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Photo from the “Waverley Leader’, shows Don Turner, Marjorie Lampard, Elaine and George Gill
planning the 60 ycars reunion. (A report from George Gill can be found on page 6 )

DUAL REUNION REPORT CILASSES OF 1961/1962
Participant Henri Licht— ‘enlightens’ us!
Reunions are funny gatherings, especially given a long lapse of time. On a less dramatic
scale it’s like making contact with one’s great grandparents as they step out from still
sepia photos. You are in the present shaking hands with people from a different era. Yet

they seem so familiar. Reunions also tell us as much about those who turn up as those
who do not. Sentimentality, curiosity, indifference and superiority surface mysteriously.

(Article continues on page 4)
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Henri Licht ... continues Photo montage from 1961/1962 Reunion

REUNION --1961-2—IMPRESSIONS
(Continued from page 1)
It therefore came as a pleasant surprise to see how well the day unfolded. They materialized from everywhere- Northern Ter-
ritory, Queensland, New South Wales, Tasmania, the countryside and the coastline. All converged on that redbrick building
that meant so much. The profile of those approaching sixty is quite different from those in their strident forties.
Perhaps a more muted, reflective bunch. Yes! Yes! We can congratulate one another with career and material successes and
know that most of us have made it- conventionally meaning, solid families, comfortable life styles and still in reasonable

health. But these givens quickly evaporate. What people were reall

y interested in was the matching up of that elusive world
of Dandenong High School during the 50s and early 60's with their current state of mind. After all, to state the obvious, a
great deal of murky water has flown under the bridge over the past forty years.

You could see it in their faces and the bemused gestures. As one wit
We were all too polite to say; “little does he know!” Of course!
cares? At this fascinating age, we look into one another's eyes
transient nature of time and our inherent humaneness. Subcon

tensions and tribulatons of House competitions, the commitment to sport and academic striving and the embellishments of

various misdeeds. And in a way we did as we lustily purged ourselves by singing the school songs with gusto. And I became
reminded of that wonderful school motto Faber Quisque Fortunae.

put it, “it’s funny how everyone has changed except me.”
some of us have aged better than others. But in the end, who
and discern what we never understood while at school- the
sciously, we wanted to resuscitate the spirit of the times, the

kle and well preserved intellects. John Robertson undoubted] influenced by the Grear W igins of the
school song. Clive Worrell and Frank Milne had lost none of};heir verbal Pl)'::(: ar recounted the origins o
threatening science experiments drew a few laughs while gentle Henry Aaron

ision and keen insights. Ion Whykes's life-
days. The lovable, idiosyncratic Greg O'Loughlin managed to recite the art of
needed to know was ‘to stop beating about the bush Max Oldm

quietly did the rounds and entertained her ex-
keeping on relatively unchanged.

But not intending any disrespect to the wonderful contributions made by the vari -

captured the zeitgeist of Dandenong High School most emphaticall  John Menaste eachers [ felt that the teacher who
stated utterances combined with his delightful meand

Mollie Cowen, Edna Dawson and Betty Stainforth w issi

ries.

Henri Licht

o 8

Teachers Greg O Loughlin, John Robertson. Frank Milne and Clive Worrell
- \11\‘ Wh\]\cs. lon Whykes, Lorraine Hicks, Henry Aron. Miss Dee.
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From the School

The now traditional ‘International Week’ was cele-
brated at the school during October. The festivities
emphasise peace and harmony.

-

‘The Journal’ recently carried a story about St John
Ambulance calling for volunteers to join its
‘Visiting Friends’ program, and carried a picture of
current School Captain PIA FARRIS-
HERNANDEZ.

4

SONIA BRITO , the daughter of teacher PRE-
MILA BRITO, was recently selected for the Com-
monwealth Games in Manchester.

4

BARRY JONES, O.A, recently returned to the
school to ‘Run The School For a Day’, a program
organised by the State Education Department.

74

School Nurse, KATIE STRAUSS, student Welfare
Co-ordinator DEL WRIGHT and Chaplain
DAVID ODGEN, together with students CAS-
SANDRA CONWAY and DEJAN KARAC, re-
cently presented a filmed highlights package of a
trial anti-bullying program to the Secondary
School Nurses Conference.

7

The State Governor, JOHN LANDY, AC., MB.E
visited the school earlier in the year.

74

Nice to relate that the House Choirs compete an-
nually for the ‘Mollie Cowen Perpetual House
Chorals Trophy’. Winner this year was Clematis.
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Class of 1947/1952
s50th Anniversary Reunion

74

Fond memories, stories (somewhat em-
bellished), recollections, smiling faces,
loads of laughter & frivolity flowed at the
'‘Best School of All' on Saturday afternoon
26/10/ 02, when the above group of stu-
dents held their 50th Anniversary since
leaving the hallowed halls.

It was attended by some 60 former stu-
dents & their partners for a delightful af-
ternoon-tea prepared by 3 of the commit-
tee ladies .

A tour of the school , which has changed
significantly since these students at-
tended , was thoroughly enjoyed , under
the capable guidance of former student &
now a Vice Principal, Mrs. Robyn Steven-
son, who advised that there are now some
1240 students attending, compared to ap-
proximately 680 when the 1947/1952
group were there.

Many funny reminiscences were recalled
during the tour of the various rooms .
The day continued on to a dinner at the
nearby Imperial Inn in the evening where
additional colleagues joined the force , en-
joying a sumptuous buffet meal together
with further stories of old being related,
interspersed with many bursts of laughter
& conviviality, with old friends again see-
ing faces which in some cases they had not
seen since leaving the school.
George Gill

4
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FURTHER RUMINATIONS UPON 1960/61

FROM EVELYN BOURKE (MISS DEE)

“I found it an extremely enjoyable afternoon. It brought back memories of very happy days. I
was delighted to trace the progress of students I had taught over 40 years ago and I rejoiced in
the successes they have enjoyed.”

FROM ALLEN CANOBIE

“We enjoyed meeting friends from ‘yesteryear’ - what a great group of people. It was wonder-
ful to revisit the School, which looked very well cared for—but where did the palm trees go?
All the old photos had palm trees in the front of the School. We are glad we took the time to
participate”.

FROM CAROL BOAG (ELLETSON)

“ Thank you for organising the ‘Back to DHS’ on Saturday. I had a wonderful time—.it was
worth the effort to get there (via Sydney). Our group of friends had a great time catching up.
Congratulations on all your hard work. It was very successful”.

HEATHER WILDES (ROSS) writes:
‘41 years on Class Reunion’ was the title of the recent DHS get together. What a shock! Surely

it’s not that long ago since we toiled over the books and plotted against the teachers! And guess
what, everyone looks different. It’s amazing how you can recognise everyone from the school
photo but you have trouble putting the ‘now” face after all this time.

We were a tardy lot as we wandered around the buildings, recognising the rooms where memo-
ries came flooding back. Comments such as, “This is the room where we side-tracked Barry
Jones”, and “Where is the art room where Tom Hancy taught?” were heard as we threaded our

way through unfamiliar corridors and up strange steps.

i i i involved in many unfinished conversa-
But it sur fun catching up again. I found myself invo . y
tions as pZ(X)aI‘eS rushed overg to introduce themselves (after peering l?ng and hard at faces). There
just didn’t seem to be enough time to catch up with everyone. And it was amazing to learn who

had crushes on whom when we were all 16.

I thoroughly enjoyed my afternoon and evening visit to DHS, and would like to thank the or-

ganisers, Greta Jungwirth, Emily Fink, Sue Martin and Don Metcalfe and I’m sure many others
for organising the event. Well done!

Oh! And by the way ...Jon Whykes can still twitch his nose, but still hasn’t mastered wiggling
his ears.

Heather Wildes (Ross)
DHS Student 1956—1961
DHS teacher 1966-1967
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INAUGURAL ‘FABER QUISQUE FORTUNAE LECTURE.

EXCERPTS FROM THE 2001 ADDRESS BY DR. BARRY JONES A.O.

«1 taught at Dandenong High School between July, 1957 and December, 1966, a total of 9 years and 6 months. My
speciality was Modern History, especially Years 11 & 12, and I also taught some British & Australian History,
English and Geography. As you are all well aware Dandenong High School is one of the oldest Metropolitan High
Schools, dating back as far as 1919, and 2 of the outstanding “old boys™ I came to know very well were Dr. John
Farrands, former Secretary of the Department of Defence, (his wife Jesse, also an ex-student, is with us today, and
in fine form), and my good friend Wil Bailey, who was the CEO of the ANZ Bank 1988-1992.

The school was an extraordinarily interesting one, not the least because Dandenong and the surrounding area
was undergoing a rapid, dramatic transformation often called a melting-pot and it was something of a microcosm
of Australia as a whole. The period was marked by rapid population growth, an explosive increase in multicultur-
alism and the transformation from an agrarian to a manufacturing economy. In that period the school also demon-
strated the rising levels of educational attainment throughout Victoria and most of the other states. When I ma-
triculated from Melbourne High at the end of 1945 there were only 8 Metropolitan or Outer Metropolitan High
Schools which went to Year 12. Dandenong High School among them. The others were MacRob., University,
Camberwell, Hampton, Box Hill and Oakleigh. ,

Now Dandenong offered a broader syllabus than the last 3 named schools and students were drawn from a very
large catchment area, which extended as far as Box Hill in the North, Caulfield in the West, Hampton in the
South and Tooradin in the East.

My Dandenong High School period was also marked by increasing participation of girls, especially in Years 11 &
12 and changes in expectation about whether they continued in tertiary education, and it was very striking that
Monash University was established in 1959, so in that period of Dandenong High School there was a great oppor-
tunity for students in the Eastern part of the Metropolitan area.

I was particularly delighted by the story in “The Age” yesterday called “Ipso Facto - Latin is Dead but Not Buried’

pointing out that Dandenong High School is the only school in the State’s system still teaching Latin. I'm de-
lighted to hear it, but 'm very concerned about the narrow instrumentalism of much contemporary education,
concerned with short-term material outcomes, and I therefore congratulate Martin Culkin (school principal), for
having the guts to keep Latin on.

So when I was at Dandenong, it meant that I had a fair amount of exposure partly because of Quizzes. 1958
which was my first full year at Dandenong, was the year of the Dulux Show, and I had my first overseas travel in
May and June of 1958. Then between 1960-66 (inclusive), I appeared on “Pick-a-Box™. I have been thinking a lot
about those years because I have a chapter about them in the forthcoming memoirs.

I married in 1961 and 1 was the Secretary of the Anti-Hanging Council for 4 years. When I was at Dandenong 1
worked on my Penguin Dictionary of Biography, which ultimately came out as the Dictionary of World Biogra-

phy.

Then in 1963 1 was the ALP candidate for Bruce and the seat in those days extended a long way, all the way to
Box Hill and as far as Westernport, and had a fair amount of the Mornington Peninsula in it as well, so it wasn't
an easy seat, and in fact we got knocked off.

1 decided to complete my law degree which had been put on the discard for awhile, partly because I became more
and more involved in Teacher Advocacy. Ion Whykes and I ran for election to the Committee of the Victorian
Secondary Teachers Association and horrified the incumbents, who were a bit of an ‘old boy’s club’ by topping
the poll. ’

So I finished the Law Degree, started doing my M.A. on the Emperor Joseph II and at the time just before the

Ryan hanging, there was a great explosion. Henry Bolte rang me up one day at school and threat
said ‘Oh well’, That’s enough. So, I left the system. ened me and I

Page 8

L—_‘

DHSESA Newsletter

.'i
1
i
¢
5‘

Sp"ing 2002

Faber Qusique Fortunae (cont'd from page 8)

There was an extraordinary diversity on the staff in my period, which illustrated the destructive impact of World
War 11, demonstrated, I think, very effectively in the novel by Angelica Szidat called ‘Homeland'. If you haven't
read it I think it deserves a read, and I think the school clearly was Dandenong High School, although different
names are used, but you can recognise all the characters in it. Martin Rich, a mathematics teacher, was a Jewish
refugee forced out of Germany by Hitler's rising power had lost many relatives in the Holocaust. Kurt Szidat and
Siegfried Martini had served in the German Forces during the War. Jack Muskens who died very recently, had
been in the Dutch Underground. Angelica’s novel explores the inescapable tensions between the values, history
and experience of the home, a particular home, (her own), whose members lived through the Hitler years in Ger-
many and the predominately English speaking multicultural ambience of the Australian community represented
at Dandenong High School.

I enjoyed the very strong support from the staff and pupils of the school especially from successive Principals, Len
Cook and Ken Mitchell. They rearranged timetables so that I could take one or 2 days off each month to record
batches of “Pick-A-Box”. The school received very favourable coverage from my exploits with feature articles in
newspapers and magazines and it even seemed to make learning fashionable. In an unexpected way I became
something of a role model, as I was seen to become a virtual fixture on the program. Ialso made up lost time with
the students by holding well-attended special after school classes cumulating in malted mllks- and toasted
chicken sandwiches in the town. I also endowed 2 scholarship and gave many books to the sc.hool library. When
the program was recorded in Melbourne, I arranged a group of Dandenong High School pupils to be part of the
audience”,

Barry recalled the great support from Principal, Len Cooke, who was a controversial person in some ways,
strongly resistant tgr a revivflpof the cadets, but with keen cultural and musical tastes. He had, like Barry, a pas-
sionate commitment to libraries and sent Barry out on book-buying forays, for which the money would be found

later. Barry alluded to the narrowness of some people to liverature at the time.

In the audi _srudent. Ross Fotheringham, who as representative to the: Intemational‘ Labour organi-
sauons%fﬁ:ry ;e\);;iefg 1985, when Barry was leading an Australian Delegation. Ross confided to Barry as
they walked through Venice, that Barry's teachings about Venetian and Florentine art etc had seemed so remote
during his schooldiys at DHS, but it introduced he and his contemporaries to a ‘new world'. It was therefore
very exciting to be together " \enice, seeing things in galleries, taught by Barry some 20 years before.

In summi i Barry stated .. found the period at DHS really ext}'emely valuable and 1 left
with Té?llsr;g;g;l};erDHeSt Exgaei_rrlyd;‘f;n :gnyinded those present of his ‘after-school’ life. Five years that were spent
In State Parliament ng,fi then spent 21 years as the Member for Lalor in the House of Representatives.

1983—1990 was the period as Minister for Science. Barry’s succinct summaries of the idiosyncrasies of Hawke and

the development of Keating's musical appreciation were welcomed.

L L time of expanding world opportunities, in educational opportuni-
{Den came the time in Paris with UNESCE, & waeecﬁnunmg at that time. This was followed by time on the

ties i i ¢ Britain : s i .
‘WOE'?crl %I{Ié?tﬂthgugh A’tntzgca I;J&I;dsg;?years as a Visiting Fellow at Cambridge. Barry finished his address with
a plea for divirgseityoirr?rrc‘cllucat,i f,’n noting that many leaders in science/technology etc, do not necessarily work in

t A o his he was grateful.
e :rqe:oc;fi;ge; glnmarzlg:ua:’ﬁflr‘ggog;:cnﬁ ;f;raised the French intellectual as one of the most profound original
: usias

ers who has inspired him to encourage people to think outside the square.
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INAUGURAL ‘FABER QUISQUE FORTUNAE LECTURE.

EXCERPTS FROM THE 2001 ADDRESS BY DR. BARRY JONES A.O.

“ I taught at Dandenong High School between July, 1957 and December, 1966, a total of 9 years and 6 months. My
speciality was Modern History, especially Years 11 & 12, and I also taught some British & Australian History,
English and Geography. As you are all well aware Dandenong High School is one of the oldest Metropolitan High
Schools, dating back as far as 1919, and 2 of the outstanding “old boys™ I came to know very well were Dr. John
Farrands, former Secretary of the Department of Defence, (his wife Jesse, also an ex-student, is with us today, and
in fine form), and my good friend Will Bailey, who was the CEO of the ANZ Bank 1988-1992.

The school was an extraordinarily interesting one, not the least because Dandenong and the surrounding area
was undergoing a rapid, dramatic transformation often called a melting-pot and it was something of a microcosm
of Australia as a whole. The period was marked by rapid population growth, an explosive increase in multicultur-
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strated the rising levels of educational attainment throughout Victoria and most of the other states. When I ma-
triculated from Melbourne High at the end of 1945 there were only 8 Metropolitan or Outer Metropolitan High
Schools which went to Year 12. Dandenong High School among them. The others were MacRob., University,
Camberwell, Hampton, Box Hill and Oakleigh. ,

Now Dandenong offered a broader syllabus than the last 3 named schools and students were drawn from a very
large catchment area, which extended as far as Box Hill in the North, Caulfield in the West, Hampton in the
South and Tooradin in the East.

My Dandenong High School period was also marked by increasing participation of girls, especially in Years 11 &
12 and changes in expectation about whether they continued in tertiary education, and it was very striking that
Monash University was established in 1959, so in that period of Dandenong High School there was a great oppor-
tunity for students in the Eastern part of the Metropolitan area.

1 was particularly delighted by the story in “The Age” yesterday called ‘Ipso Facto - Latin is Dead but Not Buried’,
pointing out that Dandenong High School is the only school in the State’s system still teaching Latin. I'm de-
lighted to hear it, but 'm very concerned about the narrow instrumentalism of much contemporary education,
concerned with short-term material outcomes, and I therefore congratulate Martin Culkin (school principal), for
having the guts to keep Latin on.

So when I was at Dandenong, it meant that I had a fair amount of exposure partly because of Quizzes. 1958
which was my first full year at Dandenong, was the year of the Dulux Show, and I had my first overseas travel in
May and June of 1958. Then between 1960-66 (inclusive), I appeared on “Pick-a-Box™. I have been thinking a lot
about those years because I have a chapter about them in the forthcoming memoirs.

I married in 1961 and I was the Secretary of the Anti-Hanging Council for 4 years. When I was at Dandenong 1
worked on my Penguin Dictionary of Biography, which ultimately came out as the Dictionary of World Biogra-

phy.

Then in 1963 1 was the ALP candidate for Bruce and the seat in those days extended a long way, all the way to
Box Hill and as far as Westernport, and had a fair amount of the Mornington Peninsula in it as well, so it wasn't
an easy seat, and in fact we got knocked off.

I decided to complete my law degree which had been put on the discard for awhile, partly because I became more
and more involved in Teacher Advocacy. Ion Whykes and I ran for election to the Committee of the Victorian
Secondary Teachers Association and horrified the incumbents, who were a bit of an ‘old boy’s club, by topping
the poll.

So I finished the Law Degree, started doing my M.A. on the Emperor Joseph II and at the time just before the

Ryan hanging, there was a great explosion. Henry Bolte rang me up one day at school and threatened me and |
said ‘Oh well’, That’s enough. So, I left the system.
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Faber Qusique Fortunae (cont’d from page 8)

There was an extraordinary diversity on the staff in my period, which illustrated the destructive impact of World
War II, demonstrated, I think, very effectively in the novel by Angelica Szidat called ‘Homeland'. If you haven't
read it I think it deserves a read, and I think the school clearly was Dandenong High School, although different
names are used, but you can recognise all the characters in it. Martin Rich, a mathematics teacher, was a Jewish
refugee forced out of Germany by Hitler’s rising power had lost many relatives in the Holocgust. Kurt Szidat and
Siegfried Martini had served in the German Forces during the War. Jack Muskgxs who died very recently, had
been in the Dutch Underground. Angelica’s novel explores the inescapable tensions between the values, }ustory
and experience of the home, a particular home, (hel' own), whose members lived thI'OI.lgh the Hltlt?l‘ years in Ger-
many and the predominately English speaking multicultural ambience of the Australian community represented
at Dandenong High School.

Lenj the staff and pupils of the school especially from successive Principals, Len
Coojlgyaiiddll(ee;;elf/lyifglzlllf Sil‘%)el;foigroa[?lged timetabl£ sl; that I could take one or 2 day§ off e:ach month tO.I‘CCOlEd
batches of “Pick-A-Box”. The school received very favourable coverage from my exploits with feature articles in
newspapers and magazines and it even seemed to make lea}'ning fashionable. In an unexpected ;zvay I becal.ne
something of a role model, as I was seen to become a virtual fixture on the program. ‘I also made up lost time with
the students by holding well-attended special after schoql classes cumulating in malted mllks' and toasted
chicken sandwiches in the town. I also endowed a scholarship and gave many ]::ooks to the sghool library. When
the program was recorded in Melbourne, I arranged a group of Dandenong High School pupils to be part of the
audience”.

Barty recalled the great support from Principal, Len Cooke, who was a controversial person in some ways,

strongly resistant to a revival of the cadets, but with keen cultural and musical tastes. He had, like Barry, a pas-

sionate commitment to libraries and sent Barry out on book-buying forays, for which the money would be found

later. Barry alluded to the narrowness of some people to literature at the time.

: i he International Labour organi-
In the audi - ¢ Ross Fotheringham, who as a representative to the ‘
Satio;sa Udlmg ¢ was e\); S,{];ngn 1985, when Barry was leading an Australian Delegarion. Ross confided to Barry as
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i e arTy inded those present of his ‘after-school’ life. Five years that were spent
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1983-1990 was the period as Minister for Scienc

e. Barry's succinct summaries of the idiosyncrasies of Hawke and
the development of Keating's musical appreciation were welcomed.

. o ime of expanding world opportunities, in educational opportuni-

;[Belserf‘ came the time in ParLs.Wlth dUGNrEeS;g;i:aiu;n vf,er:ggnmmg at that time. This was 'fq]lowed'by time on t.he

. or?gl %l{rls., although A.merfca l;.lans some years as 2 Visiting _Fello.w at Cambridge. Barry finished his ac!dress w1t.h

2 plea fo e;il‘t’ag? tqumr;lfll;tce:t’i gn noting that many Jeaders in science/technology etc, do not necessarily work in
ersity in »

o i as grateful.
the area of their primary qualification, and for th;'sslelg ‘:l;e l§:ench intellectual as one of the most profound original

SO quoti iasti from Pascal, hepr . ;
thi ‘lr;)il’lillgo in:sh;s:;frtégagznio encourage people £ think outside the square.
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Dandenong High

School Ex-Students .
Association

Mailing Adoress .

P.O BoX 383 *
Pandenong 3175

DHSESA Office Bearers
President
Greta Jungwirth

Secretary
Marta Lopez

Treasurer

Ruby Constable
Historian/Ordinary Member
Dawn Harris

School Liasion Officer
Robyn Stevenson
Membership Co-ordinator
Samantha Brown

Newsletter Editor

Don Metcalfe

9704 7938 don_metcalfe@msn,com.au
Assistant Editor

Wendy Metcalfe

UNIFORM¢
WANTED;

Donations of articles of
uniforms, especially the
winter navy tunic,
straw hats would be ap-
preciated.

VOLUNTEER/,
WANTED;

Come and join us for a
pleasant 2 hours on a
Wednesday cataloguing
archives.
Contact our historian,
Dawn Harris for further
information,






