WILLIAM JAMES GARNAR, of Walker St., Dandenong, was born there in1886 and was the only son of the late James Garnar, and grandson of the late Edward Garnar.

The late Edward Garnar came to Australia from England in 1852, landing at Sydney and coming overland to Dandenong in the same year with his sons, Edward and James and there established a blacksmithing business, which he carried on until 1884, when it was purchased by Mr. Thomas Green.  The late Mr. Edward Garnar and his sons made all the ironwork for St. James’ Church, Dandenong.  He was also awarded first prize and silver medal for shoeing draught horses at the Port Phillip Farmers’ Society in 1858.

The Late JAMES GARNAR was born in 1852, when the family was en route from Sydney to Melbourne and his birthplace was a bullock dray at Carcoar (NSW).  He was educated at Dan Ahearn’s school at Eumemmerring and also at Malcolm MacPherson’s Private School at Dandenong.  On his father’s retirement from business, he purchased the undertaking business from the late John Hemmings, which he carried on until his death.

WILLIAM JAMES GARNAR was educated at Dandenong and after disposing of a business, which he carried on in Melbourne, took over his father’s business, which he still conducts at 10 Walker St., Dandenong.  He is assisted by his son, Leonard William Garnar.  Mr W J Garnar married  Miss Ann Adams in 1908 and there is a family of three- Leonard William, Margaret Joyce and Raymond Victor.  William James Garnar takes a very active interest in local affairs, particularly, the Dandenong Cricket Club and the Agricultural Society.

(Extracted from “Victoria & Riverina”, published 1933.)

Garnar & Son Undertakers were originally in Crump Lane behind Magg’s Hardware and Crumps General Store. Their business fronted onto Lonsdale Street.

Mortuary at the back reached through Crump Lane at the rear of Crump’s then McEwans.

They later had their business in Walker Street back onto Garnar Lane. 

A spelling error occured when naming the laneway; it was called Garnar Lane at one end and Garner at the other end.  
Marie Allan-daughter of Eric Reader.

Mid to late 50?

Note: In the South Bourke & Mornington Journal - June 20, 1888. 

J W Garnar & Co announced they were starting up as undertakers.

