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The afte of the 4,0,V , bullding on the south-eest cornsr of Loansdalie &
‘elker dtreets, iz traditionelly one of tho oldest and wost colourfyl of the

business areas In osur seln atreat.

in feet, 1t was hers, thot one of the firet bulldings = Dunber's Dendemsag
Iratel, wes estabiished in Dendenong, aad £f soOt the firet bullding cen at lesst
cleim to be 1o perts the first briek bullding of the township.

The esrly hebitations of Sendenong «ore o9f 8 primitive deseriptions The
first butlding (Sunn®s Totel) was erseted on lavd 8t the rear of the present Bridge
Potel, end atood just ou the rise up Thosas Street, end feged DHTH Foster atroet
end the main strecte 1T was o rough slab snd berk structurs of four rooms, to which
sdditions were asde from tinme to times Although Lt suppliod the wants of the
timber getters end trovelleors in the swarliest times, it closed ia 1858 wnd not a
trece of this »otel reseaiss todey,

Dunbar's ®otel wves bullt on the A.8.0s site in the lete 1840% or esrly
1650%¢ The notel proper wes of pslings sni s shingled roof, $o whioh were leter
edied the stebles and end building of brick,

The wotel wes typlcal of the time =~ the ber, with & shellow vireadah in
front of the hotel, flesked by living roome on ons side and leter by ¢ stors and
post offies an the ottery Delag the wost pretentious house in the distriet, all
the public funetions wers held thers = on Novembur #6th, 1862 the riret seeting of
the Dandoudng Oistriet Rowds Bosrd wes held, ond Nry G, Danbar wes one of the
origisel nine seabors «ho couprised thet bosrd. :

™he Hhire of Danienong wes rM&M an May 16¢» 18735, mut by this ates® ’,sl-
their nestings were held st the shiFe offices of the Wechenles Lomtitute, whieh |

/
leter wade way for the Town Well 1w 1550,

aonteves

e |



Nevertheless, Dunber's motel for s time served ss the Hosds Doerd Meetling

iy Courthouse Bnd oven Church.

1t was edmiprsbly conducted by the llcenges, Mrs, Junber, ani anturslly in
the early deys served as & stopping plege for the cosched.
prom sbout 1858 cosches were the =zia link between Helbourne end Jandenong,

end prior to the railway oponing in 1879 eoseh wes the eecepted way af travelling.

Byeptuslly there were wany vahicles on the road and epart fros the Cobb & Co line,

gech hotel in fect ran B ling st one time in the very early dsys - one connveted

with Dunbar's Motaly apother with the Bridge Potel and $o on. Hrde Dunbar ren &

1ine of cosches batween Melbourne sad Brandy Cresk snd slso between Helbo.rne snd

Toorsdin in 1876.
in tre eeriy 1060's Mr, vunber built & nes hotel next to the oplgined

bulldings on shat L8 now the "Mayfair® bulldings, |

In 1865 Mre Joses Jreeves, the butoher, opensd up for business in tha old ;
notel building, Dut whon Mr, Gresves moved his prowises to Langhorae Strest in 1877 |
(the prosent “Fessex® bailiing) Mre Dumbar pulled down the old hotel bulldings. |

we bullt & fine billierd room endi ¢ shop, end converted the end brick
portion into benkin; promises for the Provimcisl & Suburben Bonk, which was to
rave & very short existouce indsod,

In Mey 1879 the Bonk suffored a "erssh”s It hed provicusly been issulng
1ts own benk nokes at Dendssong end other brenches, esd #0on becsme lnsolvents
The menscer in lslbourns falsified the balenas ahesta, and with the Directors’
consents borrowed money from his benk end bought the shores in arder to delude the
tovestors into believing thet the bank was sound.

A fow investors were deusived, but in the ond the benk wes powerless to

heit & rum on ite coim, end after it wus closed the deception af the senegemont

wes 18id bare. The monsger and directors were indieted buofare the Juprems Court,
The ereditors of the bank receivel 879 fa the £, whilat the shareolisrs received

nathing«
After o lepse of ssversl yours, the "Royal ﬂugql“ wae bDullt By Mp, Qu¥e

’ M
Juseon snd Npe Frisdusn in 1886 on the now sosevtat infascus cormser, Dawean !ﬂi‘
the Licence antil 1888, snd bossted it the "most comforteble hotsl in twe Qt“ii!ti'
with opeter salovs, plunge sud showey baths, planc, good stabling horses end Iujtlad

for hire, sad ceuches $0 Bass on siternate dayw.

Gankge. i




tire FeCo Lyons tﬁen.toan gvor the 1Acaacé for o fow yoers, but Dovson
ﬁﬁratnraad and did a2t leave until 150Le The neat OwnoY, UPe ReJ. Tufl, edvertiscd
Beals at 1/=s chabifo, hook and durgusdy ot 2/6 o vottlo, cod & firat rote billiard
tebloe

in 1906 tivge gsuding teok ovor ond aftor she laoft in 1908 tho rotud gas
ohon3es af manegamﬂnt nt 3oeot ndno times in tnoe noxt 18 yooroa

e ‘apat of tho 1icongees was oddly emough tho Boor Scmilys end ia tho
earl§ 19&8'3 tho %aeel wes domoliohod to melo woy £oF Tho AdlePs buildinge
“»canat:nntwon'wua Bagun in 1366. ond &n<s@9tﬂmhmr of thot yeor tuo ols wolls aad
aaﬂcrn; hintavmaax nezxca, iualudlaa &a ank pot ongd mavt&auwﬂre glogor Jepy wove
i 'unnoueraﬁ by workion an the 84te
- The wells, estimcted to bo botweon 80 cnd 100 yourp 01d, wore founi to
be congtrusted of hasd modo bricko, amd obwiously would hove supplled vater for

the hotol omplayoes omd guanto, now long oiansc dopartad from thin ooritly sConOe

e A A e L hta
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Over 100 years
and $ST7092m lofer

]
(]

3 The Avustralian AMut- ,“"'_'_"""""_'""‘"""
4 : 3
g

wal Provident Society.  fEtagt

(]

The new:

The old:

O @ o

‘l‘was founded in Syd-‘\‘ : 5 ;s = o
: ney in 1849 by a" S e 6 e /4‘ e : "1.;-"-
3 number of altruigticy : '
- 3
' citizens to bring thei

:beneﬁts of Life As- 1

=surapce on thej 3
a ] .
’ mutual principle - to 1

1 : 1

1 Australians. i

8 1

i Pl such men, thel
PRev. W. H. Walh.!'

8 Thomas Holt, T. S. Mort @

§ Charles Lowe and Wil- §
?jiam Perry, formally :

=
=

on 31st August, ¥ §
g 1848, af 470 George St.. s
:Sydney_ to propose a:
Tpurely ~Mutuai Aus-
¥ tralian - Life Assurance
§ Society.

LT

Initially, Lusinesa
cam: “slowly “and only :
45 policies were written s
in the Scciety's finst :
vear, It tock more than!

wo years to wrile 1000 g
olicies,

=

o

o
wmemm

-At the close of the'y

SanoopoonEoEEEEOESSsooaERESE®

first  year's. trading, :

assurances  in | forces
totalled $18900 and

fangible assets were?

$191.32. :

In contrast =~ the]

1 Society up " to 3lst g

8 December, 1966 — 118 |
: years later—had paid ¥
151,092 million: ing
I maturity  and death !
& benefits to policyholders
3 and their dependants.

The confidence of the g
3 founders has been wen: %
% justified and it is to ¥ ©
! Gaeir enduring credit thaty
§the AMP. Society was THE
gfounded as a mutual® =
§ life office whereby it 54 o
¥ wholly owned- by andg -
¥ conducted for policy- : %

2 holders, I

rr

Mr.

F. L Broomhafl

_Lonsdale Streets, Dandenong, 1967.

- ciety's offices

The Auystralian Mutual Provident Sc-
ciety’s new regional office building on

the south-west corner of Walker and
Lonsdale Sts., Dandenong, is a fine ad-
dition to this prosperous city.

The building, which consists of a ground
and three upper floors, has a frontage of 68
feet to Lonsdale Street and 180 feet to Walker
St., and is designed for both retail and office

use.

Entrance
and also
to the lift is from
Walker Street, At street
level, besides the So-
ciety's office, there are
six shops and a branch

of the ES.&A. Bank.

ready been leased.

Parking area

Bach of the three upper
floors of the building av-
erage 5300 sq. ft. In addi-
tion to its pround floor
office the Society will oc-

The A.M.P. building on the corner of Walker and cupy part of the office

space on the first floor,
and the remainder of thav
floor plus the second and
third floors will be avail-

Dunbar’s “Old” Dandenong Hoiel on the corner of able to tenants. With the
Walker and Lonsdale Streets, Dandenong, early 1850s major industries establish-

it is

ed near Dandenong

| AMP REGIONAL MANAGER

PROMINENT IN SPORT

Princip-al officer for the A.M.P. Society is Mr. F. L. Broom-
hall. He has been regional manager here since March 1961.

Mr. Broomhall joined
the Society in Septem-
ber, 1954, as an agent
in the collector insur-
ance division. He trans-
ferred to the ordinary
insurance division in
August, 1956, and was
appointed &

denong. He held this
appointment for the 4%
years prior to his ap-

pointment as regional

manager at Dandenong,
In the last war he

served 5 years with the
ALF. :

. A keen sportsman he

distriet -
representative in Dan-

is 2 member of the Vic-
torian Amateur Ath-
letics Association and is
official club secrefary
of the Olympic Park
Group V.AAA, ftrack

and field committee.

Married with one son
and a daughter, his son
David is a member of
the Society’s Melbourne
office staff.

An  historic
o Dandenong -

Site: Page 23,

Dagdenong Journal, Thur.,, Och, 12, '7-—Page, 231

ril-fired
i

to the So-, expected that the demand

for office space will be

considerable.

. From Walker St. there
is an entrance to the
building’s private car park.
By arrangement with the
Dandenong Municipal
Council permanent access
to a proposed public park-
ing area will also be
through this entrance.

The building’s construc=
tion is of steel frame,
concrete  encased, with
walls of chocolate brown
brickwork. Sun hoods
shield the upper windows
of the long north eleva-
tion to Walker St., and
adjustable vertical louvres
screen the windows facing
east and west from the

morning and afternoon
sumn.,
The foundations: are

constructed to take an ad-
citional two floors if it s
later decided to add to the
height of the present
building, Provision has al-
so been made for a second
lift, if and when neces-
sary. Heating is by hot
water radiation from an
reticulation sys-
em.

- Carpeted

Several major areas of
the building are. carpeted,
and floors in shops and
offices are vinyl tiled. Vinyl
wall tiles are also used
where appropriate. Tea-
making rooms are provided
on every floor. Each finor
also. has its own toilet
block and a cleaner’s room.

Work commenced on the
site in July, 1966.

_The architects and en-
gineers for the building
were Bates, Smart and
McCutcheon Pty. Ltd.. the
mechanical and electrical
engineering consultants
were W, C. Jewell and
partners and the builders
were Messrs. Johns and
Reid, all of Melbourne.

—--—------------v‘

AMP
FIRSTS

Some activities the
1 Society pioneered are-
n

: @ Development of the

hitherto  unproduc-
tive “Ninety Mile
Desert” country on
the South Australian
border by the use of
latest scientific
‘methods of treating g
seemingly useless=
desert land in 194g 8
‘The documentars=
ﬂlm,' "Desert Con-:
auest” tells the story 8
of this success, :
Collector Insurance.l
& new  concept on g
Australion  insur- §
ance, improving the
older type 'of Inclus-=
trial  Insurance in®
‘19:60. A
‘Self-employed = Per-
S0nS° Superannudtion
The AMP. was the
first life .office in
Australia_ to enter
this field. “This was
_in 1961,

EooEoDEmEoEEEaly




THE SOCIE

the A.M.P. Society’s site on the south-west corner of Lonsdale and Walker Streets. it is one of Dandenongtbarel -
the oldest and most colorful of the. business areas in Dandenong’s main streetf. 9 ﬁuafdavnred
Originally in the late 1840's or early 1850's Dunbar’s “old” Dandenong Hotel occupied Pry.. Ltd.,
this site. A single-story structure with a low verandah in front of the bar, the “old” hotel was "y herd.
conducied by the licensee, Mrs George Dunbar, and naturally served as a stopping place for Wt
Iy st

HISTORIC

he fluctuations

the coaches which linked Dandenong with Melbourne.

From about 1858 fo the
railway opening in 1879.
coach was the accepted
means of travel.  There
were many vehicles on the
road and apart from Cobb
and Co., each hotel ran a
coach line of its own. Mrs.
Dunbar herself ran a line
of coaches between Mel-
bourne and Brandy Creek
and also between Mel-
pourne and Tooradin in

1876.
Meeting Place
As Dandenong did not at
that time possess a public
hall, local organisations
held their meetings In
Dunbar's hotel. It was Iin

fact the centre of much| ' © o 0 o e meemese==a=a==r (Leber purchased the Royal
public activity. It served| \ p | Hotel, " the adjoining old
?ls Lh% mgetmg Dl%ﬁet f;?:}: : $ 1 hotelban}cg the l%gd extend-

ne andenong str g|ing back to omas  St.
Roads_ Board of _which |8 F"’ e an enera 1|In" June, 1963, the A MP.
board Mr, Dunbar was one|p ' Society  purchased the

of the original nine mem-
bers. Early sittings of the
Court of Petty Sessions
also were held there.

In the early 1860's Mr.
Dunbar built a new hotel
in Lonsdale Street next to
the original hotel, on the
site where the “Mayfair
puildings now stand. %

im portion of the ori-
ginal hotel building Mr.
James Greaves opened 2
putcher shop in 1865.

Provincial and
Suburban Bank
In 1877. the o'd Dand2-
nong Hotel building was
pulled down. On the site
Mr, Dunbar built a fine

billiard room and a shop.|deception did not save the|comfortable hotel

CHOOS
ANDENONG SITE

of history, it would he

in the

and converted the brick|pbank and it was unable to|district”. with oyster sal-

portion into banking pre-

mises for the Provincial it:]vent, it closed its doors|baths,

and Suburban-Bank.

halt a run on its cash. In-

May, 1879. The direc-

plunge and shower
) piano, good' stab-
ling, horses and buggies

oon,

But this bank was to|tors and manager were in-|for hire and coaches o

have a very short exist-
ence. It had been issuing
its own bank notes at
Dandenong and other
branches and became in-
solvent. It is reported that
the manager in Melbourne
with the consent of the
directors, borrowed money
from the bank to buy
shares in the bank, in or-
der to delude investors and

ceived 8/9d. in the

ceived nothing.
Oyster Saloon
After a lapse of severa

built by Mr.

somewhat

depositors into believing
the bank was sound. This

ner.

that it was the

Until 1958 the A.M.P. Society iransacted
only life insurance. Over the years it had

grown fo be one of
offices.

Then almost 110 years
after establishment as a life
office a momentous decision
was made, -

In September, 1958 the
Society - established its
wholly owned subsidiary
fire and general offices—
one in Australia and
another in New Zealand.
Since then the A.M.P. Fire

and - General Insurance

the world’s major life

Cos., have grown from
lusty infants to prosperous
and .progressive nine year
old youngsters.

As the AM.P. Society is i

whelly owned by its policy-
holders, all profits from
its fire and gen2ral sub-
sidharies, go to swell tha
bonus addition allotted
the sums assured under
its participating life in-
surance policies.

to

dicted before the Supreme|Bass on alternate days. In
Court. The depositors re-{1904 the hotel was taken
v £|over by Mr. R. J. Tufif, who
whilst the shareholders re-|was followed by Mrs. A.

Suding in 1906. In the
next 20 years the hotel saw
1{10 changes of management

yvears, the Royal Hotel was|— the last of the licensees
Charles H.|oddly L
Dawson and a My, Fried-|“Beer” family.
man in 1886. on this now
infamous cor-
Mr. Dawson boasted
“most

enough was the

Purchased by
AM.P. Society

Years later Mr. H. L

Royal Hotel from the es-
tate of the late Mr. Leber,
the site representing about
one-third of Mr. Leber’s
original purchase.
Demolition of the hotel
was completed in Novem-
ber, 1963, to make way for
the new four-storey A.M.P.
tuilding, and even this pro-
ct uncovered further links
with the past. Excavations
disclosed two old wells, es-
timated to be between 80
and 100 years old. These
wells which were con-
structed of hand-made
bricks, ‘'would have ‘sup-
plied water for hotel em-
ployees and guests.

Th; 'Ol.d" Dandenong Hotel

ES AN

F. J. and I. LEMON
STATUTORY FOUNDERS

40 GOLGONDA AVENUE,
FRANKSTON.

Phone 783 6962, 95 5801

Ceilings.
* Suspended Ceilings.
% Fire Proofing.
% Solid Plastering.

The “New’

TERRANOVA

~in conjunction with

JOHNS REID MASTER BUILDERS

played a major roll in the completion of
the A.M.P. Building.

% Specialists in Spray Vermiculite Plaster

@ Al Acoustic Ceilings and Solid Plaste
for the A.M.P. Building carried out &

Terranova

11 HARDY STREET, BRUNSWICK
Phone 35-7843, 36-7070 s -115

i 2

zlock;

@ UNDERPINNING
® REBLOCKING

THE SPECIALIST

Karels Building Service

6 KING STREET,
GLEN IRIS.
PHONE: 25 3821

T to J

OUR BUILDING IS NEW

BUT THIS IS THE SAME OLD ADVICE
For all your Life Assurance needs consult . . .

MURRAY GUILLE, Dip:, A.LL, A.M.P. Representative
31 MACPHERSON STREET, DANDENONG — Phone: 792 2094
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Over 1

)0 years and
;020 Million

The Australian Mutual Provident Society was founded in

Sydney in 1849 by a group of altruistic citizens to bring the
benefits of life assurance on the mutual principle to

Australians.

Their first office was a
small room over a
shop in George Street,
Sydney. Initially busi-
ness came slowly. and
in January 1850. after
the Society’s first year
in business. the seven
directors reported 45
policies written and
total assets of
£2658.1. In their own
words the result was
*not so flattering as to
enable them to con-
gratulate themselves
on it”

The Directors —
among them John
Fairfax, David Jones
and Thomas Mort —
were possessed “of
great determination
They had been deeply
disturbed by the debts
and poverty faced by
so many pioneer fam-
ilies whose breadwin-
ners had died premat-
urely. They could not

oo

TEo RIYAL
CCrvBar. 1977

/

® DANDENONG, looking east in the 1870's, showing the old
mechanics institute on the present town hall site.

children should have
to battle to maintain
respect and dignity in
the colony. They be-
lieved the problem
could be solved by
means of a mutual in-

“‘co-operative”™  vent-
ure to be owned by the
members who were’its
clients.

The confidence of
the._foum_J”crs' had been

At 3lst December
1976 — 128 years later
— AMP Society had
paid $2,328 million in
maturity, death and
disability benefits to
pohicyholders and



THIS week the AMP Society's Dandenong office is cele-

brating its 21st birthday.

The celebrations will
include a number of
functions for AMP per-
sonnel, clients and local
businessmen.

Although AMP has been
reprasented in Dandenong
for well over 100 years, it
was not until October, 1956,
that a regional office was
established.

In the '50s, Dandenong ex-
perienced the start of a tre-
mendous expansion, with
many large companies com-
mencing or expanding their
operations in the area.

When AMP opened its
Dandenong regional office in
1856, in rooms in Vanity Ar-

cade, the population was

16,000. Three years later

Dandenong was declared a
city, and had a population of
20,000.

Now, 21 years later, the
population has tripled to
more than 48,000 — and is
still growing.

This growth has created a
city with all the amenities
and services associated with
modern living.

HISTORIC

AMP’s present office, on
the corner of Lonsdale and
Walker Sts, was opened 10
years ago — in October,
1967,

This corner has played a
colorful part in Dandenong's
history.

Originally, in the late
1840s or early 1850s, Dun-
bar’s *‘old"” Dandenong

Hotel occupied this si'e. A
single storey structure with
a low verandah in front of
the bar, the “‘0ld”’ hotel was
conducted by the licensee,
Mrs George Dunbar, and
naturally served as a stop-
ping place for the coaches
which linked Dandenong
with Melbourne.

From about 1858 to the
railway opening in 1879
coach was the accepted
means of travel. There were
many vehicles on the road
and apart from Cobb and
Co., each hotel ran a coach
line of its own. Mrs Dunbar
herself ran a line of coaches
between Melbourne and
Brandy Creek and also be-
tween Melbourne and Toora-
din in 1876.

MEETINGS

As Dandenong did not at
hat time possess a public
1all, local organisations held
heir meetings in Dunbar's

iotel. It was in fact the
e e

centre of much public activi-
ty.
ylt served as the meeting
place for the Dandenong
District Roads Board of
which board Mr Dunbar was
one of the original nine
members. Early sittings of
the Court of Petty Sessions
also were held there.

BANK

In the early 1860s, Mr
Dunbar built a new hotel i_n
Lonsdale St next to the origi-
nal hotel, on the site were
the Target Arcade now
stands. In portion of the
original hotel building Mr
James Greaves opened a
butcher shgp in 1865. ,

In 1877, the old Dandenong
Hotel building was pulled
down. On the site Mr Dunbar
built a fine billiards room
and a shop, and converted
the brick portion into bank-
ing premises for the Provin-
cial and Suburban Bank.

But this bank was to have
a very short existence. It
had been issuing its own
bank notes at Dandenong
and other branches and
became insolvent. It is re-
ported that the manager in
Melbourne, with the consent
of the directors, borrowed
money from the bank to buy
shares in the bank, in order
to delude investors and de-
positors into believing the
bank was sound.

This deception did not
save the bank and it was
unable to halt a run on its
cash. Insolvent, it closed its
doors in May, 1879, and the
directors and manager were
indicted before the Supreme
Court. The depositors re-
ceived 8/9d. in the pound
while the shareholders re-
ceived nothing,

After a lapse of several
years, the Royal Hotel was
built by Mr Charles H.
Dawson and a Mr Friedman
in 1886, on this now some-
what infamous corner.

Mr Dawson boasted that it
was the ‘“‘most comfortable
hotel in the district,” with
oyster saloon, plunge and
shower baths, piano, good
stabling, horses and buggies
for hire and coaches to Bass
on alternate days. In 1904 the
hotel was taken over by Mr |
R. J. Tuff, who was followed
by Mrs A. Suding in 1906.

In the next 20 years the
hotel saw 10 changes of man-
agement, the last of the li-
censees oddly enough was
the Beer family.

Years later, Mr H. L.
Leber purchased the Royal
Hotel, the adjoining old

hotel and the land extending

back to Thomas St. In Jung,
1963, the AMP Society pur-
chased the Royal Hotel from
the estate of the late Mr
Leber, the site representing
about one-third of Mr
Leber’s original purchase.
Demolition of the hotel
was completed in Novem-
ber, 1963, to make way for
the new four-storey AMP
building, and even this pro-
ject uncovered further links
with the past — excavations
disclosed two old wells, es-
timated to be between 80 and
100 years old. These wells
which were constructed of
hand-made bricks, would
have supplied water for
hotel employes and guests.

5 3 T Goal i
Hotel is in the foreground and Bowman's Royal Hotel is
ds the AMP building.

~€_ £

Iﬁ the early 1850s. Dunbar’s old
built. On the site of the latter now stan

being

LONSDALE St., Dandenong,




MP Society celebrates

2

21st birthday.

years in

andenong

This week the A.M.P. Society’s Dandenong office is celebrating its

The celebrations will include a number of functions for A.M.P. personnel,
clients and local businessmen.

«Although A M.P.
has been represented
in Dandenong for well
over 100 years, it was
not until October 1956
that a regional office
was established.

In the fifties
Dandenong ex-
perienced the start of a
tremendous expan-
sion, with many large
companies commenc-
ing and expanding
their operations in the
area.

When A.M.P. first
opened its Dandenong
regional office in 1956,
in rooms in Vanity Ar-
cade, the population
was 16,000.

Three years later
Dandenong was
.declared a city, and
had a population of
20,.000.

Now, 21 years later,
the population has
tripled to more than
48,000 — and is still
growing.

Dandenong with
Melbourne.

From about 1858 to
the railway opening in
1879 coach was the ac-
cepted means of travel,
There were many vehi-
cles on the road and
apart from Cobb and
Co., each hotel ran a
coach line of its own.
Mrs. Dunbar herself
ran a line of coaches
between Melbourne
and Brandy Creek and
also between
Melbourne and
Tooradin in 1876.

MEETING PLACE

As Dandenong did
not at that time pos-
sess a public hall, local
organisations held
their meetings in Dun-
bar’s hotel. It was in
fact the centre of much
public activity. It
served as the meeting
place for the
Dandenong District
Roads Board of which

st

® THE main street of Dandenong in the
1850’s. Dunbar’s Old Hotel is in the
foreground and Bowman's Royal Hotel is
seen in course of construction.

This growth has
created a city with all
the amenities and ser-
vices associated with
modern living.

AMP OFFICE ON
HISTORIC SITE

A.M.P.’s present
office, on the corner of
Lonsdale and Walker
Streets, was opened
ten years ago in Oc-
tober 1967,

This corner has
played a colourful part
in Dandenong’s
history.

Originally, in the
late 1840's or early
1850°s, Dunbar’s
‘“old> Dandenong
Hotel occupied this
site. A single-storey
structure with a low
verandah in front of
the bar, the *‘old”
hotel was conducted

by the licensee, Mrs.
George Dunbar, and
naturally served as a
stopping place for the
coaches which linked

board Mr. Dunbar
was one of the original
nine members. Early
sittings of the Court of
Pettv Sessions also
were held there.

In the early 1860’s
Mr. Dunbar built a
new hotel in Lonsdale
Street next to the
original hotel, on the
site where the Target
Arcade now stands.

In portion of the

original hotel building

Mr. James Greaves
opened a butcher shop
in 1865.

PROVINCIAL AND
SUBURBAN BANK

In 1877, the old
Dandenong Hotel
building was pulled

have a very short ex-
istence. It had been is-
suing its own bank
notes at Dandenong
and other branches
and became insolvent.
[t is reported that the
manager in
Melbourne with the
consent of the directors,
borrowed money from
the bank to buy shares
in the bank, in order to
delude investors and
depositors into believ-
ing the bank was
sound. This deception

did not save the bank
and it was unable to
halt a run on its cash.
Insolvent, it closed its
doors in May, 1879.
the directors and
manager were in-
dicated before the
Supreme Court. The
depositors received
8é9d. in the £ whilst
the shareholders
received nothing,
OYSTER SALOON
After a lapse of several
years, the Royal Hotel
was built by Mr.

down. On the site Mr. !
Dunbar built a fine |

billiard room and a |

shop, and converted
the brick portion into
banking premises for
the Provincial and
Suburban Bank,

But this bank was to

® DUNBAR’'S “new” Dandenong Hotel, and
the Provincial and Suburban Bank on the
Walker Street corner, 1878.

Charles H. Dawson
and a Mr. Friedman in
1886, on this now
somewhat infamous
corner.

Mr. Dawson
boasted that it was the
““most comfortable
hotel in the district™,
with oyster saloon,
plunge and shower
baths, piano, good
stabling, horses and
buggies for hire and
coaches to Bass on
alternate days. In 1904
the hotel was taken
over by Mr. R.J. Tuff,
who was followed by
Mrs. A. Suding in
1906. In the next 20
years the hotel saw 10
changes of manage-
ment — the last of the
licensees oddly enough
rvas the “*Beer” fami-
y.

PURCHASED BY
A.M.P. SOCIETY

Years later Mr. H.
L. Leber purchased
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Royal Hotel, Dandenong. The picture

taken in 1880.

s

the Royal Hotel, “the
adjoining oJd” hotel
and the land’extending
back to Thomas
Street. In June, 1963,
the A.M.P. Society
purchased the Royal
Hotel from the estate
of the late Mr. Leber,
the site representing
about one-third of Mr.
Leber’'s original
purchase.

Demolition of the
hotel was completed in
November, 1963, to

make way for the
four-storey A.l
building, and ever
project uncov
further links witl
past. Excavations
closed two old v
estimated to
between 80 and
years old. These
which were ¢
structed of hand-r
bricks, would |
supplied water
hotel employees
guests.
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E HISTORY OF AMP SITE

The site of the AMP building on the south-west corner of Lonsdale and Walker Sts., is traditionally one
' of the oldest and most colerful of the business areas in our main street. |

’ It was here, that one of the first buildings, Dunbar’s Dandenong Hotel, was established in Dandenong,
and if not the first building, can at least claim to be in parts the first brick building of the township.

. The early inhabitants of Dandenong were of
a primitive description.

The first building, Dunn’s Hotel, was built on land at
the rear of the present Bridge Hotel, and stood just on the
rise of Thomas St., and faced both Foster St. and the main
street.

It was a rough slab and bark structure of four rooms,
to which additions were made from time to time.

Although it supplied the wants of the lumber getters
and travellers in the earliest times, it closed in 1858 and not
a trace of this hotel remains today.

Dunbar’s Hotel was built on the AMP site in the late
1840’s or early 1850’s. The hotel proper was of palings and
a shingled roof, to which were later added the stables and
end building of brick.

The hotel was typical of the time, the bar, with a
shallow verandah in front of the hotel, flanked by living
rooms on one side and later by a store and post office on
the other.

Being the most pretentious house in the district, all
the public functions were held there. 2

On November 26, 1862, the first meeting of the
Dandenong District Roads Board was held, and Mr. G.
Dunbar was one of the nine original members who com-
prised the board.

Shire Proclaimed

' The Shire of Dandenong was proclaimed on May 16,
1873, but by this stage their meetings were held at the
' shire offices of the Mechanics Institute, which later made
way for the Town Hall in 1890.
' Nevertheless, Dunbar’s Hotel, for a time, served as
the Roads Board Meeting Room, Courthouse and even
' Church.

It was admirably conducted by the licensee, Mrs.
' Dunbar, and naturally, in the early days, served as a stopping

place for the coaches. ! .
From about 1858 coaches were the main link
between Melbourne and Dandenong, and before the railway

opening in 1879, coach was the accepted way of travelling.
Eventually, there were many vehicles on the rqad,
and apart from the Cobb and Co. line, each hotel ran a line
at one time in the very carly days, one connected with
Dunbar’s Hotel, another with the Bridge Hotel, and so on.
Mrs. Dunbar ran a line of coaches between Melbourne
and Tooradin in 1867.

New Hotel
In the early 1860%s, Mr. Dunbar built a new hotel
next to the original building, on what is now the Mayfair
puildings.

In 1865 Mr. James Greaves, the butcher, opened up |
for business in the old hotel building, but when Mr. Greaves
moved his premises to Langhorne St. in 1877, the present
Wessex building, Mr. Dunbar pulled down the old hotel
buildings. 5

He built a fine billiard room and a shop, and convert-
ed the end brick portion into banking premises for the
Provincial and Suburban Bank, which was to have a very
short existence indeed.

In May, 1879, the Bank suffered a crash. It had been
issuing its own banknotes at Dandenong and other branches
and soon became insolvent.

The manager in Melbourne falsified the balance

-sheets, and with the directors’ consent, borrowed money

from his bank and bought the shares in order to delude the
investors into believing that the bank was sound.

A Few Deceived

A few investors were deceived, but in the end the
bank was powerless, and after it was closed the deception of
the management was laid bare. :

The creditors of the bank received 8/9 in the pound,
whilst the shareholders received nothing. |

After a lapse of several years, the Royal Hotel was |
built by Mr. C.H. Dawson and Mr. Friedman in 1886 on the
now somewhat infamous corner. l

Dawson kept the licence until 1888, and boasted that
it was the “most comfortable hotel in the district”, with l
oyster salagp, plunge and shaiver baths, piano, good stabling
horses and byggies for hire, and coaches to pass on alternate
days.

Mr. F.C, |.yons then took over the licence for a few ‘
years, but Dawsgn returned and did not leave until 1904. '

The next gwner, Mr. R.J. Tuff, advertised meals at
1/-, stables, hock 3nd burgundy at 2/6 a bottle, and a first ‘
rate billiard table,

In 1906, Mrs. Suding took over, and after she left in '
1908 the hotel saw changes of management at least nine
times in the next 18 yuars, ‘
The last of the jjcencees was oddly enough the Beer
family, and in the early 196(’s the hotel was demolished to '
make way for the AMP by 1ding.

Construction Was giaried in 1966 and in September '
of that year two old Wellg and several relics, including an
ink pot and earthenware g,o0r jar, were uncovered by '
workmen on the site. 1‘

The wells, estimated to o petween 80 and 190 years
old, were found to be construgi.q of hand made bricks, and |
obviously would have supplied wa ey for the hotel employes
and guests, now long since departeq from this earthly scene.




