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Dandenong Civic Centre
225 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong

Australia Day Awards

Every year Council Community Group of Sportsperson of the Year
recognises the people the Year
who make a difference in The Greater Dandenong

*  our community. Here Environmental Group has been
conducting environmental and

Springvale Customer Service

397-405 Springvale Road, Springvale Welcome to the February edition of Greater Dandenong

Council News.
Keysborough Customer Service
Shop A7 Parkmore Shopping Centre,
Keysborough

Dean Jones has expanded the junior
ranks at the Silverton Cricket Club from
just 15 in 2016-17 to almost 100 in
2019-20. He created a multicultural

The holiday season is drawing to a close and many of our
residents are returning to school and work and many Council
programs are starting up again for 2020.

Just recently we held our Australia Day Festival and i
All correspondence to: announced the winners of our Australia Day Awards. So many are some of the peODle sustainability related activities for Eg?ﬁ%:?&iz?:ggsfﬂEg:ii;g part
Greater Dandenong Council News wonderful community members were recognised for their a recognised at the 2020 Greater Dandenong residents since in sport
PO Box 200 service to Greater Dandenong. Read about the winners on Mayor Ci e ter Dand 1990. Activities include native tree .
Eangilenong VIC 3175 the opposite page. Cr Jim Memeti ity of Greater Dandeénong  pjanting, Water watch, Frog Watch,
Rl e g G CenVc e ar As the summer weather continues and you look for ways to Australia Day Awards. S] eﬁ&gﬁ? uskinllaiig Siyipe
..................................................................................................................... keep COOI, exp‘ore What our |OCal pub!ic pools have to foEr . Ig '
on page 7- Citizen of the Year

O Phone: 8571 1000

Fax: 8571 5196 Christine Keys is president of the
I ax:

Dandenong and District Historical
Society and has been recognised

for her ongoing commitment to the
preservation, promotion and sharing of
local history of Greater Dandenong to
our diverse community.

Drum Theatre is the place to be in 2020, with some wonderful performers getting
ready to hit the stage this year. Find out more about how you can see more shows

for less or even perform on the Drum stage yourself on page 8.
@ www.greaterdandenong.com

a @greaterdandy

facebook.com/greaterdandenong

Learn how to reduce household waste and keep Greater Dandenong streets clean
on page 9, or find out how to explore your creative side on page 13.

| hope you all have a great month and enjoy reading this edition of Greater
Dandenong Council News,

Dean m[\-/ ‘ //

Corporate Citizen
of the Year

Volunteer of the Year

Agnes Kean is a founding member and
the current president of the Interfaith

E cityofgreaterdandf:nong

youtube.com/citygreaterdandenong

a, TIV: 133 677 N

“) Speak and listen: 1300 555 727 W
relayservice.gov.au

) mis: 131 450 :
My City

Greater Dandenong has many beautiful parks and reserves just waiting to be
discovered. This hidden gem is a pirate-themed park off Somerfield Drive in
Keyshorough. Young adventurers can sail the high seas and make mum and dad

Emergency calls walk the plank before enjoying a picnic or barbecue at this park.
Police/Fire/Ambulance.............000

Julie Busch is the Chairman and

Network of Greater Dandenong. She : 1

has also worked in a voluntary capacity SuStamabﬂlty Award Non-Executive Director at the .
for other community groups since Bryan Hunter is an environmental Dandenong Mar_ket a_nd Deputy Chair
the 1980s. education specialist at Athol Road and Non-Executive director at Interact

Australia. She uses her platform to
benefit the wider community and
consistently reaches out to find ways
to positively impact others.

Primary School, and has established

a full scale urban farm providing fresh
fruit and vegetables for school cooking
programs and to sell to the school
community.

@ council@cgd.vic.gov.au

Important Numbers
Young Leaders of the

Year (joint winners)

¢ Jemma Leeson has been a member
v of the Nohle Park Girl Guides for eight
'& ; years and has shown amazing growth as
= == a leader among her peers. She has also
¥ 4
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Street lighting faults/
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i been a junior volunteer with the CFA for
non-operational.........ccov... 8571 1000 one year, and has acted in a coaching
Hoon Hotline...........cccccccc.... 1800 333 000 role for school sporting teams. Julie Busch

Tanishka Sharma was a passionate

member of Council’s Young Leaders le]_ng Treasure Awards
program in 2018 and helped plan and

Hard Waste Collection
WM Waste Management
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Australian Animal

deliver key projects for local youth. She ~ This award is given to people who

is a positive role madel and mentor

have made a lasting impact on life for
all of the City of Greater Dandenong

Protection SOCIety ..., 9798 8415 for her peers and now volunteers with
i community. Five new treasures were
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Councillor Contacts

Lightwood Ward

Cr Youhorn Chea

Ph/Fax: 9584 5149

0417 320 645
youhorn.chea@cgd.vic.gov.au

Lightwood Ward

Cr Sean O'Reilly

0422 523 258
sean.oreilly@cgd.vic.gov.au

b o

Lightwood Ward

Cr Loi Truong

0466 004 618
loi.truong@cgd.vic.gov.au

o

Paperbark Ward

Cr Peter Brown

Ph: 8571 5230
peter.brown@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Tim Dark

0466 403 914
tim.dark@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Sophie Tan

0466 793 727
sophie.tan@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward
Cr Matthew Kirwan
0403 072 295

Red Gum Ward

Cr Angela Long

Ph/Fax: 9795 6574

0466 004 616
angela.long@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward - Mayor
Cr Jim Memeti

0434 560 239
jim.memeti@cgd.vic.gov.au

o oA ad dd o

Silverleaf Ward
Cr Zaynoun Melhem
0466 518 082

matthew. kirman@cgd.vic.gov.au

zaynoun.melhem@cgd.vic.gov.au

Silverleaf Ward

Cr Maria Sampey
Ph/Fax: 9790 1291
0438 800 027

maria.sampey@cgd.vic.gov.au

www.greaterdandenong.com
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! Ccouncil meetings are held on the
| second and the fourth Monday of
' the meonth, at 7pm.
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All Council meetings are held at the
city chambers at the Dandenong
Civic Centre, 225 Lonsdale Street,
Dandenong.

The February meetings will be held:
Monday 10 February

Monday 24 February

Council will work hard in 2020 on

a number of projects to improve
Paperbark Ward. This is just a small
overview of some of the projects
being carried out.

There are several free public WiFi zones
across the city, including in Noble Park.
Unfortunately when the new raised
train lines were constructed in Noble
Park they blocked the WiFi signal from
reaching the skate park. Council is
working to reinstate full WiFi access

to the area via fibre optic cables laid
throughout the Noble Park precinct. In
the long term it is hoped the project will
improve the speed and reliability of free
WiFi service at the skatepark and NPAC,
while the use of cables will offer Council
more options when it comes to WiFi,
CCTV cameras and future technology.

Cr Tim Dark Pa

The general public is always welcome
to attend meetings, but did you know
you can watch Council meetings live
via our webcast service?
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You can keep up with all the latest !
decisions, hear questions from i
residents and find out the many ways E
your local councillors are serving !
the community. :
:
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To view meetings online simply
go to greaterdandenong.com/
councilmeetings

Council has also committed to
streetscape upgrades on Douglas
Street in Noble Park, and has already
completed the first two stages of this
project. The final two stages were
delayed as the Level Crossing Removal
Authority (LXRA) completed works in the
area. The remaining works will introduce
traffic signals at the new link road and
update the streetscape along Douglas
Street to match previous stages. We are
currently finalising the designs and will
start construction later this year.

Further works will be carried out this
year at parks and reserves across
Paperbark Ward as Council continues to
implement Master Plans put in place in
2018 and 2019. Works include wetland
construction at Frederick Wachter
Reserve, tree planting, landscaping

and furniture installation at Parkfield
Reserve, and construction of the All
Abilities Playground at Ross Reserve.

If you would like to discuss
any local issues, please
email me at tim.dark@cgd.
vic.gov.au or phone me on
0466 403 914.

Cr Angela Lon

= ¥ P

The redevelopment of Dandenong
Park is coming along, but there are
still a few things left to complete the
job and put the finishing touches on
this major revamp.

This includes several items that will help
connect the history of this site to the
future. There will be new garden beds,

g B9

landscaping, renewal of the ‘Rotary
Wheel' water wheel (retained in the
current location) and shadow drawings
of the original fence design etched
into the footpath combined with a new
‘Dandenong Park’ feature entry sign
installed at the corner of Foster and
Lonsdale streets.

Several interpretive signs sharing the
overall history of the site will be installed
and will include commemorating the
various past activities that occurred

at the park including the Dandenong
Bowls Club, Croquet Club and Truby King
Kindergarten. The original gates from
the bowling club were salvaged and will
be refurbished and reinstalled as part

of the commemorative element of

the project.

The old Stan Prior stage was demolished
and a new one has been built in its
place. The stage was named after Stan
Prior in 1988 following his many years
of service to the community, including

a long stint as a member of the City of
Dandenong Band.

The Springvale Community precinct
is starting to come to life and will be
open to the public soon.

*

This precinct will become the new ‘heart
of Springvale and will be an important
meeting place for the whole community.
While the library is an obvious reason for
people to visit, | expect the welcoming
community spaces and beautiful
outdoor environment will attract all.

Late last year Council ran a consultation
to help with naming the precinct.
Council asked residents to consider
whether to name the whole precinct,
just the library building, or both.

Many residents were involved in this
consultation and gave great feedback.
We are working on the feedback and will
announce the outcome shortly.

Recently Council also finished a
consultation for the Springvale
Community Precinct Strategic Plan.
This plan will guide the direction and
expectations of the entire space for the
next five years. We asked residents to
consider what their expectations are for

the site, the priorities for them and
their families and what they would like
to see happen at the site in the next
12 months.

This space will celebrate our vibrant
and diverse community and provides
opportunities for education and
connection.

| look forward to hearing about

the outcome of the Strategic Plan
consultation and seeing the community
embrace this space into the future.

o If you would like to discuss
any issues please contact me
via email at sean.oreilly@
cgd.vic.gov.au, phone
0422 523 258 or search
“councillorseanoreilly” on
Facebook.

Council News

New toilet facilities have already been
built and add to the park’s amenity, but
there will also be more seating, tables
and barbecue facilities so that families
can spend quality time together at the
park. Sporting fun will also be made
possible with the addition of a full-sized
hasketball court and new walking paths
around the park.

The park will also be made greener with
extensive planting of trees and shrubs
set to happen over the coming months.

This park truly is a green oasis in the
centre of Dandenong and | encourage
you all to explore what it has to offer.

If you want to contact me
about any Council related
issues please phone me on
9795 6574 or 0466 004 616.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Housing options in Greater Dandenong

Having a roof over your head is
regarded as essential to a person’s
health and wellbeing. However not all
Australians have the same access to
safe and affordable housing,

Nearly 2,500 Greater Dandenong
residents are at risk of homelessness,
but homelessness doesn't just mean
sleeping rough — the term refers to the
lack of a stable place to live.

One of the main reasons for high levels
of homelessness is the lack of adequate
social and affordable housing in our
city. While Greater Dandenong ranks
23rd in Victoria on supply of social and
affordable housing, we have the second
highest level of homelessness in Victoria.

Social and affordable housing are
critical components of Council’s Housing
Strategy 2014-24. In June 2019
Council organised a Mayoral Forum to
discuss ways to increase social and
affordable housing stock in the city.

Council‘is working with the State
Government and community housing

agencies to enable further development
of appropriate housing and supporting
Services.

Earlier in 2019 Council sent a letter
out with the rates notice asking for
local homeowners to consider renting
their homes out through a community
housing program. So far four properties
have been made available to support a
family violence refuge program.

Council will continue to advocate to
other levels of government and work
with providers to increase social housing
opportunities for Greater Dandenong
residents.

€) visit greaterdandenong.com

What do these terms mean?

Social Housing is an umbrella
term that includes both public and
community housing.

Public Housing is owned by the State
Government and is provided to eligible

Question time

Council meetings are held twice
a month in the Council Chambers
at the Dandenong Civic Centre
and members of the public are
welcome to come along and

ask questions.

Public Question Time
provides an opportunity
for residents to address
questions to the Mayor or
Councillors, or officers of
the Greater Dandenong
City Council.

Questions are limited to a maximum
of three and recent changes to the
Meeting Procedure Local Law mean

that residents can ask the question
themselves.

www.greaterdandenong.com

All questions must be submitted
before the meeting, must be

done so in writing and must be read
as written and submitted.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/
councilmeetings to get
an electronic copy of the
question time form which can
be submitted online (before
12pm on meeting day) or
submitted in person at the
meeting (before the 7pm
meeting start time).

disadvantaged Victorians, including
unemployed, those on low incomes,
with a disability, with a mental illness or
who are at risk of homelessness. Today
more than 6000 people in the area are
on the public housing waiting list.

Community Housing is housing owned
or managed by community housing
agencies for low income people,
including those eligible for public
housing. These houses are regulated
by the State Government.

Affordable Housing is housing that

is appropriate for the needs of a

range of very low to moderate income
households. They are priced (whether
mortgage repayments or rent) so that
these households are able to meet their
essential basic living costs.

Parking tips

Did you know it is illegal to stop at
the side of a road marked with a
continuous yellow line?

Doing this can create an unsafe
situation for other road users and may
cost you up to $99.

The City of Greater Dandenong
reminds motorists that whenever you
see a continuous yellow line along the
side of the road to treat it like a ‘No
Stopping’ sign and remember not to
stop or park next to the line,

Yellow lines are a visual reminder to
motorists that it is unsafe to stop and
are there to help make our roads safer
for all users.

Resilience snapshot

Resilience is the ability to flexibly cope
with the demands of life and bounce
back after times of adversity.

Resilience is an important
characteristic for young people, and
can come from within themselves or
via external sources, including friends,
family or teachers.

Since 2015, Council’'s Youth and
Family Services have been working with
Resilient Youth Australia to administer
a Resilience Survey to local primary
and secondary school students.

The survey reports on more than

80 indicators of resilience, across a
number of domains including health,
education, belonging and hope.

More than 4600 students took part in
the 2019 survey and some of the key
findings included:

Young Leaders

Applications are now open for the
2020 Young Leaders program.

This is an exciting opportunity for young
people aged 16-25 years to develop
their leadership skills through creating
and implementing community projects.
Participants learn about the role of
local government and develop a greater
understanding of community issues.

Visit youth.greater
dandenong.com or phone
Youth and Family Services on
9793 2155 to apply.

© FAST FACTS

» 89% of primary school students
and 88% of secondary school
students thought it was important
to help others

» 86% of primary school students and
88% of secondary school students
embrace diversity

» 44% of primary school students
reported that they struggled to
build friendships

» 41% of secondary school students
said they were not eating well while
47% said they were not keeping
physically fit.

Council’s Youth and Family Services
will use the results of this survey, and
previous surveys undertaken in 2015
and 2017, to consider future programs
and services for local young people.

Youth Showcase

Do you know an outstanding
young person?

Consider nominating them for the
2020 Youth Showcase. This event
celebrates the personal and community
achievements of young people aged
12-25 years.

Council is looking to recognise young
people who have made a difference

in their community or who have
demonstrated persistence in overcoming
barriers to pursue their goals.

j o Visit youth.greaterdandenong.

? com or phone Youth and
Family Services on 9793 2155
for more information or to
nominate someone.

Swimming students at NPAC and Oasfs also receive unlimited access to pools

outside of their swimming lesson times, including the giant waterslide at NPAC
and the splash zene at Qasis.
The SwimDesk portal helps parents track and monitor their child’s progress
online

Resilience is gn

important characteristjc
for young people. ..

o Visit youth.greaterdandenong.

com for more information from
the Resilience Survey.

Lessons for life

Safety by the water is about more

~ than just learning to swim.

; YMCA swimming lessons focus on

more than swimming freestyle and
backstroke, with students exposed to
essential water safety, personal survival
and open water techniques.

Keeping cool in summer often means
socialising around waterways, whether
it's the backyard pool, rivers, lakes or
beaches, and being confident and
safe can help make a day out even
more enjoyable.

The YMCA, through Noble Park Aquatic
Centre (NPAC) and Dandenong Oasis,
offer swimming lessons for people of
all ages.

o Getting started with YMCA
swimming lessons is easy.
Visit nobleparkaquaticcentre.
com.au or dandenongoasis.
com.au for more information.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Clean up -
no butts

Cigarette butts are the
number one littered
item in Australia with

7 billion butts carelessly
littered each year.

Cigarette butts are not
biodegradable, in fact

they release chemicals
as they decompose,

9

contributing to the
degradation of our

Reducing your household waste

Council is committed to working with  Re-use and Recycle Drop-off Day

...there will be :
residents to help reduce the amount

Following the popularity and success

Ross Noble —

something for
everyone

Get ready for a fun, inspiring and
affordable year with Drum Theatre.

Season 2020 is full of heart and
brings world class theatre productions
to your backyard.

From Opera Australia’s Carmen

and Archie Roach’s Tell Me Why, to
The Sapphires, Melbourne Theatre
Company’s SLAPRBANG.KISS, to the
Melbourne International Comedy
Festival Roadshow, there will be
something for everyone.

Save money and tailor a subscription
within the 2020 Theatre Season

to receive great savings. There are
two options:

Humournoid

What happens when pure comedy
takes human form? What happens
when a creature is bred to do
stand up?

Nobody knows because that isn't a

thing. What is a thing is that Ross Noble

is doing a show at Drum Theatre and
you're all invited.

Described as a “pure delight” and “the
great improviser” Ross Noble takes
each show on a different path.

www.greaterdandenong.com

OnStage Season Package Buy
any three shows in the OnStage
Season and pay just $28 per show,
including premium-priced shows.
You can add as many shows as you
like for $28 each.

Encore Program Package Buy any
three shows in the Encore Season
and pay just $18 per show. You can
add as many shows as you like for
$18. All Encore ticket prices include
complimentary morming tea and a
parking voucher.

Visit drumtheatre.com.au for
the full program of shows and
start planning your 2020 now.

Don’t miss the international
comedian doing his thing,

on Saturday 29 February, at
8pm, at Drum Theatre. Visit

drumtheatre.com.au or phone

8571 1666 to get tickets.

Explore the stories behind the
art and sound around town
when Mr Congo hosts this
monthly open mic night at
Drum Theatre.

Our Beat is more than
just a gig. It's a pop-
up lounge to vibe out
and connect in, and
everyone is welcome
to share in the fun.

Whether you are a musician,

DJ, painter, comedian, actor, or
whatever you are, come and check
out what this space has to offer.

If you want to sing — sing. If you
want to dance — dance. This is
your night, our night — Our Beat.

Meet the talents in your town

and enjoy a creative summer with
like-minded people every third
Thursday, from 20 February to

16 April, 6.30pm-9.30pm.

The free event is open to all ages
and is on at Drum Theatre, corner
Lonsdale and Walker streets,
Dandenong,.

0 Sign up to get on stage at
drumtheatre@cgd.vic.gov.

au or phone 8571 1666,

of waste going to landfill.

While every household is entitled to one

free hard waste collection each year,

Council is offering more opportunities
for residents to dispose of unwanted

household items.

Council works hard to keep the
streets of Greater Dandenong clean
from litter and dumped rubbish, and
is encouraging residents to take
advantage of the free hard waste
collection.

Dumped rubbish can pollute our land
and waterways, threaten wildlife and
leave our streets looking unattractive.

To book your free hard rubbish
collection phone 9721 1915, or
consider other Council services to help
dispose of unwanted household items.

Homecycle

Reduce landfill and recycle goods that
are too good to throw out with this free
one-off kerbside collection.

Give smaller items, such as clothes,
toys, games, sports equipment and
small electrical items a second chance

by placing them in your recycle bin. The

items will be collected and passed on
to charity.

The collection will happen the day
after your normal recycling kerbside
collection during the period of
18-29 February.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/
homecycle for more
information.

of previous collections, Council will be
running three drop-off events for larger
items this year.

Some items will be
donated to charity while
others will be recycled to
create new products.

The Re-use and Recycle Drop-off Day
will be held at Greaves Reserve, Bennet
Street, Dandenong, from 8am-1pm on
the following dates:

Saturday 15 February
Saturday 27 June
Saturday 28 November

Iltems that can be
accepted include:

Televisions and
computers
Electrical appliances .
Whitegoods (fridges,
washing machines, dryers and
microwaves)

Household furniture (chairs, tables,
couches and desks)

Mattresses (maximum of two)
Bicycles

Homewares (toys, cookware, sporting
items and baby equipment)

Clothes and linen.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/
recycleday for more
information.

natural environment
and causing serious
harm to our pets and
wildlife.

Tossing away a cigarette butt is
littering and fines can be greater
than $330. Save the environment
and some money by disposing of
butts more responsibly. Visit one of
Council’s customer service centres
to grab a free portable ashtray

or make use of the integrated
cigarette butt bins on Council’s
public rubbish bins.

o Visit greaterdandenong.
com/littering for more
information.

@ FAST FACTS

Food left in recyclable containers
changes the weight or the material
preventing it from' being recovered
at the sorting facility. Always empty
drink and| food containers before
placing them in your yellow-lidded
recycle bin to make sure your
recycling efforts don't go to waste.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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What's On February 2020

ONDA DA D DA RSDA FRIDAY
[+ ] =7 > Family Fun at the Library > Greater Dandenong
Ak Springvale Library Environment Group
= 10.30am Dandenong Wetlands, Stud Rd,
ottty e T ; i Ph: 1300 630 920 Dandenong North
. 9.30am
» Summer Reading Club Finale Ph: 8571 1702
and Prize Giving
Dandenong Library
i 2pm—4pm Q
Ph: 1300 630 920
Jila /.,
3 A 5 6 7 8 9
> Peer 2 Peer Study > Family Fun Playgroup > Baby Bounce Conversation Circle - > Alex Wilkie Nature Reserve > Springvale Rotary
Dandenong and Springvale Dandenong Library Dandenong Library Low to Intermediate Open Day Sunday Market
Libraries 12.30pm-2.30pm 10.30am Dandenong Library Harold Road, Springvale South Springvale Railway Station
4pm-6pm Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 1300 630 920 6pm-7.30pm . 9am-3pm (every Friday) Carpark
Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 8571 1702 Bam-12.30pm
Ph: 0425 806 006
> Mindfulness Mondays Movies after Dark — My Life » Cinema in the Square:
Dandenong and Springvale as a Zucchini [PG] The Karate Kid [PG] > Waitangi Day
Libraries Dandenong Library Harmony Square, Dandenong Dandenong Market
6.30pm-8pm 7.30pm-9pm 7pm 10am-4pm
Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 1300 630 920
10 11 12 13 14 15 0
» Combined Probus Club » Family Fun Playgroup > Social Knitwork Pavarotti — The King of the > Libraries Up Late - > Re-use and Recycle )] a2 S
of Sandown Dandenong Library Dandenong Library High Cs Games Night Drop Off Day o=
Club Noble, Moodemere Street, 12.30pm-2.30pm 10am (every Wednesday) Drum Theatre Springvale and Dandenong Greaves Reserve, Bennet Street, 3 2
Noble Park Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 1300 630 920 10.30am-11.45am Libraries Dandenong \
10am Ph: 8571 1666 6.30pm-8pm 8am-1pm
Ph: 9791 6807 X Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 8571 1000 e
Valentines Chocolate b 4
> Council Meeting Making Workshop * Cinema in the Square:
Dandenong Civic Centre, Dandenong Library August Rush [PG] e . 4
225 Lonsdale Street 7.30pm-9pm Harmony Square, Dandenong _ p.. UYe 3
7pm Ph: 1300 630 920 7pm da
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
» Conversation Circle — > Greater Dandenong Our Beat > Sisters of Mercy > Little India Cultural Tour > Springvale Rotary
Advanced Neighbourhood Watch Drum Theatre English Tutoring Dandenong Sunday Market
Dandenong Library Committee Meeting 6.30pm Dandenong Library 12pm-2pm Springvale Railway Station
Bpm-7.30pm Paddy 0'Donoghue Centre, Ph: 8571 1666 9am-11am (every Friday) Ph: 8571 1666 Carpark
Ph: 1300 630 920 Noble Park ; Ph: 1300 630 920 6am-12.30pm
6.30pm Watercolour Workshop with Ph: 0425 806 006
Gabby Willmott > Cinema in the Square:
Dandenong Library Brave [PG]
7.30pm-9pm Harmony Square, Dandenong
0 Ph: 1300 630 920 - 7pm
24 25 26 27 28 29
» Council Meeting Storytime * Learn English Through > Ross Noble — Humournoid
Dandenong Civic Centre, Dandenong and Springvale Storytime Playgroup Drum Theatre
225 Lonsdale Street Libraries Dandenong Library 8pm
7pm 10.30am 11lam-12.30pm Ph: 8571 1666
Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 1300 630 920
> Libraries After Dark - Trivia * Cinema in the Square:
Thursdays 90s Pop Culture Hairspray [PG]
Dandenong Library Harmony Square, Dandenong @
7.30pm-9pm 7pm
Ph: 1300 630 920 ‘

www.greaterdandenong.com

Contact:

City of Greater
Dandenong
Ph: 8571 1000

Drum Theatre
Ph: 8571 1666

Dandenong Library
Ph: 1300 630 920

Heritage Hill Museum
and Historic Gardens
Ph: 9793 4511

Jan Wilson
Community Centre
Ph: 8571 1436

Springvale Library
Ph: 1300 630 920

Springers
Leisure Centre
Ph: 9701 5900

Walker Street Gallery
Ph: 9706 8441

Dandenong Market
Ph: 9701 3850

Cultural Tours
Ph: 8571 1666

Send your event listings to
news@cgd.vic.gov.au

List your community
event anline at
greaterdandenong.com/

listyourevent

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Less than half of Greater Dandenong
residents are meeting the minimum
weekly physical activity requirement.

Based on the Council’s 2019 Sport and
Active Recreation Participation Survey,
just 49 per cent of residents meet the
minimum requirements, compared to a
state average of 73 per cent.

Council would like to help
all residents become more
physically active through
the Make Your Move
campaign.

Physical activity can take many different
forms and doesn’t have to be organised
sport or exercise. You can be active at
home, at school, at work and in the
community as part of leisure time,
travel, active play, or organised and
non-organised sports.

Simple actions such as taking a walk,
playing with your children, climbing a
tree and working in your garden are all
physical activities.

School crossing safety

School’s back for 2020 and
o now is a timely reminder to

drive safely and observe
speed limits during school times.

Drivers are reminded to pay extra
attention when approaching school
crossings, slow down to the speed limit
and follow the directions of the school
crossing SUpEervisor.

www.greaterdandenong.com

Physical activity is
important because

it can improve health
by reducing the
incidence of chronic
disease, including obesity-related
illnesses, diabetes and cardio-vascular
disease.

The combined impact of poor diet,
physical inactivity and being overweight
or obese is one of our country’s
greatest health challenges. It not only
affects individuals but can have severe
social and economic impacts on whole
communities.

How much activity do you need to do?

» At least 30 minutes per day, five days
a week should help keep you healthy.

Council is seeking community
feedback on the Make Your
Move Physical Activity Strategy
2020-30 until February 28.
Visit greaterdandenong.com/
makeyourmove for more
information.

When the flags are displayed the school
crossing is in operation and drivers need
to follow the relevant road rules.

Drivers are also reminded that parking
restrictions are often in place during
peak times, SO pay attention to signage.

Council officers will be patrolling around
schools to ensure road users comply
with road rules that are in place to
protect the safety of our children,

Exhibition call out

HOME 2020, a national program
for artists with an asylum
seeker or refugee background,
is now seeking expressions

of interest.

Culminating in an exhibition at
Walker Street Gallery and Arts
Centre in July 2020, HOME will
also include a series of workshops
and events in the lead up to

the exhibition.

HOME aims to recognise and
nurture the talents of artists who
have established a new life in
Australia and provide opportunities
in the creative arts sector.

The program focuses on the artists
identity, and encourages work
around the themes of home and
identity. New artwork is strongly
encouraged and Council will offer
support to help artists.

Those chosen to participate in
HOME will be able to:

» Take part in the nationally
acclaimed HOME 2020
Exhibition from 6 July to 15
August, and be paid an artist fee

» Attend a professional
development day in March,
with guest speakers including
curators, gallery directors,
marketing and fundraising
specialists (this does not include
airfares or accommodation costs)

» Work with an emerging arts
writer on a published piece of
writing about your work

» The opportunity to present at
artist workshops, artist floor talks
and other special events,

o Expressions of interest

close on February 10. Visit
greaterdandenong.com/
homeexhibition for more
information.

Cinema in the Square

The movies will screen
every Friday night from

7 February to 20 March,
from 7pm.

Book in some family fun time
every Friday night and join us in
Harmony Square for free movies.
Cinema in the Square
returns this month with a
variety of family friendly
films, including musicals,
arthouse, animation,
family classics and even
a Valentine’'s Day double
screening for you and
your loved ones.

Date | Time

Monday 3 February

-

4pm-6pm

Early birds can grab a

deckchair, or bring your

own picnic blanket or seating as
well as dinner and snacks and
make yourself at home for a comfy
experience.

o See the full program of
movies on the back page
of this magazine or visit
greaterdandenong.com/
cinemainthesquare for
more information.

Immunisation Timetable — February 2020

| Location

Springvale City Hall (Supper Room) 18 Grace Park Avenue, Springvale

Council News 13

Get Creative

Explore your creative side with a
series of workshops designed for
people of all ages. From traditional
art classes, to exploring digital
forms of artistic expression, there is
something for everyone in this term
one program.

Highlights include:

Field Recording with Sound School
Thursday 27 February, 4.30pm-6.30pm
Dandenong Library

Ages 10+, Free

Venture into the field with a bag

of microphones and tune into the

360 degrees of sound around you.
Learn how to use zoom recorders,
microphones, hydrophones,
electromagnetic detectors and other
tech tools to collect sounds. Then learn
how to process them to create original
music pieces.

Live Visuals and VJing with

Sound School

Thursday 12 March, 4.30pm-6.30pm
Dandenong Library

Ages 10+, Free

VJing is the art of producing live
visuals through the manipulation and
generation of videos and animation.
A VJ works with moving images much
like a musician works with sound.
Learn how to use software to produce
your own visuals with Misha Grace,
one half of renowned Melbourne AV
act friendships.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/
getcreative for more classes.

Tuesday 11 February

10am-11.45am

Paddy O’'Donoghue Centre, 18-34 Buckley Street, Noble Park

Wednesday 12 February | 3.30pm-6.30pm

Square)

Dandenong Civic Centre, 225 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong (enter via Harmony

Monday 17 February 4pm-6pm

Tuesday 18 February

10am-11.30am

Springers Leisure Centre, 400 Cheltenham Road, Keysborough

Jan Wilson Community Centre, Halton Road, Noble Park North (BJ Powell Reserve)

Saturday 22 February

Wednesday 26 February | 10am-12pm

B e N m—

10am-11.30am

Square)

Dandenong Civic Centre, 225 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong (enter via Harmony

Springvale City Hall (Supper Room) 18 Grace Park Avenue, Springvale

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Business support

Greater Dandenong Council
offers a range of support for local
businesses of all sizes.

Council’s Economic Development
Unit assists local businesses to grow,
attracts new businesses to the area
and supports business development
opportunities.

Throughout 2020 workshops and
business networking events will
help local businesses discover their
potential.

Three separate workshops over March
and April will help local businesses set
up to apply for Council tenders. Visit
greaterdandenong.com/vendorpanel for
dates and information.

Visit greaterdandenong.com/
businessworkshops to find
out about other upcoming
workshops.

Business breakfast

Hear about the social enterprise
business Who Gives a Crap and
network with other local business
owners at this event on Wednesday
18 March.

Simon Griffiths, CEO of Who Gives
a Crap, will share his insights, from
launching a crowdfunding campaign
to creating a business that sells
toilet paper across Australia while
supporting sanitation needs in the
developing world.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/
whogivesacrap for more
information and to secure
your tickets.

@ FasT FACTS

Council recognises the ever-
growing importance of the social
enterprise sector and aims to
provide support inithe form of
networking, training, mentoring
and other resources, Email
business@cgd.vic.gov.au if you
want to become connected

with Council's seeial enterprise
activities.

www.greaterdandenong.com

Take a Swing

S ————

for C_harifgy

Enjoy a game of golf while raising
funds for local charities at the
11th annual Take a Swing for
Charity Golf Day.

A special event hosted by
Council and local industry,
the day will be held at
Victoria Golf Club, Park
Road, Cheltenham, on
Wednesday 26 February.

Since its inception the charity golf
event has raised more than $430,000
for local charities, including Wallara
and Avocare.

Each year the sponsors, together
with organiser South East Business
Networks (SEBN), choose a local

O Wallara

The 2019 Golf Day event raised
money for Waliara, a support service
for adults with disabilities.

Wallara works to raise
awareness and educate
the wider community
about inclusiveness, while
empowering people with
different abilities.

cause to share in

the funds raised.

This year’s recipient
is Taskforce, who plan
to establish a social
enterprise coffee van
supporting local job seekers.

-1 isip

fuﬂds

Major sponsors for the 2020 event
include KPJ Group, Grenda, Erntec,
Norden, Future Recycling, Wadeson
IP and Telstra Business Centre
Dandenong. New sponsors are
welcome.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/
sebn to find out more about
how you can participate
in the event either as a
sponsor or a player.

Director David Willesdorf spoke at a
SEBN breakfast recently and thanked
the Take a Swing for Charity Golf Event
for donating to the organisation.

He said the money was used to help
connect Wallara clients with technology,
including teaching them how to be safe
online and to use technology to be

job ready.

He said Wallara also purchased a drone
for a fun introduction to tech toys.

Visit wallara.com.au for more
information.

The Share Plate

Food brings people together and
Greater Dandenong has a reputation
as being a foodies’ paradise.

So it was only a matter of time before
the Greater Dandenong community

got together to create a cookbook.
Titled The Share Plate, the book was
created by Greater Dandenong Libraries
and Council, and was funded by a
State Government Healthy Together
Victoria grant. The Share Plate features
a collection of recipes contributed by
community members.

Put together in partnership with the
Southern Migrant and Refugee Centre,
Wellsprings for Women, Monash Health,
Dandenong Neighbourhood House

and Chisholm, the book features 24
traditional recipes with a healthy spin.

Greater Dandenong Mayor Cr Jim
Memeti said the book showcased
Greater Dandenong's vibrancy
and diversity.

“It's a collection of recipes from our
community to your table and is a true
celebration of food and culture.”

Springvale father of two Gavin Mandrelle
shared a treasured family recipe for
the cookboaok.

“| was born and raised in Calcutta,

in the east of India and moved to
Melbourne in 2005. My mum’s
grandparents were Portugese migrants
to India,” Mr Mandrelle said.

“l grew up eating my mum’s amazing
cooking. Her pork vindaloo was my
favourite dish. Not just because she
made it, but also because it was so
different to other dishes that India is
known for.

“Mum passed away in 2014 in India.

A week before she passed away, | asked
her for the recipe to the pork vindaloo,
which she had memorised and didn't
have written down. Every year for her
anniversary | cook this pork vindaloo in
memory of her.”

Other dishes include Samoan Sapasuli,
One Pot Chicken Rice with Mushrooms
from China, Kisra with Okra from South
Sudan, Egg and Lemon Rice Soup
(Avgolemoni) from Greece, Dutch Gouda
Tarts, Qabeli Palaw from Afghanistan,
Pumpkin Jam from Russia and Irish
Wonder Cake.

Recipes were submitted and then
community cooks worked with chefs
and dietitians to make cherished home
recipes even healthier. The result proves

"Every year for her
anniversary | cook
this pork vindaloo
in memory of her.

that dishes from all over the world can
be delicious and healthy. The book can
be borrowed from the Dandenong and
Springvale public libraries.

HEALTHY COOKING TIPS:

> If yofJ are using oil or products
that are high in saturated fats
you can reduce the amount of
fat you end up eating by cooking
your dish a day before you plan
to serve it, letting the dish cool
completely and scraping off the
excess fat that settles at the top
of the dish.

» Store bought salad dressings
can he high in fats and salt, so
make your own at home by using
vinegar or low-fat yoghurt rather
than oil or cream.

» Replace half the meat
in your recipe with
legumes like brown
lentils or beans.

» For a balanced meal
aim to have half of
your plate covered
with vegetables.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Customer Service Centres

Dandenong Civic Centre
225 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong

Paddy O’Donoghue Centre
18-34 Buckley Street, Noble Park

Keysborough Customer Service
Shop A7 Parkmore Shopping Centre,
Keysborough

All correspondence to:

Greater Dandenong Council News
PO Box 200

Dandenong VIC 3175

Email: news@cgd.vic.gov.au

0 Phone: 8571 1000
Fax: 8571 5196
6 www.greaterdandenong.com

g @greaterdandy

li facebook.com/greaterdandenong

E cityofg:r‘éaterdandenong

youtube.com/citygreaterdandenong

ﬁ TTY: 133 677
“5) Speak and listen: 1300 555 727
relayservice.gov.au

[ mis: 131 450

@ council@cgd.vic.gov.au

Important Numbers

Emergency calls
Police/Fire/AmMbulance ... 000

Street lighting faults/
non-operational

United ENEIEY ... b3 20 99
Traffic signal faults/
non-operational ... 8571 1000

Hoon Hotling........ccooo............. 1800 333 000

Hard Waste Collection
WM Waste Management

S RIVICES s shrteiassbosisesissabisiesraiiossfrsesriis 9721 1915
Australian Animal

Protection SOCiety. ... 9798 8415
RS O vt et e D D2 DDD D,
Niirselon Gallt .. 1300 606 024

Welcome to the March edition of Greater Dandenong
Council News.

Summer in Australia is always harsh, but this year our country
has already seen some extreme weather events that have
caused a lot of damage.

Bushfires across Victoria have left a trail of devastation, and
while Greater Dandenong was not in the line of fire many local
individuals, families and businesses dedicated themselves to
support the firefighting and rebuilding efforts. Mayor

Cr Jim Memeti

This month we take a look at some of the local volunteer

organisations who sent members to the frontlines. These

same members have pledged to protect the Greater Dandenong community and
we are grateful for their efforts. See the opposite page to read more.

On a lighter note, later this month we host the Big Picnic at Wachter Reserve in
Keysborough. Read about this fun, family event on page 8.

Celebrate Australian female artists when SHE returns to the Walker Street Gallery
and Arts Centre. Read more on page 7.

If you plan to spend some time looking after your garden this month, tumn to page
13 to find out how you can maximise the garden waste you create.

Whatever you get up to, | hope you all have a healthy, happy and safe month.

~

AW

Named after former Dandenong and District Cricket Association president Harry
Shepley, Shepley Oval has been one of our city’s premier sporting grounds since the
1950s. Foothall and cricket are played at this oval year round and it is home to the
Dandenong Stingrays and the Dandenong Cricket Club.

This publication

Front Cover: Lt Matthew Muller, Lt Emmanuel Vella, Paper 1 is available in

. a ol
Shandelle Ross, Lt Sam Mason and (front) Captain FSC oo | alternative formats
Terence Sanford. el d FES 010983 upon request.

Greater Dandenong

Council News

---Support for
communities

affected by
the fires

reacts to bushfire crisis

While the fires have not burnt in
Greater Dandenong, Victoria's
ongoing summer bushfire crisis has
seen our community pull together to
support those most in need.

Volunteer and career firefighters from
our Greater Dandenong CFA brigades
have been helping in the fire zones
since the East Gippsland fires started on
21 November. Greater Dandenong SES
volunteers have also been deployed to
those regions.

The relief and recovery effort will be a
long and complex road, and Council has
been working closely with the Municipal
Association of Victoria (the state's peak
local government body) to offer support
to those Councils directly impacted

by the fires. Our staff and resources

are being shared with those affected

communities as they address immediate
relief needs and recovery efforts.

Additionally, a number of Dandenong
Council staff who already volunteer with
CFA have been deployed to fire zones to
help tackle the blazes.

Council's Parks team have also been
taking eucalyptus prunings to a wildlife
shelter in Langwarrin which is caring for
wildlife injured in the fires.

Mayor Jim Memeti has voiced his
support for communities affected by the
fires and recently held a stakeholder
forum to bring together key community
and business leaders to discuss

what more the Greater Dandenong
community can do together.

Cr Memeti said many local community
groups had already pulled together to

raise money and material aid for
those affected.

“The impacts of these fires will be
felt long after summer goes, and the
individuals and communities who
have been affected will be needing
support for a long time to come,”

Cr Memeti said.

“While many people within our
community have already done so much
to help, we know there is still much
more work ahead.”

o You can donate to the State
Government’s Bushfire
Disaster Appeal online at
vic.gov.au/bushfireappeal or
at any Bendigo Bank Branch.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Councillor Contacts

Lightwood Ward

Cr Youhorn Chea

Ph/Fax: 9584 5149

0417 320 645
youhorn.chea@cgd.vic.gov.au

23

MARCH

10

MARCH

Lightwood Ward

Cr Sean O'Reilly

0422 523 258
sean.oreilly@cgd.vic.gov.au

Lightwood Ward

Cr Loi Truong

0466 004 618
loi.truong@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Peter Brown

Ph: 8571 5230

0468 584 837
peter.brown@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Tim Dark

0466 403 914
tim.dark@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Sophie Tan

0466 793 727
sophie.tan@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward
Cr Matthew Kirwan
0403 072 295

Red Gum Ward

Cr Angela Long

Ph/Fax: 9795 6574

0466 004 616
angela.long@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward — Mayor
Cr Jim Memeti

0434 560 239
jim.memeti@cgd.vic.gov.au

Silverleaf Ward
Cr Zaynoun Melhem
0466 518 082

matthew.kirwan@cgd.vic.gov.au

zaynoun.melhem@cgd.vic.gov.au

Silverleaf Ward

Cr Maria Sampey

Ph/Fax: 9790 1291

0438 800 027
maria.sampey@ecgd.vic.gov.au

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Council Meetings

Council meetings are held on the
second and the fourth Monday of
the month, at 7pm.

All Council meetings are held at the
city chambers at the Dandenong
Civic Centre, 225 Lonsdale Street,
Dandenong.

The March meetings will be held:

Tuesday 10 March (due to a public
holiday on the Monday)

Monday 23 March

The general public is
always welcome to
attend meetings and
can now ask their
questions in person
during Public Question
Time, but did you
know you can watch Council meetings
live via our webcast service?

You can keep up with all the latest
decisions, hear questions from
residents and find out the many ways
your local councillors are serving

the community.

To view meetings online or to
find out more about Public
Question Time simply go

to greaterdandenong.com/
councilmeetings

Springvale is really undergoing
changes and 2020 will be a
significant year for our suburb.

The new Springvale Community Hub
is due to open soon, and will become
the new heart of Springvale. I-truly
believe that the people of Springvale
will embrace this precinct and it will
become an important part of our
community.

The new and improved facilities will
create a space that inspires life-long
learning and creativity for our residents
today and into the future.

The changes we see at this location
will flow along Springvale Road to the
station, with the Springvale Boulevard
project also due to start construction
this year.

Community feedback during the
planning stages of this project told us
that people wanted to see more plants
and trees that provide shade. We were

also told that people wanted to have
places to “sit and watch”, while others
called for the works to highlight the
history of migration to the suburb.

While Springvale Road is the longest
arterial road in Melbourne (40km from
Edithvale to Doncaster East) and is an
important route for drivers, it is also an
important place for people.

The introduction of a 24-hour 40km/h
speed zone will improve pedestrian and
vehicle safety throughout the precinct.

When the Springvale Boulevard project
is complete drivers and pedestrians

will notice some big changes, including
the removal of the centre median strip
and the widening of the footpaths down
either side of the road. The footpaths
will be 3m wide and more trees will be
planted along each side to create areas
of shade.

Sensational Springvale is equally as
popular with locals and visitors, and we
hope that these changes will make it an
even more popular destination.

o If you would like to contact
me about any Council-related
issues you can email me at
youhorn.chea@cgd.vic.gov.au
or phone me on 0417 320 645.

Cr Peter Brown

RESERVE MASTERPLAN
IMPROVEMENTS

| thank residents for the opportunity
you have given me to rejoin our Council
late last year and to work to achieve
your-needs and meet your expectations.
The first person | officially met was the

The Greater Dandenong Gallery of
Art is one of the biggest projects
happening in Red Gum Ward over
the next few years. It will showcase
both local and touring exhibitions
and artists, and become a creative
community hub.

The gallery will be built on the site of the
former Masonic Temple in Mason Street,
Dandenong, and will reference the site's
significant historical value. Constructed
in the early 1900s the building was
used by the Freemason until 1991

and is one of the maost recognisable
historic buildings in our city. It will be
refurbished and extended in a project
that is expected to start in the middle of
this year.

Works also continue at Dandenong Park
with the next stage of the project due
to get underway shortly. We recently
held our Australia Day Festival in the
park, and while it is a wonderful space
for community celebrations, it is also a
beautiful place for small gatherings and
family fun. There is still more work to
be done, hut if you haven't visited for a
while, you really should.

President of Parkfield Cricket Club, David
Swiezbiolek, to discuss work completed
and work planned at the Reserve. Much
landscaping has been completed, with
more to be done in the coming months.
The oval has been carefully upgraded

to Cricket Australia standards and
improved over the summer months,
despite the drought. In the near future
further improvements will include:

» two full size senior soccer pitches to
enable junior and senior competition

» new playground closer to the
kindergarten and new picnic and
barbecue areas

» shared use cycle and pedestrian
circuit path with fitness stations

» new synthetic practice cricket wickets

» PARKFIELD: THE BIG TICKET ITEMS:
2020-2022: 600 square metre new,
architect designed pavilion to house
cricket, tennis and soccer clubs
with community space, and a major

Council News

» Paperbark Ward

redevelopment of the tennis facilities
with sports lighting for night games.

NOBLE PARK SPECIAL SCHOOL SITE,
CALLANDER ROAD

Developer permit plans were amended
by the Planning Department at the

end of 2019 to allow changes to the
proposed staged development of the
site. In 2016 (when | was previously
on Council) | argued successfully

that the permit conditions provide

for public open space on that site.
Hopefully as this year progresses we
will see the development site taking
shape, especially the space for a future
children’s playground which is my vision
for the open space.

o If you have any
recommendations,

remonstrations or requests
contact me via email at
peter.brown@cgd.vic.gov.au
or phone 0468 584 837.

~ Cr Jim Memeti

Significant roadworks have been
completed in Keysborough South in
preparation of the opening of the new
Keyshorough Gardens Primary School.
The majority of works including the
switching on of traffic signals were
completed in time for the first day of
school in January.

Council also recently completed a
project to construct a corporate box

at George Andrews Reserve in Trewin
Street, Dandenong (home of the
Dandenong Thunder Football Club).
This premier level club will now be able
to offer sponsors and dignitaries a
purpose-built indoor/outdoor space in
which to enjoy game day.

o If you would like to discuss
any issues with me you can
contact me via email at
jim.memeti@cgd.vic.gov.au or
phone me on 0434 560 239.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Keep Our

Tai Snaith and Ateng Atem
in conversation.
Picture: Theresa Harrison.

N

Wildlife Wila

Greater Dandenong is home
to many popular parks, reserves
and public spaces that are
visited by many humans and
their pets. But these areas are
often shared by a variety of wild
fauna and flora.

Reqgister your pet

.

When visiting parks and public
spaces some people feed birds
and other animals out of care

for them, but it is important to
remember that feeding wildlife can
be harmful to their health.

Council urges everyone
to ‘feed the bins, not
the birds’ and help

renewed by 9 April each year

pets with their owners, but they can the state.

only do 50 I pets are ragistared sod The law requires all owners to register pOOI a n d Spa

the owner’s details are §
Q up to date cats and dogs over three months old

Legislation regarding lost pets prohibits ~ with the Council, and pet regjstrations re gi St rati on

SHE

Council Rangers from returning must be renewed by 9 April each year. keep our wildlife safe

unregistered animals directly home Heavy penalties can apply if you fail : By 1 June 2020 all private P . Throughoutliardh e quker St

to their owners. Currently only around to renew your pet’s registration by f pools and spas within the City and hea]thy by enJOymg Galleny {anq _Arts Centre will hold SHE

one-third of stray dogs are returned this date. of Greater Dandenong must be them from a distance. Rﬁ?gs. l‘nvgmg;( fou{hmucp-f:);:: Eflemale
: 7 2 : X 2 children’s book authors to

directly home, but this figure would be i1 Oficers will be conducting legistoradiwitConneil, selection of children’s books based on

much higher if contact details and pet Feeding wildlife, including birds, is
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The app offers a simple way to report
the location of issues and include for people to meet and

images of the-problem. i et : ,
_____________________________________________________________________ images of the pros o ou can fing engage with the artists and

centres and libraries approximately
one week after the meeting.

registrations were up o date. Lanr;gg::t grc;zrl;r;?g&sé ;/nrzg(?s?tgr;{r? édﬂt?g'rtgy | This includes: considered littering and can pollute The annual SHE exhibition features the themes of the exhibition.
Pet registration fees are used to help pets, we can ensure that more lost pets * In-grolind, pools the wate'rways and environmeqt. and celebrates the works of female g e T R o e
deliver Council’s Animal Management will find their way home. > AUOVEEraURd pools THESREITINY ey TOR iHenng Australian artists at Dandenong’s | The SHE Reads sessions are !
Services, which includes the investigation > Spas can be more than $6000. Walker Street Gallery and Arts | open to people of all ages !
of complaints and regular patrols of Visit greaterdandenong.com/ > Relocatable, temporary or BT Centre. + and will be held on: -
parks and reserves. A State Government animals for more information. inflatable pools and spas. VIS ereatefdandsnone. This year's exhibition, set to coincide !+ Tuesday 3 March at 11am :
ley added to each registration fee : gomibirds formore with International Women'’s Day ' with Tai Snaith :
is also used to fund responsible pet : New laws introduced by information. (8 March), features eight artists from ; :
----- . the State Government across Australia who explore the 1 > Tuesday 10 March at 11lam :

: responsibilities, challenges and joys | with Jane Godwin :
ORI A et e R Rt T mean that all pools and that come with being a female artist |+ Tuesday 17 March at 11am :
; C oun Ci | M eetin g A ge ndas ~ spas must be regularly @ FAST FACTS o st eauntry. | with Sasha Beekman 5
i i inspected and certified The exhibiting artists include Deanne ' » Tuesday 24 March at 11am :
i Counci! Meetipg agendas outline You can also view : in accordance with ' Did you know that residents can : a;sgrr:ﬁ;:t?:a&?;hggnid;ap:]ejg;Iy : with Andy Mia Kranz
: what will be discussed at a Council responses to any i =S ! report issues to Council via @ phone . Tiffany P b, N 1ay £am, Uicwuos maonlbs Sn Pl teat o oS ome £4
| Meeting. They are available to view  Councillor questions and : Buuldlng Regulations. app called Snap. Send. Solve. : ' d Ty, Sa i Tc"h yaret Ry Ruach
joflinsion at COuncil’s_cust.omer e s tak_en 2B : ) In 2019 almost 6000 requests were i All sessions are free and will
| service centres and libraries from as they become available. i Visit greaterdandenong.com/ S’; i C?)UHC” e e e The The exhibition opens on Thursday 27 R e ot el aakiTo] hask
E. :'hz: m:‘:ﬁtnh; Thess Visit It §wimmingpools for-more ‘ most common complaints were for: : Eeb]:u?dry ané;i a free launch event will phone 9706 8441 or in person
; greaterdandenong.com/ information or to discuss ish 1744 . be held on Saturday 29 February from at the Walker Street Gallery
! Council Meeting Minutes detail councilmeetings to view ' how the new regulations : 3””;‘;?‘1 f uiszsvehicles 16 2pm-4pm. /A Cant e carrae
! decisions made and other events agendas and minutes, and i apply to your property o Sagndﬁ rf:r; e S ; T ittt fihstie Walker and Robinson streets,
| occurring at a Council Meeting, answers to any Councillor and | phone a Building Officer on E Bamesed s’_;is’ 5 0 support the exhibition Dandenong.
i Minutes are available to view online Publie.questions. E SR > Graffiti 162 _ the gallery will run a series The SHE Exhibition will be on
R R Pl ; of events and workshops display until Saturday 4 April.

i

their work.

www.greaterdandenong.com www.greaterdandenong.com
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Kick off the school holidays
@ while enjoying the great
outdoors with family and
friends at Council’s annual The Big
Picnic event.

The fun, community festival returns
for 2020 with food trucks, live
entertainment and plenty of free
activities for all ages.

Bring your own picnic blanket and try
some delicious food from around the
world while watching live circus acts and
dance performances. Meet some cute

animals at the animal farm, get your
face painted, or challenge yourself in
the Make Your Move Zone where local
sporting clubs will put on some fun
sports activities.

Little ones can join the
hunt and experience an
egg-citing adventure at
the Easter Egg Hunt
sponsored by Parkmore
Shopping Centre.

Clean Up Australia Day

Help clean up Greater Dandenong
and take part in the nation’s
biggest environmental event.

Clean Up Australia Day has been
running for 30 years. More than
17.7 million people have volunteered
35 million hours to remove 360,000
ute loads of rubbish over the past
three decades.

www.greaterdandenong.com

o The event is happening again
on Sunday 1 March. Visit
cleanup.org.au to find out
how to join a clean up, or
get tips on how to live more
sustainably every day of
the year.

O
Y
~3

Local community groups will also run
free activities for the whole family, and
don’t forget to bring your furry friends to
this pet-friendly event.

The Big Picnic returns to
Wachter Reserve, Kingsclere
Avenue, Keysborough, on
Sunday 29 March from
11am-4pm. Visit greater
dandenong.com for more
information.

- -

-~ -

- -
________

et e .

[ibraries
After Dark

With the introduction of the
Libraries After Dark program,
Dandenong Library has
extended it’s opening hours
until 120pm on Thursdays.

Level 2 of Dandenong Library
will stay open later so you can
continue to enjoy the space and
discover something new.

The Libraries After Dark program
will include workshops, film
screenings, games nights, or

you can just pop in for a free
cuppa or a snack and meet some
new people. There's also free
basement parking (subject to
availability).

Springvale Library will also be
extending it's opening hours to
deliver the Libraries After Dark
program once the new library
is open.

To discover something new at
Dandenong Library, join us for one
of our upcoming March programs

» Movies After Dark — Strictly
Ballroom [PG] Thursday 5
March, 7.30pm-9pm

» Watercolour Workshop with
Gabby Willmott Thursday
19 March, 7.30pm-9.30pm

» Trivia Thursdays — Around the
World in 80 minutes Thursday
26 March 7.30pm-9pm

Visit greaterdandenong
libraries.com for more
information about Libraries
After Dark.

‘Be a young leader

Greater Dandenong Youth and Family
Service’s Young Leaders program is
looking for more leaders.

The program helps people aged 16-25
learn about the role of local government
and explore leadership skills while
working on projects that can help make
a difference in our community.

Previous participants have created
some wonderful projects that have
continued to support young people in
Greater Dandenong. Including:

» Youth Exceeding Expectations
(2019) The Young Leaders conducted
a pop-up event at Dandenong
Train Station to challenge negative
perceptions of young people as
the perpertrators of crime or
anti-social behaviour. Through a
series of interactive activities the
Young Leaders engaged over 750
commuters in two hours, sharing
positive stories of young people
and ‘busting myths' related to
youth crime.

Sole Sistas (2018) Young Leaders
established a walking group for

young women to provide a safe and
welcoming environment to engage in
physical activity. As part of this project
the Young Leaders designed four
walking routes, which they tested with
the Heart Foundation's ‘Walkability’
tool to maximise safety.

v

Malith

Asmaa

@ FAST FACTS

Council News

» Youth Volunteering Forum (2016)
Young Leaders recognised
volunteering supports young people
to gain skills and experience, as
well as providing a connection to
the local community. The event was
such a success that Youth and Family
Services have continued to deliver it
on an annual basis.

» A Celebration of Diversity (2016)
Young Leaders staged an exhibition of
stories celebrating the contributions
of Greater Dandenong’s culturally
diverse residents. The project received
a high commendation in the Victorian
Multicultural Awards for Excellence.

o Applications for the Young
Leaders program are open
until 29 March. Visit youth.
greaterdandenong.com/young
leaders for more information.

-

b

-

The Greater Dandenong Library Service has more than 27,000 items available
in languages other than English. The most popular languages are Chinese
followed by Vietnamese. You can also borrow resources in Serbian, Sinhalese,
Arabic, Punjabi, Tamil, Spanish, Khmer, Greek, Croatian, Persian, French,

Italian, Bosnian, Polish, Hindi and Urdu.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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> Library Tech Assist > Library Tech Assist > Greater Dandenong
Dandenong Library Springvale Library — — Environment Group
10am (every Monday) 10am (every Tuesday) = e = - Dandenong Wetlands, Stud Road,
Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 1300 630 920 —— = Dandenong North
— .y X e 9.30am
e 3 Ph: 8571 1702
_{E"‘:; =———
&= e
Q@F
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
» This Girl Can Drop In » SHE Reads > This Girl Can Freestyle Golf This Girl Can Drop In Volleyball » Baby Bounce Outreach » Johannes Moller » Dandenong Market
Touch Football Walker Street Gallery and Ross Reserve, Memorial Drive, JC Mills Reserve, Cleeland Street, Tatterson Pavilion, Cheltenham Drum Theatre Cleeland Street
Ross Reserve, Memorial Drive, Arts Centre Noble Park Dandenong Road, Keysborough 7pm 9am-4pm (every Sunday)
Noble Park 1lam 2pm (every Wednesday) 4pm (every Thursday) 10.30am Ph: 8571 1666
4pm-5pm (every Monday) Ph: 9706 8441 Ph: 8571 1000 Ph: 8571 1000 Ph: 1300 630 920
Ph: 8571 1000
» Dandenong Evening VIEW Club Movies After Dark: Strictly » Afghan Bazaar Cultural Tour
Dandenong RSL, Ballroom (PG) Dandenong
44-50 Clow Street Dandenong Library 6pm-8pm
pm 7.30pm Ph: 8571 1666
Ph: 0417 511 588 Ph: 1300 630 920
9 10 14 i 13 14 15
> Combined Probus Club » Conversation Circle - » Learning Help for Adults Sound School Vling > Games Night * American Song > Alex Wilkie Nature Reserve
of Sandown Advanced Springvale Library Dandenong Library Dandenong and Springvale Library Drum Theatre Open Day
Club Noble, Moodemere Street, Dandenong Library 2pm-5pm (every Wednesday) 4.30pm 6.30pm (every Friday) 8pm Harold Road, Springvale South
Noble Park 6.30pm (every Tuesday) Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 8571 1666 10am-5pm
10am Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 8571 1702
Ph: 9791 6807
16 5T 18 19 20 21 22
» Springvale Fresh Tour > Possum Family Fun Playgroup » Toni Childs Retrospective Sun Rising: The Songs that > Sisters of Mercy > Fan'_lily Fun a't > Friend:_s of
Springvale Dandenong Library Drum Theatre made Memphis English Tutoring Springvale Library Fotheringham Reserve
11lam-1pm 12.30pm (every Tuesday) 7.30pm Drum Theatre Dandenong Library 10.30am (every Saturday) Pyke Street, Dandenong
Ph: 8571 1666 Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 8571 1666 10.30am 9am (every Friday) Ph: 1300 630 920 10am
Ph: 8571 1666 Ph: 1300 630 920 Ph: 8571 1702
> Greater Dandenong
Neighbourhood Watch Our Beat » Dandenong World Fare
Public Forum Drum Theatre Dandenong Market
Paddy O'Donoghue Centre 6pm-9pm = ° © Cleeland Street
7.30pm Ph: 8571 1666 Sun Rising a | 10am-4pm
Ph: 0407 325 030 ‘ S | |
—_— "™ :
23 24 25 26 28

> Peer 2 Peer Study
Dandenong and Springvale Library
4pm-6pm (every Monday)

Ph: 1300 630 920

» This Girl Can Soccer
JC Mills Reserve, Cleeland Street,
Dandenong
4pm (every Tuesday)
Ph: 8571 1000

©

v

Social Knitwork
Dandenong Library
10am (every Wednesday)
Ph: 1300 630 920

Shades of Buble
Drum Theatre
7.30pm

Ph: 8571 1666

Trivia Thursdays: Around the
World in 80 minutes
Dandenong Library

7.30pm

Ph: 1300 630 920

www.greaterdandenong.com

» SHE Exhibition Launch
Walker Street Gallery and
Arts Centre
2pm-4pm
Ph: 9706 8441

Contact:

City of Greater
Dandenong
Ph: 8571 1000

Drum Theatre
Ph: 8571 1666

Dandenong Library
Ph: 1300 630 920

Heritage Hill Museum
and Historic Gardens
Ph: 9793 4511

Jan Wilson
Community Centre
Ph: 8571 1436

Springvale Library
Ph: 1300 630 920

Springers
Leisure Centre
Ph: 9701 5900

Walker Street Gallery
Ph: 9706 8441

Dandenong Market
Ph: 9701 3850

Cultural Tours
Ph: 8571 1666

Send your event listings to
news@cgd.vic.gov.au

List your community
event online at
greaterdandenong.com/

listyourevent

www.greaterdandenong.com
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This Girl Can

A campaign supporting women
to embrace physical activity

is celebrating local women
with a series of free drop in
sports sessions across
Greater Dandenong.

This Girl Can celebrates and
supports women's involvement
in sport, whether it's a little or a
lot, what matters is getting more
movement in your day.

Council is partnering with Reclink
to run weekly sports sessions
this month for women aged 16
and above. Join us for these

free sessions:

Touch Football

Ross Reserve, Memorial Drive,
Noble Park, every Monday from
4pm-5pm, excluding 9 March.

Social Soccer

JC Mills Reserve, Cleeland Street
Dandenong, every Tuesday from
“4pm-5pm

Freestyle Golf

Ross Reserve, Memorial Drive,
Noble Park, every Wednesday from
2pm-3pm

Volleyball
JC Mills Reserve, Cleeland Street,
Dandenong, every Thursday from
4pm-5pm

o Visit greaterdandenong.com

or phone 8571 1000 for
more information.

www.greaterdandenong.com

Council believes the
health and wellbeing of
all residents is important

and encourages everyone to be
more active when they can.

Research has shown that regular
participation in physical activity has
many positive health and social
benefits, including helping to
reduce feelings of stress, anxiety
and depression.

Participating in physical activity can be
fun for everyone and help build social
connections. From a walk in the local
park to joining an organised sports
competition, meeting new people can
happen anywhere.

Encouraging our children
to be more active can have
life-long benefits, including
the support of early
cognitive development.

Some studies show that communities
that are more physically active can
experience lower rates of anti-social
behaviour and crime.

Recently Council asked for community
feedback on its Make Your Move
Physical Activity Strategy. We received
some great feedback and are now
working to finalise a strategy that will
help Council provide more opportunities
for residents to be more active.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/
makeyourmove for more
information.

From your
garden to ours

Ever wondered what happens to your
garden waste after it is picked up?

Each year around 13,000 tonnes of
garden waste is collected from kerbside
waste bins in Greater Dandenong, and
all of that waste is sent to a processing
facility in Dandenong South where it is
turned into compost.

By disposing of your garden waste
correctly you can contribute to a process
that creates useful compost that
nourishes gardens and farms, while at
the same time reducing the amount of
garden waste dumped in landfill.

Date | Time

Monday 2 March Apm-6pm

Council News

Whether you have a few plants on a
balcony or a full backyard, all plants
will need a bit of maintenance now

and then. When pruning, planting or

; : > Leaves
landscaping ensure you dispose of your /B
garden waste correctly. > Grass clippings

» Weeds
Leaves, grass, weeds, flowers and
» Flowers

branches can go into your green lid
garden waste bin. If you put anything
else in the bhin you can contaminate the
whale load, this includes plastic bags.

» Small branches (maximum
10cm by 30cm)

» Garden prunings

[T )

» Plastic bags

Common items that have to be removed
at the processing facility include plastic
bags and packaging, plant pots, glass,
bricks and building materials.

» Plant pots
o Visit greaterdandenong.com/ » Glass
waste for more information. » Bricks

» Building materials

= = =

...ensure you
dispose of your
garden waste
correctly

| Location
Springvale City Hall (Supper Room) 18 Grace Park Avenue, Springvale

Tuesday 10 March 10am-11.45am

Paddy O'Donoghue Centre, 18-34 Buckley Street, Noble Park

Wednesday 11 March | 3.30pm-6.30pm

Dandenong Civic Centre, 225 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong (enter via Harmony Square)

Monday 16 March 4pm-6pm

Springers Leisure Centre, 400 Cheltenham Road, Keyshorough

Tuesday 17 March 10am-11.30am

Jan Wilson Community Centre, Halton Road, Noble Park North (BJ Powell Reserve)

Wednesday 25 March | 10am-12pm

Springvale City Hall (Supper Room) 18 Grace Park Avenue, Springvale

Saturday 28 March | 10am-11.30am

Dandenong Civic Centre, 225 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong (enter via Harmony Square)i

www.greaterdandenong.com

13



14 Council News | Business

Visit the Dandenong Market and
treat your tastebuds to the
ultimate world tour at Dandenong
World Fare.

A kaleidoscope of nationalities will
showcase the diversity of the region
with exotic tastes from our favourite
multicultural restaurants, food vans
and market traders.

Join the fun on Sunday 22 March,
from 9am to 4pm for the largest free
event on the Melbourne Food and
Wine Festival calendar.

The international food offering

will be supported by music and
entertainment, and free children’s
activities running throughout the day.

o Visit dandenongmarket.com.au
for more information.

© FasT FACTS

The City of Greater Dandenong
is the most culturally diverse
community in Australia. At the
2016 Census residents recorded
157 different birthplaces. The
statistics also show that our
residents speak more than 200
different languages and follow
more than 100 different faiths.

www._greaterdandenong.com

_____________________________________________________________________

Starting a business in

_____________________________________________

Greater Dan

Council supports businesses of
all shapes and sizes. If you have
a great idea and wish to turn it
into a business your local Council
can help you get started.

Starting a business is exciting. Laws
are not.

It is important to understand the laws
which apply when starting a business
in Australia. If you fail to follow
government regulations you may face
big penalties.

To start a business in Greater

Dandenong speak to one of Council’s
Economic Development Officers. They
are there to support you and can help
you understand your business needs.

Here are two questions to ask yourself
before starting a business:

Can you afford to quit your current
job to start a business? Consider
a slow transition to ensure you are
fainancially stable.

If you are just starting a business it
is a great idea to avoid quitting your
day job straight away. Launching a
successful start-up is a long process,
it takes time to grow your customer
base and requires patience.

If you really want to quit and start
working on your new business full
time then ask yourself how long your
savings would last? Unexpected
costs like an illness in the family or

denong

expensive car repair hills can add
further financial and emotional stress
to you and your family. Consider these
possibilities now so you are prepared.

Be a solution-based business. Have
Yyou tested your business idea or
product?

It is a lot easier to build a solid
customer base when your business
is fixing a problem. Your business
should focus on filling a gap in the
marketplace. This makes your offer

“unique and not another copy-cat of

something that already exists.

Test your idea out and be open to
feedback. Listen to what others have
to say — friends, family, experts,

even yourself. Encourage listeners

to be honest with you. The collective
opinion you get from peers could be a
reflection of how potential customers
will react.

If you would like to test your idea with
an independent business mentor the
Economic Development Team have
business mentoring vouchers which
give you access to two free 45 minute
mentoring sessions.

o Email business@cgd.vic.gov.au,
phone 8571 1550 or visit
greaterdandenong.com/
business for more information.

The Casey and District Multiple Birth
Association is a parent support
organisation for parents of twins,
triplets and more.

The group will host a free event to
introduce themselves and the supports
they offer to families who are expecting
or who in the past year have had
Mmultiples.

The Association recognises that women
who have been through a multiple births
are especially vulnerable to post natal
depression (PND), with studies showing
one in three multiple mothers are
diagnosed with PND.

The group aims to help connect women
who may otherwise suffer from social
isolation and give them resources and a
peer support network to help them
through the early years.

Neighbourhood Watch

Join the discussion about
community safety at
™ Greater Dandenong

Neighbourhood Watch’s March
public forum.

Hear from two special guest speakers
who will give an insight into their

work. The first speaker is Acting
Sergeant Tim Sullivan from the Greater
Dandenong Crime Scene Services,

Support for families

The session will include a
complimentary morning
tea and activities for
children, including a
jumping castle, play pen,
and arts and crafts.

Join the Casey and District Multiple
Birth Association at Tirhatuan Park,
Kriegel Way, Dandenong North, on
Saturday 7 March, from 10.30am-
1.30pm.

For more information email
support@caseydistrict.amba.
org.au or phone Rebecca
Kerestes on 0402 742 528.

Community | Council News

With One
Voice Choir

If you have ever been told
you can't sing, then this is
the choir for you.

Greater Dandenong’s With One Voice
Choir co-ordinator Sue Doherty said the
choir was a safe space for everybody to
experience the benefits of singing.

“Everybody can sing, but some people
have been told that they can't and
that’s just not true. When we sing as
a choir all the audience hears is one
voice,” Sue said.

The choir meets weekly and Sue said
the group was inclusive and accepting
of everyone. There is a small fee to join
the choir, but the amount is based on
individual circumstances and is treated
as a donation (so is tax deductible).

“It's become a family for so many,”
Sue said.

“Council has been great and invited us
to sing at a number of functions, but
we also do other performances. People
can come and sing at rehearsals only,
there is no expectation of having to
perform at events, but performing in
public builds confidence.”

Sue said the choir meets at the Paddy
O'Donoghue Centre, 18-34 Buckley

Street, Noble Park, every Wednesday
from 5.15pm-7pm. Everyone is
welcome to come to rehearsal, you
don't even have to sing until you

are comfortable.

while the second guest, Sergeant
Andrew Nisbet from the ballistic unit,
is returning to finish his presentation
from a previous meeting.

Join the discussion and ask questions
at this public forum, at the Paddy
0’'Donoghue Centre, 18-34 Buckley
Street, Noble Park, on Wednesday
18 March at 7.30pm.

: o Visit creativityaustralia.org.au/

choirs for more information.

For more information email
President Dawn Vernon at
president@nhwgreater
dandenong.org or phone
0407 325 030.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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2 Council News

Customer Service Centres

Dandenong Civic Centre
225 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong

Springvale Community Hub
5 Hillcrest Grove, Springvale

Keysborough Customer Service
Shop A7 Parkmore Shopping Centre,
Keysborough

All correspondence to:

Greater Dandenong Council News
PO Box 200

Dandenong VIC 3175

Email: news@cgd.vic.gov.au

(® rone: 8571 1000

Fax: 8571 5196

6 www.greaterdandenong.com

a @greaterdandy
n‘facebook.com/greaterdandenong
cityofgreaterdandenong
youtube.com/citygreaterdandenong

TTY: 133 677
Speak and listen: 1300 555 727
relayservice.gov.au

Ll TIS: 131 450

@ council@cgd.vic.gov.au

Important Numbers

Emergency calls
Police/Fire/Ambulance.............cccccce.. 000

Street lighting faults/
non-operational

United ENErBY s L3 20099
Traffic signal faults/

non-operational ...............8571 1000
Hoon Hotline ... 1800 333 000
Hard Waste Collection

WM Waste Management

VB st o1 )2 L ALl 5]
Australian Animal

Protection Society................9798 8415
RSEEAL NI . 922480200
Nurse on Call ..o 1300 606 024

Welcome to the July edition of Greater Dandenong
Council News.

While restrictions continue Council is working hard to support
all members of the community.

Greater Dandenong will go to the polls in October and there
have been some changes since the last Council Elections held
four years ago. Turn to page 6 to read more.

Despite the uncertain times presented by the COVID-19
pandemic, Council has worked to put together a financially
responsible budget for 2020-21. Read about this strong
investment in our city’s future on pages 7 and 8.

Mayor
Cr Jim Memeti

Our Maternal and Child Health staff have not stopped supporting parents, and
continue to offer mums and dads assistance with family life. Read more about this
on page 10.

The City of Greater Dandenong is proudly the most culturally diverse community in
Australia. Our residents come from 157 different nations, speak more than 200
different languages and follow 100 different faiths. Council has a great relationship
with faith leaders across our city and works closely with all of them through the
Interfaith Network of Greater Dandenong. Some of these leaders have shared their
own messages of support on page 15.

I wish all our residents the best this month and hope you are staying safe and well.

Dandenong North's Tirhatuan Park forms part of the Dandenong Creek vegetation
corridor, providing important habitat for native flora and fauna, including these
gorgeous ducks. The park is home to the endangered Plains Grassy Wetland which

provides a home for frogs, insects and birds.

Mix is available in
alternative formats
upon request.

Paper from
respansible sources

° \! This publication

Front Cover: Artist Saidin Salkic will exhibit his work }

FSC
as part of HOME 2020.

. FSC*Co010983 |

keeping the
community

of Greater Dandenong

A new workforce has hit the
streets of Greater Dandenong to
help keep the city clean and the
community safe.

Under the Victorian Government’s
Working for Victoria initiative, people
who lost their job due to the COVID-19
pandemic have been recruited to clean
high traffic areas and communal touch
points across metropolitan Melbourne.

Park celebrates

history

Dandenong Park has undergone
a major transformation and has

been given a new lease on life, but
aspects of the popular park will pay

tribute to its heritage.

Council continues to

implement the Dandenong

Park Master Plan with
$1 million committed to
works in the 2020-21
Annual Budget.

Recent upgrades include a new
amenities block, new Stan Prior
stage, a multi-sport court and picnic
areas, as well as new lighting and
furniture throughout the northern part
of the park.

Up to 50 people have been trained
under Citywide's Cleansing and
Sanitisation Services to help clean in
Greater Dandenong. They are focused
on public seating, pedestrian signal
buttons, handrails, street furniture,
bus shelters and playgrounds.

As restrictions further ease and public
spaces become busier this cleaning
regime will help stop the spread of the
virus through contact transmission.

In May the Rotary Wheel was taken
down for refurbishment. The wheel
was installed in 1986 to recognise
Rotary’s 50th anniversary in
Dandenong and its design draws upon
the area’s industrial heritage.

Interpretive signs will also be installed
throughout the park to recognise how
it has been used by the community
over the years. These signs will
recognise the Truby King Health Centre

Council News

George Andrews
- Reserve

The main soccer field at George
Andrews Reserve, in Trewin Street,
Dandenong has recently seen the
completion of new infrastructure.

The ground is home to the
Dandenong Thunder Soccer Club,
which plays in National Premier
Leagues (NPL) Victoria.

The new facilities include a corporate
box, which features an internal
function space, small kitchenette,
accessible toilet and a viewing
platform. In addition, two 10-seat
coaches boxes (pictured) have been
installed for home and away teams to
use on game days.

which opened in 1932, the Stan
Prior Soundshell and the Dandenong
Bowls Club.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/
dandenongparkprecinct to read
more about the Dandenong
Park Master Plan.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Council News

Councillor Contacts

Lightwood Ward

Cr Youhorn Chea

0417 320 645
youhorn.chea@cgd.vic.gov.au

Lightwood Ward

Cr Sean O'Reilly

0422 523 258
sean oreilly@cgd.vic.gov.au

Lightwood Ward
Cr Loi Truong
0466 004 618

' loi.truong@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Peter Brown

Ph: 8571 5230

0468 584 837
peter.brown@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Tim Dark

0466 403 914
tim.dark@cgd.vic.gov.au

F®

Paperbark Ward

Cr Sophie Tan

0466 793 727
sophie.tan@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward

Cr Matthew Kirwan

0403 072 295
matthew.kirman@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward

Cr Angela Long

Ph/Fax: 9795 6574

0466 004 616
angela.long@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward — Mayor
Cr Jim Memeti

0434 560 239
jim.memeti@cgd.vic.gov.au

Silverleaf Ward

Cr Zaynoun Melhem

0466 518 082
zaynoun.melhem@cgd.vic.gov.au

Silverleaf Ward

Cr Maria Sampey

Ph/Fax: 9790 1291

0438 800 027
maria.sampey@cgd.vic.gov.au

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Council Meetings

i

1

1

i

i

1

:

+ Council meetings are held on the
i second and the fourth Monday of
i the month, at 7pm.

i All Council meetings are held at the
! city chambers at the Dandenong

1

:

1

1

Civic Centre, 225 Lonsdale Street,
Dandenong.

Council meetings currently remain
open to the public, however this
could change at short notice. To limit
the risks of COVID-19 we encourage

all community
members to view
the meetings via
Council's live
web telecast.

The July meetings will be held:
Monday 13 July
Monday 27 July

The general public can still submit
questions for Public Question Time.

o To view meetings online or to
find out more about Public
Question Time simply go
to greaterdandenong.com/
councilmeetings

Cr Sean O’ Rellly > Lightwood Ward

While restrictions are easing Council
is taking a careful approach to
reopening facilities.

Please continue to limit your exposure
to people outside of your own
household.

| can appreciate that you are keen

to get back to normal activities, but
we can't undo the work that we have
all done. The health and wellbeing of
all residents continues to be a priority
for Council, and we need to take
things slowly.

Council has continued to work on

major projects, including the Springvale
Community Hub, during this period of
restrictions. At the time of publication
Council was finalising plans to open this
wonderful new facility to the public. Visit
greaterdandenong.com for the most up
to date information.

Another project that is moving ahead

is Springvale Boulevard, which has

been heavily influenced by community
consultation. Streetscape improvements
will help reinforce this activity centre

as one of Melhourne's leading cultural
destinations.

Feedback from community members
has helped to guide the design process,
including comments calling for more
greenery. Plant selections for the project
will include native Australian plants,

[~ sl

mixed with exotic display gardens, and a
bigger shade canopy.

Visitors to Springvale also commented
that they wanted more places to “sit
and watch”. As a result, seats will be
placed along Springvale Road, with
clusters of individual stools also placed
in the shopping strip allowing people to
sit individually or in groups.

Virus restrictions have slowed down the
redevelopment of Springvale, but soon
we'll see all the new Council investment
- new modern library, renovated City
Hall, renovated Post Office Lane,

more car parks at Burden Park, and
beautification of Springvale Road,
utilised in all its glory.

o If you would like to talk to me
about any issues please email
me at sean.oreilly@cgd.com.au
or phone me on 0422 523 258.

Cr Peter Brown

HARRISFIELD PRE-SCHOOL DROP
OFF ZONE NOW AVAILABLE

Council has provided a safe drop

off zone for parents and children in
response to a petition that parents
submitted seeking a safer alternative
to the Bowmore Road entrance. The
drop off zone is at the Ardgower Road
entrance to the preschool.

Greater Dandenong is home to
more than 100 parks, sports
reserves and playgrounds. We also
have four bushland areas and open
space corridors that are used by
residents and visitors to enjoy the
great outdoors.

As a largely suburban area we are
always trying to balance the needs of
residents and make sure green space is
available for everyone to enjoy. For this
reason Council recently asked residents
to comment on plans to turn open
space at 6-8 Fifth Avenue in Dandenong
into a small local park.

Council will consider the responses and
will draw up plans to make this into an
outdoor asset that can be enjoyed by
all. We will add seating and plant more
trees and ensure it is maintained as a
space that everyone can enjoy.

Many residents and office workers in
central Dandenong have already taken
advantage of a “quick game" at the
urban park at the corner of Cadle and
George streets. The park incudes a
multisport court with goals for futsal,
baskethall and netball.

Thank you to Harrisfield Preschool
Manager Maryanne Moutsakis,
Wendy Forsyth and all the staff for
making the Harrisfield Preschool such
a friendly, family oriented gem. Give
Maryanne a call on 9546 8485 to
inspect the preschool or to enrol your
son or daughter.

NOBLE PARK UPDATES

*WACHTER RESERVE: wetland
water feature and landscaping, a
$575,000 tender approved with work
commencing soon. Lunch by the Lake
in 2021.

*NOBLE PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE
FORECOURT: removal of flooding
problem, improved access and
landscaping commencing in the
second half of 2020. Thanks to
Robyn Coslovich for her great efforts
at the Community Centre. Contact
Robyn on 9547 5801 for your
community group needs.

The park was built by Development
Victoria to replace a temporary pop-up
park near Dandenong station, and was
partly funded by Council.

On the other side of Dandenong is
Dandenong Park, which has undergone
a huge transformation over the past few
years. Council workers have been busy
putting finishing touches on the park,
including a ‘Tan Track’ which will create
a circuit path for walkers and joggers.

Over the years this park has been an
important asset for our community.

It has played host to some wonderful
celebrations and when the COVID-19
health crisis passes | look forward to
seeing more special community events
and cultural celebrations at this park.

o If you would like to contact
me please email me at
jim.memeti@cgd.vic.gov.au or
phone me on 0434 560 239.

*ROSS RESERVE “ALL ABILITIES”
PLAYGROUND: work has commenced
with the $2.1 million budget approved.

*R0OSS RESERVE NEW PAVILION:
tenders will be advertised in July 2020.

*FORMER YARRAMAN PRE-SCHOOL,
JOFFRE STREET: Council will retain
this property for community use.
Expressions of interest will be sought.
Perhaps a good site for a childcare
centre?

*DOUGLAS STREET PLAZA: free WiFi is
being provided.

Thanks to Council staff, Councillors and
Ward Colleagues, Tim Dark and Sophie
Tan for helping make all this, and more,
happen.

If you would like to get in
touch with me you can email
me at peter.brown@cgd.vic.
gov.au or phone me on

0468 584 837.

Cr Jim Memeti

www.greaterdandenong.com




6 | Council News | Working for. You ' ; Council News 7

disposable plastics. Each year more

Cha nges Springvale North Ward G Springvale South E than one million seabirds and 100,000
Noble Park North Ward H Noble Park - marine animals die from ingesting
t O Wa rd s Darjdenong North Ward |  Keysborough E plastic. ltems including balloons and
Springvale Central Ward J Keysborough South ' straws get washed into the ocean via
i Yarraman Ward K Dandenong t suburban stormwater drains.
in Greater =
. grade. It breaks

into smaller pieces that can be ingested

by wildlife that can make its way into the
human food chain. This makes plastic a

human health hazard as well.

Dandenong :

At the start of May, the Minister

for Local Government announced ] — _ *
Greater Dandenong would have S Y ;xm:';;s’ could consider decorating with paper
its electoral structure changed to NN E U= products, or items found in nature

If you are hosting an event or party you

including flowers or leaves. Reusable
fabric bunting or flags can add colour,

Single useplastiCs

Council has pledged to end encouraging organisations or individuals fun atmosphere.
the use of single-use or to.Tallgw e polics: Use plates, cups and cutlery that can

single member wards for the 2020
local government elections.

The new ward boundaries were
informed by recent work undertaken
by the Victorian Electoral Commission

and ensure that each councillor disposable plastics at events  gjie yse plastics, or disposable be reused and consider serving drinks
represents roughly the same and activities held on Council land. plastics, are typically used once before in glassware.

number of voters. The P,lasltic Use Policy adopte_d by they arfa thrown away and include: Gouricil will support individuals and
Council has suggested to the Minister Council in December 2019 aims to » Plastic bags organisations required to follow

reduce the impact of plastic pollution » Plastic straws
on the environment. » Coffee stirrers

the policy through waste education
programs. To find out more phone

for Local Government that the 11
wards be named after the areas they

predominantly represent. At the time Council wants to lead by example and > slt)ftthigLi and water bottles 8571 1000.
of publication this had not yet been has eliminated single use plastics : B:IISolc;:ns ps

For more ideas on how to
swap out single use plastics
see the back page of this

at Council run events and across its
operations. As the policy applies to
events and activities held at Council- Council encourages all community

confirmed by the Minister.
» Unnecessary food packaging.

This map shows how the city has
been divided into the different wards.

owned venues and land, we are members to reconsider the use of magazine.
Council elections will
be held on 24 October, Jit] - ENFTHETS TN W —t——tbinlealll \Nun, ey T ST SSssmmsosmsomomomsommootoooeed
on your heater. Snuggling under an energy-efficient fridge but can't
2020. If  —— enrolled HOW to Save extra blanket overnight could also afford it, the State Government

mean the heater doesn’t have to has subsidies available for

ere I’gy at h ome kick in until morning. low income households visit

victorianenergysaver.vic.gov.au
Set the heater temperature a degree gy g

to vote for the State
Election and are a Greater

v

Over the past few months we for information.

Dandenong resident then
you are automatically
enrolled to vote at
Council Elections and

it is compulsory to vote.

The elections are conducted by the
Victorian Electoral Commission.

Visit greaterdandenong.com/
councillors for more
information. For all general
voting enquiries please visit
vec.vic.gov.au or phone the
VEC on 131 832.

www.greaterdandenong.com

have been spending more time at
home, which can lead to higher
energy bills.

While school students have returned
to the classroom, many people are still
working from home and households
will have noticed an increase in recent
energy hills.

Lower energy bills can help save
you money, but more importantly
it can help reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, helping to protect the
environment from climate change.

So what can you do to help reduce
your energy use and keep those bills
in check?

' » Get out the winter woollies — when
- things start to get chilly put on some
. warmer clothes and delay switching

or two below where you would
usually. Between 18-20 degrees

is ideal, as every degree higher

can increase heating costs by up to |,
10 per cent.

» Connect portable heaters to a timer.

» Keep the cold out by installing door
and window seals, exhaust fan
and vent covers, door snakes and
weather strips. These are cheap,
easy to do and some can be done
by renters.

v

Check the efficiency of your fridge

- set the temperature of your fridge
between 3-5 degrees, and your
freezer between 15-18 degrees.
Check that the seal is working
properly and not letting out any of
that cool air. If you need a new more

» Laundry tips — wash laundry in cold
water and if your machine has an
‘eco’ mode use it. Only use a clothes
dryer when you absolutely have to,
hanging clothes outside gives you
access to free energy from the sun.

» Get ready for summer and install

solar — going solar cuts your energy
hills and in some instances could
help earn your initial outlay back

in just a few years. There are a
number of solar options available for
residents and businesses to consider.
Visit greaterdandenong,com/climate
andenergy for more information.

Visit victorianenergysaver.vic.
gov.au for more tips on how to
reduce your energy usage.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Q The past several years have seen strong
capital investments in major projects,
including the Dandenong Civic Centre
and Library, redevelopment of the

- =y == p [ ‘ Dandenong Market, construction of the
4Ny L I " s —lpa —— | Wil | ‘ Noble Park Aquatic Centre, construction
| : : < : of Tatterson Park Community Sports
Complex and the final stages of the

» $1.6 million for footpath renewal
and Active Transport Infrastructure
Priority Program

Bl » $1.5 million for Greater
widening Dandenong Gallery of Art

» $2.58 million for the Keysborough » $1.18 million Vanity Lane

Key features of the Budget

» $5.76 million for road resurfacing
» $4.81 million for Abbotts Road

2020-21 '

South Community Hub
Springvale Community Precinct project. development - ;tiegésﬁii?on S S
Reserve oval

build on that strong investment with a
capital works program worth more than
$43 million.

“Through sound and prudent leadership,
' Council remains in a healthy financial
position for 2020-21, although this

» $2.3 million for new Ross
Reserve Pavilion and All Abilities
Playground

» $2 million for Villiers Road access

road to Keysborough South
Community Hub

» $1 million Dandenong Park
Master Plan implementation

» $810,000 for Dandenong Market
improvement works

» $600,000 to complete building

L-—.-_—‘"

The City of Greater Dandenong’s
2020-21 Budget has been developed
during a period of great uncertainty,
but it aims to provide our community
with some confidence moving
forward.

Council is continuing to monitor the
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and
we acknowledge that the full impacts on
Council and our community may not be
known for some time.

Greater Dandenong Mayor Cr Jim
Memeti said Council faced a unique
challenge, but so did other businesses,
organisations and individuals in our
community.

“A full understanding of the
impacts of this pandemic
won’'t be known for many
months, so we recognise
that our proposed direction
for 2020-21 may require
changes,” Mayor Memeti
said.

www.greaterdandenong.com

“Local economic support for our most
vulnerable community members was
unveiled in April and totalled more
than $4 million. This community relief
package will be reviewed after 30
June and we may need to offer further
supports to those doing it tough,”
Mayor Memeti said.

Key components of the relief package
included an immediate $100 rate
rebate passed to all pensioners for
the fourth rate instalment and a $200
rate waiver on application for any
Council ratepayer receiving the Job
Seeker allowance.

'[he past several years

have seen strong
capital investments in
major projects...

Council provided a further $250,000
in immediate material aid to the
community.

Council further waived or reduced a
large variety of rents including providing
significant financial support of $1.5
million to traders at Dandenong Market
to ensure the Market could continue

to trade.

will continue to be tested by the
compounding effect of rate capping
and the COVID-19 pandemic,”
Mayor Memeti said.

Council's total revenue from rates

will increase by the 2 per cent rate

cap amount set by the Victorian
Government. However, residential rates
will rise on average by only 0.4 per cent
in 2020-21.

The exact increase residents see on
their individual notices will vary due to
the annual revaluation process Council
is required to undertake.

There are also increases in the waste
charge due to Council having much
higher costs for recycling and disposing
of waste at landfills.

“The short and long-

term impacts of this

health crisis are yet to

be fully understood but
this Budget strikes a

good balance between
ensuring Council continues
to provide operational
services and support to
the community and a
capital spending program
to provide much needed
local infrastructure,” Mayor

Memeti said.

I
]
I
]
]
:
:
i
The 2020-21 Budget continues to v > $2.42 million for building renewal
;
L]
1
]
]
:
]
I
i
:
I

and landscape works at the
Springvale Community Hub.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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to get back to a “normal” routine in the
early weeks of having a baby, but this
time of isolation and social distancing
can have benefits for new parents.

welcoming for our LGBTIQ

residents and visitors. the health crisis many individuals and

families who were already doing it
tough have been left with nothing.

The youngest members of our
community, infants under eight weeks
of age, are being prioritised for face
to face consultations. With some

Council's annual Springvale Snow
Fest has won two gold medals on
the world stage.

“Council recognises the

real struggles of the LGBTIQ Greater Dandenong Council leads

easing of restrictions the service is We encourage new parents to seek community who experience e thi . :

; ; ’ . . While this year's event has been

working towards increasing face to face  support where you can, including from multiple forms of discrimination pocepslines é’ue 1o the COVID-19 a gfoupﬁ;ﬁiﬁf?ﬁ|a(ij0V\£Clt‘;fff;$
appointments, however if you have family members, friends and health aneihisEsseiased on pandemic, Council will continue to benle seking as st
concerns you can contact the service. experts including our Maternal and homophobia/transphobia/biphobia/ work on pijtting together another Eeel? the rejnstate)r/nent. of gbeneﬁts

Families with children up to the age of Child Health service or your local GR
D BEIEES BrasufsEed th AChsS Speak openly about your concerns and
X find time for yourself. The Maternal
expert support via phone calls or Child and Health Line is a 24-hour
video calls when their regular checks

intersexphobia. This often affects
their ability to fully participate in
everyday life within our community.

under the SRSS program and we call
on the Victorian State Government
to continue the one-off $3 million
financial support package offered in
the last financial year.

exciting winter wonderland for 2021.

The 2019 Springvale Snow Fest
won Best Municipal Event and Best

“Council is a strong advocate Australian/Oceanian Region Event at

support service and can be reached

are due. Families who have specific on 13 22 24. for inclusion and_equality and is the 2020 Global Eventex Awards.

concerns about their babies’ feeding committed to building a more _ We call on residents to join the Back
or development can contact the MCH To make an appointment with the equitable future for our LGBTIQ More than 440 entries from 39 vour Nelghbour catnpaign and add youn
service hooking line on 8571 1880. Maternal and Child Health Service community.” countries vied for dozens of awards at name to our petition

please phone 8571 1880. the 10th annual award ceremony.

While first time parent groups have

not heen offered, they are now being

slowly reintroduced. New parents are o
being contact directly by early parenting
practitioners to discuss coping with a

Visit greaterdandenong.
com/Ightiq to read the full
statement.

Each year Council partners with Mt
Buller to deliver up to 80 tonnes of
real snow fresh from the mountain,
and last year more than 40,000
................................ - people enjoyed the experience.

Visit backyourneighbour.
com.au to learn more about
the campaign or to sign the
petition.

Visit greaterdandenong.com/
mch for more information.

We enco i ge Rew i i 1y . Cr Matthew Kirwan and former Greater
ur H - C | F t P| i Dandenong Councillor and Mayor Roz
I’ ! - O u n C I S u u re a n n I n i Blades at the 2018 launch of the Back
pa entS to & eek SU pport ! ] B Your Neighbour campaign
! ) Every four years, following To create the new Council Plan we '
i ] the election of our will be undertaking a number of
i : Councillors, the City of consultation activities over the next
: i Greater Dandenong creates a . six months to provide our community
h ] strategic plan which guides with the opportunity to help shape
! All‘y 10O LGBTIQ - » Council’s activities and outlines the direction of our city over the next
i E the resources required to deliver four years.
E CEEEL R |]_J[y E |mﬁ1c:‘r1t:n_t services;tojour We value the input of our residents,
: : ' £o nity. business community and visitors
 Greater Dandenong Council sa | The plan highlights the key priorities and would like to see as many
! pn_'oud ally of our Leshian, Gay, ; for Council, outlines what we hope people participate as possible.
: Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex ' to achieve over the next four year All consultation activities will be
! and Queer (LGBTIQ) community. ! period and how we will measure advertised on Council's website
E Council commemorated E our success. This plan is reviewed ar;d throu_%hbsocial media channels
i IDAHOBIT (International Day E every year to ensure we cagtgre fnhe when ava;a lI:E: I_:)Ut if you are :
| Against Homaphobia, Biphobia, | changing needs of our muplmpallty. mt?rfet_ste ”:j €ing 'ab pgrt of our BaCk You r
' Intersexism and Transphobia) ' Each year an Annual Plan is also alc Mtesiendicontibuting ol
 on Sunday 17 May by raising i developed to provide information p anqlmg you can register early by 3 N ei h b ou r
! the rainbow flag in Dandenong's on the specific actions Council ywll emailing your contact details,to
P i | Harmony Square. The flag flew for | ung@ake to ensure the Council Plan plan2021@cgd.vic.gov.au. : _ ‘ )
M ate rnal and Ch I I d E one week, while Drum Theatre was | priorities are achieved. *Greater Dandenong City Council : C::un0|lt_cl:10n;|nut¢‘315 to :r:r ?n |
. . . 1
+ also lit up in rainbow colours for We are currently in the final year of is strongly committed to the 2e:i?:gla§ I?::n e rights of peopie
: i i the same time period. : the existing Council Plan 2017-21 responsible handling of personal 1 Y-
s 1 [] A 5 s . . . . " : 2
H ea Ith Se rVI ce ! Council also launched its LGBTIQ ! and \{wth t_he upcoming Cguncﬂlor |nformat|0n and is comphant_wmh ; More than 1OOQ peop]e seekmg ‘
i Inclusion Statement on this day. ! elections in October we will be the Privacy and Data Protection Act i asylum and their families are living in
i The statement says: ; commencing the development of 2014. A copy of Council’s Privacy . Greater Dandenong while they await
_ _ ) _ i i a new plan for 2021-25. The new and Personal Information Policy is . a decision on their claim for asylum
Greater Dandenong’s Maternal newborn during this period of social :. “As a diverse municipality, we are i Council Plan will also include our available on Council's website at - without any financial support or little to
and Child Health staff continue to restriction. Sleep and settling is a 1 enriched by the social, cultural and 1 health and wellbeing priorities and as greaterdandenong.com no opportunity to work.
support families in our community. popular topic of conversation durin I economic contributions made b : i i i :
. . . g these phone calls. 3 E LGBTIQ people who live in, worky E Ef,mmﬁyp;?ﬁcf ﬁ%ﬁﬁfﬁ’?&our The COVID-19 pandemic has
While the service has had to adjust ! in and visit the City of Greater i : compounded the stress felt by many
following restrictions imposed by the Council understands that this is E Dand ! who saw benefits cut from the Federal
COVID-19 pandemic, an average of a difficult time for all parents, but ! daNEenone: ! R s ' © | Government's Status Resolution
more than 320 consultations have especially for those with new babies. ' “Council is dedicated to ensuring | ‘ Support Service (SRSS) program.
taken place each week. Many parents often push themselves i ity i ; A\ Y, d Vv t .‘ i i
P yp P ! OURCIT/ISisate; Iesnectill and E ar lmln even { With casual work being affected by
i ' '
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My Community Art prize

Young creatives can use their artistic
abilities to celebrate the Greater
Dandenong community through a
new art competition.

If you enjoy painting, drawing or
creating digital illustrations then share
your talents through the Greater
Dandenong. My Place. My Community
Art Competition.

Use these themes to express yourself:

» What you love about your community
» What is special about your community
» What connects you to community
Entries are open to people aged

12-25 years who live, work or have
a significant connection to the City

of Greater Dandenong. Entries must
be original and are limited to one
submission per person.

Submissions close on Friday 7 August
and entries will be judged across three
categories, including 12-15 years,
16-19 years and 20-25 years.

A first and second prize will be awarded
for each category and a People's Choice
Award will also be conducted for an
overall winner.

o Visit youth.greaterdandenong.
com for information on how
to enter.

| 220 0 o°%e. s "W A "% . g
NAIDOC Week postponed

The City of Greater Dandenong
has a proud connection with
its Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities.

During July Council observes NAIDOC
Week to help honour this relationship,
but due to the COVID-19 pandemic
national celebrations have been
postponed until later in the year.

The National NAIDOC Committee has
taken expert health advice and has
decided to postpone NAIDOC Week
(5-12 July) in 2020.

www.greaterdandenong.com

Greater Dandenong Council will
follow advice from the Committee
about rescheduling celebrations and
will inform the community when a
decision is made.

In the meantime visit
greaterdandenong.com/
diversity to see how Council is
supporting the local Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
community.

upport
for youth

While the COVID-19

pandemic has seen many

Council events and
activities cancelled or postponed,
Youth and Family support services
are continuing.

The team has created a range of
online alternatives to traditional
support services and encourages
young people and families to stay
in touch.

Youth workers can help
provide general advice
about how to manage
social distancing, positive
wellbeing strategies and
how to access other
support services. Support
can be delivered by phone
or Skype.

Youth Services provides free and
confidential counselling and support
services to young people aged 12-25
years who live, work or study in
Greater Dandenong. During safe and
confidential sessions you can talk
about anything that may be bothering
or stressing you out, including
relationships, family conflict, school
issues, mental health issues like
anxiety or depression, and much more.
A counsellor can see you either on
your own or with your family.

Contact Youth and Family Services on
9793 2155 or email youthservices@
cgd.vic.gov.au for support.

o Visit youth.greaterdandenong
.com for access to online
resources or to find out more.

...working to improve the

health of Dandenong Creek

in a bid to see platypus
return to the area

(

Platypus habitat

Greater Dandenong Council is
working to improve the health of
Dandenong Creek in a bid to see
platypus return to the area.

Platypus have been recorded in the
upper catchment of the Dandenong
Creek but would have lived along

the whole creek at one stage. They
are sensitive animals and require
stable banks for their burrows, clean
flowing water for their food source and
protection from fishing line and other
litter that could cause them to drown.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HOME 2020

For the first time in its six year
history the HOME Exhibition can
be viewed from the comfort of any
loungeroom across Australia.

The exhibition features work by six
artists who come from a refugee or
asylum seeker background and will be
showcased virtually.

Greater Dandenong Mayor Jim Memeti
said the exhibition celebrated the
diversity of our nation which was
reflected by the diversity of our city.

“The City of Greater Dandenong
is recognised as Australia’s most
culturally diverse community,” he said.

The City of Greater Dandenong,

with funding from the Australian
Government's Communities Environment
Program, is tackling habitat destruction,
waterway pollution and land clearing

— all big contributors to the loss of the
platypus from Dandenong Creek.

In collaboration with Council staff and
our local community, 3200 indigenous
plants will be planted along the
Dandenong Creek. It is hoped these
plants will replace weed species, help
clean the water, stabilise banks and

Residents come from 157 different
nations, speak more than 200
different languages and follow more
than 100 different faiths.

“Our diversity is our greatest strength,
it defines who we are as a community
and is a source of powerful storytelling.

"

This year's artists work across various
media and come from all over
Australia. Two have very personal links
to Greater Dandenong, including one
who currently lives in Dandenong.
Humaira Fayazi, who now lives in
Dandenong, arrived in Australia in
2018 as a refugee from Afghanistan.

Dr Dacchi Dang lived at the Enterprise
Migrant Hostel in Springvale when he
first came to Australia from Vietnam
almost 40 years ago.

Council News

increase vegetation overhanging the
creek for improved conditions for
not only platypus but a whole range
of animals that call Dandenong
Creek home.

o If you want to get involved
visit greaterdandenong.com/ .
natureandwildlife to find out
more about how Council is
creating a better home for
native plants and animals in
Greater Dandenong.

Dr DacchilDang,

o

o HOME 2020 opens on 9 July.
Visit greaterdandenong.com/
home to view the exhibition.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Big hearts 1n business support

vulnerable communities

The Material Aid Program in
Greater Dandeneng is helping
deliver food and supplies to
residents that are most in need
and without other support.

This combined relief
effort has supported
about 2,200 individuals
each week.

This would not be possible without the
help of some big-hearted organisations
in our municipality, including;

» Asylum Seeker Resource Centre

» Red Cross

» Cornerstone

» Springvale Benevolent Society

» Communities Creating Opportunities
(CoCO’s)

» Wellsprings for Women

> Friends of Refugees

> Enjoy Church

> We Care

» Salvation Army.

Food and material relief donations
have heen delivered to 492 families.
This includes many who are people

seeking asylum, international students,
homeless and the unemployed.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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At the time of writing this article,
agencies anecdotally reported a 20 to
30 per cent increase over the last two
weeks in the number of people seeking
material aid, which shows we are far
from through this crisis.

The material aid would not be possible
without the support of our generous
business community who have donated
goods and services including:

> Australian Natural Soap

» Amazon

» Dandenong Market

> Chobani

» Granny Foods

» Honbach.

o Council welcomes further
contributions from local
businesses if you can spare
the goods or services. Email
materialaidenquiries@cgd.
vic.gov.au if you would like
to contribute to the material
aid program.

Talking
Business
Magazine

Did you know Council
produce a dedicated
business magazine

called Talking Business?

The publication comes in two
formats, a quarterly 16-page
magazine covering some of the
latest developments in the area,
market trends, industry news
and grant funding and training
opportunities available

to businesses.

The second format is a monthly
electronic newsletter where
time-sensitive information and
opportunities are shared.

The magazine also
profiles local businesses
who are doing well in

their own field.

TalkingBusiness

)

Subscribe today to see all
the latest happenings in
the Greater Dandenong
business world via
greaterdandenong.com/
talkingbusiness or call
8571 1550.

In times of uncertainty many
people turn to faith for comfort
and guidance, but even if you
don't follow a particular faith, the
following messages from Greater
Dandenong's faith leaders may
contain words of wisdom to help
you through.

These faith leaders are all members
of the Clty of Greater Dandenong’s
Interfaith Network, the oldest interfaith
network in Australia.

Baha'i

“Never feel alone, as together we are
all working through this challenging
time. As we look to our inner being, to
our connection with God, we will find
through Him, hope, strength, comfort
and love, for all.” — Agnes Kean.

Brahma Kumaris

“| keep an aim to stay present and
connected to my essence of peace.
I know that this peace will reach my
beloved ones and ultimately the
whole world, providing comfort,
strength, hope and clarity.”

— Sister Jacqueline Russell.

Buddhist

“The best way to take care of society
is to take care of the present
moment.” — Venerable Thich Thien
Tam, Hoa Nghiem Buddhist Temple.

Community | Council News

Christian

“We have been looked after by so
many generous people during these
challenging times. With gratitude, let's
not forget to say ‘thank you' to all
those who work to keep us healthy in
body, mind and spirit.” — Anita Davine,
St John Vianney Catholic Parish.

Hindu

“I know the Coronavirus pandemic

has gripped the entire world with no
boundaries. | pray that God might free
us from the pandemic and life might
serenely resume its normal course.
OHM THAT SATH.” — Sivarasi Rajaratna
Sarma Premakantha Kurukkal,

High Priest.

Jewish

“When Jewish people meet, they

will wish you Shalom, a friendly and
peaceful greeting. In times of crisis we
need to be responsive to each other.
As a multicultural city we believe in our
unity and faith to find the silver lining."
— Roz Blades AM.

Muslim

“The beautiful nature of compassion
is a virtue we all possess. In times of
hardship, patience and support is a
key factor in maintaining physical and
spiritual wellbeing. Let's remember
that goodness made with a sincere
intention is seen as an act of
kindness." — Imam Mehmet Salih
Dogan, Emir Sultan Mosque.

Sikh

“During a time that we cannot go
out, let us use this opportunity to go
within to connect to the divine. God
mercifully takes care of each of his
creations and this world. Have faith,
our creator will help us through this
adversity, as he always does.”

— Jasbir Singh Suropada.

Sri Sathya Sai Organisation
“Humans need to engage themselves
in some action or other, either
physically, mentally, or both. Together
we pray for hope, that as a community
we will unite for the upliftment of all
people and commit ourselves to

good deeds.” — Ursula Aruma.

Visit greaterdandenong.com
to read messages from \
these and other faith leaders
in full and to find out more
about the Interfaith Network
of Greater Dandenong.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Op shops open

Most op shops offer support
services beyond bargain prices and
have made every effort to continue
providing support to our most
vulnerable residents.

Many of Greater Dandenong's op
shops have remained open during
the COVID-19 pandemic, but for
those who had to close a number
have now reopened with additional
precautionary measures.

Changes include social distancing
requirements, hand sanitisation
stations around the stores and screens
to protect staff and customers. Many
stores have also closed changing
rooms and are quarantining donations
for a short period.

If you have items to
donate you should contact
your local op shop to
check their requirements.

It is handy to note
that op shops only
take donations during
opening hours, which
means if you leave
donations outside of these

hours you are illegally dumping and
could face a fine.

For more information contact:
The Salvos on 137 258
St Vinnies 131 812

www.greaterdandenong.com
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@ City of Opportunity @
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Uid vou know that plastic can take hundreds or even
thousands of vears to break down, causing pollutants that
are toxic to humans, animals and plants.

Greater Dandenong Council has committed to reducing
the usage of single use or disposable plastic through the
adoption of the Plastic Use Policy and is encouraging
residents to do the same.

rﬂ Plastic straws
> use paper or metal
straws, or no straw at all

or aluminium drink bottle

Plastic drink bottle
> reusable glass l

tf:\l
I\
N
I
N
~

Disposable nappies g) pa -
>reusable cloth

>buy a reusable
glass or ‘keep’ cup

nappies

Greater Dandenong Council has a vision to be one of the most sustainable
cities in Australia by 2030. By working together we can achieve this

vision and make life better for the people of Greater Dandenong.

Visit greaterdandenong.com to find out more.
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2 Council News

Customer Service Centres

Dandenong Civic Centre
225 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong

Springvale Community Hub
5 Hillcrest Grove, Springvale

Keysborough Customer Service
Shop A7 Parkmore Shopping Centre,
Keysborough

All correspondence to:

Greater Dandenong Council News
PO Box 200

Dandenong VIC 3175

Email: news@cgd.vic.gov.au

(® rhone: 8571 1000
5) Fax: 8571 5196
6 www.greaterdandenong.com
B @greaterdandy
facebook.com/greaterdandenong
' ,‘ E cityofgreaterdandenong
youtube.com/citygreaterdandenong
J TTY: 133 67?
Speak and listen: 1300 555 727
relayservice.gov.au

3 nis: 131 450

@ council@cgd.vic.gov.au

Important Numbers

Emergency calls
Police/Fire/Ambulance...........ccuim. 000

Street lighting faults/

non-operational :
redlat O] ()

UnitediEnergy: . i

Traffic signal faults/

non-operational .....................8571 1000
HoontHetline:. s 1800 333 000
Hard Waste Collection

WM Waste Management

(WIS, it e e L alieills)
Australian Animal

Protection SOCIety.........w.. 9798 8415

RS @ AR st 0224 2222

Nurse 6n Call .o 1300 606 024

Welcome to the August edition of Greater Dandenong
Council News.

While our community still deals with restrictions due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, Council continues to support our
community's most vulnerable and works to protect the health
and safety of all our residents.

Very recently we celebrated the completion of one of the
biggest projects to happen in our city in recent times. The
Springvale Community Hub has been completed, however we  Mayor

have had to hold off on opening until restrictions are once Cr Jim Memeti
again lifted.

Many of you would have seen this building take shape over the past year, and we
can't wait to welcome the community inside, but this will have to wait. See the
opposite page for a sneak peak inside.

In October the people will go to the polls for the Council Elections. Fird out all you
need to know about how to enrol and how to vote on pages 8 and 9.

Celebrate Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics during the
Greater Dandenong Library Services STEAM Festival. The program will be delivered
online and there is something for all ages happening. Read more on page 10.

With strict lockdown restrictions now back in place | want to remind Greater
Dandenong residents to be vigilant and maintain the social distancing practices and
good hygiene that have helped protect so many in our community. You are doing a
fantastic job, keep it up.

"J-‘-F?.:".i"‘,t' Sy

Springvale Library first opened in 1973 as part of the Dandenong Valley Regional
Library Service. It was closed in March 2020.

This publication
MIX

Front Cover: Mayor Jim Memeti inside the children’s Basinfis is available in

‘aper U
area at the new Springvale Library. FSC respensibp sources | alternative formats
Picture: Hilton Stone. |_s7= FsC°c010983 | ypon request.

Springvale
Community Hub

The opening of the much-anticipated
Springvale Community Hub has
been placed on hold as COVID-19
restrictions are ramped up.

This amazing indoor and outdoor space
has been several years in the making
and is set to encourage connection
and become the new community heart
of Springvale. While Council is keen to
welcome the community to the new
space, the health and safety of our
residents is a priority.

It includes flexible community spaces,

a modern, state-of-the-art library,
customer service area and plentiful
parking. The outdoor space is heing
completed, but already includes an
extensive children’s play area, lawn area
and large urban screen just like the one
in Harmony Square, Dandenong.

Library users and visitors to the
customer service desk will soon be
welcomed in limited numbers and
encouraged to follow social distancing
guidelines.

Mayor Jim Memeti said he was thrilled
to see the site transform into an
amazing place for the whole community.

“The Springvale municipal offices were
demolished in July 2015, and | have
watched alongside the wider community
as this site has taken shape over the
past five years,” Mayor Memeti said.

“The Springvale City Hall underwent its
first major refurbishment since opening
in the late 1960s and reopened in
2017 as stage one of this project.

Now this whole precinct is one we can
all be incredibly proud of.”

o Visit greaterdandenong.com
to join the Mayor on a behind
the scenes tour of the new
building.

Council News

By the Numbers
» The Springvale Library

&
collection includes more
than 65,000 items including
books, magazines and dvds

» There are more than 40 public
computers and devices accessible
at the library

» The Hub is home to seven
community rooms and three
meeting rooms available for
programs and venue hire

» The library has five community
rooms available for public use

» The new Springvale Community
Hub is expected to have mare than
770,000 visitors each year.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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4  Council News

Councillor Contacts

Lightwood Ward

Cr Youhorn Chea

0417 320 645
youhorn.chea@cgd.vic.gov.au

Lightwood Ward
Cr Sean O'Reilly
0422 523 258

. sean.oreilly@cgd.vic.gov.au

Lightwood Ward

Cr Loi Truong

0466 004 618
loi.truong@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Peter Brown

Ph: 8571 5230

0468 584 837
peter.brown@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Tim Dark

0466 403 914
um.dark@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Sophie Tan

0466 793 727
sophie.tan@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward

Cr Matthew Kirwan

0403 072 295
matthew.kirwan@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward

Cr Angela Long

Ph/Fax: 9795 6574

0466 004 616
angela.long@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward - Mayor
Cr Jim Memeti

0434 560 239
jim.memeti@cgd.vic.gov.au

Silverleaf Ward

Cr Zaynoun Melhem

0466 518 082
zaynoun.melhem@cgd.vic.gov.au

=

Silverleaf Ward

Cr Maria Sampey

Ph/Fax: 9790 1291

0438 800 027
maria.sampey@cgd.vic.gov.au

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Council Meetings

Council meetings are held on the
second and the fourth Monday of
the month, at 7pm.

All Council meetings are held at the
city chambers at the Dandenong
Civic Centre, 225 Lonsdale Street,
Dandenong.

Council meetings are closed to the
public for the time being. You can

While the situation around the
COVID-19 pandemic keeps changing,
Council is working hard to balance
all the health and safety needs of
our community.

Some services have reopened, but

we are particularly concerned about
protecting our elderly and most
vulnerable residents. Our Community
Transport Program, which provides
flexible transport options to individuals
and groups, has not yet restarted, but
as soon as we get the all clear, the bus

trips will hegin again.

Although our Community Transport
Program has been suspended during
the COVID-19 pandemic we have been
reviewing our shopping trip timetable

view the meetings via
Council's live webcast.

The August meetings
will be held:

Monday 10 August
Monday 24 August

The general public can still submit
questions for Public Question Time.

o To view meetings online or to
find out more about Public
Question Time simply go
to greaterdandenong.com/
councilmeetings

Cr Maria Sampey

and once restrictions are lifted we will
increase from eight per fortnight to
11 trips per week. This will give older
and frail residents more opportunities
to access safe and secure transport
to do their shopping. These trips

take residents to Dandenong Market,
Parkmore, Waverley Gardens and
Dandenong Plaza. If you need support
for essential shopping right now please
phone 8571 5503.

In the meantime, we continue to
support community groups to plan for
their return to regular seniors’ activities.
We know that groups and clubs provide
a valuable source of social connection
for our older residents and we are
looking forward to welcoming your
meetings and activities back to Council
buildings when it is safe to do so.
Council staff have put together some
information to help groups plan for their
safe return.

Council continues to work with
community members on the Positive
Ageing Advisory Committee to explore
how to support our ageing community.
There are currently some vacancies on
the committee. If you have an interest
in how Council can best support older
residents to maintain their wellbeing
for as long as possible please phone
8571 5503 to talk about joining.

You can contact me at
maria.sampey@cgd.vic.gov.au
or phone 0438 800 027.

This year has undoubtedly been
tough and challenging for all as

we face unprecedented global
health and economic crises at the
same time. While we have recently
re-introduced tough restrictions,
Council continues to work hard to
deliver services and projects for our
residents and community.

Here are some of the Paperbark Ward
projects that Council approved in the
2020-21 Budget:

» $2.3 million for new Ross Reserve
~ Pavilion and All Abilities Playground

» $1.19 million for streetscape
upgrades in Douglas Street,
Noble Park

COMMUNITY HUBS

Planning for the new Keysborough
South Community Hub is being
finalised. Thank you to everyone who
gave feedback on the draft design — it
was a huge response. Once the detailed
design is completed the project will

g0 out to tender with construction
scheduled in 2021. As you can see in
the photo (accompanying this column)
onsite on Chapel Road, my daughters
Sylvia and Eloise are excited.

With regards to the Dandenong
Community Hub, the feasibility stage
was completed last financial year. In this
year's budget the Business Case and
Concept Design stage was funded by
Council to proceed. A community hub to
bring Dandenong residents together is
sorely needed.

CLIMATE CHANGE

In the coming weeks, the long-awaited
Greater Dandenong Climate Change
Strategy and Action Plan will be

» $700,000 for sports field lighting at
Parkfield Reserve

» $575,000 for construction of the
Frederick Wachter Reserve Wetlands

» $80,000 for design and
implementation of a new pocket park
at 89 Douglas Street, Noble Park

» $20,000 for Wi-Fi at NPAC

» $20,000 community garden at
Chandler Road Reserve.

Council has also submitted funding
applications for several projects under
the Federal and State governments’
Community Sports Infrastructure
Stimulus Program. The results of these
applications were not known at the time
of publication, however if the funding is
granted construction works need to start
within six months.

The three projects in Paperbark Ward
include:

» Landscaping and amenities around
new basketball court at Ross Reserve

» A health and wellbeing gymnasium
at NPAC

» A synthetic soccer pitch at
Ross Reserve.

coming to Council for endorsement.
This is our plan for a net zero emissions
organisation by 2025 and a net zero
emissions community by 2040, targets
coming from the science. We are
backing this plan with extra resources,
with $400,000 extra in this year's
budget to put it into effect.

GOODBYE

I ' won't be standing for re-election in
October this year. It's been a privilege
and a very rewarding experience to serve
you for almost eight years.

In my time on Council | have been
passionate about social justice and
the environment, better community
infrastructure and increased
opportunities for civic participation.

Of the many capital projects I've
advocated for, it's timely to see a few
particular projects that residents asked
me for are starting construction this
year; Greater Dandenong’s first all
abilities playground in Noble Park, a

Council News

The Draft Noble Park Activity Centre
Structure Plan community consultation
was completed recently. Main proposals
include:

Cr Sophie Tan

» Building height and setback guidance
for new development

» Removal of Heatherton Road
roundabout and signalise the
intersection

» Widen Buckleys Lane to 9m from
Copas Park towards the centre

» Encourage the planting of trees.

| want to thank everyone who
participated in the online survey for this
draft plan. All submissions and feedback
will be considered before the Structure
Plan is finalised and submitted to
Councillors for their consideration.

o If you have any local issues
that you want to discuss
please contact me anytime
on 0466 793 727 or email at
sophie.tan@cgd.vic.gov.au

Cr Matthew Kirwan

§ e |/ LY . -
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regional art gallery in Dandenong,
the upgrade to Hemmings Shopping
Strip and the Keysborough South
Community Hub.

| hope | have played my part in :
making Greater Dandenong a more fair,
liveable and sustainable city.

o Until October please contact
me via matthew.kirwan@cgd.
vic.gov.au and 0403 072 295.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Council News

Community Satisfaction Survey

Greater Dandenong Council
has once again achieved a
record performance rating

as part of an annual customer
satisfaction survey of residents.

Now in its 21st year, the Local
Government Community Satisfaction
Survey assesses Council’s performance
across a range of measures and in
comparison to other local government
bodies.

Council achieved an overall performance
score of 69, a record result for Council,
up from 67 in 2019. The figure was
three points higher than the 2018
score, and 11 points higher than the
2020 state-wide average.

This year Council scored
highest in the area of
customer service (73) and

compares to the state-wide
average of 70.

Performance Measure

The survey results also found that:

» Greater Dandenong residents
identified diversity as the best thing
about our community, closely followed
by customer service, community
activities and public events, and
library services and facilities

» On a safety question, 46 per cent of
residents said they felt safe in their
local area, compared to 40 per cent
in 2019 and 36 per cent in 2018

» Residents scored community
consultation a 62, compared to a
state-wide average of 55, and a
metropolitan average of 58

» Advocacy scored 62, compared to a
state-wide average of 53

» Overall Council direction scored 63,
compared to the state-wide average
of 51 points.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com
for the full report.

average

average

‘ Council Metro ‘State-wide

Overall performance 69 66 58
Community consultation (community 62 58 55
consultation and engagement)

Advocacy 62 57 53
Making community decisions 63 59 53
(decisions made in the interests of

the community)

Sealed local roads (conditions of 68 67 54
sealed roads)

Customer service i3 74 70
Overall Council direction 63 54 51

Abandoned vehicles

Council can issue fines and
tow any vehicle deemed to be
abandoned in the streets of
Greater Dandenong.

If a car is registered but parked in the
same place for seven consecutive
days it can be reported to Council as
an abandoned vehicle. We will do our
best to identify the owner and speak
to them directly, but we can issue a
fine if the vehicle is not moved.

www.greaterdandenong.com

Unregistered vehicles can't be

parked on public land, but if they are
Council will place a yellow sticker

on the vehicle and try to contact

the last registered owner. If that is
unsuccessful the vehicle will be towed.

You can report an abandoned
vehicle via the Snap Send
Solve app, or phone customer
service on 8571 1000.

Pedestrian safety

. We are all pedestrians at
' some stage of our journey.
So whether we are driving,
cycling or walking each of us has a
responsibility to ensure we use the
road space safely with others.

Here are some key rules to remember:

» In a shared zone used by both
vehicles and pedestrians, drivers
and cyclists must give way to
pedestrians.

» At intersections, with or without
pedestrian lights, drivers are
required to give way to any
pedestrians crossing the road they
are turning into.

» Drivers must always give way to a
pedestrian on a pedestrian crossing
and must not overtake a vehicle
stopped at a pedestrian crossing.

» When entering or leaving a driveway
or private property drivers must give
way to pedestrians and cyclists on
any footpath, path or nature strip.

With more people getting

out and enjoying their

local streets on foot,

Council would like to

remind everyone that

safety is important and
we encourage all drivers,
cyclists and pedestrians
to be aware of their
surroundings.

A joint initiative between
@ Council's Community Care

and Library teams will help
address issues of social isolation
and assist Community Care clients

to get more tech savvy.

The Tech Savvy Project will help isolated
residents keep in touch with family,
friends and support networks, while also
giving them the confidence to shop for
essential items online. With help from
the Australian Government, council has
provided some eligible residents with
iPads and/or internet connections, as
well as training to use the equipment.

Self-isolation during the COVID-19
pandemic has affected many
Community Care clients, but this
project will help rebuild important social
connections and improve feelings of
self-sufficiency.

Library staff have trained Council's
Community Care workers who can
educate clients in their own homes
about programs such as Zoom and
Facetime, as well as safely shopping
online.

To find out more about the
project phone 8571 5503.

Works at Spring Valley Reserve

Council is working to improve the
protective cap on a former landfill
site in Springvale South, with parts
of the reserve fenced off for the
duration of the works.

Spring Valley Reserve was once used
as a landfill by the South Eastern
Regional Waste Management Group
between 1993 and 1998. After that
time a clay cap was added over the
landfill site and it has been used as a
park by residents.

The current works involve
removing cover soil from
sections of the reserve
and adding additional
clay to the clay cap that
covers the buried rubbish.

The northern end of the park remains
open while works are happening, but
southern access to the reserve will be
closed to the public for the duration of
the works due to the large number of
trucks that will be entering and exiting
the sites.

Construction works are
expected to be completed by
December 2020. For more
information phone 8571 1000.

[ L

Greater Dandenong
benefits from

wind power

The City of Greater Dandenong

will now have guaranteed access

to renewable energy for the next
decade thanks to a new agreement.

Under the agreement between Alinta
Energy and Procurement Australia all
public lighting in Greater Dandenong
will be powered by 100 per cent clean
electricity from the Bald Hills Wind
Farm in Gippsland.

The 10-year group purchasing
agreement includes 13 Victorian
councils and one Victorian Government
authority and started last month.

Greater Dandenong Mayor Jim

Memeti said the agreement reinforced
Council's commitment to responding to
the Climate and Ecological Emergency
it declared in January this year.

“By getting energy from renewable
energy sources, instead of coal-fired
power, we are not only tackling climate
change head on, but we are also
ensuring value for money.”

Greater Dandenong Council is
committed to working towards being
a nett zero carbon city by 2040 and
is currently preparing its draft Climate
Change Strategy and Action Plan.

Visit greaterdandenong.com/
climatechange for more
information..

www.greaterdandenong.com




Elections for

the Greater
Dandenong

City Council will

be by postal

voting on 24 October
2020. The Victorian
Electoral Commission
(VEC) conducts the
elections on behalf of
Council. You can phone
them on 131 832 with
any enquiries about the
Council elections.

If you are enrolled to
vote for the Federal
and State elections
and are a resident

of the City of Greater
Dandenong, then

you are automatically
enrolled to vote at the
Council elections and
it is compulsory for you
to vote.

www.greaterdandenong.com

Recently moved to

Greater Dandenong?

If you have recently moved into Greater
Dandenong, or moved within Greater
Dandenong, you will need to change
your Victorian enrolment details. You
can check your enrolment or enrol
online at enrolment.vec.vic.gov.au or
by phoning the VEC on 131 832. To be
included on the Voters’ Roll with the
correct information about your address
for this year’s Council elections, any
new enrolment details must be received
by the VEC before 4pm on Friday 28
August 2020.

Special category

voters

You will he automatically included on
the Greater Dandenong Chief Executive
Officer's Voters' List (CEQ List) if

you own a property within Greater
Dandenong but do not live in Greater
Dandenong. This situation occurs with
many businesses and rental properties.
There are many legal rules that apply to
the CEOQ List. In easy terms, if you are
not automatically enrolled on this list,

you can apply to be included on it if you:

» are a non-Australian citizen who
lives and pays rates in Greater
Dandenong, or

» pay rates on a property that you
occupy and have no other voting
entitlement in Greater Dandenong,
e.g. you are a business occupier of a
property that pays rates as a condition
of the lease and have the prior
agreement of the owners to apply to
vote at this election, or

» are a director or company secretary
of a corporation that pays rates in
Greater Dandenong and have no
other voting entitlement within
Greater Dandenong.

To apply to be on the CEO list, please

email governance@cgd.vic.gov.au or
phone 8571 5216. Applicants will be
sent a statutory form which must be
completed and received by Council by
4pm on Friday 28 August 2020.

Those on the CEO List who own more

than one property within Greater
Dandenong but do not reside here will
be included on the Voters' Roll (from
the CEO List) against the property with
the highest capital improved value. If
you want to be listed against a different
property, then a statutory form must be
completed and returned to Council by
4pm on Friday 28 August 2020.

Those properties on the CEO List

who have multiple owners who do

not reside within Greater Dandenong
will automatically list the first two
owners from Council’s database on
the CEO List. If the owners of the
property wish to change this, then a
statutory form must be completed and
returned to Council by 4pm on Friday
28 August 2020.

Q
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New regulations gazetted on 9 July
2020 means there can now be four
CEOQ List voting entitlements per
property, which can be comprised of

up to two joint owners and two joint
occupiers. For more information contact
the VEC directly.

It is not compulsory for anyone on the

CEO List to vote, regardless of whether
an application is made to be included
on it or not. A person is only entitled to
be on the Voters’ Roll for one address
within the municipality.

Remember that Friday 28 August 2020
is Entitlement Day. No one can apply to
vote or change their enrolment details
after this day.

Postal voting -

how does it work?

The VEC will automatically post a ballot
pack to each voter on the Voter's Roll
between 6-8 October 2020. Completed
ballot papers must reach the VEC's
Election Manager (previously called the

Returning Officer),

in the envelope

provided with the

ballot papers,

by 6pm on 23 l
October 2020 either

by handing them in at © o
the VEC's temporary

Electoral Office at 279 Lonsdale Street,
Dandenong, or by post. Please do not
send them to Council or lodge them at
Council’s customer service centres.

Will there be

early voting?

There will be an opportunity to vote
after 22 September 2020 and prior

to receiving a ballot pack if you attend
the VEC's temporary Electoral Office in
Greater Dandenong, at 279 Lonsdale
Street, Dandenong. This office will not
open until mid-September. All activities
at the VEC's Electoral Office will be
conducted under a COVID-19 Safe Plan.

Council News

Do you want to run

for Council?

The Victorian Electoral Commission
(VEC) will hold candidate information
sessions across Victoria in September
as part of the preparations for the
October elections. These sessions will
include information about:

» eligibility requirements for running as
a candidate in a Council election
» how to nominate as a candidate

» what is involved in running a
campaign

» voting.

For information about the

VEC's and other candidate
information sessions being held
in Greater Dandenong, please
visit greaterdandenong.com and
search for Council Elections or
phone Council’s Governance Unit
on 8571 5216.

www.greaterdandenong.com




10 Council News

Reflect Project

Dandenong’s iconic

Drum Theatre will light

up next month with work
created by local students to
reflect their experiences during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Renowned projection artist Yandell
Walton (pictured) has been
mentoring students online, and
has created a light projection
featuring footage created by the
young artists.

Walton connected regularly with
the students to develop their
understanding of digital art
practices and how traditional art
forms can be manipulated into
powerful projections.

The students were
asked to respond to the
impact the Coronavirus
has had on them.

Work was chosen to represent a
range of art mediums as well as
the diversity of young people living
in Greater Dandenong.

The finished product will be
projected onto the outside of
the Drum Theatre throughout
September.

o Visit greaterdandenong.
comy/arts to find out more.

www.greaterdandenong.com

Festival

Celebrate science, technology,
engineering, arts and mathematics
at the Greater Dandenong
Libraries’ third annual STEAM
Festival.

The month long festival will include
online events and programs for
children and adults, including the
celebration of the Melbourne Writers’
Festival (7-16 August) and National
Science Week (15-23 August).

There's plenty to get the children
interested, including:

» Sea Monster Languages — design
your very own sea monster and
create a coded language for the
monster to use

» Saturday Think Tank sessions —
Mad About Science, Fizzics
Education, Marine Mammal
Foundation and WildlifeXposure
present entertaining live sessions
combining education and fun

» Code Club programs — guided,
self-paced workshops to do
at home, including Scratch
coding, website building, artificial
intelligence and Rube Goldberg
machines

| Arts ohline

- Parents looking for a creative outlet

for budding artists can find some
great workshops and activities on

. Council's website.

The City of Greater Dandenong has
been given exclusive access to create
the characters for a new online activity
created by arts group Playable Streets.

Local children are invited to help create
content for the interactive online
activity Sounds Exguisite. We are asking
children to get creative and draw crazy
creatures and tell weird and wonderful
stories for the game. Later in the year
the characters will come to life via
Playable Streets’ website.

= Themed Storytime, Baby Bounce
and Reading Buddies sessions.

Adults can also book into some fun
programs:

» Podcasting from Home online
workshops with Madison Griffiths

» Deakin University Life and
Environmental and Sciences
lecturer, Dr Trevor Thornton about
making good environmental
decisions

r

» Art Series with Quince Francis
building a giant nest to encourage
wildlife into your own garden

» Student-run science communication
team Let's Torque discuss what
STEAM means to them.

Visit greaterdandenong
libraries.com.au or phone
1300 630 920 to find out
more-and book into your own
fun session.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/

artforkids to download
instructions and find out how
to take part in this activity.
While you are there check out
the origami workshop video
or find a downloadable arts
activity to engage children of
all ages.

Each week the average Victorian
household throws away uneaten food
to the value of $42. This adds up to
a staggering $5.4 billion annually
across the state.

This action not only hits the hip pocket,
but also takes up valuable space in our
rubbish bins.

There are many ways to reduce the
amount of food going to waste, but
first we need to understand why
we waste food. The most common
reasons include:

» We buy too much food
» We cook too much food
» We don't know how to use leftovers

» Food is thrown out before the use
by date

» We don't check the fridge or
cupboards before buying more food

» We buy takeaway instead of cooking
the food we have at home.

By planning meals in
advance, shopping with a
shopping list and checking
what food you already have
at home, you can cut your
costs at the supermarket
and reduce food going

to waste.

Thinking about where our food comes
from and how much energy has been
used to produce and transport that food
can also help cut the impact we have on
the environment.

Involving your children in
meal planning, shopping
and meal preparation can
also teach them valuable
skills for the future.

Find out more about how to reduce food
waste at a free online workshop.

The Food Waste Avoidance Workshop
will be held live on Wednesday 26
August from 6.30pm-7.30pm.

Hear great tips on:

» Food waste issues

» Why we waste food

» How to reduce food waste

» Meal planning ideas

» [Food storage

> Loving your leftovers.

Visit greaterdandenong.com
to find out how to sign up to
the workshop.

éaffects parks
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Heavy rain

el .‘

: Heavy rainfall has affected
parks across Greater
: Dandenong, but Council’'s

Parks Team is working hard to reduce
~ areas of flooding.

Melbourne has experienced the wettest
. start to the year in more than a century.
. In fact, Greater Dandenong recorded

i 500mm of rain from January to April

. and continuing heavy falls in winter have
- had an effect on many parks.

© The Parks Team continue to assess

affected areas and is carrying out

- maintenance works to help reduce water
- damage. This includes topping up paths

and creating swales to help shift water

from areas of heavy use.

Many of our parks are along waterways,
. such as Dandenong Creek, and are
© designed to flood to ensure surrounding

properties don't. Water levels in parks
subside as the rain decreases and

- water levels go down, which means wet
. weather can make this problem come
. and go.

 Creating accessible open

space is important to
us and we will continue
to make our parks and
reserves fun and safe
spaces for all.

o You can help the Parks Team
by reporting problem areas
at local parks and reserves.
You can do this by using the
free Snap Send Solve app
available for smart phones,
or by phoning Council on
8571 1000.

www.greaterdandenong.coim
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Abbotts Road upgrade

Council will soon begin work on
widening Abbotts Road between
Taylors Road and National Drive.

Dandenong South is an important
destination for workers in Melbourne’s
south eastern growth corridor and
Abbhotts Road is one of only a few
east-west connections from the Casey
growth areas into the Lyndhurst and
Keysborough industrial areas. It is also
a very important freight link.

Works include:

» widening Abbhotts Road to two lanes
in each direction

» new pedestrian path

» upgrade of stormwater drainage and
underground services

» relocation of overhead powerlines
» upgrade to street lighting.

This project will help improve traffic

flow and reduce congestion for vehicles

who use the road, it will also make
the area safer for pedestrians and

cyclists, and improve access for buses,

emergency and service vehicles.

www.greaterdandenong.com

Pocket Parks

™. Council understands the

in our community and is
always looking for ways to
increase the quantity and quality
of available open space.

Open space includes sporting
fields, nature reserves, gardens,
playgrounds, trails and civic spaces.
It also includes pocket parks,

which include, seating and a green
environment for local residents.

Council recently sought community
feedback on newly created pocket

parks and will soon begin creating

community spaces in the following
locations:

» 90 Gove Street, Springvale

» 6-8 Fifth Street, Dandenong

Consultation is now open for a
pocket park at 89 Douglas Street,

Noble Park. Details can be found on

Council’'s website.

importance of open space

Let there
be light

A project to replace flood lighting
at Dandenong’s Shepley Oval was
recently completed.

The lights were upgraded to a more
energy efficient set up that will help
illuminate the sports ground during night
training and matches.

The new lights mean tenant clubs
Dandenong Southern Stingrays Football
Club and Dandenong Cricket Club can
host night games, and also allows
Council to host exhibition games or
special events at the ground.

Lighting upgrades have recently been
completed at other sports grounds in
Greater Dandenong, including Coomoora
Reserve in Keysborough, Alex Nelson
Reserve in Springvale South, and

Robert Booth Reserve in Dandenong.

Play equipment has been
upgraded at three local
parks and was designed
to encourage active,
challenging, imaginative
and social play for

both younger and older
children.

Plans were put out for community

feedback earlier this year and the

new playgrounds are now complete.

They are at:

» Geoffrey Carson Reserve, Woomera
Avenue, Keysborough

» Regent Park, Regent Avenue,
Springvale

» Olinda Reserve, Olinda Avenue,
Springvale.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com
to discover more open space
in Greater Dandenong.

________________________________

Keshava Park

Council will this month unveil a
plaque at a Dandenong South
reserve that recognises the
contribution migrants have
made to our city.

The particular migrants all

come from one village in North
Macedonia — Keshava. They first
came to Australia during the
1960s and many found their way
to Dandenong South.

While the distant village is still

only home to a few hundred
people, Greater Dandenong

Mayor Jim Memeti said he
believed more than 3000 local
people could trace their roots back
to the village.

The park itself was named by

land developers after the road it

is located on — Keshava Grove.
During development of the area
local families nominated the name
in recognition of their roots and it
was selected.

The park is a popular place for
local families to visit and includes
a playground, barbecue facilities,

a public toilet and access to the
Dandenong Creek bike trail. It is
also home to Greater Dandenong’s
only community orchard.

Due to ongoing restrictions from
the COVID-19 pandemic, Council
is disappointed to announce the
cancellation of the 2020 Annual
Multicultural Seniors Dance.

The dance was due to be held at
Springvale City Hall on Friday 4
September.

The health and safety of our residents
is always Council's top priority, and we
look forward to welcoming residents
back to more social events once it is
safe to do so.

-
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Visit greaterdandenong.com
for up to date information
ahout restrictions to Council
services and activities.

The annual Greater Dandenong
Australia Day Awards recognise
the exceptional contribution by
people within our community who
work selflessly to enrich the lives
of others.

Applications are now

open for the 2021
awards, and Council
invites our community

‘to nominate people who

they believe are making
a difference in Greater

‘Dandenong.

Awards are presented in the following
categories:

» Citizen of the Year

> Young Leader of the Year

> Volunteer of the Year

> Sportsperson of the Year

» Corporate Citizen of the Year
» Community Group of the Year
> Living Treasure Award.
Winners will be selected by a
community panel and will be

presented with their awards on
26 January.

Earlier this year awards
were presented to the 2020
winners, which included:

Citizen of the Year

Christine Keys, President of the
Dandenong and District Historical
Society

Volunteer of the Year

Agnes Kean, founding member and
current President of the Interfaith
Network of Greater Dandenong

Community Group of the Year
the Greater Dandenong
Environmental Group

Sportsperson of the Year
Dean Jones from the Silverton
Cricket Club

Young Leaders of the Year
(joint winners) Jemma Leeson and
Tanishka Sharma.

Corporate Citizen of the Year
Julie Busch

Sustainability Award
Bryan Hunter

Council also inducted four more ,
people as Living Treasures, including
Robert ‘Bob’ Malcolm, lan McDonald,
Margo Hartley and Josephine De

Lange. The Living Treasure Award is
given to people who have made a \
lasting impact on life for all of the City
of Greater Dandenong community.

Nominations for the 2021
Australia Day Awards close .
on Monday 31 August. Goto |
greaterdandenong.com/ -
australiadayawards for more
information and to submit

and online nomination.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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The Great Bites booklet has been

a staple in the Greater Dandenong
community for many years, listing
places to eat across our municipality.

The foodie guide celebrates
Greater Dandenong’s
vibrant, multicultural and
unique food scene, listing
restaurants, bakeries,
cafes and other food-
related businesses.

Many businesses shut down in the
early days of the COVID-19 pandemic
and as they reopened, found creative
ways to work with the new and
constantly changing restrictions,
including social distancing and
increased cleaning regimes.

Some bhusinesses have shut their doors
completely during lockdown, while
others continue to provide takeaway

food offerings, but all of them are using
time to figure out a new way of running
their business during the biggest health
pandemic of modern times.

Council’s Greater Dandenong Business
Team has been working with local
husinesses to support them to continue
serving the community, and came up
with the Great Bites Open for Business
initiative, encouraging businesses to
promote themselves.

At the time of publication the web-
hased tool listed more than 30
local businesses including catering,
wholesale, takeaway and sit in
establishments.

Visit greaterdandenong.com/

greatbitesopenforbusiness to
find your next Great Bite or if
you are a business wishing to
be included on the list.

...Join us in trying to
save just a small part
of our fabulous world

Greater Dandenong
Environment Group

lan Kitchen talks about
Q how the Dandenong

Environment Group was

established.

“Thirty years ago some of us

thought that Dandenong needed a
group to increase awareness about
environmental issues, so we met and
started the group.

The first practical activity was a

tree planting in Tirhatuan Park in
Dandenong North. A council gardener
dug the holes for us and one of the
neighbours served us beer over his
back fence for being public spirited.
Those were the days!

Over the years we have worked
closely with the Council on many
projects. We operated an indigenous
plant nursery in the Council depot for

over twenty years, growing thousands

of plants each year. These plants were
used in revegetation works throughout
the city and the surplus was donated
to schools and residents.

The group has been
steadfast in working with
the Council to formulate
local environmental policy
to protect our green open
spaces that conserve

our biodiversity.

We have had a busy program for
many years.

» At two sites we carry out Melbourne
Water’'s Water Watch program.
The quality of the water is rated
by testing it chemically and by
identifying the water bugs in it.

» We conduct a bird count at one site
and record the results in the Birds
Australia database.

» We are part of the Frog Watch
program, doing frog surveys at
night.

» Each year, we organise a Clean
Up Australia Day event — so far we
have done eleven.

» With grant support, we have
organised nature activities,
including night walks and talks
for the general public with a
professional presenter.

We look forward to new things in the
future and hope that you will join

us in trying to save just a small part
of our fabulous world and making
Dandenong a better place in which to
live, work and play.”

To find out more about the
group and how to take part
in their activities phone
8571 1702.

Community | Council News 15

Australian
Breustfeeding

Association _
services

during the
COVID-19
pandemic

Breastfeeding
support continues
Many health services have been
forced to adapt to a new way of

operating during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The Australian Breastfeeding
Association (ABA) is one such
organisation and now offers online
assistance for mums and their
support people.

Founded by six Melbourne mums

in 1964, ABA is Australia’s largest
breastfeeding information and support
organisation with a national network
of volunteers and a variety of
resources and services available for
breastfeeding families.

For 24/7 support phone the National
Breastfeeding Helpline on 1800

686 268. Antenatal Breastfeeding
Education Live sessions run online
every weekend, and the ABA
Dandenong support group holds
weekly informative sessions and catch
up on Zoom. There are videos and
other resources available on the

ABA website.

Breast pump hire is still available
(with strict hygiene procedures) from
the Breastfeeding Centre in Robinson
Street, Dandenong, from Tuesday-
Thursday 10am-12pm, phone

9791 4644 to book.

The ABA is a Registered Training
Organisation and offers training for
volunteers and health professionals.

ABA's website has
information about supporting
breastfeeding during a
health pandemic. Visit
breastfeeding.asn.au for
more information.

www.greaterdandenong.com




Making a difference in Greater Dandenong

Nominations
nowopen |

The Greater Dandenong
Australia Day Awards
recognise individuals or
groups whose outstanding
work has made a positive
contribution to the Greater

Dandenong community.

Nominate now on:
greaterdandenong.com/australiadayawards
Email austday@cgd.vic.gov.au

or phone 85711000 to find out more.

Closing date: Monday 31 August 2020
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Customer Service Centres

Council rates
during COVID-19

Dandenong Civic Centre
225 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong

a number
of options

Springvale Community Hub
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Councillor Contacts

Lightwood Ward

Cr Youhorn Chea

0417 320 645
youhorn.chea@cgd.vic.gov.au

Lightwood Ward

Cr Sean O'Reilly

0422 523 258
sean.oreilly@cgd.vic.gov.au

Lightwood Ward

Cr Loi Truong

0466 004 618
loi.truong@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Peter Brown

Ph: 8571 5230

0468 584 837
peter.brown@cgd.vic.gov.au

SRET

Paperbark Ward

Cr Tim Dark

0466 403 914
tim.dark@cgd.vic.gov.au

Paperbark Ward

Cr Sophie Tan

0466 793 727
sophie.tan@cgd.vic.gov.au

=

Red Gum Ward

Cr Matthew Kirwan

0403 072 295
matthew.kirwan@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward

Cr Angela Long

Ph/Fax: 9795 6574

0466 004 616
angela.long@cgd.vic.gov.au

Red Gum Ward - Mayor
Cr Jim Memeti

0434 560 239
jim.memeti@cgd.vic.gov.au

D 3D »

Silverleaf Ward

Cr Zayrioun Melhem

0466 518 082
zaynoun.melhem@cgd.vic.gov.au

Silverleaf Ward

Cr Maria Sampey

Ph/Fax: 9790 1291

0438 800 027
maria.sampey@cgd.vic.gov.au

www.greaterdandenong.com

Council Meetings

MONDAY-

O

14

SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER

: SEPfEMBER

&0CTOBER

0CTOBER

Council meetings are held on the
second and the fourth Monday of
the month, at 7pm.

The September meetings will be held:
Monday 14 September

Monday 28 September

During October there will only be one
meeting due to the Council Elections.
That meeting will be held:

Monday 12 October

The 28 September and 12 October

meetings will be held during Caretaker

Period in the lead up to Elections, so

Stand for Council

Victorian council elections are
held every four years and give
people an opportunity to influence
the change they would like to see
in their community by standing
for council.

The COVID-19 restrictions mean
campaigning will look different this
year, but the Minister for Local
Government is keen to see a range of
candidates that represent the diverse
community in which we live.

For information about the mandatory
training candidates must undertake,
please visit greaterdandenong.com/
and search for Council Elections

or phone Council’s

Governance Unit on 1 ___‘_;_
8571 1000.

W\

Council Elections

no significant decisions will be made.
We encourage the public to view
meetings live via our webcast service.

The general public can still submit
questions for Public Question Time.

To view meetings online or to
find out more about Public
Question Time simply go

to greaterdandenong.com/
councilmeetings

o .....
il il

Voting

The Victorian Electoral Commission
(VEC) conducts the elections on
behalf of Council.

The VEC will automatically post a
ballot pack to every enrolled voter
between 6-8 October. Completed
papers must reach the VEC's Election
Manager in the envelope provided
with the ballot papers by 6pm on
Friday 23 October 2020. Please do
not send them to Council.

In some circumstances, voters may
he able to vote early and in person
at the VEC's temporary office at
279 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong.
The VEC’s office will enforce strict
COVID-19 safe practices to ensure
the safety of VEC staff and voters.

o For information visit
vec.vic.gov.au or phone
131 832.

a
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Cr Zaynoun Melhem

| want to start this column by
thanking the residents of Greater
Dandenong and particularly Silverleaf
Ward for giving me a chance to
represent them on Council.

It has been a great first term and there
have been many highlights over the past
four years. | want to highlight a few of
the bigger projects that are making a
difference for local residents.

While COVID restrictions mean
residents have been unable to
visit the new Springvale Library,
there is a lot of anticipation
about what this new building will
do for the community. Once
restrictions are eased we will be
able to welcome small groups into
the library and further down the
track community groups will be
welcomed into the meeting rooms
and communal spaces.

As a Councillor for the City of Greater
Dandenong | am very proud to have
seen this project come to completion.
Next month residents get their chance
to have a say in who will represent them
on Council.

The Electoral Roll closed on 28 August,
so if you are not already enrolled to
vote, it is too late. If you are considering
running for Council you must register
between 17-22 September.

Election Day is 24 October 2020, but
voting will happen via post. The Victorian
Electoral Commission (VEC) will deliver
hallot packs to voters” homes from

| love walking my dog, and a 2019
survey of residents revealed that many
would appreciate separate off-leash
areas for smaller dogs. Tirhatuan Park
is home to a fenced dog off-leash park
and soon a second fenced area will be
added, allowing for the separation of
large and small dogs, giving walkers a
greater sense of safety.

Sports enthusiasts are also being.
catered for at Tirhatuan Park, with the
recent resurfacing of tennis courts and
the addition of a new basketball court
that should be completed and ready for
action in time for summer.

While parks and reserves are open

for walkers and joggers during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the equipment has
been closed to keep residents safe and
healthy and slow the spread of the virus.
Last year Council carried out a series

of upgrades at Lois Twohig Reserve

in Dandenong North and while sports
clubs are on hiatus and the shelters and

6-8 October. You will have to return
them to the VEC hy Friday 23 October.
The process will be explained in the
packs. | encourage you all to have your
say in these elections as Councillors are
elected to represent you.

| would like to send a special thank you
to members of the Victorian Vietnamese
community who have worked together
to help protect our community from

the spread of Coronavirus. This group
has handmade thousands of cloth
facemasks which they are distributing to
the community for free.

| have many to give away to residents
who need them. You can visit my milk
bar at 26 Darren Road, Springvale
South and pick up a free mask.

In the meantime, | would like to
encourage you all to follow the latest
advice from the State Government and
Chief Medical Officer and do your hit to
slow the spread of the virus.

exercise equipment can’t yet be used,
| hope to see people out there enjoying
the facilities when restrictions ease.

Community safety is an important issue
for me, and | am pleased to see that a
project to install 10 CCTV cameras at
the Brady Road shops is making locals
feel safer. The cameras combine to
cover the carpark, shop fronts (including
those in Shalimar Avenue) and the

rear laneway.

This is just a small snapshot of the work
that goes into making our city a great
place to live, work and play.

If you would like to contact
me about anything please
email me at zaynoun.melhem
@cgd.vic.gov.au or phone me
on 0466 518 082.

Cr Loi Truong

If you would like to get in touch
with me you can email me at
loi.truong@cgd.vic.gov.au or
phone me on 0466 004 618.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Council recently built a

new timekeeper’s box at
Keysborough's Rowley Allan
Reserve.

Keeping time at
Rowley Allan Resenrve

The ground level box makes access
easier for those helping keep score
and sound the sirens for football
and cricket matches. The previous
timekeeper’s box was on the roof of
the pavilion and was accessible only
via a ladder.

The box is required to accommodate

two people and have views of all

parts of the oval. It is also needed to
| stop spectators from interfering with
timekeeper’s duties.

While the box has been unable
to be used due to the COVID-19
pandemic, once community sport
resumes it is expected to be a
welcome addition to the suburban
sports ground.

A draft concept plan for Rowley Allan
Reserve is currently being developed
following a period of consultation

with residents in July/August.

The reserve is home to football,
cricket, netball and lawn bowl
facilities, as well as a, senior
citizen's club and a playground.
It is located on Cheltenham Road,
Keyshorough.

seniors' Festval | ghan gir fires

Usually in October Greater
Dandenong celebrates positive
ageing via the Victorian Seniors’
Festival.

Backyard burn offs are not
allowed in Greater Dandenong
without a permit. Open air fires
are considered a risk to the
environment and the safety of
all residents.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic local
activities and workshops for this year’s
festival have been cancelled.

We continue to celebrate our seniors,
but this year things will look a bit
different.

air fires, including in firepits, is also
not allowed without a permit.

Permits may be granted if there are

no other means of disposing of waste,
however residents are encouraged to o
contact a Fire Prevention Officer on

8571 1000 to discuss their issues

before applying for a permit.

The State Government will deliver
the 2020 Seniors' Festival direct to
your home, via a reimagined program
including online performances,
recorded interviews and storytelling.

If you smell offensive smoke
or toxic smells related to a
fire contact Council on

8571 1000, or if you feel like
you are in danger phone 000.
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o Visit seniorsonline.vic.gov.au
to see more.

www.greaterdandenong.com

Keysborough South &5

Community Hub

The draft design for the Keysborough
South Community was recently
released for public comment and
generated a high level of interest and
excitement within the community.

The design builds on previous planning
and consultation undertaken over recent
years and incorporates the unique
attributes of the chosen site.

The community hub will be located on
the corner of Chapel and Villiers roads
in Tatterson Park, and will incorporate a
variety of community services and multi-
purpose facilities and spaces.

Key features include:

» Community activity and meeting
rooms suitable for a range of
programs and activities

» Community lounge to incorporate an
outreach library service and spaces for
work/study and socialising

» A ‘makers space’ for arts and crafts
» Community kitchen
» Kindergarten and Child Care rooms

» Consulting suites for Maternal and
Child Health and other specialist
services

s N
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» Reception, administration, storage
and amenities

» External seating areas, playgrounds,
basketball half court and amphitheatre

» Car parking

» Space for a mobile coffee cart (pending
expression of interest process).

Construction of the community hub is
expected to begin by smid-2021.

Visit greaterdandenong.com/
keysboroughsthcommunityhub
for more information and to
view plans.

0000020002020 028202000200488

Road works

Road projects across Greater
Dandenong have continued to roll
out in 2020, helping to improve
the journey for motorists.
Works to upgrade the
intersection of Chandler
and Cheltenham roads
in Keysborough began in
August and are expected
to be completed soon.

A dedicated left hand lane is being
added to the intersection, with

asphalt being laid over a gravel
section on Chandler Road.

During construction Chandler Road
was closed to northbound traffic
between Ellsa Close and Cheltenham
Road. Detours were put in place.

The Federal Government's Blackspot
Program funded an upgrade at the
intersection of Windsor Avenue and
St Johns Avenue in Springvale.

The intersection was closed for about
three weeks during August, while
works were carried out.

Residents with enquiries
about these road projects
can contact Stuart Pyke
on 8571 1000.

VIV 000000020508

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Be part of a new story this
spring school holidays for
the ninth annual Greater

Dandenong Children’s Festival.

The 2020 festival will look different to
previous years with COVID-19 affecting
how activities will be delivered.

Virtual circus classes, a
short story competition and
an online version of the
Little Day Out all feature in
this year’s program.

The Children’s Festival starts on
Saturday 19 September and runs right
through the school holidays, featuring

the Little Day Out’s ‘Big Day In" on
Sunday 27 September.

The theme is A New Story, which
focuses on two aspects of new
beginnings — the season of Spring and
classic children's books.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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This year's festival introduces ‘A New
Story’ short story competition for
children. The winning entry will be
brought to life as an animation in time
for next year's festival.

Other exciting activities include the
circus skills workshops with Dreaming
Space, cooking classes with Dandenong
Market and a scavenger hunt offering
some great prizes.

There will also be online writing classes,
zine-making classes and workshops

of all kinds of dance delivered live to
your loungeroom.

This festival is proudly sponsored by
Bank of Melbourne.

Visit greaterdandenong.com/
childrensfestival for a full
range of activities.

Enrol for
kindergarten
now

Kindergarten (also known
as preschool) is early
education for children

in the year before they
start school.

‘4

—

It gives children important opportunities

through a play-based curriculum, and
helps prepare them for the transition to
primary school.

Kindergarten is offered in a range

of settings including community
kindergartens, childcare centres,
children’s centres and schools. Eligible

which offers 15 hours of kindergarten
per week, or an integrated program
which combines kindergarten with
childcare.

Enrol your child now for kindergarten
in 2021. Children must turn four on or
before 30 April 2021 to be eligible to
attend a funded kindergarten program.

Children from an Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander background, or who have
had contact with Child Protection or

Big Day In

The annual Little Day Out will
be replaced by the Big Day In

during this year’s festival. to access the Early Start Kindergarten

program at low cost or free in the two

Join us on Sunday 27 years prior to attending school.

to learn, make friends and develop skills

children can attend a sessional program

been referred to Child FIRST, are eligible

September for lots of
fun from the comfort of
your own home.

kindergarten or phone
8571 1000 for more
information.

Join in this all-day pyjama party
with the Mexican Music Man's
Singalong, the Dreaming Spcae
Funky Monkey Family Beach
Dance Party and the Kazoos' Bed
Time Stories show.

If you had a sleep in

and are still in your

PJs, then we've got

you covered with ™
Guru Duru's all ages
pyjama disco.
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This year Children’s Book Week
(October 17-23) will celebrate
the wonderful world of nature
and those adventurous enough to
dive in with the theme “Curious

1
]
1
]
[}
]
Visit greaterdandenong.com/ ! Creatures, Wild Minds".

bigdayin to register then
join us from 11lam-4pm for
all the fun.

of Australia brings children and books
together with a unique theme 10

_________________________________

Every year the Children's Book Council

Council News 9

..learn, make friends and O
develop skills through a
play-based curriculum

celebrate literacy and storytelling.

Greater Dandenong Libraries will
host a series of “curious and wild"
performances and author talks

for the “curious and wild minds”
of our local schools as well as a
performance for the public.

o Visit greaterdandenong
libraries.com for more
information.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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Biodiversity Blitz

Our local wildlife needs you.

The City of Greater Dandenong has
joined with the City of Casey to record
indigenous plants and animals that live
across our neighbouring municipalities.

Download the iNaturalist app on your
smartphone or tablet then take a walk
around your neighbourhood to help
capture local species. The app helps
you identify different species and then
records them to the Atlas of Living
Australia.

The Biodiversity Blitz
includes some healthy

competition between Casey 3
and Greater Dandenong for

who can record the most
species. Council will be
offering prizes for individual
and school entrants into
the competition.

It's as simple as:

Step 1 Download

the iNaturalist app
from your favourite
app store

Step 2 Register
online to participate

Step 3 Start recording.

You don’t need to be an expert on
wildlife or plant species to take part.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/
biodiversityblitz for more
information.

www.greaterdandenong.com

Sense Trail celebrates

30th anniversary

For the past three decades
visitors to a Springvale South
reserve have been learning about
the environment by immersing
themselves in the elements.

Alex Wilkie Nature Reserve is a
magnificent 1.8-hectare remnant
bushland reserve situated in a built-up
urban environment.

The Sense Trail is an
important part of the
reserve and provides an
ideal setting for education
programs for schools and
the general community,
as well as a place for

our youngest visitors to
practice nature play.

With its scented native and indigenous
plants, bushfood trail and focus on
natural play it is the perfect location
to encourage visitors to use senses to
increase perception and awareness of
the natural environment.

Thirty years ago the rangers at Alex
Wilkie Nature Reserve continued
Alex Wilkie's vision of using the

reserve for environmental education
for young and old by designating an
additional area of land next door for
bushland education.

The Sense Trail now operates as a
key site for nature play and this year
through a Victorian State Government
Communities Our Local Environment
grant Council was able to expand the
frog pond and add in a boardwalk and
educational sign about local frogs.

Alex Wilkie reserve is open to the
public from Friday September 4,
however the visitors centre will remain
closed until restrictions ease.

We encourage resident to enjoy a
self-guided tour and see if you can
hear (or even catch a glimpse of) our
resident pobblebonk frogs.

The Sense Trail is open to the public
every Friday from 9am-3pm and the
third Sunday of every month from
10am-5pm.

The reserve is located in
Mackay Street, Springvale

South. Visit greaterdandenong.

com for the latest information
on park opening hours.

_.there are rules
around the use of
offleash areasa §

Sharing our
parks with pets

1 In these unprecedented
! v times, we all need some
™ exercise and fresh air,
including our four-legged friends.

Off-leash areas are a great place to
enjoy both, if everyone is considerate
and respectful of all park patrons.

Many park users will have noticed
an increase in people out walking
their dogs. During Stage 3 and 4
lockdowns Council has kept fenced
dog’off-leash parks open, but we r
emind visitors to practice good hand
hygiene when opening and closing
gates at these parks.

Please remember there are rules
around the use of offleash areas to
protect all users and their pets. These
rules can be seen on signage at the
entrance to the areas.

S

» Dogs must only be off-leash in areas
designated by Council

» Dogs can be exercised off-leash only
within these designated areas and
must be put back on leash when they
leave the sign posted area

» Dogs must be no mare than 50m
from the person walking them and
under effective control by voice
command or hand signal at all times

» Dogs must not be allowed within
20m of a designated cycling path
or track, unless they are separated
from the track by a fence of at least
1.2m height

» Dogs must not be allowed to chase
people or other animals

» Any droppings left by a dog must be
cleaned up and disposed of properly.

‘Garden
‘waste can
feed the earth

Did you know that by using your

. garden waste bin correctly you can
enjoy the best quality food?
The green lid garden
_waste bin is taken to a

~ processing plant where
it is turned into nutrient-
~rich compost that is used
to help farmers grow food
~crops and pastures.

Visit greaterdandenong.com/
dogoffleash for more
information.

Council News

. By making sure only the right items are
. placed into your bin you will be helping

. to create a high-quality compost which

' is sent to gardens and farms across

. Victoria. Just like us soil needs food and
* the better fed the soil is, the healthier

¢ the crops they grow.

. It is important to only place grass, small
_ branches, flowers, leaves and weeds in

- your green lid bin. Other items, such as
* plastic, glass, bricks and building rubble
. can contaminate a truckload of green

- waste, making the whole load unusable.

o Visit greaterdandenong.com/

waste to find out what
happens to your garden waste
and exactly what can go into
your garden waste bin.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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-Wominjeka

A large scale artwork overlooks
Harmony Square and recognises
Greater Dandenong’s links to our
nation’s first people.

Installed in July, the striking art work was
created by Dandenong-based Aboriginal
artist lan Harrison. It celebrates the
Aboriginal concept of ‘wominjeka’
(welcome) and reflects Council's

_________________________________________________________________________

Garden upgrade
for Coriq Reserve

A Springvale South reserve will
receive a garden upgrade in a bid
to help cool the neighbourhood.

Corio Reserve, on Corio Drive, will be
improved thanks to a grant from the
Federal Government's Community
Environment Program Grants. The
grant aims to keep temperatures down
by planting gardens and street trees
that increase shade.

Increased shade produces a cooling
effect in summer and has proven to

recognition of the Bunurong and
Wurundjeri peoples of the Kulin nation'’s
custodianship of the land where the City
of Greater Dandenong sits.

The design of Wominjeka reflects local
narratives relevant to Dandenong and
includes a local shield depicting the
emu and goanna.

significantly reduce heat mortality rates
for old and frail people during extreme
heat days. Other benefits include
connecting environments, reducing air
pollution and making a neighbourhood
more comfortable and pleasant.

Shady environments can also reduce
reliance on air conditioning, which
may result is lower electricity costs for
some households.

Under Council’s Urban Tree Strategy

— Greening Our City we have
implemented a 10-year planting
program to increase tree canopy cover
across the city. Corio Reserve will also
have a beautiful native garden planted
to attract hirds and insects and Council

...recognition of the Bunurong
and Wurundjeri peoples

More of lan's work can be seen

locally, including at Drum Theatre. He
also recently completed a project at
Tirhatuan Park where reclaimed red gum
branches were painted with traditional
Aboriginal iconography. Spreading the
Message was completed with the help
of local school students.

believes the works would benefit
users of the park and neighbouring
households.

If you would like to know
more about the works or want
to comment please contact
Council on 8571 1702,

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

www.greaterdandenong.com

This Girl Can — Make her Move

Keeping active while
0 observing restrictions

during the COVID-19
pandemic has proved a challenge,

but there are many ways to
keep moving.

Prior to the pandemic Council worked
in collaboration with the VicHealth
This Girl Can program, Reclink, Centre
of Multicultural Youth and Volleyball
Victoria, to engage female residents in
physical activity.

Several activity groups, including
freestyle golf, volleyball lite, and social
soccer were organised over three
weeks in March.

The program targeted older women

at Parkglen Retirement Village, carers
and young families attending Ellendale
Play Group, and young people visiting
JC Mills Reserve. The campaign was
successful, with more than 150
residents engaging in weekly physical
activity for the three-week period.

Extensive research suggests that
women avoid physical activity for many
different reasons and the program
aimed to encourage young girls and
women of all ages to reframe their
idea of activity.

National award 3

for youth project

A campaign against family violence
conceived by Greater Dandenong
youth has been recognised at

the 2020 National Awards for
Local Government.

The Youth United Against Family
Violence project received the top award
in the category Addressing Violence
Against Women and Children. The
project is now in the running for the
2020 National Award for Excellence in
Local Government.

In 2019 ten youth ambassadors were
selected to lead a project to change
attitudes and behaviour towards
family violence.

They chose three key messages and
developed short video advertisements
aimed at reaching their peers. The youth

Following the success of the program,
Council will run more This Girl Can
activities for female residents when
lockdown restrictions ease.

In the meantime visit thisgirlcan.com.au
to find out more and access online
resources.

The health and wellbeing
of all residents is a
priority for Council and
we encourage residents
to find ways to keep
active within the current
restrictions.

Taking a walk close to home, playing
outside with your children or pottering
in your garden are simple ways to

get moving.

Online resources including exercise
videos for all fitness levels are
also available.

At the time of publication, our local
swimming pools and recreation centres
were closed, however the YMCA

offers online resources to encourage
activities for families.

ambassadors guided the entire creative
process with help from Momentum
Studios Australia.

Greater Dandenong Mayor Jim Memeti
said he was proud of the young people
involved in the project.

“This is an important
iSsue in our community
and young people often
feel like they are not part
of the conversation,”
Mayor Memeti said.

...there are many
ways to keep moving

?J
W9

Visit nobleparkaquaticcentre.
com.au or dandenongoasis.
com.au for more information.

Residents are encouraged to follow the
latest COVID-19 restrictions as advised
by health authorities when exercising
outside of the home.

“Through this project these young

people have been able to use their
voices and reach out to their peers.
| am sure these videos will make a
difference for so many and not just
within our own community.”

The advertisements were launched at
last year's Greater Dandenong Walk
Against Family Violence.

Council's Youth and Family Services
will use the advertisements as part of
education campaigns for local youth,
but these plans were delayed by the
COVID-19 pandemic forcing Victoria
into lockdown and the closure of local
schools for the first time in March. The
advertisements were instead used in

a social media campaign that reached
more than 200,000 people.

Visit youth.greaterdandenong.
com to see the videos.

www.greaterdandenong.com
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A national campaign encouraging
Australians to support local
businesses is hoping to stimulate
the economy and keep jobs.

Early May 2020 data showed our city
supported 98,000 jobs and had an
economic output of more than $39
billion. The COVID-19 pandemic has
significantly impacted local employment
with the Greater Dandenong
unemployment rate estimated to have
increased by at least four per cent

in recent months. The hardest hit
husinesses were in the retail trade, and
accommodation and food services.

While many businesses
have adapted their
offerings to suit the current
circumstances, some are
relying on the ongoing
support of loyal customers
to get them through.

The Go Local First campaign is funded
by the Australian Government and
supported by the Council of Small
Business Organisations Australia
(COSBOA). Go Local First promotes
the idea that if we buy and spend

www.greaterdandenong.com

locally, we keep local jobs, and
supporting our local economy we can
help the nation’s economy recover in
the long term.

Research commissioned by COSBOA
shows that Australians are spending
more at local businesses since the
introduction of COVID-19 lockdowns
in March, but ongoing restrictions are
preventing many from doing more.

Greater Dandenong is home to
theusands of small businesses.

These businesses collectively make a
significant economic and an enormous
social contribution to our community.

These are businesses where our children
get their first jobs. They support local
charities, sporting clubs, kindergartens
and schools. They remember our names
and our regular orders. They are the
heart and soul of our community and
they rely on our business.

There are businesses we rely on
everyday, from the local café to bakers,
butchers and greengrocers. There

are also businesses that we turn to
less frequently, including tradesmen
and accountants. By keeping these
businesses afloat you are supporting
local families.

In last month's Greater Dandenong
Council News we featured the Great
Bites Open for Business initiative, listing
local food businesses who continue

to serve coffee, snacks and meals
throughout the lockdown period.

This month we ask residents to show
their support for all local business

by sharing and tagging their stories
on social media with the tags
#greatbitesopenforbusiness and
#golocalfirst.

Visit golocalfirst.com.au to find
out more about the campaign
and how to get involved.

__________________________________

i If you have a food business

i and wish to be involved in

| Council’s marketing campaign,
' complete an online form to be

' featured on the website. Visit

| greaterdandenong.com/greatbites
\ openforbusiness to find out who

E is open for business or to list

. your own.

_____________________________________________________________________

Community | Council News

Support for
residents

The COVID-19 pandemic has been

affecting residents for the past six
months and will continue to affect
us all for some time to come.

There are a range of support services
set up to help everyone, including
those suffering financial hardship,
medical concerns, housing issues and
personal distress.

Council is working with local charities
and support agencies to help our most
vulnerable residents with material aid.

Demand on local support services
has become more difficult during the
pandemic, but we are doing our best
to support those most in need.