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| AFTER FIRE

SIX months after an alleged
arson attack injured 26 people,
Springvale's Commonwealth
Bank has reopened.

At the bank's reopening last
Monday, area manager Chris
Beames thanked the
community for their well
wishes.

There were 13 staff working
at the time of the incident and
most have returned to the
Springvale branch, whichiis
back to offering full services.

It comes as Springvale
resident Nur Islam, 21, faces
court this week over the .
incident on November 18, 2016.

Area manager Chris Beames at
the reopening of Springvale's
Commonwealth Bank branch.
Picture: SARAH MATRAY
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Bank fire: no trial

By ACasey Neill
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The Rohingya asylum seeker charged over the
Springvale bank fire may not have to face trial.

Springvale man Nur Islam, 22, appeared in
Melbourne Magistrates’ Court, sitting at the
County Court, for a committal mention hearing
via video link on Thursday 11 May.

Police charged him with 92 offences over a fire
in the Commonwealth Bank branch on Spring-
vale Road on 18 November last year.

The incident injured more than 20 people and
caused about $2.5 million in damage.

Mr Islam’s charges include intentionally and
recklessly causing serious injury, causing serious
injury in circumstances of gross violence, damage
to property by fire, arson and intending to endan-
ger life.

Police allege he poured petrol on the entry and
exit floor of the bank and ignited the fuel, “caus-
ing a large fire entrapping customers and staff in-
side the branch”.

On the video link, a white bandage covering
his left arm was visible. His black hair and beard
were cut short.

The case was delayed while the court waited
for a Burmese interpreter, but Magistrate Donna
Bakos and parties elected to go on without her.

Mr Islam’s lawyer, Kate Ballard from Doogue,
O’Brien and George, said she would later meet
with him alongside an interpreter and explain
what had taken place.

She requested an adjournment and made no
application for bail.
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Ms Ballard explained that she was in discus-

sions with the prosecution about an offer and
wanted more time to figure out the details.
“This matter can settle;” Ms Ballard said.

“It’s just a matter of what are the appropriate

charges”

She asked for a three-week adjournment,
which Ms Bakos granted.

He will return to court on Thursday 1 June.

The bank reopened its doors on Monday 3
May:. Staff said that returning to work would help
them to heal.
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Town murals adorning_ fi‘_re bank

By Casey Neill

= Returning to work at the branch gutted by fire last
November is helping Springvale Commonwealth
Bank staff to heal.

The refurbished Springvale Road site re- .

opened its doors on Monday 1 May following the
18 November, 2016 attack that injured more than
20 people.

Police allege 21-year-old Rohingya asylum
seeker Nur Islam set himself on fire inside the
bank.

The Springvale man will answer 92 charges
over the incident, and is due to appear in Mel-
bourne Magistrates’ Court on Thursday 11 May.

South eastern area manager Christopher
Beames arrived for work at the branch shortly af-
ter the incident unfolded.

“It’'s the biggest challenge that myself and my
team have ever faced,” he said.

“All staff were given a choice, and the vast ma-
jority of the team want to be back here in Spring-
vale because they love the community, they love
their clients, they want to be part of it.”

Mr Beames said reopening the branch also

: - meant a lot to the community.

“They're very dependent on our services,” he
said.

“They're a very tightly knit community here in
| Springvale.

“They’ve been asking a lot of questions in the
lead-up to today.

“They've been inquiring about the well-being
of our staff all the way through. .

“We had a limited service offering until today,
with a temporary site and a pop-up branch.”

Mr Beames said “security is paramount to us”
and the branch had a completely different layout
and design.

“The fundamental principles behind our secu-
rity still remain in tact,” he said.

He thanked the community, emergency ser-

. vices and businesses for their support.

Murals featuring the Springvale Asian Gate-

way, local temples and parks adorn the walls
inside the branch, which also features the latest
technology in banking.

i Staff told the Journal that customers travelled
from as far away as Altona, Nunawading and Box
Hill.

Each staff member can speak at least two

» languages, making the experience easier for mi-
grants.

Kevin Tan speaks Cambodian and English. He
was inside the bank when the fire took place.
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Vanny Taing and Nhi Truong.

“It was really shocking for every one of us,” he
said.

“I was getting out really panicked to see every-
one crowding, people running around.”

But he was “very excited to come back’”,

David Huynh was on his way to work and
just outside the branch when the explosion tore
through the bank,

He saw smoke coming out of the building.

“It was quite daunting, quite confronting,
especially seeing the people that you work with
every day stuck in that situation is quite unimagi-
nable;” he said.

"It affected us quite deeply, but we've gelled
together.

“We came together as a team to learn and grow
from each other.

“We talk quite openly about it, try to support
each other as best as we can, talk about how we
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feel and ways that we can support each other.”

Mr Huynhh said returning to work at the
branch was helping everyone to move on.

One customer told the Journal that the new
branch was “beautiful’.

She lives within walking distance and had
been eagerly awaiting its reopening,

Springvale ~Asian  Business  Association
(SABA) spokesman Stan Chang praised the bank,
community and emergency services for how they
handled the “very sad incident” and its aftermath.

“The community appreciates the response and
the way the Commonwealth Bank handled the
matter;” he said.

“Commonwealth Bank is a very different ket-
tle of fish in terms of local services.

“Totally cut off from the service, a lot of people
would become alittle bit lost.”

-

David Huynh in front of one of the new Springvale-
inspired murals.
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Bank of Melbourne is now open at 327 Springvale Road, next to the post office.
Drop in for a chat or call 92719000 to make an appointment.

Bank of
Melbourne

© 2017 Bank of Melbourne - A Division of Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714. WBCO0954BONM 07/17

RBank of Melbourne git day ma clfa tai s6 327 Springvale Road, canh Buu dién.
Hay téi néi chuyén véi chidng toi hodc goi s6 9271 9000 dé dat hen.

V1 - GSVEOIZOTHIE GREATER DANDENONG LEADER, Monday, August 7, 2017 07



