

ATTACHMENT 1		BHS-00003-2025.058
Historic Context
Public Debate Over the Broadmeadows Senior Secondary Campus, 2007
This newspaper clipping was created during an important period of community discussion concerning the future development of educational infrastructure in Broadmeadows. In the mid-2000s, the Victorian Government pursued major investment in government school facilities across Melbourne's northern suburbs, including proposals for the consolidation and redevelopment of secondary education services in the Broadmeadows area.
The clipping captures contemporary public opinion regarding the proposed construction of a senior secondary campus at Town Park, Broadmeadows. The letters reflect competing community priorities that frequently arise in urban development projects: the desire to improve public services and educational opportunities, balanced against concerns regarding the loss of public open space and the impact of increased traffic and parking demands.
One letter, authored by Melek Istar, School Council President of Upfield Primary School, supports the proposed campus. The correspondent argues that government investment in new schools represents a significant commitment to education and that locating the senior campus at Town Park would provide students with improved access to educational, library, TAFE and community facilities. The letter presents the proposed development as a community benefit and an investment in future generations.
In contrast, a second letter opposes the proposal, describing Town Park as a public asset belonging to the community. The correspondent argues that recreational open space should be preserved and expresses concern about the effect that a new school would have on existing parking and infrastructure pressures. The letter demonstrates the importance of public parks as valued community spaces and reflects broader debates concerning land use in growing suburban municipalities.
The clipping illustrates the role of local newspapers such as the Hume Leader as forums for civic engagement during the early twenty-first century. Before the widespread adoption of social media as a platform for community discussion, local newspapers provided a principal venue through which residents could participate in public debate, express opinions, and influence decision-making processes. Letters to the editor formed an important mechanism through which local issues were discussed and contested.
The reverse side of the clipping is also significant as evidence of changes occurring within the newspaper industry during this period. The Hume Leader advertisement encouraging readers to submit stories and community reports through the newspaper's website demonstrates the growing integration of digital communication technologies into local media. It captures a transitional moment when traditional print publications were beginning to incorporate online audience participation and user-generated content.
Within the broader history of Broadmeadows, the clipping provides evidence of community responses to changing educational provision, population growth and urban development. It documents local perspectives on questions of public infrastructure, land use, community identity and civic participation. As such, it contributes to an understanding of how residents engaged with local government and educational policy during a period of substantial change in Melbourne's northern suburbs.



Page 1 | 1

