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DANDENONG HIGH SCHOOL November 27th 1919
Foundation Stone Laid

On the afternoon of Friday last an important event in the history of Dandenong was performed. The historic occasion was the laying of the foundation stone of the new building which is to be the High school for Dandenong and district, and the ceremony was performed by the Minister of Education, Hon. William Hutchinson, whilst amongst those present were Cr F Groves, M.L.A, Mr Hansen, chief inspector of Secondary schools, representatives of Dandenong and the adjoining municipalities, and members of the High school council; there was also a good attendance of the public.


It might be here mentioned that just about twelve months ago a scheme was inaugurated at Dandenong for the purpose of making overtures to obtain this secondary school, and the erection of the new building vouches for the success of those connected with the movement, which will be a great asset to Dandenong and its environments. The school is being built on land adjoining Melbourne road, and it is to be a two story brick building, 85ft x 70ft, the successful tenderers were Messrs Nixon and Son, whose tender was over £5000. In the plans, provision is made for a dining room, cookery room, scullery, pantry, girls and boys cloak rooms, office, class room, hall, store room and a wood shed on the ground floor. On the first floor there are to be two class rooms (with accordion petition), science, store and preparation rooms, and a balcony at the back. The building when completed will not possess any architectural ornamentation, but will be substantial. The tower which was included in the plans, also several minor features, have been omitted, presumably to cut down expenses. 

The foundation stone bears the legend; Faber Quisque Fortunae (every man is the author of his own fortune)—which is the slogan of the school—and also gives the date, and who the stone was laid by. 


After the pupils of the school had sung, The Best School of All, the chairman of the High school council (Rev H. Buntine) in his opening remarks said they were participating in one of the greatest functions which had taken place in Dandenong. They had had some important functions in the past, and one of these was the laying of the foundation stone of the antique stone bridge, the memory of which was cherished by old residents, and another, was the erection of the palatial Town Hall. But they were not so important as the school, which was going to help develop the talents of our children, which God had given to them, and the result, in the future, would be far-reaching. He thought the scheme introduced by Mr Tate in having High schools established, was a very good one. He considered the tower should not have been left off the building.

Mr Hutchinson said he was delighted to be associated with the building, and those who were responsible for bringing it into being. He mentioned that in the first place a deputation came from Dandenong to his office and, in a determined manner, showed the necessity for a High school being established, and the need for higher education in the district. The local shire council were enthusiastic in the project, and came along with an offer of £1000; £750 of it had been spent in purchasing the land, while the rest was being held to carry out improvements with. The speaker eulogised the work of Mr Tate, who was the father of the higher education scheme. Dandenong’s High school was the thirtieth, and he was glad to hear the first note the children had struct —The Best School of All. He hoped the children would strive to always keep it the best school. The boys and girls would no doubt be proud to get into their new building. The structure would not make a good school, nor would their head teacher (who had distinguished himself on Gallipoli), or the good staff supporting him, but its success would be obtained by the boys and girls, and he wished them well, and trusted the High school would lay broad and deep the foundations of strong characters and useful citizenship. He declared the stone well and truly laid, of the Dandenong and District High school.


The Minister placed in a recess in the building, a packet containing; coins, Peace medal, sports book, copies of local and Melbourne newspapers, a list containing the signature of all the boys and girls attending the school, and a collection of all the war medals issued by the Education Department. 


The school children then sang, Who Will O’er the Downs. 


Mr Hansen apologised for the absence of Mr Tate. He said they were passing through a new era at the end of the war, and there would be no greater factor in it than the power of education. As the children got older they would realise the historic event, which they were taking part in, and, in time to come, would be gratified to know that they had taken part in the function. He was very pleased to be present, and his only regret was that his words were inadequate on such an occasion.


Cr Groves, in moving a vote of thanks to the speakers, said the people felt thankful to the Minister, and the Government, for acceding to the proposal put forward by strong representation and carrying out the erection of the High school.  The Government were very progressive in regard to attending to the wants of the people, as far as providing schools. Part of the Government’s surplus revenue was to be spent on the schools in the State, so as to bring them up to the standard at which they ought to be. (Hear, hear)

Cr E Harris (president of the Shire of Dandenong) seconded the vote of thanks.

Mr Hutchinson, in acknowledging the vote of thanks, said that some of them wanted a tower, but he would rather promise them more room, as he believed they had enough children already to fill the building, and he hoped that, should they ask for more accommodation, it would be soon, so that he would be in office to deal with it. (Laughter and applause)


 Cr a’Beckett (president of the Berwick shire council) said that Berwick shire was privileged to contribute to the High school, and they had a right to claim it as part of their own, as their shire was adjacent to Dandenong. They had a public school at Berwick (boys) and the Presbyterian church was thinking seriously of starting one for girls, so Berwick was likely to become an Athens as of old. He was pleased to know a number of children were already attending the High school from Berwick, and some from Pakenham. He congratulated the Lawson Ministery, not only for providing educational facilities, but for establishing good roads throughout the country, which he considered was an act of statesmanship.


After the ceremony was over the visitors and the High school council were entertained at the Council chamber, by the ladies. During the afternoon Mr Langford (head teacher) proposed a vote of thanks to the ladies, which was seconded by Mr Hutchinson. 
