Arkana Hardware

The business started in 1961 after South Eastern Timber was sold to G N Raymond (owners of Gippsland Hardware?).

The small shop front business of Pigdon and Lardner (plumbers) was purchased. Over the years, surrounding land and buildings were purchased until finally the property extended to the corner of Lonsdale and Foster Streets at the front and Thomas Street at the rear. A separate area on the west side of Thomas Street and slightly south of the main business was also purchased.

Arkana was initially supplied by Southern Wholesale, but about 18 years ago Arkana became a Mitre 10 store.

List of photographs taken Monday 20th January 2003

Negative
Comments

No.

1
Ray Bligh
2.5 yrs service
hardware sales

2
Tony Lord
9 yrs service
hardware sales and purchasing


Tony was in charge of the front part of the store.

3
Trisha Harkin
16 yrs service
cashier


Trisha remembers the store as a “men’s society” when she first started (except for the paint department). She remembers old gentlemen with grey dustcoats, mostly ex-craftsmen.

4
Judy Pritchett
14.5 yrs service
garden equipment, accessories and plants

Judy began as a window dresser, then was in charge of the paint department before her involvement with the garden department.

5
Loading an old lathe onto a truck bound for Mansfield Engineering. Much of 


the old equipment was purchased by this company, which heard of the 


Arkana closure by word of mouth. See also negative no. 21.

6
Ken Price
18 years in current position, with an earlier period of about 7 



years in the office.


Ken does all of the custom woodwork, matching mouldings, architraves etc.

7
Lesley Pretty
Owner of the business

8
Margaret Harrison
25 yrs service


Margaret began in the front office on the switchboard, working 9am to 3pm 


weekdays and Saturday morning. She moved to the timber office doing 


general bookwork, costing, pricing, and ordering and became employed full-


time.

9 & 10
Marion Bjorksten
Marion started 40 years ago, and has taken breaks for 


her children. She came to Australia 50 years ago from Scotland, and started 


with Arkana close to the opening of the business, so has seen many 


changes. She is grateful for having the job for all the years.

11-13
Panoramic view of the timber yard, southern side. Three photographs taken 


at about half way down the yard at different angles.

14
Rear of the timber yard taken from the same position as the panoramic 


photographs. Shows the mill at the left.

15-17
Panoramic view of the timber yard, northern side. Taken from the same 


position as 11-14.

18 & 19
Jeff Reidy

Timber sales


Shows detail of the timber storage area.

20
Martin Andrew

Timber sales


With customer Joseph Mean.

21
Barry Smith, with Russell Jones of Mansfield Engineering. They are standing 


in front of Mr Jones’ large trailer with items purchased from Arkana including 


a press and a power hacksaw. See also negative no. 5.

22
Barry Smith
General manager. Today is the 39th anniversary of beginning 


at Arkana. He will work at Loveridges after his work here is completed.

23
Denis Hanney
13 yrs service
Hardware sales

24
Store main entrance

25
General view of store.


Left to right: garden section, timber yard entrance, hardware store.


The location is the south-west corner of the intersection of Lonsdale Street 


with Foster Street.

