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Historical Context
City of Broadmeadows Municipal Map, February 1985
The City of Broadmeadows municipal map dated February 1985 was produced during a period of substantial demographic growth and urban development in Melbourne's northern suburbs. Created and published by the City of Broadmeadows, the map documents the municipality's administrative boundaries, infrastructure, roads, public reserves, and relationships with neighbouring municipalities including Bulla, Whittlesea, Preston, Coburg, Essendon and Keilor. It provides a detailed snapshot of the local government area immediately prior to significant changes in metropolitan governance, urban expansion and municipal restructuring that would occur during the late twentieth century. 
The City of Broadmeadows was one of the key municipalities established to serve Melbourne's rapidly expanding northern suburban corridor. During the post-war decades, Broadmeadows experienced extensive residential development, industrial growth and population increase driven by migration, housing construction and government investment in infrastructure. By the mid-1980s, the municipality had evolved from a semi-rural district into an important urban and industrial centre serving a diverse and growing community. The municipal administration was responsible for roads, parks, community services, planning controls and local infrastructure, all of which are reflected in the information recorded on the map. 
As a cartographic document, the map demonstrates the practical functions of local government mapping during the pre-digital era. Municipal maps were essential administrative tools used for planning, engineering, public works, emergency services, property management and public communication. Produced as a printed single-sheet document, this map represents a period when municipal information was distributed through printed cartographic resources rather than digital geographic information systems. Its scale and detail illustrate how local governments visualised and managed complex urban environments before widespread computerisation of planning and mapping systems. 
The date of publication is particularly significant. In 1985, the City of Broadmeadows still existed in its historical form and administrative structure. Within the following decade, local government reforms across Victoria would alter municipal arrangements. In 1994, the City of Broadmeadows was abolished and incorporated into the newly created City of Hume. Consequently, this map records the municipality during the final decade of its existence and preserves evidence of boundaries, ward divisions and civic organisation that no longer exist in the same form. 
For contemporary researchers, the map provides valuable evidence of land use patterns, transport networks, recreational reserves and municipal administration within Melbourne's northern suburbs during the mid-1980s. It supports investigations into urban planning, local government history, suburban development, historical geography and community change. The document also assists in understanding how residents, planners and municipal authorities perceived and organised the urban landscape at a specific moment in the history of Broadmeadows.
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