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TWO LADIES BEGIN IT ALL!

In the year 1923, two ladies, namely, Mrs. Downey and
Mrs. Hugh Murray (wife of the founder of Hugh Murray
& Son), ook the initiative in starting a movement for a new
school in the West of Dandenong. At that time there was an
organisation known as the Dandenong Improvement Associa-
tion, with Mr. E. C. Butler as President, Mr. A. Branston as
Secretary, and another well-known member was Mr. W. F.
Roulston, prop. of “Dandenong Journal”, all who gave their
support in preparing a case 10 put to the then Minister of
Public Instruction, Sir Alexander Peacock.

SITE PURCHASED

Portion of the present site, consisting of over 2 acres, was
purchased for £910 ($1,820) and eventually a contract was
Jet to Jas. C. Brockey & Sons, of Black Rock, for the sum
of £8,900 ($17,800) to erect an cight class room brick
school to accommodate 420 pupils. 1t is on record that the
school was completed 10 weeks ahead of time.

SCHOOL OPENED IN 1925

The article in a September issue of the “Dandenong Jour-
nal” in 1925 tells of the official opening of the school on
Wednesday, 26th August, 1925. It was a gala occasion — a
public half holiday was declared within the Shire of Dan-
denong and the records show that it was the largest crowd
seen in Dandenong (excepting Dandenong Show Day). What

a fun day for the youngsters — Punch and Judy Show, Merry
Go Round, Ocean Wave, children’s sports, and the big
marquee where that band of 24 ladies were preparing lun-
cheon from 9 a.m. for an expected 1,000 visitors. -

The Victorian Government was represented by Sir Alex-
ander Peacock, Minister of Public Instruction; Mr. F.
Groves, M.L.A. and Mr. Cotter, M.L.A. The foundation
stone was laid by Mr. Frank Groves, M.L.A., who was
presented with the silver trowel with which he had luid the
stone.

Mr. A. Branston, secretary of Dandenong Improvement
Association, unfurled the Union Jack, whilc a presentation of
a gold key was made to Sir Alexander Peacock to open the
new building,

The infant room was the venue for afternoon tea for the
official guests. The toast to the visitors was_proposed by
Cr. W. B. Tharle and supported by Rev. F. E. Lewin and
Mr. A. Branston. As far as the records show this concluded
the official function, but outside in the school ground chil-
dren of all ages were enjoying the sports, entertainment,
sweetsn etc.

STARTED WITH 229 PUPILS

On the day school opened, a total of 229 students were
enrolled; 180 transferred from Dandenong S.S. 1403, 24
from Noble Park and 7 youngsters attending for the first
time on that day. (Later in this booklet we will trace the
growth of the school, both in classrooms and pupils).




JAMES HILLARD WAS FIRST “HEAD”

The first head teacher was Mr. James Hillard who was
promoled from the position of head teacher of Noble Park.
At the time of his appointment litte did he realize the
difficulties that were ahead — a school in an area that had
many acres of land yet to be built on, unmade roads, Jones
Road from the highway to Railway Bridge, Birdwood
Avenue and Hemming Street from Potler Street, but un-
daunted by this with the West Progress Association he col-
lected money with which eventually, on £1 for £1 basis
from the Government, gravel was procured and working
bees held to form, first, roads in Birdwood Avenue and
Jones Road. Then came the depression and funds needed
for school improvements were no longer available, but un-
daunted and with the loyal support of teachers, committee
and Mothers’ Club, the school progressed slowly. It was
during this period that school attendance rose to 390 students
and by the time of Mr. Hillard being transferred from Dan-
denong West, the numbers had fallen to 300.

Mauny of us who were privileged to be students under his
care and guidance are ever thankful for his friendship, moral
training to help us to become good citizens.

ORIGINAL STAFF

From the appropriate staffing book at Teachers Branch, and from
the personal records of the teachers listed below, we have estublished
that the following were on the original siall of the Dandenong West

Primary School No. 4217:

James Hillurd H.T. 20.9.25 24.7.33 -
15.2.26

Ellen E. Willinms Asst. 20.9.25
Lucy L. Head Asst.  20.9.25 24.12.27
Ann S. J. McCord J.T. 20.9.25 19.2.27
Teresa Morgan J.T. 20.9.25 1.5.26

Leopold J. V. L. Steen JT. 20925 4.7.26
Florence E. Wallace J.T. 20.9.25 23.5.31

MORE CLASSROOMS ADDED

After Mr. Hillard transferred on 24th July, 1937, there
were eight head teachers appointed within the next 15 years.
In 1949, 2 portable classrooms were added, then in 1963 a
further 2 classrooms were added.

Towards the end of 1954, Mr. Ron Macdonald was
appointed head magter. He 1ook up his appointment at the
commencement of the school year in 1955. Before that he
had been at the Bendigo Teachers’ College. Al the time
of his appointment, I doubt if Mr. Macdonald could have
envisaged the challenge that he was to face over the next few
years. He came 1o a school with 569 pupils, 12 classrooms;
also grade V and VI from Dandenong North were attending
Dandenong West.  In 1956 one additional classroom was
opened and in spite of a transfer of 71 children to the new
Harrisfield School, numbers kept growing. In 1957, attend-
ance soared to 609, with some infant grades being accom-
modated at St. Luke’s Hall. Two more classrooms were
added in 1958, By this time the attendance reached 673
in 15 classrooms, September 1958 saw the transfer of 73
Pl{P"S o Yarraman Park, which gave temporary relief. ‘At
this slage 20 pupils were accommodated in a corridor. The
school attendance was still growing and, by February 1966,
2 moie classrooms were opened — the enrolment being 637.
The school attendunce kept growing and reached a peak of
771 in 1968 and, ai the beginning of the school year in 1969,
there was a total of 23 classrooms,




OPPORTUNITY GRADE STARTED

It was during the carly part of Mr. Macdonald’s span
that an opportunity grade was commenced at Dandenong
West. Many of the pupils of that grade went on to
secondary schools, or were able to be apprenticed 1o trades.
{)n ]L%S the opportunity grade was (ransferred to Yarraman

ark.

In 1961 the school was raised to the classification of a
special class with Mr. Macdonald receiving promotion to
remain in charge of the school.

TRAINING SCHOOL STATUS GRANTED

Dandenong West was proclaimed a training school for
students of Frankston Teachers’ College in 1962, and in the
same year received the highest classification for a Primary
School in the Victorian Education Depariment, as a special
class training school.

Mr. RON MACDONALD RETIRES AFTER 14 YEARS

Mr. Macdonald had been in poor health for some time
and in March 1969 he retired on this account.

In 1970 Mr. T. C. Chellew took up the appointment as
head master — a position he held until 1973. It was during
this period that more pupils were transferred to the new
school, Chandler Park, As will be seen by the figures in
1970, the enrolment was then 724, but in 1973 jt dropped
to 626.

In 1974 Mr. W. F. Maher took up his position as head
master with an enrolment of 584. students.

550 PUPILS TODAY

This brings us to the 50th anniversary year and the
appointment of Mr. D. Culph. There are 550 pupils
enrolled. As very often happens with a school of this age
there is a large amount of repair and maintenance required.
Recently we had read in the local papers, the “Dandenong
Journal” and “The News”, of the very bad state of repair
of the main school, and fences around the oval, but accord-
ing to present reports this work is to be done within the next
few weeks.

LIBRARY OPENING IN NOVEMBER
We will all have the opportunity of sceing the official
opening of the library on Saturday, 22nd Novcmbcr. On
reading back through minutes of the School Commitiee, this
has been mooted since the early days of the school.

FINE SPORTING RECORD

In the first 50 years, studenls were encouraged to take
up other than the academic subjects.  Dandenong West was
always to the forefront in athletics, football, basketball,
cricket, swimming and. later, softball.  (Dandenong West
was the starting point for the formation of the Dandenong
Softball Association). On reading through the old records
we find Dandenong West won thi: ﬁysl contest for Primary
Schools choirs at the Dandenong Festival in 1957. 1952 saw
the commencement of the school magazine “West Wind,” and
it continued with an unbroken publication for many years.




SCHOOL MOTTO HAS BUILT A TRADITION
The school motto “Only the Best™ has been applied to all
facets of school life, and the school, through the staff, has
developed a tradition for all to live up to this motto.

The staff, from the day the school opened, up to the
present day, has endeavoured 1o teach not only the class-
room subjects, but, initiative, competition, honesty, integrity
and loyalty — the results are shown over the passing years
by the many, varied and often important positions Ex
Students have achieved. We see many of our ex students
100, assisting in Community Service Organisations.

“LEST WE FORGET”

We remember with reverence today those of our fellow
ex students who paid the supreme sacrifice in service to their
country.

FIRST SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Dandenong West has been fortunate in having many
parents who were always willing 10 assist with school
activities, such as Mothers’ Club, School Committee, work-
ing bees, etc., and we note firstly from the School Committec
minute books the first commitice was elected and commenced
on 17th February, 1926 — Mr. A. Toyne (chairman), Mr.
E. C. Butler (secretary), Mr. E. Cashmore, Mr. .W. B.
Tharle and Mesdames McPherson, Jennings and Wangman.
A few extracts from the minutes worth noting:

Feb. 1926 Neighbouring people be allowed to gel
domestic waler from school.

Mar. 1926 Tenders received for erection of Shelter
Sheds. Mr. W. Brown’s tender for

£141/15/- accepted. .
July 1926 Council to put down footpath, Birawood
Avenue from Potter Street to school.
Nov. 1926 Application for clectricity for school.
July 1927 Dandenong West Station league be granted
use of room for monthly meeting. Fee: 2/-
. per meeting,
June 1931 West Dandenong Athletic Cl?b granted use
of room for meeting.
Feb. 1932 Commitice applied for loan of £2 for 3
' months from Picnic Committee on individual
guarantee.
August 1932 saw the commencement of the envelope
system of monthly voluntary contributions which continued
right up to 1973. Nowadays it is a yearly donation.

LEADING ROLE FOR MOTHERS’ CLUB

e Mothers’ Club, right from the opening day, has
la'gle]d a leading part in the advancement of the school. On
opening day they were that band of 24 ladies who prepared
food and drinks for that multitude of people; and right
through the passing years, they have provided playground
equipment, books for the library, teaching aids, projectors,
orting equipment. elc. What a magnificent record the
?zlajdies have over all these years! Now for a few extracts
from the Club’s minutes: .
1932 45 financial members 1/- per year

'933 30 " » ”» ”n 11)

1934 27 ”» " » n. ” .
April 1931 Children to be entertained at Boomerang

Theatre Empire Day.
July 1932 Euchre parties (0 be held in Memorial Hall.
Ducz 1932 Funds low — could only donate £1 towards
' prizes . -
4s always. the Mothers’ Club, whilst a most cn'\exgeuc'
gcl::l'yhh::l“t‘g;‘ork under direction of School Committee as
far as monies raised were concerned.




It should be stated clearly that Dandenong West, even in
the lean years of the depression, was fortunate to have had a
hard working Mothers' Club providing the monies that were
necessary, and a School Commiltce ever alert to use up all
Departmental subsidies.  This has been the story all through
the years and is still the same today. So, too, the support
from the parents — this was demonstrated in 1974 when a
walkathon was orpanised, raising some $1,800.

NOT ONLY THE 3 R’s

The school over the years has become more than a place
of “the 3 R’s”. We have the seen the following groups formed
in that red brick building:

Dandenong West Station League
Dandcnong West Progress Association
Dandenong West Football Club
Dandenong West Cricket Club
Dandenong West Athletic Club

Dandenong West has been fortunate in the assistance given
by the various State Parliamentarians of the day — Mr.
Frank Groves, Mr. Frank Field, Mr. Ray Wilishire, Mr. Len
Reid and Mr. Alan Lind. To all these gentlemen, on behalf
of Siaff, Parents and Pupils, we say a big “thank you.”

DOWN THROUGH THE YEARS

H.T. CLASSROOMS PUPILS
J. Hillard 8 1925, 229; 1926, 300; 1927,
350; 1928, 361; 1929,-370;
1930, 390: 1932, 380; 1937,
300.
1937-39  S. Little
1939-40 R. Miles
1941-43  G. Doubleday
1943-45  A. Forsyth
1945-46 A, Jack

8

g During these years the atiend-

8

8
1947-49 L. Smith 8 1947, 300; 1948, 375.

10

12

ance did not fluctuate greatly.

1949-50 L. Thomson 1949, 400; 1950, 455,

1951-54 J. Keddie 1951, 570; 1952, 734; 1953,
569; 1954, 552.

1954-69 R. Macdonald 22 From 1955-1957, 609; 1968,
771; 1969, 731.

1970-73  T. Chellew 1970, 724; 1971, 626; 1972,
574; 1973, 578.

1974 W. Maher 1974, 584.

1975 D. Culph 1975, 550.

MORE GROWTH AHEAD?

The above figures show the growth years from 1955 to
1970 even though many news schools were opened within the
area. There is today every possibility of future growth apain,
with the large number of flat permits granted within a short
distance from the school.

TO THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE OUR THANKS . .

In conclusion: On behalf of all those ex pupils who have
attended the celebration functions, we thank the Organising
Committee for the many hours of their time they have given
50 frecly, to make certain that the S0th Anniversary celebra-
tions would be a great success; to Councillor Jan Fothering-
ham who was the instigator, and called the first meeting —
thanks lan for remembering; and (o every member of the
Committee; there could have been no celebrations without

you and your generous support.




COMMITTEE

President, lan Fotheringham; Vice-President, Don Murray;
Sccretary, Margaret Tharle; Treasurer, Jim  Waterman;
Charlie Cooper, Hugh Cooper, Dave Morris, Harry Lard-
ner, Joe Pyke, Gordon Saunders, Daryl Sutherlund, Rodacy
Palmer, Ron Edwards, Harold Vines, Dave Pillar, Mrs.
Reed (Joyce Alexander), Mrs. Morris (Norma Cumpbell),
Mrs. Tucker (lrene Alexander), Mrs. McKinnon (Dorothy
Cooper), Mrs. O'Neill (Marg Collier), Mrs. Graham (June
Cuashmore), Mrs. Goflin (Joun Gardiner), Mrs. Moxham
}Bclh Whiteman), Mrs. Sutherland, Mrs. Wren (Dorothy
arvis).

It is the intention of the Committee to donale any surplus
monies from the celebration functions to the School, for the

purpose of equipment required by present staff and pupils.

a T'H E SIXTH - DECADE

PRINCIPALS: ]| Mr. David Culph
‘ Mr. Trevor Oakley

Mrs. Margaret Short
Mr. Dennis Tonks

[(mMaJoR EVENTS: |

1975 Opening of the new school Library to
coincide with the 50th. Anniversary
celebrations.

Formation of a “"Back to Dandenong West"
Committes, 50th., Anniversary
celebrations including an Open Day at
the sohool. Dinner dance at Menzies
Avenue Hall in North Dandenong.

Our first “"Carols by Candlelight" held
on the school oval. End of year concerts
now held at the Dandenong High School Hall.




School Fete held in October.

Nature garden established adjacent to the
maln entrance of the school. Upgraded
and restructured in 1985 by the State
Schools' Nursery.

Large scale buildings' renovations program
commenced late in 1977.

First major Multicultural Week with a full
Library display.

1978 Renovation program continued to include
re-siting of the toilet block, brick
veneering of the wooden classrooms, renewing
of the ceilings, laying of linoleum on the
floors, renewal of chalkboards in the main
building and renovation of the Library and
1inking of this facility to the main
building with a covered way.

Establishment of an Adventure Playground
with assistance from the Dandenong Council
to form a Community Playground.

Introduction of the Supplementary Grants
Program. Inclusion of the school in

the Facilities Grants Program.

1982-83 Through the Supplementary Grants Program,
the establishment of a "Kalparri"
Committee ("Kalparri" - an aboriginal
word meaning "held carry a heavy load")
to assist with social and welfare
problems. Our first welfare worker
was Mr. Stephen Dorian. The present
welfare worker is Mrs. Anne Tandy and
our program alde since 1983 has been

Mrs. dJan. Sherlock.

Construction of Drop-In-Centre for
parents. Photography development room
established. Renovation of Bristol
puilding to include kitchen, storage and
toilet facilities. Cyclone wire fencing
erected around school boundaries. Benga
Avenue garden area established. Roofing
' ssambly area projeot completed under

a
:goilities Grants Program and $1 for $1

Grants Program.




Computer Room established.

Extensive landscape gardening project
carried out by the State Schools' Nursery
under the Facilities Grants Program.

School Improvement Plan initiated.

Security fencing erected around courtyard/
assembly areas.

Extensive funding provided through the
Facilities Grants Program for a total
upgrade of the Adventure Playground.
Signficant local contributions made
towards new playground equipment.

Additional relocatable classrcom provided
and covered way constructed.

Sixtieth Anniversary celebrations held.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DANDY WEST

We're so very lucky that our school is Dandy West

And we say "Happy birthday"
To the school that is the best.

It's been around for sixty years

For everyone to see

And so we celebrate today

As one big happy family.
in our work and play

We try very hard,

And do the best we can

S0 we enjoy each day -

We all think it's worth it

For every boy and girl

S0 we'll become good citizens

In the future world.

We'll strive to do the best we can

Whatever is the test.

So let's all join together and sing

"Happy birthday Dandy West!"

BiYe;

Mrs. Audrey Lennon

Teacher at Dandenong West
Primary School 1971 - 1985
(and still here)




l— THE BEGINNING OF DANDENONG WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL 1IN 192541 |

Reprint of the report in "The South Bourke and Mornington Journal!
(now "The Dandenong Journal") of the Formal Opening Ceremony of
Dandenong West Primary School on Thursday September Ind, 1925.

FORMAL OPENING CEREMONY:

Wednesday, afternoon, 26th. ult., the Jdate chosen

Ideal aspring weather was experienced on
rected at Dandenong West. Dandenong 1is

for the opening of the aplendid school just e
rapidly expanding in evary direction and 1t has been long evident that one State School

was not nearly sufficient for requirements. Residents, assiated by the Inprovement
Association, have been agitating ainae 1922 for B8 achool at Dandenong West, and a
petition was gsent ta the Department in November of that year, through Mr. F. Groves, M.L.A.
The district inspector, Mr. Burgeas, recommended that the school on a site of nearly 2i
Acres fronting Birdwood Avenue, Jonea Road, and another street, the land being purchased
for £910. It was first intended to erect a school for 300 pupils, but it was found that
it would be necessary to accommodate at least 400. Mr. Toutcher, who was then the
Minister for Education, approved of d tender by Measers. Brockey and Sons at £8,750, and
no time was lost In commencing the work. When the building was well advanced, a
provialonal committes of membersa of the Improvement Association and other residents was
formed to make preparation for a sultable opening ceremony . Numerous meetings were held
and the ladies committee with Mra. Downey as president ,and Mra. Teyne as secretary was
very active. Cr. Butler prasident of the Association and Mr. A. Branaton (he was a local
dentist) secretary were elected Chalrman and Secretary respectively of the provisional
Committee and they, with other members and the ladies committee, spared neilther time nor

trouble to ensure the sucoeaa of the proceedings. Immediately the date of the opening
trict schools was proclaimed by the Shire

was definitely known, & half holiday for dis

Council, invitations being sent to the head teachers and staffs, leading Politlciana and
othera. The Miniater for Education (Sir Alexander Peacock) consented to perform the
opening ceremony. Mr. Groves agread to place the foundation stona.

Great intereat was taken on all gides of the proceedinga and a combined schools pienic
and sports was decided on. It was quickly geen that arrangements would have to be made
to cater for about 1,000 school children, Yad at least an aqual number ol adults,
Residents responded liberally to appeals for cash donatlions and supplies of cakes, meat,
tea, sugar, etc., so that on the appointed day there was enough and to spare for all.
The general arrangements were excellent, the children receiving thelr supplies in large
and Gonvenient paper bags with handlea‘attachod Uhilnscheradultaiere acophmodated at

a large marque, everyone being attended toO without delay or confusion. A Merry-go-round
and ocean wave were engaged, and were well patronised ouLE Ehegalitesn o000 and an Ice-cream
and sweets stall alsc did a thriving business. In addition there were sports and games
for the younger generation who have every reason to remember the gatheﬂing with pleasure.
As anticipated, there were over 2,000 prasent, including 1,000 pupils from Dandenong,
Noble Park, and Bangholme schools nad pandenang High Sehool, and the really great work of
providing for this numbar was carried out in a mannar whioch refleats the highest credit on

all concerned, particularly the ladies Committee.

Perhaps the cnhief attraction of the day was the sghool itaelfl; 1; was literally invaded
all day, everybody making a @ore or lesa ocritical inspection. here was no doubt of
the buildings belns approved, opinions were unanimous that it was alTagnificent bullding,
worthy of the Department and District. The school well desﬁPI:Ba: lthe praise it
received. It is & aplendidly built and imposing Btvuctﬂiana ULl e evatag position,
and with peautiful surroundings, There are eight large © ﬂiridor f 0:2: 2‘ ft. 6ins.

by 24 ft-. also teachera room and office with a long wide Gg R h a space of 10
sq. ft. for each pupil the school will conveniently accommo al ,dand allowance of

3 ft., 420 can be accommodated. Each room has a fire gnacg igd every provision

i de for health, comfort and satisfactory instruction. e bu ing 1a solidly

8L Aaqe d kK with tile roof, and ventilation, ganitation, light and warmth
constructe sovided. Electric light and water are ipstalled, and rittings and furniture
adaquataly 3 dern and approved deacription, and there are oabinets, cupboards, washing
of the mz::nﬂgﬂa taps and othap gonveniencea 1in aasily acoesaible positions.

divided for boya and girls and 18 perhaps a trifle cramped, although

The playground o om at present on the.vacant land adjoining. Thia however 1s naot
thera ls plenty ot rovallablﬂ and the Committee should not delay in urging the Department
1iely o) e aluals 3 for play grounds and probable achool extenslona. A Working Bee
to purchase more AT i Committee planted about 50 Mahogany gums and other trees
consisting of memberd Br L r rounda, and if theoe thrive properly they will be of great
an the southernt atde © also being ornamental, but will need a fair amount of attention.
benerit in & fev yearﬂére provided in the grounds, also necesaary out-buildings.
Several drinking £8P2 " 0 " 4pproval of the school and appointamenta many viasitors
Beatldes exP"j”;i"SJcouillurd of Noble Park school on being appointed the rirat Head
ovongratulate Lot A
Teaocher.
HORE_LAND

had taken in the district and

i{nteraat he
LR v Wwhile the Mintiaster and Hr. Groves

‘groves an &

Cp, < nod 1imented Mr. a
Biigler 8ofh deslred to make sure of mora lan G Y e At e ialaten
said that it was ted that they inspect 8 B '

the speaker BuBESS j aore while it could be bought cheaply.

were there, purchase another

regommpmend to

the Dapartmant to

BANQUET
certained at
Th d Mps Groves, plergymen and other visitors were enterta
e Minister and Mr. 8RS 0 Ttp p)gp preatding:

8 banquet in tha gohool
e, Ve Ry kind efforts of Mrs. Marie Allan)‘

Ohﬁained throug



