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Introduction

Ptt a High School Class reunion in October 2000 |
realised that four of us in attendance had been Grade 2
foundation students of Harisfield State School (as it was
then known), when it opened in July 1955. This triggered
an |nterest in appropriately recognising the School's 50th
Anniversary on July 4, 2005. Most of the School's early
records had been lost due to age and the fire, and others
have privacy embargos, so | set up an Internet site in late
2003 to attempt to recover the lost information and to
locate ex-students in time for the 50th. With the encour-
agement of the School's Principal Fran Luke, a Committee
was formed in February 2004 and set about organising a
celebration day for July 30, 2005. A Committee priority has
been to produce a DVD, but there was also demand for a
book and that seemed to me an appropriate way to
permanently record the information | had collected.

What follows is designed to give a glimpse of the school
through half a century, in a way that most readers should
find something of interest. It does not pretend to be a
definitive "History of Harrisfield Primary School”. That
would require ten times as many pages. Rather, it is a
collection of snippets about the school, gleaned flrom the
archived records and contributed information. Interspersed
are many reminiscences and photos, mostly provided by
individuals associated with the school during its lifetime.

Being primarily about the school and school days, the
curious reader should not seek "life after" tales here.
Some ex-students have led lives of bliss, others lives of
tragedy, some have gone on to be self-made millionaires
others self-made criminals. Others have lived lives o'f
fulfilment, inspiration, or nonentity, but this book is not a
platform for comparing one with another. Sadly many are
now deceased: one for every 10 to 20 ex-students located.

A separate section of this book had been planned
devoted to "Parent Participation”, as modern parlance has:
it. In fact the school has been so closely dependent upon
the participation of parents throughout its life that it proved
impossible to separate the numerous references to their
enormous contribution from the yearly summaries within.

The same applies to the rich multicultural history of the
school, which flavours the text, but could occupy chapters.

Some information within is incomplete or unconfirmed
because of Privacy Laws. The inhibiting costs and comp-
lexities of FOI applications prevented clarifying research.

Without question many individuals and events are
simply not recorded in the available archives, so miss out
on mention in this book. The Committee, Mothers' Club
and School Council have held 500 to 1000 formal
meetings over the years, not all documented, indicating
the scale and difficulty of the task. Information is unlikely
to have been included within unless a source document
was available, be it just an emailed reminiscence. Calls for
recollections were widely promulgated but, as one
correspondent put it, obtaining information has been "like
pulling hen's teeth". Much that was promised was not
forthcoming and much more arrived in a last minute rush
too late to be incorporated. Budgetary and time constraintsl
limited not just the size of the printed book as you see it,
but the ability to chase after promised content. A special
attempt has been made to include all reminiscences
received in time that related in some way to the school.
Editing was otherwise limited to anything that might cause
offence or embarrassment. As the editor | accept
responsibility for the content finally selected, but apologise
for omissions and inaccuracies and reassure readers that
all editing has been done in good faith.

Unless otherwise acknowledged, photos and documents
used may be assumed to be from the school's collection.

Allan Stark, June 2005



Pride and Values at Harrisfield Primary School

The Principals' Page

The Principal's Message

Harrisfield Primary will be fifty in July 2005. This
significant event is certainly a cause for celebration.
Anniversary plans commenced in February 2004 with the
formation of a Planning committee, ably led by Mr Allan
Stark, who commenced as a Grade 2 student at Harrisfield
in 1955. As with any celebration, the preparations have
become as important and as special as the event itself.
The motto selected for the anniversary is ‘Educational
Excellence since 1955’. This signifies the continual
striving made by any particular group of participants within
the Harrisfield Community at any given time over the fifty
years of its existence.

As the time of the anniversary draws closer, there has
been an increasing number of visitors to the school to
assist with the planning or to enquire about the planned
festivities. It has been my great privilege to meet and talk
with these former teachers, students or parents. It has
been wonderful to hear the colourful stories of times gone
by. The common theme that emerges is of success,
humour, comradeship and of course the occasional
tragedy. As | compare the stories that arise of early days
with our current day activities, it is amazing how the
similarities of purpose’ are highlighted. The parents who
established the initial links with the Education Department
and urged ministers to approve plans for the building of
Harrisfield, demonstrated the same strong commitment as
our current parent group who have worked hard to
improve the standards of our aging buildings and grounds.
The marching team and sports teams of the 1950s were
just as determined to achieve success as are our current
Choir, Chess Club and sporting teams. Without the aid of
administrative staff, the teachers of 1955 extended energy
and enthusiasm to provide the best education for their
pupils, just as the staff certainly does in 2005.

A school is only ever as good as the people who contri-
bute to it. Judging from the anecdotes that | have been for-
tunate to hear and read about, from people who have had
close connections to Harrisfield over 50 years, | am left in
no doubt that this ordinary state school has been blessed
by the many extraordinary people who have combined to
make the school what it is today. Of the contributors sg far
to Harrisfield's history, students and teachers alone totg|
nearly 8000. This is a substantial number over a relatively
short 50 years. One can only wonder at the impact Harris-
field has had on the lives of each of these 8000 people.
Whilst there will be many changes that will undoubted[y
occur in the next 50 years at Harrisfield, | have every
confidence that ‘educational excellence’ will continue to be
the driving force that links the future to the past.

I commend this 50th anniversary commemorative bogk
to you and | am positive that you will find much to enjoy as
you read of Harrisfield’s journey so far. Harrisfield's 50th
birthday on July 30th 2005 will be a truly memorable event
(the actual date of Harrisfield's commencement was July
4th 1955) and | thank most sincerely all members of the
planning committee who have worked tirelessly to bring
this celebration to fruition.

Fran Luke, Principal October 1999 to present.

Logos and sportswear symbols

Head Teachers and Principals

Permanent appointees and those who acted between, not
including those who acted during an incumbent's absence.

F::{u Mr S. T. Dare
July 1955 - September 1955 (temporary)

]

i{ : Mr W. H. Garnet Collins

A September 6, 1955 - July 5, 1957
B ey

Mr R. Geoff Charlton
July 1957 - December 1957 (acting)

Mr John Watson
1958 - March 31, 1963

Mr Wally J. Smith
April 1, 1963 - October 1974

Miss Dorothy Jukes
1974 (acting)

Mr Sydney J. Reed
1975

Mr Robert (Bob) Macdonald
February 1976 - February1980

Mrs Maureen Hagan
early 1980 and early 1981 (acting)

Mr Walter P. Burston
April - December 1980

Mr John J. Harris
June 1981 - 19086

Mr Bruce Thomas
1986 - 1989

Mr William S. (Bill) Thomson
1990 (acting)

Miss Christine Dalton
1991 - 1994

Mr Glenn Staunton
1994 2nd term only

M
Phot,
‘"#‘ Mrs Lynne Williams
1994 - August 1998

Miss Jan Banks
Aug - September 1998 (acting)

Mr Ray Heathcote
October 1998 - September 1999 (acting)

Mrs Fran Luke
October 1999 - current

School Pride

1950s and 1960s

. : T
At Monday morning assemblies, standlpg
attention "with right hand on left breast’, the
student population sang "God Save The
Queen" and recited:

"l love God and my counlry

| will honour the flag

| will serve the Queen

and cheerfully obey my parents, teachers and

the law"

before marching to their classrooms in step to
martial music.

1970s and 1980s

i driving force
Teacher Keith Brereton, the
b:ﬁ;d musical appreciation and _dgvelopmen:
at the school, composed the o'rlgmal sc;hoc:j
song in 1977. Teacher Judy Skinner assiste

with the words:

i lit Australia
We are the children of sun
Mighty land where the people can be’afrr;rfji
Where children come from so many
To live and work in harmony
Here at school we play in open sp?g;sds
Midst the peaceful green of Harrisfi

(Chorus)

From the joys we f]haggm

With the friends who :
And the helpful words that are Isa’.(rjn
We leam to live and we live to lea

For the changing future ahead.

1990s and 2000s

The current school song is "The Spirit of
VH\irrr(iissﬁzlr?d music by Mr J. Labrooy.
We are strong :ngﬂ u;i;e free

?’ﬁgrgg g;eng;c!? here we leamm
As we grow and grow each day

Loyal friends
We've made
Best friends

We'll be forever more

Through the years that we ipgggm
Let us make each day coun

As we work and we play

Let us join in and all say

here right at school

Best friends 3
We'll be forever mol
it's the spirit of Harrisfield

|
l

The School's Values (established 2001)

Harrisfield Primary School Agreed Values (ACE)

We all agree to engender frust and respect
between all members of the school community through
agreement, communication and equity (ACE) as described below.

Eq uity

Agreement means:

* Moking dedisions together + Educating is our priority

ommunication

& Keeping up to date with curent . " ! )
inftiotives, policies and progroms + Loving our Kids’is o necessity

+ Reviewing poliies regularly
+ Participeting with enthusiasm
+ Meeting individual needs

+ Observing afl school rules

+ Providing e sofe learning environment

with uniform classroom mancgement

Communication means:
+ Communicating cpenly and honestly  + Listening without interrupting
« Participoting in schoo! octivities
+ Using diories regularly

+ Responding fo requests in
Newsletter or notices

§ o Using humour appropriately
nvolvi knowledging oth

o lnpuig < o o < Ensuring oll messages are clear
+ Encouraging an open door policy and sucdnct

o Showin, g o ﬂ'lﬁ'd’f and mmg'
amiude

+ Providing tronslations or interpreters

" Equity means:

greement

j . ol nasde + Effectively using support services
. ¢ Comideiing indrkdy within the scioal and beyond
3 i cRfach bRy + Purchasing resources to improve

s Bk knowledge of other cultures
+ Encouroging the ',rohqv_e o Estabfithing reafistic and e
input into school charter and policies goals ol
TWRI‘-’:';‘-'HELU o + Informing community of schea! « Obsarving refevnt codes of
. i goais and policies bébaviour
o Members fecling able to express + Sbteting s e Ob
themseives and be heord by others thise b misd




1949-1955

In March 1927 a telegraph office was opened in Mrs E.
Miles' store on Dandenong Road, with a public telephone
connection to Dandenong. The associated new postal
district was named Harrisfield after Edgar Harris. He had
farmed on the north side of Dandenong Road since 1895,
was a Dandenong North Riding councillor 1910-39 and 4
times Shire President. The store on the south side of the
road was on the corner of Hutton's estate, which included
the land on which Harrisfield School now stands. By the
1950s Sid Harris and his wife ran the post office / general
store / petrol stop. Sid's sister Mrs Eyres farmed over the
road and had an early involvement with the kindergarten.

The story of the school at Harrisfield formally began on
20/2/1949 with a letter to the Education Department from
Mr A. McNab, Hon. Sec. of the Dunblane Road Improve-
ment Committee. (The next secretary was Syd Bainbridge
who passed away on 29/5/2005. Syd's children later
attended the school and he taught there from 1966-70.)
The Noble Park School's cessation of Grades 7 and 8,
population growth, travel distances and the dangers of
youngsters crossing Heatherton Road were cited as
reasons for a new school. Their Committee suggested as
a locality "either Bowmore or Callander Roads".

Complying with Education Department requirements, in
late May 1949 the Committee canvassed what became
the school's original catchment (Mile Creek to Heatherton
Road to Princes Hwy to Corrigan Road to Mile Creek),
recording 115 children, of whom 55 were still under school
age (37 of those recorded eventually attended the school).

On 77711949 the MLA Mr W. R. Dawnay-Mould
presented the consequent "petition" to the Minister of
Education inviting the latter to tour the district and a few
weeks later the District Inspector Mr Weir was asked to
select a suitable site. On 19/9/1949 Mr Weir submitted his
"Application for Establishment of a State School —
Inspector's Report”, recommending a 4 lot, 5 acre site
extending between Fintonia and Ellendale Roads, behind
the lots fronting Dandenong Road, but this was rejected as
“waterlogged" in December, after Public Works inspection.

On 10/7/1950 Mr Weir recommended the locality that
forms the basis of today's Harrisfield School site. Hisg
recommendation comprised 6 lots (see plan). With some
concerns about drainage, the Public Works Department
approved the site in September.

In March 1951 the Education Department recom-
mended a group of officials should inspect all suitable
sites in the area, but this didn't take place until August 2.
One official was Mr O. C. Phillips, Assistant Chief
Inspector of Primary Schools, who immediately reported:
"South of the Prince's (sic) Highway there are
approximately 1,000 allotments in various sub-divisions,
and dwellings are being erected at a rapid rate. |t jg
obvious that a primary school is essential on the south of
the Highway to cater for the school population in this area
alone.....|_would strongly recommend that immediate
action be taken to purchase the area of approximately 614
acres on the south of the Highway. This is the sjte
recommended by the D.I...." (his emphasis). It had
previously been deemed "foolhardy to jeopardise the lives
of children” by requiring them to cross the Highway.

Negotiations with owners began early November 1951,
the cost estimated at £4213, and acquired as follows:

e cnr Dandenong & Callander Rds: Lot 138 LP 8370, (1
acre). Owners Mr W. & Mrs A. Lucas accepted £1528
including improvements, these being a "poorly constryc-
ted cottage" (£550) and "40'x12' fowl pen" (£200). Poultry
was raised in large numbers on several properties in the
area and many homes had a back yard "chook sheg" for
fresh eggs and meat. The transfer was registered on
15/1/52, but they stayed until 14/7/52, for £1 a week rent

Sold for £60, the buildings were removed 17 months later.

Founding the School at Harrisfield

e fronting Callander Rd: Lot 178 LP 8370 (2.1 acres).
From Nov. 1951 until July 1953 owner Mr G. C. Masson
made a number of claims countering offers for his vacant
land. With no amicable agreement reached, a Notice to

Treat was served on 18/11/53. £765 ("under protest”) was

accepted and the transfer registered on 12/5/54, by which

time Callander Rd had been "roughly surfaced with metal”.

o fronting Dandenong Road: Lot 137 LP 8370 (1 acre)

& Lot 6 LP 19688 (0.5 acre). Owner Mr E.P.A. Schreuder

had his house on Lot 1 and was establishing "Walter Blom

and Son Ltd, seed and bulb growers", on Lots 2-6 & 137,

those initially selected for the school site. Over a protrac-

ted period he strongly argued his requirement for at least 2

acres of land and suggested other land for the school. In

June 1952 agreement was reached that only Lots 6 and

137 be acquired and instead the rear of properties fronting

Bowmore Road (and one frontage) be purchased to reach

the necessary land requirement. Notice to Treat (Compul-

sory acquisition) papers were served on him on 16/11/53.

The transfer was settled on 13/12/54 for £1914 (incl. 10%

compensation). £150 was offered towards fencing costs.

Notices of the intent to purchase portions of lots fronting

Bowmore Rd were sent in September 1953, surveyed

soon after and offers made. Most were built on, with sheds

or chook sheds on the areas required. Purchased were:

e Part Lot 2 LP 24008, (0.04 of 0.23 acres), G. Wood &
Dora Edwards, £5, transfer registered 13/1/55.

e Part Lot 3 LP 24008, (0.10 of 0.30 acres), D. Wilson,
£20, settled prior to 22/11/55.

° Part Lot 4 LP 24008, (0.17 of 0.36 acres), Luigi
Gondolo, £30, transfer registered 24/2/55.

° Part Lot 140 LP 8370, (0.49 of 1 acre), Leonard Rose
quickly accepted £100, but settlement was delayed
uptil 1955 because a concurrent two-lot subdivision of
his remaining half acre created easement problems.

e Part Lot 141 LP 8370, (0.72 of 1 acre), Mrs E. Wilson,
£287_, registered 18/11/54. The southern quarter acre
was included to give access to Bowmore Road. Orig-
inally to be a 66' wide throughway, a shed across the
planned boundary forced the final width to be 60 feet.

* Part Lot 142 LP 8370, (0.49 of 1 acre), Walter G. &
Grace E. Saunders, £100, transfer settled 25/5/55.

The final total land area was 6.6 acres and the cost £4749.
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Composite Plan by Allan Stark 2005

On 10/12/1952 the Harrisfield and District Progress

ésso_ciation had been formed, with Mr G. Masson as
; rtemdent anq Mr L. Turner as Secretary. Many parents of
uture  Harrisfield  students attended and during

January 1953 the Association (Mr R. Wright then H(_)n.
Sec.) started applying more pressure to the Educz:mon
Department and local politicians to have .the schopl built.
Local parents had to enrol their little beginners at
Springvale North, Dandenong West or Noble Park Primary
Schools. Those without older siblings were enrolled at
Noble Park. This was a long walk as the new (1953) Infant
School was quite a distance further along Buckley Street
from the main school. Harrisfield children had first to walk
all the way to the Noble Park railway viaduct and across
the main roads. Unlike today, in those days many children
walked all the way unaccompanied. Enroute distractions
were many, like the noisy sawmill on Kelvinside Road.
Responding to a motion put at a Prc_)gress A‘SSOCIatl.On
meeting, the Education Department replied that its specific
plans were for "a two-roomed school to Iqe built as soon as
practicable". Realising two rooms were insufficient for the
number of potential students, ‘members asked f:.he
Progress Association to .f;ubmlt to the Educz:tlon
Department a more appropriate number than th_e 150
children eligible for enrolment" fhat they had submitted on
3/6/1953. The Committee believed parents were over-
stating the numbers, so a few mothers (Mrs Evans, Mrs
Legge and Mrs Stark) set out and w_snted every home in
the district in late winter 1953, recording the names, ages
(for the 1954 school year) and addresses of every child
within the school zone. At 310 potential students, the
numbers were surprising, more even than had been anti-
cipated. The Progress Association was asked to Subl]‘;‘llf a
copy of the lists to the Education Department. With these
figures, on 11/12/1953 District Inspector Streader recogq~
mendefd six rooms and the Education Departmegt agreed.
Things were Very difficult in those days, ecs_tusc?j a
large number of new schools.(spﬂﬂg‘fﬁ:'e tHr?hl;IE?:’r;ri;
nong North and the new Junior school at No )
ded to be built on 2a limited Education budget an
::?riseﬁem did not appear very high on the prrgnty list.
During 1953 Mrs Stark had been appomtelzd ?(nt?r?ry
istant Secretary of the Association, h_er sole task being
Asmstand t the building of the school higher up the list.
S g gi?flPs for the district were contacted, without
Alrl] thg onse, except for Mr Roy Rawson (MLC) from
Hablart did'a magnificent job and Harrisfield School
Upwey. He debt of gratitude for the way he worked for the
owes him a f a great deal of pressure through Parliament
school. He pu s u% Every Friday the Assistant Secretary
toihury Y eiiher the District Schools inspector (Mr
il blic Works Department. The pres-

Clive Streaden) or I1® 7 tion members were informed that

Associa G
f}'lljt;?r gcczglggflvf;: now close to the top of the priority list.

i ks Department was asked
il 1954 the Pubhc_Wor : :
to I;dﬁg:tlilse the construction tender "as soon as prac

i school at last comm_enced on
ficablef, Congtacl - th?‘lone calls were continued, so

kly p :

14/10/1954. The wee Any problem was
o be kept moving. :

:hit the bl;;;,!dhhnrgR»:a:lgn and dealt with very quickly. About
aken up

were | T

i ident), the Shire Engineerland a
Mr Billings (the Shire president) e Wvivand icuiis

th e site vh\;lorlés to be
decided that the o Once again Mr Rawson
done before éh:ori%r:i?gé ?rF.} 3:ne the work was (;1omplei.:gi
took it up an field parents concerned were werglw1 ;gpiome
All 'the I-!arr|5| e ot have s attgn s ?\l s some
their children WThe Noble Park, Sp(tngvale g b3
K awe‘aJs\/J. t schools were looking fom'?:jf ang thii
Dandenong _ es i ey overcrow e '
school opening 25 when Harrisfield-resident

would give them some na;lln'-zfn Rl
students were relocated to the

Founding the School at Harrisfield

During construction a notice had appeared in the local
paper inviting all Harrisfield parents to a meeting to
appoint a school committee. Suspicions were aroused that
the District Inspector had an agenda to support existing
schools at the expense of a new one. Attending were
former teachers Mrs Stark and Mrs Turner, who had both
headed one-teacher schools. They knew a school com-
mittee could not be formed until the school was opened
and every parent had been notified and given the opport-
unity to make nominations. Interjecting with this know-
ledge, they overturned the Inspector's motion to form a
school committee. A Parents and Citizens Association was
approved instead. This was formed on 23/3/1955 with Mr
A. Stebbing as President and Mrs Stark as Secretary, but
its only function was to raise money for the school - £100,
a considerable sum at the time ($6050 today, based on
comparing the RBA average male wage, then and now).

In June 1955 Mrs Stark had a visit from Mr Hartup, the
head teacher of the Noble Park School, who informed her
that it had been decided by the District Inspector and
apparently approved by the Education Department, that
Harrisfield children would not be attending the new school.
Dandenong North, recently opened with no site works,
was seriously overcrowded and it had been decided that
their children would be bussed to Harrisfield. Imagine the
parents' feelings after all the work that had been done! Mr
Rawson was contacted. Knowing of the parents' hard
work, he was just the one to take it up in Parliament.

That week a notice in the Dandenong Journal advised
of a meeting to be held at the Dandenong North School to
discuss the school situation. Although advertised as a
public meeting there were attempts to discourage Mrs
Evans and Mrs Stark, who had decided to attend.

When the school business came up, Mr Rawson had
done an excellent job in officially promoting the Harrisfield
School. Although the District Inspector's priorities were to
the district's existing schools, in the end he had no option
but to back down on the bussing decision. He instead
asked if parents would be content for only the Harrisfield
infants to go to the new school. The two mothers were not
prepared to co-operate, as everything had been dope in
such an underhand way. Except for Mr Hartup's inter-
vention they would never have known of the changes until
they were a fait accompli. They answered that they would
not be satisfied unless all Harrisfield children (excluding
Grade 6) attended. The school was to open in Ju[y, so
there was no good purpose in moving Grade 6 childl-ren
from their other schools. By agreement the Education
Department could then fill up any remgining space.
Questioned by the meeting as to how Harrisfield had got
its site works done, Mr Streader recounted that "when
things are tight the creaking door gets tr)e oil" and advised
Dandenong North parents to follow Harrisfield's example.

When the school opened on the 4/7/1955 the local
roads were mostly unmade and became boggy hazards in
wet weather. There was no TV or sewerage and very few
homes had refrigerators. Milk was delivered daily by horse
drawn milk cart, "dunny trucks" collected once a week
from the many houses without septic tanks and the Collie
family delivered ice door-to-door weekly in 10kg blocks.

These two pages donated in kind by
Lynn Humphreys (nee MacQueen),
ex-student 1960-65, who sourced
and donated copies of many of the
historical files used. Lynn now does
family history research for a fee —
contact her on (03) 9332 4755 or by
" email at Rosslynn@optusnet.com.au




The 1950s

1955

Harrisfield State School opened.
Melbourne's first parking meters installed (April).

e July 4, 1955: Harrisfield School opened for Grade 5
with lower grades progressively enrolled over the next
week. 183 students were enrolled. Contemporary sources
list the staff as Mr S.T. Dare (Head Teacher), Miss G.
Pamphilon (Infant Mistress), Mr Brian O'Neill, Mrs Gladys
Allinson, Mrs Joan Fibakiewicz and Miss Leonart.

New Harrisfield
School Opens
With 183 Papils

The new Harrisfield State
Scheol got away to a good
start with an enrolment of
183 pupils. The intake was
staggered. Twelve: new
pupils were admitted,

-Members of the staff are:
Mr. S. T. Dare (H.T.), Miss G,
Pamphilon (Infant Mistress),
Mr. B. O'Neill, Miss Leonart,
Mrs. Allison and Mrs. Fibakie-
wicz.

Dandenong Journal July 13, 1955

e August 8: School Committee formed: The inaugural
meeting was held on August 8, 1955. Mr Ray Armstrong
was elected Chairman, Mr Fred Tilley Secretary, Mr Stuart
Paterson vice-Chairman and Mr Bill Stark Treasurer. The
other inaugural Committee members were Messrs Cogley,
Hocking and Schubert, the latter later responsible for the
planting of all the paper bark trees, a long time feature of
the school. (Messrs Armstrong and Tilley remained office
bearers for many years, while Mr Stark stood down when
his term expired in 1958, his wife having been appointed g
teacher at the School. Other Committee regulars in the
first 5 years included Messrs Armitage, Carpenter,
Crompton, Dunham, Hayes, Matheson, Pitcher and Ward.)

At the inaugural meeting a "card system" for monthly
voluntary contributions was passed, the telephone applied
for and topics discussed included the purchase of library
supplies, a piano, projector, public address system,

plasticine and toilet paper. The Rola Company who owned

The 1950s at Harrisfield State School

land across the Highway opposite Callander Rd were
thanked for their £50 donation to the school.

Mothers' Club formed with 35 members from the 140
families. Mrs D. Stark elected President, Mrs M. Harris
Secretary and Mrs Evans Treasurer. Founding members
still around included Mrs Nicholson and Mrs Veal. These
and other parents worked very hard over the years to
benefit the school. The Mothers' Glub sold rolls for lunches
on Monday mornings for sixpence each and committed to
raising £100 for books by the end of first term in 1956.

° August 15: Parkfield Football Club was thanked for
donating "one used football" to the school!

®  September 6: Permanent Head Teacher Mr W. H. G.
(Garnet) Collins replaced temporary HT Mr Dare at the
start of term 3. Other permanent staff who arrived were
Miss Edna Carroll (Infant Mistress) and Mrs Ida Annear.

e Sept-Nov: The Committee's voluntary contributions
scheme raised £19/15/3 (Sept), £18/15/3 (Oct) and
£1717110 (Nov). Approvals were given for subsidised
purchases of 6 bookshelves, duplicator and floor polisher.
®  October 17: Committee bought “cricket equipment".

°  October 24-27: The Inspector's Report stated that the
school hgd 6 classrooms. One of them and a staffroom
were being used for 2 grades from Dandenong North
School_. "Large areas have been asphalt covered... two
splepdld_ shelter sheds have been erected... boundary
fencing is very necessary... (and) the infant department
has the benefit of a piano.... A Social Service League and
school banking are operating and Gould League activities
are being encouraged." 199 of 204 pupils were in
attendance during his visit.
e November 7 Committee Minutes reported:

- The Mothers' Club gave £25 as its first instalment in
its £100 library book commitment.

- The Committee purchased a 16mm movie projector
and films, paying for the £28 difference between a
Departmental issue one and "one that will show films
under all lighting conditions™ The projector was used
at the School and for fund raising film nights at Tilley's
Garage (cnr Chandler Rd and Princes Hwy)
Youngsters from the period remember those nights as

a social highlight of the era when televis;
: visio
unknown commodity in Australi oo en

1956
Melbourne Xv| O]

; ympic Games -
First TV brdadeos Nov 22 - Dec 6.

t in Melbourne (GTV9 Sep 27).

° At the start of the sch
our own with all Grade
North Dandenong ¢
children who are 5 y
peen admitted". The
Instruction,

ool year the school was "100%
s from 1 to 6. Rooms occupied by
hildren have been vacated and
ears old on or before this date have
I Inspector recorded that "Swimming
] rellguo.us training, inter-school sports and
g al service training etc are encouraged".

February 20: Urgent request

L

for extra classrooms.

" The 1950s

: Fete raised £86 for library books.
: AtF ;?;ugti.zvsvhen the first additions to_ the schooliwere
being arranged, Mr Collins (who by t{\is time was dylnghof
cancer) and Mr Roy Rawson (MLA) dnsgussed the fact that
no room was capable of being turned into a Idouble room
for infant assemblies etc. That was Mr Collins' last reque:v.t
and Mr Rawson's last successful effort on the School's
behalf. Mr Collins did not survive to see this completed.
s Dorothy Stark, parent, ex-teacher 1957-61 & 1968-6'59_
e February onwards: Head Teacher Mr Garnet CzT:nIhns
had lengthy periods off sick - M_r Jolhn Goyfan acted l_fls,r »
e Feb/Mar: Voluntary contributions raised £39/ : |
and Social Service raisder(j: £5/5/0d each for Roya
i 's Hospital and Red Cross. ‘
?hlldl\azr:;hl-l& Epnrolmenl 261 (|3n17 ;:Basg rgzrc:‘u7ps(.3\:gtré 5Grgdr§
i m (Prep 41, Gr ! , !
2?6(;?5%?;;&0)((50; Distri_ct Inspector recom_rr}endeacjllz
ne;m classrooms for 1957, divided by foldm_g partltll)on wd ]
e March 9: Committee requested erection of boun arz
fences, there being none on the: road. fronft?r?e ant"
"existin'g scraps of barbed wire fer!cmg, relics ob e Zﬁzd
elsewhere. They also requeﬁttehd iléﬁgtoﬁg?:s; e op
e :
I.J P toMi?‘c':v:—lo{ g:R??a;qtuher:tu gIodged for highway-frontage
shrubbery to reduce traffic noise and sun glare.Ore SEa
e March 29: Mr Collins requested 2 'OL m 10 :
sited to bring the school no closer to the highway A
) - "?’Egl gfrﬁ:ﬁ::g been equipped in Marcw with an "up-
to-date radio and public address systm -available
- School pullovers were shortly to bec% gaveia L,
Mothers' Club forwarded £60, being st
_ Thet of the promised £100, and committed to raising
e £100 in 1956 (Mrs Hagan now Hon Sec). -
anothe_rﬂee authorised Mr Collins to purchase “10
- Conn;'rzlte slabs to hold 30 push cycles, at 15:5 ea::h .
Ec;assrooms at capacity — The Educatlclm rzzm"s\’ s
_ ted to accelerate building of new class I ;
iy remony and wreath laying in assembly area.
- Ggiaﬁ 'cePlea for extra classrooms: "The Harrisfield

< i ill not be able to
i full to capacity and ‘f‘,"
Sl ke of children in July”.

handl\lfat;li 1n 'eLXtolr;:IaShires directed Education Department
° . -

to construct right-of-way through to Bowmore ';;asd-

ocC 16: Approval given for 2 new rflassro =

. yvay ki —scheme of contributions raised £15 :?an :g.

. B:aeuti},ication scheme Pfopojei;%ufz?;:‘{‘o i
.Committee requested sch
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This page was donated by Warwick
Armstrong, who was the fourth
student to be enrolled at Harrisfield
.| School when it opened. He com-

| pleted Grade 6 in 1958. Warwick did

an apprenticeship as a sheet metal
% Worker and today has his own air-

W ¥ conditioning and heating business.

4, June 1956

Newsletter No. 4, _ :

13 Mothers' Club meeting notice advertised that
: Jungn téa il be eaC srxpencet. re-fence boun-
Afte;no 14- £139/15/- tender accepted to

° une 14:

ioini to Bowmore Road).
G S 1%1 (adj::ir;t]gg ?r?:::gg the Shire (SV&NP) Rf?jr
ML Ct0 rz';]th from Harrisfield store to Chandler
constructing f?DF'FI)m show in Tilley's "Nable Park Ga;:agle
o August 3 g highway) raised £25 for the sc o
o Chandtle*r_lz;d Teacher Mr Collins wasdhozgn;ﬂugf }
* Auguss le erected - Bl
o August '2'. Nngsg?%cr’l’; 11%'33) plant tret:s alp“c; from his
;ick S:gtl\eflTCirtlin.s thanked the Committee for this.
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o September 28: Ampol Petroleum presented a “fine
picture show" in Tilley's Garage - £21 raised for school.

e October 11: Mothers' Club presented £100 cheque for
library books (Hon. Sec: Mrs Phyllis Paterson).

e  QOctober 26: Tenders for new classrooms to be called
"In the next few weeks". One quote - £3850.

e October 29: Concerns about lack of fire equipment.

e November 7: Heater to be replaced by improved unit.
e November 9: Fund raising film night at Tilley's Garage
with 5 films supplied by Victorian Railways.

e December 3: Dandenong North School Committee
accepted a proposal to send two grades of _Harrisﬁeld
children to that school for part of 1957, "owmg_tql the
increasing number of children in the Harrisfield district".

e December 7: Plans for the new rooms failed to
provide the requested folding dividing wall. Ap ailiqg Mr
Collins sent a letter to the Ed. Dept. requesting inclusion.

e During 1956 many works requested by tl’}e 'School
and Committee were refused due to their low priority, in a
statewide context. during this busy era of construction.

1957

Sputnik was launched: the first artificial satellite.

e Mr Geoff Charlton appointed to school an_d fills in as
acting Head Teacher prior to Mr Collins' death in July, and
afterwards until the arrival of Mr John Watson in '!958.
e January 24: School's burglary coverage increased
from £724 to £1086, for a premium of £6/10/0d.
e  February: Fete. : 3
e March 17: Final approval for folding _d'oor divider
between an existing room and one of 2 additional rooms
"now being erected", for infant department use, following
further pressure from Roy Rawsovn MLA, 3 days prior. '
o April 2: Shire of SV&NP advised that the‘Cl.ommmees
request to extend the footpath from Harris's sitore to
Corrigan Rd would be "put in hand a.t an early date".
e April 4: School Committee elections.
e May 7-10: Inspector's Report:

- 293 of 334 enrolled children were present. _

- Grade 5 and composite Grade 5&6 were being daily

bussed to Dandenong North, due to lack of rooms.

- School bank deposits averaged £12 per week total.

- Social Services League had donated £}37 to charities.
e  Given the political correctness prevai!ing 40—_50 years
later, it is disturbing to read the Inspeptor_s reporting of the
"retardancy"” levels at the school during its ﬁrs.tl 10 years.
Large numbers of students were described as ‘retardant :
generally those older than the class average (i.e. roughly
half the class!). Those with @ poor command of English
also seemed to be included in this description, as many
came from countries with later school starting ages.
e June 3: Two new classrooms occupugd. ‘
e July: Head Teacher Mr Gamet Collins dleg and the
Committee authorised a "token of fememl:france be hung
in the school — the "Collins corner" rnsla.llataon.
e August 22: Education week open‘nlght.
¢ November 4: Committee authorised Cup Day as a
holiday & noted the school signboard had been erected.

This page was donated by Johanna
Hieatt (nee Van Wonderen), known
A at school as Hannie. Arriving from
Holland in 1954 with no English, Jo
was the oldest foundation student.
She lived 18 years in NZ. Widowed,
she continues to run a butchers
| shop in Qld with one of her 2 sons.

"




_ The 1950s
1958

)’arraman Park Primary School opened. First
integrated circuit ("computer chip") was built.

: . April 23: Asphalt paths, concrete channels and
drainage construction recommended at a cost of £1013.
e May 1: Authority was given for an asphalt path from
the school buildings to Bowmore Road, clearing of weeds
and blackberries, filling behind the shelter sheds and
paving and drainage near the new classrooms.
e May 12: Committee elections: Mr Armstrong (Pres.),
Mr Carpenter (VP), Mr Armitage (Treas.), Mr Tilley (Sec.).
e June: Inspector's Report:

- 359 of 384 students in attendance.

- Social Service assisted the Cancer Appeal and

Oakleigh Mentally Retarded Children.

e July 14: Complaints that the heating could not cope
with the extra rooms.
®  August: New sound projector (£252) & cabinet (£23).
° September 16: Yarraman Park School opened,
Harrisfield school children living generally east of Chandler
Road moved to the new school with many friendships lost,
October: The school's burglary cover was renewed for
£1520 of contents, principally piano & new projector (each
£250), and library books and PA system (each £200).

1959

Australia's population reached 10 million.

° April 1: Complaints to Shire re sullage flooding the
playground from adjoining properties.

°  April: Inspector reported 290 of 338 children present.
e July 4: On the school's fourth anniversary, the wife of
Head Teacher John Watson died.

®  July: Mr Schubert planted out the highway frontage.

® August 3: Advice received that north boundary drajn-
age would be fixed when Callander Road constructed.

e November 2: Cricket materials purchased (£19).

° December 22: Enrolment 333 and Inspector (Mr
Holden) applied for 2 new classrooms.

19508 Reminiscences

° 'Johanna Hieatt (nee Van Wonderen). 1955-56

| arrived in Australia from Holland in 1954, had 2 weeks at
qun Iris State School and ... attended Dandenong West
until Harrisfield was opened. | was in the 5th Grade with
Mr Goyen (who is on the right in the 1956 Grade5&6 photo
on page10). There were not many of us from Dandenong
West, the rest were from Noble Park. The school grounds
were not yet finished. Mr Collins was our Headmaster until
he became sick and Mr Goyen took over as acting Head! |
was the oldest pupil there as they had sent us back g
grade when my sister Greta and | started school, as we
coul_d not s;peak English. | can remember a busload of
pupl!s coming every day from Dandenong North - that
continued until the end of 1955. They had their own class-
room as we did not need that at the time. My parents early
on also cleaned the school for a while. Mr Goyen also took
English classes at night. When | turned 16 in the 6th
Qrade my father sent me out to work. Mr Goyen got me a
job in the office of Rickards Carrying Co. In the latter part
of 1956 we (the 6th grade) had our classes in the room
next to the office - not much room | must admit. We had a
lady teacher who lived in Callander Road across from the
school (Mrs Watson). | can remember coming back after 2
weeks at work and joining the rest of the school to go to
the Melbourne Olympics and saw Betty Cuthbert win her
2nd gold medal - a great day.

‘m
Y
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e  Mary Glover (nee Paterson), ex-student 1955-56.

| was one of the first students to roll up from Dandenong
West for the first assembly for grade 5, 1955 at Harrisfield.

°  Sue Coulson (nee Paterson), ex-student 1955-59.
My father and mother Stuart and Phyllis Paterson were

involved fr_om the beginning. We were all very excited
about Hamsﬁeld as we knew so much through the efforts
that was put inio getting it off the ground. Mary and myself
attended Dandenong West and couldn't wait for Harrisfield
;O open, then all of a sudden there was a hitch. They
Ii\?;id\?vd on the boundaries_and Chandler road where we
e 35 one. Those who lived on the Noble Park side of
e g tcould attend and those on the Dandenong side
it [u . | am not Sure what happened, but suspect due
s arge population that was growing in the Four Winds
msaa e there must have been some sort of a riot, as we all
SChr;aslged to attend the 1st day it opened. It was a great
= Iodw? made great friends, the teachers were good
b Zr; rt re;m;mber not having enough resources to fill
Ao ofym ? fl Il:lk I can say Mr. Charlton may have been
il tz avourite teachers. | do remember nearly every
T toe clas_s photo 1956 and | am really looking
e catching up at the reunion and maybe we girls
challenge the boys to our weekly game of rounders!

° Laurie Taylor, ex- 7.
s ex-student 1955-57.

't remember a lot other th i i
: : an slippery polished floors
E;ldth‘fr\:ﬁ'::gn blind cords that tripped us up when walking
open and the 1 0 the day the tip truck tailgate didn't
nd the front of the truck flew up off the ground.

®* Rosetta Isma nee d 2
later a Harrisfi e Bortoli), ex-student 1955-58

eld parent and school i
| : s 00| councillor.
sc\rﬁ:zcsal mlnaugural Pupil back in 1955, Grade 3. The
S opened after a great deal of lobbying in the

area by parents. Prior to that | walked to the Primary

School jn L !
heaven! | coﬁ%nard Avenue. Coming to Harrisfield was

alk there in 10 mi
for minutes and came home
of ﬁ?;g;"eg“gay- The school was brand new, with lots
portables ang 'en. Within a short time there were

; hen an extension
Senior year was bussey (. to the school. Soon the

whilst the constructi

on took
Noses were put out of b
domg all the jobs, [ike
my time Houses

ace. When we returned our
Place because the grade fours were
rnging the bell and other duties. In

often called y fo) ; ian,
School was sm'f);all?bto franslate at these evenings. The

ut | have h i ;

there and stjj T appy memories of my time
emember wit i P

teachers, Mr. Charlton, and Mr.lgoyt:?;my o nslpicent

°  Warnwi

| Ived at s oomelrong. ex-student ‘5558, school parent

brotferecae o tander Rd (next door to the school). My

(Ray l’\rmstmns €rs went to the school as well. My father

the early yeargs) wfas one of the committee members in

completed thair et 1€ School. My three children also
€ir entire primary education at Harrisfield.

|. dic:{':'ct: Dl'i: errsex-smde"t 1955-58
ke English, p :
t ? » but loved
eachers. Enjoyed my time at Harrisg‘t’:ltzlrt AL

¢ Edna Marsh nee R
T an!d \€eve). teacher 1956-58, 1968-69
. < R Harrisfielq parent.

i9 outin
Games, Watching the reslgoff?t: e

own children attended here. | sti

School - Olympic
€ rooms being built. My
Il see lots of "Marshans”.

e Jim Veal, retired Primary Principal, ex-student '55-59.

Despite the best efforts of many teachers, my eyes and
mind frequently drifted out the classroom windows. In
retrospect, it was no wonder, because the constant hum of
traffic along the two lanes of Princes Highway stimulated
the brain better than the fourth grade reader. | would
watch to ensure the milk delivery arrived safely, monitor
trucks entering and leaving Bloms Seeds or Fred Beer's
scrap metal yard and listen carefully for vehicles slqwing
to a stop at Siddy Harris’ shop and petrol pumps. | vividly
remember his sign which proudly proclaimed ‘This is an
Independent Service Station’. Brand names and symbols
which adorned the pumps fascinated me, with long-gone
names such as C.O.R., Atlantic, Plume and Neptune as
well as names which have continued. Sometimes | would
take the long way home, riding past the shop just ?o hear
Siddy whistling as he sat on the bench seat outside the
shop. Cycling home from school was pro_bab[y the_ most
important part of the day for me, because it was a time of
freedom. A special ritual was observed most days a_nd
probably laid the foundations for me becoming a racing
cyclist. The ritual began with afternoon clgckwatchln_g until
the critical time of 3.15p.m. arrived. Excitement I_:)uﬂf and
senses were tuned in the lead-up to 3.30p.m. dismissal.
The clean-up and packing were done with an ef_ﬁcnency
never seen in my bedroom. The focus then 'shlftsfd to
sitting up straight and not talking to ensure that your' row
was first to catch the teacher’s eye. Siren wails! This is |_t!
Exhilaration when my row was sek_acted to go ‘ﬁrst. This
was absolute danger time because if ANYOlN'E. in the row
is too hasty, it's back to your seats and wait ‘til last. The
bag-grab is the next hazard and the long walk to the
breezeway. Again, too much haste meant a despondent
return to seat. Having successfully negotiated all these
traps, the objective became a full-speed exit of the

breezeway, hard right tum and sprint past the incinerator

to the bike-racks. There was often a tangle of bodies and

i a run and jump onto the bike. The race
?&kﬁz gga:ﬁsebl%oad gate oiften required tight negotiation
of the curve and a flat-out sprint to the gate. The gate Pas
remained unchanged all these years, a‘lthough !hg safety
barrier of three redgum posts W|th_ horizontal p|pnrg v:a:
replaced recently. The post and rail structure was locate
i the footpath from the gate and was de_mgned to
lugtacrass he road. Attaining the

i t
t students going out' onto ‘
glr:t\:;nof «Eirst out the Gate" required nerves of steel, with

i roach, skid in the dirt on the right Si,de of
?h?ggcslfe:ndd&llgg‘;ing the bike over in a full 'broatdhmde ;n|n|
: e pedals

heel went through. Full power on
Lheufr?:tﬂ:; bike out of the slide, left shqulder brushedlthe
I rg gateposi and away to freedom. Being first !'lome in a
fgmisliy of seven kids had its advantages, especially when

mum had afternoon tea ready!

i _student 1956-1962.
= GAVLECCE: of walking to school from our home on

| have recollections ! . o
il i holding mum's hand, in shorts,
S A moy ﬁrgt day at school. Petrified of

the June intake in 1956, o
ids. As time wore on the wal
:" :ﬁﬁsﬁokuﬁ:hool to play footy, cricket, marbles and

d be played with all my new
whtereh cEl S ?1?;::: in shoprts, summer and winter,

frie_nds. I(-;ov\éevggl;reehrg:: the cold was nt_Jt felt amongst all
L ?a Had _There was one particular enemy, the
s ;71 t uér&ed the school entrance from B_oquore
e ge many a school kid & lesson in dive-
b gaO“lther memaories include: Monday morning
front quadrangle, singing our National
Our Queen). Learning .folk dancing in
es of British Bulldogs in

ough gam ! '
Lit 3 milk monitor on various

bombing..
assembly in the
Anthem, (God Save
the rear quadrangle. RO
the shelter sheds. Being
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occasions and enjoying our free bottle of milk for morning
break, and flavouring the milk with special drinking straws
of chocolate, strawberry and banana. | can remember my
first taste of the leather strap for misbehaviour from the
headmaster when in Grade six. This was in preparation for
many occasions at Technical School. My first teacher was
Miss Allinson, who had a blue rinse hair and my last and
most favourite teacher, Mr Brereton, who 13 years later
taught my youngest brother Michael, and in between many
of my cousins. Childhood crushes were had on various
girls as were dislikes, for any number of reasons....| was
still in shorts on the last day at school.

e Malcolm Webster. ex-student 1959-60

| remember; The speaker mounted on the side/rear wall of
Grade 6, the picture of the Queen,.... Berti being stabbed
with a compass....., the military music played each
morning and the marching into school class, the ditch
along the back fence where we played with our toy cars
and, lastly, holding my breath while Robin Lacey
squeezed my chest to make me faint or go giddy - we all
used to do it!! - makes you think, doesn't it!!

e Allan Stark, retired meteorologist. ex-student 1955-59.
When Harrisfield School opened | transferred from Grade
2 at Noble Park School. Miss Carroll was my teacher at
Harrisfield, from September 1955, but | have no recoll-
ection of the temporary teacher who briefly preceded her.
We wrote with pens (with removable nibs) dipped into ink
in ceramic inkwells set into the top corners of our desks. |
think it was once a week that an ink monitor made up the
ink from powder. Student milk monitors distributed the
daily free milk. Often for PE we had folk dancing in the
quadrangle. Mr Charlton (Grade 6) was a particularly insp-
iring teacher and bred in me my loves of history, ancient
buildings, travel and other cultures (although my career
"calling" was to the sciences). A large cardboard model of
a Norman Castle shared my desk seat for perhaps a
month during and after 3 weeks of social studies lessons
in April 1959 (yes, | still have my exercise book!). It took
25 years to fulfil an interest first recorded therein, to visit
the Antarctic. Across the highway, Brown's Road was but
100 metres of muddy track leading to a farm on the left
(grazing cattle at that time and now the RACV) and, on the
right, to that delight of curious little boys — Fred Beer's
scrap yard, with its junk piles and WW2 aircraft remains.
Rola built their transformer factory (now Minatek) next to
Fred's house (now a service station) and Gillette built later
(now Hannanprint). Every Guy Fawkes Day a huge com-
munity bonfire was held on the friangular block now
occupied by the Sandown Hotel, a great occasion for the
Harrisfield kids. There | had my first flight, in a helicopter
giving joy flights. Although my mother taught at the school
for part of my time there, | cannot recall ever encountering
her in her staff member role. At home it was a different
matter, with teaching aids being made by hand, new
teaching methods being studied (Cuisenaire Maths
springs to mind) and qualifications being continually up-
graded. On the odd weekend we kids helped with school
working bees. In hindsight Harrisfield School gave me not
only a couple of lifelong friends, but had a significant
influence on how | have lived my life these past 50 years.

This page was donated by Jim Veal
who attended Harrisfield School
from its inception until 1959. He
became a primary teacher, then
o N . Headmaster and  Principal of
o Whsey  schools in Victoria, the NT. and

g the A.C.T. Jim still cycles regularly

e on the roads around Canberra.
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1950s Grade 6 Photos

l’ 1955: There was no Grade 6 in 1955

Memories of Harrisfield 1955-1962 and a Tribute to the Early Staff
by Edna M. Carroll

1958
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The Grade 6 graduates comprised more than hajf s
E of the 5

tudents
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in the above photo.
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(Photo from Allan Stark)
above two 1958 photos. |

Actually the title of these reminiscences could be “The
Birth Pains of SS 4730 Harrisfield”, but more about that as
| gather my thoughts and these days increasingly, my wits.

After three years in the country infant room at Toora |
was eligible for a transfer and the Harrisfield position
proved too good to forego, even though | had genuine
regrets about leaving the children and the school where |
had been so happy. However off to Harrisfield went lin
September 1955, which was six weeks after the school
first opened and where | met Mr Collins who was taking up
his position as Head Teacher (titte now Principal) on the
same day.

So there we were, the first H.T. and the first Infant
Mistress and a wonderful staff who had weathered much
during those first few weeks. r

I vividly recall walking down the corridor from the East
end and marvelling at the polished boards, brightly painted
cupboards, an office, a sick bay and, wonder of wonders,
indoor toilets for the staff! Such things | had never
encountered in all my years of moving around the country
schools of that eral However | never did come to terms
with the toilets for the children off the "bl:eez_e-ways" and
like many teachers, dreamed of schools with little blocks of

toilets off classrooms, especially for infants, where all
could be orderly and civilised. And as for those aptly
named ‘“breeze-ways’!l At least they were gqod ufor
stacking up milk crates, and keeping us busy saying “No
running in the breeze-way!”. If all ﬂ}e breeze-ways got
together in some “preeze-way life” I'm sure they would

have entertaining tales to tell one another.
Before | leave the milk crates, let me salute all those

i i i ho organised

milk monitors and their Grade VI }eachers wi

the counting and delivery of milk to all rooms before
ing recess. |t was no mean feat.

moa;nf?rst grade (Grade 2) was small by the standayds of

confronted by thirty plus delightful

S
the day, and | wa sure to work. At first | was

i ith whom it was a plea
children with e never before had | taught one

nfused :
Z?;?iz\ﬂg?rglcg a rural school with combined grades had
been my scene. Soon, however, | was !nvplved IE
“grouping”, extending work and thorougl'_lly enjoying eac
day. Mr Collins was a wonderful organiser and support,
and gave me my head in book buying etc for all the infant

nds permitted.
gra_[q::r:s {:rjere Fz'.e\.rr-:n of us on staff an(_i two fro:n
Dandenong North who brought their grade sixes oyerr Ig
our two spare rooms until the end of the year. (Harrisfie
Grade sixes stayed at their feeder schools for the r'elgt of
the year.) My memories of the Dandenong North chi rez
are that they fitted very well into our environment an

g no problems arose. )
thanks to their teachers, 10 BT L i tormal Staff meeting

rly qui
| well remember an early q and white would be the

: ided that red
when it was dec'dzsses and bands on socks and school

ﬁlorf;;?sof\nsz'cgzﬁ:nir ide bins painted red or
| i bu
ite _ red for things that wquld .
:v;g?)s Actually there was a piggery In the area th:en, and
each day someone would come for the scraps. I'm sure
the result was well fed pigs. Incinerators burnt the rest of

the waste material.

ewhat different _
tW(;I grggr:: Sbsa?:rli] from the Dandenong North occupation

tion increased — exploded in fas;t!
:ﬂnd ge:;g;allzy ?;z;spig?:c:aof 50+ bright gnd "very \:on?tn%
Ch¥ldren who kept me on my toes. Some Ilt:Ir.]e 3;:}{&1 fol: T)hse
included weekly bank day when we qld he hadytold fhe
State Bank. | remember Mr Collins saying ne

teaching wise. We got the

bank officer that he might make a mistake or two if he had
to mind 50+ children at the same time! Some years later
the Bank sent officers to schools for this duty.

One incident | will never forget. We were all involved as
a grade in something | at least thought was interesting
when one little boy called out, “Miss Carroll, Miss Carroll,
there's a big spider”. The cry was taken up — “It's on the
speaker”. | remember saying, “Well count its legs” and the
verdict was “six, six” to which | replied, “Now don't be silly
— count again”, but once again “six, six” rang out. When |
finally turned around | saw an uncooperative huntsman
that had most inconsiderately lost two legs. “Well,” | said,
“most spiders have eight legs”.

In retrospect it seems to me that boys outnumbered
girls in most of my grades. | know for sure that one year
there were about 15 girls to 30 boys. However the girls
always held their own and | still have great admiration for
their organizing skills and ability to deal with the bossy
ones amongst them. It was usually a girl in charge when
the groups were reading in pairs in the corridor (with my
ears attuned!). In fact | felt that some could have taken
over the grade, albeit briefly! They kept a lot cleaner too!
However the mix was good and on most days | wouldn’t
have swapped any of them.

Building of the “East End” was completed early in 1957
and the infant department moved to that area. Mr Collins
had become very ill but managed by sheer will power to
keep well and truly going. As has been mentioned
elsewhere, till the end he was fighting for a better school.

We got our double room for infant assemblies and
when Edna Reeve (now Marsh) and | visited him about
two weeks before his death, he was concerned that the
linoleum for the extended corridor wasn't complete. He
asked me to “keep at them” which | did and it was done.

Somehow we got used to builders, painters and the
constant noise. We were also moving closer to the
highway which in turn was being widened to four lanes, so
if it wasn’t tip-trucks, graders and the smell of hot asphalt,
it was hammering and the screech or scream of metal
being cut for air duct installations. The new air
conditioners often didn’t work and for one freezing winter
we worked without any heating, all the time getting closer
and closer to the highway (because of the angle at which
the school is set) and making us think that something had
to give! Also we were getting further and further from the
toilet block (was | obsessed?) as we constantly moved into
newly completed rooms.

Site works were carried out in stages, and the School
Committee (Council now) was ever alert for further
improvements. Soil being excavated to make and seal
Bowmore Road was dumped on the oval for levelling and
fresh planting etc. What fun (??) we had rounding up small
boys who just loved those heaps of dirt. After all, what use
were those heaps if little boys couldn't roll and burrow?

Fences took ages to come so we were open to the
service road being constructed before our eyes and in our
ears, but the children were very good and observed

This page was donated by Miss
Edna Carroll, the School's first
permanent Infant Mistress, from her
appointment in September 1955
until 1962. After teaching in a
number of schools Edna retired in
1985 as the Principal of Dandenong
South Primary School.
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boundaries. Dogs didn't!! Mr Watson, who followed the
late Mr Collins as Head Teacher (with Senior Teacher
Geoff Qharlton acting in the position in the interim) was a
very big man, a gentle giant from the country, who kept a
stock \h{hlp in his office for the purpose of chasing off
marauding dogs. He could crack that whip expertly and it
worked, but we often wondered what visitors to the school
thought of a whip reposing in the office.

| really must pay tribute to the staff of Harrisfield. Nearly
all were women who had the Departmental title “married
women” and whose salaries were the lowest of the low
rega]'dless of experience or qualification. For some time
thlt'nsﬂeld must have had the lowest salary bill in the
state.

Some who have the staying power to read all this will
remember those in the photo below and later appoint-
ments including Lois Woodland, Joy Lambert (later
Tr_ueno). Margaret Tulloch and Keith Brereton. The latter
will always be remembered for his particular contribution
to the music of the school.

B = 1 5 - g 3 . B T N e R e it X R )
Mr Geofl MrsDorothy  MrsBelty Mrs Joan Mrdohn

Charlton Stark Walson Fibakiewicz Goyen
Miss Edna Mrs Gladys MrJohn Mrs1, Mrs Edna
Carroll Allinson Walson Annear (nes Reeve)
(Head Teacher) Marsh

HARRISFIELD STATE SCHOOL STAFF July 1958

e (photo from Dorothy Stark)

Of course, Mrs Zalitis the cleaner must be mentioneq
She was appointed within months of the school opening
and was there throughout my time. Quiet, conscientioyg
and always polite, she really was an integral part of th
school. e

The next part will perhaps interest today’s teachers, We
were constantly upgrading qualifications, partly because g
common roll had to be worked out for male and female
teachers and just because ....!! Equal pay for men ang
women was still some time away and it would nowada s
seem incongruous that women were paid only 80% of tr{e
men_’s salary for the same work. Exams for thes
quallﬂca_tions were held in peculiar places. Dorothy Slarﬁ
an_d | still laugh over experiences such as one lengthy anqg
quite arduous exam being held in what was virtually an
annexe or large sports storage area at another schog|
The children kept pounding on the outside doors for fe
sports equipment they usually had at recess. No matter
how often outside staff sent them off, reinforcement
arrived. ;

Later on, perhaps the next year, we were moveq to a
portable near the sports ground. It was a Friday afternoon
and our exam supervisor, the Principal of that schog|
pfoceeded to lean out the window and vigorously COacr;
his team whilst we worked away on the intricacies of
speech development. Believe you me, we couldn't fault hig

The 1950s at Harrisfield State School

diction — it was loud and clear! Amongst us were some of
the top teaqhers of the state so it was all rather “quirky”.
Meanwhile at Harrisfield, year after year the children
came along, and really | knew most of the school. Families
m;roduced little new ones for admission, problems
fa cllunded but | felt there was co-operation always. In fact |
:e . strongly that we had parental involvement at
arrisfield before it was invented! Our non-English
zﬁgaklt?g childrz_en were arriving, but in numbers small
otheurg e:)t that time to make it easier than in later days at
remem?)ce Ot(f):s where much exira help was required. |
Ll farlct ?hloyalty of our children towards one another,
o at | usedlto get marvellous help at Service
aTIOIE;S where past pupils worked!
% s% m?a n(;gre serious, | remember being tired and cranky
ki oy ys, then.lookmg at all those little faces and
= , You are going to grow up to lead your lives and
good citizens despite my present mood".
Scho\:ﬁr tgg years through the efforts of the Mothers’ Club,
contributionuncul _School Canteen, family and teacher
o rs ggmpment was built up. Reading material
Sy Wzad_lélg' material was a priority for we infant
o exfras Itl n't have a library or librarian, art room or
iy néw ;a;r]as all up to the classroom teacher, but |
e s at on SOme occasions we had visiting
il "handys Ed nspemah;;ts. However each room had
e e work” materials plus treasured boxes of
el er: s, [balls, etc. Fortunately we had a series of
Ty 0 played the Piano, and | remember how Joy
Many ee our combined assemblies a joy.
e veryyloa\.rrsl ago Dorothy Stark and | were travelling in
Sy saig XOBath area of England when we both
fromP Not o oh! That S where our plasticine comes
e to: usual reaction to the beauties of Bath but
= 9 1o know that our children had been playing with
Ar;{gduct of that little factory.
establisrhs;;en-r?lus years it was time for me to move on to
i Schools, some run down and some new with
altendant problems, but Harrisfield has always

retained g ve )
remembers mt;y?).$ oft spot in my heart (even if no one

At the farewell from
Suitcase. Obviously so
itchy feet. Actually t

the children | was given a very nice

meone on the staff knew of my very

several fimes ad euf::: r:3ase ditilj go around the world
: oW resi i

with books | can't bear to part with. e A IEngn e

n
park? _mtS"];\rf:{vto the car park on that last day (what car
“What dig asn't one!) a little girl joined me and asked

d they give you to '

as old books, | fee| i Putin the case?”. Now, as well
times half 5 centufxlflzt:z;g.n tains precious memories of those

The very |ast
best of Ha?:isﬁelgf':lragraph of these ramblings sums up the

owards the
father of som end of my career | was visited by the
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1960

Aborigines recognised as Australian citizens.

o  February 22/23: Inspector's Report:

- 343 of 368 children in attendance.

- Recommendation for more classrooms accepted.
o 3 sets of twins were enrolled in the Preps Grade.
o April 4. Combined School Sports at Dandenong:
Harrisfield 3rd in aggregate.
o April 19: Mr Tilley thanked for his "Committee service
as Secretary for such a long time". Mr Dunham took over.
e May newsletter:

- £167 voluntary contributions for the financial year.

- Several working bees had been held.

- Upper Grades assisted with preparing garden b_eds.
£5/10/0d Social Service donation to Blind Children's
and Women's Hospital Appeals. . _

e June 2: Approval of drainage and vehicular crossings.
About this time local road construction started and large
quantities of fill were dumped and spread on the grounds.
e June 6: Committee Minutes say 380 pupils enrolled.

e August 10: Mothers' Club annual meeting reported
£75 raised from lunches and £32 from Fancy Dress party
for the year. Elected Pres: E. Jukes & Treas: J. John§on_
o August 17: Education Week Open Day and evening.

e August: Complaints about stagnant w:ater frorP
Bowmore Rd properties "flooding half the playing areas".
9" drains would be installed to cope with excess water.

e October 5: 2 new classrooms approved and £12266
requisitioned by the Education Department for the works.

o November 14: 392 students were occupying 8
classrooms and a staff room.

e December newsletter:

- 350 families at the school
- Grounds filled & graded, gardens edged & taps fitted.

December 21: District Inspector applied for two more

" with two currently under construction.

new classrooms,

1961
Noble Park High
opened. Yuri Gag

school and Monash University
arin the first man into space.

. - 409, 50 new.
d ﬁl;:\c:l;n erzatintee Mr Lind off sick forfthe t:gr;sz Sttzrf:i =
Alan Lind taught at various schools from

then served with the 2nd AIF. From 194!3 ctitédmtgz tEZ
resumed teaching and in 1952 was t':‘; (;a o e
Legislative Assembly as the Member for Mildura \r'\; e
served until 1955. He returned to the teaqh;-n?dp bl
and continued until 1968 (196?-64' at Harris |gl ) ’mis I8
was again elected to the Legislative Assembly,

as Member for- Dandenong, becoming Labm:}r"s tsh?doyr\:
Health Minister. He received the Order of Australia i
: PM Gough Whitlam spoke at

1978. Later that year former

This page donated by Mrs Dorothy
Stark, who was foundation President
of the Mothers' Club and taught at
the school during 1957-61 and
1968-69. Appointed the first female

. - ‘ Principal of pa
2 1 n (1] ndenong  North
J@ ;\ Primary (1977-79), she retired as

Principal of Redan (Ballarat) in 1982

; i retirement dinner. :
Alan's Parliamentary T

e March: "Only 4 new rooms hav

dents".

nd there are now 410 stu‘ :
paStI\fr"l year\lrs1a4. The Committee applied for an official
ok | Road opposite the small gate of the

being knocked down by a car and

crossing in Callander
school, following a@ bl-?!tl)efore
italised the wee : _
Tosprl\;z':iﬁdzs; Shire of Springvale & Noble Pa!rk applied to
the Traffic Commission in suppt%rl (:: ct)l;z :rsopsosrltr;g.
March: Red house won at the .
: A:rril 13: Combined school sports at Dandenong.

il newsletter: ’
) = gprlar:aw classrooms aimost_rea'dy for occupation.
Exterior lights and new toilet installed.
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e May: A request for extra shelter sheds disallowed.
e May 19: Two new classrooms were occupied, and
classes regrouped to create composites 2&3 and 5&6.
e May 20: School inventory included: Books £650, PA
system £350 and Projector £252.
e  May/early June: Callander Road crossing installed.
e June 5: Mothers' Club purchased a second pie heater.
e June 9: Complaint to Education Department about
£32 annual cost of keeping toilet-flushing system in repair.
e June 26: Drainage scheme approved by the new City
of Springvale.
o July: School's septic tank system desludged after 15
months of complaints. Complaints continued about
flooding of play areas by sullage from adjoining properties.
e July 3: Social Services gave £10 to Spastic Children.
o Late July: enrolment 389.
o August: Tenders closed for 2 more new classrooms.
e August 9: Mothers' Club Annual Meeting — main profit
items - £75 on lunches and £32 from a fancy dress party.
Like most of the children and parents from Harrisfield
kindergarten we automatically moved on to Harrisfield
School. What an exciting time! Most of the mothers got
involved in the Mothers' Club and school activities eg
school excursions needed mothers to help supervise
children and then there were street stalls and school fetes.
The Mothers' Club was a very committed group averaging
35 to 40 plus extra people who came to help them once a
week (Monday) canteen. Ve had several teams of 4 or 5
mums that did the lunches in the junior wing, in the little
room at the back of what is now the sick bay and between
what was the Principal's office, the Infant Mistress'’s office
and the staff room. Lunch monitors would bring the orders,
then we would order bread rolls, pies, -sausage rolls,
pasties, cream buns (a big favourite) and wagon wheels.
We had a standing order which would be added to or
subtracted from. Rolls were cheese and vegemite, or
tomato and lettuce, peanut butter or whatever they
wished. At lunchtime the monitors came back to collect
their own room's lunches, a job that was always well done
by the monitors! Working on and with the Mothers' Club
was great and many friendships were formed while we
worked hard and had fun together. Warm greetings are
exchanged today when ex Mothers' Club members meet.
e  Sylvia Stollery, Mothers' Club. Rl teacher, 1961-93.
e August 23: Ed. Week open day & Mothers' Club stall.
e September 5: Official complaint regarding high
sickness absenteeism attributed to a faulty heating unit
installed a few months previously.
e October 24: A quote accepted for "erection of a &'
paling fence between the schoal and Walter Blom & Son".
e  Excursions for 1961 included 8 boys to Somers camp.
In grade five (1961) we were doing some gardening
and for fun we took tumns riding in and pushing the wheel-
barrow. Boys being boys, we tried two riding, with the
result that the one standing fell out and broke his arm.
From memory it was Ken Hillas.

e  Gary Liddy, ex-student 1956-1962.
1962

First car races at Sandown Park — Labour Day.

e January 22: Authorisation given for external painting

and additional drinking facilities.

e  February 6: Enrolment 412, 80 new & 4 new teachers.
Because of overcrowding in Year 6 | was given a

composite class comprising Year 4 and Year 6 students. A

memorable year with 54 children squashed into Room 2

with not enough space to stand in the aisles!

e  Keith Brereton, Harrisfield teacher 1961-82.
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February: First 2 months: £175 voluntary contributions.
March 5: £60 spent on books.

March 19: Enrolment 410.

May 7: 32 cu yards of screenings for playing areas.

e July 7: Mr Schubert donated and arranged planting of
37 plants to replace those lost from last Spring's planting.
e Infant building extensions completed.

e August: Mothers' Club annual meeting: Main profit
items for the financial year were: £111 (Monday lunches —
rolls, buns and pies), £57 (street stall), £32 (crazy whist)
and £29 ("lucky numbers"). Main expenses: £110 (books)
and £86 (infants' equipment) - (M. Hamilton Treas).
Elected Joyce Collins (Pres) & Violet English (Hon. Sec).

It was suggested in about 1962 or 3 that it would be
nice (for the Mothers' Club) to sponsor a disadvantaged
child. ... Cheryl Pettett was selected. She had no parents
and we sent birthday and Christmas presents. Later she
.. started to come and stay for holidays and special week-
ends. Cheryl called us all Mum and Florrie Draper still
keeps in contact with her; this contact has been ongoing
over the years and is very much appreciated by Cheryl.

e  Sylvia Stollery, Mothers' Club & RI teacher, 1961-93.

Around about 1962 the Mothers' Club received a letter
from Travancore children's home asking if we would like to
support a special child for birthdays and Christmas. Mrs
Stollery and myself went out to visit and ended up
sponsoring a four year old girl named Cheryl Pettett,
Between Sylvia Stollery and myself we had Cheryl home
on the school holidays and Christmas time. To this day |
still have Cheryl home for holidays. She is now 47.

o  Florrie Draper, Mothers' Club & Canteen Manageress.

e  September: A car crashed through the school fence.

e October 15-19: The Mothers' Club catered for 80
visiting teachers.

e End of year: Mr Goyen & Misses Carroll & Clark left.

1963

JFK assassinated. Noble Park Pool opened.

February: Enrolment 403 (Principal), 412 (Inspector).
e March news:
5th: Mrs Collins Mothers' Club president.
- 7th & 24th: Working bees (including slide installation),
26th: Tree lopping approved following storm damage
to trees late in 1962.

!

PROGRAMME

(1) NATIONAL ANTHREM
{2) i DY THE SCHOOL CHOW
HARRSHELD STATE SCHOOL (3) HEAD TRACHER, Mr. 4. WIATSOH!
NO: 4790 Hisiory of the Schasl
14) CHAMMAN OF “SCHOGL G .
heh Mr, B ARMSTRONG, Mm‘_f*":\;nta.
VISITORS

181 ITEM BY SCHOOL CHOIR

f6) MAYOR Cr. D. JEAHES WILCLMES
R VISITORS TO MUNICIPALITY.

e School Committie eriends an imvidatin
to

; : Gkt & 171 CHIEF INSPECTOR OF PRifamy
for the ifficial epeviey of the Scheet ty SCHOOLS, Me ) 1 LT
the Mimicker for Education, the Howniolle TipEd.
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o Foiday, March 20k, 156 195 e C G, STOCKS, A, BEd
e o (10) HEAD TEACHER. Mr WATSON
///‘«/5))‘//5 ‘74///“-1 A2t (1) Me L REID, MLA

o March 29: Remarkably, the School was not officially
opened until this day, because some components of the
building had not previously been finished to bureaucratjc
standards! "Now that the unit of 12 rooms is complete” it
was decided to have an opening. Enrolments on thig day -
410 with HT and 10 assistants (2 temporary).
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° March 29: This was also the day that Head Teacher
John Watson retired and was presented with a gold watch
golf buggy and clubs (cutting from Glenda Masson).

The Herald

Z9th March 1963

[DUCK SHOOTING
S| A NOW

Jetn W1,
Be

8<%,

i r Wally Smith arrived as Head Teacher.
®  April 26: Mothers' Club stall.
; ”':ﬂay 23: Approval given for new paling fence on the
.ou Aern boundary, damaged by storm-felled tree late '62.
activeugl;St 10: Mothers' Club (50 financial members, 20
Violet)Ee ects Pres: J. Holloway, VP: M. Hamilton, Sec:
e ngllsh, Ass Sec: S. Dunham, Treas: E. Webster.
i SU|:| am thanked for replacing the past-president
s witr? retired early. £153 raised in the last financial
ot Stalls on two days contributing £70. Visited lace
ory Heinz and the new Dandenong Bowls,
*  August 14: Enrolment 407.
: gggu'st 21: School open day for Education Week.
e FF? :W Insurance policy listed £2239 contents. Main
X ou system (£350), Piano (£250) & projector £250).
i ober 7: Plaq_ue ordered for "J. Watson Garden".
: Og:glt:;er 31 : Pollomyeliti§ injections at the school.
T tﬁr 31: Authority given for works to connect the
A e toyvn Sewerage system and for alterations to
b rgbry u_nndows to improve classroom ventilation.
hagered er. As was also the practice for Show Day,
ofe €e was required to formally approve the taking
ot-up Day as a school holiday.
2 mgz:nm]ger 4? & 6: Eye tests for students at the school.
e £E.‘l‘ - Gr 5 stall made £13 profit for social
s 15 donated to State Schools Relief C'tee.
ovember newsletter:
3 gw,'mm"}g would be held at the new Noble Park baths.
uisenaire maths wouylg continue to be taught.
: S:Ie of Remembrance poppies raised £21.
irI;elt soft toys (valued at £22) made by Gr 5 and 6
girls under Miss Woodland's guidance were donated
It\? the Legacy Toy Appeal,
e fus\éembgr 12: Committee requested Mothers' Club
N raising to asphalt the highway side of the school.
E::jm_ber 20: Mgthers' Club fancy dress night.
Ess rsions  during the year included: Docks,
endon Airport and Gardens

® December 2: £207 volun ibuti
2 tary contributions for year.
: gecember 11: Enrolment 411, i
Jecember 16: Grades 4 t
€vening performan i e

ces of the musical "Snow White".

o April1: M

hrg Page was donated by the Tyrus
family. Edie ang Waddick Tyrus of
Larpert Road sent their children
-Colu_1, John, Carol and Peter to

Harrisfield School between 1957
and 1971 ang they all have fond
memories and friends from their

school days at Harrisfield.

1964

Compulsory National Service introduced.

January 21: Electrical fire at 3.20AM — minor damage.
February: Enrolment 430 (Principal), 423 (Inspector).
e  February 10: School contents insured for £3469.
e March 11: Approval to purchase "One Tunnel Ball and
200 feet of 1%" skipping rope”. _
e March 21‘; "Carnival-Fete" - £163 towards asphalpng.
o April 6: Committee elected for 4 years: Mr Pitcher
(Pres), Mr Dunham (Sec) and Mr Armitage (Treas).
o  April: Shelter sheds repainted.
e May: Mothers' Day:

Abou); 1963/64 it was decided tha‘t we should have a
Mothers' Day stall. We could make ihln%s_ (Jotan }!—lc:)!:-cl)v\tr::

i i ladies too
still has a gift from the stgll) two !
responsibility of organizing things to sell. We dectdedtlf t:e
fair to make the same things for each room then, tha‘n (S tc;
the teachers, children came m:ct of eéach rg:r?oa; 2 t};ﬂ;:-g so
sents for mum valued from 3 pence :
glgftglrﬁg left over after room 12 a.nt;ri1 a(r;y Vﬁzﬂt?azo:lgi :‘gﬁ;
urchase more if they wished.

gg?;(r: 2212 day so they could go home and Lellddad what
was available and how much money they nee ‘13961-93
Sylvia Stollery, Mothers' Club, RI teacher, :

June 21: Working bee.
July 13: £9 was approved for a school bell.
August 19: Education Day.
August 23: Working bt_ae.
August 24: Complaints

ive lopping ("massacring") -
?xce(s)sclt‘:;veberpg: Ogngoing correspondence re local flooding.

i nt introduced con-
. mber: The Menzies governme
scrip't\ijc?:ejust as the first Harnsﬁe!;isgraduates turned 20.
' er 23-27: Enrolment ;
: go‘ézﬁger 7: Approval to purchase Deutsfcherdrréosv:er
beforeethe new school year — Committee contribute z

were lodged about the
of trees in the grounds.

1965 .
i sent to Vietnam.
First Regular Army soldiers e

Sandown Park railway station 0

ment 471 and Inspector recom-

- 5. Enrol
e February 5: L

new classrooms ‘
'r'n enﬁ;:r:h 20: School fete realised £230 profit.

: oy .
Fund raising, charity and ccommtglutsy‘;h :gllrfllta tew“?;s
important values at Harrisfield. The anrlrjemember AT
ainiohioht s geces o fa:drysil}-,‘cl’lstkt"{'.a- most fete badges to
competitions to see who cou e

i e year | was fortuna PRy’
r?lasset!i;ucr;dniégnas!{he boy who had sold }t‘l;i Tv?t?\t 31:?5 gold
?l still have many of the photographs ta

I
raged to make sma
_ Students were encou b e
donatons o Socl Sence: My T, SN L
in tied in the corn e
?ad aRg(r:IE::er Munich, German ex-student19f5 -
April 5: Mrs Thompson and MrshStolllce:zlrsz:g:d to
: et i i Mothers ik
e meeting as .
aﬁenﬁ ne)gt' Csotgrglrlgsm approved for erection (E117, with
ay 3 J .
F.EducatiZn Department to contribute £78)
. Enrolment 452. _ 4 ‘
. IJ\;:;LZ;EE?' School exterior and toilets painted
° ; . . .
e December 6 Comrrpttee meet:egr. L
- Long time committee Crlnem
i ident) resigned. e
A(E\:(-:Eengr:?clien e)xpenditure approved - Commi

y Armstrong
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1966

Decimal currency introduced (14th February).

e  February: Enrolment 514 (Principal), 518 (Inspector).
e  February 10: Working bee.
e February 28 Committee meeting: )
- Mr Armitage resigned after 8 years on the Committee.
- FElected Mr Pitcher (Pres), Mr Wilkinson (VP), Mr
Dunham (Sec), Mr Jenkins (Treas) and Mrs Tho_mp—
son (Mothers' Club rep for 4 years). New regulations
required 2 Mothers' Club reps on School Committees.
- Complaint reminder to Education Dept regarding
water seepage and sewerage on school grounds.
e  March 21: School "Fair" — profit $517.77.
e April — July: Committee in dispute with contractor over
standard of gardening works.
e September 12: Committee meeting approved 4 posts
and nets for volley ball on the basket ball courts and for a
concrete cricket pitch to be laid during the summer break.
e October 3: 20 outdoor bench seats approqu.
e November 7: $650 approved for garden sprinklers.

1967 _
Post codes introduced. PM Harold Holt believed

drowned. Last man hanged in Australia.

e  February: Enrolment 540 (Principal).
s  February 13: Enrolment 550.
o Late February: Enrolment 551 (Inspgctor). _ :
e  February: Approval was given for installation of "an
alternative water supply". . _
e February 24: School broken |nt0_and chips stolen. :
o  February 28: Fire lit by vandals in the grounds behind
inci r.
’:he "Rf;?g;azoa; School Fair/Fete: Nur:nbered bgdges were
sold for 10c each at this and successive fetes, it seems by
the thousands. Fete profit of $561 spent on clocks ($120),
library ($150) and equipment (@approx $300). '
The badges caused huge excitement belcaus.e we all
wanted to have the winning badge for the big prize. Kids
walked around for weeks with stacks of them stuck to their
jumpers. It's interesting that one year they had to sleep
overnight at the school tq(oy?;tr)‘ted the fete stuff because
izes were S :
?ne !ICIa:rr ti::ePl:e)zrlfaerino neeBainbn‘d‘ e), ex-student '65-71.
e May 8 Robert Keddie, assistant Head Teacher,
retired from the school after 2 years and from the
Education Department aftcler 46 years as a teacher. He
with a travel rug.
= Saiz?l;\:li?ver and catcher bought ($104).
June 5: $160 spent on library books. ‘
July 3: Enrolment 563, 1 portable classroom on site.

L]
e July 13: Enrolment ?65'{'71
8 t 3: Enrolmen /

. ngzzt 21: Inspector reported attendance: 541 of 575.
e Won ANA prize for school gardens, Dandenong
for the first time. .
1nsfriec'[r(:art?i::?u"on of nature and the environment was
if1'lpo‘:1pamt to tha school and children were encouraged to
join organizations like the Gould League to support the
rotection of birds. | was actively involved in the extensive
f o den bed beautification exercise in

ing and gar T
t1r3§efrlam§re the school won the ANA prize in t.he
Dandenong Inspectorate. The school grounds offered

i i ks like catching

s to do during clgss brea
ﬂ?;;yE?rﬁptg:gg Gum Moth caterpillars from the huge gum
trees and using the pieces of tree bark to make propellers.

e  Ron Exner, Munich, Germany. ex-student 1962-67.



" The 1960s

e  September 11: Outside blinds ordered for room 6 at a
cost of $111.

e  October: Enrolment 582.

e October 26: Inspector (Mr Stocks) applied for 6 new
classrooms to cater for estimated growth over the next 3
years, recognising this would meet the "old schedule" of
class sizes but not the "new schedule" (8 rooms required).
Currently 12 permanent classrooms and 1 portable.

e November 13: Mr Thompson elected Committee
president, replacing Mr Pitcher who had resigned.

e  December 12: Enrolment 603.

1968

First heart transplant operation in Australia.

e February: Enrolment 603 included 119 Preps.

e March 4: Committee were officially advised that the
school had won the ANA prize for "Most improved school
grounds, Dandenong Inspectorate, 1967".

e  March 6-20: Inspector reported:

- Enrolment 605.

- 12 classrooms, with Preps in a staff room. 3 portable
classrooms located on-site and 6 additional class-
rooms included in the Department's building plan.

e March: Fete profit $566.

e April 1: Request for Education Department to make
safe some trees near Bowmore Road, where a large
branch had fallen near where children were playing.

e May 30: Tender accepted for 8 new classrooms.
Library not provided for, unless on a $ for $ grant basis.

e May/Jun: Exchange of letters between the Committee
and government health officials questioning the latter's
mass immunisation procedure that "one needle is to be
used 5 times before being changed'. The approved
sterilisation procedure was recorded as "needles are flame
flared after each injection and a small portion of vaccine is
squirted through the needle to ensure perfect sterilisation "
e 8 new classrooms and offices were begun - the S0-
called "senior wing" facing Callander Road.

® August 14: Presented with the ANA award for "mogt
improved school garden, Dandenong Inspectorate, 1967".

e  December: New classrooms completed.

°  December: Enrolment 603 (the same as in February),
however 110 students transferred in during the year and
110 transferred out, with 701 different students attending
at some time during 1968.

1969

First man on the Moon (July 21, Melbourne time).

e  February: Enrolment 578, 18 staff.

e  March 22: School fete.

e May 29: Enrolment 579, with 41 having transferreq in
and 40 out since February.

e  Students ran "radio programmes" over the PA, from a
studio mocked-up in a small room.

One of my memories was an excursion with Syd
Bainbridge (teacher 1966-69) and grade 6 to Russe||
Street Police headquarters, where all 65 children wanteq
to get off the bus at once. Syd stood up in his own way
and told the class to stay and wait until he had been in ¢,
check if it was ok for us to come in. His control wag
wonderful. !

e Sylvia Stollery, Mothers’ Club & RI teacher, 196193

e November 17/18: Inspector reported:
- 8 additional classrooms completed - total now 20
- The school was declared a fraining schog| in
association with Frankston Teachers' College.

The 1960s at Harrisfield State School

e December: Enrolment 591 683 different students
ﬂended at some time during 1969,

g g g

Harrisfield State School in December 1969.

o Lois Royale (nee Woodland).
England, ex-teacher 1960-1964.

December, from the oval, with Rola fa ory behind (le

Reminiscences 1960s

(-]

Miss‘%‘%%mw
i teach: €eve, who became Mrs. Marsh, was one of
s mr?h she made and decorated my wedding cake
o thisydao I?r and her still correspond with one another
e buty't‘uve been away from Victoria for approx 31
i ,teacift carry fond memories of Harrisfield, and the
Miss Ry er;i Those that | remember teaching me were
was th €, Mr. Goyen (2 years) and Mr. Alan Lind (who

& Master of Ceremonies at my wedding).
(]

Marion Young (nee Ve
al), ex- o
One teacher's e ex-student 1959-65.

was Boyd - she was married and

wi !

::l: Zgzl:lnd'l\ustraha for her honeymoon and brought

accent a demrs ----- She was Scots with quite a broad
Nd preached Scotlang fairly heavily.

e Dora Wood, Mothers' Club, 1960, ,
fememberzlgyed going through the photos and have
school forgstfo‘ 'L‘any of the children. | was part of the
of the Moth 2ight years. During that time | was treasurer
€IS’ Club and helped set up the book stall and

Was freasurer of that i
also. | enjoyed my time with the
school ang made a lot of nice frier:dg. R

* Flomi ‘
I have Eei;? ria er, Mothers' Club & Canteen Manageres

nvolved with Harrisfield State School since

e ate School sinc
o r::; 1::??& When my first child entered the school. All five
i lidren attended Harrisfield. | was most involved
Staried en from a_bout 1964 however the canteen
neighbodr years prior to that, | was told by my
r'Mrs Bell that the schoo| started doing lunches in

| starteq doling In shifted into the male teachers staff room.

five other mothumhES on Monday mornings in 1964 with
Many helpers t

€IS In the male's staff room, we had so

hat we only worked every six weeks.

This page was donated by Bruce

ood, who was enrolled as student
number 713 and attended Harrisfield
School from 1960 until 1966. Bruce
is a Surveyor and Road Designer,
who is Currently working on the

Eastlink Project under construction

¥ between Mitcham and Frankston.

It's exciting to hear Harrisfield School
is celebrating its 50th birthday. They
were happy days and | wish | could
participate in the celebrations. To
those interested | send my fond
regards and good wishes to the
School.

e Sylvia Stollery, Mothers' Club,

Religious Instructor 1861-93
Mr taurie Dwyer took religious

instruction at Harrisfield and many
other schools in the district. At
Harrisfield he was helped by Dorothy
Trotter, Hilary Harkness and Van
Fischer. When Laurie retired Dorothy
Trotter asked me to become the co-
ordinator, which | did, until | became
sick and had to leave some 27 years
later. Cynthia George is now doing a
great job with her team. What a
wonderful privilege | have had at
Harrisfield working with the teaching
staff, R | teachers and Mothers' Club.

e Heather Trajkovic (nee Nichol-

son), ex-student, 1963-70. :
Just revisited the school photo with

Peter Hart as class teacher, he set
the young girls hearts a-flutter but t
had forgotten how long ago that 's.'\._vas;i
Surely it was ]usI
yesterday?...Funny, names thaj

didn't realise | could rgcal! just
popped into my head too, like it was

just yesterday.....

o  John Zambrans, ex-student from
1962-68.

Qumo was the forefather of
the now popular fund raising sausage
sizzle that we see every)where these
days? (my belief anyway). =

A!r(\swer: Mr Bainbridge early sixties.
Used to drag out his half-a-44 gallo“
drum wood-fred BBQ and ts:"
nothing but sausages on bre_acri] aere
the school fetes (many of whic ] \tr;r1 3
burnt but they were still great). | thin
he used to charge about threepence
for them.

Question: Who was the staffs first
MP (bottom photo this ci;%::lgn:a)“?

£ - Mr Alan Lind. : :

Agﬁsév;ﬁ;n: Who was Harrisfield's
longest serving teacher?

Ar?swer: Keith Brereton. S_tartehtfiI
about 1961 and was stlll_ serving ;
1982 at which stage | think h$ h“a’l?s
relocated to another school.
some record! _

Question: Who was the pmp—nfertor
of the general store / pos?t o :;::r
(where the laundry-mat I8 nted
located) & some years later rel_ocaB !
to the where the current Mllk‘ ; t?e
stands? This store used to supply
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Grade 6 Photos_____

1960 Grade 5 (no 1961 Grade 6

Masson & W. Lobb)

pjjloto from G.

nise Funston)
s
o
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school lunches every Wednesday after we
all put our money in brown paper bags in

the morning and had them retuned at |M&M\ AVETESm

lunchtime. The same store we all used to
frequent at lunchtime stampeding the
counter in an endeavour to secure our
malted milks, cream buns, pies and most
importantly lollies?

Answer: Mr Keogh.

Question: What was the name of one of
the first resident cleaners / care takers who
lived across the road from the school and

served for over ten years (and whose son
also attended Harrisfield)?

Answer: Mrs Zalitis.
Question: What special treat did the school
give all students every Christmas during the
sixties?

Answer: Lemonade Icy Poles.

Question: In the mid sixties which two
teachers shared the same surname?

Answer: Mr Johnson and Miss Johnson.
e  (Editor's note: Today's AP Mrs Meredith
laconese was here as Miss Harris during
the tenure of Principal John Harris 1982-84.
There were also Ms & Mr Williams in 1 967,
Principal Bruce Thomas and Miss Thomas
1986-69 and the Kureljas in 2001/02.)

e  Neil Reddaway. ex-student 1966-72.

Can Julie Theodore's kids run as fast as

their mum? Can Debra Swannell's kids kick
a footy like their mum?

° Merna Slattery, Essendon Supporter,
Harrisfield Infant Mistress 1966-68.

| remember... Another teacher (Mrs
Marsh) laughing at me when a roll of plastic
fell and broke my nose!! and the morning
teas when the principal Mr Wally Smith
would make the sponge cake. | spent three
happy years at Harisfield — the children,
parents and teachers worked to make the
school a pleasure to be part of.

¢  Ron Exner. ex-student, 1962-67.

After attending the Harmisfield Kindergarten
as did other kids from the street; families
like the Zeiglers, Whites, Jukes, Jefferies
and Drakes, to name a few, | attended
Harrisfield State School for six years from
1962-67.

I still remember my first day at the school
all dressed up in my new grey school
uniform with the maroon and white bands
from Graeme Booth. When mum left me at
the classroom door | cried and tried to leave
instantly. | spent the rest of the day asking
the big kids "when do we go home?".

Those were the days of classic school
desks complete with ink wells and real lead
pencils. Blackboards that always managed
to catch the teacher's finger nail whilst
writing causing a teeth wrenching scratching

noise. In the classroom hung the standard |==

Victorian Education Department map of
Australia and a framed copy of some
famous Australian water colour landscape.
In those times Harrisfield was still like a
village carved out of eucalypt forest
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complete with a general store and
the butchers with saw dust on the
floor up on Dandenong Road.

The Princes Highway was not the
multi-laned tarmac giant it is today
and Browns Rd was still a dirt tra!c!(
we walked along as kids to visit
relatives. There were only a couple
of factories in the area like Rola thgn
later on Gillette, the rest being
mostly open farmland and pasture.

In school we had kids as clgss
monitors for just about eve(yth[ng,
bell, flag, lunch and milk monitors to
name some. | remember being a
lunch monitor, which involved
bringing the lunches, put togt_ather by
the Mothers' Club (including my
mother June), to the classroom. The
delightful smell of hot meat pies,
pasties and sausage rolls packed in
crispy brown paper bags. The
advantage of being a milk monitor,
on the other hand, meant that you
could make sure the crate of free
milk for your class was not the one
that had been standing in the blazing
hot sun all morning. ...

.. The school's values gave me the
solid founding | needed later In IifeI
especially when it comes to cultura
understanding. Classmates came
from many different nationalities,
particularly post war Europe_a:g
countries, but we all interacted wi
each other as "Aussies".

Looking back at my early. school
days it is a huge contrast versus
today's expectations placed on
children. One small example was th;et
old gray and red Hanj'sﬁeld repnf
cards which comprised a couple 9('
brief  pages of assessmer:e,
nowadays my boy's report cargslzss
multi-page’ booklets! - Nonethe =
some things do not change a t
those values held so highly @
Harrisfield are very much the same
as ... today's. As | head towards rrtlg
own 50th birthday | would' hk?jﬂth
congratulate Harrisfield on its -
and wish all students great sugcttahe
for the future no matter where in
world your journey takes you.

o Russell Norris, entertainer. ex-
966-1969.

Is'ltl‘]drf;\:;r forget watching the fgtsr:

moon walk from my classroom |nI A

grade. The teacher was an old b%

who played his violin to u; every

morning..... (Mr Patrick Walls?)

o John Collins, ex-student '66-70

Judith M. Johnson (Miss Johnson a:'s;
she was known to me) taught?m% 4
grade 2A in 1967. In e_arly '196 athe
an accident at home (jumping Otpme i
bed) | suffered a stroke. At the lwith
had no idea what was wrong i

me, all | knew was that my writing
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was not how it used to be, and | could not speak |

very well. Towards the end of March of 1967 it
became increasingly worse, to a degree that one
side of my mouth had dropped and | could hardly
walk.

School at that time was very hard and Miss
Johnson tried her hardest to try and improve the
situation.

In those days corporal punishment was still in
vogue (pity it's not now) and | was always in
trouble. The right side of my brain was being
starved of blood and it became very noticeable at
home something was very wrong. A couple of
days in at the Children's Hospital followed before
the diagnosis that a stroke had occurred.

I know this is boring for most people that read it,
and everyone by now is saying "get to the point,
but looking from the other side of the coin, it could
not have been much fun for Miss Johnson either. |
am told by my mother that she took the news of
my illness very hard ........ She would write to me
when | was in hospital and all my classmates
would draw and write as well......and | was hoping
that one day | could face her again, to thank her
for her good wishes.

Unfortunately | cannot remember her the next
year and by 1970 my family had moved away
from the area........ I still cannot believe | am
talking about something that happened 38 years
ago and yet | remember her so vividly.

(Editor's note: John recovered from his stroke
symptoms. In 1974 Miss Johnson refumed to the
school as Mrs Skinner, to teach until Feb 1979.)

o Keith Brereton, Harrisfield teacher 1961-82.

I recall in the late 60s/early 70s we ran Radio 3HF
— a weekly program of readings, songs, recorders,
radio plays and sports reports broadcast to the
classrooms by the children.

° Margie Pellegrino (nee Bainbridge), ex-
student 1965-71
| adored my primary school and loved the games
of "Pussy In the Caorner” played in the old shelter
sheds, skipping games and joy of joys - the
Mother's Day Stall where we got to shop for our
mothers and buy dishrags made in the shape of
flowers and beautiful soaps all done up for our
Mums. Having a lunch order was the best. | was
allowed 20 cents and once a week | got a pie and
a cream bun. Nothing has ever tasted as good as
that ever. When we were in the older grades we
used to walk down the highway to the fish and
chip shop up the road and bought 10 cents worth
of chips and that was a feast. | remembered also
the school fetes being fantastic. How we loved the
badge raffle. We had to sell as many badges as
we could and these each had a lucky number and
they were drawn out. The playground seemed
huge when | was going there - we seemed to
have so much room on the oval. The boys stuck
to footy and the girls played basketball. |
remember we used to fry and climb up on the
fence and look for coffins belonging to Tobin
Brothers that were a couple of doors down from
the school - don't know if it's still there. |
remember milk duty and bringing in the bottles of
milk for each class in big crates. We all had a
bottie of milk before going out to morning play. My
favourite teacher was Mrs. Webb who taught me
the love of cross stitch, Pippy Long Stocking and
wonderful tales of her childhood. However above
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all this | have three very poignant and strong
memories. Watching man walk on the moon -
we were allowed to all sit in the corridor and
watch this amazing event live. We couldn't
believe we were allowed to watch_ TV at school
(of course it was all black and white). The other
2 poignant but sad memories were whgn Mr.
Peter Hart's wife died giving birth to thglr.ﬁrst
baby and when Jenny Jones, a little girl in (I
think) grade 1 was run over by a car on the way
home from school. She had red hair and fr_eckles
and | was in grade 2 and | used to admire her
bluebird ring. When Jenny died the whole sphool
lined up along the side facing the Princes
Highway to watch her coffin go by in th»_e hearse.
It was terribly sad because you d!dn t think death
could happen to little kids. It particularly affected
me because | used to walk home that same way

1960s Grade 6 Photos (cont,)

.l

1969 Grade 6B (photo from Graham Liddy)

different way that night. [ will alwayg ;
?:I;L:Vnigtrienny and how sad it was that she didn't ge_: tc;
live her life. Oh! one more thing. | was a bit of a ge;f a
school. My father used to teach at the school - Mr. Sy r:\:ly
Bainbridge (photo this page). | know | gave poor Wr.

into line! |

ell hell, but Mrs. Marsh u_sed to pull me in
iﬁ\:d my time at Harrisfield - it's a fantastic school and |
love to think about it from time to time and the wonderful

things we used to do.

Harrisfield, National Service and the Vietnam War Experience

It is 50 years since Harrisfield School ope"e‘jlg_”‘:s‘tg
years since Australia sent its first Regular Armylr_ SohaI: L
Vietnam. During the School's 50 years Austra '? b
been involved in other military campaigns, tr10 e
Timor to the Middle East. A number of the sc ooCI 2
students are known to have joined the services ar:c thesz
have been involved in these campaigns. NO"I?ar:’ = ne
campaigns has thus far impacted on the Cp?;r:r:] \J'\Earyand
and political scene to the extent of the Vietr AR Bl
our associated compulsory military ser\ﬂce‘i tq_ i
the Menzies government in November 1 9% o or 4872
Service conscription scheme ended in D€ e TWhlitam
when, within a few days of their e_lectlon,us i
government fulfilled a campaign promise to s 5 p"ordir;arily

With few exceptions, 20-year-old TE oo siriad
resident’ in Australia were required oonthg < balict
compulsory National Service. Every siX tms o
was drawn, using marbles wih Bl e eni medical and
who were balloted-in, passed the SUDseq[yen or deferment,
security checks and failed to gain exemp :or Aty Eanie
were called up for 2 years full time Regu 3ietnam and OF
They were liable for combat service In ATt
discharge were required to serve 3 yearsrgate B
Regular Army Reserve. The aim was to c"als i
40000 full time soldiers to support Austrgr Al B e
year commitment to the Vietnam War. e il Al
ended in June 1973, although the.wa'é” Qna:me's 8 years,
1975. During the National Service 028 e *balloted:
804286 men were registered and 237 e dically
in" or volunteered. Some 99000 of thesf’ons e
rejected and many others gained exemp :ualifying i
deferments, such as for marriage or flgrt?onal L ether
in the Citizens' Forces. In total 63735 aArmy g
were eventually called up for Regu!a{ e . 19400
59000 Australians who served in Vie nsen{ Aol 1966.
were conscripts, the first of whom were

: d
: i« time in the other arme
Some, ke the edilor, served T O comen Killed and

services. Of the 508 Australian . s

2jgtl)cxeusounded in Vietnam, 183 of thost?clél:ll‘zdn.an

1480 of the wounded were Natl.onal Ser\i;'1 R st ithee
About 300 lads from Harnsﬁelfi SIIZ gervice. e

been required to register for Naﬂonah o ool in ts 50

about 7% of all boys to have attended t eould lblgls it

years. Statistics suggest 24 of these W

ith 7 serving in Vietnam. There is no definitive
lci::t”g?tﬁg's;v léglled up, but the following 10 ex-students are
known to be Vietnam veterans _(there may be other§) ""_"d
8 are believed to have been National Service conscripts:
Alan Emmett, Ray Flett, Tom Hagan, Thadeus Krzywo-
kulski. Les Lucas, Jos Poeisz, John Shoesmlgp, Bogdan
(Bob)’ Sidor (now deceased), Borys Weremijenko and
WaLl'(r)eCr;IV:{:‘;ttléaéw Munday from Bowmore- Road, brother
of ex-student Tony (dec.), was killed by a mine on Eeb. 28,
1970 during operations in the Long Hai Mountains. Jos
Poiesz, an ex-student from 1956, was called up, served as
a tracker in Vietnam and unexpectedly encountered Barry,
a school days friend, during an operation to ambush me
Viet Cong. Neither had been aware the other was ]'rlz i ;
same battalion and they chatted briefly. Barry was kille
weeks later with Joe's platoon commander and 6 others.
icemen regularly commemorate his sacrifice.
servllc National Serviceman and ex-student
o d malaria on an army training exercise
ted to his premature death.

Local ex-
Peter ;
1955-58, contracted |
in New Guinea and it contribu i
] jal website, Vietnam
- Australian War Memoria )
Jﬁ?eﬁ?essmminal Roll and personal correspondence).

x-student 1956-58.

ittle. & .
° Warren \:1v:slt|:0 and served in Vietnam. Al_'\yway, Bob
g eceiv:ad our call up notices and did our rooky

uckapunyal. ....Bob and | t_ourecl
i atbl; then me and Bob had made it safe

rs | can recall as Vietnam vete;rans
for the rest,..F':'ht?_Dg:\’e d with the Engineers, Bob Sidor -
are: ....Ray Fle rer at Nui Dat, died about 8

ou
was attached ,‘_‘:,sthﬁ,cz? ... Jos Poiesz - served in 8RAR

(Sidor) and I'r
training toget
Vietnam in 69/70, -

years ago, .. ; Barry Munday, ....Tadek
me unit as
Itfwgri)%ulé?(? ..?Soris Weremijenko ..and Alan Emmett....

; is article is dedicated by the editor
o T Giark (ex-student 1955-59) to
0 all those from Harrisfield School whlo

N have served their country. Allan's
; generation is overly repre§ented,
with three of the above Vietnam
y veterans (Ray, Bob & Warren)
)i coming from his grade at Harrisfield.
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1970

West Gate Bridge collapsed. Tullamarine airport
opened (now Melbourne Airport).

e  February enrolment 633. 103 beginners were graded
into 3 groups according to age.
* Records indicate "Harrisfield Primary School" was
used from here on, rather than "Harrisfield State Schoal".
e June Principal's report:
- Dividing fence with Blom's replaced with chain mesh.
- Avenue of Melaleucas ("paper barks") planted along
the asphalt pathway. Melaleucas & Photinia Robustas
alternately planted along north and east boundaries.
- 32 bench seats purchased for outside use.
- $800 of equipment purchased during the financial
year, thanks to Mothers' Club fund raising.
e July enrolment 642,

Colin Stollery & Mark Hogben were among the admirers of
the Chitty Chitty Bang Bang car that attended the fete

o November 6 & 7: To great acclaim, the musica|

“Oliver!" was staged at Springvale High School auditorium

to raise funds for a school library (see Arts section).

1970 AT HARRISFIELD

This year has been one of a special fund raising effort
8t Harrisficld Primary School. It wes our aim that by
having a Speciel Effort we might be able to finance the
building of a School Library.

Tuo special committees were formed early in the year.
Onc was to conduct tha Bnnuzl School Fete and the nther
#s @ Production Committee for the presentation nf a
School Musicael,

We are confident about the results of bhese two functiong
and because of this the School Committoe has already bagun
tho initial steps to hava a Library bullt at Harrisfiglg
Primary School during 1971,

e  December Principal's report:
- Site works still not completed for classroomg
completed in Dec 1968.
- "Oliver!", fete and grade stalls funds would go towards
central library construction commencing in 1971.
- Educ. Dept. Grade Readers to be phased out in 1971,
- December enrolment 640 with 85 Grade 6 exiting.

e 742 individual students attended for part of the yegr
with a turnover of 200 students.

1971

Late night shopping introduced in Victoria.

e June enrolment 654. Gr 3C&4C a composite grade,
e July 27 Principal's report;
- Construction of central library underway.
- Previous library room to become Audio Visual room
o  October: 30 trees and shrubs planted as part of the
“Tree Warden" scheme, with Springvale City Council,
e  December Principal's report:
- Due to excellent fund raising the school ceniral librg
was completed - $1500 of books to be added in 1972
- Another TV, blinds and rear projection screen were

The 1970s at Harrisfield Primary School

installed in the proposed full time Audio Visual room.
- Language problems mainly with Yugoslavian children.
°  December enrolment 656 (106 in grade 6).
* 733different students attended for some part of 1971.

1972

Home \{ideo sets became available in Melbourne.
Conscription abolished.
* February enroiment 639 1 8 classes.
June Principal's report:
- Much weekend vandalism of the extensive plantings
of lage 1971/early 1972
- The junior wing was fully painted over summer.

- Metal shelving installed in library during May vacation
and the central library set up.

- Athird Grade 5 needed after May.

- Unusgal number of staff changes in first half, mainly

affecting 1E Preps, 1A, IB (3 times) and 2A.
- Due to the increasing number of flats in the area, in
Excess of 200 pupils were moving in & out each year.
- "The school committee purchased a ride-on mower
this year and now engages a former pupil on an
hourly rate. This regular mowing of the grass has
resulted in a vast improvement in the appearance of
grassed areas."
+vas very familiar with the lawns (or should | say grass)
ﬁxtotvr:ii Stl:)hogl. As young lad | had set up a small lawn
deliveng usiness for pocket money as an alternative to
o schng [the Dandenong "Journal”. | had a contract with
R 00l to cut the grass for a number of years (at $2 /
recall), it was good fun bumping around the oval on

€ school's "Deutscher” ride on mower which had very
Ubious Suspension.

hRﬂ?dn Exner, Kraft foods director, ex-student 1962-67.

-year: The Schoo| Palicy was distributed.
October 28: School fete.

Decem‘ber Principal's report:
7 Axtepswe replanting recently completed.
Dphed'for "Centenary of Education" money.
gla]or site works completed.
an%art-tume migrant teachers appointed during term 3
= uged ths.? smqll staff room in the junior wing.
Om in senior Wwing available for Audio Visual use.
usic advisor's visits deemed too infrequent.

= Junior wing to pe fy) i i .
Y repainted during the holidays.
Upto 10 teachers leaving. ’ '

2 ecember enrolment 645,
39 different students attended for some part of 1972.

1973

End of the
Vote,

...Q_":r"‘

Vietnam War, 1g year olds got the
s go
Sydney Opera House opened.

Janug .
the school'rsy|3' Mrs Helen Turnbull, who would become

the Office Ongest serving staff member, commenced in
-] F :
5 Aigguary enrolment 626 (inferred).

) Mmodation i inci
clerical atafh made for second vice principal and

} Thl-sf Page donated by the Nicholson
§ fa.mlly in memory of Philip Ross
Nicholson ex-student 1966-72 who
‘passed away aged 40 years on the

-

19/1 0/2001. They  congratulate
% Harrisfield Primary School on cele-

,‘ﬂ\ m brating 50 years and wish them con-
> M tinued success in the years to come.

. The 1970s

e  June Principal's report:
- Part time gardener appoir:jtgd 'tofre;rl;\;z weeds.
- le tops being fitted in infan ; )
= g?)v;rtﬂ?me rr?igrant ?eachers working in unsatisfactory
accommodation — an adjunct to a staffroom.
- $5200 budgeted for school's 1973 needs.
- $100 spent on science equipment.
- Mrs Hill of Music staff visited regularly
o Mrs S. Zalitis, school cleaner since 1956, ceased.
e 775 individual students attended during the year.

1974
Darwin devastated by Tropical Cyclone Tracy on
Christmas Day.

e  Enrolment 628. ' )
e A part time teacher conductesj remedlal'read;r}gt;or
older children and relieving teaching. Mrs :{lljzla Svl:;?; :1 e%
music teacher assisted music coordinators II.I ysonsc A
and Keith Brereton. The former gave recorder les ;
latter gave lessons on tuned p_err.‘;]ussm:o.0I

A drama club was active in the school. =
: "Operation Upgrade" would prpv!de an additional staff
room, sick bay and art and craﬂ blil;cimugl.)
o July 1: Enrolment 620 (32 in, 42 out). :
e chober: Principal Wally Smith after perlod; ?: c:;l':'?etsrf;
retired from Harrisfield after 10% years a;::e Skl
Education Department after 44 years Service.
presented with a reclining armchair.
e  December 6: Principal's report:

- Enrolment 603 (44 in, 71 out). g ] ]
- Adventure playéround work to begin during holidays.

- New lino/carpet throughout Junior Wing

- 5teachers attended projectionist's Course:Skinner i
o The Social Services League under Mrsschool's i
Mr Fidelia had committed to assisting thle T e
neighbours, the Noble Park and SP"PQV.E;IB o
Centre and donated $200 to them during t ?Yd 3;318 s
o Christmas stall: The Mothers' Club ?:?161975
was put towards the Adventure Playgroun i eér
e 709 individual students attended durlnghon ycoﬁceds.
e  Excursions for the year included: SYum Il_,orne snd
Folk Museum, Latrobe Valley, local farm,
Wyperfeld camp.

In 1974 | heard that Ers St
closed as a hotel and was ava ot
Rumedifmadele ponid s Iesis(‘ tr;arr}oisgwas still
arrived with a busload of students. Erskin ey
being run as before so the children .:'e gelicn. S
rooms and were waited on in the dining

in 1975.
experience for most students, but not the case |

-82.
o  Keith Brereton, Harrisfield teacher 1961-8

L Victori
First colour TV for Vic
Minister Gough Whitlam (11th Novem

se i d been
ine House in Lorne ha
0 ple for group hire. We

a. Sacking of Prime
ber).

e February: Enrolment 596. -
e Mr Syan’Reed was the new Pnncl;:;
Suffering badly from Dartr‘;rlt;‘sgnghe

i hool from Dande : -
tva[k:\';%iig:;e-Grouping (MAG) plas_sesov:r?ées‘iﬂ:é?el?grade
to reduce the numbers of pupils In S

d proved a great success. : o
:"aSSSeOSH?Q 391' children from north of the highway

iti sported
admitted to the school on condition parﬁ?tav:;n v\Fr)ithout
them to school and none crossed 'tcrj]eedga gk
adult supervision. This was coﬂs!I errt Bt
measure prior to the opening of the Silve

| for just this year.
ercised by daily
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e A $7000 subsidy was used to convert a shelter shed
into a new canteen at a time when other schools were
phasing out their canteens. - '
e Changing local community patterns, with increasing
migrants and more flats and units constructed, resulted in
a very high turnover of students.
e 2 part-time migrant teachers on staff for 50 students.
e  May 30: Enrolment 587. :
e School community rose in support of a caring teacher
slandered in a false and sensationalist press report.
e  Adventure playground Stage 1 completed by July.

N,

Adventu; Playground: Following a co-operative

i then City of Springvale a fine
:L?:ﬁtige::a;vgl:gumewas constructed in 1975, near thg
northern boundary adjacent to where a supermarket car

rk was later established. The play equipment, of t.reated
ey as financed on a dollar for dollar baszs_ with the
glgrliaﬁg":ale council. A pine bark base was added in 1981.

Gary Matthews, School Committee & Council 1976-82
O A A e ==~ —

i icks in my head is when the

e Iihm%oil?:é rwe:£¥n§:ice. | had Z huge fall O.ff it and

adventure;(p ?1,3 arm. | was in grade 3/4, and _till this day |

gg]?ge?:)aiﬁ in that arm. | really enjoyed my primary years.
e Hayley Kusters, ex-student 1973-1979.

e The Mothers' Club started
organising an annual Fashign
~ parade, on this occasion with
teachers, their spouses and o;hers
drafted as models. Judy Skinner
T g (ex-teacher) provided this photo of
Ll herself modelling one of a number
5‘ of outfits for the event.
% , Excursions during the vyear
# included: Lilydale farm, Moe Folk
Museum, Naval Dockyards, Dpcks
and Westgate Bridge, Railway
Museum, ABC Studios and camps
at Erskine House in Lorne (again),
o and Lake Eppalock.

1976
School fire.
refugees arrived b

inci b Macdonald),
ar, a new Principal (Bo
3 nd !|: 8 romgrr:;v:v i?aff, including 6 first year teachers.
a

: incipal and brought with
Bob Mamon:ailc‘ije:: ﬁg bae?ietgd s':udents and teachers
him mangiiE leasant surroundings and embarked on
werked belel InnF;ty project fo beautify the classrooms,
a huge commuom with wallpapers, plants and paintings.
offices & staff ro Harisfield teacher 1981-82.

i ereton g
e Keith Br — eighties saw a numbﬁr. of major
The seventl the school buildings anq faglhtses, many
improvements o hieved under the enthusiastic leadership
o; which -w:r:risgipal Bob Macdonald. Enrolments during
of incomin '

en opened. First Vietnamese
Cantt:r small boat. Medibank started.
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most of this period were in the mid 500's, and portable
classrooms were often required to meet peaks.

e  Gary Matthews, School Committee & Council 1976-82

e  The District Inspector at this time was Mr B. F. O'Neill,
one of the school's original teachers.

e School Council elected: Bruce Shaw (Pres.), Nick van
Oostven (Sec.) and Gary Matthews (T reas.).

e March 3: Enrolment 610.

e School banking continued and the Mothers' Club
provided lunches until the new canteen opened.

e May: New lino for 7 classrooms, oval top-dressed with
600 cu. yards of soil, seating mound installed for "outdoor
theatre" and concrete cricket pitch approved.

e June: Mrs Hadfield was appointed fulltime to the
librarian vacancy and Miss Rebecca Orr, recruited from
Lincoln, Nebraska, USA, was appointed to the school.

e June 8: New Canteen became operational with Mrs
Margaret Greenham as manageress.

e June 18: Mothers' Club cake stall.

Money raising efforts were street stalls in lan Street and
Douglas Street 3 or 4 times a year. Lamington drives were
great fun, we formed assembly lines, cutting cake, making
chocolate icing, rolling in coconut, setting, drying, packing,
What a sticky day, forever washing our hands. The
Mothers' Club raised lots of Pounds Shillings and Pence tg
purchase library books, aids for class rooms, curtains,
blinds, all the things that a school needs that were not
provided by the Education Department. Then after the fire
it was necessary to raise many Dollars and Cents.

e Svyivia Stollery, Mothers' Club, Rl teacher, 1961-93.

® July 25: School fire (see next page).

®  August: Mothers' Club funded new lino in 5 rooms,

e August: A portable classroom for the Migrant
Assistance classes was installed at the school.

e August 4: School's Music Festival at Noble Park High.
® August 19: Mothers' Club doughnut day.

It was approximately 1976 when Margaret Greenham
started the canteen in the old shelter shed. It took a |of of
hard work to and froing with the Education Department byt
was achieved. Around about the same time, Peter MecCal
donated a doughnut machine to the Mothers' Club. We
started doing doughnuts on election days to raise extra
money for the school, we also had doughnut days for the
children's families, | particularly remember the first donut
day we had for the children as it kept us working for two
days to fill all the orders. After that we would have g
doughnut day for the children about once a term.

o Florrie Draper, Mothers' Club & Canteen Manageress
Doughnuts Days: One ever-reliable source of
fundraising during this period (1970s and 80s) was the
doughnut machine. No event, whether a fete or a Sports
was complete without members of the Mothers’ Club
spearheaded by Florrie Draper, chuming out hot
doughnuts to eager customers. i

e G. Mafthews, parent '76-82.

o September: The new
canteen was opened by Mr Alan
Lind, the area's State MP (and a
former teacher at the School),
Reporting the opening in his
regular column in the Dande-
nong Journal he commented
"They're warm folks indeed at

Harrisfield". Florrie Draper's o
photo shows Principal Bob
Macdonald with Alan Lind as he
declared the canteen open.
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° September: A walkathon organised by the Mothers'
Club raised $2539 of which $1912 was used to purchase
equipment replacing that lost in the fire.

°  October 16: Fete made $1060 profit & Mothers' Club
auction added $280.

*  October: 400 families had children at the school.

°  Greek migrants social afternoon held.

°  October 23: A supper dance held at the Buckley St.
P_ubllc Hall in Noble Park celebrated the School's 21%
blnhggy — cost $10 double with the “Country Wranglers"
Providing the music. Teachers Keith Brereton and Judy
Skinner cut the 21st birthday cake (photo Florrie Draper .

November:

: Tubs with i the
beautification s trees installed as part of

®  November 4
staged at Noble
again producing,

and acclaimed as a great success.
ms\snsxg

» 5 & 6: The musical "Oliver Twist" was
Park High School Hall Keith Brereton

AT HARRT
Becaug
Buch a:c:::am'i;im "Oliver Twist" was parformed with
again gy 1971 the deciajon taken esrly this year %o
Kait:g; the @hoy the same producar, °
wledge J,::ﬂton Was made with confidence, but with a
would po Nquir:d:geat deal of assistance from many SOUTCES

That i

produ:ti:n aﬁnm“ hould attempt such an ambitious

© Droducar and thy Loss £OT the energy and competence of

njoys,  Thas m““ géneral comminity backing the school

YLthin many ong 9re ave enormous talents lying dormant
ldren §5 evident when they become involved

Beoayg, 80 many
effopt th: Shoy ﬁuﬁ“ &M children have wade a significant

Far ), be a auccessful and enjoyabla one.
that "glll’iﬁioipauag children it should hejafaa exparionce
Trom the sch:::[,a“h them long after they have departed
*here will ve 4pg For the adulte assisting with the show
¥ith somethin 2atiafaction of having been associated
o make i S mehithiate, 14 remains for the audience

8 o
di"avnomtad,wn Judgenent ~ we hope ¥ou will not be

4t b ] #rw naat
November g The last School C

hel i
4 d Snd a School Coungi| formed (Bruce Shaw president)
ovember 11: School sports,

Canteen made $800 profit.

Excursiong during the year included: Moomba

con "G "
Pen(;;?\lc e"Cm?:\;eula' at the Palais theatre, "Pirates of
S_pringvaie,M' erleigh  Schogl (Geelong) exchange,

Airport, | ake Ié;rant Hostel, Zoo, Tram Depot, Tullamarine

ommittee meeting was

; ren back t .
®*  Keith Brergton, Harrisfield teacher 1561 ?B?mp
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Harrisfield School Fire - evening of Sunday July 25, 1976

Dandenong Journal 29" July 1976

SCHOOL HIT
BY BLAZE

HARRISFIELD Primary School was extensively
damaged by fire last Sunday night.

Four rooms, an office block and a s!orergnrn were gum;t‘ii by the
blaze, and thousands of dollars worth of equipment destroyed.

The total estimate
of damage to proparty
has not yet been final-
ised, but it is expected 3

to be more than
ve been
$100,000. equipment was dtﬁlmgﬁ!. gﬁgsn:‘,}?!:;clsndﬁe;nhﬂw
Deputy principal Mrs Do-  including xylophones which ren to schuol until furtber
rmh_\'p.l ey vesterday ~ were (o be used by students Ul
three senior teachers had  in ?‘ music festival next Four portables have ,-',I|,
1(')5.1 ';ninst c;‘l‘:&yﬂ:h::%l']eg} “Wich of the school's  ready wm:ndp‘la';:;-ihéﬂE{lul?
:ll:Isb :ll.:citult?gx:s'néark and  audio-visual equipment, '2. sehoos 35211.1rimcn|. which
s o cluding 8 new film proje cation 8 i fof
personal equipment, 3 has been commendid [o

tor, was also lost. “ir swift action in geling
All of the school's musical Parents of the senior :g;{;;fnw AccomMOUAtioi.

Police huve charged five
children with bresking and
entering, and Iwo Wwith
arson.

 _ Gary Matthews, School Commiffce &.r?%"?‘g' L
rious setback I !
The school suffered a se deliberately lit fire destroyed

SCHOOL THANKS | e e o en

wing facing Callander Rd.

" SIR — Through the columns of | Tha principal Mr Macdonald

our spaper we would like to 2 ortable
ixpré'fsw gublicly our sincere quickly arranged for p

gratitude to the officials of the buildings - as temporary

& ion D tment and the lic
llgggl‘i‘:“‘?\::lrksepgg;:rlmem who replacemenis and the Pub

acted so swiftly to assist us after Works Dept set about the
a fire caused extensive damage f re-building what
to the Harristield Primary | process O bei
School on Sunday, July 25. subsequently proved to be

Because of their prompl ac- dard of building,
tion, four poriable classreoms | petter stan : lib
were on site within two days and including an improved library
repairs and painting were under- fice facilities.
way on damaged rooms. Withia and . 0

four days of the fire all children Fortunately, most of the

wer fortabl accom- 2 .
modated. Y interior fittings were covered

We believe that their com- (5 Hce - ‘As 8 direct
hined action is warthy of recog- | by NS 2
n;:liﬂll as (l)%r(ltﬂsionﬂlly wetendto | o it of the fire a security

i he contrary. — installed
%Tmiwernls R BREW (chair- | alarm system wahsool by the
man, 'school committee). R. | yhroighout the sc

MACDONALD (Principal). Education Depadment_

_ ) : 26 charges against
The Police Report details-the lay'ngncged within 24 hours.

5 boys aged 11 to 14, all apprehe A troyed
Two ny tl?e 4 portable classrooms, repia; < \?\nﬂﬁrs! ths:ee
classrooms, were on-site by noon Mon ay-s were ready
weeks the other partly damaged classroorrgrily located in
for reoccupation, enabling 3 classes tempo ed back to the
two halls at the Church of Christ to be;_OT:J \:lewspapers. In
School. A "thank you" was placed in sent to the many

September "thank you" notes were S¢ istance.
ind?viduals and businesses who had provided assi

*  Keith Brereton, Harrisfiel 'teache;;ggrtg,ﬁ: facing the
The fire: wes Se R e ér;tr?ge office. Some classes

uadrangle, in the corner near e
?ve?e mo%ed to the library, which was not badly affe

e Annette Langdon. ex-student 1968-74: N

It was in my sister's grade 6 giass
Brereton's piano, that the fire was started.....

s Jaclyn Lang (nee Collins). ex-student 1970-?6:

| have wonderful memories of my years at Harrisfield PS,
one of the most obvious being that | was one of 'the grade
sixes at Harrisfield when the fire went through in 197@. I
have memories of my friends and myself at the time being
very distressed and upset that our safe haven of school
had been destroyed; rumour bemg_ it was an act of van-
dalism. As the school had to ﬁrjd tmmediate: accommod-
ation for us | have vivid memories of attending school at
the church in Kelvinside Road, N_oble Park. As | look back
this must have been quite difficult for the teachers
involved! From memory it was the grade 5s & Bs crampe:i
in together in a room, with little outside area for us to play!

yley , eX- t 1973-79:

ley Kusters, ex-studen 9.

.l rer::mber the fire in the grade 6 building, not so much
what it looked like, but the smell. It was such an over-

whelming smell.

i iddy, ex-student 1970-76.
I. suri-ihldr:;3 rt’e—rgember several _things that occurred at tthde
time of the fire. The grade sixes were greatly disrupted,
having to move to the Church of Christ Hall in Keiymsme
Rd. | don't think we actually did any work, particularly
: n our pens were being continually dropped down the

AL i from the fire
i or. | remember walking home from

gz_at?.l 5 ftc?r%ﬂ‘lo boy, and him telling me that he bumed the

:::hogl down! .... | never believed that he did, but it turned

out that he did ...

: x-student 1970-77:
Neil Rose. o8l e fire &5 we had to use portable

date the students for study.

[

....| actually
buildings to accommo

nee Burke), ex-student 1970-76:
i Sl-jeg?ac;ecaa the year of the fire. We had to go to the
e Kelvinside Rd every day for scho_ol. At t_he same
ere practising for our school musical, Oliver.

church in
time we w!
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1977

First live TV broadcast of a VFL Grand Final.
Elvis Presley died.

e  February news:

- The government introduced a book allowance for the
new school year, paid directly to the school. Book and
stationery costs were kept within this allowance,
easing the burden of book costs on parents.

- On the staff this year was Barry Greer, brother to
feminist author and activist Germaine Greer.

- Enrolment 549 (Silverton opening took 50 students).

- Pupil/teacher ratio 1:28 in Prep & 1:32 in other grades.

- Canteen profit $1060 since opening. Mrs Greenham
manageress. Chocolate milk price rose to 19 cents.

- Mr Brereton's classes still in the library after the fire.

* March 1: Kevin Heinze (ABC gardening guru) gave a
talk and demonstration at the school, with proceeds split
between the Cancer Fund and school improvements.

e March 17: 40 children and 2 teachers were invited to
Royal Park to welcome the Queen.

e March 20 (Sunday): School BBQ and social day
coincided with the occupation of the rebuilt building.

°__April 3: International Day with BBQ & ethnic displays.

L3 2 < e AR
Interational Days: Another popular fundraiser took
advantage of the wide ethnic mix represented in the
school population, with stalls featuring tasty foods ang
national dishes from all corners of the globe.

e Gary Matthews, School Council Treasurer in 1977.

*  April: Films screened by the Leyland Brothers.
e  April: Mr Brereton on special leave studying musicg)
interests in Japan.

e April: Classrooms upgrade underway using Motherg'
Club funds.

Classroom Upgrade: During 1977, the Mothers’ Club,
- with the active encouragement of Mr Macdonald, begap

the challenging project of refurbishing all of the school's
classrooms. This pace-setting work extended over nearly
three years, and involved a dedicated band of mums and
dads in the making and hanging of brightly Coloureq
curtains, similarly bright wall papering, carpeting anq
sanding and painting of desks. The results Wwere
dramatically successful, becoming a benchmark and
attracted a great deal of interest from schools both Within
and outside the state, with a number of inspections and
visits from departmental and school representatives,

o Gary Matthews. School Council Treasurer 1977.

e April 26: Presentation to retiring Callander Roag
crossing supervisor Jack Ward.

»  May 1 (Sunday): Working bee.

e May 5: Doughnut Day.

e May: The School Council proposed to parents g
“Voluntary Contribution Plan" to fund its "School Coungcil'g

The 1970s at Harrisfield Primary School

Improvement Plan” by direct appeal, with a target of
$3400. Its primary purpose was to construct a roofed
outdoor recreation area. This was the first step in what
eventually climaxed in the Macdonald Hall opening in
1983, with the driving forces being Bob Macdonald
(Principal) and Gary Matthews (School Council).

°  June: Enrolment 550, 25-30% migrant background.

® June: Miss Capper replaced USA-recruited Miss
Deanne Macomber, who returned home. Mrs Laidlaw
replaced Mrs Hagan (on 4 months LSL).

® June: Mr Keith Brereton composed the School song,
assisted by Mrs Judy Skinner, in time for the opening of
the reconstructed building, where it was sung by 35
members of the Melbourne Chorale.

° Jure 2, 8PMm: Official opening of the building
reconstructed following the fire, by The Hon. J.S. Bloom-
field, MLA, Minister of Education, with 200 guests and
parents in attendance. Administration and staffroom areas
had been upgraded and an arts/craft facility included.

HAMRISVTELD PAYTARY scroon wo. 4730

OFFICIAL OPEiING PROG

8,00 -
8,30 p,m. Arrivel, introductions, eto,

8.30 p,m, Anthem followed by schaol song.
8445 pum.  Sposches,

Principal - My, lacdonald.

School Gommittes President — Hr. Shaw.

Springvale Gouncillor — Ne, .

Frankston Regional Director of Education
Mr. Balson.

Ministor - Mp, Thompeon.

Vote of thanke, My, Billing, M.L.A.

9415 pum. Entortainment.

Hemters of Melbourne Chorale conducted by
Hr. Val J. Pyera.
Tour of facilitios,
Supper — Vote

9:40 p.m,

10,00 p,
e oL W of thanks tendered to Mothers' Club

by Kr. Stacey, M.L.C.

June 1g; Working bee
July/Aug: Mothers' Club

The Mothers'
A s’ Club ..

and H

annual mannequin parade.

- Organized an Enid Gilchrist

quin parade. Clothes were made for boys and girls

arrisfield children Wwere the models. The parade was

- Ll S a great success
g i -
Sylvia Stollery, Mothers' Club, Rl teacher, 1961-93.
il:]I’A'-'Qi Piano purchased for the school.
Aug::: 25?-?6 donated to State School's Relief C'tee
- Enrolment 540, 150 of i A
August 14: Working bee. igrant backgroun

AUgust 17: Helpeq by Brereton & Mrs Skinner,

Students perform,
ed at Dandenong Town Hall as part of
e Dandenong Music Festival. . P

August 11 or 18: Fo
: Football "
South Melbourne Football Clup

L]
an:;gft 19: Mrs M. Greenham resigns as Canteen
c 8 and Mrs F. Draper appointed from term 3.
anteen: The work of the hard working Mothers’ Club

Volunteers prepari
; Paring lunches i
given muych needec.j °Nes in the canteen each day was

: assistance when Mrs Florrie Draper

was appointed as the fi id m ek o
bt rst paid |

council in Eeblen i 1977p anageress by the schoo

Gary Matthews, School Council Treasurer 1977.
(-]

Aug/Sept: Netbal| A"
: won th
September: i e local sports assoc final.

Wi _ Mothers' Cjlub resident Judy
atsondg?;ewously Margaret Greenham). pJoy Kent (VP),
on (Secretary) and Eyg Richards (Treasurer).

clinic" held on the oval with

Dandenong, while another person ma

° isfield ex-student and North Melbourne half

fonv;:gmg?even Icke played in the North ‘Melbourne

premiership grand final against Collingwood, in a replay
following the previous week's draw.

" Uparadeto | aring completion

- to 5 classrooms ne .
- \EIJ\Er?;a:r?d Cheese evening attended by 80 people on
the 9th raised $150.

o 1 Newsletter:

e ?&Obgérjool Council was investigating al roof:on[y
structure, 60' X 40' using a "dollar for dollar subsidy.

- Thanks to those who produced the "Harrisfield ':lun[or
Herald", for its "contribution to learning the 3 Rs". .
October 15: School sold off surplus "trash & treasure”.
October 21: School Council supper/dance.

November: 2 basketball towers installed.
Newsletter: o
= %i?:crzgﬁrsﬁodged to plans ttr? rir;%v:y:olh remaining
] classrooms during the : ==l

. Rr:::g;ethe teachers leaving: Mrs Hutterer _(bEn%!I:.)h
Enrichment Instructress") and Mrs Hadfield (librarian).

°  December 13: Final parents' working bee for th? ye?::'é

e Excursions during the year inc:luded:h };Ile: e;,:]r:a e

Sanctuary, Inverleigh School (Geelong) exc a]tgn’ T

Town Hall Orchestral Concert & Museum, _Car 03 ; 5

excursion & Neill St School exchange, Bright '(kfaar% )

200, Port Melbourne, Railway museum and Berwic :

1978
First test-tube baby born

e January: Multi-Purpose Covered Area (MPCA) plans

were amended. i "

*  Fete profit $4140, inc. $1857 from the Nfl'r:{l;f‘“ggz

March: Mrs N. Van Oostveen was Counci the Special

s April: A gardener was employed under

Youth Employment Training Scheme. o

*  April: 493 students present for class photos.

°  April 4: Working bee. L

*  April 19: Leyland Brothers film showing. al — group of

* May 9: Dandenong Youth Music F_eISﬂ‘érade 6.

40 participated in "A Minstrel Show", ma't" gfne e
May: USA-recruited Rebecca OrT re l;ass
June 21: Breakfast "sit-in" for MAG class. & i
June 22: "Green Day" - MAG class all \::(tj[(o SF]Jarents.
June: "School Policy — Paper No. 1" s&

[ ]

(-]

: 1"
*  June 17 (Saturday): "Fun Day".
*  June 18: Working bee for parents.
o
L]

: ildren sponsored.
July 14: Numberthon, with Gh“d;';,ident; Jan Shaw.

August: New Mothers' Club pre d the staff (library and

August: Mrs Joan Johnson joiné
language enrichment). -
e  September 16: Mothers' Club annual fas
*  September 30: Fete - profit $1822. o DxocEal 0
e  October: No major objectionf r?}iﬁse S arehiolise":
convert neighbouring nursery to a "half cas 3t plais fof
e October 12: More amendments reqflpirgution L home,
MPCA. Fete profit, $1822 Voluntary COf}es o exceeded
Numberthon and other fund raising mont
the $5000 budget for the MPCA. | Bob Macdonald
s Qctober 12 Newsletter: F’rlr}tﬂpfl or wrongly Aust
wrote: "Favourable Comments: Blgh; yrace of “knockers’
ralians are often accused of being share of criticism,

i ir
and schools have often come in for the

le who
. ks of two peop
so it was pleasing to note the remarrrisﬁel'.'i children. One

; i f Ha
ly praised the behaviour O e way our
children behave at the heate de similar remarks

hion parade.
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t our children who visited the Gippsland Folk Museum
?r:)coeuntly. As Principal I'm very pleased to hez.-:r .SII..xch
remarks. | believe it is a reflection of the.ovgrall‘msc_::p ine
and tone which prevails at our school. This situation is du:
to the children and to our staff who approach their tas

i dedication."

:wth grcet?)tber 26: "Sleepover” cl;or Multi-Age Group (MAG)

i s. BBQ and square dancing. :

:Wth g?(g::ersions during the year to: quley Horticultural
Society and Gardens, Yarra launch cruise, Nar Nar (E—‘;oog
farm, Gippsland Folk Museum, "F:'eter and t_he" WOE ank
"Nutéracker Suite" at the Palais, "Snow White" at Frank-
ston State College and camps at Somfars and How?:aﬁ_ :
e December 13: School conpert in Noble Pa _ Ilg

School Hall — "Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour
Dream Coat" — suffered from a faulty PA'system. :

End of year: 8 teachers left anfi Muriel Hore re’u:ted. .
Grounds: During the late 1970_ s a great dea; qldymo;
was done in the gardens surrounding the f.sch_ool mbmtc_::1 g

m of monthly working bees was instigated by the
A.prqgr? drawing on the parents of each gradue on a
e ‘basis Grade 6 teacher (and resident mu_snc:'al
rc_atatlor:”) Keitr'1 Brereton also led a small band of pupils in
dll‘ec;!O ardening “forays”. This proved so successful that
TS | was awarded departmental prizes on more than
the schog ion. A roster of lawn mowing and edgmg was
S e(i with a group of dads, using an improved
Tl wer tools that were purchased out of school
range.Of pods During this time arrangements were
coun::jl wf::rr: thé“Springvale Council for the regular mowing
agre

of the oval in retum for the school making the oval

i nd cricket matches. =
avaligl;le fr?llravt:ﬁ::(ues School Committee & Council '76-82.
L]

School gets
garden award

mary Schaol has won an award for the
HA"“'SFﬁLzmlwundl in the Dandenong electorate.
most Improv Mr Wise said n overall priccipal Mr Hob MacDe-

The school won the same AT et gt g o)
award 10 years ogo. The  developme Lanlor e ; .
e w‘gemat‘:: g;mﬁ‘rdsl{l:gv Brereton, who F63 who worked on the gar
‘m“nu'; Nam ;.L;; given @ has been nbg;lrlnvfe:rlsmc den.
a?ﬁu u? nficm: Meldrum's "Pi-  school for of ‘:” A
Eherhe'ﬂ Farm'. o Pictored with e 2

The school's vice princl:  ee from IE}‘C’C‘S‘.E.MT l;ﬁm:r!
o Mrr Pl;!" hﬁéﬁ“ !}-;ig s’?n vlr:“ pricacipal, Mr
many o e Ci the A e n‘ Lokt
helped In Impmvln.%n = (George Newia; of the e
Seboolgroun O e Jonch A i Breslon, schoo

times.

: school again won ANA's Garden
g, becriel 15-d£2§ng Inspectorate. The photograph

Prfize ?:otgﬁpgg‘g in the article reproduced on page 29.
referre

1979
Bomb attac
ernment Me

k on commonwealth Heads of Gov-
eting (CHOGM) in Sydney.

from 360 families. 17
. Enrolment 516 L

° Februa\tf)fe-a chers. Staff/ student ratio 1:30.4. L
Olassraoiute: ear a school alarm system was in ,
g t'mélflb classrooms update project was Ctog}r:n
the, Molners rted shelter shed was useq as a ca_l;:i g
pleted, & £ ssroom was devoted to mlgrant children.
and a portable 2 opened Mon, Wed and Fri for lunches
.F| ThEDc;:;;ere;anageress) and had contributed $800 io
(Florrie

- e previous year.
the Mothers' CLub fh?'l;t:doﬂald was on sick leave for part of

o Principal Bob Mac Dorothy Jules acting Principal.
. P Miss
the year, with D
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e February: Final modifications were bei

1
plans for the Multi-Purpose Covered Area el
e February: Recorder lessons co.

‘ mmenced
Mof.h:rs Club sausage sizzle raised $80. =
° ebruary 23: Farewell to teacher Jud i
went on confinement leave. i)
e  February 25: Working bee.

e February 28: Noble Park Fire Bri
_ ad
demonstration and fire evacuation drill, eSS
e March 5: Public meeting to survey th i
Put e opera
Scholal Councils since their implementat)i,on. s
° arch 8: School Council: Pres: Bruce Sh
: : aw, T -
urer Mrs Joy Kent, Sec: Mrs Rose Isma. New membe:el'\ifs
Isma was a foundation student of the school & now parent
e March 23: Mothers' Club cake stall. :
e  March 25: Working bee.
e August 13 Newsletter:
- Jan Shaw elected president of Mo y
: th
- Kiln bought for Art Room. St
- Mrs Cantwell and some children fi i
e n filmed for a Nationa|
o August 14: "Jonah Man Jazz
Dandenong Music Festival, Y Ciirals
° geptember 18: Sausage sizzle.
° ept 25 — Oct 3: Members of the Australi inci
ept =l stralian Principals'
Association visited to see the school j A
C _ improv
the "Upgrade project". provemsne Tom
e Late '79: New School Council format decided upon.
a l_)ecember: The "Multi-purpose Covered Area" was
now in use and was offered for hire for outdoor functions
e An end-of-year variety concert was staged. '

Dggmber 14: Retiremt_ant of DP Miss Dorothy Jukes
AR r | 2 ) . -

1970s Reminiscences

e Rosetta Isma (nee de Bortoli), ex-stud '
School Councillor 1979-8 ent 1955.5g

arent of Harrisfield
When my children started school, | quickIyStggc?: k.
m\{olveq with the parents and the School council. |t wme
quite drffer_ent being on the other side at the schoas
although Miss Jukes could still strike fear into the heart ol
parents despite her diminutive size! She appeared to: o
as we left our little preppies, but she had a heart of chIh
During that time there were so many. young families in thd'
area, and lasting friendships have been formed to this d "
with parents and teachers. The committee was very 24
active and held many fundraisers to improve the schl:)ro-
Fashion Parades, Wine and Cheese nights and evenOI'
_School carnival. We painted and wallpapered rooms 4 2
installed carpets. The Canteen was started and of coy 1
Macdonald Hall. That was the biggest Project and it \;sa
such an event when the roof was finally put on with Nai ,
Macdonald there, in ill health already, but able to see th:

The 1970s at Harrisfield Primary School

Lisgua:f_l gfmall ;he.eff_orts. The Harrisfield Donut Cooking
ol continundthls time and became such an institution.
— sme[lmt!h for many years and each Election Day you
Johrs Basecd e donuts from the Schoal. .... Again those
St ae quickly and the involvement with the school
S Lok good-insight into my children’s school years,

ch valuable friendships. It was an era when parents

had so-muy ,
community. ¢h more time than today fo help within the

e L - .

My ”frm—%‘_%gm (nee Richards), ex-student '72-77

books for the I-t; sit in the staffroom most days and cover

was always 'brary and when she wasn't doing that she

rememb&t¥ wzca’lrl1 ﬁzﬁe t?ec:\:ll?y- J lliglone tsacherigl
Iss Jukes,

to get one of my needles in prep. elasicidicond

°*  Simon Fabrikant, ex-student 1974-80.

| remember Sitti z
+--Sitting in a "pipe” in the h
and four square games Bators sohos playground at lunc

® Andrea Ho. b
| remember....The:%?gcasmr Sxcsludent 1976-82.

each lunchtime. skipping rope games we used to do

°®  Havley Kusters ex.
One lunchtime there G 1era0

shedded €€ was a huge fuss when we found
snake skin on the netball court near the goal ring.

L] H =

| rec%%%

a house backi‘; of us being chased by a man who lived in

him pulling 2 Shg onto the school with a stock whip. Then

serious stuff. | otgun on the same group at another time,

fater. I'm syre -faCtua"V forget about it until several years
' you asked the teachers at the time (1975)

they woulg r e
madman. . emember this incident, as they had to stop the

® Leanpe ;
| am now 40Manm°he ex-student 1970-76.

Yrs old and still have my best friend Carol

Wanne[l who
| ca 2
at Harrisfielq. W me from the same kinder as me to start

e have so 3
We ney many great memories of people
chasey i grage a2mes) and things we did e
really wanted to ki w:t h all of the gang except we never
My visual memg s We have many stories ... and
ere is one thinw |(-)f the school playground is pretty good!
grade 5 eacherg dlike to say and that is Mr. Fidelia, my
and beli Was the best teacher | have EVER had

Ve
: me, | have had plenty over the years!

Botthﬁ;IJSi?fs: ex-student 1970-77.
Memorap|e tin?g :fwmm‘l)_fbrothe_rs attended Harrisfield. A
contact with from H v lite. | still have a friend | keep in

3 arri .
rfemaineq friends eve:nssiiilg - We met in Grade 1 and have

« SlisEn inii
van
The school’s Sogial Senonmann), ex-student 1972-75.

raised $50 and donated

Park Mentaly
Mr Fidelia iny Retarded Children's centre.

m
Fever fioy Y Grade 5A 1974 was the best teacher that

: €ven thou :
oncellll (Those were th%hdgss;:aned L emetes

Eﬁ;eamarg Irons attended Harrisfield
Graderys chool from Prep in 1973 to
s | In 1979, and donates this
ContH In acknowledgement of the

ribution made to Harrisfield

students by the
: teachers,
and friends of the school. Zi

7,
-/:
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" >

Mothers’ club
renovates
classrooms!

In 1976, with the alm of providing an attractive
and stimulating learning environment, the Moth-
ers’ Club started an ambitious project to renovate
classrooms and furniture at Harrisfield School.

_Thc tirst step in the programme was to paint the ceiling,
side walls, cupboards and trim in each room.

Franr and back walls
were papered and dise
play board arcay were
cavered with blendlng
Wuben paper,

All ddeshs ond class-
Foote (urniture  wore
repamted and  shelving
Wus Mistalled along one
wull of eiseh room.

e redecoraing wan
vomplend with curtaing
:ml hungmp plunt bas-
ris

One wing (3§ oW
almont completed and

children and sialf are ap-
preciative of their brag:
Hful surroundings

With the energles of
1he mothers direcied o
Improving the Interlor of
the school. the Schoel
Councll undertosk the
beautlllcatien of the
rounds,

This included regutar
lawn mowing. garden
weeding and the devel-
epment of new garden
oreas.

S0 quccessful was the

co-operative elforl ine
volviag parenis. slatf
and children, that Har-
rislicld won toe AN.A.
Prize Tor the mest im-
praved Primary Scheol
Garden in the Dandenung
aren in 1978,

The presern School
Counci! praject 1s b pro-
vde a large sheliensd
pluy area

Wark on this has s1arte
od and il 15 expedivd o
be compleled by 1 herd
Term

2 stories of our
school excursion

In March this year I went on an ex-
cursion to a dairy farm and to Car-
dinia Reservoir. We boarded our bus
at 9 am and went to Narre Warren to

visit the dalry farm.

When we nrrived ot the
dasry furm. the farmer took
W~ 0t tour of the property.

We were shown the milk-
:u,: -.m-:ll-. where a larmband

da unlking o cow, using the
mitking  machines “':’3 we
wereallowed W try to hand-

ik b cow

There wis i sew born ealt
and alvo we had a rlde on a
borse, and there wan lots of
ulher interesiing (hings to

see.

Alter Tunch at the dairy
farim we feft for Cardinla

Resesvonr

W waw the big spillway

und wiilked along a lnke.

This bus ook us to both M
sules ol the teservoir belore

e rrurned (o

T next day
WL projevt by
farnt amd the

:

5 are funny

1 ~aw O checiah,

o FACH year grade ¥ children are Jaken o
fo the sae and kera's whal some of them

W suw u gianl turtle,
* ~aw @ boil constriclor

Hlonkevs
hﬂ wuw o tall giratfe.
Whe <aw ail dilferest animals.

The monkeys are cute. The
‘ 200 has elephants.

Qur teacher gave us some
pamphiets for our project
about the reservelr and an
the dairy Lirm .

1 learnt a lot on the trip
mostly how to mitk o cow,
and about the resesvolr

Lyneite Bell, Grade 8.

We boarded the bus
ready to go to a dairy
farm at Narre Warren
North. In some pad-
docks we saw friesan
cows and Jersey cows.

When we arrived there o
saw lots of cows und o few

orses.

We climbed hay Stacks,
and & man showed us the
milking shed, ond mil the

machines,

. (hrough the

n an pxcursion
thopght about

Kelly Fielcher
Zoo Bas lleas. The

o PICTURED obove
right is one of the
cdassrooms wpgroded
al Horristield by the
AMothers’ Club

T

o This weei's Schools
@ camo from Harris-
lefd Primary School.

Students and stafl of
Lyndalo Primary School
will cantribute the mat-
orlal for next week's

school s a well equipped
mul ‘which has an oval and

an adventure
l.‘.:"‘rﬁ!l. net and two pliches.

It has g library, ary room

and a film projeciur

A fair @
nent wi:ir
ire whieh ih
fore buliding in Wie

The Zoo has girafles.
The Zoo has URETS:
Zoo has
1—',‘.2 Zoa has SnUKCS.
The Zoo hus hirds
The Zoo has bears.

the Zao, 1sawag
Lpae 1t bif, snt
e Zoo we had lunc

o T 220

We siw a gred
the Zeo. ALt

=

Tiefore (he roaring Names
hit the library the fire men
= savid {6 bul many books
playground. 3 (0 destroyed by smoke

The remaloder of the
senlor bullding was pulled
down. All that was left were
window frames, the meial
raters on the reol and desk

mount of cquip-
destroved 1 the
ran straght

crocodiled.

ceat big gortila at the Zoo.
ke. We al) walked around

gt e S
All these were covercd In
thick black eharcoil

The rebuilding was fin-
whed (0 1977 s

Mr  Bregelop Drganises
soveral plays cuch year. Last
yeqr we woa 4 gardening
prize
Our teachera dos'l g 92
atrike,

The school pls

ys nctball,
fnotbull, newcombe,

bat

compein in

Ihe schoal athielles und last
eat we came tnird

“:r ‘r:w covered mrea ll:

being built and we ".un;rl:"_

thmes un weekends have d
fars. ’

i The Mothers f'lutilt[‘::;r;

strng support Thry‘-_wk .

rosier so by can

thy Canteen
We huve @ goodd set !

y ncil was
The Council wat BLCH

o, ..
5 ith a painting from 1h
oated W den in the Dandenang Inspeciorate.

i, N
e ANA Society for

!

having the most imgroved primary sehool gor

February 2, 1354 aad
wohool was opened DY Mr.
pioomficld.

The [first permandal
Headmaster  was Mr.
Cotlins,

At tne start 194 pupils at:
tendedt, 411 pupils atended
by \1/12/60
" The preaent enrolment ts
Ale
Adam Stephens, Grade §

The schoal | go to la called
tarristield. 1t's called Har-
ristield because the fand it
wan hulll on was owned by @
man called Mr, Harrla.

A lew years ugu. Ihere
@as u bIR fire. and It burnt
down some ol the sealer
buiidimg ond an office.

Snce then we have had
same painted desky, cotorful
wullpaper, big brown winyl
¢liding doors and a greea
carpet on the floar

It cost @ lot of monsy

Wo olso have & Mothers

* ¢lpb 0 canteen and now
workmen are making o cave

ereil aren.
Lust year Harrisfleld wen

n priae for (he most ime
proved schoot garden In
Ixindesong,

Samantha lsma, Grade §

eREEIT R NS TR ks
,:..f 1ol g A
T WD
» 4 !

s SR

At our schael every aingle
person ln Harrisfleld school
aheuld help our school keep
clean,

That's why every Friday
Miss Jukes lelts ©s to go
somewhere  uround  the
school (0 elean up,

There are lots of places (o
clean up in our school like
the oval and the adveniures,
around the front also the as.
phalt toa

Miss Jukes, Mr MacDo-
nald and Mr. Wise do nut
like people who rubbish
Australia neither do the
other ieachers.

That's why our school
always has bins

Kellle Carmoday, Grade 2

Qur school is fun and we
pluy in the sandpit,
Darren 1PF

In school we make lots of
things. At school we take
photographs by Mr  Fim:
mel. We mode & ree

Rachel | PF

Our school is lots of fun
because we do our wriling
and we play outside

Gabrlelle 1 PF

approval 0 buitd

Trip to Coal Creek

On Thur!
for an excursion

d 1het
Wwe went by h“:-yn:ind It

§ Vel

cer Wil
bus dn‘.c;‘n " long trip and

ke us

h:: Copl Creck (here u'c:‘:
8l
o e Stap m‘:enr:ul Stose,

smiths S1op ing Store,

the Station &

hogses, e more old

There We

the Mige, Ihe g"ﬁ‘m finers

things. The mine was dark,

wel ond smelling Lke coal,

e coal

When we had finished ex-
ploring toound the park we
went back into the bus and
ofl to Outtrim ’E’rlmﬂrv

Sehoo! fo have nch,

The school was very small
because the school had only
one room for Grade Prep te

Grade Six.

gday April 26 we visited Coal Creek in Korumburra

There were AD childeen 1
one room ond the teacher
was Mr Seten,

We maw Brs Seton who
lm;ghl s {h Grade Two. Wa
had o play after lunch and
when we were called back ta
e bus wo waved (o Mr aml
Mrs Seton. Then wa woat
back (o cur school. Toe Gnd.

Nicole O,Nefll, Graded




(photo from Do

Unfortunately this photo was not
located hefore publication date,

1971 Grade 6A

I‘ AL 831 : R S - : 5
1971 Grade 6B (photo from Ashley Cox) - M‘I_é—')';z—érade 6A (photo from Karen Gilchrist)

PUASIT 1
QTR
i

1975 Grade 6A

ARy

i
i o AN SR

1972 Grade 6B

7 (pto from Edie Tyrus)

Unfortunately this photo was not
Iocated befora publication date.

chrnite
(159

1975 Grade 586C

L

R 30 vy
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105 Grade 6 Photos (cont.)

(7 41}

1977 Grade 6KB

W
Inrjcfz{tel:jnt:?t8|y this photo was not
efore puhlication date.

1978 Grade 6KB

1970s Photos and Macdonald Hall

nwh e
1979 Grade 6MH

ng :‘;:;UE_G 1973 the Principal Wally
S ind of large room or small ha
Nave inCOI_JId encourage more communi
o Imlnd this building being used
i classes and for School plays...,
o S etc., as well as perhaps an (ou

e for children of working parents...."

the?ggng 1977 Principal Bob Macdo
Vigt Wea ;f a large roofed area to provi
first caﬁl er. The “Multi-Purpose Cove
dollar fed, proceeded in stages be
Dipar or dol!a_r basis in conjunctio
R comem, with the roof being ere
e ncrete slab. This unwalled area,
B 19§:Ingvale Mayor Graeme D
a speci representations were ma
builuy al purpose grant for the
with I\% whlcr:u was subsequently app
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The 1980s

1980

Harrisfield School's 25th Anniversary. Smallpox
eradicated. Beatle John Lennon assassinated.

e February: Former principal Bob Macdonald died and
Mrs Maureen Hagan acted as Principal until April.

o  March 4: Enrolments 459, 300 families.

e School Council: Pres Mr Gary Matthews, Sec: Mrs
Rose Isma, Treas: Mrs Eva Vimba.

e  Mothers' Club: Pres: Mrs Zola Ortenburg, VP: Mrs
Carol Van Oostveen, Sec: Mrs Kath Mackenzie, Treas:
Mrs Alison Kittelty.

e Directive that maximum grade size must be 32.

e April 24: Mr Walter P. Burston appointed Principal. He
soon noted that "the Mothers' Club control the purse to a
large extent, certainly more than in my last school”.

o April 24: $1392 so far contributed to School Council.

e May: A commemorative plaque, recognising the
outstanding contribution of the late Bob Macdonald in so
many aspects of the life of the school, was placed in the
hallway outside the general office in May 1980, by
members of staff and School Council.

o  Gary Matthews, School Council President 1980-82.

i___._ Tt i O L
Recently retired acting Principal Dorothy Jukes unveileg
the plaque with (-r) Muriel Hore, Gary Matthews, Bob
Macdonald's son Wayne and his widow Marie looking on,

The 1980s at Harrisfield Primary School

_ The 1980s

July 12; 25th Anniversary Invitation and Programme

(The plague is now located inside the Macdonald Hall.)

e  School cleaner Mr Boyd retired end of May vacation.

e  June 30: Enrolment 447.

e Mothers' Club funded Room 13 carpet (Media viewing).
e Tree plantation was planned for the late 1ggg
between the cricket nets and Bowmore Road houses.

e July 4: Harrisfield Primary School turned 25.

e July 12: 25th Anniversary Celebration Day:
Anniversary badges (purchase cost $309.55) were sold for
$1 each and admitted the holder to all functions and the
raffle. Formal invitations were sent to many individuals
having past involvement with the school, arrangements
overseen by long time Harrisfield teacher Keith Brereton,

The 25th anniversary, in July 1980, was a well-attendeg
occasion, with many food stalls and the recently re.
decorated classrooms open for inspection. The formalities
were presided over by acting principal Walter Burston
following the untimely and deeply felt death of Mr Bop
Macdonald. There was a festive mood, with stalls,
including the ever-reliable money-spinner, the doughnyt
stall run by Florrie Draper. A stand of native trees wag
planted along the western boundary fence by students and
members of the Mothers' Club and Schaool Council, with
the first tree being planted by Mayor of Springvale
Councillor Graeme Duggan. Specially produced badges
were sold in the lead up to the event, with grade 4 pupil
Lynda Matthews winning a transistor radio for selling the
most. The day concluded with separate social functiong
for children and parents in the school classrooms.

e Gary Matthews. School Council President for 1980.g»

transient, 37% bein

the "Green Paper" on
Education in Victoria",
and operational issues

1955 — 1980

Lear Parescs,

i fn .:n:m: Sf Lhe present seaders of Harrizfield Primary School, I would

fors | TUAE® ¥OU €5 take part in Lhe J5th Anniversary Celebracions plansed
SATEREAY, 13TH JULY, 1940
Classrooms open for lnspection.

Flanting of Commemorative Trees.
Afearncon Tea.

Rock Bisco - feanagers - Acoas 4 and 7.
Jusler Disco - Under 17,

Cartoon Marathon.

Kine & Cheese and Nusic for Adults.
Adnizzien: $1.00 par Farson

Ve 100k Zarward to svaing you back ac Harrisficld to renew friendshipa.

X, Breraten

2pm -8 pa,

?pm - 10,35 pom.s

(Please toar ofy ang fotum to school By Tueaday, July lae,)
23th Anniversary - Warrisfield Prinary School

To ke, “
the times ;:uu:w;;h Planning for these celebrations would you plasss indicate

e be attending and the Approximste nuater of peopla attending.
. Tree planting, room inspection () Adules { ) Children

.
Tom - 11,3080, Dizeo
* . L « Fllms, Wins g Cheege, Adulc, Children
(& Adules ()

September: Enrolment 455. 22% of students were
g from ethnic backgrounds.

September 15: General meeting of parents discussed
"Strategies and Structures in
Policy development of curriculum
» and selection of the Principal,

Were proposed to be dele -
: . gated to the school and its
community, with the Principal then selecting the staff.

education Policy: Publi
throughout Victoria, in
state government's p
Paper’, to devolve sta

School councils, as
control

Regarding the proposed changes to government

C meetings were held at schools
cluding at Harrisfield, to discuss the
roposals, as contained in a “green
ff selection, finance and budgeting to
= S well as tighter departmental central
OVer curriculum. At the Harrisfield meeting,

ﬁppm”"'ty was given for a government MP, the Teachers'’

to

Supported maintaining a “stat
u
Was forwarded to the departm

edit
Studigs Group, presente
material, || contributed b

€questrian team was

Nion and the Federation of State Schools Parents’ Clubs

Present their views, The consensus of the meeting

S quo” position, and a letter
ent expressing this view.
Gary Matthews, School Council President 1980-82,

"Harrisfield Junior Heralg"

z produced under the
orship of teacher Brenda Mason and BKE Media
d I:;))uzzles, activities and reading
Y Frep to Grade 3 children.
Sir:ember 29: Eg{e and medical tests for students.

SCOW  Olympic Games: Marian Farmer, a

< T XY

*  December 15: The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd sent
its appreciation to 4CS (Miss Stephens) for their donation
of hand made toys to "The Sun Toy Fund".

*  Excursions during the year included Melbourne Inter-
national Centenary Exhibition (in the presence of Princess
Alexandra), Gippsland, Cowes and a Mirboo North camp.

1981

IBM introduced the first "personal computer".

® February 11: 22 teachers.

°  School classified as "disadvarétaﬁeg;{ -

®  Mothers' Club president; Mrs Zola Orte

° A Special Assir;tance Remedial Teacher (SART) was
appointed (Mr David Schmidt).

®  March 1: Working bee for parents.

®  March 20: Bush dance and Junior Disco. )
°  April 7: A school group performed "Jonah Man Jazz
at the Dandenong Arts Festival.

- =
b L ' gl ] ¥ .
' (right to lefl) Mr Keith

°  April 16: "Pirates" theme day: (right , 5
Brereton, Mrs Debbie Sewell and Mr David Schmid! 207e
that pregnant Mrs Chris Carey is carrying the .

‘b
A

J

i

o 4

= Pirates” winn ith migrant children
° The "Needs" teacher working Wi d replacement by
'esigned and student/staff ratios require table” utilised for
the Prep teacher, with the "migrant porta

The 1980s at Harrisfield Primary School

the extra grade. Principal and DP provided the teaching
assistance to the migrant children in other grades.

e Teacher Keith Brereton was in charge of student
participation in music and gardening/horticulture.

s May 4: "Jonah Man Jazz" was performed at the Noble
Park Uniting Church.

e May 7 Newsletter: Departmental directive tha_:t "_Morg
use is to be made of the National Anthem by singing it
sometimes on Mondays".

Early in 1981 a tender was let for improvements to the
entrance to the school property from Callander Road.
This provided for a wider gateway for heavier vehicles,
and a sealed area for off-street teacher car parking.
Extensive re-roofing of the junior wing, far.:mg the Princes
Hwy, costing $100 000 was finally gamed out by the
Education Department in 1981, following representations
to our local Member of Parliament, Kevin King.

e  Gary Matthews. School Council President 1980-82.

o June 10: Mr John Harris was appointed new to the
Principal.
fChol\(jllrsSChris Carey went on confinement leave and Mrs
Sia Trethewey temporarily back from the same.
e July 3: Preps "Dress up" day. £ )
July: 429 children enrolled ("200 decline in 5 years ).
° July‘ 10: Talk to children by Railways Investigations
Department on how to behave when travelling in trains.
o pJuly 30: Doughnut Day (electrical faults had disrupted
ious one). e
t'he p}l‘:iwﬁ:ts 19: Mothers' Club elected Virginia Monger
(Pres.) 5 Roslyn Guihennuec (Sec.) and Eileen Butler
reas ') Mothers' Club had raised $1000 by mid-year.
.(I' Aligiust 19: Ex-student Rosetta Fiori gained work
i in the Grade 2 area. :
exp%rjen:?llrl:.ﬂan Jazz" musical play (produced by Keith
Eireretg:) was performed at the Dandenong Festival and
iting Church. ;
NOblg P?ﬂ:nltJagr- Egnrotment 425, 14% transient, 132 speak
; Iang?f;gee other than English at home, the largest group
- Ita:ia;tfiz){ﬁ: Walkathon - $2000 raised (plus grant)
ot :rds "Multi-Purpose Covered Area” wa!-ls_
Went&‘:::'tember 18: New enrolments day for children 5 on
e .

or before 30/6/82.
e September: Wea

the shelter shed dent display at Waverley Gardens.

: Stu x
: 82:232:-%Repmes Man" visited the school.

- \Working bee. :
. October11.\:’_\-’0 ap[?rOV3| for 50% grant against

] NOVember ", i I‘ODm"
to fund "multi-purpose room-.
Walkathon %mft.?f): ‘Chrigtmas Jazz" mu_sncal (Grades 5
e Novem r;e d at Springvale Elderly Citizens Club.
and 6) perfob - A calendar for the next year (1982) on the
t.h Defﬁ:i (\e(éar of the Tree" was prepared by children
eme
and sold for $2.50- ; " ical (Grades 5 &
. "Christmas Jazz" musical (
é) Deczggfr;;;"'afgemick Anglican Church and Noble
was p

i#ing Church. :
f arkstis:jt;nn% turnover for the year - 59 in, 79 out.

therboards replaced on the rear of

1902 onwealth Games held in Erisbane.

::(II'I.SC:%HI':I;: and CD players released in Japan.

. ent 394. (430 February 15).

3 ngruaw.etj;;omrris was appointed to the sschopl.t 2:1

e Miss MeLe is still there, as Mrs laconese, ‘?S?IS an

%e.ars. p|:|t erh:r service broken only by her family leave.
rincipal,



" The 1980s

e Miss Lyn Bishop, an umpire for the Australian Softball
team, was appointed to the school. Miss Jennie Crawford
returned after a year of leave.

e February: Teachers Brenda Mason (Grade 3) and
Jennie Crawford (Arts & Craft) both seriously injured in a
car accident and on sick leave for much of the year.

e School Council: Rod Clancy (Pres.), Neil Turner (VP),
Rose Isma (Sec.) and Zola Ortenburg (Treas.). Gary
Matthews appointed chairman of Building sub-committee,
although no longer formally on the School Council.

e  February 15: Canteen prices list showed ham & salad
rolls at 65c, BigM (300ml) at 35c, Wagon Wheels at 20c,
licorice straps at 2c and hot pies at 60c (63c with sauce).

e February 21: Garden working bee.

e March 20: Fete.

April: "Multi-purpose room" brick walls constructed.
July: School policy document released.
Mrs Callow and Mrs McAdie on confinement leave.
July: Multi-purpose room / hall completed.
July 30: Mothers' Club stall.
July's "Harrisfield Herald" newsletter had g
'Newcomers Page" with messages from 5 Serbo-Croatian
students in both English and Serbo-Croatian
o September: Enrolment 443. 98 students spoke 3z
language other than English at home, the largest grouping
being Serbian (17).
e Clubs at the school included cooking, construction,
model making, sewing, calculators and games, for which g
Supplementary Grants application of $3634 was made.
e September 6: Migrant parents night held in Greek,
ltalian, Chinese and Serbo-Croatian.
e September: Negotiations to extend hall: cost $20000
with half subsidised by the Region.
e  Sept-Dec: Principal John Harris on long service leaye,
e  September 30: Display of students’ work at Waverley
Gardens shopping centre.
e October: Ms Brenda Mason back from sick leave.
e  October 20: "Joseph's Dreamcoat" performed by the
Music Club at the annual Dandenong Area Schools' Music
Festival at St Mary's Community Hall, Dandenong.
®  October 21: Walkathon raised $959.
e October 31 & November 9: Garden working bees.
e November "Harrisfield Herald" reported:
- Mothers' Club street stall raised $170.
- Entrance to the neighbouring Jewel super-market hag
been moved for the safety of children at the schogl.
- A new sick bay was opened.
e November 12: Gala opening of the "Multi-Purpose
Covered Area" / ‘“multi-purpose room" — nameg
Macdonald Hall. The opening included the Music Club's
“Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat"
directed by Keith Brereton. Sadly, this occasion was alsg
the farewell for Keith, promoted to another school. To thig
day he is still the teacher with the longest unbroken
service at the school (22 years).
(More detail on the Macdonald Hail appears on page 33)
e 52000 granted for gymnasium equipment for the Hall.
e 6KB girls organised a "popcorn” day and raiseq $30
to help save a lake in the Melbourne Botanical Gardens_
e December 2: Mothers' Club Christmas lunch.
e  December 12: Twilight sports and sausage sizzle.
» December 14: Staff and parents luncheon.
e  During the year parents Margaret Cini, Graeme and
Elaine Jukes and Graham Kilby formed a Safety Hoyge
Committee that oversaw the scheme's 1983 introduction,
e  Excursions during the year included Werribee Parl,
"Peter Pan" (National Theatre), Puffing Billy, Royal
Melbourne Show and camps at Lake Wendouree, Ballarat
and Log Cabin Lodge, Creswick.

The 1980s at Harrisfield Primary School

1983

Ash Wednesday bushfires (16 Feb). Australia Il
won America's Cup. First $1 coins circulated.

°  February: Enrolment 431 (later 444).
Mothers' Club president: Shirley Craven.
e April 21: School photos taken.

During 1983 5 Safety House scheme, comprising nearly
40 hpuses spread across the school's enrolment area,
Wwas Infroduced by interested parents led by Margaret Cini.

* Gary Matthews, School Committee & Council 1976-82

® June's "Harrisfield Herald" reported that: "Corporal
Punishment has been abolished as part of Discipline

Policy. There is no discussion or change possible
conceming this decision by the Minister",

__ The 1980s

EXTRACT FROM REGULATION XXIV.—SCHOOL DISCIPLINE

Chom 3 The Head Tescher shall be
hald ons
Inflicted in the schoof ur\dnrehll duusf’ie. ble for the mture and extent G AU L

Clauie 4, Corporal Punishment shali be sdministered only as provided hareunder:—
{9} I shall be reserved for e of

tlownes, duliness or Bilure o

. &) It shaii be Inflicted ‘cn boyz caly.

{€) The instrumiens employed shall be a strap.

() The ooly method 1o be ems]
ployed shall ba that of strapping the pupil on the palm of
uthllf'hand. tuch methods ag baxing or pylling the u?-. lng the knu:{:el. ar
requiring the pupll to stand for excessive periods belng pr?flgiud.

ed only by the Head Teacher and by such asthtant teachers as he

grave misconduct, and shall not be inflicted for
comprehend what ¢ being tught.

{9) Ie shall be administer
may autherize,

() ke shall not be administered by a student teacher.

Chuse 5. The Heag Teacher g
shall enter from time o tme in the Register of Corporal Punishment the
rames of the assistane teschers auchorized by him to lnmtt‘:nrpunl punithment.
Clause 8, The naiuee of the
offenze, the extent of the hy
2dmint puntshment, the date on which the punishment was
c,m";fﬂ;::: ame, grade and age of the pupif shall be entered In the Register of

TEACHERS SHOULD BE FAMILIAR WITH THE FULL REGULATION

NOTE~Tha racara of the punizhment aln In d then
$hould remaln In ehi r far years shoul; be
# Reglster for two and

Rules from Harrisfield's "Register of Corporal Punishment"

t.he ; ugust: City Counci completed landscape plans for
k Owmore Road reserve adjoining the school's land.
September: Enrolment 421. 106 speak a language

other than English at home, th i i
Serbian (19). + the largest grouping being

®  School calen
the editorship of t

1984

A new natj
First Sund

dar produced for 1984 by students under
eacher Leanne Evans.

onal anthem: "Advance Australia Fair".
ay VFL. Medicare introduced.

February: Enrolment 392 (later 407).

. !
(PreMarch 7 Mothers' Club AGM elected Shirley Craven
. 8.), Chantell Fisher (Sec.) and Leonie Pirotta (Treas.).
4 deMarch 28: Th_e school received its first computer, with
Monstration given to al| interested persons.
. Mar'ch 30: Mothers' Club Disco
April School Council Minutes reported:
- Elected: Rod Clancy (Pres.), Graham Kilby (Sec.),
Neil Turn_er (VP) and Mothers' Club rep Elaine Jukes.
Hall nearing completion with kitchen completed.

- Desks repainting completed, shelving provided.
= Mothers' Club fun i

(this was the first
machines, kitchen
April 12: Doughnut
April 13: Mothers'

: C(Ijay for children's lunches.

! ub cake and grocery stall.
°  April 16: Supplementary Grants public r:eeting.
°  July13: "Poly-Glot Puppets" performed in the Hall.
® July 18: 5 teachers began a 10 wee
°  Poster competition winners: Qjyi
Bodanac ang Rosa Toshov.

1986

e July 23: The school's former librarian Shirley "Burke
had a yb(:-ok published, called "Birthday Yo Yo" and
champion yo yo experts performed during Iulnchlime._ _
e July 27: "Dress up as a book character" competition. .
* August: "Social background survey" reported 38
enrolled students, with 121 children speaking a Iangugge
other than English at home, the largest group being
Greek. 27% of the school's population was transient,
°  August's "Harrisfield Herald" reported: :

- Mothers' Club supplied Hall kitchen |pternaf ﬁ_ttlnéqs

- 770 dozen lamingtons sold in a "lamington drive".

- a"counter disaster plan” had been mltlgte‘fi ' .

- "Student Behaviour Management Policy mtroguce

and a meeting for parents arranggd fo!' OmObeTI $2)

°  Sept 14: Mothers' Club evening disco in the Ha (D ;
° October 12: Directive from the Educactllon - :epd
(Westernport Region): If children were offere Pr_eci =
attendance times on their first day of school, Princ ;?1 -
should make the offer regardless of gender‘.I Et::;anra]nt;aoys
May have suggested girls settled in more easr; \ o cou]d'
but the practice of them attending for a shor erAct
lead to complaints under the Equal Opportumfy Heélesville
°  Excursions during the year included Zids
Sanctuary, Dandenong Traffic SChDOL'tha sl
Hurstbridge and Dandenong Market, Wi
Ballarat and Queenscliff. ' 3
*  December 31: The canteen was registered.

1985

Unleaded petrol went on sale. .

40).
®*  February: Enrolment 378 (later 3 Kilby.
° Schoolréouncil Pres. Rod Cla_ncy, Iate'i G;i?%r[r)]% !ai}n’d
® July: Enrolment 400+. Transient eniroé“ ulation.
recent-arrival ethnic pupils 20% of sChoo'E ap PE & ESL.
® 23 teachers, incl. specialists In Art, Library,

®  One portable classroom on-site. >
°®  Special programmes: computer, ?:n
Special assistance, supplementary g
interschool sports. lief.
e 0 ctoberF.)‘ZZ: $60 donated to State Schools Re!

®  October: Enrolment 360.

ent involvement,
ts scheme and

aunched Aussat

Chernobyl nuclear disaster. US | s satellite.

1, Australia's first communication

®  February: Enrolment 325, later Szgk'lb

®  School Council president: Graham lbgé e
®  March: School camp problems when

® - March 17: Enrolment 322. :
®  March 22: Social Dinner Dance in
Pirotta played in the band. ; o
s Auzugteﬁ: Retirement function fore;:gcfl'l?m e
Harris in Macdonald Hall. Mrs Hagan prelis HAS @ music
reclining chair and articulated reading agn d.Nathan clark
lover he enjoyed the singing programfr;]e A albume of
(grade 6 student) presented him wit iy

light classical music as a gift from the ¢ Lo

| the
. [ age acknowledges
? -y ;Zferoﬂsg donation of sta(rzgz
made by Jeanette Oldhag:5 e
Sherriff), ex-student 19._630- o'ut Bl
materially assisted mamngm“tee‘s
the 50th Anniversary Com

hall. Parent Lex

The 1980s at Harrisfield Primary School

TERITILAT ST ETTEALILE l?t;_l‘l’&:_:’w 7

THE Intarnational 1000 cranes knowing when receive a crane.
n

she reaches her larget the  gyme of the excerpls read:
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Pupils work for peace

August 6: International Year of Peace day

1987

International share market crash (October).

o Ap :
Minister of Ethnic
(Brenda Mas
for, a group of
Hospital after a
16. They were

i3 award and plague presented by
L3 Govewfgﬁgt(w Peter Spyker) to Grade 5 BM
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. The 1980s

o  Enrolment 316.

e Mothers' Club President: Margaret Patterson, Sec-
retary Margaret Cini and Treasurer Jan Dalzell.

s School Council President: Mr Graham Kilby.

e August: Mothers' Club street stall raised $101.

e  Mothers' Club funded new photocopier ($1900) and
Chocolate Drive money bought a colour TV and Video.

e September: Computer on ftrial in the Office (later
purchased), staff car park reconstructed (with thanks to
Graeme Jukes and John Cini), automatic bell timer system
installed and Mothers' Club street stall raised $67.

e September 16: Achievement Certificate from State
Schools' Relief Committee for $70 donation.

e November 9: Enrolment 318.

e November 10: School House sports day.

e November 16: "Sleep-in" in the Hall for Grade 2GM.

e November 17: Interschool sports day.

e December 15: Carols program and family picnic night,
Teacher Mrs Jeanes coordinated the music.

e December 21: "Graduation Disco" for Grade 6.

e School Improvement Plan (SIP) funding received.

e Excursions included: Jell's Park, Zoo, "Picnics in the
Park", "Wizard of Oz", Traffic School, "Herald" newspaper
and 3DB, "Carols by Candlelight" participation and camp
at Fraser National Park.

1988

Australia’s Bicentennial. First $2 coins circulated

° A strong commitment was made to a Bicentennia|
Programme, given 55% of the school's children were from
migrant background, 50% were transient at the school and
25% were from single parent families. Bicentennial
Program excursions had been planned to Heritage sites in
Bendigo, Ballarat, Coal Creek, the Dandenongs and
historic Melbourne, as well as "Australian Heritage" and
"International” Days at school. One excursion took in the
"First Fleet" re-enactment.

e February: Enrolment 320 to 323.

BY SxLy HEATH am. I T take this thearing iy

e —— The teacher with iz

‘geﬂ in ST fre.
ihe back of her head. She can questly in Brs Eeles’ clag,.
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The 1980s at Harrisfield Primary School

° Language Policy Statement (1988) became accepted
school policy.

®  October 10: Enrolment "less than 300".

1989
VFL became AFL. Fall of Berlin Wall (Nov 9).

R
- R . ,
Mar(_:h: Principal Bruce Thomas presided at the
farewell in Macdonald Hall for Mrs Maureen Hagan (now
deceased), Deputy Principal and teacher at the school for

Mrs Eeles (deaf ex-teacher, 1987-90) taught 384 this year

» Need recognised for design of a "school frontispiece”
for more professional presentation of school publications.
e  March: Camp to Wilsons Prom. for Grades 5 and 6,

o  March 5: Corrective Services team completed odd jobs.
e March 11: Tree dropped limb during storm. A student
and teacher narrowly escaped injury. Tree removed.

e  March 13: Break-in and 2 offenders apprehended.

e March 18: Mothers' Club Disco.

e March 20: First of 6 working bees for the year.

o April 19: Mothers' Club Doughnut Day.

o June 17: Mothers' Club Fancy Dress Disco.

o August: $90 to State Schools' Relief Committee,

e  Football team won premiership.

e Karen Kennedy appointed as Canteen Manageress

o Raffle for Bicycle raised $1150.00 Profit.

e “Grand final” fundraising: pupils raised approy
$230.00 towards purchasing sporting materials.

The 1980s at Harrisfield Primary School

1980s Grade 6 Photos

18 years in total,

* Few records survive for 1989, but recorded are:

- Enrolment (undated) of 315.

- Mrs Karen Kennedy was both Canteen manageress
and Mothers' Club president,

- School Council president: Graham Kilby.

- August: $150 donated for State Schools' Relief.

- A working bee was held late in year to erect the first
stage of new brightly coloured playground equipment.

- Camp for Grades 5-6 to Fraser National Park.

1980s Reminiscences

. Robert Batty, bank officer, ex-student 1980-83.
I've alwa

et ys looked back on my days with Harrisfield
e Y.... During my time of enrolment | was a member of
€ school football team, and also held the “important”
roles of "lunch monitor" and "corridor monitor" (which I'm
;:Jre would get a laugh nowadays). | even remember when
19% 3s)choo_l hall was just a roof for several years (until
fo uhr)ltll we raised enough money to purchase the
. S. Many wet and windy lunch times were spent
uddled under the roof looking for a dry patch!

rent of Harrisfield student.
| reme

mber the School Concert at Sprin
gvale town hall &
the rumour about a green hand in the tunnel under the hill.

eSlajana Tarko ex-ét d f
Harsfilo o udent 1982-83 and parent of

L ] udent and ex-student.
a nrd eter Fimmel and Mr Bill Glennie were my teachers
they went out of their way to help me lots as | just

®  Rachel Fava, ex- -
ek ex-student 1980-87.

ember Mr Watkins and Grade 2. The da
C f y we cooked
SRDZQG\?m,"drank red cordial and listened to UB40's "Red
€d Wine". Everyday he would write in our diary, he made

EVery subject fun and exciting. £ 3
Passion for the job, 9. Full of life and had a true

;- 5 Lengb le, ex-student 1985-1990.
member in Grade 4 our teacher, Mrs Eeles, was
g;lrlﬂally deaf, She taught us all to sign the alphabetl and |
bl]"treme:mber how to do it after a| these years! We also
4 @ model of an aboriginal hut in the middle of our
assroom, complete with cellophane fire and all.

Unfortunately this phutq was not
located before publication date.

[CT N
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1980s Grade 6 Photos (cont.)
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The 1980s at Harrisfield Primary School

On the staff since 1982, Meredith laconese recalls her early years at Harrisfield.

My first memories of Harrisfield were of parking my car
in the Jewel Foodstore carpark early on the morning of
Monday February 15th 1982. | met another new teacher in
the carpark and we both wandered around the school-yard
looking for the office. | met the then principal, John Harris
who introduced me to Infant Mistress, Maureen Hagan.
Maureen’s words to me were - Welcome and always
remember, you'll get more from Harrisfield students with a
spoonful of honey than with a spoonful of lemon. | have
remembered this advice and have since passed it on to
many staff members. John then led me to my room where
| began what was to be a six week term at Harrisfield.

Sadly | was appointed because staff members Brenda
Mason and Jenny Crawford had been seriously injured in
a car accident at the Browns Road intersection a few days
before. | was filling in for Brenda who hadn’t had a chance
to set up her classroom prior to her accident. There were
very few supplies in the room but it didn’t take me long to
find out where Maureen Hogan stored the goodies. | have
fond memories of sneaking out with Lyn Bishop, my next
door neighbour (and lifesaver that first year) during Sylvia
Stollery’s R.E. lessons to the sounds of children’s voices
singing ‘Rise and shine......" to raid the junior storeroom.

After my initial six weeks | was told that it might be a
little bit longer. | received this message many times that
year and finally when Brenda did return in October it was
decided that | should stay with 3BM now 3MH until the end
of the year. It was a fun year, | remember clearly being
organised by 2 female students (Anne O’Hoy and Raelene
Wood) who were keen ‘table tidiers’ and finding it difficult
keeping up with the mathematical prowess of Chrig
Economou and being overawed by the perfect formation of
Brett Smith’s handwriting. We had lots of fun with table
challenges where the teams were countries of the
Commonwealth and medals were made of colored
cardboard to celebrate the Commonwealth Games. 3MH
were typical Harrisfield students full of life and very loving.

The end of the year came and | was still there because
Kris Elliott was going on long-service leave until May and |
was to start the year with her grade 4 class. | had many of
the same students but was now teaching with Cherie
Wilson (Mutimer) and Debbie Sewell. This was the year of
Ash Wednesday and | remember being in room 11 on that
particularly hot day. It was late afternoon and suddenly the
weather outside changed and the wind strengthened. We
had to close the windows because things were going wild
outside. The ‘school carport' had recently been converteq
into Macdonald Hall, complete with parquetry floor but ng
toilets or cooking facilities. Cherie, Debbie and | decided to
have a sleepover for all of the year 4 students. It was
terrific fun, we had a sausage sizzle for tea and hot
chocolate for supper in the staffroom and then it was off to
bed, or so we thought. With no toilets in the hall we had
that fun task of walking each child to the breezeway eve
time they needed to go - all throughout the night ang |
mean all throughout the night. Silly me decided to set up
my bed right next to the exit door.

After Kris returned | moved into 1GG because Ggj|
Griffin had left to have a baby. | went from 18 settled
grade 4 students to 34 very active grade 1 students. What
a shock! Luckily | was working across the corridor from
Jan Smith (Colquhoun) and what a team that was. Eye
Friday afternoon Maureen took the students out to the
portable for films on the old Eiki projector and Jan anq |
would plan for the week ahead. There was a lot of money
in the school at that time because we were part of the
disadvantaged Schools Program. It was fantastic becayge
we had access to quality materials for book making and
ran a clubs program with activities such as hobbitex and

other expensive craft materials. There are parents out in
the community who still speak of our clubs activities with
fond memories. Rebekah Smithett (Shulver) was in that
class and taught at Harrisfield in 2004. Another student
was Filomena Golotta who now has a daughter attending
Harrisfield. There is saying amongst staff and families that
No one ever truly leaves Harrisfield and | believe it.

Some time during my three years in grade one Jan and

| packed our 64 grade one students onto the local
Grenda’s bus and travelled up Princes Hwy to Dandenong
Market to shop for lunch. Fortunately we had lots of parent
helpers and only had 10 children each in our care but it
was a bit tricky getting them on and off the bus to say
nothl_ng of paying for their tickets. Another adventure was
walking those same students up the highway to the newly
opened McDonald's store on the corner of Elonera Road.
Th_al Was a treat, after a tour of the whole store the
children were treated to free French fries and a drink.
: That was the year of the very first and oh so successful
house of fundraising chocolate drive.” We sold so many
chocolates that year that once they were delivered there
was very little space in room 4 for the students, to say
nothing of Mrs Hagan's yellow Toyota when she ferried
the larger orders to the homes of many families.

By the mid 80's it was time for a change and | moved to
the other building to teach grade 5 in room 18. For those

© Yyears our school Camp was a real camp to Fraser

first camp was the year of H ley’ i
2am we woke to tae sounda:)?gfl ol g
tsfll:ec?mpgund. In a state of panic we crawled out of our
2 Ping bags qnl_y to find a large group of students fully

ressed, tents tidied playing ‘spotto’ in the dark and pre-

tending to look for the comet. Th imei
- I'here was no slee -in fi
them the next morning. That wa o L

experiences | haye had at HPS because
wi
taken the students out of their ¢ e foaly had

: omfort zones and watchin
their growth was fantastic. Lake Eildon was very low thagi

t{air.really c_Iean. In 1987 a new teacher came to
:::;sﬁeld. His name was Bil| Liston (now Principal at
man Park) and he had g Passion for teaching his

terrific students and a g

In the school for résources and programs. Jack Harris who

Was the Principal in the early to mid eighties encour. e
:::Iaztaff, no matter whgt.t.heir level of ex;?erience to tafegog
e ¥Ol\rarled requngbﬂuties. It was during that time that
Motherz‘ oélfundramnpg moved out of the hands of the
i ub and into the hands of teachers simply
= € we told Jack we wanted to Mmanage all the money
O:Otrhave to_ask for small amounts at a time.
raisedrelr:St p;olect was a whole school math-a-thon that
b clasoug money to Purchase and install ceiling fans
R ses. Maureen the infant mistress/deputy principal
el 'Y passionate about the welfare of all students and
elled this through her every movement. There was

those years Maureen was Harrisfi

i Id
anyone who didn't put the kids first, s o . Gt

econd and third.

e

The 1990s

1990
Victorian High Schools mostly became known as
Secondary Colleges. 1c and 2c coins withdrawn.

Enrolment 300.

Kathie Jacobs employed as Canteen Manageress.
First Christmas Concert in the Hall — no charge.
School Council President - Graham Kilby

1991
USSR (Soviet Union) collapsed. Internet World
Wide Web made available for public access.

F. **11 o Repainting of the school
ﬂ; _ | from glF‘Jeen to cream started.
; | Classrooms were painted after
d the removal of wallpaper. Here
. parent Mrs Van py}c and her
. helper do some painting.
Office of  Corrections

 offenders assisted with the
. repainting and commencement

= ¥ of the garden revamp.

. i t was installed.
°  Stage 2 of new playground equipmen
®  End of an era - Mothers' Club had a namt; chzr;gr;e to
Parents and Friends Association at the end of the year.

1992

Poker machines introduced to Victoria.

‘]._

m
*  The current Logo featuring the gutm leaf and blosso
Was designed by Colin Harvey — parent.
®  Kathie Jacobs re-appointed Canteen Manage;spzrate
°  Parent Participation Committee forme(li\ i?r? - Parstel
identity to Parents and Friends AssoC.

[ i ment and classroom
Involvement with curriculum develop e

Participation. Coordinator Anne Nichol ould
Participate in activities such as In'ternatlonaldwita:zi :f:; o
field Expo, T.R.l. program (Towards Real kl'rllisepprogram -
tutoring, Twilight sports, Parenting hs II 2 progt
ST.EP., parentlibrary, SHARE and School coneeie.
®  Pergola started on North side of J;lnrlrc;rm

Brad Allen; Angelo LiDonni and g!:chﬁel erraro.

®  3-4 Camp to Gundiwindi at Silvan. - .
°® 56 car;npplsland Bay Ranch, Newhaver;(. I::lrfltn)p: Ii::]e
®  Collected $210,000.00 in Coles docke

COmputers and soft ware.

. ' newspaper article in
® ‘Farewell to Concrete Juft‘ﬁ:’ 3[';'e‘.g."pn:?dew:lopmeﬂt

June reported completion of the R ]

plan fun%%d by thepParents & Friends ’:{:’,ﬁc’g#enders.

using working. bees and Office of Corrﬁscmncﬂ:}te oyt
he latter assisted also with removal O it

for new gardens and with preparation of @ i g

°  December 3: School Christmas CONGEX: '\ o

®  Again awarded ANA prize for "Most imp

and grounds", Southern Region.

1993 .

Sydney awarded 2000 Olympics-
ils i es.

®  School started with 284 p:p;ls in 11 class

*  Became a ‘School of the Future on e

°  Pergola completed on North Side o; Jt::r::[:ces % o

®  Qut of School Hours program runtw oyyears.

and Margaret Abela was closed .':lfte‘;I ¥

*  Bike Education for Grades 4, 5 ok

®  Parents & Friends run Disco for e iing,

®  Dollarmite accounts opened for stu

The 1990s at Harrisfield Primary School

e Mural Launches featured in Channel 7 news &
Journal newspaper

e Cathy O'Brien employed as Canteen Ma_nageress ]
o Games Night/Auction. Community paid 5?0.00 in
exchange for Gambling (play) money, trymg their Iuck_ to
build their ‘bank’. At the end of the evening an auction
enabled them to spend their profits on prizes donated.
This fundraiser started in 1992.

e Sleep-over in Meeting room.

o October: Edna
Marsh retired from
the Education Dept
after 42 years of
service, including 3
separate periods _of
service at Harris-
field, between 1956
& 87. She had been
a regional maths
consultant since '76.

1994

Native Title (Mabo) Bill became law.

Isory uniform introduged. :
gzgﬁr Pa:r't);cipation International lunch & dance night.

i icise the School.
chure designed to publlc_lse te € .
gﬁ:dzmarea constructed outside junior wing by
parents lan 0O'Brien and John Cannon.

1995

Current PM s 1 :
Privatised Victorian ele

! stall made $50.85 profit.
tha:tr;gri. ccliaas; stall made $296.85 profit.
May enrolments - 264 Pupils.
Bushwahzee Concert.

Healthy Food Day.

[ ]
-]
. rt
ili orts. Lt
. ];;g%?sgztudents from Japan visit the School.
L ]
[ ]
T
L]

n Howard elected Liberal leader.
Joh ctricity suppliers sold-off.

Hawthorn Footy players visit T. Hargraves and R.

Bllls Foot C"mchnology Night organised for parents.

Grade 5-6 with Kathy Watson made a
for the local Language School
T B T

Information Tec

»  October 11-17:
Refugee Week Qgﬂ&
‘\;‘\ W .

The embreidered hanging Is rev ealed

rom one school to another

+ 56 Toro Noblo Park studeals had beea :::a:iﬂ:ﬁnss tbout: Telagee
KATHY Watson aad B30 0 0 e ina progrom showa oa the ek gl s oo
#tudents from Harrisfield Primsry Interactive: Satellite Learning Net- o b e & beautiful wall
Schoal recently presented 40 work (ISLN) during Refogee Week yonoing and o special experience
smbroidered hanging to stedents The Hamisficld class waichéd (ke shared with the students of Noble
) Noblo Park English Lapgusgt pn:wrnm and chose words 10 expresy  Park ELS,

Jchool.



" The 1990s

e  Author Elizabeth Honey visited.
e Change from Oil Heaters to Gas.

o September: The Fire Brigade brought "Kit" the Fire
Dog to the school to teach children fire safety and the
need to crawl low in a fire situation. (photo Cathy O'Brien)

e Teachers went on strike over LAP testing (Learning
Assessment Program).

e Mould for Graduation key ring purchased by Parents
and Friends.

e November 20: 'Cow
Pat Bingo' and Car Boot
sale raised $2200. Tickets [§
$5.00 with $1000 prize for {§
the lucky ticket/plot holder. §
The community waited §
patiently for the beast I g
(shown) to do its 4%
“business” on the marked ;-*

oval. BINGO we had
success and a winner. 2
(photo Cathy O'Brien)

e  Special guests and School community invited to share
a special farewell luncheon for Helen Turnbull (catered for
by Parents and Friends). However she returned at the
commencement of the 1996 school year.

1996

Port Arthur massacre, Tasmania.

February 1: Enrolled 274. Average size 30. 55 Preps,

Bosnian multi-cultural aide employed.

Caromodel Clydesdale horses visit.

August 30: Trivia Night.

Survey to parents with logo preferences for Uniform,
urrent Logo accepted.

Compulsory Uniform.

5/6 Camp to Port of Echuca.

Reading Recovery Program involving intensiye
teaching at a ratio of 1:1.
e  Author and screenplay writer Chris Milne, author of
"Naughty Stories for Good Girls and Boys" visited the
School in May and read to students.
e Gifted and Talented Students - Special program tg
further extend abilities
o International lunch and concert.

1997

Death of Princess Diana. Thredbo landslide.

e o 0o o o o o o

e Service Award presented for $76 raised for Royal
Children's Hospital Good Friday Appeal.
e July - 255 Pupils.

The 1990s at Harrisfield Primary School

= Painting of junior wing.

e Children participated in Tournaments of the Minds at
Monash University.

°  Fund raiser - baby photos of staff.

° Parent Participation (formally Parents and Friends)
funded purchase of a key ring given to Grade 6 graduates.
e Bushwahzee (Bush Band) workshop for students

durin_g school hours with parent invited to join them for the
evening dance.

®  New play ground area established.
e Shade cloth erected over sand pit.
* Information technology room created.

1998

Australiz_ln astronaut Andy Thomas spent four
months in space. Devastating Gippsland floods.

e February: Enrolment 255 pupils.

*  Royal Auto Magazine featured crossing supervisors
with_Ha

° LiOl‘ISHC|Ub award was i

A presented by David Pool
'(Icenlre) to Meaghe!n O'Brien (1) and Izolda Budai for their
"pu!standlng contribution to Harrisfield School" through
Invaluable services and cooperation extended". Principal

F'?ay Heathcote (2nd right). (photo from Cathy O'Brien)
- Dbecember 16.: Net Day working bee team laid 2.1 km
cable, connecting 2 buildings, using cable & conduit,

installed 2 Network Hubs and cabinets and terminated 4
e floor in each class room.

Computer points up through th
. Kit Woodward, John Cannon and Joe

lan  O’Brien
McLelland spent the entire day on their backs crawling
and parents tended to the

under the school while staff
above ground business,

1999

Australian Peace-kee i
I pers sent to East Timor.
Republic Referendum lost. CityLink opened.

February: Enrolment 225 pupils,
P!ay Grqu opened for business.
Air comoning installed in all rooms.

° June 23: Morning tea for the
school's bursar for over 25 years
and longest-ever serving staff
member, Mrs Helen Turnbull,
farewelled on her change of school.
She was presented with a briefcase
from ‘the  Parent Participation
Committee. A self-confessed"
netball fanatic’, she s a life
member of both the Springvale and
Northcote Netball Associations. She
recalled earlier years when the

T School had "portab
ma|n Oval", but had seen oh p abies a" over the
decline from 600 to currently 25?‘5""9”t TS spracion

as new schools opened.

The 1990s at Harrisfield School

e Sovereign Hill camp.

e  Star Lab incursion for grades 5&6.

e November 6: Election Day doughnuts raised $600.00
profit, while Facilities committee, (Kit Woodward, lan
O'Brien, and John Cannon) under the supervision of
Meredith laconese, and ably assisting pa!'ents, trans-
formed the old garden area behind the hall into the Play
Group play area. The old wooden play equigment was
demolished on the same day. All works carried out in
drenching rain.

°  Ramps constructed over Holiday Dec. - Jan. break.

it thay built
Let's Play: paronrs, pupits and stalf al Hamisfiold Primary School in the shaded sandpit they

Socialising in the sandpit

5 = fercd both parenis
ITH increasing time pres.  cnthusiasm and materials supplied - the P‘:m Iy uul owmﬂ":;;' w0
sures on parcnis and more. by the Bunnings Warchosse S wi.:lim.
famifics where  both just up the rosd, stall aad parcnts sgc ats of young

Pareals work, concern often centres built a safe area in the school *AL. Ry _ HE they are

3 the children having a safe and  grounds. children da not mw.“)::hildrm

*upervised area in which to play. The result was somo new PL3Y- - gomewhal isolated ";:.Iw.mny

With this in mind, and the lack of ground equipaient,  including ,’, arc missing out on ¢ { similar

N organised playgroup in the shaded sandpit. and the school \? to socialise with children of si

Immediate vicinity, saff and operate a registered 1“‘”’3’“"‘;: agershesaid

frenis al Noble Pask's Hamisficld the stan of net year 6sing U et jnicrcited i joining the

Prmacy School set about creating ewly-built equipment a8 well p can cootact the school

R at the school, existing school facilities. oid g,,m;g::nm.

With o bit of hard work and  Teachor Meredith faconcse ’

November 17 newspaper cutting

1990s Reminiscences

®  John Davies, Classroom helper. . =

® arrived in Australia as migrants in Marrc‘:h \.:rgg?elevn;rz
Wife Nancy and our three children. Janet who N rt
vears old attended Harisfield School in 190f (00
transferred to senior school in Noble Pa;ﬁéndlv and
recollection of Harrisfield School was “’Z memories of
homely attitude of the staff and | have fon from the post
assisting in the art room when | retired hildren's work
office. The murals in the school hall are the ¢

: hildren some
With my assistance. Later on | gave Cd that children

Understanding about poetry and | dlscovefg‘ Glenn French
are natural poets. My grandsons Luke ?yr: some murals.in
Were pupils at Harrisfield, and helped wit iest memories
a corridor of the school. They were the pagp helping even
of helping at Harrisfield and | would still e[t's a beautiful
Now, but | am 82 and unsteady on my pins:

School. Good on you Harrisfield!

PR e
wledges Geoff

This page ackno
\Narrgn, ex-student 1957-1962,

very early and sugnlﬁcant
‘c'lvc?::ttieon trgthe 50th Anmversatrg
Committee enabled them o
begin the serious plan_mng
the Anniversary celebrations.

Enrolments History

Yearly Enrolment Numbers

The figures below are derived from archived newsletters
and reports and may differ from official ﬁgurt_as. but show
the number of students enrolled on the particular day of
each of the various reports during the year. Eor s.lmpllmty,
dates of these reports are shown elsewhere in this book's
text, but not here. For any given year the total numper of
individual students who spent time at the school will b_e
higher than the average daily enrolment — for example in
1968, not including Prep intakes and Grade 6 gra_duates.
110 students moved in and 110 moved out, with 701
different students attending for some palilrt of the year (775
in 1973 appears to be the highest such "attendance").

1955 183,204

1956 261
1957 334
1958 384

1959 338,333

1960 368, 380, 392
1961 409,388
1962 412,41
1963 403,412, 410, 407, 411
1964 430,423,452
1965 471,452
4, 51
:ggg 210,550.551,563,567.571.575,582,603
1968 603, 605, 603
1969 578, 579, 591

1970 633, 642,640

1971 654, 656

1972 639, 645
626

2 2 e

1975 596, 587

1976

610
49, 550, 540
:gg fnore than 493 (class photos)

1979 516

1980 459.4;;.455
1981 429, 4

1982 394,430.443
1983 431, 444,42
1084 392, 407, 388
1985 378, 340, 360
1986 325,3$g-322
1987 316,3

1988 320, 323, <300
1989 315

1990 300
1991 moret
1992 more tha

tos)
han 289 (class pho
n 302 (class photos)

1993 284
1994 7
1995 264
1996 274
1997 255
1998 255
1999 225
2000 208

9
;88; ?nzore than 229 (class photos)
2003 247
2004 254, 258
2005 242




The 1990s at Harrisfield Primary School
1990s Grade 6 Photos
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The 1990s

The 1990s at Harrisfield Primary School

1990s Grade 6 Photos (cont,)
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Unfortunately this photo was not
located before publication date.

1998 Grade 5&6W

Ex-Harrisfield People
Some ex-students who married ex-students:

Kay Hoskin and Don Fraser

Sandra Wright and Michael Cogley
Theresa Dubois and Richard Carlson
Cheryl Gilchrist and Michael Carus
Jennifer Wood and Wayne Tyres
Heather Heward and Sean Webster

HaszaneLn
PRIMARY ScHogL |
onioE up =
1998

1999 Grade 5868

Ex-Harrisfield People

Carrying on the Educational Tradition

EX-students who them
“ selves becam i
number in the Bindres. 17 Sl :e teachers very likely

Peter Fimme] ex-stude
) EX- nt 1 A
school from 1977-8g. it

I?‘»E:f.:.lTreéhewo:-ay (nee Van Barneveld), ex-student 1958-64 who
fmed as a teacher for various years between 1974 & 1985
Rebekah Smithett i

(nee Schulver), ex-
returned to teach for 2004, ). ex-student 1982-1987 who

Glenys Thompson, ex-
student teacher in 1974.

Gillian Ward (nee Hark

ness), ex- 2
as a student teacher in 1972/7195)(. SURIN 1HG0R it refimed

Mafk KosaCh ex-stude =
Sprlngvale Secondary College.
r|mary SChOOiS in VICtOI'I e
a, the N and the Al ' i
P T CT ; Now retired.

(nee Van der Heyden), ex
! ‘an , ex-stud =
Currently Assistant Principal at Fount?elin Gate 32:1—.1537823601

ho returned to teach at the

student 1961-67 who returned as a

» Currently  Principal of

The 2000s

2000 ‘
Olympic Games held in Sydney. Predicted Y2K
computer bug had little impact. GST introduced.

* 9 classes. August census 208 - 110 boys & 98 girls.
°  Triennial review: “the school has 20 different nat-
ionalities represented by a majority of overseas studentso—
Yugoslav Republic, Vietnam, Cambodia & Sri Lanka. 4“8/0
speak another language & 32% born in another coun}ry_.
*  Building of Hall veranda by Councillors lan O'Brien
and Kit Woodward, with support from staff and parents.
®  Chocolate Drive made $3120.00 prqﬁt.
°  Parent Participation prepared a Recipe book for sale.
*  Priority for new Charter - to implement the Health and
Well Being policy. :
. A Cogn%inez:l schools fete at Burden Park raised
approximately $1000.
°  Gym Bus attended by all grades.

5-6 camp to Echuca.

......

"Question Time" during a Victorian Parliament excursion.
(photo from Cathy O'Bnen.) 5 —
®*  ‘There's no Business like Show Business C?g;:keaa
!;_loble Park English Language School. Staff act =
ail Feather".
¢ Parent computer program run over several weeks to
"skill up" parents for the technology world-

2001

September 11 terrorist attack in New York.

®  February 28: Enrolments on census day tOttaIi:T:sizg?"lge.d
®  Glenda McCabe (School Council Presn?ens 2eel ofice
the artwork for the school's cards, with Kate

staff) assisting with paintwork.

®  Breakfast Program began,
Juice and an exercise program.

®  Tim Holding M.P. presented Inte i
: olunteer certificates to worthy recipien
0 the Harrisfield community. : T
®  Students received Commemorative Medallions

offering students toast,

ternational Year of_the
s for their services

:\\" ) radio
®  Harrisfield students cgnductedE R? ""g%”{ﬁ’e i i
Program on Community Radio 97.7 S e
the photo are Juanita Coakes and Jacinta

hool.
; ound from front of Sc
Relocation of playgr \d shelter shed.

°

®  Relocation of sand pit into 0

®  Relocation of sick bay to office area.'
®  External & internal painting of School.

The 2000s at Harrisfield Primary School

‘ b2 3 Baet T ) S RY :

1 00 i i i hinese
000.00 Grant received for Asian studies. C

éodi:g was the' ‘Year of the Snake’. Each member of the

ing i 12
reated a Snake Scale (283) resulting in a
il c]::) snake permanently displayed outside the office.

metre, 3

2002 : :
Bali bombing killed 202 including 89 Australians.

. ; 2
:0q School Bus established. Route: Ardgower
:( Iv:s?ldk;nlgoads corner to Through Rd and B(-meor.e Rd.
e March 18: AGM Guest Speaker, Melanie Vivian, a
. % he.Melboume Kestrels netball team.

player WL introduction of tunic and skirts as optional

e  Uniform -

irls. : ’ :
?ma]\;gtgﬂltural Quilt, representing 17 countries Harris-

field PS students originated from, w?\ls g:sp;aﬁd ot ‘Broud
i Ave, Noble Park.
icipate’ shop In Leqnard : '
:0 Pa#ﬁllcm:‘ull-time teaching staff nominated for the

" in Teaching" award. i
.Excce;l::}i';‘;%:;h:w (ex-student 1957-59) won a "National
Excellence in Teaching Award" for SA & NT Region.

isited Chesterville Farm. . o
o 2{22'5 :;lctzzs erected around the main building and
L]

block.
play ground BEE- o o o7'65.

. ﬁa:rr::nat!éilsr:elew garden area was established at the
° [e) .

front"cr:;;:eggyr:??&ake a Difference Day) saw children go
L]

i i hool clean. They
ding and keeping the_: sC
Zln ¥ azo‘ﬂt \:::n ar?d planted 200 native trees.
"ESSDe_ Ie—I?I movie on School oval screened Monster Inc.
o riv

2003 S
SARS outbreak in f\s-n
Australian troops Join

rmony Day. Students learnt about
d their cultures.

a disrupted travel and trade.
ed invasion of Iraq (March).

e March 29 Han
different countries @ itod

A cation van ws[te -
: 'I'-ICfe Edaufor Cancer" raised $100.00. f th
3 08 Taylor received a (;enlﬁcate om e
e John tony ducation for Commitment and Effort over
DepartmeﬂS at Harrisfield Primary School. S
manllf_%e?rn flags made by each child served as a daily
° ibeta i ce.

; Make a Differen x :
reminder that WS car;rrisﬂeld children participated in both
° rfAnsi;nFt:f;tt:van 4 visual arts, ranging from painting and
pﬁ '? AL gh to dancing and ﬁlmmakmg. S e S
il y.d +oll community/social dance raise .00.
° gocg an 345 OO day camp to Wombat Corner in
° rades
Emerald. 2 o School Day attqng:ted by about
;- 5 Sert)tt(ajmblzfar; ers including 7 original students.
30 ex-studen

Back f
d teach



The 2000s

e Allan Griffin visited the School, donating Aust. wattle
trees to commemorate the victims of the Bali bombing.

* 11 classes. Enrolment in December 247.

e Graduation night - Scholarships presented to worthy
Grade 6 students for Involvement at HPS, Love of
Leaming, Demonstration of ACE values, and Leadership.
The sponsors were Tobin Brothers, City of Greater
Dandenong, and BASF Australia.

2004 \
Boxing Day Tsunami killed 230000+ in SE Asia.

February 11: First meeting for the 50th Anniversary
Steering Committee. Celebration day set for Jul 30, 2005.

‘ h o
e Crossing supervisors Joan and Ken Davis were fare-
welled after 21 years and 13 years service respectwely._J

o Japanese filmmakers featured our students in an
Educational Video for the film "Australia’s Multiracial
Society, Social Services and Cultural Affairs"._ :
e April 1-24: Students exhibited th_elr works in
Harrisfield's "My Special Place" Art Pro;ect at Walker
Street Gallery in Dandenong (see Arts section).

® 254 enrolled students from 35 language groups. ;

e  Principal Fran Luke awarded an Australian Council of
Educational Leadership Fellowship. -

e  Knitting Club for Grades 5-6 students.wrth CWA. x

*  August: Dean Hutton (host of Curiosity Show) visited
the School for our Science Show.

e District Netball and Soccer Champions.

SCHOOL SLOWDOWN

We ask parents of children at Noble Park’s Harrisfield Primary
School for their views on permanent 40km/h school speed ZOnes,

. od Eghanlan, Harrisflgry,
vic, Noble Debblo Jansz, Noble Parkc: it Sae i
3533:’ mﬂﬁ:".ﬂﬁ; should makes sense thal the traffic c—ﬂ'&%’{: "j’,' g}(’g;"ﬁ? tﬂ::?_.? it
always have it (‘ID-‘UM,AJ,,;pm.‘U i:c;uﬂi;:‘;m %ﬁzﬁ:ﬂmﬂur 3.30‘”" Hihro csnr A
tmidlive ﬁgw”m“ﬁ“:‘h-“‘ lhc:e'spia’ﬁrmud) sense amu&d{gfss s ailiight 1o
having 40km/h timits outside be GOkm/h.

those times.

Glanys Forbas, Noble Park: | Natallp Cole, Heysbarg

Whitaker, Noble 3 : |
Park: | tink whatever safoty think you need 40km/h, even m&;r;g(;’; ',5"0'3:‘;"’ "r‘;'i'y;: o ng
1wer can give to children at during the day. [tk it needs éfvﬁnim iy b0 A0k da:n fa
school 8 good. A driver te be permanient, eh o ool Gropolf o
Athany/h has much more it's not that bad for drivers
ability to stop than a driver at that way, butif il was A0k,
S50kmy' h or 60kmysh, They # all the time you'd haye

haveitinNSWand it'sa lralfic problems.
wanderful system.

The 2000s at Harrisfield Primary School

e Student Courtney Merrett won a $600 Rotary Club
writing competition.

e Fourth in Chess Club tournament.

° Grade Six performed progressive dance at their
graduation night.

°  December enrolment 258, with 33 Grade 6s finishing.

2005
Harrisfield Primary School turns 50 on July 4,

® Average size of class 18-20.

® February: Enrolment 242 (highly transient, 39 preps).
° School Council office bearers: Glenda McCabe
(President), Fran Luke (CEO), Max Singh (Vice Pres.),
Meredith laconese (Treasurer) and Julie Dickson (Sec.).

e Updateto plumbing.

° Staffroom refurbished/ extended, old sick bay gone.

°  Principal Fran Luke awarded International Study Tour
to Harvard Business School.

° New style bomber jackets introduced for Grade 6.

® Graduate teacher Naomi Kobayashi from Japan
placed at HPS April - Dec. (hosted by a family).

® July 4: Harrisfield School turns 50.

° Saturday July 30: 50th Anniversary celebrations day.

2000s Reminiscences

° Rosetta Isma (nee De Bortoli), ex-student 1955-58,
Darent of Harrisfield students and school councillor '79-80s
Quite unexpectedly | find myself this year taking my
Qrand_son to the playgroup in Macdonald Hall. So this is
the third generation in our family, and like before it is very
welcoming. Only two weeks into playgroup | was
confronted by Meredith laconese who has been at the
school for 20 years, so the wheel goes full circle.

Harrisfield non-Classroom Staff

(these lists may not be complete)
Office Staff-

Helen Turnbull 1973 - 99
Gloria Kashmiri (P/T) 1991 — g2
Sonita Devi (P/T) 1997

Kate Steel 1998 — 2005

Debbie Gillies 1999 — 2005

Canteen Managers:
Margaret Greenham 1976 — 77
Florrie Draper 1977 — 88

Karen Kennedy 1988 — gp
Kathie Jacobs 1990 - 93
Cathy O'Brien 1993 — present

Cleaners:

Mrs Williams 1955
Mr and Mrs Van Wonderen 1955/56
1973

Mrs Zalitis 1956 —

Mr M. Boyd 1970s — 1980

Mr B. Cashman late 1970s

Mark Farrel| 1980s

Mr 8. LeGassick early 1980s

Lee Farrel| (P/T) 1980s

Martin Pullen 1980s — 1990g

P. Cashman late 1987

Warrick Tumbull (P/T) late 1980s
Allan Brown 1988 — 1990¢
Loretta and Tony Ariagarda 1990s
Julie Dickson 2003 - 2005

Rosie Chaplin 2003 — 2005

The 2000s at Harrisfield Primary School

2000s Grade 6 Photos

2003 Grade 6

"%ﬂ- ay

- 2004

Grade 6




" 1955-2005

e 1958: Weekly music instruction by a visiting specialist.

e 1961: Teacher Keith Brereton posted to the school.
Applying his talents and enthusiasm, musical appreciation
was embraced at the school during his 22-year tenure.

1962: | can remember being part of the school
musical play, a dwarf in Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs, on presentation night / Parent Teacher night.

e Photo & comment: Gary Liddy, ex-student 1956-1962.

e 1963 December: Grades 4-6 re-staged "Snow White".

Grade 6 teacher Keith Brereton was the driving force
behind musical appreciation and development at the
school. During the 1970s and 1980s a number of very
popular stage shows were performed by the students
under Keith's directorship, including “Oliver”, “Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat”, and “Jonah Man
Jazz", These productions were both ambitious and very
entertaining and were held variously in the Noble Park
High School assembly Hall, the Dandenong Town Hall, the
Noble Park Uniting Church and later in our own
Macdonald Hall. It was also during this time that Keith
Brereton composed the school song.

e Gary Matthews, School Committee & Council 1976-82

e 1966: Mr Johnson was a Beatles fan so he decideq
to get four of us Grade 4 boys and make us into junior
Beatles. There was George Janson, Gary Tippett, Greg
McGill and myself John Liddy. George and | played our
namesakes. | cannot remember who Greg and Gary
played. We had plastic wigs and guitars. We learnt twq
songs ‘Do You Want To Know A Secret' and ‘Al My
Loving'. We sang to our class and Miss Johnson's class. |
thought it was fantastic fun and to this day | am still a great
Beatles fan. | don't know what we sounded like, ag |
cannot sing to save myself.

e  John Liddy. ex-student 1962-68.
e 1967 December 18: Another staging of "Snow Whitg"

e 1970 Nov 6 & 7: An ambitious produc_tior_l of "Oliver"
was staged in Springvale High School audltorl_um to great
acclaim. (Keith Brereton Producer & Musical Director).

The Festival Theatre Company subsequently aygjt.
ioned and used our "Oliver" and "Artful Dodger” for thejr
own production of “Oliver!" at Camberwell. Costumes were
based on those in "Oliver and his Friends", the book of the
movie. Purchase of the rights gave us a full orchestrg
score for 6 months, even though we used only piano anq
organ. Several ex-students came back from secondary
school to play parts.

o Keith Brereton. Harrisfield teacher 1961-82.

The Arts at Harrisfield Primary School

HARRISFICLO FRIMaRY scHDOL
Fresents

{+4th permizsion of .S, Wildtemsors L1d.)

MCANKA BTH & 7w, 1970

SPRLNGUAE HIGH SCAN. GLDTTOATM

Programme above froFMrs Hilary Harkness, parent.

Speeinl Christmas Issue

Feter White as "Oliver"
Including the cover of
(editor: Colin Tyrus, a
from "Oliver! and his fri

featured in several media reports,
the Noble Park Scouts magazine
N ex-student). Costuming derived
ends”, the book of the movie.

e
% % e A simple
; @/‘t?ﬁzm "Performers
7 T - Certificate"
f%“'ﬁ’m‘ﬁmm..... had been
fas tadn (13t e the Miusicol Roddeoons designed for

el X presentation
% fhrrisfield ﬁma? &M to students
‘ ; T participating
in musical
productions.

(copy - Keith
Brereton)

In terms of artistic pursuits, choir
plays Were a regular event,
daccomplished singer, gave

and performance of
_Keith Brereton, an
many ch!Idren their first chance

With regard to- schoo|

v lays, "Oliver"
Important to me. Myself ap x Oliver' was the most

nd a few others, who had moved

odt_lction of "Oliver".... My
€S and William attend the Munich

. oo Were my wife Robynne is h
childhood co-ordinator angd school chgreograplze?. e_?rr]l;

1955-2005

school also did a production of the musical Oliver last year
where my eldest son took part as a workhouse boy,
completing a family tradition | guess, after so many years.

°  Ron Exner, Munich, ex-student 1962-67

| have very deep and fond memories of Harrisfield in
the late 60s. rI!(,eith E?rereton directed the first musical in the
school - *Oliver”. |t was the first time | ever wore a
costume and performed on stage. | was In the. chorus.
remember one litle boy in rehearsals getting oo
enthusiastic about his role as a pickpocket and he 5?‘:1?
up on Mr Brereton and stole the pay cheque out 0 hIZ
back pocket. We all fell about laughing. c:; co:?tewas
gave the pay cheque back. | was 7 years 0:, I ar;nt on to
totally magic. | got the bug for performing an w; levision
become a theatre restaurant actor and freelance té 1l
actor. | now teach Drama myself at Buckley Park College.

e Margie Pelleqrino (nee Bainbridge), ex-student '65-71.

| have very fond memories of singing in the choir with
Mr Brereton.
*  Suzanne Johnson, ex-student 1966-72.

| still remember teacher Judy King pla;gntﬁeh:;ygll:g;
and belting out some cool tunes. Those wer )

a care in the world.
a

Eddie Jost, ex-student 1971-75. :
1976 August 14: Participation in Schools Music
Festival at Noble Park High School. 3
° 1976 November 4,5 & 6: "Oliver Twist" was staged,
essentially a repeat of "Oliver!" from 1970.

=

5 :]"r_\ S @A j/

VPR S RAY

sacer and Beaiesl 2ArINEr
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e e e
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The Arts at Harrisfield Primary School

HARRISFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

presents

A MUSICAL PLAY

OLIVER TWIST

NOBLE PARK HIGH SCHOOL ASSEMBLY HALL
& NOVEMBER 1976 at 8.00 p.m.

Children: $1.00 .S !0
Adults: ~ $2.50

1976 ticket (from Leanne Manniche, ex-student 1970-76)

° l 1 975 May 9: Gr-ade 6p0rr_ned "A Minstrel
the Dandenong Youth Music Festival.

Shw" at

g h il
1978 December 13: "Joseph and the Amazing
a

¥ le Park
i m Coat" was performed gt Nqb
ggggﬂﬂ%oﬁﬁ Hall, Keith Brereton musical director.

This page donated by Ron Exner,
ex-student 1962-67, whose predep-
essors migrated from Germany in
1857 to Dandenong. Ip 1959 his
parents moved to Ambrie Crescent.
Ron relocated to Munich in 1990 as
Director Research and Development
Packaging for Kraft Foods.
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1979 August 4: "Jonah ’ ", eented at Danae—
nong Music Festival, used many of "Joseph's" costumes.

The Arts at Harrisfield Primary School

My ‘L__ T R
19984 Christmas concert outside Macdonald Hall.

e 1979: An end of year concert featured a variety of
performances by different groups from within the school.

e 1981: "Jonah Man Jazz" musical play (produced by
Keith Brereton) was performed at the Dandenong Arts
Festival (April 7) & Noble Park Uniting Church (May 4) and
a "Christmas Jazz" musical (Grades 5 & 6) was performed
at venues in Springvale, Noble Park and Berwick.

e 1982 September 26: "Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dream Coat" was performed at the Noble
Park Uniting Church".

° 1982 November 12: "Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dream Coat" was performed at the opening
of Macdonald Hall by the Music Club: director K. Brereton.

My greatest memories include the many musicals we
did during my time at Harrisfield. Beginning with choirs
competing in the Dandenong Festival we followed up with
a couple of productions of "Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs". For the Dandenong Festivals we did shortened
versions of "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat’, "Jonah Man Jazz" and "A Minstrel Show". Two
productions of the complete “Oliver!" (1970 and 1976)
were the highlight because of the standard we achieved
through enthusiasm and cooperation of the children ang
parents. Students who took part still reminisce whenever
we meet. The production of the complete "Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat" as part of the official
opening of Macdonald Hall in 1982 served also as my
farewell to Harrisfield after 22 years and remains as my
final memory of hours of rehearsals ending in colourfy
energetic fun.

e  Keith Brereton, Harrisfield teacher 1961-82.

| loved art class and library times. A bunch of students
painted a mural that was to hang at the Noble Park Pog|s.
A year later when | went to the pools with my high schogj
class, there the painting was, in the girl's changing rooms!
I ' was thrilled at the prospect of having a piece of art on
public display. It's a great feeling for a 12 year old! |'yg
since been keeping myself busy in the aris field, ... doing
what | love to do, writing and performing my own work.
e Leng Te, song writer & performer, ex-student 1985 gp

1999  Another Bushwahzee performance.
(above 3 photos from Cathy O'Brien)
o S

o Vg e

B — -~ e 2004: Apr 1-24

- ' The "My Special
.1 Place" Art exhib-
| ition, highlighting
| students' diversity
| of culture and
| homelands, was
held at the Walker
Street Gallery in
Dandenong.

® 2004 September 15: "Step Back In Time" staged at

Noble Park Seconda :
ry College Hall A
School's 50 years (scri ge Hall, celebrating Harrisfield

®  2005: "Harrisfield Harmonies"

pt by Patrick Hughes and actors).

adult choir was formed.

1955-2005

° 1955: Very early in the school's life some s:porlung
activities were held on a paddock on the Eyre's farm
across the highway. These were relatives of Edgar Harris,
after whom the district was named.

e 1956: Regular swimming instruction was taking place
at Dandenong Municipal baths. .

° 1956 — June Newsletter: "The Dandenong District is
now divided into two sections for competitive sport. Our
school meets Noble Park and Springvale in football and
basketball".

° 1956 or 1957: The girls marching t
to shield-winning performance at the

parent Mrs Marion Veal. _
° 1958 February: 110 children were reported as having
swimming instruction at Dandenong Baths.

° 1959 April: The Inspector reported that 'Thehrecﬁhnt
introduction of the 'House System' should see S;n ez’r
rivalry in sporting events.". The houses werrl]a ntreets
Callander, Dixon, Bowmore and Princes after t ?:o sl’ours

surrounding the school, later to be known by their :

° 1962 Football Team (cutting Gary Liddy)

fnbeaten—until they lost 'J’__a“dﬁ’_g

e & 47 ;
vh-l‘

eam was coached
School Sports by

g2 4 v 5

qleaten, but stil smiing,
St youpng  Harrisfield ¢
late  ‘Sehool  footballers |

AN count themselves a bit

gnlucky. forsthey only lost
M;‘e Mmatch for’ the sea-
w‘] — and it had to be !
Doyerand final! And then |
‘DVEton West only beat
”:““ by 2 points, Here,
th:':‘.- are  pictured wnijh-
8] ster, (Y
Goyen portsmaste: :
~ Claygy Studics, Clayton |
5443372 &

Girls Marching that
= . urnal reported
1964: April: The Dandencmghémboys and girls at

When it comes to marching t R (oppaste
arrisfield State School are tops. B°@2,§"esﬁ?§| dsf S
90) and girls' (above) teams e this tme

Sport at Harrisfield Primary School

Aot a e - "
Boys Marching Team Winners 1964 Phote from Calin Brown

o 1972: Football and Basketball successes and won
shields for team events and sports aggregate at the
annual district sports. 1

e 1973: The school won both shields in B division
(Athletics) at the interschool sports.

e 1977: Aug/Sept: Netball "A" won the local sports
association final.

. October 7: "Harrisfield Commonwealth Games"
e Og "Hong Kong" team won the T-Ball final.

were held an

1987: Succes
t.he football and soccer teams. 9§1ch

sful in winning the Athletic sports, and
ed the Grand Final.

Wolmes.
% ophonio Morel. Kristy Kermedy, Angeln Femworthy, Asber
vana Glayic, Sasca betedhy FFcote iittem, Kbty Seeete o onty, 0 GRAGS NiTGLEY

2: 1 fave
Lol Kristy Parsdowski, Kallfe
STNTE WETBALL CHAMPIGHS

Da”derlong District State School sports.

. ms.
leacher vir Keith Brereton was coaching the tea




| 1955-2005

e early 1990s: Students had their last swimming
instruction by classroom teachers at Noble Park Pool.
Later instruction was by professionals at Monash Pool.

PR P ot O Y. i B s et g i psa kTR S

ROW 2- Hin-Chuan Ng, Michasl Moabey, Soar Sun, Chris Davis, Ronll Chand

FRONT: Brad Angus, David Attard, Robent Ferrara {Captain), Akash Singh (Vico-Capiain). Artic Tang. Brett Goodmgn
{Absent: Marion Pargara.)

CRICKET COACH:. MR SIMON HELMOT

e June 2001: The Melbourne Age: Sports-related
1 thought the penalty for throwing a comment by _hat

pie into someone’s face in public | iNVeterate writer of
was one month’s jail, or is Sam Letters 1o — the
Newman ahove the law? Editor" - Roman

: (Horowyj) Horoway,
ROMAN HOROWAY, Mount Martha | L "0 20 “o 2 63

o 2004: District netball and soccer champions.

e  2005: District Athletics Champions (first time in 15
years) and Group C Rugby League Champions (first time).

Sporting Reminiscences

e Jim Veal, retired school Principal, ex-student 1955.59
Dandenong District Sports Day:

Harrisfield School was relatively small in its early years
and we languished near the bottom of the District Sports
point score. We had a few good athletes, and loads of
determination, but the 'big’ schools had the advantage_
Then The Plan’ was hatched and things really changeq
for the better. Mind you, it took a lot of time and effort, ¢
it surely wiped the superior smiles off a few faces from thg
other schools. Let's go back and get the story ‘slraight
from the horse's mouth’ as the saying goes. Mum recg||s
that the Harrisfield School Mothers' Club was a very actiye
organisation, keen to support school activities Whengygr
possible. When Mr. Goyen approached t.hem with a
request to make uniforms for the girls' marchl_ng team, the
mums were rearing to get the sewing mach_lnes running,
He invited them to watch a fraining session. As they
watched, Mrs. Stark came up to my mum (Mrs Veal) ang
suggested that if she looked after mum's toddler, thep
perhaps mum could go out and assist with the training, |

Sport at Harrisfield Primary School

situations like this, it always helps to have some inside
information, and Mrs. Stark knew that mum had been a
Drill Instructor Sergeant in the W.A.AAF. during World
War 2. In her own words, mum says she asked the girls if
they wanted to win the shield. Following their enthusiastic
“Yes', she formed them up in height order, arranged them
with tallest at either end, ranging to shortest in the middle.
Once formed into three rows, they learnt to move in time,
left wheel, right wheel and to stop. Training was held
regularly after schoo! until sports day arrived. The team
performed to perfection, won the shield and set a pattern
for the-ensuing years. Harrisfield kids could match the
best of any of the larger schools. As a footnote, mum
recal!s that the teachers organized for the team members
to bring flowers to school from which they made a huge
bouquet and presented it to her as a ‘thank you'.

° Tr(fagg Liddy, engineer, ex-student 1956-1962.

he marble areas at times resembled a minefield from
playing holers. | have recollections of going home with a
large bag of marbles won and at other times with none,
such were the fortunes on the marble field. Many hours
Were spent swapping marbles and discussing the virtues
of various colours, “catseyes" and marble sizes.
| can remember the mounds of dirt from the building
works tr!at was our playground for some years and the
rutted, dirt track that was our cricket pitch for just as long.
Due to the mounds the run up was short, the pitch may
have n‘early been long enough, but it was also shaped like
2e 2?;(8 v_?_e}z]' S0 thz;t after rain it also ran water down the
- Ihe roughness create
especially the bagtjsmen. Eee hesanional players
| Iovegi my football and there was not much level ground
to play in the early days, but we made do, However, once
the area was levelled out and grass grown we played to
our hearts content. Many a day | went home with wet,
{nuddy school shoes from playing footy, only to get into
rouble at hqme due to the state of my good school shoes.
On reaching Grade Six, 1962, | represented the school
?et f%oty. We won our entire home and away games,
do?n?n !ed the grand final, but lost by a point. What a let
] i can remember beiqg bussed to the old Dandenong
WImming pool for Swimming lessons and gaining the

Senior Certificate in Grade Six. S
. Sho
Noble Park pool was built rily afterwards the

;{ _Rcm Exner, Kraft Foods director, ex-student 1962-67.

arrisfield was a great place for organized physical
adw&ﬂes; a_II the usual stuff like netball and football but
also including rounders, folk dancing, marching teams,
tunnel ball etc. | recall the big days out competing at
Interschool events at the old oval at the Dandenong
Market, The school's woollen football jumpers were solid
rrnaroon‘ In colour with a large white "H" on the front (very
tight fitting as someone's Mum washed them in water that
was too hotl). Our football team was pretty good,

S Were players in the very

This page donated by Gary Liddy,
| ex-student 1956-62. Married to
: Chgryl since 1974 and very proud of
their son, just turned 21, Gary grad-
) uated as an engineer, worked in

local government and is now Works

Engineer at Fawkner Cemete
ry.
ey B sewam Interests are golf & outdoor activities

gl
e
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Sport

e  David Estoppey. ex-student 1962-65. -
John Hull and another John, collided above my head in a

game of football and both split open _their left eyebrow -
ouch!, but thanks for leaving me out of it.

°  Russell Norris, entertainer, ex—s_tudent 1966—6Q. ¥
| was in red house, "Callander” | think they called it, an

; hool
was the fastest runner in the school, but when the sc
athietics came around in 1969, | was shited to Springvale
and won the 100 yard dash, triple jump and high Jllldmp 5
Whiteside State School. My friends from Harrisfield gav
me so much s...!

°  John Zambrans, ex-student 1962-69.
Here's a bit of Harrisfield Trivia for you.
Question: Which Former Harrisfield student went O,ng;
become a VFL Player, playing for both Melbou;ﬂeﬁ:ume
the coaching of Ron Barassi) and North :r s
(premiership team) and is now the team manag
AFL Fremantle Dockers?
Answer: Steven Icke
Question: Dixon, Bowmore, Pdrin;es?and Callander are
what and what were they named after?
: ere house

Answer: Streets surrounding the sc}?oolbnll-;gNwwas blue,
school names. From memory | think DS B2 5
PRINCES was yellow, CALLANDER W
BOWMORE was Green. ;
Editor's note: The house names later ’eveﬁ:g ?dﬂ;sbt iﬁg
colours. In the early 1990s they We"svc tahg (red), and
current Banksia (blue), Heath (vellow), Wara j
Eucalyptus (green).

uestion: In the Sixties where wer
held?
Answer: Old Dandy show grounds,

andy market.

e the inter school sports

just behind the current

*  John Liddy, ex-student 1962-68 a
1965: Mr Aggms was a keen St Kilda sgpfl:)?;t‘f;:g’r alnd
mad Essendon supporter. On the Friday eboard showing
Final he had drawn a picture on the black won so on the
St Kilda winning the Grand Final. Essendon ear old to go
Monday it gave me great delight as @ nmﬁ.c-,yresult on the
it?to class and watch Mr Adams change t

oard. ] ! it came to
1967: | was only small in those days SOC::::e but it was
the school football team | never stood @ that | played my
I a practice game in the second teafl t assistant coach
Oreatest game ever. Steven Icke (curren

Kangaroo player)
at Fremantle and former Demon and r?treman in the

Was captain of the football team. | played ?’?st team and |
second team that night. We killed th; ’:he heat of the
thrashed the first team centreman. to me very angry.
Moment after the game Steven came u|p\,\,ouid never get a
He told me that while he was captain 1 WOU 8 T = o es
9ame. He was right, because ' ley play

the following year after a serious illness-

t Mistress '66-68.
+. Merna Siattery, Essendon fan Infaer-.‘occer devotee but

39n!or teacher Syd Bainbridge was & he needed help in

i t on L
Student at Springvale High Wh;“‘ggnin to take training.

outh Melbourne player, Was C any children who
Vd's expertise included first aid, = dagyed. | recall that

= n
Were injured were always perfic{go::reted, so volleyball

.
€came an activity for the teachers after schoo

Classroom Staff List

Teachers and Aides 1955-2005

See page 50 for non-classroom staff

Some 20 or more teachers from the 1960s and early 70s
are unidentified and missing from this list. Some named
may be honorary position holders. Dates are a guide only.

i i t Harrisfield
en who changed names while teaching at |
:’?::Ir: both names included, with total service beside both.

in J (65) # Ainsworth, Nancy, Ms (69-71) #
ﬁggms,'vﬁaina),(nnils (63) # Allan/Allen, Brad (91-92) #
Allen, Ronda, Ms (93-94) # Allinson, Gladys, Mrs (55-60) #
Annear, Ida, Mrs (55-61) # Antal, V, Mrs (86-88) # Arqyro-
poulos, G, Mrs (89) # Armao, John (81&89-92) # Arney,
Carol. Ms (86) # Arthurson, Catherine, Mrs (75) # Attwood,
: Ms (63-65) # Bahr, Catherine, Ms (94) #

t M, :
I\Bn;:,g;:‘gge, Sydney (66-70) # Balque, Pamela J, Miss (68)

Miss (96-98) # Barker, Alison, Ms (91) #

Jan,
Ea—?;aﬁi'.‘—.s- 'Pam. Mrs (92-05) # Barretto, Sharon, Ms (01-05)

imi, Ms (99-02) # Batchelor, Karla, .Mrs (97) #
gei?rr;?:?c', I\‘,r\:i[adja, Mrs (03-05) # Bishop, Lyn, Miss (82-'3“5)
# Biviano, Ann-Marie, Miss (92-05) # Bolger, Suzanne, ;
(89) # Bond, Craig (98-00) # Booth, §arah, _Ms (04)
her, 7, Mrs (56) # Bouchier/Bouschier, William E. (65)
e i ohn (98) # Bovd (rén?i)s Egart), Sagg;an(i)\h viss
_65) # Brereton, Keith (61- rewer, ;
ESS)G#S);O""ES' Lisa, Ms (94) # Brown, Geoff (6%-;25) :
Browne, Kylie, Miss (99-00) # Budge, Lindy, Mrs (73- go
Do Ne, ey J, Mrs (78-82885) # Burston, Walter.P. (80)
#u(; i'aghan Fiona, Miss (85) # Callo»y, Jeqme, Mrs (75-
8- 4 Campbell (Mrs Turcato), Valerie, Miss (84-04) #
c : twell Jenny M, Mrs (78-79) # Capper (Mrs Carey),
Cﬁn‘ ﬁll"ss (77-83) # Carey (Miss Capper), Chris, Mrs (77-
rls‘C frne Andrew (2002) # Carroll, Edna M, M{ss (55-
o) B Noel (72-74) # Cartledge, Debra J, Miss (83-
A ton, R. Geoff (57-60) # Chea, Uchchara, Ms
or hlebowczyk/Chiebowczyk, D, Mrs (76) # Chu-
o &2 Mr2/Ms? (94) # Churchill, Diane, Ms (92) #
Nguy——e';' ‘:1".'" : (52') # Clark, Stuart (80-85) # Coelho, Pam,
Clark, 7, % lard, K.L, Mrs (66-68) # Collier, Lee, Miss
e llins éary (80-85) # Collins, W..H. Garnet (55-
(70_?1)#03 e o (Mrs Smith), Jan, Miss (81-91) #
57) # ColdUld'®: oo # Considine, ?, Miss (67) # Cook,
Sannely 48 Cooke, Susan J, Miss (81-88) #

: .89) # :
oy “ﬂu?séﬁa Ve (91-62) # Cooper, Debbie Jane, Vs

; i 98) # Crawford (Mrs Elliott),
(o) # 99’—"—'?%‘77}?5:;"; érav)vrord, Jenni, Miss (80-85) #
Kristine M, Ml:nne Miss (92-01) # Crees?, Thelma, Miss
Crawford, Jo-2P b \-<"(90-98) # Curcio, Mary, Miss (81-
(64) # Cross, 55 "(76) # Dalton, Amanda, Mrs (99) #
8Dz) i D@Llr-' e, Miss (91-94) # Dare, ST., Mr _(53) :
alton, C. r ’ rs (78) # D'Auburn, Daw‘d (02-03)
Darley, Diann€ %5, 97801) # Davidson, Jim (75-79) #
Davern, Mary. "= " (89-90) # Daws, Amanda (Mandy),
Davison, Le;ﬂDa- Patria, Ms (01-04) # De Blauw, Sancg,
Mrs (81-82) '},Jbalia, Ms (03) # Dixon, Pat, Mrs (87-89)
Ms (94) #_D_IQ.LV.-MTS (93) # Dowd, ?, Mr (60-61) # Driver,
# Dovey, Jane(.m) % D'Souza za, Peggy, Miss (86-92) #
Helen, Mrs ( Evans), Leanne M, Mrs (82-89) # Eeles,
Edmond (Mis$ (87-00) # Elliot, Carolyn, Mrs (90-91) #
Eliott ‘??G-"; Crawford), Kristine " e (2’5"'33)’ # Evane
10 1S er, Jill R, Mrs A
Tracey, Ms (9:) # %. Miss (82_-89) # Evans,
(Mrs Edmon )é0-91) # Evans, Sally, Miss (64) # Ewart
Margaret, Ms ( ndra C, Mrs (62-65) # Falotico, Eleanora,
(Miss Boyd), ?:a| gman?, Judith, Ms (75) # Fibakiewlez,
Miss (77) # ‘Beg)fff—:idelia, Guy (72-82) # Fimmel, PN?_er
Joan, Mrs (55-_rth Mfc_r—lgél—(01'03) # Forbes, GIIIIan,GBIS;
%6‘)7;'28133%752@9‘“- Miss (66) # Foster, John (68)
orster,




# Fuller (Mrs Hobson), Tracy, Miss (88-90) # Gardner, Liz,
Ms (04-05) # Gatt, Christine V, Mrs (76-77 & 88-91) #
Gaughan, Henry (76) # Glennie, Alan.W. (Bill) (82-85) #
Gough, Sue, Ms (86) # Goyen, John (56-62) # Grayling,
Jim (86) # Greer, Barry J (77) # Griffin, Gail, Mrs (80-89) #
Guy (Miss Staave-Fischer), Lyn, Mrs (64) # Hadfield, M.
Joyce, Mrs (76-77) # Hagan, Maureen M, Mrs (70-72&75-
89) # Haines, Margaret G, Ms (75-76) # Hainsworth,
Dianne, Ms (94) # Hansen, Beverley, Mrs (90-05) #
Harding, Shona E, Mrs (67-68) # Harkness, Gillian Miss
(74-75) # Harland (=Mrs Thompson?), Leanne, Miss (76-
80) # Harris (Mrs laconese), Meredith, Miss (82-05) #
Harris, John J. (81-86)) # Hart, Pam, Mrs (75-77) # Hart,
Peter (66-68) # Hayres, Noeleen M, Ms (71) # Heathcote,
Ray (98-99) # Helmot, Simon (94-95) # Henderson, Diane
E, Miss (77) # Henderson, Greg (98&01-03) # Henry,
Jennifer, Ms (79) # Hercus, Kathleen, Mrs (76-78) #
Hewson, Kaye, Miss (76-78) # Higgs, G. Ken (65) # Hill,
Heather, Mrs (90-92) # Hill, Murray (90) # Hillbrich, L, Mrs
(80-88) # Hobson (Miss Fuller), Tracy, Mrs (88-90) # Hore,
Muriel, Mrs (74-78) # Hughes, Patrick (02-05) #
Humphries, Sue, Mrs (74-79) # Hunt (Miss Murphy),
Karen, Mrs (94) # Hunter, Brian (02) # Hutterer, Caroline,
Mrs (74-77) # laconese (Miss Harris), Meredith, Mrs (82-
05) # Ireland, Virginia F, Mrs (75) # Jansen (=Miss Kelly?),
V, Mrs (76) # Jeanes, Wendy E, Mrs (86-91) #
Jerram?/Serram?, Margaret J, Miss (65) # Jessup, Helen,
Miss (73) # Jewell, David Q (67-70) # Johnson (Mrs
Skinner), Judith M, Miss (66-69&74-79) # Johnson,
Michael R. (65-66) # Johnston, Joan M, Mrs (78-80) #
Jones, G, Mr (63-64) # Jukes, Dorothy B, Miss (69-79) #
Kampl, Debbie, Mrs (04-05) # Karagiannis, Eva, Mrs (01)
# Kaulins, Rita, Ms (86) # Keddie, Robert J. (65-67) #
Keisler, Gilbert P (84) # Keleher, Chris (03-05) # Kelly
(=Mrs Jansen?), Vanessa, Miss (76) # Kelly, Estelle, Ms
(05) # Kemp, Gennieve, Mrs (98-03) # Kennedy, Rachael,
Ms (00) # Keogh, Genevieve, Miss (98-04) # Kerley, June,
Mrs (64-68 & 74) # Kerr, Debbie, Mrs (97-05) # Kilby, Ann,
Mrs (71-76) # Kim, Anna, Ms (04-05) # King, Judy N, Mrs
(74-75) # Knight, Chris (02) # Konopnicki, Susan R, Miss
(79) # Koposhilov, Alexandra, Ms (96) # Koronios, Antonia
(Toni), Miss (91) # Kosach, Anneliese, Ms (92) # Koulinj,
R, Miss (85) # Kurelia, Natalie, Ms (01-02) # Kurelja,
Shain (01-03) # Lafferty, Helen, Ms (96-01) # Laidlaw,
Suzanne Y, Mrs (77) # Lambert (Mrs Tueno), Joy, Miss
(60-64) # Lancaster, Julie Annette, Miss (76) # Le, Manh
Nhan (03-05) # Leach, K, Ms (69) # Legg, Pauline M, Mrs
(79-81) # Leishman, G. Jean, Miss (73-76) # Leonart, ?,
Miss (55) # Levell, Marion R, Miss (88-90) # Lillyman-
Holmes, Donna, Mrs (99) # Lind, Alan (61-64) # Liston, W,
(Bill) (87-88) # Longano, Kathleen/Katherine? M, Mrs (83-
85) # Lonski, Witold (04) # Lovell, Gae H, Ms (83) # Lovel|,
Terry (74) # Luke, Fran, Mrs (99-05) # Lynch, Steve (05) #
Macdonald, Bob (76-80) # Mackie, Sharne, Mrs (90-93) #
Macomber, Deanne, Miss (76-77) # Maddern, Glenda F,
Mrs (81-87) # Manallack, Julie, Mrs (98-99) # Mann, ?, mr
(61) # Marsh (Miss Reeve), Edna, Mrs (56-58, 68-69 & 83.
87) # Marsham, Jacqueline (Jackie), Mrs (90-96) # Mason,
Brenda J, Miss (77-87) # Matlock, Elizabeth A, Mrs (76) #
Matthews, Janice, Ms (65) # McAdie, Wendy J, Mrs (82-
84) # McCabe, Glenda, Mrs (01) # McCarthy, Jean V, Mrg
(64-66) # McConchie, Sue, Mrs (86) # McDougall, Joan,
Mrs (79-80) # Mclntosh, Robert J. (80) # McLennan, Johp
D. (83-85) # McLeod, R, Mrs (86-88) # McMillan, Anne,
Mrs (93-05) # McQueen, Jill, Ms (74) # Midaley, Graeme
(86-89) # Miller, Bob (01) # Mills, Anne, Ms (90) # Mohr,
Linda M, Ms (86) # Moor (Miss Wade), Alana, Mrs (74.76)
# Morey, Bruce (78-82) # Morgan, Kerry, Mrs (88-91) #
Mulgrew, Tim (88) # Murphy (Mrs Hunt), Karen, Miss (94)
# Murphy, Jacqueline, Miss (89) # Murray, Peter (03) #
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# Musgrove, Dianne/Diane, Mrs (78) # Mutimer, (Mrs
Wilson), Cherie E, Miss (79-86) # Neill, Duane (01) #
Nelson, Carmen, Ms (94) # Nicholls, Anne, Mrs (90-94) #
Norman, Mary, Ms (89-92) # Obeid, Christina, Ms (92-96)
# O'Brien, Darren (98) # O'Brien, Karen, Mrs (92-94 & 03-
05) # Okumuka, Yayoi, Miss (03-05) # O'Neill, Brian F (55)
#_O'Neill, Kaylene, Ms (90-91) # Orr, Rebecca (Becky),
Miss (76-78) # Osland, ?, Mrs (72) # Otton, Jerome (04) #
Padfield, Eva, Ms (74-75) # Pamphilon, G, Miss (55) #
Parker, Maxwell (88) # Parry, Irene, Mrs (86) # Paterson,
Janet L, Miss (84-91) # Payne, Anita, Miss (92) #
Penireath, Belinda, Ms (94) # Perkins, Wendy J, Miss (82)
# Petersen, Jenny, Mrs (87-88) # Pharaoh, Valeria, Mrs
(§9—91) # Phillips (Mrs Thomas), Leanne, Miss (85-94) #
Pierrehumbert, Lynette, Miss (90) # Plumridge, Lisa, Miss
(97) # Poynder, Alison, Miss (60) # Prentice, Marilyn, Mrs
(02) # Rasmussen, R. Jeanette, Miss (74-76) # Reed,
Sydney J. (75) # Reeve (Mrs Marsh), Edna, Miss (56-58,
68-69 & 83-87) # Richmann, Rosemary, Ms (92) #
Russell, Craig (00) # Sagar, ?, Mrs (73) # Savanah, Marie
T, Mrs (68) # Savannah, Vilna, Ms (74) # Schmidt, David
P (81).# Schwarze, Noela D, Ms (74-75) # Serofim,
Josephine, Ms (91) # Serram?/ Jerram?, Margarem
(65) # Sewell, Debbie L, Mrs (80—-87) # Shadbolt, Jan, Mrs
(lqle 60s) # Shadforth, Jennifer M, Ms (84) # Shaw, Sarah,
Miss (03&05) # Sheen, Christine, Ms (90-91) # Short,
Kerry, Ms (1970s) # Shute, Anne, Mrs (93-98) # Skinner
(Miss Johnson), Judith M, Mrs (66-69874-79) # Slattery,
Merna L, Miss (66-68) # Smith (Miss Colquhoun), Jan, Mrs
(81-91) # Smith, David (02-05) # Smith, E, Mr (83) #
Smith, Wally J. (63-74) # Smithett, Rebekah, Mrs (04) #
Soufflot, R, Mr (62-64) # Staave-Fischer (Mrs Guy), Lyn,
Miss (64) # Staqg, Jill, Mrs (78-80) # Stanko, Melanie, Ms
(cg)1-03) # Stark, Dorothy, Mrs (56-61 & 68-69) # Staunton,
l:Ien (94) # &a_ed_ma_g. Jeff (79) # Stephens (Mrs Tolley),
Stf;eryl W, Miss (79-81) # Stevenson, M, Ms (62-63) #
i ':leman, Susan (Sue), Ms (93-02) # Szczepanski,
: na, Ms (01-03) # Taylor, Christine, Mrs (80) # Taylor,
75!:_. Ms (74) # Taylor, John (90s-01) # Taylor, Pam, Mrs
|(: h’uE‘M) # Tefteroo, Moira, Mrs (91-05) # Thomas (Miss
Thl ips), Leanng. Mrs (85-94) # Thomas, Bruce (86-89) #
Thomgson (=Miss Harland?), Leanne L, Mrs (76-80) #
--ompson, Glenys, Miss (74) # Thomson, William S. (Bill)

(90-92) # Tinkler, ?, Mrs (71) # Todd, ?, Ms (70) # Tolley

(Miss Stephens), Cheryl W, Mrs (79-81) # Tomasetig
_I?osalba_A, Ms (75) # Tomaszewski, Terry? Miss (74-76) #
T@r_\, Hien, Ms (02) # Travis, Jackie, Ms (74-75) #
;:thewey, Syabrechta (Sia), Mrs (74-85) # Trott, Darryl
{- ) # Tsianakas, George (04-05) # Tueno (Miss
#a{_nbert), Joy, Mrs (60-64) # Tulloch, Margaret, Miss (61)
x urcato (Miss Campbell), Valerie, Mrs (84-94) # Turner,
Ba\nd (88-90) # Vainerere, Mata, Ms (01) # Van Den
v&[gﬂg. Els, Miss (83-85) # Videon, Tracy, Ms (01-03) #

olkering, Paul C. (76-78) # Wade (Mrs Moor), Alana,
Miss (74-76) # Wahid, Amy, Ms (98) # Walduck, Robyn,
Mrs (76-78) # Walker, Jacinta, Ms (98) # Wallis, Anne, Ms
(91) # Walls, Patrick (68-69) # Ward, Jenny Ms (98-03) #
x\lateriand, Collene F, Mrs (77-80) # Watkins, Martin (83)
WWatson, Barry. D, (69) # Watson, Betty M, Mrs (56-58) #
Watson, Joanna, Ms (98) # Watson, John (58-63) #

atson, Kalhy', Ms (91-05) # Webb, E.P, Mrs (71-74) #
Wenham,. Katrina, Ms (01) # Wessel, Sylvia A, Miss (81-
83) # Wh|tg, Georgina, Mrs (90-05) # White, Janice A, Mrs
(6_6) # White, Lynette, Ms (93-98) # White, Rhonda M
?gn%s ﬁ\sna‘z% # White?, Liz, Ms (74) # Whiteside, ?, Miss

Ckham, Kerry, Ms (96- i ra
;83\){# Wit ) M?(G?) é 6 9_7) # Wigley, Debra L, Ms
illiams, P.W, Ms (67) # Wilson (Miss Mutimer). Cheri
I(Eg,zl';lILs vﬁr_?.s?;@ ?V\gls?% ;éMs (66)( # Winkler, Ni)éo(lze,ef{l;z
, Peter T. - i

# Woodland, Lois, Miss (60-35:#) EOECk, Refele 0 birs 7o

- 1974-2004

Staff Photos Selection




W This space is for your own notes, photos or other uses.

50th Anniversary DVD

The 50th Anniversary Commemoration is available in 5
DVD that complements this book. The DVD containg 5
series of interviews of past pupils and teachers, as well
as a compilation of class photographs. Those inter.
viewed were Mrs Dorothy Stark, Mr Keith Brereton,
Mark Kosach, Mr Ron Exner and the current .Harn'sﬂe|d
School Captains. This DVD was a major project of the
Committee, who recommend its purchase to you.

With much appreciation for her thoughts, the closing
comments are left to a classmate of the editor's, from 50

years ago at Harrisfield State School 4730. Thanks Sue!

‘e This page donated by Sue Coulson

" (nee Paterson) 1955-59 on behalf of
the Patersons - Mary, Sue & George
.|| being ex-students. Sue would like to

| thank Allan and his Committee for all
the hours of hard and tireless work
they have all done to make this an

| ST TN N interesting and successful reunion.

from
| Meredith |
. laconese









