg identif icat-ion witlr
l i i l ly  Hieh that spans many generat ions.

The sctrool continues Lo uphold basic
communi ty  s tandards .  ln  par t i cu- la r ,  i t

1s concerned about striving for
excellence, attempting to provide
students with skil ls and attitudes that
are relevant to the ti_mes r zls well as
care and consideration for others, and
co-operation between the school and its
wider conmunity.

I can say wi-thout fear of challenge
that the school has taken many
courageous steps during the last decade
in order to adapt our teaching and
learning styles for children who wil l
spend the majority of their l ives in
the 21st century.

These efforts have been widely used as
a nodel  by schools across the state,

What makes our school unugual, compared
to most, is that change has been
nanaged from a solid base of tradition.

I have been constantly amazed by the
depLh and breadrh of this rradition.
It is very hard to measure it. In deed
i t  has a k ind of  metaphysical  properLy.

Throughout the histor ic celebrat ions of
the 75th Anniversary, w€ have seen part

of  that  col lect ive,  seemingly
intangible synbol mill ions of
memories- that  go to make Wil l i  High-
for us- the best school  of  a l l  today,
yesterday and for the past 75 years.

And what of tomorrow ? I €rm certain
that Hi l l iamstown Hieh School  wi l l
continue to meet the many challenges
ttrat  1 ie ahead; and contr ibute great ly
to the overall development and success
of educat ion in Victor ia.

LLOYD JONES.
TPRrNcrtALl .
November 1990.
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THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF W.H.S.
By L.T.

NIay 18th, 1921-the reddesi oi al l  red-letter days at w.H.S.

It was not unti l the students. had assembled and a guard of honor
had been formed by our senior ca'dets that Sir Atexandii P.".o.k. the
ltrinister of Education, arrived. accompanied b-v* J,Ir. Tate. Director of
Education, and a nuru-ber of other officials.

After some pre-liSninary remarks _u_pon th. advantages gained by
the establ ishment of  FI igh Schools in Victor ia,  Sir  Alexindei 'gave thl
s ignal  for  the Union Jack to be unfur lecl ,  at  the same t ime declar ing
the Will iamstown High School to be officially opened.

Three ringing cheers rent the air, and with proud hearts we enthusi-
astically sllg that g_rand song, known and loved by all High School
students.  "The Best School  of  Al l . "

The remaining speeches were Uel ivered. the speakers dwel l ing on
the need for greater accommodat ion,  and, above al l ,  for  the addi t ion
to our school  bui id ing of  a large assembly hal l .  A report  rvas then read
of the splendic l  scholast ic and su' imming achievements of  the last  s ix
vears, and afterwards a few songs were renclered by our school choir.

Upon the concl t rs ion of  the Nat ional  Anthem we dispersed to conduct
our visit_ors over the school. Assuredly the famous Chemistry room,
made attractive by the appearance of shining apparatus and the action of
spectacular experiments, deserved to be inspected first, while the Physics
room, hardly less important, was thronged by enthusiasts who sought
to init iate their parents into the mysteries of various scientif ic experi-
ments.  I leanwhi le.  the commercial  students displayed the glor ies ol
D form-room. which enjoyed the closest at tent ion,  especial ly by those
parents who aspire to have their  chi ldren shining l ights in the wor ld oi
commerce. The ugly pavil ions were viewed from without by dismayecr
mothers. horror-sti i i t<en that anyone should be forced to work in sirch
cheer less abodes throughout the dismal winter.

Then ottt to the sports field, where the junior footballers and the
gir ls '  basket bal l  teams gave exhibi t ions of  their  ski l l ,  and where many
tales lvere related of hcl',v the occasional defeats of the former are alwavs
more than balanced by the glor ious v ictor ies of  the lat ter .

Soon-too soon-as lengthening shadows proclaimed that ev'ening
lvas drawing near, rve reluctantly wended our way homewarde" bewailing
the fact  that  the af ternoon had closed, and one and al l  prepared, for
many weeks afterwards, to launch forth, at the slighlest eniouragement,
into a thr i l l ing descr ipt ion of  the opening of  "The Best School  of  Al l . "



A SCHOOL OF CHANGE
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OUR NEW SCHOOL.
Lately a crowd of men have been in-

vading our seat of learning. We eouid
not guess who they were until they took
off their jackets and started to tat<e
Room 13 for a ride near the Cookeiy
Centre. Then we found out they *."L
qoping to . make Tflilliamstown High
School into the second, largest Hi;h
School in Victoria. Neir t[e Cvpfrrs
trees in the boys' yard was gathbred
the largest crowd, as the men were mix-
ing mortar. Rooms 18 and 14 were
placed on wheels and taken around near
the caretaker's sanctum. No longer
will we sit in Room 14 on a freezing
morning without a fire. No longer wii-t
the boys complain of havine to slut itre
door. With the new brick buildings
going ahead things look rosy as far is
lessons are concerned. Aithoush we
gain in one direction we lose il an-
other, i.e., our new buildings and the
tennis courts will cost us a fot of play-
ing grounds, and our good tooiUatt
ground will disappear. Still, we will
have a fine new school and something
of which we can be proud.

B. Mountford, DB.

O U R  N E W  C O O I ( E R Y  C E N T R E .
i,lt(h
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VALE TH E DRILL HALL

With  the  demol i t ion  o f  the  Dr i l l  Ha l l  so  tu rned a
page in  the  ear ly  h is to ry  o f ,  no t  on ly  the  R.A.N. ,  bu t
a lso  o f  o ld  Wi l l iamstown.

The o ld  Dr i l l  Ha l l  had exper ienced the  so l id
tramping of  naval  boots,  the c lear r ing of  naut ical
commands,  the  shr i l l  ca l l  o f  a  boatswa in 's  p ipe  and
the rais ing of  the colours for  near ly two generat ions.
Many loca l  res idents  have memor ies  o f  the  Dr i l l  Ha l l
funct ioning at  i ts  peak of  ef f ic iency and in lat ter
years,  unknown to many, i t  was classi f ied 'D'  by the
Nat ional  Trust .

Or ig ina l l y  bu i l t  in  1886,  near  the  Nava l
Dockyard,  the Dr i l l  Hal l  served as a gunnery school
for  the Victor ian Navy, the power of  which in those
days centred around the ships Cerebus and Nelson.
Both ships rarely put to sea but their  mere presence
heralded an air  of  wel l -being to the local  people.

l n  1 9 1 6  t h e  D r i l l  H a l l  w a s  d i s m a n t l e d  a n d  t h e
mater ia ls t ransported to the Pasco St.  s i te.  Each piece
of  t imber  f rom the  or ig ina l  bu i ld ing  was numbered
according to posi t ion and direct ion and by 1924 the
bu i ld ing  was sh ip -shape and become known as  H.M. -
A.S.  LONSDALE l l .  L ike  a l l  shore-based es tab l i sh-
ments LONSDALE l l  presented a guard box at  the
main entrance, a quarterdeck, a middle deck, focsle,
gal ley and a wardroom complete wi th cel lar  in the
f loor.

Wi th  the  advent  o f  Wor ld  War  l l  the  Dr i l l  Ha l l
assumed a new air  of  ef f ic iency.  Around the dr i l l  yard
sprang up  a  sh ip 's  hosp i ta l ,  seamens 'ga l ley ,  mess
decks ,  and C.P.O. 's  l i v ing  quar te rs  and mess .  l t  be-
came the Distr ict  Depot for  the Naval  Reserve and for

AS IT WAS

many locals i t  was a temporary home before they
were drafted to sea.

After the war Naval  Dockyard Pol ice and cadets
f rom T.S. -VOYAGER used the  bu i ld ing  and,  a  l i t t le
over a decade ago, the Educat ion Department assu-
med control  f rom the Navy.

The bui ld ing,  cover ing an area of  176'  x 72' ,
exhibi ted many f ine and dist inct  character ist ics.  The
oregon beams had a s ingle span varying between 60'
and 90'  and, as such, were the largest s ingle length
spans ever brought into the country.  The port  s ide
presented gun ports which opened out for  the runn'
ing of  guns, whi le the f loor boards were New Zealand
Kauri  of  two inch thickness.

On the quarterdeck there once stood a torpedo
of f  the  heavy  c ru iser  H.M.A.S.  SYDNEY,  the  whee l
of  the Cerebus, and a bel l  f rom the Oueensland
gunboat GAYUNDAH which was str ipped down in
Wil l iamstown at  the turn of  the century.

However, history gives way to progress and this
year the Dr i l l  Hal l  was demol ished to make way for a
modern mult i -purpose Assembly Hal l .

Though the quarterdeck has been saluted for the
last  t ime, the colours wi l l  cont inue to be raised. For
the splendid for ty feet  h igh f lag staf f  st i l l  remains and
at present Naval  Dockyard employees are renovat ing
the staf f  to fu l l  r ig so that i t  may be used again.

in memory of days gone by.
D E N N I S . J .  N I L S O N

staf f  1970
W . H . S .

HIGH T IDB 1915-1990
8 .



This  ear ly  photograph shou ld  be  o f  par t i cu la r  in te res t  ro  any  readers
who were  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  ear ly  days  o f  Wi l l iamstown H igh  Schoo l .  The
photograph was made avai lable to us,  through Cr.  L.  Parker,  by tvtrs.  R. F.  Tay-
lo r , .o f  -Bend igo .  l t  i s  no tewor thy  tha t  Mr .  Ger i ty  was  the  founder  and pr in -
c ipa l  o f  S / i l l i amstown Grammar  Schoo l  and tha t  he  cont inued as  a  teacher  fo r
m,any  years  a f te r  i t s  convers ion  to  Wi l l iamstown H igh  Schoo l .  Mr .  F .  Johnson,
who was an  honoured gues t  a t  las t  year 's  Jub i lee  ce lebra t ions ,  was  the  f i rs t
Head Master  o f  Wi l l iamstown H igh  Schoo l .

STAFF OF WILLIAMSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL I9I8
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Back row ( le f t  to  r igh t ) :  Mr .  L .  M i l la r ,  M iss  H.  Wcst ,  Mr .  D .  Ger i ty ,  Mr .  F .  Johnson,  Mr .  fack
( S l o y d  T e a c h e r ) ,  M i s s  C .  H u n t e r  ( M r s .  R .  F .  T a y l o r ) ,  M r .  R .  C o l m a n .

Front  row: :  M iss  F .  Swan,  Miss  M.  Deehan,  Miss  Carson,  Miss  Dor is  McCrae,  Miss  H.  McGarv in .
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AN HI$TORICAT RECORD
There has been a Secondary School in
the current location of Willianstown
High School since 1867. In June 1867 a
part of the present site was reserved
under the trusteeship of the Borough
Council. As recorded in 1875 : r 'The

site was acquired as a result of
taxpayers I opinion that such a school
would robviate the necessity AND
expense of sending children to
llelbourne to obtain a superior
educatiodf. SUPERIOR and EXCETLENT it
Eas Seen ana will continue to be.

In July , L867, Williamstown Grammar
School opened. The original building
sti l l  stands today; with the facade
being classified by the National Trust
of Australia. The cost of this
building was eieht hundred and seventy
pounds, rineteen shil_lings and
tuppence. The history of the school
between its inception and the eventful
and eventual take-over by the
government begs description.

Suff ice to say,  i t  was, and wi l l
continue to be, a fine school; and
"Ieading l ight' in the Hestern Suburbs.
The school was a private, fee-paying
institution; and by IB74 parents
preferred to send their children to the
free State Schools. Prior to 1897 the
school closed and re-opened several
t imes.  In  1897 D.  F .  Ger i ty  took  over
as headmaster and the school remained
in operation unti l 1914, when the
I leal th Of f  icer for  Victor ia,  Dr .  H.
Mclean, reported in February to the
I{illiamstown Council that the buildings
hrere unf it for occupat ion. Af ter an
inspection by Sir Alexander Peacock,
Minister for  Publ ic Instruct ion,
arrangements were made to place the
school in the hands of the Education
Department for renovation and ttre
opening of  the f i rst  Distr icr  High
School in the West.

The official examination of the Grammar
School buildings took place on the 27Lh
June, 1914. The old bui ld ing wi  th i ts
ornamented facade was reroofed and
refurbished under the supervision of
the chief  archi tect  f rom t t re publ ic

l {orks '  Department.  The or ig, inal

building was left as originally sited.
Plans reere drawn up to add to its sides
by placing two pre-fabricated
buildings, as a temporary measure r so
that it would be ready for occupation
around August or Septenber of that
year. Design for the permanent
buildings included a new structure
abutting the Pasco Street frontage to
create the quadrangle.

On 4th Novenber, 1914 a proclamation of
the land as a site for a Hieh School
was published in the Victorian
Government Gazette.

The Inauguration of Will iamstown Hieh
School took place on llarch 27 th, 1915 .
The first departnental Headnaster,
F.  W. Johnson, or ig inal ly suggested a
llotto of ' iDON'T DRIFT'| : presumably
because so many pupils tended to drift
away from their education at an early
stage. However,  noted Director of
Education, Frank Tate, r€commended the
uore positive version: | 'HOLD FASTil .
All of ttr is was at the tine of the
First World War when Germany had
invaded Belgiun. The All ies held
Belgium in great respect and sympathy.
The design of the school enblen and
f lag ref lect  th is:  Red, yel low and
black are the colours of the Belgian
f lag .

The records of ttre Official Opening of
the school ,  by Sir  Alexander peacock,
show that it took place on 15th Mry,
192L. At this function ttre address was
given by the Director of  Educat ion for
Victor ia,  Mr.  Frank Tate .  Cur iously
enough, various extensions to the
buildings over the years were not
of f ic ia l ly  opened. The next of f ic ia l
opening in L972 was undertaken by Mr.
F.  H. Brookes, who was at  the t ime the
Director-General  of  Educat ion.

In L93g a sirrgle-storey building uas
added in front of the original
tl i l l iamstown Grammar Sctrool Buildirrg.
In 1945 the Advisory Council placed on
record  i t s  apprec ia t ion  o f  Hr .  J .
Lenmon, l . l .  L.  A.  for  h is successful-
effort-s in arranging for the erection
of s ix addi t ional  c lassroons at  a cost



of eight thousand eight hundred and
f ifty pounds. A further brick
extension of two storeys was added in
I  9 4 8 .

The next additions rlere a two storey
science, art  and social  sciences block,
together with a r€H maauaf craft wing,
bt:re completed in July, 1969.

i'or years the Departnent of the Navy
g,enerally allowed the school to use the
\aval Dril l  HaIl in pasco Street for
Lssenbl ies.  Then in 1961, th is
p roperty rras purchased by the Education
)epartment. Thanks to the untiring
r f forts of the parents r and Citizens'
{ssociat ionr vsr ious conni t tees,  as
rell as a State Government subsidy, a
su! in excess of  $f f3,  ooo was raised to
enable the construction of ttre Assenbly
ilall/Gynnasiun wtrich was opened free of
,Jebt in 1972. pr ior  to the denol i t ion
of the Dril l  Hall, this area and nearby
buildings had been used as temporary
r lassroou from as far back as 1957.
tlespite deplorable conditions there,
t hese buildings provided vital
accommodation during the construction
,r [  the School  Science/Craft  wing.

A serious setback occurred when part of
the original building was destroyed by
I  i  re on 14th February,  1970. Four
<- lassrooms and the Male Staffroom were
destroyed. This resulted in the
re-occupation of the sub-standard rooms
at the Dril1 Hall for another year
rlu r ing rebuilding operat ions . On 27 th
larch, 1980 the most recent addi t ion to
ihe school was opened by the Governor
o f Victoria, Sir Henry t{inneke : the
f agnonuoalth C.over,,men t Library and
Hunanit ies Block.  I t  is  ever so
rnteresting to note that the pot-holed
Pasco Street, surface was conpletely dug
up and uacadauised shortly before that.
date. This couplex has provided
ercellent educational resources; and
ril l  continue to do so for nany years
t  o come. The cost in excess of  $ lm was
provided largely by a federal grant.
Another couple of building developments
include the extensions to the what used
lo be the Gir l  prefects pavi l ion.  This
ras refurbished by parents in l9g2;
t hen an extension funcled by the
ir isadvantaged Schools 'progam took place

in 1986. The complex now forms the
extremely well used ilparents'
Pavilion". There has also been the
construction of a ilTalking Books" room
in the library complex.

In 1975 the National Trust gave the
school the distinction of a 'rDrr
classif i-cation not for the entire
school; but for the facade to the
quadrangle building, which is the
surviving rennant of the original
building dating back L23 years

Many former Williamstorsn High School
.students have achieved high
distinctions in professional and public
life. One such person who 1ooki back
with pride, affection and gratitude for
the years he spent at the school was
Group Cpt. George Thompson, Hon.
Surgeon to Her llajesty, eueen Elizabeth
11. Another notable ex-student was
Rear Adniral llussared, further
cementing the close links the school
has always had nith the navy and the
sea. Others have been hiehly
successful in other f ields . llr. Ron
Reed became the Departments Director of
Secondary Education. llr. Alex Coultard
became Secretary to the premier's
Department. l{r. Albert Booth was
Director General of the Departnent of
Social Welfare. llr. George Brett was a
ltaster of the Supreme Court of
Victoria . llr. G. R. Thoms rdas a
leading llelbourne gynaecologist . l lr.
Alan Hird was a senior officer in the
Education Department. Rev. H. Faichney
was the lloderator of the presbyterian
Church of Australia. Mr Noel t{ilby was
a Chief Comissioner of pol ice,
Professor Brian Grieve, [University of
Perth] who was a.lso a Rhodes Scholar,
llr. Frank Cahill rdas the Chief
Electoral Of f  icer for Victoria. l l r .
Gordon Thonpson was the Director of The
l{ational Gallery of Victoria. ltr.
Arthur Gardner was Chairnan of the
Victorian Public Service Board. AND
many, many others

The school has always been superbly
represented in other areas r such as
sport. Anong them must be Lesley
Thompson, former Australian Diving
Champion. Cricketers, George and Jim
Thoms r George Meikle, Len
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ltaddocks, George Tribe, Ken Ueulenan and
Alan Hurst are but a few from a long
list of creditable performers. Bruce
Davies and Alan Hird have had
distinguished football careers.

In fact three ex-students were torch
bearers at the 1956 llelbourne Olyupics;
while a further two, Dave Stephens and
Les Percy, rdere coupetitors . Records
show that badninton and La crosse were
other sports at which n€rny former
students excelled exceedingly well.

Distinguished former meubers of staff
in terms of sporting fame include Bill
t{oodfull and F. H. Brooks.

Between the 197Os and llarch 1990
Williamstor*n High has undergone many
changes not so nuch as the
interesting but cold-hearted physical
ones but those of greater human and
educational sienificance. In this
historic 75th Anniversary Year,
knowledge and acknowledgement rfmust be
paid" to the great institution of
I{illianstonn High School. The
students, staff, parents and community
representatives enbarked on a massive
evaluation of the school's curriculum

and assessment pol icies in 1982. I t
has now becone inter:nally renowned as
ttThe Lorne Conference'r. l{any changes
occurred as a result of the extensive
work leading up to, during and after
that conference. t{illiamstonn High
virtually reasserted itself as not only
the pioneer of modern secondary
education in the western suburbs of
tlelbourne [as it did in 1915 or even
by osmosis in 18671; but also made way
for it to be widely recognised as one
of the few schools ready, willing and
very able to introduce teaching and
learning practi-ces now universally
accepted in Victoria. I t  is not
surprising that the school is currently
one of the few schools which has
comprehensively piloted the processes
and subjects comonly known as the 'neu

VCE" . The school is, thus, continuing
to reflect on its past and present; and
ever more so willing to gear itself up
for the future needs of students,
parents and comunity. Let I s see Willy
High live on; and continue to be: t'The

Best  School  of  A11".
[n0. note: Thanks for the contents of
this article go to a number of
recorders, including past Principal
Alan Fagan, over the past 123 yearsl

Official reopening of Hith School l!l22

t - r
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IISKIPPING CLAS$E$ IN THE 2O'S''
ft iss Phyll is l lall, a l i felong resident
of Willianstown and former student of
Willianstown High School, has come to
our attention through the 75th
Anniversary Reunion of ex-students.

At the age of eighty, Miss Hall is an
active member of the community and
sti l l  keeps in contact with many old
school companions from her school days
between L922 and 1925.

Hiss Hall t s comments were very
interesting: taking us back to the
early days; and sharing both her
emotional and personal experiences.
She gave us an insight into what it
would have been like as a student in
t h e  1 9 2 O ' s

Miss l lall started her secondary
schooling at the age of eleven years
and four nonths. Irr the 192O I s an
education was not free: costing three
pounds four shil l ings per term, which
was why Miss [Iall, whose mother was a
widow, had to leave school early.

Jessie Ferguson attended the school

for three years, those being L922-24 '
She remembers that there were only a

few subjects offered: English '
History, French, Ari thnetic, Algebra'
Geography, Physics, Cooking for girls

and Woodwork for boYs.

Her recollections indicate that there
were onJ-y five other High schools
within any proxinity for students on
this side of the river. I{il lY Eigh
had four Sport Houses: Dingoes '
Koalas, Possttttrs and l{onbats.

One of her teachers was the famous
Austral ian cricket captain, Bi l l
Woodfull.

Recall ing a particular school day when
she decided not to stay at_ school,
half-way through lunchtine, Miss Hall
elected to take the rest of the day
off, without informing her parents or
teachers. Unknown to her, one of the
teachers lived across the road from the
school. She had only made it half-rday
out the school gate, when she came face
to face with this beloved English
teacher.

lf iss Hall was frozen solid with shock
and amazement. Her teacher's face and
stern remark are sti l l  remembered
today: 'r leaving school without
permission, Phyl l is  ? I  wi l l  see you
straight after school at three
o 'c lock .  "  A t  the  t ime,  i t  was
certainly not funny. But now she can
raise a smile in fond remenbrance.

Punishnents
detentions.

Each class
l ike: "Aim
Never l f l in".

included the straP and

in Ehe school had a notto
Eigh" and rrNever Venture

lls. Ferguson regularly sees friends
fron the school at St. Andrew' s
Uniting Church.

:-;he wished the school nell in its 75th
anniversary year.
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l,IR. BERT CREI,I,IN $PEAK$
llr. Bertran Crellin, rras one of the
earliest students who contacted the
school during its 75th. Anniversary;
and recalled schooldays in 1915. . . .
Cadets, uniform and strong doses of
discipline were an i-ntegral part of
school life. So, too, rdas a

positively shared fondness between the
school and the rCountry-like "
cowunity of llilliamstosn wetrl before
it $as united with the netropolis of
llelbourne by the t{estgate Bridge ' over
half a century later.

eclucation at Williamstown High School
in the first year of its operation, 1915.

_w

MR Bert Crellin, 87, began

Those old school days
BERT Crel l in, 87,
walked through the
gates at Williams-
town Hlgh School on
the first day of its
operation in 1915.
IIe remembers his
days there as though
they were yester-
day.

"Kids have lt easy
these days," he laughs.

" T h e r e ' s  n o  d i s c i -
pl ine. There is no iron
hand."

The person who most
stands out in the mind
of Mr Crel l ln ls hls for-

mer mathematics tutor
"of the type you don't
h a v e  a n y m o r e " ,  M r
Gerity.

"Mr Gerlty had re-
m a r k a b l e  k n o w l e d g e
and a knack of empart.
ing that knowledge on
to the students.

"He was also very
str ict.  He could write
something on the black-
board and hear some
student talklng or snlg-
g e r i n g  b e h i n d  h i m .
W h o o s h !  H e  w o u l d
throw a piece of chalk
and never miss the cul-
pri t .  He didn't  even
have to look."

Mr Crel l in bel ieves
students today have a
choice of more subjects
t h a n  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n
were given.

"We s tud ied the bn-
sics: mathematics, E;ig.
lish, French antl sport,"
he said.

"We wore a uniforrrr
of t ie, cap and pul lover
but dld not have to wear
a blazer.

"Kids were dlfferent
in those days. It was not
necessary to give so
m u c h  d i s c i p l i n e  a t
s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  y o u

would already be get-
t ing i t  at home, The
teachers did give the
s t r a p - t h a t l r e m e m -
ber."

it{r Crellin now be-
lieves school days are
the best of your l l fe.

"The kicls have got i t
made norv. It rvas the
case in my day that i f
.vour family had no
money. there was no
chance you could go to
university. Today, there
is assistance for that
type of thing. Young-
s t e r s  h a v e  m o r e
chances."

delieht how he , himself , once bosled
the esteemed Woodfull.

Larry Noye recalls events, unrelated to
the t{oodfull era; as he attended in the
ear ly 194O's.  He remembers " taking to
his heelsr ' ;  and ending up under a bed
at hone after giving cheek to a tough

"Chalkie" who chased hin after school.
[Ed. Note:  Have t imes real ly changed
all that much ? Bil l is a source of
mixed and honoured legendary f4ith. . .
out of which Australia as a nation grerd

and continues to develoP as a

meaningful neighbour in the world

conmunity and its international
environs.

Larry also recounted at the re-union in

March, the story of  another " toughie"
Mr.  Bradshaw, who gave his c lass the

choice of a detent ion or the cane .

Twenty two boys were sensible and
'r insensitive" enough Ior well-padded

enough! I to choose the latter ! !

THERE I5 A TEGEN

Long, ago, Bill tloodfull, noted
Austral ian Test cr icketer, was
Sportsmaster at our school. He loved
to play cricket with the boys out in
the school-yard.

One day in the early 2O's, he made such
a full-blqoded 'wAcK' thaf, the ball
ended up in the grounds of Willianstown
Hospital ! ! This was the stuff of
legend which remains to the present
day , That the llatron refused to return
the bal l  is of l i t t le historical merit
to people born and bred beYond the
illustrious bounds of Williamstown.
t'He did do i t saith all the
wauthoritiest' who gave counsel .

I{oodfull, a dienif ied caPtain of
Austral ia in the "Bodyl ine" series '  a
few years after his tuit ion at
Williamstowrr, is a source of many
special memories over the past sixty
odd years. f an Ctrmming , a retired
Associate Professor [Auckland
Universiryl , who recalls with twinkling



A DITTERNT TII,IE I{ITII THE PARKERS

The parker family have been in
ui l l iamstowrr s ince lg4o. Mr.  parker
f i r s t at rended t{illy High in 1922 ;
whil e Mrs . parker, in l926, Students
used to come from a very wide r€rnge of
suburbs because in those days there
were only seven high schools in
lr i c tor ia . I*Ialvern , Geelong and
Sunshine were some of the "far_flung,,
places mentioned as areas from which
s tudents  came.

Class  s izes  were  a lso  very  d i f fe ren t :

averaging 50 students per class. The
teachers rrere regarded as nmore
strict,' with punishnents including the
cane, detentions and pupils being sent
out of class. Uniform included hats
and gloves for the girls; and boys r
heads expanded under their caps

Mr. Woodfull used to hold some of his
detentions t i l l  6pm.

The Parkers stil l have contact with
ex-students; but to use their phrase:
nWe're in the age group where you lose
a friend every now and then.r'

HETTO AGAII{ PHYtilS I,IILIER & HORA ilURTON

"ri : i .L I S : I loved the school and hated
- + i 'r '  i  ng . I did think of being a
'*  i . 'her;  but  t -hen I  thought i t  would be
i  - r r t  of  work.  I f  I  had gone on to
' =' i " h i ng I am sure I would have been
: ' - i r p  s u c e e s s f u l  b e c a u s e  I  l i k e  m e e t i n g
r: j commusicatinF. with people. I endecl
:  ' . ( ) rk ing in the commercial  f ie ld.

r, ' t-{ ; l i . H. S . was years ahead of its
' - r . ' :  G i r l s  were  t rea ted  the  same as
'. ' . S and did Matbs and Science. They
* ' :e even given help af ter  school  by ny
:  - -bancl .  Now you read that gi r ls
- : .  r : l r l  be t reated the same but they
* '  . ( '  i n  the  2O's .  The Head pre fec t
:- E)' days was Harry Powell, r iho came

:  i  k  as  p r inc ipa l  and Lr ied  to  ge t  r id
:  thc  Houses .  He go t  le t te rs  f rom

i rc ' ,  London and America in protest  !

; ! : !  LLIS: We took t-he House r ivalry very

ser ious ly .

NOM: I remember when they decided to
place siblings in the same Ilouse to
stop the arguments at home ! They
weren I t allowed to talk to the boys . I
wasn't even allowed to speak to ny
brothers .  A new Head l . l is t ress,  Carmen
Strauton, gave us a simple talk when I
was in Form 5 : I 'Now gals, I don t t want
you to get into a train carriage rrrith a
man in i t .  "  That was i t :  that  was al l
she said ; and rde didn I t have sex
education in those days. t{e laughcd
ourse lves  s i l l y .

PHYLLIS: I fondly remember the sport
compet i t ions especial ly the
exper ience of  t ravel l ing by steam train
to places l ike Geelong. That was
fantast i -c.
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I,IARGARET BUR}IS AS REI,IE}IBERED BY TARRY IIOYE

One of our wonderful Senior llistresses
[1939 45] died just before Chrisrmas
1990 in her own her 9O's. Apart from
being known to her pupils for a strict
attitude, she met them in another
context at reunions between L973 and
1975 .

Boys who had been very wary of her
discipline were shocked to find that
she once chided a teacher, ttJacka"

Lovett, for strapping too hard.

In her later years, stre recalled a
particular radio session on a progr€rm
called "fleckle Hour" , f n those days,
radio progr€rms were as popular as any
current  T.  V.  soapie.  I t  was radio 's
heyday when farnilies listened, turned
off the radio and discussed the issues
over a cup of rrCocoaf' , a gane of cards
or other fani ly act ivi t ies. What's
more, community issues were debated at
all levels in the commtrni.ty. Two
students spoke on the program. A
dispute on the impact of the students'
views occurred between the tutoring
teacher, Miss Burns, aod the then
Headmaster, l{r. Richards . }tany years
later t'liss Burns was exonerated for her
strong stand in the ensuing conflict.

A man who went to t{HS as a boy of 9
became the Leader of  Victor ia 's \ ,4
Col leges of  Advanced EducaLion in 1978.
Mr.  Halstead's educat ion began at  North
Footscray State School- .  Recal l ing,
starting at high school at the tender
age of  9,  he bel ieves that i t  e/as
acf,trally too early. Secondary school
1 i fe requi  red a matur i  ty which he
didn' t have at that stage . It r:aught
up with him later when he had to repeat-
F 'o rm One.
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But, woe betide ronantic eyed students
coupling up after a school social, when
Miss Burns was around. She sent one
aspirant frRomeow back to l{illiamstown
from the tram terninus in Footscray.
She rdas also fair and soft when need
be; and even made an apology to the
writer bravely in front of the class.
It was a pure and simple: "apology to
Larry Noye".

One Mr. Maddocks from Newport, who
fathered no less than tr*o Australian
Test wicket-keepers,  recal ls how these
boys' characters rlere developed because
she invariably was "down on them like a
ton of brickst' and this comment was
uuch later passed on to her. Her
reply : f'Tell ltr. lladdocks I thank him
for his comments. ff

At the reunions, many a past st-udent
could not believe that such a
dininutive woman could have exercised
such power from her eight stone frame.

Quite some tfune before her passing she
wished me fond farewell: "l{e11 ,
goodnight,  dear.  ' t

I now wish her f'Bon voyage and thanks
from me and many other proteges. tr

PRESENTING I,IR. HARTIEY HALSTEAD.
I n  f a c t ,  h e
school  as a

returned to his prinary
16 year  o ld  t ra inee

teacher.  In 1939 he returned to I {HS as
a sc ience teacher .  Over  the  years  he
rose to  pos i t ions  such as  D i rec tor  o f
Cau l f ie ld  Ins t i tu te  o f  Techno logy .
Then he was elevated to succeed noted
educat iona l i s t ,  Dr  Ph i - [1  ip  Law,  as
v ice-pres ident  a  k inc l  o f  V ice
Chancel lor  of  the VicLor ian Inst i t -ute
of Col leges. He i  s incl  r rded in the
very long l is t  of  past-  studert ts who
exce l led  in  the  f ie ld  o f  educat ion ,



repr int  I  92 0s repr int

H IGH T IDB I9 I5 - I990

W. M. WOODFULL.
Wootlttrll ! 'I'he nalne conjures up thoughts of

!{reen srvard. white-clad figures, and t,he Cheerfut
click of ball on bat. Hls name is knorvn to cricket
enthusiasts tlre rvorlel over. Er-cryone has r.ead of
his exploits ovcr in F)ngland, so iryhat follows will
not be a lengthl- discourse on his deeds there. At
at the sanre it would not be out,of place to say that
he u'as- a-r+oqg' ttre last to be selecfed, but frd fu]ly
justifed his inclusion in a 'Iest Team. IIe gaineil
tho highest averase, his top score being- 20f . 

-

,\t the time of his selection, ]'[r. \\'oodfull was a
r\[iu'iter at, this -scltool. rvhere he ll'as coach for the
cricket antl football. The students were proud. of
his achievernent; in the cricket world. anct they
had gootl r'eiL.;on. -\t dirrner-hotrr he used. some-
tirnes to take a " hand." antl a crowd. rvould. cluickly
gathr.r behincl t,he rvicket to rvatch his prowesS. II-e
u'oukl lr.it nran;- a ball to the railway line and once
hit one in the irospital grounds. It "** consid.ered
a ,high honor to clean bowl him, and the successful
boy rvould - l:e the object of enyy for d.ays often.
and rvas liable to suffer from " swelled head..,' This
fact w&s acconrplished onl-v three times during his
stay 1t thg sc_hool. In conclud.ing, we may say-that
]Ir. Wooclfull rvill doubtlessly be included in all
tuture Test' Tearns, and u'ill surely make & great,
narrle for hilnself.

I .  Ronor.
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lVhen our last issue appeared
the victorious Allied ar,mii3 were
racing through France. hot on
thp heels of that disorganised
rabble which was once thl Ger-
man ?th Army. For the first
time in a century has war been
brought to German soil, As this
is being written the forces of
liberation are sweeping through
Holland, and are now on tf,e
Rhine. Even before this paper
is published the war may be oier
in Europe, thus elearing another
obstacle from the pathway to a
lew worl4 order of j ustice and
freedo'm.

--It is w€, now students, n'ho
wil l be called upo n to 

'uphold

that new fountl freedcm *hich
has been bought ai such a. ter-
rible price. One way of guard-
i le ogr l iberty is by makins oun
thoughts vocal through the me-
dium- of the tlaily press. Eow-
eJer; l&any people are too apa-
thetic to make use of this means
of expression. Theref ore, it is
your duty to learn to express
yoursell and to f olklw the opin-
ions of others by both contribut-
ing io and reading your own

SPITFIRE. - A particularly
fine shot of this famous machine.
Although designed ten years Bgo,
this mzichine still ranki forem6sl
annongst the world,s first-line
aireraft.

There are some people in our
school who have recognised this
axd have contributed freely to
this paper; however, others have
taken the attitude of ,'let the
other f ellow do it," and have
left i t at that. These lazy people
are of the type responsible in a
great part for the world's evils.
If people, ten years 2go, had not
said "Let someone else get rid of
Hitler, ' , that monster and many
other pernicious sores on the
face of our fair civi i isation could
not have existed today.

It is a blessing that the apa-
thetic mind does not exist to rtry
great extent amongst the seniors,
but in the lower part of the
school there is a high percentage
o_f people who have no pride in
their school whatsoever.

It is to these people that we
sa-y "Wake up !" ?nd lead your
school life &s if you .:were really
alive, instead of these spirit less
lumps of clay as which you now
appear. Contribute freely to the
next edit ion of "Hold Fast" and
you wil l  be able to take pride in
the fact that your tlloughts have
penetrated to the innermost cor-
ners of  th is school.

THE EDITORS.

school papbr. In doing this
wiil be training yourseif to
ticipate in the functions of
viri le democracy, whiclr we
the Australia c,t uhe future

you
par-
the

hope
rvill

b e .
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WHAT DO YOU SAY
Readerr Arh About "Matric"

Fortn. '

Dear Sirs,-As a member of
the Fifth Form, I want to know
whether there will be a Matricu-
lation f orm at this school next
year. Cguld not room 21 be used
for Sixth Form. classes? Failing
this, here is another suggestion.
With the introduction of 'Tree
Rail Travel" many would be
Footscray pupils will have to
attend Hyde Street instead of
W.H.S. next year.

At the entrance exam a
smaller number of pupils could
be chosen. This would result in
a reduced First form, thus mak.
ing roorn for the Matriculation
s]4s9.-YoUrS, etg.,..INTERESTED,"

Dear Sirs,-Some of our
teachers have been of late dis-
cussing the possibilities of our
school having a "Mattic" f orm.'We 

sincerely hope that this is
true. It- seems a pity that the
school; which has fostered us
since we were First-f ormers'
cannot have us in our last year
of Hish School education.

When our school had an "hon-
ors" f orm, several Senior schol-
arships were v/on by Sixth-form-
ers. I am, sure that if we re-
instituted the Sixth form our
school will soon boast of its
Senior Scholarship and Exhibi'
tion winners.-fsu1s,' etc',

. ,TWO FIFTH.FORMERS.' '

Editorial Comment. Both
corresBondents have failed to
tealise^ that some of the First
f orm will desire to matriculate
one day, It is our dutY to see
irrit ttrlse youngsters have eYery
possible chance to do so'
" - H;;;ver, we hear that it is
intenaea to make a Junior Tech-
nical scbool at the ,IMilliatnstown
North State School. It would be
a far better idea to have two
High School Junior f orms there,
thus relieving the Pressure on
the local High School.

ORCHESTRA SUGGESTED.
It is suggested that those who

have any musical talent should
organise themselves . into some
f orm of orchestra. This school,
up to date, has no outstanding
organisation. Therefore it is only
right that it should strive to
maintain a higher standard in
some f orm of activity.

AN ENTHUSIAST.
We hope that 'Ifold Fast'

is an "outstanding organisa-
tion." It has already been'twice 

mentioned in the
daily press..-Editors.

FRETFUL AND FROZEN.
Dear Sirs,-$ome weeks ago I,

along with a number of others,
was caught at school wjthout my
coat by- a sudden 

'downpour 
oi

rain. Having been evicted from
the school building, we sought
the shelter ( ? ) of the bi,cyele
shed. Soon, however, we were
deprived of even this meagre
protection and turned out into
the wintry sf,reets. Before fac-
ing the icy blast I had to fish my
bike out of a miniature lake
which lay on the other side of
the shed. All this resulted in my
taking two hours to thaw out
that night with the further re-
sult that I had less tim.e in trhich
to do my home-work.
FRACTIOUS FIFTII-FORMER

QUESTTON OF CLUB
EXHUMED.

Dear Sirs,-gome months ago
you mentioned in your paper
about a club being formed at this
school. I would like very nouch
to know what has haPPened to
this admirable Projeet.-Yours,

r,eUESTUS."

Dear -Questus,-'S's have
too much work on our hands
editing "Hol6 Fast" as it is.'We 

only wanteil to initiate
the club, hoping that the
staff would take an active
interest in the fufthering of
the idea.

tg .
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DRAI,IATIC DAYS

COMEDY

"Fly Away Peter" Pro-
vides one of its many
hilarious moments when
Myra (I(en Jones) - the
teen ager - gasps to her
admirer "Piefdce" (Doug-
las Henderson) that she
does not know why people
smoke.

VICTORIA'S GLOWIN,G CO}IIVIENTS

"The Play revealed that the bo!:
por*..t titerit. Some of the parts coulc

hot have been pcrtrayed better profes'

;l;;uuy." (Williamstown "Chronicle'
24ig/4}-"Tons of Money"')

"The characterisation of the variou
types assembled in the cast - a cross'
sbction of the life of Lcndon - was 3
notable oerformance indicating mcr'
than ordinary skill for the producer an:
players." (Morwell "Advertiset", 2/3/49-
"The Ringer".

MYSTERY
A dramatic moment in Edgar

Wallace's thriller "The Rlnger"
when the house lights go on to
reveal that the rascally Meister
(Ralph Adams) has been stabbed
by someone in the room full of

The Story of the
Group's Activities

*

fn 1947 Colonel Brook became headmashr
at williamstown-the oldest suburban Hign school
in Victoria-which was founded in 1915 at the time
when Belgium was tleing overrun by thE Kaiser's
German forces. The School authorities decided to
use the Belgian colours of red, yellow and black, as
their own, adding an anchor in honour of the Lons-
dale Naval Depot situated nearby, with the motto
"I{old Fast" - ostensibly to those values in life
whiclr are worthwhile.

One of the headmaster's first actions was to encourage
Mr. Walsh-then recently discharged from the R,.AAF. educational
section-who both within and outside 'the services had a long associ-
ation with amateur theatricals &s an actor and producer-to form a
ciramatic group. Ttre aim was to foster an interest in the theatre
amongst Australian yottth. It was [oped also to give them the
necessary cOnfldence in themselves to portray life, as well as encour-
aging them to render community service by performing plays all over
their own country for charltable causes approved by civic leaders. The
cause of education would be assisted in addition by enabling them to
pee their own country as well as meeting Australians in all walks ot'
life.

Since 194? three comedies "What's Your Favorite Pud-
Cing", "Tons of Money" and "I'ly Away Peter", also the dramatic
thriller "The Ringer" have been produced all over Victoria, NeY
Scuth Wales, Queensland and South Australia" At Gympie, Port Pirie,
Port Lincoln, Adelaide, Sydney, Bega, Eden and at the !ictorian towns:
of Orbost and Morwell over t500 has been raised for charities such as
Hospitals, Youth Organisations, C.W.A., and activities sprnsored by
Rotary, Apex and Churches of all denomlnations.

This year the Agatha Christie thriller "Ten Little Niggers"
is under production by boys whose ages range from 13 to 1? years.
There is no star nonsense amongst our boys. They are a united team
working as a group oblivious of personal glory, and only desiring
to learn from the producer the manner in which he thinks the scrip.
should be interpreted for the playwright. In addition they attend to
their make up and stage scenery. Newspaper reports reveal that their
entertainment is not only of a high standard, but also noc be[tered by
adults.

Producer TOM WALSII.

20.



i A TETTER TROI{ JOAN PARKE
aank you very much for the infornation
Lxlut the celebrations narking the 75th
I ra r of t{illianstonn High School .
-cf ortunately I shall not be able to

r i i end. Perhaps someone will wheel me
-. to the Centenary celebrations.

I r:as at W. H. S . 1945-49 , a proud Dingo
I joined the Brit ish Colonia1

l* rv ice in 1950, €rs an Ed.ucation
: : : i cer; and went to Kenya, where I
- r: er married and had two daughters.
rF al l  caue to Austral ia in L979.

:r:r ing such a long absence I lost touch
r : th  f r iends  f rom W.H.S.  bu t  remember
rr  ! 'ears there wi th great af fect ion.

: rcnder who else remembers those great
I e racters on the staff, t Bomber t

a-ar les,  rFluf f '  Mepham and a long lean
it in teacher whose name escapes ne. . .

a wonderful teacher. But above all, for
me lliss llc Garvin reho taught ne to love
the English language.

I wonder too if some of ny
contemporaries will be there: Barbara
Parker, Aida Betts, Mary Goldie, O1ive
Ponell, Trevor Treadwell, Ted llurby,
Bert James. . . a surprising number of
names come to nind. I would be very
pleased to hear from any of these old
fr iends.

I hope the 75th celebrations are a huge
success.

Si-ncerely,

Joan Parke.

I4fr3 old Norrhern Rd.,
GLENORIE N.S .W.  2157 .

BETTY SINCLAIF.

' i ' ' . ry str ict  d iscipl ine was inposed to
;- . t regate the gir ls f ron the boys.
l : .  i  s  was in the l93O's and ear ly
:  r t ies ,  wt ren  spor t  and c ra f t  c lasses
r*'r€ physically and geographically
r  :  s LanC€d to the r  n '  th degree. The
* hcxrl rules were simple; and
; . : r t i shmsn ls  daunt ing  and inev i tab le .

f  r  C:lvin wont_ s long way in business
i l r r "1 construct ion,  af ter  leav ing

r  :  I  I  i  ams tor.rn High School .  His pr imary
.  . - ; r  rs were spent at  Hyde Street .

, . r  I  vo '  d id  no t  exac t ly  g ive  the
:  r l r ress  ion  o f  be  ing  a  "Ser ious
. ' udcrrt ?r . S [ories have f i l tered cjorrm
'  - r ' ,up i  t . ime suggest ing  tha t  he  was a
r - d  w i t h  a  w i ] l  o f  h i s  o w n  t o  u s e  a
'  r [ ' h e m i s m .  H e  m a i n t a i n e d  a  s t e e l y ,
-  r  r ' t  smi le  in  the  face  o f  advers  i  Ly  .

-  1973 he recal led the hidden sic le ro' .  :  : '  c :haracter saying that:  "The things
. t'n j <lyed were when I had good
,  l r  i  evements ,  academica l l y  o r  in

In 1940, ttr" ablution blocks and
faci l i t ies r{ere primit ive in the
extreme. Discipl ine often appeared
Dickensian. The Masters s [rapped
offenders outside classrooms whilst
they were in progress. Rrpils cringed
inside suffering for then. Thus,
order was maintained; but I  loved what
I learned there. I t  opened my world."

exh ib i t ion is t  s t reak  in  re , ' r  he  mused.

" I  used to keep a journal ;  and one
thing I  remember wr i t ing in i t  r+as:
'Did honework|  . r  " I  was actual ly in a
serious frame of rnind and wanted to
lear:n I felt I had to if I wanted to
get.  anywherg. "  Alan Galvin said at  the
t i m e .

Calvo has certainly gotLen somewhere
when one considers the status of  the
construct ion contracts his company has
undertaken es[)ecial ly in [ t re western
suburbs .

ANOTHER SUCCESS ST0RY: AIAN GALVIN

. r ' f  t  
t t

"Perhaps I had an
2r.



I'IEETING lt{R BIRD

George started at the school in 1946
and left, after completing form 4 , at
the end of 1949. There were only six
High schools around Helbourne at the
time: Hampton, Essendon, Coburg,
University, llelbourne and Williamstorcn.
Students came from Sunshine, Albion,
Footscray, Altona, yarravil le and
Nenport.

He remembers working on a baker's cart
on Saturday mornings for the princely
sun of  f ive shi l l ings.

The buildings were all connected to the
quadrangle. There was a sports
storeroom which he hras in charge of ;
and which proved a refuge from unliked
subjects and teachers on odd occasions.
The student population was probably
around 25O. Furthernore, the girls
greatly outnumbered the boys. Most
boys attended Footscray Tech. ; while
some girls only a few went to
Wil l ianstonn 'Domest ic Arts '  School
situated at the State School. l iost of
the classes were segregated into the
'Professional '  and t Commslc ial t

streams.

Having overcome a slight inclination to
become a teacher, George became a
c le rk .

lle recalls the time they introduced the
school cap: worn through the school
gate; but quickly abandoned to the
depths of the school bag and uneaten
sandwiches twenty yards down the
s t r e e t .

Being so close to the end of the war, a
lot of new ideas were coming into
educat ion.  For example,  'Doc'  Walsh
started organising camps at the
weekends one of which was a major

A lovely old lady told of her t ime ar
the school-  i -n the 2O's.  She was Isabel
Caithess . [Ier days at the school were
indeed adventurous and happy. Her l ife
was capped by many tel I ing events
none, however,  to be surpassed by her
award granted by Queen Elizabeth: as a

22 .

tr ip to Adelaide. .  The usual sport
were football and cricket, 4s reell a
softball and basketball. An America
teacher 'Hankf Bradshaw even
"kick-along" to baseball.

gave a
Mr.  B i rd

fondly remembers some terrifying
battles on the football field as
ruckman.

Plays l ike nHhat 's your Favour i te
Puddingr and "Tons of Honeyt' were oD
the perfor:mance calendar. The latter
production was taken to Adelaide,
Brisbane and Gynpie . 'f We didn' t
quest ion th ings. We obeyed. "  were the
ter:ms he described the discipline
climate even though in those days
students were allowed to shop for lunch
at the good local Pastry Shop and sti l l
exist ing Fish'n Chips cafe dowrr by
the Beach Stat ion.

The 'Sarge 'was a str ict  t_eacher.  So
too was a t{orld War 1 veteran, 'Bomber'

Charles , who eas also a great teacher.
One fine d^y, after explaining tangents
he finished with the following: "Nou
you know what a tangent is; and it r s
not what you thought a bloke lying
on the beach all day in the summer. r '

[ n a . n o t e :  . . g r o a n . .  I .

l tr. Bird cemented his schoolboy
thoughts , frl j ust think of the good
tines. . . the good old days. yort really
don' t  appreciate then t i l l  afLer y<luf  ve
grown up. You think of all the special
friendships you ? ve made . . . and later
missed.  t '

' fAs far  as discipl ine and behaviour is
concerned we had id iots then; and Irm
sure  they  ex is t  today .  You ' re  no t  ever
going to get everyone act ing 1OO%" Mr.
B i rd  added.

ISABET CAITHESS RECAIIS

"Member  o f  the  Order  o f  the  Br i t i s
Empire [HBE | " . She very fondl1,
remembers t .he teachers,  curr iculum,
pr incipals and st_udents leave alone
the good and bad t imes. Her memorics
wi l l  no t  t re  fo rgo t ten  herewi th .
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Dear Deputy Pri.ncip.r, JPORTS NorEs"
Thank you very nn:ch for your gruided tour down memory Lane rast weekwhen r was sr:rprised how rittre change had taken prace over 50 years.

The attached photo of the girls in our. final year has somehow survivedmy wanderings but the 23 boys are missirrl. lll; always had mixed crassesprewar at wHS but most boys simply seemed to ignore them.

rt was a great pity that as with a few others includirg Rob Hindson rwas 15 when r sat for the "leaving" and- just starting to rearlyappreeiate school f.: -t-oo youngr. t{o r"".v 
-f;;;;rsity 

and 5years night school at Merbourne teeh. for a chemistry Diprorna and awar on is not to be recommended.

l"lliie not the best student, r r^ras absent onry for 4 days in 5 yearsand spared just enough time from spo-rt to p"ss exams. ,,5 0f thebest" one or two times per year was well deserved and certainly causedao animosity in rny case.

arr Form Mistress , Mi-ss Broughton, was senior Ergrish teacher anexcellent teacher as were most of the very *"ny r l.n remember, but rcan recall deliberately provoking one or two.

rre form motto "To strive_, to seek, to find" in a picture frame abovethe centre of the bracklcoard had some strange fascination for mealthough the opening verse "r cannot rest from travel, r wilr drinklife to the lees" probabry infruenced me most as r still have about 6overseas visits per year.

You could probabry persuade your regionar williamstown, Footscraypaper, if there is one, to reprint the pnoto as a human interest storyto try to discover any survivors after 30 years and lead into a reg'estfor any printed material, particularly "Higt Tide,' coveringr the 1930-60period.

l'tith the obvious friendly eff icient atmosphere
the Prinaipal, r would be even more delightk to
my secondary education at WHS.

Pest wishes for you and MIS

JOfIN C FRAZER.

THE OPPOSIT ION :

generated by you and
be recycled and spenC
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YACATIOI\ TOTJRS
TRIP TO PERTH

On Monday, January 10, a group of ten
huppy boys, accompanied by Mr Walsh, left
Essendon aerodrome for an educational trip
to the "Golden West."

On arriving at Parafield (S.A.) we went
by bus to Adelaide, and after lunch
departed by train for Port Pirie. Here, after
half an hour's wait we boarded the Trans-
Continental for Kalgoorlie. At several stops
on the way aborigines came to the train,
begging for money and trying to selt boom-
erangs and skilfully carved wooden animals.

After passing across miles of semi-desert
we came to Ooldea, from where the Null-
arbor Plains begin. The only "town" of
any size is Cook, with a population of about
200. It has an annual rainfall of onlv five
inches. We crossed the W.A. bordei at 7
p.fl., and arrived at Kalgoorlie at 11 a.m.
on Wednesday. We were met by the City
Engineer, who showed us over the city and
the gold-mines before we left that night for
Perth.

On arriving in Perth we put our luggage
in the dormitory of the Young Australia
League headquaiters, where *" *et" to stay,
and spent the rest of the day touring around
$e city. On Friday we went to Mundaring
Weir, the source of Kalgoorlie's water
supply. T'he water travels 350 miles to the
goldfields through pipes about eighteen
inches in diameter. The followine afternoon
we left by bus for New Norcia,'eighty-two
miles north of Perth. New Norcia is known
throughout Australia for the Spanish Bene-
dectine monks who live there and educate
the half-castes in the vicinity. The Bene-
dictines were certainly very hospitable to us
and showed us all their marvellous buildines.

On arriving back in Perth late on Mondlay
morning we went to the City Council Cham-
bers, where we had been invited to lunch
with the acting Lord Mayor (Cr. Spencer
J.P.)-and what a lunch! In the afternoon
we had a swim in the Swan River, near
$quinas College, which we had previously
looked over. The next day we were invited
to lunch with the Mayor of Fremantle (Sir

Frank Gibson), who has been mayor of that
city for 25 years. We were then shown
around the city and wharves by one of their
well-known footballers.

The next day will always be remembered
by most of our boys. We went to Rottnest
Island, about 24 miles from Perth, and were
shown all over it and saw its numerous salt
lakes (six times saltier than the ocean).
However, or the return trip many boys
(notably the two brothers) were seasick,
because the Indian Ocean was the roughest
for two years.

01 Thursday we left for Margaret River
in West Australia's big timbel country,
down in the south-west. While there we
visited some of that State's largest caves, the
Mammoth and the Lake Caves. In the
latter there is a wonderful lighting system.
- After visiting Cape Leeuwin and the light-
house on Monday we left for Perth. We
rnust have been popular at Margaret River
Hotel, for the waitress came to see us oft.
Train transport back to Perth was very poor,
the carriages being little better than iattle
trucks.

We arrived back at Spencer Street on
January 30 in the "Overland." After such
a holiday is it any wonder that we were
all stimulated with a desire for travel?

B. JANES.

"West Australian"

The Acting Lord Mayor of Perth (Alderman
Spencer) watches W.H.S. boys sign the Visitors' Book.

24 .



rcpr in t  1960r  rcpr ln t

MR. GTENN CAI,IPBETI.,

r *d f or his nusical talents around
i:,e school , llr. Caupbell like his
"xraterpart in Anerica rdas a highly
r.,:'-cessful student uusician in the
r:r t  ies.  House pianist  at  school  for
::F Dingoes was followed by a
| : s t inguished lla.sters Degree in llusic
rd a Dip. Ed. Needless to say, that
:5'e Dingoes always rdon the Eisteddfods
c: Ie he was there. The overall
: :":glA;' , i n thoSe days, called the
h:t,er Crp, was also won by the dingoes
r. Ef|y occasions.

:: great 'pith and uerit '  is the fact

that one of our school songs, Eold
Fast rdas written by Glenn while a
student. llr. Carpbell is currently
organist and choir-naster for one of
the churches in the old hone town of
I{illy. Ee i_s non a private rusic
teacher, specializing in pianoforte. Ee
is also an examiner for the Australian
llusic Exaninations Board. Be produced
some wonderful memorabilia for the 75th
celebrations. I{e thank hin for past
and present generous feelings for the
best school in the west and further
afield.

$s"dt'- S+\.uortn \\or-o FFlr l'\,nt: C\".\t"e\

b" J[ dJ tLt {k .,.
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THE TIME.BALL
Entering Melbourne aboard one of the

great liners or in a humble fishing-boat, you
will probably notice a strange, silver-painted
building on your port bow. It is the old
time-ball, just at the foot of the Breakwater
Pier, Williamstown.

This tower was the first astronomical
observatory in Victoria, erected in 1852. In
the early days its equipment was quite up
to date and for many years served a useful
purpose in connection with the early surveys
of the colony. It was fitted with loop-holes,
so that it could be used as a guard-house,
to prevent the convicts escaping.

At that time, when Williamstown was
visited by sailing ships from all parts of the
world, masters of the vessels found it
invaluable for checking their chronometers.
To enable them to do so, the tower was
connected electrically with the main clock
in Melbourne, and at exactly one o'clock
each day an impetus was glvgn by a current
which dropped the time-ball down its mast
to the second. The ball was controlled by
automatic machinery within the tower.

Later, as railway traffic increased in
volume, and the guns of the Gellibrand
battery caused too great a vibration for the
delicate instruments, it was disbanded as
an observatory.

The old ball, however, continued to fall
for many years until the removal of much
of the shipping to Port Melbourne and
Victoria Docks, when it outlived its useful-
ness, and the dropping of the ball was
discontinued. But the old structure still
stands as a landmark for shipping and as a
reminder or the "t$^fln""fuY+tllHfy

Lt\) .
I

t



OOOOACTIYITIESOOOO
SEMOR DRAMATIC CLUB

Yes! We even have a Dramatic Club, and
I venture to say that it,s the best of them
all. Mr Walsh presides over a sometimes
unruly gtgup of about fifty girls and boys.

After the plays, ..Whafs your Favorite
Pudding?" and "Tons of Money,' with all_
male casts, "The Bloaters," wiih a, cast of
girl-s and boys, caused a thrill among the
male members of the school. Admiitedly
the formel nl.ays. we.re good, but the grrls
portrayed femininity in a much more refi-ned
fashion than the 

- 
pseudo-females of the

other pla,vs.
, The cast of "The Bloaters," which was

p.erformed at the National Theatre, con_
sisted solely of Club members. Those who
l9o.k par! were Allison Stringer, Helen
Nelson, Lorraine Tylgy, Joice' RifeY,
Bevcrley Godwin, fuaiin Hayes, narry
McDonald and paul Schramm, att of whom
acquiced themselves well.

Under the direction oF Mr. Walsh we
produce drama, melodrarna and comedies
throughout the year. These rreats are
exclusively for club members.

Whilst not working on important plays,
the Club devotes its lime to 

-charad.i 
u'n,i

impromptu concerts.
Sometimes we manage to entice some

gracious notability to deliver a talk on the
technical side of our work. Foremost
lpong thgse was Mr. John Cairns, the
director of drama on the A.B.C., who pro_
duced the plly, "Campbell of Kilmohr,"
before the students. We learnt quite a lot
from his excellent tuition. Another visitor
was a make-up expert, Mr. young, who,
with a few deft touches, rapidly traniformed
the features of Harry i]ro*n from hi;
natural youthfulness to those which we think
he may possess in five or six decades.

It is the desire of every member of the
Dramatic Club to convey to Mr. Wllsh
their sincerest appreciation of the valuable
time that he hai-devoted to the Club and
of the. Iruppy hours that they have spent
under his direction.

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP
CLUB

Our Club was formed this year with the

i0... gt working, in our o*n imall way, for
friendship with the peoples of other toun-
t1ie;, irrespective of race or colour or poli-
t ical or religious creeds. Our main meihod
i: the. forming of individual friendships
through the inrerchange of letters wiih
children of other countries; and so our main
task in Term f was to obtain the names
qf possib_le pen-friends, mainly in India,
Ceylon, United States, and South Africa.
Some of us have written to friends in Ger,
many and China, while correspondence with
French children in their own language has
been taken over by Miss Facey.

JUNIOR DRAMATIC CLUB
This year a large increase in numbers made
lt necessary to divide the Dramatic Club
mto two sections, Junior and Senior. In
the Junior Club, led by Mr. H..ry, 

- 
up*t

!to*- a performance 
- 

of ..The " HoiOf.
Poacher," we have limited ourselves to
iqRromntu sketches, nursery rhymes *J
rarry tales. Although many of- these, in
particulaf "Cinderelli" and' ..Red nicii"g
Hgod," were not quite the same as the
original .ltory, thef were enjoyed by the
rarge audlences.
- Yuny members have entertained us
during the- year. Beverley Godwin, Judiih
Iluy.l and Paul Schramm represented our
club in the Play Festival in Auzust.

TIIE ART CLUB
Our work has consisted of sketching, char_
coal drawing, some painting and" other
artistic creative work, 

-with 
an occasional

talk on artists and their work. Australian
artists, such as Streeton and Heyrrn *"r.
very prominent at these talks. The char_
coal work consisted mainly of Iight and
shade eftects on trees an-A ,..oJry, b"i
figure-drawing was often practised *ith th;
help- of voluntary models'. Charcoal *u,
used mainly in portraiture, which *a, Oone
with the help of models. posters and car-
toons, for those interested, are permitted
and other creative work is-indulg^ed i" bt
the others.

. Recently a period was devoted to etch_
rg, rts manner of production, and the
artists who have exc6[ed at this patient
and laborious type of art. Whistler^'s fine
etchings of English scenery werO discussed,
and also the etching work-of Rembrandt.

The club at present consists of about 20,
and, although the time alloued for clubs is
rather short for-any serious art work, quici
sketches and talks- are always an ,"jo;iiUr.
feature of the period.

We have also affiliated ourselves with tne
United Nations Association of Victoria, as a
Junio-r Branch, and are hoping for the loan
of fihn-strips. in Third Terri, and vi,sits
frgp interesting speakers. In connection
yltn thls, some of us recently visited a
United Nations Exhibition in the Melbourne
Town Hall, where twenty-eight nations had
co-operated to show us the special crafts
and customs of their countries;^ and as the
stalls were presided over by nationals of
tnese_ countries, who were glad to talk to
uS, this was a mos! interesiing expedition
1nd a good end to Club activitiei foi Second
Term.

rrprlot l9{0i-- rcpTat
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CHORAL CLUB
We are a club of forty girls led by Mrs.
Francis, who is assisted at the piano by
Maureen Owens. We hold our meetings
dvery Thursday atternoon in Room 2, where,
in opposition to Mr. Keogh's "Quick
March" to the cadets, and in the quad.,
the school's pride and joy, the 1850 model
gramophone blares away for the Folk
Dancing Club, we try to sing our large
variety of songs.

During Term 1, a number of junior
members took part in a Choir Festival held
at the Fedoral Hall, Footscray.

Recently we commenced learning the
various parts of the operetta "The Boy
Mozart," which tells of the composer's
early l i fe. This is progressing well with the
help of the Gardening Club, who join in
with their melodious voices (soprano) as
they pass by.

Usually our concluding song is "Auld
Lan_g Syne," which, by now, we know
back to front (thou$h we never sing it
that  way of  course).

FOLK DANCING CLUB
The Folk Dancing Club was chosen by
many of the girls this year. We enjoy
doing the reels and dances of folk of other
lands. Our dancing is done in the quad-
rangle to the music of the old school gramo-
phone. When it lets us down we manage
to do our dances without the music. We
are very gratetul to the boys who carry
the gramophone out and in for us every
rveek.

Some of the dances we have been taught
by our helpful teachers Misses Facey and
Bryan are:-

English, Dutch and German circular
dances, a Swedish dance and several
English longways dances.

When the weather is wet, we go into
one of the spare rooms to pass away the
time. One day we had the pleasure of
seeing a fi lm in Room 5. But on the whole
this year the weather on Thursdavs has
been rather fine, so we have been able to
enjoy our club to its fullest extent.

BERYL JENKINS.

PHOTOGR.APHIC CLUB
Under the guidance of Mr. Wilson the
Photographic Club was formed this year

for the first t ime. Mr. Morrison, a lecturer
from the Kodak Company, has paid fort-
nightly visits to the school and has given
the members many interesting lectures.
After the promotion of Mr. Morrison to the
Kodak Head Office, Mr. Svenson was sent
out to continue the good work. Mr. McCoy.
also of Kodak, has helped Mr. Svenson to
ehtertain us with his slide projector.

Some of the lectures that were _given
dealt with Contact Printing, Colouring of
E_nlargements, Actual Photographing, the
Uses of a Portrait Attachment and the Box
and Folding Cameras. These lectures were
generally held in Room 4, and were com-
bined with the Science Club. headed bv N{r.
Straede. A competit ion for the best land-
scape. photo_eraph was held during the
months of September and October.

D. HEWETT.

JUNIOR SCIEI{CE CLUB
The aim of this. club is to give each member
an opportunity to prepare a paper on any
science topic which interests him.

He thus qualifies for a turn as secretar_v.
and then as- chairman, under the guidance
of Mr. Mepham as president. During the
year papers were read on wool by Radford;
snakes and crocodiles by Trace, Phil l ips
and McCarty; motor bikes by McDonald;
water supply by Hoy; clouis and wild
animals by Hogan. There were debates and
discussions on subjects rangin_g from eagles
to the causes of sneezin_g.

Special thanks are due to G. Dann for
papers on steam engines and rvool-scouring.
and for the organization of a visit to the
woollen mills where the processes were
explained by lv1r. Gething. IvI. Wainstein
showed himself able and wil l ine to help the
club along at short notice rviih papeis on
the brain,  the animal wor ld and chemical
news.

J. D. McCARTY.

CRAFT CLUB
For those interested in irandwork this club
i:; ideal. The various types of work include
decorative needlework, lamp-shade making.
leatherwork and puppetry. The puppet show
"Cinderella" is to be produced towards the
end of the year.

The girls appreciate the helpful guidance
given by Mrs. Barnes during the year.



THE JUNIOR BALL
The Junior Ball held at the Williamstown
Town Hall on July 19 was well attended
in -spite of the wet weather. The good
pnerformance was again due to Mad'ame
Bindley's tuttion.. Mr Brook, Miss Cook
and Mr. Green, who was the M.C., were
among several of the staft in attendance.
Among lh" Ex-students present were
several of last year's prefects.

Although all items' were welcomed with
enthusiasm, the most popular dances on the
programme were the Rhumba and the
Polka. The individual items were greatly
enjoyed, especially the '.Umbrella Dancei,
and the "Torch Boys." The soloists were
{oycg_Riley, Audrey Penny, pat White and
J.oy _White. Bouquets wlre presented to
,Ir Yuyoress (Mri E. W. Jacjkson), Miss
Cook and Madame Bindley by thelma
Ditchburn, Ann Gibbon 

- 
ani Janice

Pritchard, who looked very becoming in
white frocks.

In his address Mr. Brook thanked the
parents for the ̂ p-art they had played in
making their children look so ittiactive.
He also thanked all fog coming to the Ball,
thus contributing to tfre scho6l's fund for
improvement of 

-its 
classrooms.

TITE SENIOR BALL
On9 o{ the great events of the school year
took place on the night of July 29, 1:9qg.
It was the Senior School Ball- held in the
Williamstown Town Hall. The ball was a
great success both financially and as a
romantic interlude. Many ex-students and
their friends were present and enjoyed a
happy reunion.

Of course the senior pupils of W.H.S.
were well represented, all the lasses looking
extremely charming, while the lads looked
the part as Australian "peter Lawfords."
Durj.ng the gvenlng Bill Smith gave a fine
rendition of "jitterbugging" to peewee
Hunt's version of .a c-ertain jazz classic.
Many of the damsels mourned the absence
of our debonair head prefect (but the hearts
of several were set 

-a-flutter 
at the sieht

of a certain r4ale member of the staff!) "

Sociul Everlfs
In this delightful atmosphere of soft

lights and sweei music, an ixcellent even-
ingls entertainment wal enjoyed by all.

On the same evening the- Secoird Junior
Ball wss,rheld in the 

-Town 
Hall Supper

Room and was again a great success. To
the lol so. gentle musiJ of Wally Hyde's
Band the juniors danced and hai a very
good time.

The beautiful dresses paraded at the
first ball had their second iiring and made
just as attractive a show. At fiist some of
the younger boys seemed shy at asking
their ."petite" partners to danc., U"i, 

"!the - night progiessed, they overcame their
bashfulness and began tb rival the tech-
nique of the Third Formers.

. Yuly - students had enjoyable dances
with their teachers and were surprised 

-io

fnd them quite human without a black_
board background. These teachers did a
sp-ectscular "Scottish Reel" (or so thev
called it) in one corner of the room whil6
the - this time - well-behaved children
quietly(?) danced in the remainder of itre
hall.

Some parents sat .the night out keeping
a parental -eye on their youngsters. Thei
on.the way home (I hear)- they-asked some
ernbarrassing questions such as .,Who was
the..pretty little girl you were talking to?"
or "What is the name of the dark_fiaired
boy you had most of the dances with?'i 

- -
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Some of the older girls spotted a man
looking through one of the windows. After
calling to two of the men teachers for aid,
they found "the man" quite harmlessly
sitting in a tree in his ''own back yard,
enjoying the fun from afar. But while it
lasted it provided a glimmer of excitement.

We are all looking forward to the next
year's ball, but some of us will leave our
junior days behind and enter the senior
hall. Nevertheless we will always remember
the. fun, disappointments and companion-
ship of the Second Junior Ball.

J. EWART.

SEI\rIOR SOCIALS
TERM l.-Rooms 11 and 12 looked very
festive on May 11 for the First Term Senior
Social, which was attended by a large
number, including twelve members of the
staft.

At 9.30 the gay party made'their way
to rooms 3 and 4 where a delicious supper
awaited us. After these refreshments the
programme of dancing continued. The
parcel game was a great success and also
the Monte Carlo, which was won by Dave
Griftiths and Barbara Parker. The winners
were greeted with polite applause but
some suspected foul play!

The orchestra helped to make things go
with a swing, while Trevor Treadwell was
a capable M.C.

At 10.30, the dancers left the hall and
made their way quietly(?) to the station.

TERM II-Again the hall was decked
with gay streamers, the school colours in
crepe paper decorated the wall, while pink
and white blossorn brought a breath of
Spring to the atmosphere. (Perhaps that
explains the starry eyes and light hearts
of the dancers. )

The programme of dancing was enliv-
ened with several novelties, such as the
Snowball Dance, a Balloon Dance, won by
Ada Betts and Barry Wylie, while Margaret
Haslam and Wilma Thompson were vic-
torious in the Monte Carlo. Of course,
the usual parcel game caused many laughs.
Supper was not served in the science rooms
as usual, but the prefects handed around
the refreshments.

Trevor again did an excellent joh as
M.C. and an enjoyable evening was- had
by all. B.P.

3XY BROADCAST
On Monday, May 2, Eileen Williamson,
Carmel Haynes, Lois Webber, Margaret
Ashworth, Joan Raecke, David Griffiths,
Bruce Porter, Ron Henderson, Trevor
Treadwell and Neville' Young were lnter-
viewed by Tom Jones of 3XY in a series
of actuality broadcasts entitled "At the
School Gate." They were asked to comment
on their favourite city site and to suggest
means of improving Melbourne. The pro-
gramme was broadcast at 5 p.m. the follow-
ing Wednesday.

CASTLEMAII\IE VISIT
On 17th August Mr Brittain, headmaster
of Castlemaine High and a former Williams-
town High teacher, dccompanied senior and
junior football teams which visited
Williamstown.

The Castlemaine boys were shown afound
Williamstown and returned to the school
for lunch at the cookery centre. The
waitresses under the supervision of Miss
Turner did a very good job in serving the
boys, who had a very enjoyable meal.

After lunch football matches were
played, Williamstown winning both. The
results were: Senior-Williamstown 10-9 69
d Castlemaine 5- I I -4 I . Junior: Williams-
town 15-13-103 d Castlemaine l-2-8.
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THE OAK THAT HOLDS FAST
My first memory is of being praised for

my beauty. That was when my first leaves
opened about eight years ago, and having
stood for so long, I have seen and heard
much of W.H.S.

When I was tall enough to see over the
guard placed to protect 

-me 
and make me

grow upright, I watched from day to day
the completion of the New Building. Betorb
long, the six new class-rooms were in use,
and during lessons, I have felt the gaze of
many pupils as they have looked through
the windows at me, hoping for inspiration,
or longing for the bell

In summertime, the growing shade of
my dark green leaves is most popular with
the older ones, who talk of their holidavs
and ambitions for the year, at the beginning
of first term; and of the wonderful times
they have had at W.H.S., of teachers, sport.
exams and of future careers, at the close
of the year. the younger ones prefer to
play in the long grass and shoots a[ my feet;
for when they first come to W.H.S., they
feel strange, and unused to their new life
of Maths., Science, and stricter discipline.

While studying for their examinations
this autumn, some girls noticed the first long,
smooth acorns among my leaves, which were
gradually turning yellow and brown, so that

the winter wind ,could sweep them away.
My leaves !.grl'to_ drop rather quickly is
the fleecy clouds of summer becime iain_
laden and wet the- ground around my roots,
ma.king it uncomfortable for my friinds to
visit me.

- During winter, I should become lonely if
I could not See the school at work in- its
warm class-rooms, and at ptay in the icy
wind. It is a pity that I cinnot hear thi
children's excitement over their inter-school
matches and their school balls until the
warrner, drier spring months. ..Look! The
leaves on the oak tree are starting to shoot."
Hearing. this cry, I know that hany days
of happiness are in store.

Now that I have become stronger, my
sheltering guard has been removed' and i
am left to protect myself against the attacks
of the weather, As'I have grown, so has the
school and its scholars. Next year I shall
have more young ones about my roots, while
the seniors.of this year will have started
their careers. Many of them, too, will have
their protective guards removed, but when
school has. closed for the day and I am left
alone in the darkness, I shall be content
if I know that they, and those that follow
them, will sometimes think of the oak at
the "Best School of All".

GWENDA STEPHENSON, Form V

3 1 .



FROIVI TTIE OLD 1YORLD TO
TIIE NEW

It rvas the cold grey dawn of September 9,
1948, when I left London with my family.

We arrived at Victoria Station, ihe Lon-
don terminus of the boat train, and boarded
the "Golden Arrow" express bound for
Folkestone. The journey to Folkestone tvas
very interesting, for the English countryside
was taking on its Autumn tinrs. At Folke-
stone, after passing through'the Customs,
rve boarded the S.S. "Canterbury," which
yas to carry us on another stage of our
lourney.

The Channel was as calm as the pro-
verbial mil lpond, for which, my brolher
especially, we were very thankful. After a
journey of one and a half hours rve docked
in Boulogne rvhere voluble excited porters
were all clanrouring to carry peopte's lu_s-
gage. We entered the French 

- 
Customs

Department, where we were issued rvith a
sheet of bread coupons. After a meal rve
entered the train for Paris.

We were agreeably surprised at the second
class accommodation. which rvas in manv
ways better than that o[ the first class Mef-
bourne suburban trains. We were verv
amused when we found the train *as run-
ning along one of the main roads of
Boulogne like a tram. After a rvhile rve
noticed we were following the coast, and
therr the train veered inland. The country-
side was lovely, but its beauty was marred
by the scars left by war.

We arrived at Paris Central at f ive p.m.
and had to go across Paris by motor coach
to the "Gare du Nord." We left Paris in
darkness. When rve rvoke up the next
morning rve found we rvere travelling through
Switzerland. The Srviss vil la-ees nestl ing ht
the base of the mountains were reallv n
beautiful sight.

We stopped at Moden rvhere the Italian
Customs olTicers boarded the train. After
leaving Moden the train ran throu-eh a
series of tunnels, one of rvhich rvai the
longest tunnel in the rvorld, the Simplon
Pass. This tunnel is twelve and a half miles
long. We stopped at Turin for a short
rvhile, but rve did not leave the station. We
arrived at Genoa at night. so our first
_elimpses rvere not very clear.

Genoa, as we found out the next dav.
had escaped serious damage Qy war. Tie
city was compact, but it seemed over-
crowded, with the narrow streets and dingy
alleys. One thing that amused me was th-e
fact that all the policemen rode motor
scooters. We stayed in Genoa for five days
and then we boirded the ship which wis
to take us the fgst stage of our journey,
ths M.V. "Napoli." We- left Genoa on tlie
night df the 

-14th 
of September. . After

f-ollowing the F^rench coast for nearly two
days we arrived in Marseilles, but we did
not get a chance to go ashore.

We did have the chance of seeing Naples.
This city was far more scarred by battle
than Genoa. Standing guardian of the
harbour is Mount Vesuvius, which looks
well at night, with the lights of the streets
and houses shining. After leaving Naples
we passed within about ten miles of Strom-
boli; we were' near enough to see the
harbour with the fishing boats drawn up
on the beach.

After travelling several days through the
beautiful blue Mediterranean we reachecl
Port Said. The ship did not tie up, but
anchored out in the bay. Many rowing
boats canre round the ship; the men on these
boats sold just about everything except
motor cars and houses. We left Port Said
at about three ?.rtr., so we saw the Suez
Canal in the lovely Egyptian dawn. As we
went along the Suez we saw a herd of camels
being driven along the bank, and an Arab's
cloak was blowing out in the wind. He
looked just as though he had stepped out
of a book. Half-way through the Canal we
came into the Lake of Ismalia, where the
ship dropped anchor and we wene allowed
to swim. From the deck of the bridge we
could clearly see the Ismalia Memorial.
When we left the Suez we entered the Red
Sea, where the heat was terrific. We sailed
for roughly a week before we saw land.
This was our next port of call, Colombo.
Once more we anchored in the harbour
and to go ashore we had to be rowed in a
small rowing boat which carried about six
passengers. It was late at night when we
arrived, so we did not get the chance to
see the city, but the next morning we werc
up early ready to go sight-seeing.
' The city was beautifully clean, with its
whitewashed houses. We went down tot the
native marke.t, which was very interesting,
stalls being crowded with difterent fruits.
It was.surprising the number of natives who
spoke English. We went . and saw a
a Buddhist temple. The priest who showed
us round was dressed in a yellow robe,
wrapped right round him. There were
difterent rooms where the plaster "god"
Buddha was shown in difterent positions,
one was sleeping, another was praying.
Before we went into any of these rooms our
shoes were taken ofl by natives. We left
Colombo by night, and our last glimpses
of the city showed crowds of lights along
the Mutiwal sea shore.

Whilst crossing the Pacific we had a
"crossing the line" ceremony. This was
great fun. My brother and I were toth
lathered with a flour paste and then shaved
with a wooden razor which was about two
feet long. Then we were ducked and given
our certificates.

Then came the great day, the first time
we saw Australia. We only had a few hours
in Fremantle, but it was great. The ride
from Fremantle to Perth was renlly pretty
because of the attractive English-looking
bungalows and their well-kept gardens.
Then after four days, rolling from one
beam's end to another in the Bight, we
reached Melbourne, our journey's end.

PAT WHTTE.
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\YILLIAMSTOWN IN THE

EARLY DAYS

.{lthough $il l iamstown ls now only a
suburb of Melbourne, at one time it was
thought that Williamstou,n would be the
Capital of Vicgoria, and Melbourne would
be the suburb. However, Will iamstown's
\', 'ater supply was too small and so Mel-'courne 

became the capital.
Some of the first people to come to Will-

iamstown were the convicts. These con-
r icts, who ]ived in hulks or ships anchored
off the coast. built the Breakwater pier and
*'alls, the l ighthouse, the timeball and many
of the early roads. Afterwards the convicts
u'ere housed in the old Stockade, which is
believed to be the oldest building in Victoria.
It can now be seen behind Cruse's Hotel.
It was in this building that Superintendent
Price, one of the early governors, \ /as mur-
dered. Price was ver)/ cruel to the convicts
and delighted in taunting them. The con-
victs _urew tired of this, and they managed
to get a file and secretly filed through their
nranacles. Then one day they all attacked
Price and beat him to death. The soldiers
were immediately called to the trouble, and
they quickly got their rifles and fired at
the convicts. Nothing happened. They had
for_lotten to load them. They hurried away
for ammunition, but by the time they had
returned the convicts had been captured
and fastened up.

in 1853 a t imebal l  was bui l t .  "nd the bal l
ri 'as dropped at one o'clock every day. In
\{elbourne at the Melbourne Flagstafi a
man with a telescope watched the Will iams-
rown Timeball and as soon aS it was
dropped the Melbourne Timeball was
dropped. A man in Geelong also used to
u'atch the Melbourne Timeball. and in this
u'av all the tou,ns for miles around got their
time from Will iamstown.

At the present t ime Will iamstown is some-
t imes cal led "Dog Town." This name prob-
ablv arose from the fact that in the early

da1,s there was a Coursing Club in Will ianrs-
town rvhich was very popular. People came
from miles around to watch the Dog Racins
every Sundarr.

When the gold fever attacked the people
in 1852, Wi l l iamstown was only a smal l
town, and it did not take long to empt1,-
that is, of men, for the women and children
were usually left behind. A shop in Will-
iamstown was not l ike the shops on the front
today. There were no glass windou's then,
and the butter was sold in bottles by the pint
instead of by the pound, and orher foods
were often flavoured with fish, tar. or soap.

It was during this time that the Nelson
gold robbery took place. On a mild and
peaceful evening a gang of men with faces
covered with crepe rowed rapidtl' and
silently with muffled oars to the barque
Nelson as she lay at anchor in the Bav.
Without resistance they boarded her and
stole a treasure worth €' 40,000. The rvater
police went after them and later caught
them, but not before the men had had time
to hide the gold somervhere along the u'ater-
front. This gold was never recovered and
the men did not have an opportunitl' to go
back for it, so if you look along the water-
front you may possibly find S40,000.

Williamstown even has a ghost story.
Two men, Dansey and Luck, both formerlv
convicts, were walking through a lonel5' part
of the scrub on their way to Melbourne
Luck thoughtlessly told Dansey that he had
a fair amount of money on him. So when
they came to the thickest and loneliest part
of the scrub Dansey murdered Luck and
leaned him up against a nearby rock. Tiren
he walked quickly on his way. Horvever.
the police cau-eht Dansey and he \\'as
hanged.

A few nights later two men had to pass
through that part of the scrub at 11 o'ciock
and, when they came to the part where the
murder had been committed, their horses
stopped dead. Although the men tried to
force the horses to move, they could not

do so. and so one of the men started to
look for something to hit the horses with.

Suddenly he saw a dark shape against
the rock where the murdered man had been
leaned. One man, who was stronger wil led
than the other, walked towards the shape.
thinking it was probably only a shadolv.
But as he went forwards the shape went
backwards until the man fell over a small
stone. When he got up the shadow had
gone. After this several people saw this
shape.

So you see Williamstown really has an
interesting history. It has a ghost story,
a _eold robbery and many other interesting
things attached to it.

STELLA WARK.
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CADET UNIT

CADETS 1968:-

.  1998.  bgSan^badly- for  the Cadet  Uni t  a t  W.HuS. ,  i t  rvas
decided that Cadets be l imited to Forms II I  plus.
, Previously b,oys.'fdtrrteen year-s and-over, were eligible to join.
PYt beca.use funior Spoit and.Cadets ran conc[rrently - lessboys part icipated than- previously ( 1967 attendance to2i .  

-  
Re-

clucrng _numbers even- further (1968), were the boys !n Forms
V and VI, who, reaching non-commissioned '"un[, a.. ia.A noi
to continue, because th-ey thought that there wouict not be
enough interesting activi t ibs for ihern.
^ To explain this-I wi l l  run through a "typical" merrrber of the
Cadet Service.

Year I  Recruit  Training.
Year 2 Recruit  Traininsl

- Year 3 At the end of Year 2, he wourcr probabrv attend a
funior Leader's Course, of aboui ten dayi, ' i l ; - i l  j ' 'cu.t"t
Brigade_at Puckapunyal and instructed by Aurirat irn o.d;;
Army Personnel.-

. .ON F .ARADE ' '

,ffi

1q s5 CADET TRernr fo ntf LDrrRA.



THE QUAD
"The Quad," as it is affectionately knolvn,

s the living, beating heart of the school.
One ma], ascertain the tempo .and atmos-
phere of the dav by merely studying this
b€at, bv feeling the pulse at one of the main
arteries, or by entering the heart itself and
becoming part of its life:

The main artery is the "sacred" staff
corridor, jealously guarded by prefects and
teachers alike. Remember the illicit thrill
vou experienced, when, as first formers, vou
rnanaged to sneak through. You were
notorious criminals, hats pulled down,
collars furned up, proud of your crime . . .

Conveniently placed, iust through this
conidor is the Senior Locker Room, where
anvthing happens. from square dancing and
conga lines, to the playing of trains, and the
eviction of iuniors - and homervork.

Though of late we have been enjoying
the deoaving splendour and polvgenarian
lurury of a local pichrre house, kindly lent
us each lvlonday, 'tis in the quad that as-
semblies ere usuellv held. Happilu the com'
fort of plush seats, the romantic lighting,
and ttre sense of novelty (we also listen to

the orchestra!) quite obliterate anv nostalgia
we may feel for the quad's, cold discomfort.
For assemblies in Our Quadrangle have an
indescribable fascinations, like cold showers
a la Spartan, and Dim Sims.

On the masculine side of the quad is the
Ivlecca of the Scientists, known colloquiallv

as "the stinla rooms." Ther- certainlv
iustilv this epithet, for, on enteiing, one is
greeted by the delicate odour of amonium
sulphate, or 6nds that some iunior Einstein
has turned on the gas taps. Flowever, these
rooms are generally inapproachable because
of the rugb]'scrum outside the boys' lockers.

Next door is'the old music room, home
of manv hnpp), memories of sweet song,
punctuated by the sound of marching feet
and clapping hands from nearby P.T. classes,
of our b*nlptoductions of G.'& S. operas,
of our youthful popular teacher . . . Now rve
have our music lessons on the other side
of the quad, accompanied by the First
Form basketballers' shrieks of ioy, and the
umpire's numerous whistles.

At the other end we find rooms I I and
IZ, with their memories of iunior dancing
lessons, of Nladam, of senior socials and
magnificent art exhibitions . . .

Near at hand is a room sounding harmless
enough to the innocent and uninitiated.
Room8. . .

In the centre of our civic square is the
ob jet d'ar! which has provided the sole
amusement of manv periods of the "younger
set " exiled from the halls of learning to
reflect upon their sins, and to repent of their
rvickedness.

Have yorl ever counted the holes in that
grating?

D.I.G., Form 14.
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CURRICUTUU TEADERSHIP IN ACTIOI{

Goal-based
assessment

understanding of the multi-ethnic df* 
;u'

of the Australian communiry' thff 
*"

gml forthe student to achieve mighr fF 
*''

transcribe and edit an interview tu *b*
non-English speaking migrant on thtj* u-
blems of language learning.' i;

Another might be: 'to organise ancg ;"*
a public meeting of Yugoslav-spcln* *
people of the school communify.' lh.**

Both are tangible things for the Stfit.*u' r"'
to do, while the aim is the knorvledglt *' :i
we hope the student gains by doing fl:,u"r ' "

The goals of course have to be real &,..,n.;*:
for students to achieve them, and ne},- r
fion is used to arrive at achievable 

f *,".,

Matching idzak with practice

ny Bulrw Cnmsnou
WILLIAMSTOWN TIIGH SCHOOL

NITIALLY, GOAL.BASED ASSESS.
ment (GBA) was introduced to Wil-
liamstown tligh S.:hool in 1983, follow-

ing a weekend curriculum conference at
lnrne in 1982, in which staff, students and
parents participated. The notion was one
of a number of responses or strategies
which sought to implement the ideals rais'
ed at earlier sessions of the conference.
(See inset 1.) I t  was felt  that i f
Williamstown High School wanted open
and democratic forms of learning, then by
necessity, the forms and style of assess-
ment would also have to change. That is,
it would be unrealistic to encourage
students on one hand, to participate in
decision-making on what is learnt and to
expect to build their self-esteem, while on
the other hand, retain a system of assess-
ment which, by its very nanrre, has to pro
duce a percentage of failures. So, while it
was not denied tlnt many still clung to the
notion of a mythical set standard at levels
of learning, it was agreed that students
could be assessed in relation to achievable
goals.

Rationale While most schools which re-
tain I{SC Group I subjects for Year 12 like
to think that the other levels of schooling
are free of such constraints, I would argue
that the deternrinants <lf external examina-
tions and standards still permeates the
thinking of schooling from Years 7-IL
Hence, in schools where units of work are
designed to suit the needs of students to
cope and succeed in the world after school,
one still sees those units denigrated, par-
ticularly at Year t 1, because the students
have not reached a 'standard of Year 12'.
In other words. students are still measured
as meeting or not meeting the re-
quirements of the present criteria for HSC
Group l. Aii alternative subjects or units
of worh are suddenly seen as inferior.

If we consider that only a small percen-
tage of students will need to use the
Anderson scorings, for example for
Medicine courses, we should then say:
what are we doing for the majority of our

students other than labelling them as
either failures or inferior?

The notion of GBA works on the theory
that we ought to be brave enough to
challenge the myth of a set standard of
learning - even in Year 12. We should
meet headon the fact that pass/fail in
HSC Group I subjects relies on just where
the axe falls for the number of students
to pass in any given year. It has nothing
to do with achievements of students
throughout the year.

If we don't assess 'ability', ttren what do
we assess? I maintain tlnt students should
be assessed on having achieved properly
stated goals, which are 'do-able', and
which are arrived at by way of the aims
of the course or unit of study.

For example:
If. an aint of a unit is 'to demonstrate an

Diagnostic vdue Along with the hf r-',
learning there must be diagnosis of
tions in student skills. I sav 'van

rather t}an 'weaknesses', 
since the I

term implies a fault in the st
whereas'variations' acknowledges
students arrive at different s[ages oi
ceptual learning at different times. It
mean that tor example, a new learn
English would not be expected to ac
siniilar goals as that of someone who
tremely literate in English. The goa
therefore be arrived at so that the
can achieve different goals, while usin
same intellecrual rigour. The learner
also achieve a sense of success, inst
continual failure; at the same time
achieve the same aim.
Competitiveness Commonly, one
that if one does away with standards
a-vis the rest of the class, or some
'standard' for a group of students,
there is no urge for the student to im

Firstly, I must state that rvhile '

dards' and marks have been arouni
years, there is no indication that t
criteria have induced improvement.

f)roves of students sti l l  haven't im
ed and are then called failures in
system. Secondly, there can be built
goals the notion that 'achievable'

means tlie very best that a student can
In the case of rvriting for instance, a ci
ting/editing and re-writing process is
built, so that the student can enjoy u
is  the' f in ished'  product,  and in fact  I
to improve hisu'her orm rvork. There is
t le pleasure or 'urge for inrprovem
rvhen a student has to churn out rvord:
a page in -15 minutes under exam
In the goal-based methxl, one has intei
n-ral rigour in that the srudent has writ
oppropnatcl.v ior the intended audien
and that is rvlut is inroortant. It's therer
not to be put dovrn as D or l1120 beca
it was not an inraginarive piece of writ i
when the piecc' \\'as a report of an ev
tor the ne*'sletter. I i the goal has incl

L
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ed the report/ulir ing and the srudent :i



.c draft,/edit process to achieve a
.J l itcrate report, then the student

r  . . rcvccl  that  goal .

rndicates nroreovet', t lrat the stu-
-r5 denrclnstrated an all i l i ty and

r :, lcanr frortr nristakes anrl to use
-* rpline to work hard to achieve a
:.: ir i larly, a repoft on strch a strrdent
: :c of tnore value to an intending
. . cr tlan a sinrple letter grade wlriclr

.cirn Sonlething to one llerson ancl

.: ig else entirely to anoLher.

.r r.ur inbuilt r igorous method is to
, :  . t lents conr l l lc te their  own sel f -
. .cl it. 

' l 'his 
l lractice carrses students

r. i un their inrllr-ovenlellts, what has

been learnt, and the very nature of how
they have learnt. (See Inset 2).

Introduclng GBA When a school has
used letter gracles, percentages or sonte
other recognition of a nrythical standard,
it is crbvious that a continuous program of
in-seryice for all menrbers of the school
conununity is required.

New staff who have not used GBA,
students and parents all need clear and
practical exarnples demonstrated. Wdtt'en
nraterial needs to be translated into conr-
nrunity languages, and work-shop type ac-
tivities could be enrployed, where teachen
and parents beconte the leamers. It calls
for inragiuative but exciting planning and
leantiug, with positive outconres for all.

disappear under this systen of
course and its goals.

Wi | | iarnsto\i/n's pol icy
(Excerpt from Lorne curriculum conference lgs2)

Descriptive goal-based assessment
\Ve see this as allplicabte to all subjects and structured areas of learning(c.g. honte groul)s, excursions, canrlts).
Each teacher should establish the goals to be achieved at the beginning
',i the ystr or trrtit of work. Sttrdcnts slxruld bc invr-rlved in negotiatirlg thesE
g()ats.

Sttrdents need to be involved in tlre assessnrent. ' l 'his 
can be tlone in a

nunrbcr of  ways, inclrrc l ing:
d.  Sel f -evaluat iorr
b. Cr-rnsultati irn with the teachcr

i  . .  Consrr l tat ion wi th peers

J l 'he goals should relate to those of the faculty or program.
I t,oals tleed to tle realistic and it is envisaged that eacS student wil l be set

aelr ievable goals.

J 
. l 'he 

concept of fai lure of students should
ilssessulent. Iiailrrrc inrlll ies faults in the

bcommendation
JI*: \\ ' i l l iatnstowtr I l igh School should change to a (X)AL-BASED descriptive
bc::rrtcttt i tr orrler to achieve a nunrber of the ainrs deciclecl by the p.rlntr,
l i t : - i , ts  and teaclrers at  Lorne curr iculunr weekend.
s-;  bcl ieve that assess're. t  af fects the aclr ievenlef l t  of  the fo l lowing aims:
?cr:onal Development

r. A settsc rtJ uchieunnenl - by allowing students to see the goals and
how thcy  ar  e  ach icv ing  t l renr .

ii. Exptriant'e suu'ess - by nreastrring thenrselves against achievable
goals arrr l  n<.r t  i r r  cornpet i t ion wi t l r  othcr students.

i i i '  ScU:cstt 'uur _- rvil l  follow the sense of aclrievenrent attainecl by the
successful  cour l l let ion of  at :cessi l l le goals.

ir'. 9lj discipline/resporrsibility - the onus will be on the students to help
sct  goals and t l ren nrccl  theur.

\'. Inquisilitv and critit'al utlitude - a degree of self evaluation will be
invo lved.

r i. ()onl' idenre - throtrgh achievcnrent/involvenrent in the assessment
l)t 'occss.

vii. l)ccisiott.tnuhing - negotiatiorr witlr teachers ancl other students on
t l re goals anr l  assessntent.

Communication and social development.
to(i.l skills Rernovalof cornpetition will fi_rsfer co-operatinn and will encourage
x'>>ulcnt  of  jo int  work.

A student's
self-assessment

I have learnt a gfeat deal fronr this cgurse.
For once I am nclt afraid to write an essay.
In the past years I was scarecl as hell to
hand in an essay iir the fear that it would
be ridiculed in front of the whole class, as
it has happened.

Criticisnr fronr teachers was always very
hard for nre to deal with, they wouid turn
around and say 'that's not good enough,
repeat it', no one bothered to sit down witlt
nre.and try to explain where I went wrong.
This corlrse helps a person overconle their
lwiting difficulties. Making nristakes isn't
something that you slrould feel ashanted
of. Fncouragement is needed when you
are learning to write and this course pro-
vides encouragenrent. You shouldn't ieel
ashamed of your work. And this course
has helped me not to feel weaker and
ashamed of nry work, because I know nry
teacher will not be disgusted or angry ani
nuke me feel about three inches tall. In-
stead she wil l  tel l  me where nty
weaknesses are and how to overconre
thenr.

. 
'l'he quality of my work is improving

because we are given the chance to go
over our work if it 's not up to clur best
standard and what the teacher thinks is
the best we can do. By doing this I anr able
to hand in the best work I feel capable of
doing. l'he skill I have devekrpcd ii to reacl
nry work very carefully anrl to see if what
I have written nrakes any sense to nre,
making sure my grammar is clear, which
is the main area I have difficulties in. My
work needs a lot of inrltroving especially
nry granlmar and limited vocab. I spend
hours dwelling on a piece of work whiclr
could have been finished in half an hour.
I have no confidence when writing, nry
work is never good enough, which I would
like it to be.

Organisation of tinre is arrother pitfall.
The way I atternpt to organise nry tinre
is a disaster. 'l'he first goal I lrave to strive
for is organising nry tinre. ll ltrking out all
rtty t.houglrts and concentrating on nry
work. My nrind tends to rlrift very easily,
I start to think about everything else but
rny school work. Achieving nry goals has
been a slow process rrp to now, I just
Itaven't been able to get down and rlo
sonle real solid work without sonre kind
of distraction. Iivery so often I neecl to sort
out where llly priorities be, because of
things that are goiug on.
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CURRICUTUI{ TEADERSHIP IN ACTION

Numeroussmoll
beginnings

At Williomstown High school, community/porent involvemenl ond porticipoiion
in decision moking is not o cotch phrose but o commitment. The Educofionat
Magozine osked some williomstown HS students. porents ond teochers to write
obout their involvement ond porticipotion in decision moking in the school. Here
we present extrocts from their reports.

,'.1i" |[ -

&  r '

N

- : : - J  :

Community Lioison
RProgrom

J n March 1982, the Community Liaison program ar
I Williamstown HS commenced with the employment of
a community liaison officer. The program was funded by
the Supplementary Grants Program. A project team con-
sisting of parents and teachers was set up in l98l and
worked hard to develop aims and objectives for the project
as well as a job description for the community liaison
officer. The members of the project team believe that
students' learning improves when there is close interaction
between school and home. It also acknowledges that par-
ents have the right to share in decision making within the
school.

The Community Liaison Program aims to-
o open communication within the total school com-

munity;
o make the school an active part of the Williamstown

community and link its community culture to the"
curriculum;

r enable the Williamstown community to share in and
contribute to the school resources;

. encourage the various ethnic groups to link into the
school community, so that thbir cultures and needs
will be reflected in the school program;

o give a high priority to fostering involvemenr in the
school, particularly of those parents who are
currently least involved; and

o encourage interaction with other schools in the area.
in particular the feeder schools.

In the last two years Williamstown HS has made some
positive steps toward greater parent participation. One of
the first initiatives was to invite parents, teachers and
students to get together at Erskine House in Lorne for a
weekend to discuss curriculum. A total ofsixty-four people
took part in the conference. Although at first, some parents
were hesitant about how they could contribute, by the end

\\
of the weekend eyeryone was actively involved. One
parent who was unsure about coming, concluded by pre-
senting a group report to the whole meeting. It was a very
successful weekend and many recommendations were
madewhichhavenowbeenincorporatedintothecurricu.
lum.

Another important change in the school has been the -
development of the school curriculum committee (a sub-
committee of the school council). A number of parents
have been involved in this committee and have worked
throughthetaskofassessingcurriculumandrecommend-
ing changes to scllool policy and curriculum. No longer are
curriculum decisions being made solely by terchers.

Parents need to be given opportunities to participate in 
r' '

schools in a variety of ways. One way of encouraging this
has been the introduction of coffee mornings for parents of
Year 7 students. Each Year 7 group was asked to invite :
their parents to school for morning coffee. The students
wrote out invitations, prepared food and helped serve tea -
and coffee. This allowed parents to meet other parents and
gave them an opportunity to see their children working in
class. From small and tentative beginnings in 1982 where
there was a sense of hesitancy on the part ofboth students
and parents, in 1983 students have been very enthusiastic
and up to one-half of the parents of each group have been
keen to sit in on classes.

HomevisitshavebeenanintegralpartofthdprogIamas
a way of establishing the link between home and school.
The response has always been very positive and has often
been followed by a subsequent phone call or contact with
the school to raise or discuss issues of concern. Many staff
now make home visits to the students in their home group.
This practice needs to be encouraged as part of a whole 

' 
;

process of parents and teachers getting to know each other
better and sharing ideas about education 

:
It is generally recognised that close relations between

home and school will result in improved educational out-
comes for students and schools will be more responsive to



Irrt:s oi students and their community. Translating

Jr: -'gnition into widespread reality is, however, a slow
D:-<; as the barrier between home, community and
lr :re longstanding and difficult to break down.

T. : "ears' experience at Williamstown HS has shown
l:- -:rerous small beginnings are needed to bring about

F :erm changes in the attitudes of teachers and
F : S .

Jon Moos, Community Lioison Officer

brents ond curriculum doy
I 

- ..:amstown HS encourages parents to take part in
N -:rr iculum decisions and part icipate in Supplemen-
tr ::lnts committees, a curriculum subcommittee and
r - -lum days held several times during the year.

D-::ng Term l, 1983, the curriculum day was called
}f:i:Teot evaluation procedures and reporting to
F-:s-. All parents were invited to attend and those who
t,:.,:ed an interest received pre-reading material in the
lL. There were three separate postings allowing ample
!e :,r read the material.
T -: '  day began at 8.45 a.m. and f inished at 3.30 p.m.

E :s the program had been sent home, parents could
rr: s3 to be there for specific sessions if they could not
F-: ior the whole day.
\ l :s Gwen Alexander, Principal,  was the*opening

E:t,.'--r. followed by small group discussion. One teacher
t3:-'ir group had prepared a paper to stimulate discus-
F \lier a very chatty morning tea in the staffroom, the
D'-:s came together to report on the morning's discus-
!r.: Formal meeting procedure was then explained and
F: :o come to decisions and recommendations to go to
ts ;:rlTcurriculum committee, and the curriculum sub-
F:r i t tee of the school counci l .
i:. :he alternoon we were invited to work in the laculty

r: :i our choice. More than twenty parents attended.
E::e, them members of the school counci l .  the Parents
x Cir izens Associat ion, and the Pirents Auxi l iary.

,':n lIaas, Community Liaison Officer, works lrom the

Frrtlv renoveted brick cottage where parents can drop
L .-.rve a "cuppa" and find a welcoming person. The pav-
r: ls close to the street, self-contained and is also the
n:e for Parents Auxil iary meetings.

i:re principal and staff actively encourage parents to
r. rart of the school community and to take pan in pro-
a:"ls in the school. Parents are also encouraged to write
r.:; les for the school newsletter which is posted home.

Ii does take time, effort and money to have parents take
r:: rn curriculum days. As a parent who has attended
r=culum days at  Wi l l iamstown HS, I  am glad that the
nool sees parental participation worth the cost.

l r is  Whitehurst ,  porent

But it is the students
who should Profit

l\To matter what change is made through the Education
I \ Department, the people who are most affected by it
are, in fact, the students. It may be the teachers who apply
the new amendment but it is the students who should, in
the long run, profit. An education is the basis for future
hope of employment, and without it, it is difficult (but not
entirely impossible) to succeed in the world.

I am a student at Williamstown HS, and a member of
the school council and various other subcommittees. I
believe that our school has proven, without doubt, that the
viewpoint and thoughts of we, the lower-year levels are
equal in importance to those of the older students. Evi-
dence of this is the schoolcouncil. Most schoolcouncillors
are senior students but the students on our council are in
Years 7 and 9.

I have been involved in many things which could, in the
long run. be profitable improvements to our school. One of
these was an employer survey on goal-based assessment, a
relatively new program of teacher reporting which is non-
competitive. In goal-based assessment, there is no grading,
which can vary from teacher to teacher, but instead a
detailed description of the work that was expected to be
done, the amount of work that was actually done, and the
good and bad points of each student's standard of work.

Parents, teachers and students .participated in the
employer survey. A wide variety of fields of occupation
were covered representing at least 200 000 employees.

,,,-,However, as opinions varied so much it is impossible to
reach any conclusive statement about the goal-based
assessment. Although, there is a noticeable swing towards
having simply "pass" or "fail" and a description of work
done.

Tonio Briggs, Yeor 9 student

Participative decision making in action. Groups of students,
parents and teachers discussing evaluation procedures for sport
electives.

4 1 .



Curriculum tosk force
T h. curriculum task force at williamstown HS has
r become more aware of the need for community

involvement in curriculum development this year.
The task force, comprising five staffmembers, decided

to conduct an employer survey following a recent public
meeting about school reports. Ninety pir.ntr, students,
teachers and others attended, many issues were raised and
discussion was full and frank. A major concern was
whether or not the new, non-graded report forms would
disadvantage students seeking employment.

The task force decided to act on this concern and set
about designing an appropriate survey. Members of the
student welfare committee were invited to assist and they
responded enthusiastically. Many parents joined in as
well.

Finally, a document was compiled showing_
o the number of responses to each question;
o the names of companies surveyed;
o impressions formed by the survey group; and
. responses by other groups related to employment.
Anyone interested in obtaininga copy ofthis document

should contact the school.
The survey group felt that the experience was worth-

while and would encourage future projects to involve
students, parents and teachers working together.

Tony Collohon, teocher

Democrotic curriculum
I s I see it, democratic curriculum means that teachers

^f1.will have to spend more time advising students, who
obviousiy are not going to go on to tertiary education, and
encourage them to stay on at school learning from a curri-
culum that offers a wide range of realistic subjects, thereby
having them participating in education and training for
future self-motivation and discipline in their own rives.

This means that assessment needs to be changed to suit
a democratic curriculum. We need to get away from com-
petitive assessment, which demoralises both the unacad-
emic students and the academic students, who are usually
pressured to do better and work harder until some get
thoroughly fed up and leave school before acquiring their
HSC. Perhaps the only person you should compete with is
yourself.

Changes necessary to allow democratic curriculum to
take place-

o the need to be community minded, not insular;
e school-based decision making involving parents,

teachers and students; and
o devolution of power-more participation-should

lead to a democratic community education.
Judy McConvil le, porent

4 2 .
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Coffee mornings
Tt is not difficult to see the problems that the staff of
r williamstown HS run into in rrying to get full participa-
tion of parents in functions designed with thls end in
view.

There are the normal percentages of working parents,
the parents who are just not interested and those who do
not care. There are also those parents who care but who feel
intimidated by their memories of how schools used to be
places where one could only walk-not run (..euietly
please!') and where one was also taught not to have too
many original thoughts ("Don't argue with me!").

The mdin value of such functions as coffee mornings is
in the breaking down of the barriers (imagined or other-
wise). If these visits do this for just one person, then the
effort is worthwhile. How good it is to be in such a relaxed
atmosphere where the parents, teachers and students min-
gle on such an equal footing.

with the better understanding between parents and
teachers must come greater benefits for the students and
that, after all, is where all our concerns lie.

Roy Peorson,porent

Surveying employers
J) ecently, we were invited to help studenrs and teachers
l\at Williamstown HS survey employers about goal-
based assessment.

During the first week, smail groups each consisting of a
teacher, students and a parent, visited various employers.
The employers were asked to complete a questionnaire
compiled by the curriculum task force, on what type of
report system they preferred when considering a student
for employment. Their questionnaires were pui together a
few weeks later, and the results were made available to
interested parents. The groups also visited schools already
using goal-based assessment. our group visited Sydney
Road community School where we had an interesting
afternoon speaking to teachers and pupils.

Morg Stevenson ond Shir ley Rigney, porents

)

I

t

Parents of Year 7 students at a colfee morning.
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p:udent welfore
fJ 

-.: srudenr welfare commitree at Williamstown HS has
I 

. :r.n surveying a large number of employers about ,
l'; -:rsed assessrient. !i. *"nr.d r" i";;i;iilili I w I s Fr I
F. a s\ stem they used: whetherit was percentages. marks I V CD (,
F -si.omments D w E Fl E
l : : : . r r h i s w a s c o m p l e t e d i t w a s s u g g e s t e d t h a t w e s h o u l d l _ H E F l E ,

f - -::;.:;:.,,;:=f "-,*;',J;r;;;"t

F::';;".T"l"lllJ;i:1iil,Tlli'i"l:-'""":"lt'.:lT,fryi/''*7*_,I
F,'.:::'lilf::iffi:H;,'J"Ji,"r:Trui.:l"l* | I'
13: -':id that lhe wearing ofuniform is not comDulsorv. an
|B:: 're lhsughl.was good because r"''," r".iii"r ."i""i Being on the curriculumFf ' j ro buy uniforms.

l- ..,. rtr;;;;'t"ra**rricrr was sitring in rhe middle of COmmittee
lth': '--rool. It was there because the school had raised some
rr -:r  l rom a fete, and they didn't  know what to do with
lh' :  :roney. Then suddenry, one teacher asked the kids i f
th': .i anred a tram for after-school activities. and the kidsg : "res". Then, when the teacher left ,  i t  was just there
rr -!r 'd. We think that is a big waste.
i '\ hat we do on the student werfare committee is good
ii-- :nd I wish more schools would get involved in similar
f '  . '  i t l e s .

Melisso Wisbey, yeor 7 student

Student pqrlicipqtion
in truoncy study
D:rln* 

1983-84, the victorian Inst i tute of Secondary
r-z E6u.ation (vlsE) is conducting a study of truancy in .
I --:oria. with support from the Education Department,
F: cathol ic Education off ice, the Associat ion of Inde-
p:dent Schools of victoria, the pol ice Department and
r.c Depanmenr of Community Welfare Services.

\s a part of this studv, vlsE asked nine victorian posr-
F:nary schools to undertake case studies.

It rvas proposed that a small team of students from each
tc-.ool *ould be employed on a work experience basis for
rrer'e days, to prepare and collect data and to write a
::mplete report on their f indings.

Different task forces decided to present their f indings in
l:fferent ways. one task force prepared a video. My task
orce decided to complete a written report. To do this
re embarked on a series of tape-recorded interviews and
Uf  vQY5.

I enjoyed talking to the different peopre whom I met in
he course of the assignment. I feel I furthered my skills in
,ntrrg and gained lrom the responsibi l i ty i t  gave me. I
irnk the project was a worthwhile exercise.

Heother Morris, yeor l l  student

F:ltl: 
pasr rwo years I have been the chairperson ofther'  wl l l ramstown HS curriculum committee-an erected

body of seventeen members accountable to the schoor
counci l .

There are five parent representatives, five teachers, five
students, the principar or deputy, and the president of the
school councilora representative. In addition, there can be
two co-opted members who cannot be elected under the
existing categories.

The demanding. and continuing task of the curr iculum
committee is to assess, and revise where necessary, the
current school policy and curriculum.

This task has been both st imulat ing and mind-stretch-
ing requir ing committee members to consider the basic
issues of the aims of education in general; the appropriate
curriculum for students in the l9g0s; the way that parents,
teachers and students should interact; how the schoolcom-
munity relates to the wider community, and the thorny
issue of goal-based assessment and reporting to parents.

These issues demand an equar input rrom parents and
students as well as from teachers and this has-been one of
the most signif icant aspects of the committee-the notion
that the educative process concerns us all.

Another important experience has been that of partici-
pating in constructive changes in the curr iculum -and the
sense that the system can be moved-albeit  slowly.

within the two years of the committee's l i fe signif icant
changes have been realised in the school. Thesi flowed
lrom the unique Lorne conference, where parents, teachers
and students worked hard on the issues.

The changes instituted in l9g3 were wide ranging and
important requiring continuing monitoring uni urr.rr-
ment by the curr iculum committee. These changes
included humanit ies in year 7. a "round robin" ofelect ives
in Year 7; a wider choice of electives in years 9 and l0:
home groups to estabrish pastoral care; and semester
teaching of subjects in years l l  and 12.

Jonet  Howie,  porent
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CURRICUTU}I TEADERSHIP IN ACTION
REPORT ON THE W.H.T CURRICULUM SEMINAR

'IMPROVING OUR PRACTICEN

NET'PORT COLLEGE OF T.A.F.L _rtth & lgth ocToBER l9t7
This seminar was held in the local area and on a Sun(ay, as well  as a
weekday,  in  order  to  a l low f  or  nrax imum par t ic ipat ion by parenrs,
especial ly those rnany parents who work during the week.

Lunches and a dinner were provided to al l  part icipants, part ly as an
incentive to attend, but also to altow for as rnrch informal soi ial ising
and discussion amontst Parentsr teachers and students as possible.
Chi ld  care was a lso prov ided.

I t  seems' that  these "s t rategies"  worked,  as many more parents at tended
than have ever  before at  s imi lar  curr icu lum programmes.

A

I t  is  obvious l rom these f igures that ,  in  sp i te  of  a  lo t  o f  energv that
went  in to encourat ing students to  at tend,  we st i l t  need to Eevelop
bet ter  s t rategies to ensure thei r  par t ic ipat ion.
' l 'he 

a ims of  the seminar  were:

( i )  To develop st rategies to improve the Coal  Based Assessment
process at  Wi l l iamstown High School ;  and

( i i )  To look at  a . rante of  o ther  educat ional  issues and how they could
be used to enhance our curr iculum.

Tl re f i rs t  a im was developed as i  resul t  o f  the Evaluat ion of  G.B.A.  at
Wi l l iamstown High School  carr ied out  by the P.E.P.  Task Force in  l9EZ.
The issues which arose were out l ined by Tr is l r  Cot ter  in  a
speech made to a l t  par t ic ipants at  the beginnint  o I  the seminar .  They
were the six topics discussed in workshops on thJ Sunday af ternoon.
The "other educational issues" which were discussed on the Monday had
been ident i f ied in  d iscussions at  Staf l  Curr icu lum Commit tee meet ings
dur ing the year  as being worthy of  fur ther  invest igat ion and possib le
implementat ion at  Wi l l iamstown High School .

Perhaps the major outcome of the seminar w:ni the aff irmation
that G-B-A.r in spite of some imperfect_ions in t trc process, is general ly
working well  at Wil l iamstown High School; and that thire is i
widespread feel ing in the school community that we now need to shif t
the focus onto the content of our curriculum and further improving
our teaching practice.

At tendances were as fo l lows:

Teachers Parents Students and
Ch i ldren

Other Visitors Totals

SUNDAY
MONDAY

32
39

25
l l

15&3
2

9
t3

t4
65
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A DAY lN L.A. by
Ihe sun rose r r€d over the awakening
ra l ley ,  r€ f lec t ing  o f f  the  g lass
skyscrapers and the entwined serpents
,st colourful aluniniun; slithering over
concrete paths, through holes j n the
earth, uoder and over each other. A
hazy grey mist  hovered, conceal ing the
nearby hi l ls  a deadly cocktai l  of

t

f unes and gases . Sometimes it sat_
stubbornly for weeks unt' i l . the wind
rudged it Lowards the sea. Giant
a luminium 'b i rds '  soared through the
r i st , immigrating, emigraLing, hunting
cut  p rey .

A b lack snake of aluminitrm slid
rorbidly along black asphalt towards a
h i  1 l  srudded wirh whi te marble.  A
reh i te snake of the same subsLance
squirmed lieht-heartedly from a sacred
stone structure. The urban jungle was
bust l ing:  the strong preying on the
reak and the sick.  The r ich staying
heal thy;  the s ick staying poor.

In the hcart of the jungle Charlie
studied the l ight seeping under the l id
of  of  h is favour i te ' rDumpmaster ' r .  I t
stunk to high heaven; but he was
accustomed to the st-ench besides,
i t sheltered him from the chil ly clesert
nights and nocturnal predators. He
not iced a morsel  of  food, swal lowed i t -
and washed it down with three bottles
of vanil la. Charlie was happy with the
day so far.  The possibi l i t .y  of
spending the nexr nigJrt  in a di f ferent
p lace  hadn ' t .  even c rossed h is  mind :  a
s ta in less  s tee l  s t re tcher  a t  the  c i  t y

uorgue, At least he'd have a sheet to
eover  h im"

Kar is  s tepped ou t  o f  the  e leva tor ,
slappecl an obscene man with wandering
hands and hurried along the two blocks
to  "Burger -K ing" .  She ordered her
ustml lunch. Her F'rench Fr ies were over
f r i e d ;  b u t ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  i t  t a s t e d
the same as ever.  f tJust  & second'  r t  she
thorrg,,ht , ' tThere I s supposeC to be two
s l i t - -es  o f  tomato ,  no t  one !  r '  Kar is
l e f t -  t h e  o f f i c e  a t  5 . O 4 ;  a n d  a r r i v e d

CLAR
time to ponde

tomato.

AARON
niss ing s l ice of

Mike was late getting home from school:
a pedestrian had been eliminated by a
semi-trai ler ;  and i t  took a whi le to
scrape her off the road. He reviewed
his honework and read a book until the
ambulance pulled arday. t{hen he arrived
hone he attempted a naths assignment,
gave up and washed his red 'porsche | .
I le was rather vexed upon discovering an
alnost noticeable scratctr on ttre roof .
He retired to the jacuzzi where he
watched the "Cosby Show". Mike r s
father was in San Francisco on company
business I and his mother brought home a
guy named Jordan. Another secret
bet-rayal. Flike always kept his nouth
shut though; and he reminded hinself
never to get marr ied.

Ramon I  s 'beeper '  beeped. He cal led
Julio inmediately on the car phone as
he rtraited at a red l ight in his red
'Ferrar i '  .  Jul io said there was a
major deal going on that night at the
back of the 'Krylon I paint factory and
told him he should be there. Ramon was
proud of the progress he had made from
his narcot ic deal ings in the past four
months. Ee had earned enough to buy
the 'Ferrar i  I  in f ive weeks. Now he
rdas a true t 'High Roller'r, raking in
cash from addicted customers.  But
Ramon was sloppy. In the ' jungle '

sloppiness is synonymous with death.
At 8.  06,  Bi l l  Cosby told Rudy to c lean
up her room; and Ramon hras shot f ive

t- ines in the face.

At I . OB Diana r{as raped , bru tally
slaughtered and dismenbered by ao
axe-wielding psychopath,

So u.as John.

Tyrone stared at  what used to be his
bes t  f  r iend 's  ches t .  He had no  t ime to
shed Lenrs.  He could hear approaching
sirens and his homeboys were cal l ing
impat ien tLy .  Hc  p icked up  h is  sawn-o f f

KE
r on the
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shot gun and left Chris lyine there, in
a pool of crimson. . . . a blue bandanna
tied around his forehead. As the car
screeched away, Tyrone felt l ike
vomiting as he looked back at the
perforated corpses stresrr in the
aftermath of the gangland warfare.
Revenge ruled his mind: "Bloods must
die. " The war was never ending; but
Chr is died for his colours.  That- 's al1
that mattered.

Jenny couldn't wait unti l tomorrow - it

Idas her tenth birthday. She had to gr
to bed after watching her favourit,
televisi-on program: "The Cosby Show"
From her bed she watched the sun as i,
retreated behind the foothil ls. Thr

"k.y 
turned a charcoal grey aD(

mill ionaire Bil l asphyxiated himself ir
h is 'Porsche th4, in his t r ip le garagr
at his three nil l ion dollar mansion ir
Bever ly  l l i l l s .

Just  another day in an urban jungle.

i

I

I



SHOPPER'S GUIDE

AilDREA LEICESTER

abopping for any thing can be fun, a' roublesome 
and i r r i tat ing task or a

-rrplete disaster. Bvery tine one
s.irops one experiences this gamut of
orfrer iences in the cruel ,  g l i t ter ing
lod Doney hungry world of some foms of
rroey-making. I can show you how to
lrke i t  less per i lous;  and give you

,- of idence when 'f cl imbing the Everests
: t  commercial ly eager,  cret ins who are
: rash or sycophantic: in the face of
: :f [ '  the worthy shopper.

? l e a s e  r e a d  o n  S i r l M a ' m  i f  y o u
; I  ease ,  s i r /ua 'm. .  .  ,  can r  have be of
rssistance SIR ? May I  help you HA,M ?

fiT-RE ARE SO}IB OF TIIE RULES:

co to the ci ty if you think you can
put up with the "Met" or the parking
chaos.

t {h i ls t  in a "delay" in ei ther of  the
above, take deep breaths and be
thankful  that  you are not in L.A. or
l{oscow.

Try to forget the f rustrat ions
associated with your s low at tempts
a t  a r r i v i n g  e a r l y . .  [ y o u  d i d n ' t  n e e d
those 9am ' t l lagni f icent Sale l tems"
anyway.

If you want to be ignored by shop
.assistants go to the "bigrf

5 .

6 .

7 .

B .
i
i

departnent stores.

If you l ike intrusive attention and
are garrulous try Toorak Road.

Should you be noderately penniless
go to one of the rrRecycls[ shops
c lose  by .

If you are tf straight poorw
charity-raising rop SEOpSrf abound.

Beware the assistant in any of the
above who I ies and tells the
purchase will enhsasg your looks and
sex appeal.

9. If you can, rdear the eneralds and
diamond to deter the attention of
the store I s security personnel.

19. Buy clothes in shops when you have
had diet problems not immediately
after you have presunedly overcome
then [They won,t last and wil l soon
have to be donated to your nearest
recycle char latan; or put into the
Brotherhood kids '  n ight t ime shel ter
bins .

I laving followed this advice, there are
no guarantees from anywhere. But, I
wish you the best of luck purely and
simply trecause you very much need it ! !

.,

l .
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DEATH by MEGAN McAULIFFE

She felt sleepy and awkward, tripping
over things in the dimly lit roou.
Opening the blinds she looked out at
the day, It was sunny and actually
quite colourful. The sky seemed
somehow to have been painted. The
leaves on the trees rrere f luttering
their orln dance to their own
internittent rhythms. Ever since it
had happened the days had been
breathless. She wondered if sonething
had been sent from the heavens to take
the place of her mother. She had slept
a lot since the funeral. It seemed
that there weren| t any tears left in
her body. Her father had rhe hardest
task to get over the grieving; while at
the s€Lme time, s€t- an example of being
'cool ,  calm and col lected'  for  h is
children.

ller grandmother siurply wanted her to
stop crying,

ff You can I t keep crying , Ruth. you' ve
got to start  l iv ing your l i fe" .  She
had told Ruth this a few days earlier,
trhen she refused to come out of her
room for dinner. The main thing was
that while stre had stopped crying, she
hadn't stopped hurting. There was a
great bie knot in the stomach that
wouldn' t  unt ie i tsel f .  Ruth fe l t
helpless and unable to do or think
about anything. Stre was like a dunury
in a sbop. .  .  unable to l ive.

They had come up to their grandparent, s
farm to t ry to "get over the death".
Everyone moped around the house
aimlessly in sorrow and sel f - inf l ic ted
misery.  I t  reminded Ruth of  another

sad time in her l i fe when she split up
with her beloved boyfriend of six
months. She felt that a big chunk had
gone missing from her. She had felt
ainless when suddenly he came back and
they were reconci led.  This wouldn' t
happen with her mother. It wasn I t even
as if there was any warning: no
terninal i l lness announcement just
one of those freaky things.

Iler mother had been on her way home
from work one day when a young drunk
lost control and ramned her car at 14O
kn. She died instant ly.

What l ingered in Ruth's mind was the
thoughts she renenbers on that very day
r,rhen she was expecting her lively
mother returning home from nork to cook
the fanily meal. Ruth sti l l  recalls
the ingredients for the meal stacked in
the fr idge. Her nind st i l l  contains
the picture of her mum walking in the
door laden with ttre extras for another
fan i l y  feas t .

Ruth walked into the farm kitchen. She
sti l l  half expected her mother to be
there talking to grandna. It felt as
i f  a hiatus had occurred. A break in
life that would tre whisked away by the
rdave of a wand. A holiday in space and
t i n e .

It rdas a sudden and dranratic
real  isat ion.  Ruth resolved that her
mother would be f ixed in her mind and
l i fe for  as long as l i fe gave breath Lo
her ;  and tha t  she  hadn ' t  gone a l l  tha t
far  away.

r"i

:
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I YEAR TWETVE cHArLEl{cES
I

I lv FATET{ HASNA
l::r "il,:9:"l,Co.municationn 

assessnenr RequireDeors ia the year 12 nngtlsh
I :! Engrash this year, I elected to Course.
I t:""k to a class ot year ll students.

I 
:..stressed the a'pportance of attendiog A nide rangiag nutrber of activittes

l.,r_.l:":":i -ard tror allowiag oneself $ith great learning effeets otr oerbers
I :. :"4: 

behind. 
-Because there is so of the class have taken ptace nlthin

I Tl--|:T:-::k_ciy.l 
it becotres ahosr the conrext of our srudies and tearning

I rrposslDle to 'catch upn.- if even on.l-y requireoents.
| . fetj tasks are left incorplete. Quite
I 

.- f es 
_ :_rud:nts have had to I dfop out r rn sunary, lte NEr vcE EI{cLrsE coItRsE

J 
Een EnlS nappens, assess[eot _ tnorm as ncoDon

I - - Assesseeot Tasts [CATS] _ involves a
I 

t_8009 idea. is to bave a Eonework & a 10t of work, fevi.ion and effort,
| 

..t:.:Iy-- thoughtout Study TIUETABLE, {Just itr case you think it,s all the
I nrcn alocates certain subiects hto teechers r fault: renerber that thelr
| 

lrxed. titre-srots each reeek - with a ,orkload hes dranatically rncreased too-provt'so'| that caters for change tf !!) rbe first cAT $as a Text rest and
speciar circurstances apply. To students rere requrred to rrrite about
balance out ti'e allocation to each one of the four books studied during
rcrk requirenent is trost inportant. To the year, fire other cATs ere rike the
.aintain olers personal and fanily Group One nopflollsll of previous years.
coritnents ls also vefy essential. students are required io do the nork
comon sense and flexib ity uay rel1 and are assessed on the standards
be needed to pronpt changes in aqy achleved,
given neek,

The systeD is better because students
rhree hours of 'ork and study per nrght not only koon why they are passing or
is the nininutr. Free troe at night aod failing. ttey knon Larlier and have
at geekends need to be planned the opportuoity to lfix things up, or
carefully to lncrease the beneficiar nake i'proveoents - as nell as gain
efrect' on individ'al, fanily and evidence and advice on hor they can
scholastic life - FoR ALL rNvoLvED. becone nore successful, This is surely

Lons tern cormitoents, such as sporr L""li.tj"t". "Sftt"l;""itTr":" 
"#teao participation nay be best accustored to this type of education

curtailed' for the rigorous last year and assessnent practice. They are, in
of secondary educatiotr - although early. fact, experts r.r.th nany years of
in the year sone students can benefit experience [oore than eigit years, in
and/or cope, factl co[pared to other 

".hool".
Fo. 1990' tL. Year 12 scudents b,ave had There is also a freedoo and flexibility
tooe conpelling and interesting involved which helps parents, teachera
chall,enEes - quite diff,eretrt in past aod students to improve learnings at

!.ears. one gas the 75th Amlversary every stage.
Celebratlons leading up to the last
eeekend io ttarch, as neI.I. as naay other Overall, students get a luch clearer
activities throughout the year, Work sense of directlon, ' bettef
on the Re-unLons in March aad this opportunlties to i_oprove i aod a better
oagazioe have provlded a focal poitrt education io all the Fields of study at
for a key aspect of sone of the llort the VCE levels,
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I]IEY TTAELE DESTRUGTIO]I

by ANTHOilY PAYNE
Fugatoid sat at his desk almost six
niles below the surface of Lamarion,
I{ondering, as he often did' what the
planet surface actually looked like.
Ee knew that during the rGreat Galactic
l{arn the planet had been totally
devastated , leaving the surface barren
and radioactive for thousands of years.
But no one from the colony had actually
seen the noutside". Fugatoid' like
uany others, had been born underground
and had never seen real sunlieht or
breathed unmanufactured air.

He worked for the Federation of United
Galaxies [F. u. G. ] The FUG buildine rras
the largest structure in the planet.
It needed to be large because
everything in the knonn galaxies was
co-ordinated from within. Fugatoid
worked in the Admissions Department
which planets should be adnitted to
FUG.

Today was going to be the most
important day in his life, for he nas
going to present a report on a newly
discovered planet to the Emperor. It
was now eligible for induction.

ttYour t{orship. . . , . tt

ItForget the fornalities tell me
about this planet of yours. rf Fugatoid
gave the galactic co-ordinates to the
Emperor.

"Ahhh yes. . . .Earth ! fr [ft is customary
to use the name most commonly used by
the inhabitants. I

ttThese creatures have advanced at an
almost unbelievable rate. They've set
a new record. " read the Emperor who the
added: 'fAre you sure this is correct ?"

" Y e s  S i r .  . .  . q u i t e  s u r e ,  S i r .  "

It1hey have attained thermonuclear
capabilities ? il {This reas the
cr i ter ion.  l

'Yes Sir .  t l

'Hhen was contact made ?r

"We11, Sir.. . . the earth creatures
haven't actually nade contact 'with any
of our worlds at this stage. n

"fJhy haven't their Scout Ships nade
contact with our norlds ? I'

'Sir, the Earthlings have yet to
develop space travel, other than in
their 'orm planetrs orbit .  "

I'If the earth creatures have
yet to leave their own planetrs orbit;
and they have attained theruonuclear
poper, where on earth do they conduct
their detonations and testing ? ! 't

n E r . on their own planet. S i r .  I t

ON THEIR OTIN PI^ANET ! ! ! ! ! ! I I

Then he got up and slorely moved across
the room to the huge control console,
which was covered in lights and with
dials. I{ith his three enomous
tentacles he opened a triangular
compartment and
within.

pressed a button

On the surface of Lamarion a small
flash of lieht from a galaxy far alday,
could be seen as the Earth exploded
into tri l l ions of separate particles.

Then he sat down again with a look of
dismay and trepidation on his face.

"The destruction of their planet Has
i n e v i t a b l e .  . . . . . f '
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DUGK SHOOTII{G

by DAVID TURNER

The annual shooting of ducks is a
practice that should be bannsal'. The
inhs6aa" act of killing innocent birds
is barbaric. Not only is there the
high risk of wiping out whole species
of duck; the perpetrators actually have
the audacity to disobey the rules of
what they call a sport. This makes it
hard to trnderstand why they use the
tern tf sportrr . In fact it is a very
one-sided affair remi.niscent of the
feeding of the Christians to the lions.
The ducks have no chance of survival;
and no means of fighting back.

The main dangerr zrs I perceive it, is
the high risk of destroying species.
Then there is no possibility of
retrieving that special form of bird
life. Future generations can read
about but never observe them, Thirteen
year old Frances Roberts shares this
viewi and hopes that when she is
twenty: "There will stil l be wild birds
to be seen. r '  Losing a species is 1ike
losing a part of the fabric of nature,
Are ducks to become another *dodo*
destined only for the history books ?

In my view this activity can be more
accurately described as genocide rathe.r
than a sport. The ducks are hardly
able to compete in the situation. All
they can do is merely fly to safety.
They cannot realistically compete in
the battle uttless you as reader can
devise a way of arning them with high
Dohrered rifles with telescopic sights.
l{o, the ducks have no aflns ' nor motives
to courater  the oppfessofs.

Not only is it bad enough that shooters

naim and kill, they also frequently
disobey laws in doing so. At the very
least they should be willing to adhere
to the rules. . . [not that I am condoning
the destruction anyrday t I Daily
starting times are ignored. This gives
shooters the added advantage of being
able to shoot ducks earlier than the
birds have fully woken from and left
their nests and broods. Ibe nrles of
the nsportn were designed to eliminate
such grossly unfair advantages
supported by such unnatural and hunan
inventions such as the alarm clock
or even the clinical use of a Telecon
Iilake-up Reminder Call. The rules are
there to provi-de some measure of
fai-rness; but they are largely ignored
or un-enforced.

It is also the naivete of people who do
condone duck shooting that makes it,
even more, horrendous. One, Tony
O'Brien t Eiving the Animal
L iberat i -on is t rs ' rEool igansf  Award of
the Yearx does nothing. The award
smacks of sarcasn and proves nothing,
does nothing, has no effect. It is
essentially a childish and futile
gesture. It is a ploy which ignores
the central issues.

Duck slaughter is i rnnroral and
Why should rde ask defenceless,
ducks be faced with inhumane
anmunition ? Extinction rlill
end result.

savage.
unarmed

human
be the

Those who are in a positi-on to do so r
should ban duck-shooting to preserve an
important form of wildlife for future
generati-ons.
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TIIE COMPETITIOI{

by JACKIE GORGIOSKA

On Satuxfuy 4th August the third Annual
lfacedonian Dancing Conpetition was
held, Present to witness this
spectacular conpetition between nine
different dance groups was an eager and
happy crowd.

Distinguished guests included members
of parliament, representatives of the
police force, Immigration Department,
and some hiehly respected doctors,
lar*yers and priests.

President llr Naumovski off icially
opened the conpetition and the two
thousand nenber audience bristled with
exc itement . lty dance group rlas f irst
on the agenda. After a final, last
ninute pep talk and a feverish spate of
goodwill messag€s, the curtain opened
and we were on. The night was long and
finally the €urnouncenent of 1fos ldfnners
was made at 2.3Oan ! As usual the
winners rdere elated; and losers
deflated. Nevertheless, it was a darn
good night.
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A1{ ALTERED LIFE

by DIAI{A KRSLOVIC

I{here can I start ?
I was chewing on my rieht thunbnail as
the plane landed at the airport in
Yugoslavia. The darkening sky was
enriched by flashes of lightning. Uy
heart began to pound in eagerness to
see my grandparents who lived so far
auay. They were my father I s parents .
I was both nervous and filled with
excited expectation. Grandfather Nick
and Grandnother Anna were standing
there, warn greeting anns outstretched.
The hugs and kisses lasted a long tiue;
r inged by a few barely hidden tears
behind Grandpafs strong smile.

llany days passed ever so quickly.
Grandpa and I, on one particular night,
stayed up singing traditional songs.
lle hardly experienced a silent moment.
He leaned over and with his slim bony
hand' picked up a glass of honemade
grappa.

His stare was one of gentleness and
love. He told ne of his love and how I
was his favourite grandaughter. A tear

trickled donn my face. That night was
the dearest to me; it then was and
still is forever engraved in my heart.
At the end of the stay the good-byes
rrere full of sadness and grief .
Grandpa had, in the short tine, filled
my nind with many thoughts and advice.
It nas he who opened ny heart and eyes.
He once said: rGood things come to
those who wait;  but i_t 's a pity l i fe
goes so fast. rt He made me realise hore
special I was. He showed nhat
sincerity was and how to appreciate
fully the gift of life. He passed on
the fullness and happiness of his life
to me and many others.

He was stolen from me by death shortly
after my visit. The grief was fully
felt; but it is now nerging re ith the
positi-ves that his life gave to the
people he loved and freely returned
that love.

"Pop, it was you who taught ne the ways
of life and fulf ilment. you reere the
one reho altered the course of ny life. n
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THE BOWYER GENERATIONS

rschool rdas more reginented.
Discipline was pretty strong. A 'wackt

over the knuckles was not even thought
about. It sinply happened. Tables,
Spelling and Arithnetic were the main
thiags. I believe that your atmosphere
in the school today is more conducive
. o and gets work done on your orlrr
initiative which we didn't have. If
you couldn't cope you were just left
aside in those days. The teachers
cared though. But that's not the
point.

Today you are encouraged to question,
to accept challenges in a realistic
oanner. In our day we learnt ttby the
bookr and THAT t{AS TEAT. t{e produced a
few famous people in those days like
Charles Zwar who ended up writing hieh
class music in the U.S. [Ed. Note:
Charles Zvlar rdas mentioned by many at
the Llarch Reuni-on. He rdas an excellent
nusician rcho attended Oxford and stayed
in England. Recently a notice appeared
in Helbourne nerlspapers announcing his

death.f Another notable was Ton Eedg€sr
who nade a name for himself [a herol as
a pilot during the war.

I can alnays remember a teacher by the
aam€ of Gerity who was with the school
when it was a gramrnar school. He was
miffed by the behaviour of one Alistair
llc Donald. Unusual in those days he
had very long hair. Gerity shook hin
fiercely by the hair. The next thing
he knew was rrBANGn up against the wall.
Another teacher was tlr Richards whom we
nimicked with great delieht. He used
to say: trPutty ya blackheads by"
neaning: put your pencils donn. That
was only one of his peculiarities.

Our uniforn included 'applecatchers'

down below the knees, blazer and cap,

I was in the Wonbat House and we rlere
the duds. After I left they got back
on top probably because I was no
longer there. I{e never mixed with the
girls for anything, too,

5 4 .
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(From le f t )  1 .  L loyd Jones (present  Pr inc lpa l ) ;  2 .  Freda McDonald
( s t u d e n t ,  1 9 1 8 ) ; 3 .  L a u r i e  P a r k e r  ( s t u d e n t ,  1 9 2 9 - 3 5 ) ; 4 .  J o y
P a r k e r  ( s t u d e n t ,  1 9 3 0 s ) ; 5 .  G w e n  G a r n s w o r t h y  ( s t u d e n t ,  1 9 3 0 s ) ;
6 .  G l e n  C a m p b e l l  ( s t u d e n t ,  1 9 6 0 s ) ; 7 .  J u n e  Y o u n g  ( s t u d e n t ,
1 9 4 1 - 4 5 ) ; 8 .  T e r r y  F o g a r t y  ( t e a c h e r ,  1 9 7 0 - 9 0 ) ; 9 .  l r l s  W h l t e h u r s t
( s t u d e n t ,  1 9 5 0 s ) ; 1 0 .  T o m  R u s s e l l  ( s t u d e n t ,  1 9 5 0 s ) ;  l l . H e a t h e r
R u s s e l l  ( s t u d e n t ,  1 9 5 0 s )  i  1 2 .  A l e x  M a c y s  ( l e a c h e r ,  1 9 6 7 - 7 0 ,
1 9 8 1 - 9 0 ) ;  1 3 .  J i m  H a y e s  ( s t u d e n t ,  1 9 6 0 s ,  l e a c h e r ,  1 9 7 6 ) ;  1 4 .
B ruce  Dav i s  ( s tuden t ,  1970s ) ;  15 .  Ma t thew  McKenz le  (Yea r  10
s luden l ,  1990 i ;  16 .  Ke l l y  Medd ings  (Yea r  10  s l uden l ,  1990 ) .

The 75th anniversary of both the landing at Gallipoli and the open-
ing of Williamstown High School are bing celebrated this year. At
Williamstown High School in March, past and present students and
teachers from eight decades (some of them are pictured abovb) cele-
brated the school's anniversary.
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TTthe term'ischool communily"

I wasn't  around in the 1960s or
I for most of the 1970s, but is

common parlance these days-with
the growth of parent participation in
schooling, the term has come into i ts
own. Yet, while a useful reminder
that " lhe school" is more than the
buildings and those who inhabit
them between the hours ofeight and
four, "school community" is not a
very accurate description of what
most schools are like. Relationships
between parents, leachers and stud-
ents at any one school are more likely
to resemble a set of loose alliances
than a well  knit  community. This is
particularly true of urban, secondary
schools. It is probably less true,of
primary schools and country schools.

Wil l iamstown High is an urban
secondary school with a stronger
perception of itself as a community
and a stronger sense of its place in
the local community than most. Per-
haps i t  has something to do with
Wi l l iamstown i tse l f .  Denis  Hen-
stridge, who has been teaching at
Wiff iamstown High for27 years, was
one of  |  5  speakers  (merc i fu l ly
limited to two minutes each) who
spoke at the assembly. He said,
though he regretted repeating-the
cliche, that Williamstown was like a
large country town on the edge of the
city. "People don't pass through
Williamstown, they make a decision
to come here."

Continuin g connections
and attachments
What was remarkable about the
speakers who represenled every dec-
ade of the school's existence, was
their continuing and recurring con-
nections with the school: Heather
Russel l ,  Pres ident  o f  the School
Council who opened proceedings,
was a student at the school in the
1950s; laurie Parker, who was lhere
between 1929 and 1935, was on the
School Advisory Council for l6 years
and has already attended the school's
25th, 50th and 60th anniversary cel-
ebrat ions;  Gwen Garnswor thy,  a
pupil  in the 1930s, is one of four
generations of her family to attend
the school ;  I r is  Whi tehurs t ,  the
school's Community Liaison Offi-
cer, largely responsible for organis-
ing the weekend's celebrations, was
a student at the school in the 1950s;
Jim Hayes, a current staff member
who first taught at the school in 1976,
was a student there in the 1960s. On
and on, lhe connections and attach-
ments were unravelled for the stud-
ent audience, most of whom, if
t rends in  soc ia l  and geographic
mobility are anything to go by, will
not be on the School Council in 20
years' time, nor sending their own
children to the school.
Very different kinds of
education
The first ex-student to speak, Freda
McDonald, enrol led at the school in
l9l8; the last, Christ ine Carley, left
i n  1988 .  The i r  memor ies  o f
Wil l iamstown High, memories of
school days separated by 70 years,
revealed some striking differences, as
one would expect. Yet both women

were equally grateful for the very drl:
ferent kinds of education they
received.

Freda McDonald recalled very
clearly how pleased she was to be
able to enrol. ln an era when school-
ing beyond Grade 8 was extended to
a minority of students and when
entrance exams were set by the few
metropolitan high schools in exist-
ence, Freda was grateful for, even
proud o[, receiving a secondary edu-
calion at all. "l loved my blazer with
WHS on the pocket and my straw
boaler," she told the present stud-
ents on whom not a blazer, let alone
a boater, was to be seen. Despite
being terrified of teachers like Mr
Gerrity, who regularly dealt out the
cuts and 500 lines, especially for
cheating, Freda and her fellow stud-
ents respected the staffand accepted
the discipline meted out and the
conformity demanded.

Christine Carley, on the other
hand, was grateful to Williamstown
High foralmost the reverse. She said
the school she attended in the | 980s
gave students the chance to be indi-
viduals, to excel at the things they
were good at. In her case this was
music and she singled out the
school's music program and depart-
ment for the opportunities they gave
her to travel and perform and
develop as a musician, a career she
now pursues. Christine was emphatic
in her support ofSTC, the course she
undertook in Year 12, and which she
considers gave her practical as well
as academic skills and contributed
to her ability to speak to such a large
audience with obvious confidence. "I
never regretted choosing STC," said
Christine. " and I appreciated the
understanding of my teachers. I can't
think of a teacher that I couldri't
approach."

Despite lheir brevity, the two-
minute reminiscences of all speakers
gave the school's present students an
idea, not only of how Williamstown
High has changed, but how educa-
tional and social values in general
have changed over 70 years.

June Young, who at tended
between l94l and 1945, wil l never
forget air-raid practice when stud-
ents, at the sound of the warning
siren, had to fling themselves faci
downwards around the edges of the
quadrangle. And on the day war
ended the whole school stobd to
attention as the Hallelulah Chorus
was played over the public address
system, going on so interminabty that
many students began to wish war
would break out again and put them
out of their misery. The war was
oflen held responsible for a general
9-q:lin. in public moratity, but ar
Williamstown High strict itandards
of dress and behaviour were never
in danger of being abandoned. ..'We
were not allowed oulside the school
gate without wearing our hats and
gloves," said June. "And if you got
that far there were always prefeits
waiting to report you.-

Unlike rhe l940s, rhe | 960s are
often remembered as an era of pro-
test, of student unrest in paris lnd
the US, of mounting opposition to
the war in Vietnam, oi the anti-
establishmeol music of the Beattes.

the Stones and Bob Dylan. But Jim
Hayes, a student in those heady days,
can't forget the rigid enforcement of
the wearing of grey caps with little
red buttons on top and more adven-
turous, red-letter days when brave,
rebellious boys wore desert boots
with their school uniform. In the
t960s the school still had a cadet
corps and a boy (obviously not a
cadet) was put on display in the
school quadrangle with a yellow rib.
bon in his too long hair.

Change in the 1970s
The collective picture produced by
the memories ofall those who spokl
at the assembly paints the 1970s as
the decade of most dramatic change.
Though changes obviously occurrid
between l9l5 and the 1960s, what
was striking about the images past
students chose to share with 

- 
the

audience was how much things had
stayed the same-the formaiity of
relations between teachers and siud-
ents and even between senior and
junior leachers, the importance of
school uniform, strict, imposed dis-
cipline, competition and streaming.

In the | 970s many of these things
were chal lenged, though Terry
Fogarty who started teaching at the
school in 1970 (and is still there)
remembered that jackets and ties
were de rigueur for malt-; teachers and
it was never anything bul "Good
morning, Mr Howe" from staff to
the principal. And Bruce Davis, a
student rn the same era and whosc
family ran the school canteen, has
never forgotten that boys should not
walk around with their hands in their
pockets or their arms folded. "Only
pregnant women walk around with
their arms folded," Bruce and his
mates were told, which ntade them
stop i t  immediately.

But these were memories fronr the
early years of the decade, for by the
end of  the 1970s many of  the ideas
which paved the way for the kind of
education Christ ine Carley received
in  the 1980s had taken ho ld- idcas
that chal lenged long held notions of
what should consti tute curr iculum
and who should shape i t ,  of how the
work of both students and teachers
should be assessed. of what should
be the rights of parents and students
in determining the goals and means
of education.

If there was a single thread that
t ied together the curr iculum foment
of the 1970s, i t  was the idea that a
quali ty education was the r ight of al l
sludents and should not be per-
ceived, especially in the later years
of secondary schooling, as the prov-
ince of "bright" or academic stud-
ents only. In his remarks to the
assembly, Lloyd Jones, principal of
the school, said he considered this
the major change in educational
thinking sirtce the school opened in
1915. "For a very long t ime lhe
dominant  v iew of  educat ion
accepted student.failure as normal,
even desirable," he said. "Schools
were not doing their job if they wer-
en't failing certain of their students ,, .and selecting certain others to go on. "
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75TH ANNIVERSARY CETEBRATIONS.
There was no room on Williamstorrrn Town
Hall's capacious floor for dancing at
the l{il1y High's gala 75th Anniversary
Dinner Dance. Some 5OO guests, past
and present people , erere ilccommodated.
It was a sellout well in advance of the
bie event. Dancing was staged close by
in the supper room. But many were
unaware of it. Such was the spirit of
camaraderie, and chatting over old
ti.mes, among the celebrants ,

At the school on that same afternoon,
there had been no space l imitat ions,
About 2OOO "boys" and "girls" of the
past wandered about the school happily
indicating points of interest and
memories of yore. Just off  the
well-remembered quad was a display of
memorabi l ia  f rom 1915 to the 36 's .
Later years were presented in the
library and administration building.

School Counc i l president and
ex-student, Heather Russel l  commented,
"The response has been incredible. "

Current Principal, Lloyd Jones , who
played sport for Coburg against
Will iamstown in his school days, spoke
of the school 's i lmagni f icent history"
down the years.

"It has survived and produced thousands
of wonderful people , " he added . l lr.
Jones pointed out that the school was
one of the oldest secondary school.s in
Victor ia.  r l t  t  s more than a great
school ;  and i ts motto extremely apt.
Ic wi l l  cont inue i ts service to the
community for many years to come in
some shape or forn which wil l relate to
the  needs o f  the  t imes. ' r

The mood both at the afternoon
celebrations and the evening Dinner
Dance reflected a rich and deep
tradi t ion.  The spir i t  at  Wi l l iamstoun
High wi l l  enable i t  to meet a1l  types
of global  chal lenge especial ly s ince
it was born in Lhe trauma of Horld War
1 and more importantly because it has
grown so much f rom these hurub I e
o r i g i n s .

6 1 .



THE 75TH
ANNIVERSARY

Lloyd Jones with Prenier Kirner

62.

Anniversary Cake and llappiness.
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THE 7'th ANI{IVERSARY GATE

I
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t{ith a lot of hard work and enthusiasn
a small band of people constructed a
Commemorative Gate for the 75th
Anniversary, Working ably under the
supervision of the one and only, Brian
Metherall, a pitched gatehouse with
distinctive lettering has been
constructed.

The bequest of an early ex-student,
JOtil LANDY, predominantly financed the
proj ect .

On the 7th September, some IOO people
gathered in the school library to
celebrate the opening of the gate.
After soCIe reminiscing and
refreshnents, the party moved to the
gate area. School Council president,
Heather Russell, then proceeded to cut
the ribbons with great gusto.

The gathering then 'christened r the
gate by walking through to the next 75
years of Williamstown Eigh School.

A GATE OP[}I FOR BUSII{ESS

6 5 .



PErJPIE TF.Cll{ THE PA$T
Forner students fnorn wayback attended
I{illianstown HighI s 75th anniversary
celebrations.

!{r. Bert Crellin, of Nercport, who
turned 88 in [tay, was among the pupils
who in 1915, with t{orld Har 1 at its
height, answered the very first roll
call at the school. His wife, Beryl,
acconpzrnied him at the reunion. After
leaving school he went to work at the
Neqport Railway Horkshops. He says,
I'Half t{illianstordnrf worked there.

Also at the celebrations was !lr. Arch
Fowler I fgfg zol , a lawyer in
Williamstown for fifty years.

t{i l fred Fry [ 1919 2Il aged 82
represented a couple of generations of
Footscray boys and gir ls, who travel led
by train down to Wil ly Beach stat ion.
He lived in Yarraville; but was this
tine donn from Cohuna. It wasn|t ti l l
the 5O I s that Footscray had its own
high school.

"I have some wonderful memories of the
happiest days of my life, I' Mrs. Freda
McDonald [nee Hansenl enthused of her
days at t{HS [ 1918 2Ol . A certif icate
on the table at the reunion bore
testimony that Freda had "completed
satisfactorily the course of study
prescribed for first and second years, "
signed ' f  J. A. Leach, Inspector of
schools ,  November 18,  1919".

I t reminds many of the old I'leri t
Cert i f icate, which culminated studies
at the end of the eighth grade. Though

A school celebration of any kind offers
time for ref lection and grohrth. The
Rev. Alana Turner, now chaplain at
Methodist  Ladies Col lege, has had t ime
to ref lect  on her exper iences af
t{i l l iamstor*n High o\zer twenty years
ago. In 1964, she was a Rotary
Exchange student, fresh from
Pennsylvania in 1964.

She in i t ia l ly  found i t  a strange world.
l ler fellow students hrore blazers and
hat.s,  carr ied gloves and wore no
make-up. "But i t  was a lovely
exper ience; and I  became a strong
supporter of  school  tur i forms, "  she
s a i d .

66 '  Rerr .  Turner was preacher at  the church

i t r+oul d be srnal I potatoes by today I s
standards of advanced educati-on, it was
a coveted ptize in those days.

There rras sonething special about
Dorothy Fry I t gZS 27 | present with
her sister, Ella JI922 onwardsl . ltiss
Fry, 75, said, t I  a$ secretary of
things and keep busy. 'r l l iss Fry, who
became a teacher, mostly in Gippsland,
just might have been better for never
having' married.

There rdas the noted retired
I{illianstown primary teacher, who
reported a few years back: rI can do
things because I have never had a
husband cluttering up the house. "

Eunice Johnson, nee Pittard, of Gifford
Street, could hark' back to the school
as it was in L9l7 .

Memories from the more recent past rdere
evoked when the 18OO people from past
years, wandering through the grounds
and classrooms of yesteryear heard a
call over the loudspeaker for f 'serena

Tierney. t '  This rdonan, a nusic teacher
from up Yarravil le way, was behind a
school performance of a light opera in
the 5O's.  Enthusiasts,  who included a
future. Mayor of Will iamstown, Peter
Lalor, along with his mother kept
things going on as a venture in the
local conmunity. Thus, the birth of
the t{illiamstown Light Opera Company, a
child who has endowed our town with a
richness and breadth of colour, culture
and music for many years.

OT BMZER$ HATS AND GIOVES.
service to commeoorate the school' s
75 th  Ann iversary  a t  S t .  John 's  Un i t ing
Church on Sunday, lBth Harch. She
spoke o f  the  schoo l fs  mot to ,  Eo ld  Fas t ,
in the following terms : ' f The challenge
is not fo hang loose in any sphere of
human or spir i tual  l i fe.  "

Mrs.  I r is  t {h i tehurst ,  widely praised as
the Conveynor of the anniversary
celebrat ions,  gave one of  the scr ipture
read ings .  Others  were  g iven by  Mrs .
Betty Cumming lnee Str inge I  and Mr.
Doug Nicholson A prayer rdas offered try
l l rs.  Janet Howie [nee Packett  ]  .  The
Serv ice  was we l l  a t tended and rece ived;
and there were a few hats and gl_oves
but  no  b lazers .
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actors disprayed musiear ski l rs on the
banjo and guitar; and were able to
establ ish good audience part ic ipat ion.
Johnnie with his mouth-organ and
Gnarnayarrahe on the d id j eridoo rdere
amazing.

The play did raise many important
issues concerning Abor ig inal  r ights.
It- gave the audience insights into
aboriginal culture especially through
the dance from the Dream[ime sequence.
I t  i l lustrat_ed how some people take
advantage of  others for  prof i t .

Even though the storyline seemed a bit
th in and the props lef t  a lot  to be
desired, the perforuances were
vigorous ; and the thenes provoking.
Overal l ,  the audience was st inulated
and thoroushly entertained.

I,

I
PIII{DUI.,U{URA

Dolce and Gnarnayarrahe Immurry
Waitair ie.  I t  e/as directed by Ray
Mooney.

The play , "Pundulumura " , is about €rn
I ta l ian immigrant and his relat ionship
wi th a nat ive Austral ian Abor ig inal .

t 'Joh-nnie", the stall keeper, owfled and
r 'an  ; i ln  Abor ig ina l  Ar t i fac ts  bus iness .
He used var ious unsavoury techniques to
se l l  h is  ' shonky ,  merchand ise .
Gnarnayarrahe was a local  abor ig inal
who comes to  busk  near  Johnn ie 's  s ta l l .
Af ter  p laying a few cr. icks on each
other ,  to  ge t  r id  o f  the  o ther  par ty ,
they f inal ly got into a busking duel
which was qui te entertaining. The

6 7 .



STUDENT CONFERENCE DAY

As one of the many highly successful
activities of the statewide '?EDUCATION
WEEK'! Hilly High school students donned
their pens and took up gloves and
'garbags' on l{ednesday 5th Septenber as
part of the second Annual Student
Conference Day. It rilas organised by
the SRC.

Throughout the morning students were
engaged in wide-ranging discussions
based on ideas about how they would
like to improve the school. They also
addressed the issue of how students can
better participate in the school's
decision-naking processes .

Another session inforned students about
the new VCE structure and courses.
Junior students also discussed how they
could become further involved in
student-led activities .

Before a Barbecue on the foreshore,
there was an assembly at which the
Youth l{orker from the t{illianstown City
Council, l lr. Craig Harshall, spoke to

Here is a letter from the Premier as a result of
the Bay Clean-up:

Dear students of Years 7-LO,

Congratulation on the outstanding job you did
cleaning up the Shelly Beach and the Parker
Reserrre.

I realk down there quite of ten and it looks
terr i f ic !

This kind of comunity action enhances the name of
I{illianstor*n High in the local area .';;,..',':,s.i,ii;,i;

Yours sincerely,
Joan E Kirner
mstown
PREITIER OF WCTORIA.

the students about progratmes and
facilities for young people in the
area. lls Helen Tregear, from the
Friends of the Rifle Range, also gave
an illuninating talk on the nature and
history of tie vital environmental
problems confronting the locality.

A riveting performance by a leading
representative of the Koori comunity
brought hone to students the role and
value of Australia I s aboriginal
heritage and culture.

Amed with such a stirulating norning
of activities and the seaside rsausage
Sizzl.e", the students embarked on a
clean up of the foreshore between the
beach and beyond the footy ground.

The Principal praised the efforts and
success of the day before dismissing
the students. He indicated that the
day's events would have a lasting
effect on local environment problens
providing arlareness especially among
young people.

5 9 .
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HOME ECONOMIC$, HIJMAN DEVEI,OPMENT AND $OCIETY
.i
!

fi'r

:
I

This subject focuses on the study of
families and the individual throughouc
the lifespan; and their relationships
with the social, economic and physical
environments. Students develop
necessary skills that prepare them for
further education and later life. Home
Economics is taught from Year 7 to 10.

T#IAT ARE THESE SCALLYWAGS UP TO ?

Iluman Developnent and Society is
available in Year 11 and L2. I{hile
Home Economics has an emphasis on
practical applications, H D & S is more
of an acadenic subject. Both rely
heavily on research and enquiry
learning approaches.
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A MGHT OI'I'A$HION

tte stage was all rdolled-upr and
ready; the audience settling in
ccfortably; ' and the performers rdere
eager with excitement backstage,

&dden]-y all the liehts shone and the
shon began,, Husical items included a.Eend-gptt of the rsupremesr, ; a boys,
daace group' r+ho had the audience
roaring as they flanced to nBust a
byen; and another dance group
Perforuing Madonna t s rtVoguer .

THEN . . . .  THE GRAI {D PARADE began . . . . :

The fashion ranged from casual summer
rdear to some fabulous, exotic and
fornal bridal wear and exquisite ball
gol{ns.

Performers and the audience alike were
enthused with enjoynent and feelings of
great satisfaction that another job had
been so well done by t{illy Eieh
students in co-operation with other
schools in the district.
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SPORTS
The Swimning Sports turned out to be a
very successful and enjoyable day for
all concerned. It was held on the l3th
February, thirteen days after school
had started. Therefore, a lot of llone
Group lessons were spent on designing
the swimming bamners.

It was eventually all worthwhile, as
they all looked nagnificent on the day.

Congratulations to 9Dt{ ! !

On the day itselfr nost students
enthusiastically entered events and
behaved very very well as a supportive
audience. speciar uention must be made
of the Year ll 's who turned up in great
mrmbers; and through their o,*u.r" made
it the great day that it was.

A lot of fun was had by all
espeeially during the free swin ! !

Hany thanks to all the staff who wenr

about their ass igned ta sks r.ri th only a
fen conplaints and immense enthusiasm.
Flr . Repka showed a keen interes t in
sunburn treatments; and was a very
co-operative starter. Ms . Cotter
directed a fer.i pertinent comments in
her shared job as announcer. The ,,Open
Relay", a traditionally keenly foughr
grudge rnatch between teachers and
students sard six teams corupe[ing.
Again, for the fourttr year in a row, it
was Hon by the 'Hean Machine, _
comprising [rlessrs. Cook, Repka, Vincent
and a rank unknorrm outsider. It has to
be noted that Cookiers pacemaker made
all  the dif ference.

Thanks go to Mr.
before, during and

In SUmma1.y, there was
tiredness at the end
going home deteruined

Fogs for his ef for ts
af ter  the event.

sun, fun, and
with everyone

to avclid using
the public transport system next year.
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On Sunday l{ay 27 and December 16, music
students presented public performances

at the flobson's Bay Yacht Club. i lMUSIC

BY THE BAY|' was ttre prevailing theme.
Groups were ably supported by students
from Strathmore High School, Footscray
and l{ill.iamstor.m North Secondary
co l leges .

Both concerts displayed extrenely hie,h
musical standards: attesting to the
fact ttrat. the school has a rich
tradition and firm commitment to
excellence in many fields of endeavour.
Ex-students especially those from the

" Jazz Band t' - j oined in entertaining
the crowd. A Fund-raising barbeque
helped both the hturgry and the School.
The performances were r 3s usual, of
very high standards, with all enjoying
t.he exper ience.

It is to be hoped that further events
wi l l  be organized for the benef i t  of
the school and t{i l l iamstolrrr commtrnity.

Readers can be assured of a wonderful
t ime i f they respond t.o the advertising
of s imi lar  concerts in the fuLure.  The
public relations work done by the music.
staf f  and students at  the school  is  of
g rea t  benef i t  to  a l l  concerned.

Congratulat ions to Finn

the Concert Band Comittee, other staff
and, in particular, the many current
and past students who give so
generously of their t ime and talents.

In the last two years, Flusic studerrts
from the school have attended a
three-day llus ic Canp . These have been
designed to increase skil l  levels,
maximise musical perfornance and
i-ncrease group cohesion. It is not
that fun and tiredness are plannedr or
even, possibly elirninated from, these
exper iences .  Far f rom i t ,  i f  one
closely looks at the very bleary-eyed
part ic ipants I  including teachersl  on
their return ! One wonders hoq many
rehearsa ls , concer ts , Beethoven
Symphonies or late nights rdere the real
culpr i ts involved. I t  is  exceedingly
obvious that the aims of these camps
have certai-nly been reached whenever
there is a performance following
shortly afterwards. On the latest camp
held in the second week of December,
this year, it was also clear that
exccllence of performance and a unique
exper ience of  social  cohesion was also
very apparent. Students played for
I  crcal  e lder ly c i t izens at  Eorsham.

The response was very moving: as can be
seen from the acconpanying photographic
ev idence.



l,luslc
llusic is offered to all students in the
school. It has excellent facilities to
enable students to explore different
forms of music such as: Rock , Jazz, ood
Classical music.

Instrumental music is resourced by
professional musicians. Tuition is
available in woodwind, brass, some
string and percussion.

The progran forms an integral part of
extra-curricular activities, such as
School Assemblies, Concerts, Annual
Productions, community perfornances as

well as television and
productions.

The Concert Band is well known
local and broader community.

audio

in the

The school I s dedicated approach to the
music program can be measured in the
success demonstrated by ex-students.
Some irre still perforning rusic
professionally and benefitting fron
their experiences at l{illiaustorm High.
Others are pursuing rusic studies at
the tertiary level.

I{ITIY HIGH BAI{D HOOS THE YOIING
The growing popularity of the school's
Concert Band rose to greater heights
during its tour of the local prinary
schools. A raoge of popular and
classical pieces were performed.

As well as the demonstration of musical
expertise and talent, there was an
opportunity to show how resourceful the
school has been, is, and will be in the

educaf ional scene in the I{est. SRC
member, Kelli t{eddings, described the
school's northwhile experiences and
activi t ies. The tour was nost
successful;  and wil l  r  os usual, be
followed up with further presentations
in schools and the broader comtunity
including performances of carol music
during December.

7 8 .



I{IND SYI,IPHOIIY DAY

A special musical event happened at our
school on Friday, 3rd. August.
Students from eight secondary schools
in the Western Hetropolitan Region were
tutored by members of the "WIND
SYIIPHONYT| which comprises music
teachers in training at the University
of llelbourne.

Over two hundred students were tutored
in snall groups. This ldas followed by
rehearsals in readiness for an evening
concert of student and nt{ind Symphony"
performances given to a packed school
hall audience.

extensive repertoire which includes
many varied styles especially from
the zoth century.

The Concert Band Comittee, made up of
students, parents and staff, prepared a
luxurious evening neal for a1l
participants to trfueln then for their
concert perfornarlce.

The event was a great denonstration of
co-operative learning and resource
sharing.

It also showed that music and
instrumental music in particular, is
alive and well in the local schools.

''WIND

of Rod
the leadership
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ENGLISH:

w'l\

school. Year 7 and I students

concentrate nainly on creative writ ing;

while Year 9 & 10 students learn basic

and advanced skil ls for fornal essay

writing. For one period a week every

student from year 7 to 10 is able to

work on computers to help with the

development of  wr i t ten pieces.

At the .senior levels ,  W. t l .  S .  is  one of

the few schools which is testing the

new VCE English prograo; and so fat, it

has been qui te successful .

Parts of this magazine have largely

been produced as part  of  the nerd V. C. E.
t 'Hork Requirements'r for l ls . Bunney

Caoeron 's  Year  L2  Eng l ish  C lass .

The English Faculty at l{illiamstown

High School aims to develop skills in

thinking, reading, writing, speaking

and listerring. Year: 7 & I students are

encouraged to use the library; and read

books from the extensive collection

housed in the English Resource Room.

Year 7 students also participate in the

"Talking Book" program, which involves

students reading along with a recorded

copy of the book. Years 7 to 10

students also have four set texts to

read and analyse during the year, which

includes: two novels; a col lect ion of

short stories; as well  as a PlaY or

poetry anthology. Process-writing is

also encouraged at all levels in the

A READING ENRICHI,IENT SE$SION

t
I
t
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Creative arts at willy
The Art Department have been
busy developing courses for VCE
and working towards a more
consistent program in the
school. Our program now allows
students to gain expertise in a
number of areas; therefore
preparing them for whatever area
they wish to pursue in the
senior years of  school ing.

This year both Helen Bacon and
Shasta Strauss teach across all
year Ievels,  f rom 7 L2 which
is very demanding but also very
productive.

Year 7hM have been working on a
calendar which was sold at the
school fete. Their work has
been excellent l ino cut prints
with an aboriginal theme.

In the senior classes two
students PauI Robinson year L2
and Tiffany Webb year l_1 entered
drawings in the local Uniting
Church Art Show winning Lst and
2nd pr ize. This year many senior
students have been interested in
photography and have produced a
variety of works of a quality
standard.

A1isa Ceman who is studying year
L2 Art became involved in the
Small Grants Program where her
photography of interiors was
chosen for a calendar which is
being sold throughout Australia.
The launch of the calendar was
at the Hilton on the park on the
29th October where special
presentations hrere made.

Another big event this year was
the Fashion Paradei where our
students performed very welI
with over 30 participants
modell ing their o!{n work.
Clarke Aaron, our resident
airbrush/spraycan extraord.inare
designed the spectacular back
drop for the parade. He spent
many hours developing the piece
which was very impressive and it
enhanced the theme of the show.

Our last but not least effort
was an Art display for the
students of the school. We had
been planning this for some time
keeping student artwork for this
special  event.

Toti.rards the end of the year we
hope to involve the Art students
in an Exhibi t ion at  the Zoo.
They are curently working on a
proj ect for the Will iamstown
Fest ival  making masks. These
will be worn and used for
performances at the Festival.

* Deidre Waight who taught Art
at the school last year is
opening a Gallery in Gisborne
and welcomes all to come along
and view the range of Art and
Craft work on sale Which Craft
GaIIery,  l - l -3 Melton Road,
Gisborne.
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l,IEDIA

Uedia Education aims to help students
understand the role of the media in
society and in their own lives.

At present ltedia is offered at years g ,
lO, 11 and L2. The programs look at
ltedia Forms such as print , A/ V &
Pictorial. t{e also i_nvestigate Hedia
Processes in advertising, news and pop
music/culture, as nell as information
technology. Themes include the family;
leisure, youth affairs and other
social/pol i t ical issues .

the progr€rm aims
the opportunity

give the students
experience and

to
to

evaluate a range of nedia and to
encourage self expression.

The subject helps to promote social
sk i l ls , co-operative learniog,
research, organisational abilities, as
well as technical and language skills.

Belon is an example of a year L2
student I s [alisa Genen] photographic
work.

ffi
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plsrom mnn/unrs:
Essentially, the pastoral Care prograr
helps students with their problens.
Allied to this is the Eoue Group system
which educates students in personal,
social and careers and political
issues. Each class has a Home Group
teacher who is responsible for the
well-being of the studenrs. The E/c
teacher is the first point of contact
for parents. Other support in the
school includes the IINIT SySTEll ar

years 7 to LA . The two units r Dft
called Pelicans and Seagulls, havt
Co-ordinators who also play a part i:
student welfare and discipline
Teachers in each unit generally teac:
only students of their unit; thus
making comtrnication and liaison norf
effective. Any problems are acted o:
swiftly and close hone/school contac:
is practical.

[,IHO REMEMBERS THI$ ?

The other night I saw a sight,
A startling apparition:
A Possum on a Dingors back,
To me they spoke their mission;
The tearn will win we prophesy '
So, make a strong attack, Sir !  !
The colours that fly at the mast, on high
Ilil l be red, yellore and black, Sir I !

The other night when fast asleep,
I saw an apparit ion:
A Koala on a big Wombat,
A start l ing appar i t ion.
The more amazedr 8s the more I gazed,
To see the vis ion al ter :
A Dingo on a Possum's back, Sir  !  I
And we' l l  a l l  wear red, yel low and black,  Sir  !  !

8 4 .



PEI,ICAN UMT

l le' re happy l itt le pelicans ,
We I re happy as can be.
l le all enjoy our classes,
flhatever they might be.
Because we love our Peli-chicks,
And they adore their pedagogues.
Yes, we'l l all l i-ve in glorious harnony

He ' re  g reedy  l i t t le  Pe l i cans ,
l le I re greedy as can be.
The hiehliehts of each working-day,
Are recess, lunch and tea,
Because we love our yummy cakes,
Yes, we adore our kugelhof,
The help us mix so socially.

He ' re  t i red  l i c t le  pe l i cans ,
As weary as can be;
t{e leave our nests at crack of dawn,
To struggle dutifully
To educate our Pel i -chicks,
To negotiate our Peli-goals,
And get to our dear pell ies punctually

f f
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1990 SEHEULL UIIIT: H0mE GH0UP PHIITOS t 9g0

SEAGUII UNIT

GREY GUI,L
I storm the golden gates of day,
I wingr the silver lanes of night;
I plumb the deep for finny prey,
On wave I sleep in tempest height.
Conceived was I by sea and sky.
Their elements are fused in me;
of brigand birds that float and fly
I am tlre freest of the free.

With ye1low bill and beady eye
Thus spoke, I think, ttrat o1d grey guU
And as I watched it Southward fly
tife seemed to be a sudden dull.
For I have often held the thought
If I could change this mouldy me,
By heaven! I would choose the lot,
Of all the Gipsy birds to be
A gull that spans the spacious sea.

Robert Service.

7 Wm Win ll ladigan
llicholas 8lexopoulos, Haenge Brotsne, James Elark, Simon Davies, [Ilarissa Dunbar,

Brant Forrester, Skge Forrester, Hachell Johnson, Bobbg Gorgioski, Eleanor Grigg,
Sherona Healeg, Sean lve, Peter Karakiozakis, Elvis Ljumeski, Tom Van ngugen,

Suzana Il ikolovska, David 5mith, Bachetl Pollard, Tessa Hgan, Karolina Vrklevska,
lllarleen Walton.
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1990  SEAGULL  UNIT :  HOME GROUP PHOTOS 1990

8HY Helen Yankos
Leonie Armstrong, Geraldine Chabert, Kelly Chandler, Jessica Cottrell, Andrew Dellidis,

Katrina Dor/nes, Lidia Guruskovska, Nicola Jastrzebski, Snezana Jovanoska, Gordana Koleska
David McBride, Daniela Nikolovska, Wayne Pathon, Hayden Reeh, Richard Sutherland,

Vien Tran.

9IF lan Foster
hadwane Assaf i r i ,  Aicha Brogan, stuart  cray, van Dang, Estel le Dougan, prudence Gregson,

Marie Morgan, Naume Nastoski ,  Claudio Pistone, peter Ristevski ,  Hazel Smith
Dol ly Sundanum, Jason Thurley,  Joanne Tomlinson, Ti  Van-Le, Sonja Vel janoska. Michael
Horner,  Dale Johnson, Marianco Jolakoski ,  Fot ios Koutsogiannopoulos, Tammy McDonald.
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1990  SEAGULL UNIT :  HOME GROUP PHOTOS 1990

9 DM Dale Moore
Sal ly-Anne Baldwin, Shiul i  Bird,  Jamila Brogan, Peter Butters/orth,  Renee Carrol l ,  Melanie Cordel l
Dean Crneski ,  Mark Dyal l ,  Helen Farah, Linda Gi lmore, El issa Healey, Natasha I l ievska, Samanthr

Lawford, Michael Mitchell, Cathy Porter, Christina Nikoloska, Daniel Rizzo, Cameron Shone,
Zaklina Simonovska, Dennis Stevenson, Carolyn Taggart, Steve Tolomanoski, SzymonVojniak -De 'er.

10 EP Emy Pinneri

Makedonka Bogdanovska, Ingr id Chlebowski,  Gary El ia,  Janine Foster,  Suzie Gorgioska,
Ted Ibrahim, Naomi Kennedy, TonB Lee, Renee Maddy, Matthes/ Mc Kenzie, Timothy Miedecl

Kim Murray, Jul ie Nikovska, Napol i tana Papandreou, Valent ina Pedevski ,  Dean Rizzo,
El i zabe th  Se fe r le r .  Debra  Srb inovsk i .



PELICAN UNIT: HOME GROUP PHoToS

Gai l  Hutton

Violeta

Kell ie

M ar ion Bosn jakov ic ,  Sue-Anne
Luke Jamieson,  Damien
J im my Nastosk i ,  Vesna

Comeadow,  Dean Despotovsk i ,
K indred,  Er in  Landel ls ,  Ast r id

Radevska,  Char les  Smi th ,  Skye

Mir jana Gurmesev ic  ,Rebecca HalJ
Lauder ,  Jess ica Leggier i ,

Smi th ,  Goran Tra jcesk i

James Bath, Lucette cordel l ,  Mark Dervisovski ,  Mazen El Bodon, Fady Elmasry,
Brooke Forres ter ,z i l rah Goga,  Mohammed Houl i ,

Koleska, Konstant inos Koutsogiannopoulos, Ebony Morr ison, Tal ina Rol1ey,
Scott ,  Kyl ie Sperl ing, Kr ist ina Stojanoska, Paul Tolomanoskj ,  Brad Twist

8SG Michel le Spr agg
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I  9 9 0 PEL ICAN UNIT: HOME cRoup pHoros I 9 9 0

8RA Mr. Rod Armstrong
Jenny Arvanitis, Toby ctark, Rebecca crocker, Mahar El Bodon, Aaron Heath, Andy Ko\/alo4

S_oula Mavrokostidis, Jennifer McKenzie, Suza Mitrevska, Andrea Nicola, Dijana i.litotovski
violeta Petrovska, Dimitar Stojkov, Amy Szalay, Diana Talevska, Lee warne, Johnny wong.

9AG Ann Gawenda,
Chr is t ine Baldwin,  ,Michel le  Buck,  Rachel  Clark,  Sof la  Cuckovic ,  Nico le

Hazel  In fante,  Rebecca Ive,  Micheal  Jones,  Mat thew Joynson,  Br  adley
Mar ina  Ko leska ,  Ker r ie  Marsha l l ,  Dean  Mc  Dona ld ,  Shaun  Mur ray ,  N ico le

Ade le  Pedre t t i ,  Anh  Phung ,  George  Smbi rak is ,
S imone  Twis t ,  Suzana  Ve l  j anosk  a .

H a y e s ,  J a m e s  H e w a t ,
Kenne dy,  Jere my Kin i
Onof  retchook.



I  9 9 0 PEL ICAN UNIT: HOME GRoup pHoros I 9 9 0

10 NH Nadine Hibbert /  10 JO Joanne Phil l ips
veronica Andrasik, Jennifer Blackstock, Nicky Bourke, Karl cheesman, Mickey Dragovic,

Marion Miller, Alexandra Naoumis, Thomas Naylor, Brooke Rolley, Rasim'sulovic,
Mark Koleski, Lora Komonesku, s vana Koroska, clayton Landelis, 1at- rtceutrre,
Karen Suther land, Meredi th ralbot,  Despina Tjombanaki ,  Thi  rran,-  Luke Twaites.

l  OMS Mark Shears /  1OSC Steve Cook.
Lesley Bolton, Mark Burden, Damien cameron, Frances Dellidis, Belinda Felli,

Abir Hisni, carly Learmonth, Maria Maslrakoulis, Kelly Meddings, Toiu tr,tetzentnen,
Deborah J.  Monson, Sebast ian Moreau, phong Nguyen, Chris papadopoulos,

Fiona Phi l l ips,  samantha simpson, Rhonda Smbirakis,  Marthew smith,  Georgia Thornton.
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ELEVEN

cooRDINATORS: HELEN YANKOS and sTEVE cooK

Alic ia Acosta, Mi lco Bogoevski ,  Spiros Bombas, M ark Bowyer,  Kir i  Brovn,
Col in Carson, Cl int  Cat ley-Keenan, Mel issa Charles, Jacqui Cockf ield,

Mark Cranwel l ,  Anzehka Crneska, Hung Dang, Michele Dean, Anthony Di leo,
Hayley Doignie, Naomi Evans, Darren Fahey, Cindy Farnham, Jamie Fi t ton,

Luke Fl int ,  Sharon Foster,  Danny Gadd, Scott  Garnsworthy,
Rober t  Guruskovsk i ,  A lex Hadley,  Nguyen Han,  Al ison Harr is ,
Christopher Ingram, Troy Kennedy, Denise Kinnaird, Andrew Knight,

Sandra Krslovic, Chau Lieu, Tony Liumeski, Jodi Maher, Nick Manioudakis,
Chris Mayer, Nova Mikin, John Mitchell, Jane McCall, Chris Nicola,

Stefan Nikolovski, Angela Papadopoulos, Joanne papageorgiou,
Katherina Papandreou, Adam Parsons, Lily petrovska, yen pham,
Patrick Price, Stavros Romiopoulos, Susan Russell, Narelle Ryan,
Tanya Rzecki, Maria Sakellarious, Gale Sanmiguel, Jacqui Shone,
Adam Simpson, Bradley Sperl ing, Suzana Stojanoska, Rachel Stott,

Kathy Taseska, Zaklina Tosevska, Peter Traikos, Chinh Tran, Steven Trenevski
Sally-Anne Twist, Than Van Nguyen, Hien Vinh Le, Ben Vurmeski,

Panya Warapapong, Tiffany Webb, Gregory Wray.
Trudy Donatacci, Josie Falzon, Odette Farah, David Giles, John Kingshott,

Elisa Lam, Hien Le, Elizabeth McCalt, John Modola, Kiri Thom-Brown.
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TWELVE
TEEY [{ERE GREAT DAYS
AT TEE BEST SCTOOL OF

a>+a+<D

S.T.C. COORDINATOR: TERRY FOGARTY

Susan Borrel lo,  Natal ie Boyce, Paris Chrisostomou, Angela Dimarco,
Brooke GarLand, Peter Giannes, Sam Houli, Ll ly Jovanovski, Joshua Kort lang,

Suzie Koroska,  James Lomas,  Chr is  Majewski ,  Ste l la  Mastrakoul is ,
Ol iver Naylor,  Renes Post,  Michel le Radesovic,  Sonia Risteska, John Serovski ,

Bosko Vekic .

GROUP ONE COORDINATOR: pETER WITNEY

clarke Aaron, con Alexopoulos, Brett Arthur, Jenny Besanko, petrina Boylan,
Melonie cameron, Adam Dyall, Sharon Foster, Jacqui Gorgioski, Faten Hasna,

James Infante, Gavin Ive, Kathy Kalmar, Mihalaki Kiryakidis,
Nektarios Koutsogiannopoulos, Diana Krslovic, Hao Le, Lang Nhut, Andrea Leicestar,

Megan McAuliffe, Anthony payne, Minh pham, Scott Radrey, paul Robinson,
Betty Talevska, Stephen Tomlinson, Huy Tran, David Turner.

AIID JOLLY DAYS
A L L  ! !
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FRONT: Irene Korm, phyl l is Darroch,
Michel le Spragg, Jean Evans .

Ann Gawenda, Lloyd Jones, Alek Macys ,

SECOND:  Tr ish  Cot te r ,  Soph ia  Mi t reva ,  Bururey  Cameron,  Ga i I  Hut ton ,  KarenCon ley ,  Chr is  Wi lson ,  Shas ta  St rauss ,  Jan  Maas,  Nad ine  H ibber t ,  He len  Bacon.
THrRD: Peter wi tney, Emy Pinner i  ,  o lga Mitche. l rmore ,  Ani ta Gatt i  ,  win
Maddigan, Dale Moore, Adr ian Repka, Chr is Evans ,  Mariarrrr" '  Steele ,  Finrr  Koren.
TOP: John Pobj  oy,  Tony Lopr ieato ,  Rob Schmode ,  Br ian Metheral l  ,  Ian Foster ,
N i c k  W i l s o n ,  S t e v e  C o o k ,  S t e v e  V i n c e n t ,  B i l l  B o u r n o x t i s .
ABSENT: Rod Armstrong, Carolyn Biele ,  Gavan Boyle ,  Terry Fogarty,  George
Phaedon is ,  Tom Purves ,  Mark  Shears ,  Co l in  l r l i seman,  I r i s  Whi tehurs t ,  Annet te
Wregg, Helen Yankos.

FARBI'ELL
NICK $IILSON [1960-1990]

A CARING TBACHER AND TRIEND
AT WILLrArrrsTowN HrcH Ir988_9ol

SINCBRB SYMPATHIBS ARE EXTENDED
TO

HIS FAMILY
AND HIS MANY OTHER T'RIBNDS
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Student participation is a narked feature of this edition; and special
thanks must go to Ms. Bunney Cameron's Year LZ class: Anthony Payne; Andrea
Leicester; Gavin Ive; Clarke Aaron; Paul Robinson; Faten Hasna; Melanie
Cameron; Jenny Besanko; Betty Talevska; David Turner; Megan McAuliffe; Adan
Dyall; Diane Krslovic; Stephen Tomlinson; Jackie Georgovski AND the many
other student contributors.

Special thanks must go to THE COIIIIUNITY OF WILLIAMSTOWN. It has supported
its school for the past three quarters of a century. A school with such a
past and traditions has assuredly been through times both "thick and thin".
The support of all past students, teachers and best of all the local
connunity reminds us that we really are:

"TTIE VERY BEST SCHOOL OF ALL. I '
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affection that Gavan Boyle has demonstrated in putting this magnificent

Souvenir Edition together. However, editorial rights and powers wil l mean

Gavan has a final say:
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