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Cemetery at dead centre

YOUR VOICE FOR 150 YEARS

SPRINGVALE'S CEMETERY HAS BEEN A FOCAL POINT FOR

THE REGION FOR MORE THAN 113 YEARS. SOUTHERN
METROPOUTAN CEMETERIES TRUST HISTORIAN AND CULTURAL
HERITAGE MANAGER DOCTOR CELESTINA SAGAZIO EXPLAINS
THE SITE’S HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE.

THE Necropolis, Springvale - now
Springvale Botanical Cemetery -
which was opened in 1902, has played
an important role in the Springvale and
Dandenong district.

The Shire of Dandenong, within
whose bounds the cemetery lay, was
one of the municipalities that strongly
advocated that the new metropolitan
cemetery should be located in this dis-
trict.

One of the original cemetery trust-
ees was Charles James Jago, who was
a highly respected resident of Spring-
vale and a councillor of Dandenong
Shire (he was Dandenong Mayor in
1901-°02).

Over the years, many thousands of
citizens in the district were interred in
the cemetery, including well-known
identities. -

The cemetery land was purchased
in 1878 - the result of the vision of the
radical parliamentarian Francis Long-
more - but long-standing municipal
jealousies and rivalries prevented the
opening of the cemetery for another 24
years.

The new cemetery would replace
the Melbourne General Cemetery in
Carlton. -

By the 1890s, inner-city cemeter-
ies became ever-crowded with burials
and there was a sustained push for a
new burial ground in the eastern part
of Melbourne.

Public meetings were convened at
Dandenong and other localities to con-
vince local politicians the merits of a
Springvale cemetery.

Dandenong’s South Bourke and
Mornington Journal, the - forerunner
of the Dandenong Journal, spoke of
the beauty of the Springvale site: “The
contour of the ground is a gentle un-

dulating slope, which commands a fine

- view of Port Phillip Bay and the gur-

rounding districts, and is so sj
that it will be capable of any am;tll]]r?tt f)?
ornamentation by landscape gardenin
and statuary, which can be shown off t%
great advantage.”

Furthermore: “there is ab
of land adjoining should 300 al::r;g: rx‘:)e[
be sufficient ... which could at present
be bought for a very reasonable sum’”

By 1896 the original

| promoter
the Springvale cemetery site, Franc?§
Longmpre, was conveniently placeq
as parliamentarian for Dandenong angq
Berwick and pushed again for the
tablishment of the cemetery. ¥

The Dandenong press was iuh;
when the cemetery was giveijtl;xt:lam
ahead in 1901. 523

Some famous residents i
trict are interred in Springvale
cal Cemetery.
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as a young man and his outstand'ub
skill soon became evident. i

He 16 times won the Gr:

and

gate t-h the n}o;;\ prize in the spor;\ .ggarf&
was the o ustrali i :
e y ralian to achieye this

‘ In 1948 he won the
King’s Trophy in England a
sented with his award by
V.

Prestigioug
nd was pre-
King George

sisters B
Cemetel’)’

| S

(¢

o front fence of his home in Oak-

oh was made from the barrels of
lei® ; of the many rifles he had used.

His epitaph includes the words “a

much respected world famous rifle-

man -

ronwen Sanneman and Patricia Mourant visit the grave of their four
's first burial, Clarence Reardon. 126886

arence Reardon’s funeral procession.

Collingwood premiership  foot-
baller Darren Millane, who lived in
Noble Park, was killed in a car acci-
dent on 7 October 1991.

Millane’s funeral was held at the
Dandenong Town Hall where it is es-

timated more than 5000 people attend-
ed, while the large crowd outside heard ™
the service on a loudspeaker.

His cemetery monument is embla-
zoned with Collingwood emblems and
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his nickname, Pants.



