William Carson (Bill)   24.4.2013
Well I know initially 12 months ago I visited yours rooms in Foster Street I’m not  exactly  sure  where, I was just making some enquires about your activities anyway, the long and the short of it  I got invited to this, and that was almost twelve months ago,  so we had  been away recently, and then I realized it was in April, and then I had a look and it was April the 21st and I really had to extract the you know what to get everything together. Now it did take quite a bit and I thank Chris now before I forget it and I thank Simon for assisting me, Technology has sort of got ahead of me. Sally is still pretty good actually excellent really, so anyway Sally has had an influence on what I am going to say today as you can probably see here, she has been doing some work on family histories  and she said you shouldn’t go and just say you were one of the early Dandenong Technical school students, which I was, I was one of the first,  however our family goes back in Dandenong much further than that and in fact it goes back to 1867 when my great grandfather came here John Carson from                                     so I suppose I will be wearing two hats today, so I will start with the Carson’s part of it now I think I can get away with being Irish, and he took up a farming allotment in Keysborough in 1867. Now he and his wife Mary had 10 children, I don’t know how much farming went on and how much child begetting but quite a lot obviously they had 3 boys and 7 girls now obviously those names soon became linked to other common names in this district 
Sally managed to find out that Jane one of the children, married Charles Corrigan and obviously another daughter Mary married William Corrigan, so two girls married two Corrigan boys, that’s when another girl also married Alexander Orgill. They are all names that we would be familiar  with and if you realise all of them have Streets named after them .Orgill St Corrigan Rd and there is even a Carson Street in Dandenong Some other names were Bowing, Cracken and Mc Cartridge but I think they moved out of the area. John and Mary’s third son and I do need notes, sorry because the memory is not so good especially when I’m placing things. William my grandfather and now I can see where family names start to reappear, mine is actually William (Bill) and Margaret Watson. Jim my brother over here, my last  surviving  brother,  unfortunately we are in the declining group as well. The Balfours they went to KooWee Rup and they were involved with the draining of the swamps at Koo Wee Rup because way back it was really a swamp before all the Asparasus and so forth there. Now I have got to watch that clock Ok! William and Margaret had three daughters and one boy, now that one boy Leonard was born in 1912 look, that’s just a little family history as we go through at the moment. John Carson, William James Ben? Carsons was my father William is me, and then Andrew Leonard is my son. As I say William James had Leonard my father (Len) in 1912 and the records that Sally has found in 1912 he actually was born in Robinson Street and I can only assume that he was born I think in Murray House does that ring a bell?  because it certainly does because I think both myself and my sister were born at Murray house as well. So look, Dandenong and it’s areas go back quite a way, I mean that is a photo of  around 1912 it’s been treated a little, it’s not a family one, it could have been my father. Ok! So now clearly it just shows well as far as  KooWeeRup, Dandenong was still the main lead area to those outer areas and places like the Main Street for shopping and so forth, because mostly we were rural communities at that time, they would have been  coming to Dandenong to buy goods, food, sauces, and certainly the Market would have been a major focus place, for all of it and it is still today and I guess that was where we would have clearly got the name Dandenong the gateway to Gippsland. It certainly would have been a link way back, Now we have got a few of those, and you would have seen that one in your facilities which we can try to combine all of those together. Now I’m not absolutely clear about Dad’s early history in KooWee Rup but I’m aware being the only boy during the depression he was involved in the building of the Great Ocean Road as many others I’m aware of that did that, however after a period of time my father met and married my mother Helena Rowan, now they came from Carrum and I assume that had an influence as to where they originally lived. They lived in Carrum and at Carrum, Jim my brother over here was born, now we got a little bit ahead of ourself here but never mind it’s coming up, leave it there, Jim was born there and  three years later that was in 1936, in 1939 Mum, Dad, Jim and Robert my brother they moved to Narre Warren North onto a small farm of cows, pigs, chooks, turkeys, you can probably see some of those in that photo, I think that’s you I hope that’s right I think that’s Rob and Jim my two brothers and this certainly is, it’s a farm house on the side of a hill, which was located just in front of the Lysterfield Reservoir Now as it turns out my father also obtained a job with the State Rivers and water supply, he actually combined the farm with working with the state rivers on the reservoir. I think Simon I have got out of sequence, but don’t worry I’ll get back. Yes he combined this little farm with working on the reservoir and eventually he got the job as actually in charge of the reservoir. The reservoir I think supplied water to Frankston at that time, and anyway some of the other  little recollections,  I use to get more of them out of my brother, unfortunately deceased brother, Bob who was slightly younger than Jim in between however some of the little memories  that I heard my brothers partially Bob say about it.On the farm obviously no milking machines so Dad would be milking the cows by hand in the shed and the two boys my brothers Bob and Jim over there would have the job of making the separator , however Dad would be listening to the tone of the bell, now how many people have heard of the hand operating milking separators? well  there was a bell on the separator that would tell if the speed was right, Dad would hear the bell not right.  “Pull that bloody handle harder you’re  going too slow.” So there’s some of the things that do it Some of the other tasks that I’ve heard  they weren’t particularly happy about doing, they would have the job of emptying the Night Can but then they would have the honour of one brother on one side with a handle, one brother on the other side with a handle and then there would be a complaint that one was tipping it more one way than the other. Fortunately me I am only about five years old then, so I managed to miss out on those tasks, but I have got to say my brother Bob he wasn’t going to be deterred, he did his best efforts  to train me up to take over some of these rolls. Ok we will go to the next slide Now my brothers Jim, Bob, and myself, Dorothy the only daughter in the family was too young but I was certainly old enough to start school and I went to Narre North Primary along with Jim And Bob, now at that time actually  they even at times rode a horse to school, where there would be a horse yard at school  but I managed to ride a bike or walk. now you would never hear of kids walking to school today would you ? I have tried to look at the map I think it was something like a six kilometre trip today now would you send kids off to school at my grand children’s age 6 or 7 kilometres today it wouldn’t happen today. This is actually a photo of a field day at the school, so you can clearly still see a very rural type of atmosphere with the whole area. There you go young  farmers day at the school so again very different from today. Now in 1949 I think  brothers Jim and Bob were going up to secondary school age now there was a thought by Mum and Dad that we were too far out in the sticks at Narre North it’s a suburb of Melbourne now, Dad managed to get a promotion and we moved to New Street Dandenong so they could go to Secondary school, actually they went off to hopefully Tech. and I went to Dandy East Primary School, I think it’s Central or something like that now so I went there for my early primary school learning. In 1952  I think as best as I can collect anyway and I will get away with it because you can’t prove me wrong I hope not anyway I’m not sure Jim whether  it was part of Dad’s original job of going to Dandenong or whether it was a further promotion to go to Noble Park, anyway we will get away with it, don’t tell anybody  we will tell them that it wasn’t anyway, we moved to Noble Park where there was a State Rivers house on Heatherton road on the corner Chandler and Heatherton Roads There was a yard there and

 Dad  was in charge of that. Chandler Road might have been a boundary anyway Dad was responsible for the maintenance of broken pipes and so forth from there right through to Hallam, that area Dandenong, Hallam they would have to do maintenance work now all of that  maintenance or  most of it was done by a pick and shovel. No machinery as you see today. Now they would head off with pick and shovel and I can I think at times hear Dad about where they might have got machinery when it was absolutely necessary all the rest of the time it was done now I can still recall too coming in the yard which was at the back of our house where they would bring all the broken pipes back and they were cast iron or wood, they were like tongue and groove pipes joined together and bound with steel wire and then bituminised on the outside so they are some of the memories I can remember there. Ok! yes  in moving to Noble Park obviously meant a change from going to here. I had to go to Noble Park Primary School, now Dorothy my sister must have been coming up to school age because I’m sure she went there as well, but I think for only twelve months at the school, not quite ready after that yet but we are getting close. Ok! yes  so we are now up to 1952 Ok!  in  1954 I’m up to Eleven years old, up to the age where I can attend secondary school and I suppose I’ll have to put on school uniform which I can still do up. I can still wear the dinner suit I got married in as well. Now I must admit this wouldn’t have been the original one, my original uniform yes lets keep it together. Right the school, I’m going to mess Simon up a little, I’m going to go for this one next, The Logo here from the uniform was designed by the Art and Modelling teacher at the school and Mr. King I can remember his name see even without the paper so that wasn’t a bad effort really, yes so that was the Logo” Industry Succeeds “and I think you can sort of see what they were trying to get at with the sort of gears and space shape, and Industry succeeds wasn’t necessary meaning the Industry of Industry but rather Effort would produce results. Good industry would produce results.  This one here was actually one of the first hub designs now the hub was our school magazine, it become quite fancy in later years but of course  the early ones would have been just friendly sort of printing and so forth. Ok! Where  am I how am I going for time, I better hurry it up. Right oh. The school uniform as you can see was green and gold, now my very first uniform had a gold braid around it actually a very fancy braid and also the cap this was not mine but it actually had gold braid on it as well. Now as I recall the cap didn’t really last very long. Now I was the smallest boy at the school at the time which did create some problems but I generally had mates of the bigger boys at rhe school and that helped a lot as you will see later, but the hat I can remember was really I can remember kids trying to keep it off me by using it’s aero dynamic sort of shape throwing it one to the other and back, that didn’t really worry me too much but it did worry me if it got lost, because the consequents for Mum would have been quite significant. Now another thing which was typical for the time, these were all new. How many of us in even in this room would realize how often did we get new clothes, not very often, so the new clothes were your  best clothes so you had to look after them so you could  wear them out for your best, when you got home, so losing anything no I couldn’t have suffered the consequences of that. Ok I think I might move it along quicker Look as I say in the beginning the school  even though it was 1954 was sort of the official year of the school, boys actually attended there the year before in 1953 at the Scout hall, one church, and Council chambers, now that would have been the first group of boys that would have been actually used the Scout Hall first, attending the main school in Cleeland Street. Now I have got to say the Tech clearly I think you get a feeling well I hope you have that I found the Tech a wonderful place, hard but it helped develop me, my life skills. I believe it developed me as a person. Mum was very protective I think and perhaps over controlling.  I think people that came out of the war years I think we all found it fairly tough, but I found it was a place I learned to stand on my own feet and to this day I really treasure every thing I got out of it. Getting to school, now many travelled to school, they travelled again like I said about my father having used the      at Koo Wee Rupp where did some of students come from KooWee Rup, Tooradin, Ridgedale Cardinia way out areas, and they came from those outer areas the boys by bus mostly to the school. Now I was living in Noble Park  and I travelled by bike now it wasn’t a easy task because you realize during those times  none of the roads were formed properly like you see them today, where  bituminised from one gutter to another, they were often very rocky up Heatherton Road potholed particularly in the winter and not a easy way to travel to school, some were close enough to walk but that would be a small number I think, majority would have travelled from outer areas. Now I have got to say I  immediately  took to the Tech model and maybe it had something to do with the disruption of my Primary school but I wasn’t very successful at Primary school I can assure you I had lots of troubles at school in fact some might have been concerned how I would manage Tech Now I don’t know but going through all of this little exercise I find some of my actual school records, now I look at the school records, there are a 142 boarders enrolled in 1954 and when I look at my first year results I actually come first out of 174. now I have got to say, as a person that eventually become a teacher I cannot fathom how they could have ever possibly ranked persons from 1- 172 or whatever, a load of rubbish but that was what they did in those times, anyway I’ve got to say if my behaviour changed so did my results, they weren’t quite the same all the way through Now some of the things about the school. On the 7th of June 1954 was actually the first assembly of the school because it was very disrupted and I note in it  a photo of the Queen was presented to the school plus an Australian Flag so at least we got that, but we would have had to sing the National Anthem and it would have been God save our gracious Queen you know at that time so that is why you got the Queen, but it wasn’t until the official opening it wasn’t until the 25th of November, but I won’t go into that, we will try and move along, you know the usual Dignities would have turned up, Pollies and all the rest. Now I should acknowledge that I have read Miss Bignalls   history of the deep ????? Now I am going to give you a little book later and you can read it for yourself much detailed than my rambles, but however one of the little things I happened to find out of her history was that Mr Strange the Principal had gained 60 pounds to buy 400 library books. Now they were for borrowing, but my recollection was that we didn’t get too much access to those books because I think they were worried that we might damage them however I do remember that there was this huge Dictionary that we all got into and usually got quite amount of humour out of finding all the dirty words. Now why do you remember stupid things but I can tell you “Fart” a small explosion between the legs, now I remember that and I don’t why we remember these stupid things. Extensions were going on all the time, it would never happen today with regards building was going on while the students were getting around the school, all the safety regulations today would just never allow it, but the building went on for a number of years. Also I have got to say one other thing reading through her history. In 1955 twelve months later, extensions continued one being a female staff toilet, now I know there was only one female teacher there at the time, Miss Moorehead a lovely lady but on her own I imagine she must have had to signal “I’m going to the men’s toilet” or something like that, I don’t know but I do remember Miss Moorhead for trying to teach us Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar  now I was deadly disappointed we never ever completed the exercise, she was going to get us to do the play, now I think as Brutus I have the role of Brutus and there is one thing I still remember and from that there is one line that I can still remember and that was “The evil that men do lives after them the good is often interred with their bones so let it be with Caesar.” I hope I got it right but anyway that’s what I remember. Now Mrs Lesley Moorhead as she was known, we knew her as Miss Moorhead eventually gained an O.B.E. for doing work on History on the Mornington Peninsula I think but she also did some other things I’m fairly sure. During 1955 Teachers made a request for more Prefects, now I have to feel strongly, sadly, this  may have been at times possibly due to bringing hundreds of the boys together what’s going to happen? They are going to try and establish their pecking order and there are a number of fights. Those prefects I bet were fairly large  like this fellow here, he would have been one of them I reckon as long as he is strong enough to hold them apart I’m fairly sure of that now another thing about the time I’ve got to say that discipline was very strict and the strap often used. There was one teacher I recall would often strap the whole class. He would line us up across the wall and strap the lot of us. Now I can remember Fred Robcant ? we knew where to line up so I would stand in the middle as I said I’m the smallest boy in the school, Freddie Robcant ? was about one  of the bigger boys in the school so of course I would have my hands down and Fred would have his up. The strap was often used  and was seen as sort of humour because this same teacher wanted to single me out once and he goes into a big performance into his draw, hunting through his bag can’t find his strap. says “No you are not missing out” sends me down to a teacher so I go, he sends me down to another room and you have to knock on the door of course not like today where you bowl in, so you knock on the door are told come in son, what do you want son? I won’t say the teachers name so Mr. so and so I’ve been sent down to borrow the strap so all the boys in that class broke into chorus “Get the big one get the -------------“ he says come with me son takes me out the back room and  in the back room, the rooms were about as wide as from that door to the wall,  edge on across that wall were straps, edge on! now I selected one and brought it back and it was a Clyde. I have got to say one thing about getting the strap, one other time I got the strap and I did regret that one I really did. The Music teacher this is, gave me the strap because my voice was so bad it was felt I had to be playing up to the other children. Now I am going to ask Bailey he is my grandson, what do you say when Pa asks you do you want me to sing? “NO”  so  I think that’s conformation that I wasn’t playing up to the class, they won’t let me sing today. Evening classes started in 1955 Art, Dressmaking, Millinery, Commercial subjects, Trade, Woodwork, and Sheet Metal. train at night for the skill. I am going to through you into confusion now, I am going to hurry it along At the end of the year Scholarships were awarded now generally they came from the local industry General Motors, International Harvester and Heinz. Now those companies supplied scholarships, now from memory I got one for being a sweet little boy, something like that I was told which was quite a substantial amount at the time, it helped to pay for your books and the excursions which you wanted to do, those sort of things. Yes so that was where the Scholarships came, I think the Council did offer a couple as well but mostly they came from private industry and that’s where the Technical system I should say came from.  It operated in a very different way to  the rest of the school system it very much operated from independently, it had it’s own budgets, very different to what it is today and therefore there were a lot of links to industry. The demand for entry into the school became a problem, the demand of us was oversupplied  with more boys wanting to enter the school than there were places and they had to introduce a quota system. By the time I was leaving which the school  only went to form 4 at that stage you could do junior Tech or form 4 which was called Diploma entrance  If you wanted to go onto further study you would have to go onto Caulfield Institute I think you could do further study, certainly R.M.I.T. because I know I went to night classes at R.M.I.T. eventually, didn’t succeed there I was totally lost but never mind I did do that. In 1958 I was leaving the school, there were a thousand students at the school 25 junior, 398 leaving and 68 Apprentices but it was changing from just a junior school but having apprentices and doing those sorts of things I overcalled the junior tech certificate or Diploma entrance which was form 4. Now my father died in 1957  I think I was in form 3  which wasn’t easy but however as a result of that we eventually moved to McCrae Street, now I’ve just thrown that in, we won’t talk about that it’s another story like we were saying we could write a whole thing about McCrae Street, but anyway we did move to there the family intact except my father, but that wasn’t immediate, we were given some leeway to stay in  the State Rivers home until Mum could get things sorted out. The school became a fully operating school particularly our trade facility, Woodwork, Sheet metal, Automotive all of that became quite well developed. Automotive not so much in the early days, but all the other trade certainly did. In 1958 I left work and I started working as a junior Draftsman, I don’t know had the hell I ever finished up this but someone took my photo on the job, it would be the only one ever, slightly more hair the matt makes it more prominent, and Simon was impressed with the sideboards, must have been the fashion at the time .I have to say about that, I’ve don’t know if I can find it quickly I did, but here we go  I realized going through this exercise what did I find? My first Group Certificate now I earned the massive amount of One hundred and forty pounds, thirteen shillings and five pence in that financial year yes that’s the financial year not weekly and I paid the total instalments of Four pounds fourteen shillings and  threepence  in terms of Tax instalments. Amazing!!. Yes a good rate, it wouldn’t be today would it? Right between 1959 and 1975 I worked for a number of companies mostly in design because that’s where I started, but I actually went back and did a trade as a Mechanical Technician which is like fitting machinery because I thought I would never be able to design properly without practical experience so I went back and did that but eventually I came back and worked in design and some of them were supervision roles. In 1974 I decided I want a change I’d tried everything well I hadn’t tried everything but I tried a number of things and decided there were teaching scholarships available and I applied, and I did write here for ideologist reasons  I do seriously believe that you don’t go into teaching unless you really want to do it’ I believe they should get rid of people that don’t want to teach there are some in the system and they              all the way through 
