ATTACHMENT 2		BHS-00003-2025.057
Statement of Significance (Significance 2.0)
What is Significant?
This item is a newspaper clipping entitled "Land found for super high school", published in the Hume Leader on 3 October 2006 and written by journalist George Ierodiaconou. The clipping reports on proposals by the Victorian Department of Education to establish a new senior secondary school within Broadmeadows Town Park as part of the Broadmeadows School Plan. The article documents negotiations between the Department of Education and Hume City Council, anticipated educational reforms, and the potential impact of the proposal on community facilities including the Broadmeadows Historical Society premises and the local RSL memorial. The item also preserves contemporary commentary regarding community consultation, educational infrastructure planning, and urban redevelopment within Broadmeadows. 
The significance of the item resides in both the physical newspaper clipping and the documentary information it contains, including evidence of government policy, local planning processes, community concerns, and the evolving built environment of Broadmeadows during the early twenty-first century. 
How is it Significant?
The item is of local historic significance, research significance, and social significance. It also demonstrates significance through its strong provenance, representativeness, condition and completeness, and interpretive capacity.
Why is it Significant?
Historic Significance
The clipping is historically significant because it documents a key period in the planning and redevelopment of Broadmeadows and records the proposed transformation of educational services within Hume City. It provides contemporary evidence of the Broadmeadows School Plan, an important government initiative directed towards restructuring secondary education and improving educational outcomes in Melbourne's northern suburbs. The article captures a specific stage in the decision-making process and records the intentions, priorities, and expectations of state and local authorities at the time. 
The item is further historically significant because it records proposed changes to Broadmeadows Town Park, a community site associated with the Broadmeadows Historical Society and local commemorative infrastructure. As a primary source created during the planning process, it provides evidence of the interaction between urban development, education policy, community assets, and local heritage places. For the Broadmeadows Historical Society, the clipping has particular historic value because it documents a proposal that directly affected the Society's occupancy of the park and records the Society's involvement in public discussions concerning the future of the site. 
Scientific or Research Potential
The clipping has research significance as a primary documentary source relating to government planning, educational reform, urban development, and community consultation in Broadmeadows during the early twenty-first century. It provides researchers with direct evidence of contemporary reporting, official statements, proposed projects, and community responses that may not be preserved in the same form within government records. 
The item contributes to research into the history of education in Victoria, the development of Broadmeadows as a metropolitan activity centre, local government planning, community heritage management, and the evolution of government policy affecting Melbourne's northern suburbs. It is particularly valuable when examined alongside council records, educational planning documents, and other local newspaper reports from the period. Its preservation within the Broadmeadows Historical Society collection enhances its usefulness as part of a broader documentary record of community change. 
Social Significance
The item possesses social significance because it documents issues of direct concern to the Broadmeadows community, including educational opportunities, public land use, community facilities, and local identity. The article reflects community interest in the future of Broadmeadows Town Park and records concerns regarding the impact of redevelopment on established community organisations and commemorative places. 
The clipping also demonstrates the role of local newspapers as vehicles for community discussion and public engagement. By recording local reactions, stakeholder comments, and matters affecting daily community life, the article reflects the values and concerns of Broadmeadows residents during a period of significant change. For members and supporters of the Broadmeadows Historical Society, it provides evidence of the organisation's continuing role as a stakeholder in planning matters affecting the preservation and interpretation of local heritage. 
Comparative Significance
Strong Provenance
The clipping has strong provenance through its direct and documented connection to Broadmeadows, Hume City, and the Broadmeadows Historical Society. The subject matter relates specifically to local educational planning and redevelopment proposals affecting a site occupied by the Society. Its retention within the Society's collection strengthens the evidentiary relationship between the item, the event it documents, and the organisation affected by the proposal. 
Rarity or Representativeness
While local newspaper articles are not uncommon, the item is representative of regional newspaper reporting that documented major developments affecting Broadmeadows during the period of urban renewal and educational reform in the 2000s. It provides a typical but valuable example of how local media recorded community issues, government initiatives, and public policy decisions. As part of a systematically collected archive of local newspaper clippings, it contributes to a documentary record that may no longer be readily accessible through other sources. 
Condition or Completeness
The clipping survives in a substantially complete form, retaining the article headline, author attribution, full text, publication date annotation, and reverse-side content. The preservation of the complete article ensures that its informational and evidentiary value remains intact. The item continues to effectively communicate its original purpose and context despite the inherent fragility of newsprint. 
Interpretive Capacity
The clipping possesses high interpretive capacity because it clearly illustrates broader themes relevant to Broadmeadows history, including educational reform, government planning, community consultation, urban renewal, heritage conservation, and the changing use of public space. The article is readily understandable to contemporary audiences and can be used to interpret the social, political, and developmental history of Broadmeadows in exhibitions, publications, public programs, and research projects. 
Summary Statement of Significance
The newspaper clipping "Land found for super high school" (Hume Leader, 3 October 2006) is of local historic, research, and social significance. The item documents a significant phase in the planning and redevelopment of Broadmeadows, and records proposals associated with the Broadmeadows School Plan that potentially affected Broadmeadows Town Park, the Broadmeadows Historical Society, and other important community assets. As a contemporary primary source, it provides valuable evidence of educational reform, municipal planning, community consultation, and local responses to change in Hume City during the early twenty-first century. The item is further significant for its strong local provenance, representative character, completeness, and substantial interpretive value, making it an important component of the documentary heritage of Broadmeadows and the Broadmeadows Historical Society collection. 
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