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Statement of Significance (Significance 2.0 Framework)
City of Broadmeadows Municipal Map, February 1985
Summary Statement of Significance
The City of Broadmeadows municipal map of February 1985 is significant for its ability to document the geography, administration and urban form of the City of Broadmeadows during the final decade of its existence as an independent municipality. Produced by the City of Broadmeadows, the map records municipal boundaries, ward divisions, roads, reserves and civic infrastructure, providing an authoritative representation of local government administration and land use at a specific point in time. As a surviving municipal planning and reference document from the pre-digital era, it is an important resource for understanding the historical development of Melbourne's northern suburbs and the evolution of local government in Victoria. 
Primary Criteria
Historic Significance
The map is historically significant because it documents the City of Broadmeadows as it existed in February 1985, preserving evidence of municipal organisation, administrative boundaries and infrastructure shortly before major local government restructuring in Victoria. It provides direct evidence of the historical development of Broadmeadows and its role within Melbourne's expanding northern metropolitan region. 
Scientific / Research Significance
The map possesses considerable research value as a primary source for studies of urban planning, historical geography, municipal governance, transport networks and land-use change. Researchers can use the document to compare historical and contemporary municipal boundaries, identify significant infrastructure and analyse patterns of suburban development. Its detailed cartographic information enhances its usefulness as an evidentiary record. 
Social Significance
The map has moderate social significance through its association with the communities that lived, worked and interacted within the City of Broadmeadows during the 1980s. It reflects the civic identity of a municipality that served generations of residents before its amalgamation into the City of Hume and contributes to community understanding of local history and place. 
Artistic / Aesthetic Significance
The map has limited aesthetic significance. Its primary value lies in its functional cartographic design rather than artistic expression. Nevertheless, it demonstrates the visual conventions, graphic clarity and information design characteristics of municipal mapping produced during the late twentieth century. 
Comparative Criteria
Provenance
The map has strong provenance through its direct creation and publication by the City of Broadmeadows. Its authorship is clearly identified and its purpose as a municipal reference document is well understood, strengthening its authenticity and evidential value. 
Rarity or Representativeness
The map is representative of municipal cartographic records produced by Victorian local governments during the pre-digital period. Surviving examples documenting specific municipal boundaries and infrastructure at a precise date become increasingly valuable as administrative structures change and original records are lost or dispersed. 
Condition or Completeness
The map remains substantially complete, retaining its printed cartographic information, title and publication details. Evidence of fold marks is consistent with its practical use and does not diminish its interpretive or research value. The blank verso and surviving annotations contribute to its documentary integrity. 
Interpretive Capacity
The map possesses high interpretive potential. It can be readily used to explain themes including suburban growth, local government administration, municipal identity, urban planning and the transformation of Melbourne's northern suburbs. The information it contains is accessible and meaningful to researchers, students and community audiences alike. 
Key Significance Attributes
The significance of BHS-00003-2025.059 resides in:
· Its depiction of the City of Broadmeadows municipal area in February 1985.
· The recorded municipal and ward boundaries.
· The representation of roads, infrastructure, reserves and land-use patterns.
· Its status as an official municipal publication created by the City of Broadmeadows.
· Its evidence of local government administration during the final decade before municipal amalgamation.
· Its value as a primary source documenting the historical geography of Melbourne's northern suburbs.
· Its completeness as a surviving printed cartographic record from the pre-digital era. 
Level of Significance: Local significance, with strong research value for the history of Broadmeadows, municipal governance and the development of Melbourne's northern suburbs.
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