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Introduction

At a High School Class reunion In October 2000 I
realised that four of us In attendance had been Grade 2
foundation students of Harrisfield State School (as It was
then known), when It opened In July 1955. This triggered
an Interest In appropriately recognising the School's 50th
Anniversary on July 4, 2005. Most of the School's early
records had been lost due to age and the fire, and others
have privacy embargos, so I set up an Internet site In late
2003 to attempt to recover the lost Information and to
locate ex-students In time for the 50th. With the encour
agement of the School's Principal Fran Luke, a Committee
was formed In February 2004 and set about organising a
celebration day for July 30, 2005. A Committee priority has
been to produce a DVD, but there was also demand for a
book and that seemed to me an appropriate way to
permanently record the Information I had collected.

What follows Is designed to give a glimpse of the school
through half a century. In a way that most readers should
find something of Interest. It does not pretend to be a
definitive "History of Harrisfield Primary School". That
would require ten times as many pages. Rather, It Is a
collection of snippets about the school, gleaned from the
archived records and contributed Information. Interspersed
are many reminiscences and photos, mostly provided by
Individuals associated with the school during Its lifetime.

Being primarily about the school and school days, the
curious reader should not seek "life after" tales here.
Some ex-students have led lives of bliss, others lives of
tragedy some have gone on to be self-made millionaires,
others self-made criminals. Others have lived lives of
fulfilment. Inspiration, or nonentity, but this book Is not a
platform for comparing one with another. Sadly many are
now deceased; one for every 10 to 20 ex-students located.
A separate section of this book had been planned,

devoted to "Parent Participation", as modern parlance has
It In fact the school has been so closely dependent upon
the participation of parents throughout Its life that It proved
Impossible to separate the numerous references to their
enormous contribution from the yearly summaries within.

The same applies to the rich multicultural history of the
school which flavours the text, but could occupy chapters.
Some information within Is Incomplete or unconfirmed

because of Privacy Laws. The Inhibiting costs and comp
lexities of FOI applications prevented clarifying research.

Without question many Individuals and events are
simply not recorded In the available archives, so miss out
on mention In this book. The Committee, Mothers' Glut)
and School Council have held 500 to 1000 formal
meetings over the years, not all documented, indicating
the scale and difficulty of the task. Information is unlikely
to have been Included within unless a source document
was available, be It just an emailed reminiscence. Calls for
recollections were widely promulgated but, as one
correspondent put It, obtaining Information has been like
pulling hen's teeth". Much that was promised was not
forthcoming and much more arrived In a last minute rush,
too late to be Incorporated. Budgetary and time constraints
limited not just the size of the printed book as you see it
but the ability to chase after promised content. A special
attempt has been made to include all reminiscences
received In time that related In some way to the school.
Editing was othenwlse limited to anything that might cause
offence or embarrassment. As the editor I accept
responsibility for the content finally selected, but apologise
for omissions and Inaccuracies and reassure readers that
all editing has been done In good faith.

Unless otherwise acknowledged, photos and documents
used may be assumed to be from the school s collection.
Allan Stark, June 2005
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The Principars Message

Hamsfield Primary will be fifty in July 2005. Ttiis
significant event is certainiy a cause for celebration.
Anniversary plans commenced in February 2004 witti the
formation of a Planning committee, ably led by Mr Allan
Stark, who commenced as a Grade 2 student at Harrisfield
in 1955. As with any celebration, the preparations have
become as important and as special as the event itself.
The motto selected for the anniversary is 'Educational
Excellence since 1955'. This signifies the continual
striving made by any particuiar group of participants within
the Harrisfield Community at any given time over the fifty
years of its existence.

As the time of the anniversary draws closer, there has
been an increasing number of visitors to the school to
assist with the planning or to enquire about the pianned
festivities. It has been my great privilege to meet and talk
with these former teachers, students or parents, it has
been wonderful to hear the colourful stories of times gone
by. The common theme that emerges is of success,
humour, comradeship and of course the occasional
tragedy. As I compare the stories that arise of early days
with our current day activities, it is amazing how the
'similarities of purpose' are highlighted. The parents who
estabiished the initiai links with the Education Department
and urged ministers to approve plans for the building of
Harrisfield, demonstrated the same strong commitment as
our current parent group who have worked hard to
improve the standards of our aging buiidings and grounds.
The marching team and sports teams of the 1950s were
just as determined to achieve success as are our current
Choir, Chess Club and sporting teams. Without the aid of
administrative staff, the teachers of 1955 extended energy
and enthusiasm to provide the best education for their
pupiis. Just as the staff certainiy does in 2005.
A school is only ever as good as the people who contri

bute to it. Judging from the anecdotes that I have been for
tunate to hear and read about, from people who have had
close connections to Harrisfield over 50 years, I am left in
no doubt that this ordinary state school has been blessed
by the many extraordinary peopie who have combined to
make the school what it is today. Of the contributors so far
to Harrisfield's history, students and teachers alone total
nearly 8000. This is a substantial number over a relatively
short 50 years. One can only wonder at the impact Harris-
fieid has had on the iives of each of these 8000 peopie
Whilst there will be many changes that will undoubtedly
occur in the next 50 years at Harrisfield, I have every
confidence that 'educationai exceilence' will continue to be
the driving force that iinks the future to the past.

I commend this 50th anniversary commemorative book
to you and i am positive that you wili find much to enjoy as
you read of Harrisfield's journey so far. Harrisfield's 50th
birthday on Juiy 30th 2005 will be a truly memorable event
(the actual date of Harrisfield's commencement was July
4th 1955) and I thank most sincerely all members of the
planning committee who have worked tireiessly to brina
this ceiebration to fruition.

Fran Luke, Principai October 1999 to present.
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Head Teachers and Principals
Permanent appointees and those who acted between, not
including those who acted during an incumbent's absence.

No

Photo

I

No

Photo

Mr S. T. Dare
Juiy 1955 - September 1955 (temporary)

Mr W. H. Garnet Coliins
September 6, 1955 - July 5, 1957

Mr R. Geoff Charlton
July 1957 - December 1957 (acting)

Mr John Watson
1958 - March 31,1963

Mr Waiiy J. Smith
April 1, 1963 - October 1974

Miss Dorothy Jukes
1974 (acting)

Mr Sydney J. Reed
1975

Mr Robert (Bob) Macdonald
February 1976 - February1980

Mrs Maureen Hagan
early 1980 and early 1981 (acting)

Mr Walter P. Burston

April-December 1980

Mr John J. Harris
June 1981 -1986

Mr Bruce Thomas
1986-1989

Mr William S. (Bill) Thomson
1990 (acting)

Miss Christine Daiton
1991 - 1994

Mr Glenn Staunton
1994 2nd term only

Mrs Lynne Wlliams
1994-August 1998

Miss Jan Banks
Aug - September 1998 (acting)

Mr Ray Heathcote
October 1998 - September 1999 (acting)

Mrs Fran Luke
October 1999 - current

1955-2005 Pride and Values at Harrisfield Primary School

School Pride The School's Values (established 2001)

1950s and 1960s

At Monday morning assemblies, standing to
attention "with right hand on iefl breast", the
student population sang "God Save The
Queen" and recited:

"I iove God and my country
I will honour the flag
I will serve the Queen

and cheerfully obey my patents, teachers and
the law"

before marching to their classrooms in step to
martial music.

1970s and 1980s

Teacher Keith Brereton, the driving force
behind musical appreciation and developmen
at the school, composed the original schod
song in 1977. Teacher Judy Skinner assisted
with the words:

We are the children of sunlit Australia
Mighty land where the people can be free
Wheie children come from so many lands
To live and work in harmony
Here at schooi we play in open spaces
Midst the peaceful green of Hamsfield

(Chorus)
From the joys we share
With the friends who cam
And the helpful words that are said
We learn to live and we live to learn
For the changing future ahead.

1990s and 2000s

The current school song is 'The Spirit of
Harrisfield" , ,L,rnnu
Words and music by Mr J. Labrooy.

We are stmng and we re free
And we live in harmony
There's so much here weAs we grow and grow each day

We^Jemade here right at school
Best friends
We'll be forever more

Thmiah tlw years that we spei^iS^isZaKeeacpnaycomlbaget
As we work and we play
Let us join in and all say

Best friends
We'll be forever more
It's the spirit of Hamsfield

Harrisfield Primary School Agreed Values (ACE)

VJe all agree to engender trust and respect

hetiveen all members of the school communitxj through

agreement, communication and equity (ACE)as described below.

Agnwncnt meonc

♦ Moking decisions togetiter
Supporting

necessary

change

♦ fiwcctrng is our priority

♦ loviof our Kids'ts a necessity

♦ Observinf dS school mies

♦  to dote wrth current

inrtfotives. ̂ o5des ond programs
Providing th<

learning
environment

» Reriewing poScies repdorty

» Portidpating with enthusiosfn

Meeting fttdiriduol needs

» Providing o safe homing errwonment

with uniform dassnom mancgement

ifRmfBli
Comrtwn/eation means:

« CommunhoiJng openly and hentst/y Lstening without intern/pting

Parikipating in school ooMties

♦ Usit^ dories r^uioriy

Pnvlding cronstetiOAS or hterfKtters

rnte^ty.in
all situations

♦ Rjesponding lo requests in
No^aer or notices

Using humour oppropriately

* Involving and acknowledging others

♦ Encoufoging an open door policy

Positive

interaction

« Ensuring oN messoges ore dear
and sucdnct

♦ flowing 0 frientSy ond conng
attitude

^ Equity means;

Considering individual needs

Mdnioining confidendoktyprocesses

« Showing em6oth)r
C/ear

expectotions

Fiexlbi/ity

Effectively using support servlees
within the school and beyond

* Purchasing resources to imp/ove
knowledge of other cultures

♦ Encouroging the community to hate
Input into schooi charter and po£des

* EstobBshing naSstk and common
goals

»lafbrming community of school
goah and pokdes

* Observi/^ relevant codes of
behaviour

♦ Members feeSng ebh to express
themselves ond be heard by others

* Supportktg ond fbPowing up
those in need

HAKIUSFIBU?



Founding the School at Harrisfield

In March 1927 a telegraph office was opened in Mrs E.
Miles' store on Dandenong Road, with a public telephone
connection to Dandenong. The associated new postal
district was named Harrisfield aHer Edgar Harris. He had
farmed on the north side of Dandenong Road since 1895,
was a Dandenong North Riding councilior 1910-39 and 4
times Shire President. The store on the south side of the
road was on the corner of Hutton's estate, which included
the land on which Harrisfield School now stands. By the
1950s Sid Harris and his wife ran the post office / general
store / petrol stop. Sid's sister Mrs Eyres farmed over the
road and had an early involvement with the kindergarten.

The story of the school at Harrisfield formally began on
20/2/1949 with a letter to the Education Department from
Mr A. McNab, Hon. Sec. of the Dunblane Road Improve
ment Committee. (The next secretary was Syd Bainbridge
who passed away on 29/5/2005. Syd's children later
attended the school and he taught there from 1966-70.)
The Noble Park School's cessation of Grades 7 and 8,
population growth, travel distances and the dangers of
youngsters crossing Heatherton Road were cited as
reasons for a new school. Their Committee suggested as
a locality "either Bowmore or Caliander Roads".

Complying with Education Department requirements, in
late May 1949 the Committee canvassed what became
the school's original catchment (Mile Creek to Heatherton
Road to Princes Hwy to Corrigan Road to Mile Creek),
recording 115 children, of whom 55 were still under school
age (37 of those recorded eventually attended the school).
On 7/7/1949 the MLA Mr W. R. Dawnay-Mould

presented the consequent "petition" to the Minister of
Education inviting the latter to tour the district and a few
weeks later the District Inspector Mr Weir was asked to
select a suitable site. On 19/9/1949 Mr Weir submitted his
"Application for Establishment of a State School -
Inspector's Report", recommending a 4 lot, 5 acre site
extending between Fintonia and Ellendale Roads, behind
the lots fronting Dandenong Road, but this was rejected as
"waterlogged" in December, after Public Works inspection.

On 10/7/1950 Mr Weir recommended the locality that
forms the basis of today's Harrisfield School site. His
recommendation comprised 6 lots (see plan). With some
concerns about drainage, the Public Works Department
approved the site in September.

In March 1951 the Education Department recom
mended a group of officials should inspect all suitable
sites in the area, but this didn't take place until August 2.
One official was Mr O. C. Phillips, Assistant Chief
Inspector of Primary Schools, who immediately reported;
"South of the Prince's (sic) Highway there are
approximately 1,000 allotments In various sub-divisions
and dwellings are being erected at a rapid rate. It is
obvious that a primary school is essential on the south of
the Highway to cater for the school population in this area
stone I would stronalv recommend that immt^rii^tr.
action be taken to purchase the area of aoprox/mate/y
acres on the south of the Highway. This is the^

recommended bv the D.I " /his emphasis^ it hjd
previously been deemed "foolhardy to jeopardise the lives
of children" by requiring them to cross the Highway.

Negotiations with owners began early November 1951
the cost estimated at £4213, and acquired as follows:
•  cnr Dandenong & Caliander Rds: Lot 138 LP 8370, (i
acre). Owners Mr W. & Mrs A. Lucas accepted £1528
including improvements, these being a "poorly construc
ted cottage" (£550) and "40'x12' fowl pen" (£200). Poultry
was raised in large numbers on several properties in the
area and many homes had a back yard "chook shed" for
fresh eggs and meat. The transfer was registered on
15/1/52, but they stayed until 14/7/52, for £1 a week rent
Sold for £60, the buildings were removed 17 months later

•  fronting Caliander Rd: Lot 178 LP 8370 (2.1 acres).
From Nov. 1951 until July 1953 owner Mr G. C. Masson
made a number of claims countering offers for his vacant
land. With no amicable agreement reached, a Notice to
Treat was served on 18/11/53. £765 ("under protest") was
accepted and the transfer registered on 12/5/54, by which
time Caliander Rd had been "roughly surfaced with metal".
•  fronting Dandenong Road: Lot 137 LP 8370 (1 acre)
& Lot 6 LP 19688 (0.5 acre). Owner Mr E.P.A. Schreuder
had his house on Lot 1 and was establishing "Waiter Blom
and Son Ltd, seed and bulb growers", on Lots 2-6 & 137,
those initially selected for the school site. Over a protrac
ted period he strongly argued his requirement for at least 2
acres of land and suggested other land for the school. In
June 1952 agreement was reached that only Lots 6 and
137 be acquired and instead the rear of properties fronting
Bowmore Road (and one frontage) be purchased to reach
the necessaiy land requirement. Notice to Treat (Compul
sory acquisition) papers were served on him on 16/11/53
The transfer was settled on 13/12/54 for £1914 (incl. 10%
compensation). £150 was offered towards fencing costs.

Notices of the intent to purchase portions of lots fronting
Bowmore Rd were sent in September 1953, surveyed
soon after and offers made. Most were built on, with sheds
or chook sheds on the areas required. Purchased were-
•  Part Lot 2 LP 24008, (0.04 of 0.23 acres), G. Wood &

Dora Edwards, £5, transfer registered 13/1/55
•  Part Lot 3 LP 24008, (0.10 of 0.30 acres). D. WIson

£20, settled prior to 22/11 /55.
•  Part Lot 4 LP 24008, (0.17 of 0.36 acres), Luigi

Gondolo, £30, transfer registered 24/2/55
•  Part Lot 140 LP 8370, (0.49 of 1 acre), Leonard Rose

quickly accepted £100. but settlement was delayed
until 1955 because a concurrent two-lot subdivision of
his remaining half acre created easement problems

'  (0-72 of 1 acre). Mrs E. WIson.£287. registered 18/11/54. The southern quarter acre
was included to give access to Bowmore Road. Oriq-
inally to be a 66' wide throughway, a shed across the
planned boundary forced the final width to be 60 feet

•  Part Lot 142 LP 8370, (0.49 of 1 acre), Walter G. &
Grace E. Saunders, £100, transfer settled 25/5/55.

The final total land area was 6.6 acres and the cost £4749.
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Founding the School at Harrisfield

January 1953 the Association (Mr R. Wright then Hon.
Sec.) started applying more pressure to the Education
Department and local politicians to have the school built.

Local parents had to enrol their little beginners at
Springvale North. Dandenong West or Noble Park Primary
Schools. Those without older siblings were enrolled at
Noble Park. This was a long walk as the new (1953) Infant
School was quite a distance further along Buckley Street
from the main school. Harrisfield children had first to walk
all the way to the Noble Park railway viaduct and across
the main roads. Unlike today, in those days many children
walked all the way unaccompanied. Enroute distractions
were many, like the noisy sawmill on Kelvinside Road.

Responding to a motion put at a Progress Association
meeting, the Education Department replied that its specific
plans were for "a two-roomed school to be built as soon as
practicable". Realising two rooms were insufficient for the
number of potential students, members asked the
Progress Association to submit to the Education
Department a more appropriate number than the "150
children eligible for enrolment" that they had submitted on
3/6/1953 The Committee believed parents were over
stating the numbers, so a few mothers (Mrs Evans, Mrs
Leaae and Mrs Stark) set out and visited every home in
the district in late winter 1953, recording the names, ages
/for the 1954 school year) and addresses of every childS n the school zone. At 310 potential students, the
numbers were surprising, more even than had been ant,-
rinated The Progress Association was asked to submit a
copy of the lists to the Education Department. Wth these
finures on 11/12/1953 District Inspector Streader recom-
Sed six rooms and the Education Department agreed.

Thinos were very difflcult In those days, because a
larJp number of new schools (Springvale High, Dande-

and the new Junior school at Noble Park)
neeLd to be built on a limited Education budget and
Ha^rtfield did not appear very high on the priority list.HarrisTieio appointed Honorary
During ^^he Association, her sole task being
Assistant 1,3,

MPs for the district were contacted, without
nnnse except for Mr Roy Rawson (MLC) frommuch incent job and Harrisfield School

Upwey. He did J way he worked for the
ovves git deal of pressure through Parliament
school. He put a g Assistant Secretary
to hurry ^^er the District Schools Inspector (Mr
alternately ff. ̂  Lbiic Works Department. The pres-
Clive Streader) or members were informed that
sure worked and A p^l^^lty |,gt
their schoo was no Department was asked

In April 1954 the tender "as soon as prac-
to advertise the cons commenced on
ticabie". Construction of the scno^^^^ continued, so
14/10/1954. The ^l^gpt moving. Any problem was
that the and dealt with very quickly. About
taken up by Mr Rewso completed but the grounds
May the build ng morning Mr Turner,
were in a shocking stat ̂  . .. gf.,jrg Engineer and a
Mr Billings (the Shire pre ^ , gmund and it was
few others walked around he scno
decided that the gped Once again Mr Rawson
done before the the work was completed.
took it up and were very happy that
All the Harrisfield Pf^ents schools some
their children would Springvale North and
distance away. The Nob the
Dandenong West school overcrowded and this
school opening as ^hen Harrisfield-resident
would give ^h^^o t e new
students were relocateo lu

During construction a notice had appeared in the local
paper inviting all Harrisfield parents to a meeting to
appoint a school committee. Suspicions were aroused that
the District Inspector had an agenda to support existing
schools at the expense of a new one. Attending were
former teachers Mrs Stark and Mrs Turner, who had both
headed one-teacher schools. They knew a school com
mittee could not be formed until the school was opened
and every parent had been notified and given the opport
unity to make nominations. Interjecting with this know
ledge. they overtumed the Inspector's motion to form a
school committee. A Parents and Citizens Association was

approved instead. This was formed on 23/3/1955 with Mr
A. Stebbing as President and Mrs Stark as Secretary, but
its only function was to raise money for the school - £100,
a considerable sum at the time ($6050 today, based on
comparing the RBA average male wage, then and now).

In June 1955 Mrs Stark had a visit from Mr Hartup, the
head teacher of the Noble Park School, who informed her
that it had been decided by the District Inspector and
apparently approved by the Education Department, that
Harrisfield children would not be attending the new school.
Dandenong North, recently opened with no site works,
was seriously overcrowded and it had been decided that
their children would be bussed to Harrisfield. Imagine the
parents' feelings after all the work that had been done! Mr
Rawson was contacted. Knowing of the parents' hard
work, he was just the one to take it up in Parliament.

That week a notice in the Dandenong Journal advised
of a meeting to be held at the Dandenong North School to
discuss the school situation. Although advertised as a
public meeting there were attempts to discourage Mrs
Evans and Mrs Stark, who had decided to attend.
When the school business came up, Mr Rawson had

done an excellent job in officially promoting the Harrisfield
School. Although the District Inspector's priorities were to
the district's existing schools, in the end he had no option
but to back down on the bussing decision. He instead
asked if parents would be content for only the Harrisfield
infants to go to the new school. The two mothers were not
prepared to co-operate, as everything had been done in
such an underhand way. Except for Mr Hartup's inter
vention they would never have known of the changes until
they were a fait accompli. They answered that they would
not be satisfied unless all Harrisfield children (excluding
Grade 6) attended. The school was to open in July, so
there was no good purpose in moving Grade 6 children
from their other schools. By agreement the Education
Department could then fill up any remaining space.
Questioned by the meeting as to how Harrisfield had got
its site works done. Mr Streader recounted that "when
things are tight the creaking door gets the oil" and advised
Dandenong North parents to follow Harrisfield's example.
When the school opened on the 4/7/1955 the local

roads were mostly unmade and became boggy hazards in
wet weather. There was no TV or sewerage and very few
homes had refrigerators. Milk was delivered daily by horse
drawn milk cart, "dunny trucks" collected once a week
from the many houses without septic tanks and the Collie
family delivered ice door-to-door weekly in 10kg blocks.

These two pages donated In kind by
Lynn Humphreys (nee MacQueen),
ex-student 1960-65. who sourced

and donated copies of many of the
historical files used. Lynn now does
family history research for a fee -
contact her on (03) 9332 4755 or by
email at Rosslynn@optusnet.com.au
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1955
Harrisfield State School opened.
Melbourne's first parking meters installed (April).

•  July 4, 1955: Harrisfield School opened for Grade 5
with lower grades progressively enrolled over the next
week. 183 students were enrolled. Contemporary sources
list the staff as Mr S.T. Dare (Head Teacher), Miss G.
Pamphilon (Infant Mistress), Mr Brian O'Neill, Mrs Gladys
Allinson, Mrs Joan Fibakiewicz and Miss Leonart.

^  -"i

New Hairz'isfield
Scheel Opens
With 283 Pupils
The new llarrisheld State

School got away to a good
start with an enrolment of
183 pupils. The intake was
staggered. Twelve new
pupils were admitted.

Members of the staff are:
Mr. S. T. Dare (H.T.), Miss G.
Pamphilon (Infant Mistress),
Ml'. B. O'Neill, Miss Leonart,
Mrs. Allison and Mi's. Fibakie-
wicz.

;  Dandenong Journal July 13.1955
•  August 8: School Committee formed; The inaugural
meeting was held on August 8, 1955. Mr Ray Armstrong
was elected Chairman, Mr Fred Tilley Secretary, Mr Stuart
Paterson vice-Chairman and Mr Bill Stark Treasurer. The
other inaugural Committee members were Messrs Cogley
Hocking and Schubert, the latter later responsible for the
planting of all the paper bark trees, a long time feature of
the school. (Messrs Armstrong and Tilley remained olfice
bearers for many years, w/hile Mr Stark stood down when
his term expired in 1958, his wife having been appointed a
teacher at the School. Other Committee regulars in the
first 5 years included Messrs Armitage, Carpenter
Crompton, Dunham, Hayes, Matheson, Pitcher and Ward)

At the inaugural meeting a "card system" for monthly
voluntary contributions was passed, the telephone applied
for and topics discussed included the purchase of llbrarv
supplies, a piano, projector, public address system
plasticine and toilet paper. The Rola Company who owned

land across the Highway opposite Callander Rd were
thanked for their £50 donation to the school.
•  Mothers' Club formed with 35 members from the 140
femilies. Mrs D. Stark elected President, Mrs M. Harris
Secretary and Mrs Evans Treasurer. Founding members
still around included Mrs Nicholson and Mrs Veal. These
and other parents worked very hard over the years to
benefit the school. The Mothers' Club sold rolls for lunches
on Monday mornings for sixpence each and committed to
raising £100 for books by the end of first term in 1956.
•  August 15: Parkfield Football Club was thanked for
donating "one used football" to the schooll
•  September 6: Permanent Head Teacher Mr W H G
(Garnet) Collins replaced temporary HT Mr Dare at the
start of term 3. Other permanent staff who arrived were
Miss Edna Carroll (Infant Mistress) and Mrs Ida Annear.
•  Sept-Nov; The Committee's voluntary contributions

£18/15/3 (Get) and

nnr^h Were given for subsidisedbookshelves, duplicator and floor polisher.
October 17: Committee bought "cricket equipment".

^rhnni h H 'nspector^s Report stated that the
werp One of them and a staffroom
Srhnni "I " ^ grades from Dandenong North
si5^^pnHiH ^^PPa't covered... two
feidnn i. erected... boundary
has hPhPn f7 (and) the infant department

^  - ̂ Service League and
a^^hP^nn operating and Gould League activities

5 ̂  encouraged." 199 of 204 pupils were inattendance during his visit.
•  November 7 Committee Minutes reported-

Its £100 library book commitment.

InA purchased a 16mm movie projectorand fHms. paying for the £28 difference betwien a
Sr Ti h w'" show films
at ?hP The projector was used

.  DerPrnT household^
school coloure aS" carSr red ^ "Our
background 800^: an? ^
Rowland's store, Noble Park oth^''® f
uniform will be added as lime goes OT?
1956

Fii?™ b™^' Nov 22 - Dec 6.broadcast in Melbourne (GTV9 Sep 27).

our ̂ n^with^a^l Gra(Lrf^°°'
North D^^demno rhL 1'° ®- "V
children who are ? vpJ f and

20. Urgent request for extra da..rnnm.

donated by Warwick

|u School* wh*^^ at HarrisS
^ J^^^^P'eted Grade 6 in 1958. Wawlc^dTd

apprenticeship as a sheet metal
tias his own air-

^ conditioning and heating business.

•  February 25: Fete raised £86 for library books.
At this fete, when the first additions to the school were

being arranged, Mr Collins (who by this time was dying of
cancer) and Mr Roy Rawson (MLA) discussed the fact that
no room was capable of being turned into a double room
for infant assemblies etc. That was Mr Collins' last request
and Mr Rawson's last successful effort on the School's
behalf. Mr Collins did not survive to see this completed.
•  Dorothy Stark, parent ex-teacher 1957-61 & 1968-69.
•  February onwards: Head Teacher Mr Garnet Collins
had lengthy periods off sick - Mr John Goyen acted HT.
•  Feb/Mar: Voluntary contributions raised £39/13/3d.
and Social Service raised £5/5/0d each for Royal
Children's Hospital and Red Cross.
.  March 3: Enrolment 261 in 7 class groups, with Grade
5&6 in one room (Prep 41. Grl 40, Gr2 47, Gr3 35 Gr4
47 Gr5&6 approx 50). District Inspector recommended 2
new classrooms for 1957, divided by folding partition wall.
•  March 9: Committee requested erection of boundary
fences, there being none on the ^
"existing scraps of barbed wire fencing, relics of the past
elsewhere. They also requested direct access be openedup to Bowmore Road through the school s and.
.  March 16: Request lodged for highway-frontage
shrubbery to reduce traffic noise and sun glare.
.  March 29: Mr Collins requested 2 or more rooms,
sited to bring the school no closer to the highway noise.

• - ^h?s"ctoorhS been equipped in March with an "up-
to-date radio and public address system .
SchOTi pullovers were shortly to become available
?he Mothers' Club forwarded £60, being final instal
ment of the promised £100, and committed to raising
Another £100 In 1966 (Mrs Hagan now Hon Sec),anoinei t . . |y, Qoli ns to purchase "10

"  slabs to hold 30 push cycles, at 15/- each".
aa"sToms at capacity - The Educatirjn Dept was

" reau?ste?to accelerate building of new classrooms.?nzac?^remony and wreath laying in assembly area^

.^'""way 1 Stols^'lrected Education Department
•  weekly scheme of contributions raised £15 in May.
•  Weekly sc proposed for front entrance.
•  i roLlttee requested school sign to minimise
•  ̂ ?,°??etherThis was Harrisfield or Noble Park,confusion a Committee arranged the sale of

CUtldrer. 1.1 or wXth adalta.

Vew^ettgrNoJ^^m^ I
that

''Afternoon tea vvili^teserv^

da^ oao. 141 (adjoining patoway
.  June 20: Harrisfield store to Chandler Rd.
constructing footpath f -rjngw's "Noble Park Garage"
.  August 3: Film f ®ed £25 for the school,
(cnr Teac^r Mr Collins was hospitalised.
•  August. Head flannoie erected - £47/10/-.
.  August 9; plant trees and from his

• ck STSlnsThanked the Committee for this.

•  September 28: Ampol Petroleum presented a "fine
picture show" In Tilley's Garage - £21 raised for school.
•  October 11: Mothers' Club presented £100 cheque for
library books (Hon. Sec: Mrs Phyllis Paterson).
•  October 26: Tenders for new classrooms to be called
"In the next few weeks". One quote - £3850.
•  October 29; Concerns about lack of fire equipment.
•  November 7: Heater to be replaced by improved unit.
•  November 9: Fund raising film night at Tilley's Garage
with 5 films supplied by Victorian Railways.
•  December 3: Dandenong North School Committee
accepted a proposal to send two grades of Harrisfield
children to that school for part of 1957, "owing to the
increasing number of children in the Harrisfield district".
•  December 7: Plans for the new rooms failed to
provide the requested folding dividing wall. An ailing Mr
Collins sent a letter to the Ed. Dept. requesting inclusion.
•  During 1956 many works requested by the School
and Committee were refused due to their low priority, in a
statewide context, during this busy era of construction.

1957
Sputnik was launched: the first artificial satellite.

•  Mr Geoff Charlton appointed to school and fills in as
acting Head Teacher prior to Mr Collins' death in July, and
aftenwards until the arrival of Mr John Watson in 1958.
•  January 24: School's burglary coverage increased
from £724 to £1086, for a premium of £6/10/0d.
•  February: Fete.
•  March 17: Final approval for folding door divider
between an existing room and one of 2 additional rooms
"now being erected", for infant department use, following
further pressure from Roy Rawson MLA, 3 days prior.
•  April 2: Shire of SV&NP advised that the Committee's
request to extend the footpath from Harris's store to
Corrigan Rd would be "put in hand at an early date".
•  April 4: School Committee elections.
•  May 7-10; Inspector's Report:

- 293 of 334 enrolled children were present.
- Grade 5 and composite Grade 5&6 were being daily

bussed to Dandenong North, due to lack of rooms.
-  School bank deposits averaged £12 per week total.
-  Social Services League had donated £37 to charities.

•  Given the political correctness prevailing 40-50 years
later, it is disturbing to read the Inspectors' reporting of the
"retardancy" levels at the school during its first 10 years.
Large numbers of students were described as "retardant";
generally those older than the class average (i.e. roughly
half the class!). Those with a poor command of English
also seemed to be included in this description, as many
came from countries with later school starting ages.
•  June 3: Two new classrooms occupied.
•  July: Head Teacher Mr Garnet Collins died and the
Committee authorised a "token of remembrance" be hung
in the school — the "Collins corner" installation.
•  August 22: Education week open night.
•  November 4: Committee authorised Cup Day as a
holiday & noted the school signboard had been erected.

This page was donated by Johanna
Hieatt (nee Van Wonderen), known
at school as Hannie. Arriving Irom
Holland In 1954 with no English, Jo

^  was the oldest foundation student.

K. ^8 years In NZ. Widowed,
continues to run a butchers

« TtaiF^^|shopinQldwithoneofher2sons.
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1958
Yarraman Park Primary School opened. First
integrated circuit ("computer chip") was built.

•  April 23: Asphalt paths, concrete channels and
drainage construction recommended at a cost of £1013.
•  May 1: Authority was given for an asphalt path from
the school buildings to Bowmore Road, clearing of weeds
and biackbem'es, filling behind the shelter sheds and
paving and drainage near the new classrooms.
•  May 12: Committee elections: Mr Armstrong (Pres.),
Mr Carpenter (VP), Mr Armitage (Treas.), MrTilley (Sec.).'
•  June: Inspector's Report:
- 359 of 384 students in attendance.
- Social Service assisted the Cancer Appeal and

Oakleigh Mentally Retarded Children.
•  July 14: Complaints that the heating could not cope
with the extra rooms.

•  August: New sound projector (£252) & cabinet (£23).
•  September 16: Yarraman Park School opened.
Harrisfield school children living generally east of Chandler
Road moved to the new school with many friendships lost.
•  October: The school's burglary cover was renewed for
£1520 of contents, principally piano & new projector (each
£250), and library books and PA system (each £200).

1959
Australia's population reached 10 million.

•  April 1: Complaints to Shire re sullage flooding the
playground from adjoining properties.
•  April: Inspector reported 290 of 338 children present.
•  July 4: On the school's fourth anniversary, the wife of
Head Teacher John Watson died.
•  July: Mr Schubert planted out the highway frontage.
•  August 3: Advice received that north boundary drain
age would be fixed when Callander Road constructed.
•  November 2: Cricket materials purchased (£19).
•  December 22; Enrolment 333 and Inspector (Mr
Holden) applied for 2 new classrooms.

1950s Reminiscences

•  Johanna HIeatt fnee Van WonderenV 1955-56
I arrived in Australia from Holland in 1954, had 2 weeks at
Glen Iris State School and ... attended Dandenong West
until Harrisfield was opened. I was in the 5th Grade with
Mr Goyen (who is on the right in the 1956 Grade5&6 photo
on pagelO). There were not many of us from Dandenong
West, the rest were from Noble Park. The school grounds
were not yet finished. Mr Collins was our Headmaster until
he became sick and Mr Goyen took over as acting Head. |
was the oldest pupil there as they had sent us back a
grade when my sister Greta and I started school, as we
could not speak English. I can remember a busload of
pupils coming every day from Dandenong North - that
continued until the end of 1955. They had their own class
room as we did not need that at the time. My parents early
on also cleaned the school for a while. Mr Goyen also took
English classes at night. When I turned 16 in the 6th
Grade my father sent me out to work. Mr Goyen got me a
job in the office of Rickards Carrying Co. In the latter part
of 1956 we (the 6th grade) had our classes in the room
next to the office - not much room I must admit. We had a
lady teacher who lived in Callander Road across from the
school (Mrs Watson). I can remember coming back after 2
weeks at work and joining the rest of the school to go to
the Melbourne Olympics and saw Betty Cuthbert win her
2nd gold medal - a great day.

•  Mary Glover (nee Paterspn). ex-student 1955-56.
was one of the first students to roll up from Dandenong

West for the first assembly for grade 5, 1955 at Harrisfield.

•  Sue Coulson fnee Patprson). ex-student 195.5-59
My father and mother Stuart and Phyllis Paterson were
involved from the beginning. We were all very excited
about Harrisfield as we knew so much through the efforts

it off the ground. Mary and myself
attended Dandenong West and couldn't wait for Harrisfield

^  was a hitch. Theybeaded on the boundaries and Chandler road where we

ihf one^ Those who lived on the Noble Park side of
wpro n t attend and those on the Dandenong side
in LT' happened, but suspect due
estatP fhP Popu ation that was growing in the Four Winds
maninin ♦ T® ^ hot, as we all

It was a great
and I Hp '* friends, the teachers were good
in GurCparV^7i?"I f" enough resources to fill
one of mu fo. ^harlton may have been
one in thii teachers. I do remember nearly every
forward tn pJi k®® P^^oto 1956 and I am really looking
could chaii^ reunion and maybe we girlsnge the boys to our weekly game of rounders!

Taylor

and veneHarI"ht^'^H^ slippery polished floors
by the windn tripped us up when walking
open an^ thp? ^he tip truck tailgate didn'tfront of the truck flew up off the ground.

Rosetta Isma fnPP Ho Pprtnlj),
]~I »nnnM| ex-student 1955-58.ex-student 1

I  uu jf and school on.mrillnr
school wa^nnf"^^ 3" """he
area bv naront ^ ^ deal of lobbying in the
School in I anrf ^ ' Walked to the Primary
heaveni I could walk^h^^^' Harrisfield was
for lunch pv/an, ̂  there in 10 minutes and came home
of miqrant school was brand new. with lots
portables and th Within a short time there were
senior vear extension to the school. Soon the
Whilst the construr^inn^^^ Dandenong North Primary
noses were out pf 1°° returned our
doing all the jobs likp bemuse the grade fours were
my time Houses fnr "^'"9 ̂ be bell and other duties. In
set urand ^ ̂^^^bing team
There were ̂  eLn'®" in the area.
portable for npwiu ■ English classes held in the
Often lulled uTo^ I was
school was small but I havl^hf evenings. The
tbere and still rpmomK PP^ memories of my time
teachers. Mr. Charlton. and Mr'Goyea"^ significant

'  ̂obnnl parpnf
brothers and sister«; ?u ^be school). My
(Ray Armstrong) was one°nf ih well. My father
the early years of thp e 2 committee members In
completed Jheir ent re pnmfn?°Hniire pnmary education at Harrisfield.

I didrnlikfETTl^^
teachers. Enjoyed myiimeW HarrisS

Edna_Mamh D§e_Bgeve teacher iQ«^-58 igfiA.fiQ

Memories;
Games. Watching the restV?hP^^® -
own children attended hem Im built. M,

nere. I sUII see lots of "Marshans"
- Olympic

•  Jim Veal, retired Primary Principal, ex-student '55-59.

Despite the best efforts of many teachers, my eyes and
mind frequently drifted out the classroom windows. In
retrospect, it was no wonder, because the constant hum of
traffic along the two lanes of Princes Highway stimulated
the brain better than the fourth grade reader. I would
watch to ensure the milk delivery arrived safely, monitor
trucks entering and leaving Bloms Seeds or Fred Beer's
scrap metal yard and listen carefully for vehicles slowing
to a stop at Siddy Harris' shop and petrol pumps. I vividly
remember his sign which proudly proclaimed This is an
Independent Service Station'. Brand names and symbols
which adorned the pumps fascinated me, with long-gone
names such as C.O.R.. Atlantic. Plume and Neptune as
well as names which have continued. Sometirnes I would
take the long way home, riding past the shop just to hear
Siddy whistling as he sat on the bench seat outside the
shop Cycling home from school was probably the most
important part of the day for me. because it was a time of
freedom. A special ritual was observed most days and
probably laid the foundations for me becoming a racing
cyclist The ritual began with afternoon clockwatching until
the critical time of 3.15p.m. arrived. Excitement built and
senses were tuned in the lead-up to 3.30p.m. dismissal.
The clean-up and packing were done with an efficiency
never seen in my bedroom. The focus then shifted to
sitting up straight and not talking to ensure that 'your row
was first to catch the teacheris eye Siren wails! This is it!
Exhilaration when my row was selected to go first. This
was Sute danger time because if ANYONE ir, the row
Is too hasty. It's back to your seats and wait til last. The
bag-grab is the next hazard and the long walk to the
breezewav. Again, too much haste meant a d^espondent
return to seat Having successfully negotiated all these
tSp he otedive became a fuil-speed exit of the
hTeezeway, hard right turn and sprint past the mcmerator
toIhfhiklracks. There was often a tangle of hodms and
bikes followed by a run and Jump onto the b^e. The race
to the Stwmore Road gate often required tight nego .ation
of the curve and a flat-out sprint to the gate. Tte 9ate hasremained unchanged all these years, although the safety
S of three redgum posts with horizontal piping tvasDarner ot im » gt^ucture was located

m^Zos!ihe footpath from the gate and was designed tojust across If k Attaining the
prevent sju serves of steel, with

Thtah approach, skid in the dirt on the right side offhe hack and laying the hike over in a full 'broadside un lithe tracK, anu lay a . p^n on the pedals

h ® ''ht tee bike out of the slide, left shoulder brushed the^ri,telost1^d away to freedom. Being first home in a
famif of leven kids had its advantages, especially when
mum had afternoon tea ready!

Pan/1 iddv «=>v-stiidep^ 1956-1962.
• ̂  S'nnq of walking to school from our home onI have recollection Voiding mum's hand, in shorts, for

the hill in Bowmore Rd firit day at school. Petrified of
the June wore on the walk to school becameall these kids. As tim cr\cm. marbles and
a run to school ^ played with all my new
whatever gined in shorts, summer and winter,
friends. However I rem amongst all
until grade a S^ehow the c^ld
the fun w® ̂  the school entrance from Bowmore
magpie that g lesson m dive-
Rd who gave • include: Monday morning
bombing ^ther mem singing our National
assembly in the J™" ggp) Learning folk dancing in
Anthem. (God Save Our Queen^ L
r'S^irSt BeTnf fteiik monitor on various

occasions and enjoying our free bottle of milk for morning
break, and flavouring the milk with special drinking straws
of chocolate, strawberry and banana. I can remember my
first taste of the leather strap for misbehaviour from the
headmaster when in Grade six. This was in preparation for
many occasions at Technical School. My first teacher was
Miss Aliinson, who had a blue rinse hair and my last and
most favourite teacher, Mr Brereton, who 13 years later
taught my youngest brother Michael, and in between many
of my cousins. Childhood crushes were had on various
girls as were dislikes, for any number of reasons....! was
still in shorts on the last day at school.

•  Malcolm Webster, ex-student 1959-60

1 remember: The speaker mounted on the side/rear wall of
Grade 6. the picture of the Queen Bert! being stabbed
with a compass the military music played each
moming and the marching into school class, the ditch
along the back fence where we played with our toy care
and, lastly, holding my breath while Robin Lacey
squeezed my chest to make me faint or go giddy - we all
used to do it!! - makes you think, doesn't it!!

•  Allan Stark, retired meteorologist, ex-student 1955-59.

When Harrisfield School opened I transferred from Grade
2 at Noble Park School. Miss CarToll was my teacher at
Harrisfield, from September 1955, but I have no recoll
ection of the temporary teacher who briefly preceded her.
We wrote with pens (with removable nibs) dipped Into Ink
in ceramic inkwells set Into the top comers of our desks. I
think It was once a week that an Ink monitor made up the
ink from powder. Student milk monitors distributed the
daily free milk. Often for PE we had folk dancing in the
quadrangle. Mr Charlton (Grade 6) was a particularly ins|>-
iring teacher and bred in me my loves of history, ancient
buildings, travel and other cultures (although my career
"calling" was to the sciences). A large cardboard model of
a Norman Castle shared my desk seat for perhaps a
month during and after 3 weeks of social studies lessons
in April 1959 (yes. I still have my exercise book!). It took
25 years to fulfil an interest first recorded therein, to visit
the Antarctic. Across the highway. Brown's Road was but
100 metres of muddy track leading to a farm on the left
(grazing cattle at that time and now the RACV) and, on the
right, to that delight of curious little boys - Fred Beer's
scrap yard, with its junk piles and WW2 aircraft remains.
Rola built their transformer factory (now Minatek) next to
Fred's house (now a service station) and Gillette built later
(now Hannanprint). Every Guy Fawkes Day a huge com
munity bonfire was held on the triangular block now
occupied by the Sandown Hotel, a great occasion for the
Harrisfield kids. There I had my first flight, in a helicopter
giving joy flights. Although my mother taught at the school
for part of my time there, I cannot recall ever encountering
her in her staff member role. At home it was a different
matter, with teaching aids being made by hand, new
teaching methods being studied (Cuisenaire Maths
springs to mind) and qualifications being continually up
graded. On the odd weekend we kids helped with school
working bees. In hindsight Harrisfield School gave me not
only a couple of lifelong friends, but had a significant
influence on how I have lived my life these past 50 years.

This page was donated by Jim Veal
who attended Harrisfield School
from its inception until 1969. He
became a primary teacher, then
Headmaster and Principal of
schools in Victoria, the N.T. and

the A.C.T. Jim still cycles regularly
on the roads around Canberra.
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1950s Grade 6 Photos

1955: There was no Grade 6 in 1955

r.-nT

1956 Composite Grade 5&6 (left; Mr^i " ——
!—1956: The school's first Grade 6 graduates ["s. right Mr Goyen) (photo from Les Lucas)

^—1957: No photo available, but Grade 6 graduates
^5^2y!lha^ncluded

— 1^*6 Other Students in the photo above

1958 Composijg Grsd
-— The Grade 6 graduates comprised & w. Webb)

"1 the above

■  1959: No photo available, but it would havej^^j;;^;^^;;^;^^^ (Photo from Allan Stark)

Memories of Harrisfield 1955-1962 and a Tribute to the Early Staff
by Edna M. Carroll

Actually the title of these reminiscences could be "The
Birth Pains of SS 4730 Harrisfield", but more about that as
I gather my thoughts and these days increasingly, my wits.

After three years in the country infant room at Toora I
was eligible for a transfer and the Harrisfield position
proved too good to forego, even though I had genuine
regrets about leaving the children and the school where I
had been so happy. However off to Harrisfield went I iri
September 1955, which was six weeks after the school
first opened and where I met Mr Collins who was takmg up
his position as Head Teacher (title now Principal) on the
same day. _ ^
So there we were, the first H.T. and the first Infant

Mistress and a wonderful staff who had weathered much
during those first few weeks.

I vividly recall walking down the
end and marvelling at the polished boards, brightly painted
cupboards an office, a sick bay and, wonder of wonders,
Sdoor toilets for the staff! Such things I had never
Encountered in all my years of moving around the coun^^
schools of that era! However I never did come to terms
Sth toilets for the children off the "breeze-ways andTke man,teachers, dreamed "'f If
toilets off classrooms, especially for infan s, w^^^^
could be orderly and civilised. And as for those aptlySailed "bSeze-ways"! At least they were good for
Si up milk crals. and keeping us busy saying Nostacking up n»i |f gll the breeze-ways got

.■^SSS^rVn'KmeWway ,K^^|Jn_sure rhey woeld
''"BeS^MeTeThrrJIlkVame, let me salute all thoseBefore I leave teachers who organised

t'SelTunJng and deliver of milk to all rooms beforemorning recess. '^^^^oEwas lall by the standards ofMy first grade (G ^ fjy ^j^jfty plus delightfulLr«>^s?p easurl.o«rk%^Children with whom it wa P ^ ^
sornewhat ^onfu combined grades had
grade 7 however, I was involved in
"^:iS". Sing
SgL - my heaEin7book buying etc for all the infant
grades as funds permitte .

There were seven g^jg gjxes over to
Dandenong North who 9 (Harrisfieldour two Ldr^-atool for tha rest of
Grade sixes stayed at nandenong North children

thanks to their teachers, no proble^^^^^^

;rdtF££rdt ot f.ors°s^colours of schoj dresseii, ^ed orjumpers. M^^o ins had a fo, ^3^srps-;SuSi;re?ES^
fhetS r "p1^ —
the waste material. teaching wise. We got the1956 was somewhat differe^^^^^^ occupation
two rooms back increased - exploded in fact!and generally our popula yg|.y ^Qigtng
My Grade 2 consisted |.^,g ug^^j^g j,g„es"children who "^.Lhen we did the duty for the
SltrrkJ-mem^ Collins saying he had fold one

bank officer that he might make a mistake or two if he had
to mind 50+ children at the same time! Some years later
the Bank sent officers to schools for this duty.

One incident I will never forget. We were all involved as
a grade in something I at least thought was interesting
when one little boy called out, "Miss Carroll, Miss Carroll,
there's a big spider". The cry was taken up - "It's on the
speaker". I remember saying, "Well count its legs" and the
verdict was "six, six" to which I replied, "Now don't be silly
- count again", but once again "six, six" rang out. When I
finally turned around I saw an uncooperative huntsman
that had most inconsiderately lost two legs. "Well," I said,
"most spiders have eight legs".

In retrospect it seems to me that boys outnumbered
girls in most of my grades. I know for sure that one year
there were about 15 girls to 30 boys. However the girls
always held their own and I still have great admiration for
their organizing skills and ability to deal with the bossy
ones amongst them. It was usually a girl in charge when
the groups were reading in pairs in the corridor (with my
ears attuned!). In fact I felt that some could have taken
over the grade, albeit briefly! They kept a lot cleaner too!
However the mix was good and on most days I wouldn't
have swapped any of them.

Building of the "East End" was completed early in 1957
and the infant department moved to that area. Mr Collins
had become very ill but managed by sheer will power to
keep well and truly going. As has been mentioned
elsewhere, till the end he was fighting for a better school.

We got our double room for infant assemblies and
when Edna Reeve (now Marsh) and I visited him about
two weeks before his death, he was concerned that the
linoleum for the extended corridor wasn't complete. He
asked me to "keep at them" which I did and it was done.

Somehow we got used to builders, painters and the
constant noise. We were also moving closer to the
highway which in turn was being widened to four lanes, so
if it wasn't tip-trucks, graders and the smell of hot asphalt,
it was hammering and the screech or scream of metal
being cut for air duct installations. The new air
conditioners often didn't work and for one freezing winter
we worked without any heating, all the time getting closer
and closer to the highway (because of the angle at which
the school is set) and making us think that something had
to give! Also we were getting further and further from the
toilet block (was I obsessed?) as we constantly moved into
newly completed rooms.

Site works were carried out in stages, and the School
Committee (Council now) was ever alert for further
improvements. Soil being excavated to make and seal
Bowmore Road was dumped on the oval for levelling and
fresh planting etc. What fun (??) we had rounding up small
boys who just loved those heaps of dirt. After all, what use
were those heaps if little boys couldn't roll and burrow?

Fences took ages to come so we were open to the
service road being constructed before our eyes and in our
ears, but the children were very good and observed

This page was donated by Miss
Edna Carroll, the School's first
permanent Infant Mistress, from her
appointment in September 1955
until 1962. After teaching in a
number of schools Edna retired in
1985 as the Principal of Dandenong
South Primary School.
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boundaries. Dogs didn't!! Mr Watson, who followed the
late Mr Collins as Head Teacher (with Senior Teacher
Geoff Charlton acting in the position in the interim) was a
very big man, a gentle giant from the country, who kept a
stock whip in his office for the purpose of chasing off
marauding dogs. He could crack that whip expertly and it
worked, but we often wondered what visitors to the school
thought of a whip reposing in the office.

I really must pay tribute to the staff of Harrisfield. Nearly
all were women who had the Departmental title "married
women" and whose salaries were the lowest of the low
regardless of experience or qualification. For some time
Harrisfield must have had the lowest salary bill in the
state.

Some who have the staying power to read all this will
remember those in the photo below and later appoint
ments including Lois Woodland, Joy Lambert (later
Tueno), Margaret Tulloch and Keith Brereton. The latter
will always be remembered for his particular contribution
to the music of the school.
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Slarh Watson

Mrs Joan MrJohn
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(r»ee Reeve)

HARRISFIELD STATE SCHOOL STAFF July 1958

(photo from Dorothy Stark)

Of course, Mrs Zaiitis the cleaner must be mentioned
She was appointed within months of the school opening
and was there throughout my time. Quiet, conscientious
and always polite, she really was an integral part of the
school.

The next part will perhaps interest today's teachers. We
were constantly upgrading qualifications, partly because a
common roll had to be worked out for male and female
teachers and just because ....I! Equal pay for men and
women was still some time away and it would nowadays
seem incongruous that women were paid only 80% of the
men's salary for the same work. Exams for these
qualifications were held in peculiar places. Dorothy Stark
and I still laugh over experiences such as one lengthy and
quite arduous exam being held in what was virtually an
annexe or large sports storage area at another school
The children kept pounding on the outside doors for the
sports equipment they usually had at recess. No matter
how often outside staff sent them off, reinforcements
arrived.

Later on, perhaps the next year, we were moved to a
portable near the sports ground. It was a Friday afternoon
and our exam supervisor, the Principal of that school
proceeded to lean out the window and vigorously coacfi
his team whilst we worked away on the intricacies of
speech development. Believe you me, we couldn't fault his

diction it was loud and clear! Amongst us were some of
the top teachers of the state so it was all rather "quirky".

Meanwhile at Harrisfield, year after year the children
came along, and really I knew most of the school. Families
introduced little new ones for admission, problems
abounded but I felt there was co-operation always. In fact I
u  • f^"9'y '^3t we had parental involvement atHamsfield before it was invented! Our non-English

W6re arriving, but in numbers small

nthft ̂  u rnake it easier than in later days at
rpmlmtf much extra help was required. I
anri fha f fu children towards one another,
qfafir. set marvellous help at ServiceStations where past pupils worked!

on serious, I remember being tired and cranky
thinkinn at all those little faces and

good citizens despite my present mood".

SchnnT n through the efforts of the Mothers' Club,
contributSnr'' Canteen, family and teacher
and mnro ' was built up. Reading material
teacher? '"^te^al was a priority for we infant
other extrac^i? ® library or librarian, art room or
do recall nn» ?! classroom teacher, but I
music anrt Ph occasions we had visiting
art and "ha specialists. However each room had
skioDinn mnl materials plus treasured boxes of
teachers whn^'i f°^""®tely we had a series of
Tueno maHo ® piano, and I remember how Joy
Sv S assemblies a joy.

the very lov?lv^^Bath°'^°^'^^ Stark and I were travelling in
suddeniu Qairi England when we both
from!" Not th I where our plasticine comes
interestina tn k ""aaction to the beauties of Bath butte prodXf ssir""
establtshed srhn^!
all the attanH f down and some new with
reta!!::d?vet"soT noT^'remembers m^)
suitca^se Obv?!!:?'^ children I was given a very nice
itchy feet Artu the staff knew of my very
several timp<s a? ' 9° around the world
With books I can"tbeTto "part S.'"'
park? -^th^p Ll'l (what car
"What did thev niu" ^ "i® and asked,
as old books ̂  foof case?". Now, as well
times half a century ago"^^'"^ Precious memories of those
best of Hami'sffe?'^^^'^^'^'^ of these ramblings sums up the
father of soni??H career I was visited by the
ot his Harrisfield frie?? school, and we talked
sad and difficult littio h ®t whom had been rather
how they iSSTem in as he talked of
perhaps more oredirtah! i- through troubled and
their childhood friPnH h- ̂  the loyalty and support ofniiohood fnendships had continued and endured.

This page donated by Mrs Dorothy
btark, who was foundation President
of the Mothers' Club and taught at
i(fRR!fn? ^"""9 1957-61 andiab8-69. Appointed the first female
Principal of Dandenong North

(1977-79), she retired as
Principal of Redan (Ballarat) in 1982

1960
Aborigines recognised as Australian citizens.

•  February 22/23: Inspector's Report:
-  343 of 368 children in attendance.
- Recommendation for more classrooms accepted.

•  3 sets of twins were enrolled in the Preps Grade.
•  April 4: Combined School Sports at Dandenong:
Harrisfield 3rd in aggregate.
•  April 19: Mr Tilley thanked for his "Committee service
as Secretary for such a long time". Mr Dunham took over.
•  May newsletter:

- £167 voluntary contributions for the financial year.
- Several working bees had been held.
- Upper Grades assisted with preparing garden t}eds. ̂
- £5/10/0d Social Service donation to Blind Children's

and Women's Hospital Appeals.
•  June 2: Approval of drainage and vehicular crossings.
About this time local road construction started and large
quantities of fill were dumped and spread on me grounds.
•  June 6' Committee Minutes say 380 pupils enrolled.
•  Auqust 10: Mothers' Club annual meeting reported
£75 raised from lunches and £32 from Fancy Dress party
for the year. Elected Pres: E. Jukes & Treas: J^ Johnson.
.  Auqust 17: Education Week Open Day and evening.
•  August: Complaints about stagnant water from
Bowmo?e Rd properties "flooding half the P^ayng a;®as -
9" drains would be installed to cope with excess water^
•  October 5: 2 new classrooms approved and £12266
requisitioned by the Education Department for the works.
.  November 14: 392 students were occupying 8
classrooms and a staff room.
•  December newsletter:

-  350 families at the school A tan<; fiHed
- Grounds filled & graded, gardens edged & taPS

•  December 21: District Inspector applied for two more
new SaSISoms, with two currently under construction.

1961

Noble Park High School
opened. Yuri Gagarin the flrst man into space.
•  Enrolment: 409, 50 new. . , ̂ the uparis start
.  Newapoointeejwyodoff^^
Alan Lind taught a1 1943 to 1952 he
then served with IP® 2nd
resurned If Member for Mildura where heLegisifive Assemb y teaching profession
served until M961-64 at Harrisfield) when he
and continued unj 196 ̂  Assembly, this time
was again elect^ to tf hecominq Labour's shadow
as Member for Dandenong, Australia in
Health Minister. He receiv whitlam spoke at
1978. Later that year former nvi o a
Alan's retirement ̂ ^

:  T ha\/P

X7.1S a % knocked down b, a oar and
of Swale S Noble Park applied lo

(be TSIommiseion In -PPO^^a «
: Sm a^'^rbS'Sool spods at Dandenong.
•  April newsletter: occupation.
.  2 newclassroomsalmost reaf to 00c p
-  Exterior lights and new toilet installed.

•  May: A request for extra shelter sheds disallowed.
•  May 19: Two new classrooms were occupied, and
classes regrouped to create composites 2&3 and 5&6.
•  May 20: School inventory included: Books £650, PA
system £350 and Projector £252.
•  May/early June: Callander Road crossing installed.
•  June 5: Mothers' Club purchased a second pie heater.
•  June 9: Complaint to Education Department about
£32 annual cost of keeping toilet-flushing system in repair.
•  June 26: Drainage scheme approved by the new City
of Springvale.
•  July: School's septic tank system desludged after 15
months of complaints. Complaints continued about
flooding of play areas by sullage from adjoining properties.
•  July 3: Social Services gave £10 to Spastic Children.
•  Late July: enrolment 389.
•  August: Tenders closed for 2 more new classrooms.
•  August 9: Mothers' Club Annual Meeting - main profit
items - £75 on lunches and £32 from a fancy dress party.

Like most of the children and parents from Harrisfield
kindergarten we automatically moved on to Harrisfield
School. What an exciting time! Most of the mothers got
involved in the Mothers' Club and school activities eg
school excursions needed mothers to help supervise
children and then there were street stalls and school fetes.
The Mothers' Club was a very committed group averaging
35 to 40 plus extra people who came to help them once a
week (Monday) canteen. We had several teams of 4 or 5
mums that did the lunches in the junior wing, in the little
room at the back of what is now the sick bay and between
what was the Principal's office, the Infant Mistress's office
and the staff room. Lunch monitors would bring the orders,
then we would order bread rolls, pies, sausage rolls,
pasties, cream buns (a big favourite) and wagon wheels.
We had a standing order which would be added to or
subtracted from. Rolls were cheese and vegemite, or
tomato and lettuce, peanut butter or whatever they
wished. At lunchtime the monitors came back to collect
their own room's lunches, a job that was always well done
by the monitors! Working on and with the Mothers' Club
was great and many friendships were formed while we
worked hard and had fun together. Warm greetings are
exchanged today when ex Mothers Club members meet.
.  Svivla Stollerv Mothers' Club. Rl teacher. 1961-93.

•  August 23: Ed. Week open day & Mothers' Club stall.
•  September 5: Official complaint regarding high
sickness absenteeism attributed to a faulty heating unit
installed a few months previously.
•  October 24: A quote accepted for "erection of a 6'
paling fence between the school and Walter Blom & Son".
•  ̂j^QypgjQPg 1961 included 8 boys to Somers camp.

In grade five (1961) we were doing some gardening
and for fun we took turns riding in and pushing the wheel
barrow. Boys being boys, we tried two riding, with the
result that the one standing fell out and broke his arm.
From memory it was Ken Hillas.
•  Garv I Iddv. fv-stiident 1956-1962.

1962
First car races at Sandown Park — Labour Day.

•  January 22: Authorisation given for external painting
and additional drinking facilities.
•  February 6: Enrolment 412, 80 new & 4 new teachers.

Because of overcrowding in 'Vear 6 I was given a
composite class comprising Year 4 and Year 6 students. A
memorable year with 54 children squashed into Room 2
with not enough space to stand in the aisles!
•  Keith Breretnn Harrisfield teacher 1961-82.
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•  February; First 2 months: £175 voluntary contributions.
•  March 5: £60 spent on books.
•  March 19: Enrolment 410.
•  May 7: 32 cu yards of screenings for playing areas.
•  July 7: Mr Schubert donated and arranged planting of
37 plants to replace those lost from last Spring's planting.
•  Infant building extensions completed.
•  August: Mothers' Club annual meeting: Main profit
items for the financial year were: £111 (Monday lunches -
rolls, buns and pies), £57 (street stall), £32 (crazy whist)
and £29 flucky numbers"). Main expenses: £110 (books)
and £86 (infants' equipment) - (M. Hamilton Treas)
Elected Joyce Collins (Pres) & Violet English (Hon. Sec).

It was suggested in about 1962 or 3 that it would be
nire (for the Mothers' Club) to sponsor a disadvantaged
child. ... Cheryl Pettett was selected. She had no parents
and we sent birthday and Christmas presents. Later she
... started to come and stay for holidays and special week
ends. Cheryl called us all Mum and Florrie Draper still
keeps in contact with her; this contact has been ongoing
over the years and is very much appreciated by Cheryl.
•  Sylvia Stollerv. Mothers' Club & Rl teacher. 19fi1-Q.T

Around about 1962 the Mothers' Club received a letter
from Travancore children's home asking if we would like to
support a special child for birthdays and Christmas. Mrs
Stollery and myself went out to visit and ended up
sponsoring a four year old girl named Cheryl Pettett
Between Sylvia Stollery and myself we had Cheryl home
on the school holidays and Christmas time. To this day |
still have Cheryl home for holidays. She is now 47.
•  Florrie Draper. Mothecs' Club & Canteen Mananeroco

•  September: A car crashed through the school fence
•  October 15-19: The Mothers' Club catered for 80
visiting teachers.

•  End of year: Mr Goyen & Misses Carroll & Clark left.

1963
JFK assassinated. Noble Park Pool opened.

•  February: Enrolment 403 (Principal), 412 (Inspector)
•  March news:

- 5th: Mrs Collins Mothers' Club president.
- 7th & 24th: Working bees (including slide installation)
- 26th: Tree lopping approved following storm damaoe

to trees late in 1962.
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March 29: Remarkably, the School was not officially
opened until this day, because some components of the
building had not previously been finished to bureaucratic
standards! "Now that the unit of 12 rooms is complete" it
was decided to have an opening. Enrolments on this dav
410 with HT and 10 assistants (2 temporary).

March 29: This was also the day that Head Teacher
John Watson retired and was presented with a gold watch,
golf buggy and clubs (cutting from Glenda Masson).

Harrisfield's
farewell to

ife "Mr Chips"
The Herald

29th Mvrn I9S3

DUCK SHOOTING
AND GOLF NOW
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Apni^r vvally Smith arrived as Head Teacher.
M  Mothers' Club stall,

soufhprn 9'ven for new paling fence on the
' Annn^TrJ^^?' storm-felled tree late '62.

active) Piprtc ' ^'^b (50 financial members, 20
S EnoiS f VP: M. Hamilton, Sec:
Mrs Dunham ' I, ■ Treas: E. Webster,
when shp rpf replacing the past-president
year with •stai'i'^^ raised in the last financial
fecto'rv Hp!?? '^^y® ̂ "tributing £70. Visited lace

•  Burrilan^i' Education Week,
items PA policy listed £2239 contents. Main
•  Octotr^? pT (£250) & projector £250).
•  Octoht D for "J. Watson Garden".
•  Octohpr -^1 ■ ^°'|°'^yol'lis injections at the school,
school to thp Authority given for works to connect the
foe clerestnrv « sewerage system and for alterations to
•  Nover^^pr'l'^®'"' classroom ventilation,
foe Committee Practice for Show Day,
0^ Cud Dau ac required to formally approve the taking^'L.up Day as a school holiday.
•  November r ^ students at the school,
service and fi*? H » a "^^de £13 profit for social

- Cui'^'i?a^rp!!?"»h Noble Park baths.
- Sale of Rpm would continue to be taught.
- 24 felt poppies raised £21.

girls under £22) made by Gr 5 and 6to the Legacy ToyX°pear''
use fund^rais^n to a '"^'^'^'ttee requested Mothers' Club
•  November 2q- m highway side of the school.
•  ExcurSn. H "ight.
Essendon Airport an Jcarden^
;  oSmSeJ
evening performani^'^^^^f 4 to 6 put on afternoon and9 performances of the musical "Snow White".

L- i Jl^'® page was donated by the TyrusL- 1 family. Edie and Waddick Tyrus of

r!li- their childrenu  in, John, Carol and Peter to
Harnsfield School between 1957
and 1971 and they all have fond

^rhnpi".!® from theirschool days at HarrisfiPin

1964
Compulsory National Service introduced.

January 21: Electrical fire at 3.20AM - minor damage.
February: Enrolment 430 (Principal), 423 (Inspector).
February 10: School contents insured for £3469.
March 11: Approval to purchase "One Tunnel Ball and

200 feet of IVV skipping rope".
March 21: "Carnival-Fete" - £163 towards asphalting.
April 6: Committee elected for 4 years: Mr Pitcher

(Pres), Mr Dunham (Sec) and Mr Armitage (Treas).
April: Shelter sheds repainted.
May: Mothers' Day: u

About 1963/64 it was decided that we should have a
Mothers' Day stall. We could make things (Joan Holloway
still has a gift from the stall) two ladies took on the
responsibility of organizing things to sell. We decided to be
fair to make the same things for each room then thanks to
the teachers, children came out of each room at a time to
buy presents for mum valued from 3 pence to 5 shillings.
Anything left over after room 12 and any child rauld come
back and purchase more if they wished. We had a viewing
before sale day so they could go home and tell dad what
was available and how much money they needed

CyIvI-i Club. Rl teacher. 19?1-93.
June 21: Working bee.

July 13; £9 was approved for a school bell.
August 19: Education Day.
August 23: Working bee. tho

•  Auoust 24: Complaints were lodged about theMugusi z ^ ipg") of trees in the grounds,
excessive lopping ( massacring / nnnHinn

October 5: Ongoing correspondence re local flooding.
.  November: The Menzies government introduced con
scription, just as the first Harrisfield graduates turned 20.

Nnvpmber 23-27: Enrolment 452.
.  Seceler 7: Approval
before the new school year - Committee contributed £54.

Regular Army soldiera sen. to VleWam.
Sandown Park railway station opened.

.  February 5: Enrolment 471 and Inspector recom
mended 3 new classrooms be built.
.  March 20: School fete realised £230 profit.

r- .. • rharltv and community spirit wereFund raising, ^ The annual school fete wasimportant values at Harrisfie^ ^ remember we had
a highlight ® ̂ ^Jsejj the most fete badges tocompetitions to see who could^sellt^^^^^^ ^
raise funds. One year I w badges
plastic camera as "u,g,aptis taken witti ttiis otd
(t s«" It'"' to make smalt

r:t,r2s»'Lmvm^
rissssss—^
.  Apnt 6: Mm Jompson and '»
attend next Committee me 9 gpgction (£117, with

: SirStSnorandtettetspainted.
■- ?e"rS"mm«S'mlmber M, Ray Armstrong

.  gIrtSlSditme approved - Committee £78,

1966
Decimal currency introduced (14th February).

•  February: Enrolment 514 (Principal), 518 (Inspector).
•  February 10: Working bee.
•  February 28 Committee meeting:

- Mr Armitage resigned after 8 years on the Committee.
- Elected Mr Pitcher (Pres), Mr Wilkinson (VP), Mr

Dunham (Sec), Mr Jenkins (Treas) and Mrs Thomp
son (Mothers' Club rep for 4 years). New regulations
required 2 Mothers' Club reps on School Committees.

- Complaint reminder to Education Dept regarding
water seepage and sewerage on school grounds.

•  March 21: School "Fair" - profit $517.77.
•  April - July: Committee in dispute with contractor over
standard of gardening works.
•  September 12: Committee meeting approved 4 posts
and nets for volley ball on the basket ball courts and for a
concrete cricket pitch to be laid during the summer break.
•  October 3: 20 outdoor bench seats approved.
•  November 7: $650 approved for garden sprinklers.

1967
Post codes introduced. PM Harold Holt believed
drowned. Last man hanged in Australia.

February: Enrolment 540 (Principal).
February 13: Enrolment 550.
Late February: Enrolment 551 (Inspector).
February: Approval was given for installation of "an

alternative water supply".
February 24: School broken into and chips stolen.
February 28: Fire lit by vandals in the grounds behind

he incinerator.
A  March 16: School Fair/Fete: Numbered badges were
sold for 10c each at this and successive fetes, it seems by
the thousands. Fete profit of $561 spent on clocks ($120),
library ($150) and equipment (approx $300).

The badges caused huge excitement because we all
wanted to have the winning badge for the big prize. Kids
walked around for weeks with stacks of them stuck to their
jumpers it's interesting that one year they had to sleep
ovemight at the school to protect the fete stuff because
one year the prizes were stolen.
.  iviarnip Pelleqrinn fneeBainbridqe). ex-student '65-71.
•  May 8- Robert Keddie, assistant Head Teacher,
retired from the school after 2 years and from the
Education Department after 46 years as a teacher. He
was presented with a travel rug.

June: Mower and catcher bought ($104).
June 5- $160 spent on library books.
July 3: Enrolment 563,1 portable classroom on site.
July 13: Enrolment 567.
August 3: Enrolment 571.
August 21: Inspector reported attendance: 541 of 575.
Won ANA prize for school gardens, Dandenong

Inspectorate, for the first time.
Appreciation of nature and the environment was

important to the school and children were encouraged to
join organizations like the Gould Leagije to support the
protection of birds, I was actively involved in the extensive
tree planting and garden bed beautification exercise in
1966/7 where the school won the ANA prize in the
Dandenong Inspectorate. The school grounds offered
plenty of things to do during class breaks like catchinglarge Emperor Gum Moth caterpillars from the huge gum
trees and using the pieces of tree bark to make prop Jlers.
.  Fvnpr Munich Germany, ex-student 1962-67.
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•  September 11: Outside blinds ordered for room 6 at a
cost of $111.

•  October: Enrolment 582.

•  October 26: Inspector (Mr Stocks) applied for 6 new
classrooms to cater for estimated growth over the next 3
years, recognising this would meet the "old schedule" of
class sizes but not the "new schedule" (8 rooms required).
Currently 12 permanent classrooms and 1 portable.
•  November 13: Mr Thompson elected Committee
president, replacing Mr Pitcher who had resigned.
•  December 12: Enrolment 603.

1968
First heart transplant operation in Australia.

•  February: Enrolment 603 included 119 Preps.
•  March 4: Committee were officially advised that the
school had won the ANA prize for "Most improved school
grounds, Dandenong Inspectorate, 1967".
•  March 6-20: Inspector reported:
- Enrolment 605.

-  12 classrooms, with Preps in a staff room. 3 portable
classrooms located on-site and 6 additional class
rooms included in the Department's building plan.

•  March: Fete profit $566.
•  April 1: Request for Education Department to make
safe some trees near Bowmore Road, where a large
branch had fallen near where children were playing.
•  May 30: Tender accepted for 8 new classrooms.
Library not provided for, unless on a $ for $ grant basis.
•  May/Jun: Exchange of letters between the Committee
and government health officials questioning the letter's
mass immunisation procedure that "one needle is to be
used 5 times before being changed". The approved
sterilisation procedure was recorded as "needles are flame
flared after each injection and a small portion of vaccine is
squirted through the needle to ensure perfect sterilisation."
•  8 new classrooms and offices were begun - the so-
called "senior wing" facing Callander Road.
•  August 14: Presented with the ANA award for "most
improved school garden, Dandenong Inspectorate, 1967"
•  December: New classrooms completed.
•  December: Enrolment 603 (the same as in February)
however 110 students transferred in during the year and
110 transferred out, with 701 different students attending
at some time during 1968.

1969
First man on the Moon (July 21, Melbourne time).

•  February: Enrolment 578, 18 staff.
•  March 22: School fete.

•  May 29: Enrolment 579, with 41 having transferred in
and 40 out since February.
•  Students ran "radio programmes" over the PA, from a
studio mocked-up in a small room.
One of my memories was an excursion with Syd

Bainbridge (teacher 1966-69) and grade 6 to Russell
Street Police headquarters, where all 65 children wanted
to get off the bus at once. Syd stood up in his own way
and told the class to stay and wait until he had been in to
check if it was ok for us to come in. His control was
wonderful.

•  Sylvia Stollerv. Mothers' Club & Rl teacher, iqri-q-:;
•  November 17/18: Inspector reported:
-  8 additional classrooms completed - total now 20.
- The school was declared a training school jn

association with Frankston Teachers' College.

*« Enrolment 591. 683 different studentsattended at some time during 1969.

Harrisfield State School in December 1969.

from the oval, with Rola factory behind (left)

Reminiscences 1960s
Nirhnigr.n)^ "X-Student. 1958-63.

my teacherc became Mrs. Marsh, was one of
and mv mntho ^ decorated my wedding cake
to this dav iv ^^^spond with one another
years bu?stillir'fenr'' 31
great tearhorc tu memories of Harrisfield, and the
Miss Reeve Mr ' '"®'^®'"ber teaching me were
was the Master of rpf"'Piaster of Ceremonies at my wedding).

went around An^tl-ai"^ married and
back souvenirs honeymoon and brought
accent and ,10 Scots with quite a broadand preached Scotland fairly heavily

I  hj~^~^^ffg^JMotheLs' Club. 19Rns
remembered so mi""® J^[°a9h the photos and have
school for 9 strainhf children. I was part of the
of the Mothers' *bat time I was treasurer
was treasurer T "P

my time with the

I  Mothers' Club & Canteen Manageress
about 1960 when rm/ ^'ate School since
of my children atteiri"H u entered the school. All five
with the canteen fm ̂  hiarrisfield. I was most involved
started manv vear ® however the canteen
neighbou?MrsBel? LtT' ' was told by mythe corridor then shiftPriVlt!°°' ®^arted doing lunches in
I started do'ina lunri!f ♦^achers staff room,five other mothers^rth" mornings in 1964 with
many helpers that \A,a 1® male's staff room, we had soU^^s that we only worked every six weeks.

This page was donated by Bruce
wood, who was enrolled as student
number 713 and attended Harrisfield
school from 1960 until 1966. Bruce
IS a urveyor and Road Designer,
Talml fh®
hptuuo under constructionbetween Mitcham and Frankston.

•  Lois Rovale fnee Woodland).
Enoland. ex-teacher 1960-1964.
It's exciting to hear Harrisfield School
is celebrating its 50th birthday. They
were happy days and I wish I could
participate in the celebrations. To
those interested I send my fond
regards and good wishes to the
School.

•  Svlvia Stollerv. Mothers' Club,
Relioious Instructor 1961-93
Mr Laurie Dviiyer took religious
instruction at Harrisfield and many
other schools in the district. At
Harrisfield he was helped by Dorothy
Trotter, Hilary Harkness and Van
Fischer. When Laurie retired Dorothy
Trotter asked me to become the co
ordinator, which I did, until I became
sick and had to leave some 27 years
later. Cynthia George is now doing a
great job with her team. What a
wonderful privilege I have had at
Harrisfield working with the teaching
staff, R I teachers and Mothers' Club.

•  Heather Trajkovic (nee Nichol
son). ex-student. 1963-70.
Just revisited the school photo with
Peter Hart as class teacher, he set
the young girls hearts a-flutter but I
had forgotten how long ago that wasi
Surely it was just
yesterday?...Funny, names that
didn't realise I could recall just
popped into my head too, like it was
just yesterday

•  .Inhn Zambrnn'^, °v-g«irifint from
1962-68. ^ ,

Question: Who was the forefather of
the now popular fund raising sausage
sizzle that we see everywhere these
days? (my belief anyway).
Answer: Mr Bainbridge early sixties.

Used to drag out his half-a-44 gallon
drum wood-fired BBQ and se
nothing but sausages on bread at an
the school fetes (many of which were
burnt but they were still great). I think
he used to charge about threepence
for them. ^

Question: Who was the staffs first
MP (bottom photo this pagep
Answer: MrAlanLind.
Question: Who was Harrisfield s

longest serving teacher?
Answer: Keith Brereton. Starteo

about 1961 and was still serving m
1982 at which stage I *hink he was
relocated to another school. T
some record! . . _

Question: Who was the prop-rietor
of the general store / post office
(where the laundry-mat is nowlocated) & some years later m^ed
to the where the current Milk Bar
stands? This store used to supply the

1960s Grade 6 Photos

(photo from Les Lucas)

w

I960 Grade 6

1

(photo from Denise Funston)1961 Grade 61960 Grade 5

m

1962 Grade 4&6 (photo from G. Massoti & W. Lobb)

©

1962 Grade 6 (photo from Geoff Warren)
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school lunches every Wednesday after we
all put our money In brown paper bags In
the morning and had them returned at
lunchtime. The same store we ail used to
frequent at lunchtime stampeding the
counter in an endeavour to secure our
malted milks, cream buns, pies and most
importantly lollies?
Answer: Mr Keogh.
Question: What was the name of one of

the first resident cleaners / care takers who
lived across the road from the school and
served for over ten years (and whose son
also attended Harrisfield)?
Answer: Mrs Zaiitis.

Question: What special treat did the school
give all students every Christmas during the
sixties?

Answer: Lemonade Icy Poles.
Question: In the mid sixties which two

teachers shared the same surname?
Answer: Mr Johnson and Miss Johnson.
•  (Editor's note: Today's AP Mrs Meredith
laconese was here as Miss Harris during
the tenure of Principal John Harris 1982-84.
There were also Ms & Mr Williams in 1967,
Pnncipal Bruce Thomas and Miss Thomas
1986-69 and the Kureljas in 2001/02.)

•  Neil Reddawav. ex-stiident 1966-72
Can Julie Theodore's kids run as fast as
their mum? Can Debra Swannell's kids kick
a footy like their mum?

•  Merna Slatterv. Essendon Suooorter.
Harrisfield Infant Mistress 1966-68

I  remember... Another teacher (Mrs
Marsh) laughing at me when a roll of plastic
fell and broke my nose!! and the morning
teas when the principal Mr Wally Smith
would make the sponge cake. I spent three
happy years at Harrisfield - the children,
parents and teachers worked to make the
school a pleasure to be part of.

•  Ron Exner. ex-student 1962-67.
After attending the Harrisfield Kindergarten
as did other kids from the street; families
like the Zeiglers. Whites, Jukes. Jefferies
and Drakes, to name a few, I attended
Harrisfield State School for six years from
1962-67.

I still remember my first day at the school
all dressed up in my new grey school
uniform with the maroon and white bands
from Graeme Booth. When mum left me at
the classroom door I cried and tried to leave
instantly. I spent the rest of the day asking
the big kids "when do we go home?".

Those were the days of classic school
desks complete with ink wells and real lead
pencils. Blackboards that always managed
to catch the teacher's finger nail whilst
writing causing a teeth wrenching scratching
noise. In the classroom hung the standard
Victorian Education Department map of
Australia and a framed copy of some
famous Australian water colour landscape.
In those times Harrisfield was still like a
village carved out of eucalypt forest

Grade 6 Photos (cont)

1963 Grade 6 (photo J. Davidson & B. Altken)

(photo from Colin Brown

i^4Grade_5B&6B (photo from
Jennv Davidson

1965 Grade 6A^luueoA (photo from
Keddie family)

complete with a general store and
the butchers with saw dust on the
floor up on Dandenong Road.

The Princes Highway was not the
multi-laned tarmac giant it is today
and Browns Rd was still a dirt track
we walked along as kids to visit
relatives. There were only a couple
of factories in the area like Rola then
later on Gillette, the rest being
mostly open farmland and pasture.

In school we had kids as class
monitors for just about everything,
bell, flag, lunch and milk monitors to
name some. I remember being a
lunch monitor, which involved
bringing the lunches, put together by
the Mothers' Club (including my
mother June), to the classroom. The
delightful smell of hot meat pies,
pasties and sausage rolls packed in
crispy brown paper bags. The
advantage of being a milk monitor,
on the other hand, meant that you
could make sure the crate of free
milk for your class was not the one
that had been standing In the blazing
hot sun all morning. ...
.. The school's values gave me the
solid founding I needed later in life
especially when it comes to cultural
understanding. Classmates came
from many different nationalities,
particularly post war European
countries, but we all interacted with
each other as "Aussies".
Looking back at my early school

days it is a huge contrast versus
today's expectations placed on
children. One small example was the
old gray and red Harrisfield report
cards which comprised a couple of
brief pages of assessment,
nowadays my boy's report cards are
multi-page booklets! Nonetheless
some things do not charige and
those values held so highly a
Harrisfield are very much the same
as ... today's. As I head towards my
own 50th birthday I would like to
congratulate Harrisfield on its
and wish all students great success
for the future no matter where in the
world your journey takes you.
•  NnTi'^i entertainer, ex-
student 1966-1969,
I'll never forget watching the tirsi
moon walk from my classroom in
grade. The teacher was an old bloKe
who played his violin to us every
morning (Mr Patrick Walls?)
•  -Inhn Cnllins. r"

Judith M. Johnson (Miss Johnson as
she was known to me) ̂^ught m
grade 2A in 1967. In early 1967 after
an accident at home (jumping on
bed) I suffered a stroke. At the time I
had no idea what was wrong wth
me, all I knew was that my writing

1960s Grade 6 Photos (cont)

1965 Grade 5&6B (photo from Marion Young)

(photo from Zeigler family)1966 Grade 6

4-

(photo from Dora Wood)1966 Grade 5&6

(photo from Ric Witham)1967 Grade 6
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was not how it used to be, and I could not speak
very well. Towards the end of March of 1967 it
became increasingly worse, to a degree that one
side of my mouth had dropped and I could hardly
walk.

School at that time was very hard and Miss
Johnson tried her hardest to try and improve the
situation.

In those days corporal punishment was still in
vogue (pity it's not now) and I was always in
trouble. The right side of my brain was being
starved of blood and it became very noticeable at
home something was very wrong. A couple of
days in at the Children's Hospital followed before
the diagnosis that a stroke had occurred.

I know this is boring for most people that read it,
and everyone by now is saying "get to the point",'
but looking from the other side of the coin, it could
not have been much fun for Miss Johnson either. I
am told by my mother that she took the news of
my illness very hard She would write to me
when I was in hospital and all my classmates
would draw and write as well and I was hoping
that one day I could face her again, to thank her
for her good wishes.

Unfortunately I cannot remember her the next
year and by 1970 my family had moved away
from the area I still cannot believe I am
talking about something that happened 38 years
ago and yet I remember her so vividly.
(Editor's note: John recovered from his stroke
symptoms. In 1974 Miss Johnson retumed to the
school as Mrs Skinner, to teach until Feb 1979.)

•  Keith Brereton. Harrisfield teacher 1961-82.
I recall in the late 60s/early 70s we ran Radio 3HF
- a weekly program of readings, songs, recorders,
radio plays and sports reports broadcast to the
classrooms by the children.

•  Margie Pellearino (nee BainbridaeT ex-
student 1965-71

I adored my primary school and loved the games
of "Pussy In the Corner" played in the old shelter
sheds, skipping games and joy of joys - the
Mother's Day Stall where we got to shop for our
mothers and buy dishrags made in the shape of
flowers and beautiful soaps all done up for our
Mums. Having a lunch order was the best. I was
allowed 20 cents and once a week I got a pie and
a cream bun. Nothing has ever tasted as good as
that ever. When we were in the older grades we
used to walk down the highway to the fish and
chip shop up the road and bought 10 cents worth
of chips and that was a feast. I remembered also
the school fetes being fantastic. How we loved the
badge raffle. We had to sell as many badges as
we could and these each had a lucky number and
they were drawn out. The playground seemed
huge when I was going there - we seemed to
have so much room on the oval. The boys stuck
to footy and the girls played basketball. I
remember we used to try and climb up on the
fence and look for coffins belonging to Tobin
Brothers that were a couple of doors down from
the school - don't know if it's still there. I
remember milk duty and bringing in the bottles of
milk for each class in big crates. We all had a
bottle of milk before going out to morning play. My
favourite teacher was Mrs. Webb who taught me
the love of cross stitch, Pippy Long Stocking and
wonderful tales of her childhood. However above

1960s Grade 6 Photos (cont)

1967 Grade 5&6 (photo from Dora WoodJ

1968 Grade 6A (photo from Karen Gilchrist)

1968 Grade 6B (photo from Joanne Killen)

5I5^5.6A—^hoto: K. Gilchrist & V. Radloff)

all this I have three very poignant and strong
memories. Watching man walk on the moon -
we were allowed to all sit in the corridor and
watch this amazing event live. We couldn't
believe we were allowed to watch TV at school
(of course it was all black and white). The other
2 poignant but sad memories were when Mr.
Peter Hart's wife died giving birth to their first
baby and when Jenny Jones, a little girl in (I
think) grade 1 was run over by a car on the way
home from school. She had red hair and freckles
and I was in grade 2 and I used to admire her
bluebird ring. When Jenny died the whole school
lined up along the side facing the Princes
Highway to watch her coffin go by in the hearse,
it was terribly sad because you didn't think death
could happen to little kids. It particularly affected
me because I used to walk home that same way
but I went a different way that night. I will always
remember Jenny and how sad it was that she didn t get to
live her life. Oh! one more thing. I was a bit of a devil at
school. My father used to teach at the school - Mr. Sydney
Bainbridge (photo this page). I know I gave poor Mr.

1960s Grade 6 Photos (cont)

^

1969 Grade 6B (photo from Graham Liddy)

Jewell hell, but Mrs. Marsh used to pull me into line! I
loved my time at Harrisfield - it's a fantastic school and I
love to think about it from time to time and the wonderful
things we used to do.

Harrisfield, National Service and the Vietnam War Experience

It is 50 years since Harrisfield School opened and 40
years since Australia sent its first Regular Army soldiers o
Vietnam. During the School's 50 years Australia has also
been involved in other military campaigns,
Timor to the Middle East. A number of the school s ex-
students are known to have joined the services r^av
have been involved in these campaigns. Norie o
campaigns has thus far impacted on the Austra
and political scene to the extent of the . ..
our associated compulsory military service, in ro V
the Menzies government in November 19M. i
Service conscription scheme ended in Dece
when, within a few days of their election, Vyh/'®"^
government fulfilled a campaign promise to su P„ . ..
Wth few exceptions, 20-year-old ^

resident" in Australia were required 9
compulsory National Service. Every six Those men
was drawn, using marbles with birth d • . .
who were balloted-in, passed the subsequ .
security checks and failed to gain exemp service!
were called up for 2 years full time
They were liable for combat service in
discharge were required to serve 3
Regular Army Reserve. The aim was ^g jual 11-
40000 full time soldiers to support Austr^ia
year commitment to the Vietnam Wa . . ju y
Lded in June 1973, although the war ̂nfinued ujitWil
1975. During the National Service Sch
804286 men were '■|g'®t®''®^.^"^gf^Jese were medicallyin" or volunteered. Some 9900° of ..^^s or indefinite
rejected and many others gained ex P servicedeferments, suctr as (or
in the Citizens Forces. In total "37Jo service. Of
were eventually called up for some 19400
59000 Australians who served in Vietna .
were conscripts, the first of othe^
Some, litre ttie editor, served ttieir tim trilled and
servioes. Of the 506 Adstralian Mtvicemw2400 wounded in Vietnam, 183 oVSeemen
1480 of the wounded were Nationa Serv^About 300 lads from Harrisfie d Schooljould ̂ ^av^^
been required to register for Natio jp jts 50about 7-2 Of alt boys to have been
years. Statistics suggest 24 of these

called up, with 7 serving in Vietnam. There is no definitive
list of thoU called up, but the following 10 ex-students are
known to be Vietnam veterans (there may be others) and
8 are believed to have been National Service conscripts:
Alan Emmett, Ray Flett, Tom Hagan, Thadeus Krzywo-
kulski Les Lucas, Jos Poeisz, John Shoesmith, Bogdan
(Bob)' Sidor (now deceased), Borys Weremijenko and
Warren Whittle. ^

Local lad Barry Munday from Bowmore Road, brother
of ex-student Tony (dec.), was killed by a mine on Feb. 28,
1970 during operations in the Long Hai Mountains. Jos
Poiesz an ex-student from 1956, was called up, served as
a tracker in Vietnam and unexpectedly encountered Barry,
a school days friend, during an operation to ambush the
Viet Conq Neither had been aware the other was in the
same battalion and they chatted briefly. Barry was killed 2
weeks later with Joe's platoon commander and 6 others.
Local ex-servicemen regularly commemorate his sacnfice.

Peter Oolep, National Serviceman and ex-student
1956 58 contracted malaria on an army training exercisein Sw Gu^L and it contributed to his premature death.
(Sources- Australian War Memorial website. Vietnam
kterans Nominal Roll and personal correspondence).
.  ̂ Afar^Pn Whittle..mstt 'dent 1956-58.served in Vietnam^ Anyway, Bob
fsidortand I received our call up notices and did our rooky(bioor) ana puckapunyal Bob and I toured
training |°g® j^en me and Bob had made it safe
fo, oth^Is I can recall as Vialnam varans
Lrp Tav Flett - Seived with the Engineers, Bob Sidor -are. .. Kay armourer at Nui Dat, died about 8
was attached to the am

?S°'the same^init as Bariy Munday Tadek
iSS'ateki, .Boris Waraml|ento„and Alan Emmell.

j This article is dedicated by the editor
Allan Stark (ex-student 1955-59) to
all those from Harrisfield School who

■ have sen/ed their country. Allan's
j generation is overly represented,

,  J with three of the above Vietnam
veterans (Ray, Bob & Warren)•.. .V* ""iT—^ coming from his grade at Harrisfield.
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1970
West Gate Bridge collapsed. Tullamarine airport
opened (now Melbourne Airport).

•  February enrolment 633. 103 beginners were graded
into 3 groups according to age.
•  Records indicate "Harrisfield Primary School" was
used from here on, rather than "Harrisfield State School".
•  June Principal's report;
- Dividing fence with Blom's replaced with chain mesh.
- Avenue of Melaleucas ("paper barks") planted along

the asphalt pathway. Melaleucas & Photinia Robustas
altemately planted along north and east boundaries.

- 32 bench seats purchased for outside use.
- $800 of equipment purchased during the financial

year, thanks to Mothers' Club fund raising.
July enrolment 642.
October 24: Fete

Colin Stollery & Mark Hogben were among the admirers of
the Chitty Chitty Bang Bang car that attended the fete

•  November 6 & 7: To great acclaim, the musical
"Oliver!" was staged at Springvale High School auditorium
to raise funds for a school library (see Arts section).

1970 AT HARRISFIELD "

This year has been one Df a special fund raising effort
at narrlsfleid Primary School. It uas our aim that by
haying a SpBciel Effort uib night be able to finance the
building of a School Library.
Tuo special comralttGEa uero formed early in the year.
One was to conduct tho Annual School Feto and the other
Ba e Production ComirlttBe for the presentation of a
School Mueical.

UIb are confident about the results of thssB two functiana
and because of this the Schaol Cnrnmittoe has already baoun
tho Initial steps to hove n Library built at Harrisfield
Primary School during 1971,

•  December Principal's report:
- Site works still not completed for classrooms

completed in Dec 1968.
-  "Oliver!", fete and grade stalls funds would go towards

central library construction commencing in 1971.
- Educ. Dept. Grade Readers to be phased out in I971
- December enrolment 640 with 85 Grade 6 exiting.

•  742 individual students attended for part of the year
with a turnover of 200 students.

1971
Late night shopping introduced in Victoria.

•  June enrolment 654. Gr 3C&4C a composite grade.
•  July 27 Principal's report:
- Construction of central library underway.
- Previous library room to become Audio Visual room.

•  October: 30 trees and shrubs planted as part of the
'Tree Warden" scheme, with Springvale City Council.
•  December Principal's report:

- Due to excellent fund raising the school central library
was completed - $1500 of books to be added in 1972

- Another TV, blinds and rear projection screen were

in

installed in the proposed full time Audio Visual room.
Language problems mainly with Yugoslavian children.

•  December enrolment 656 (106 in grade 6).
733 different students attended for some part of 1971.

1972
Home video sets became available in Melbourne.
Conscription abolished.

•  February enrolment 639:18 classes.
•  June Principal's report:

vandalism of the extensive plantings
of late 1971/early 1972.

-  painted over summer.
anH installed in library during May vacationand the centrai library set up.- A third Grade 5 needed after May.

^taff changes in first half, mainly

- Duain (3 times) and 2A.
PYrocc number of flats in the area, 1

-  'The o K ? PePii^ moving in & out each year
thiQ committee purchased a ride-on mower
houriv mfa engages a former pupil on an
re<;iiitDH • regular mowing of the grass has
grassed TreL^"^^ 'mprovement in the appearance of

at the^srh'nr!^"ft'''^'^ lawns (or should I say grass)
mowina hncin ® 'erJ I had set up a small lawn
deliverina the Pocket money as an alternative to
the school tn "Journal". I had a contract with
hour 3'^'^ tor a number of years (at $2 /
the school's bumping around the oval on
dubious suspenS ^
.  ̂̂ tLgper Kraft fonrtc wjrpptnr. ex-stiirient 1962-67.

•  OeMmbetPrfncipal's report:

-  "mpleted.
; Major Site »ort<s

and^usprith'^'^'^^'^f teachers appointed during term 3
- Room in ,I ^taff room in the Junior wing.
- Music advi.snr''' e^allable for Audio Visual use.
-  Jun^r wlnn? t'Tl' too infrequent.
; Up to 10 teachers leavlna'"*®''
•  enrolment 645.erent students attended for some part of 1972.

1973

vote Svdnpw'n"^'" y®®'"Sydney Opera House opened.

the school'^lonnol? Ue'en Turnbull, who would become
the Office. serving staff member, commenced in

•  Ac^m"^ enrolment 626 (inferred).
dIericaS vice principal and

This page donated by the Nicholson
tamily m memory of Philip Ross
Nicholson ex-student 1966-72 who

40 years on the
congratulate

V ̂ Primary School on cele-
tin. il?? y®ars and wish them con-

———— success in the years to come.

•  June Principal's report:
- Part time gardener appointed to remove weeds.
- New table tops being fitted in infant area.
- 2 part time migrant teachers working in unsatisfactory

accommodation — an adjunct to a staffroom.
- $5200 budgeted for school's 1973 needs.
- $100 spent on science equipment.
- Mrs Hill of Music staff visited regularly

•  Mrs S. Zaiitis, school cleaner since 1956, ceased.
•  775 individual students attended during the year.

1974
Darwin devastated by Tropical Cyclone Tracy on
Christmas Day.

•  Enrolment 628.

•  A part time teacher conducted remedial readmg for
older children and relieving teaching. Mrs Hill a visiting
music teacher assisted music coordinators Judy Skinner
and Keith Brereton. The former gave recorder lessons; the
latter gave lessons on tuned percussion.
•  A drama club was active in the school.
•  "Operation Upgrade" would provide an additional staff
room, sick bay and art and craft building.
•  July 1: Enrolment 620 (32 in, 42 out).
•  October: Principal Wally Smith after periods of illness,
retired from Harrisfield after 101^ years and ®
Education Department after 44 years service, e
presented with a reclining armchair.
•  December 6: Principal's report:
- Enrolment 603 (44 in, 71 out). i,«i:Ho.,e
- Adventure playground work to begin dunng holidays.
- New lino/carpet throughout Junior Wing
- 5 teachers attended projectionist s .

•  The Social Services League ^^w
Mr Fidelia had committed to assisting the .. .
neighbours, the Noble Park and Springvpe
Centre and donated $200 to them during e ye .
.  Christmas stall: The Mothers' Club raised $318 thatwas put towards the Adventure Playgroun 1 ^
•  709 individual students attended during ^
•  Excursions for the year included. Lome and
Folk Museum, Latrobe Valley, local
Wyperfeld camp.

In 1974 I heard that Erskine ^ We
closed as a hotel and was available 9
hurriedly made a booking and in House was still
arrived with a busload of students. Ers ' separate
being run as before so the children ^ ̂
rooms and were waited on in the ^ = .^975
experience for most students, but not
•  Keith Brereton Harrisfieirl tPRcher 196_i—.

1975

First colour TV for Victoria. of P"""®
Minister Gough Whitlam (11th Nov

•  February: Enrolment 596. 1 incf this vear.
•  Mr Syd Reed was the new Principal
Suffering badly from arthritis,
walking to school from Uandenon9_ established
•  Multl-Age-Grouping (MAG) classes j , grade
to reduce the numbers of pupils m some sing y
classes and proved a great success. hiqhway were
.  Some 37 children from nor^h ^^trang^ported
admitted to the school on ^ highway without
them to school and none crossed 774mporary
adult supervision This was ̂  ̂
measure prior to the opening of the S

•  A $7000 subsidy was used to convert a shelter shed
Into a new canteen at a time when other schools were
phasing out their canteens.
•  Changing local community patterns, with increasing
migrants and more flats and units constructed, resulted in
a very high turnover of students.
•  2 part-time migrant teachers on staff for 50 students.
•  May 30: Enrolment 587.
•  School community rose In support of a caring teacher
slandered In a false and sensationalist press report.
•  Adventure playground Stage 1 completed by July.

flHwpntiire Playground: Following a co-operative
arrangement with the then City of Springvale a fine
adventure playground was constructed in 1975, near the
northern boundary adjacent to where a supermarket car
Dark was later established. The play equipment, of treated
Dine was financed on a dollar for dollar basis with the
SDrinqvale council. A pine bark base was added in 1981.
,  r;iatthfiw= g^hnnl Committee & Council 1976-82

The one thing that really sticks In my head is when the
adventure playground was made. I had a huge fall off it and
badly broke my arm. I was in grade 3/4, and till this day I
still get pain in that arm. I really enjoyed my primary years.
•  Haylpv Kus*°'"g, fix-student 1973-1979.

•  The Mothers' Club started
organising an annual Fashion
Parade, on this occasion with
teachers, their spouses and others
drafted as models. Judy Skinner
(ex-teacher) provided this photo of
herself modelling one of a number
of outfits for the event.
•  Excursions during the year
included: Lilydale farm, Moe Folk
Museum, Naval Dockyards, Docks

I and Westgate Bridge, Railway
I Museum, ABC Studios and camps
at Erskine House in Lome (again),

1 and Lake Eppalock.

1976
fire canteen opened. First VietnamesefeftlgeU arnved by small boat. Medibank started.

.  Fnr the new year, a new Principal (Bob Macdonald),
and fo dlher new start, including 6 «rsl yea, teachers,

r, u .rt Mr,na\d arrived as Principal and brought withBob Macdon believed students and teachers

il pleasant surroundings and embarked onworked better in p ^ beautify the classrooms,
a huge ^'I'oom with waiipapere, plants and paintings.

.•„c and eighties saw a number of majorThe severe® buildings and facilities, many
improvements to me enthusiastic leadership
of which were ac Macdonald. Enrolments during
of incoming pnncipai.
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most of this period were in the mid 500's. and portable
classrooms were often required to meet peaks.
•  Gary Matthews. School Committee & Council 1976-fiP

•  The District Inspector at this time was Mr B. F. O'Neill,
one of the school's original teachers.
•  School Council elected; Bruce Shaw (Pres.), Nick van
Oostven (Sec.) and Gary Matthews (Treas.).
•  March 3: Enrolment 610.

•  School banking continued and the Mothers' Club
provided lunches until the new canteen opened.
•  May: New lino for 7 classrooms, oval top-dressed with
600 cu. yards of soil, seating mound installed for "outdoor
theatre" and concrete cricket pitch approved.
•  June: Mrs Hadfield was appointed fulltime to the
librarian vacancy and Miss Rebecca Orr, recruited from
Lincoln, Nebraska, USA, was appointed to the school.
•  June 8: New Canteen became operational with Mrs
Margaret Greenham as manageress.
•  June 18: Mothers' Club cake stall.

Money raising efforts were street stalls in Ian Street and
Douglas Street 3 or 4 times a year. Lamington drives were
great fun, we formed assembly lines, cutting cake, making
chocolate icing, rolling in coconut, setting, drying, packing.
What a sticky day, forever washing our hands. The
Mothers' Club raised lots of Pounds Shillings and Pence to
purchase library books, aids for class rooms, curtains
blinds, all the things that a school needs that were not
provided by the Education Department. Then after the fire
it was necessary to raise many Dollars and Cents.
•  Svlvia Stollerv. Mothers' Club. Rl teacher. 19fi1-Q.-^

•  July 25: School fire (see next page).
•  August: Mothers' Club funded new lino in 5 rooms.
•  August: A portable classroom for the Migrant
Assistance classes was installed at the school.
•  August 4: School's Music Festival at Noble Park High
•  August 19: Mothers' Club doughnut day.

It was approximately 1976 when Margaret Greenham
started the canteen in the old shelter shed. It took a lot of
hard work to and froing with the Education Department but
was achieved. Around about the same time, Peter McCall
donated a doughnut machine to the Mothers' Club. We
started doing doughnuts on election days to raise extra
money for the school, we also had doughnut days for the
children's families, I particularly remember the first donut
day we had for the children as it kept us working for two
days to fill all the orders. After that we would have a
doughnut day for the children about once a term.
•  Florrie Draper, Mothers' Club & Canteen Manaoprac.

Doughnuts Davs: One ever-reliable source nf
fundraising during this period (1970s and 80s) was the
doughnut machine. No event, whether a fete or a sports
was complete without members of the Mothers' Club
spearheaded by Florrie Draper, churning out hot
doughnuts to eager customers.
•  G. Matthews, oarent '76-82.

•  September: The new
canteen was opened by Mr Alan
Lind, the area's State MP (and a
former teacher at the School).
Reporting the opening in his
regular column in the Dande-
nong Journal he commented
'They're warm folks indeed at
Harrisfield". Florrie Draper's
photo shows Principal Bob
Macdonald with Alan Lind as he
declared the canteen open.

•  September: A walkathon organised by the Mothers'
Club raised $2539 of which $1912 was used to purchase
equipment replacing that lost in the fire.
•  October 16: Fete made $1060 profit & Mothers' Club
auction added $280.

October 400 families had children at the school.
•  Greek migrants social afternoon held.

^  held at the Buckley St.
hirthw celebrated the School's 21"

double with the "Country Wranglers"
."Poachers Keith Brereton and Judy

(photo Florrie Draper).

beaubETon^sch^eme
stagS^a^t^Nnhif'o i ^wist" was
again pr^dudii Hall. Keith Breretonand acclaimed as a great success.

197fetg AT

Beoauae tho ouoical .loi.
ouccaaa in 107, +1, "J'" "^2 porforaod with
Btago the ahon

Keith Breratf.n „ . produoor, '
"oiowledge that a <»nfide.-3oe, hut with a
Bould ho roquiredf^ ^ aesiotanco from many sources
That a <•

p^uctlon attempt ouch an ambitiouo'le producer and the i"" ®norgy and competence of
WJoya. wiTOUilty haokins the school
"ithln many children t-n «. 'talents lying dormant

"Dtivated, avidont when they become involved
®Qcau

the chow have made a significant

^ onjoyablo one,win iiv5 with tham 1 should be an experionco
the echool. ^"ey have departedthere Mill bo the eatiafnot^" aeeieting with the show

th ecmething worthwhii having been associated
"ake its for tho audience

dieapporeted. - we hope yoo win not bo

*"* *** — .««N  **** »4ni

beld and a School^re f Committee meeting was

.  $800 profit. '
concert, "CindereHa""at included: Moomba
Penzance", Inverleinh Q^k 'beatre, "Pirates of
Springvale Migrant H^tel exchange,
Airport, Lake Eppalock and Toh P°*' TuHamarine

During one and Swan Hill.
a^edly tiring trek S
collect their cars to ferrvti^on'^^k i^^"'® adults to retum to•  KeithBrSon Els to camp.^^^^^P-JJaajgfigld.teacher lOfii.ao J

Harrisfield School Fire - evening of Sunday July 25,1976

Dandenong Journal 29 July 1976

SCHOOL HIT
BY BLAZE

HARRISFIELD Primary School was extensively
damaged by fire last Sunday night.

Four rooms, an office block and a storeroom were gutted by the
blaze, and thousands of dollars worth of equipment destroyed.
Tho total ostimato

of damage to property
has not yet boon final
ised, but it is expected
to bo more than

$100,000.

Deputy prliicipol Mrs Do
rothy Jukes, said yesterday
three scniur touchers had
lust "musi everything" in
tiie b).ize including collec
tions of students' work and

lii'fsunul vduipntent.

All of the school's musical

5 charged
ctiulpmcni was destroyea,
Inclutllna xylophones which
were to be us^ by students
in Q music festival next

Much of the school's
auOlo-vlsual equipment. In-
cludinj; u new film projec
tor. was also lost.

Parents of the senior

grade students have been
asked not to send their child
ren to school until further
notice.

Four poriobles have oi-
remly been placed in the
school grounds by the Edi^
calion Dcp.irimcni. which
has been commended lor
their swift action in geUing
temporary accommoUution.

police have charged five
children with bronking and
cnierinf;. and two with
arson.

•  Gary Matthews. SchnnI Committee & Council 1976-82
The school suffered a serious setback in 1976, when a

deliberately lit fire destroyed
classrooms and the admin
istrative offices in the senior
wing facing Callander Rd.
The principal Mr Macdonald
quickly arranged for portable
buildings as temporal^
replacements and the Public
Works Dept set about the
process of re-building what
subsequently proved to be a
better standard of building,
including an improved library
and office facilities.
Fortunately, most of the
interior fittings were covered
by insurance. As a direct
result of the fire a security
alarm system was installed
throughout the school by the
Education Department.

The Police Report details the laying of 26
5 boys aged 11 to 14, all apprehended within 24 hours^
Two of the 4 portable classrooms, replaci g
classrooms, were on-site by noon Monday.
weeks the other partly damaged •. located in
for reoccupation, enabling 3 classes tempo y
two halls at the Church of Christ to be backjo ttje
School. A "thank you" was placed in fou
September "thank you" notes were ® . igjance.
individuals and businesses who had provid

•  Keith Brereton, i n .mm I|iu
The fire was set in the piano in my come classes
quadrangle, in the corner nearest the affected,
were moved to the library, which was not V

•  Annette Lano^nn, ex-student 1968:1^... It was in my sister's gridTedassroom, m Mr
Brereton's piano, that the fire was started

SCHOOL THANKS

OVER BLAZE
• SIR — Through Ihe columns of
your newspaper we would like to
express publicly our sincere
gratitude to the ollicials of the
Education Department and the
Public Works Department who
acted so swiftly to assist us after
a fire caused extensive damage
to the Harrisfield Primary
School on Sunday, July 2S.

Because of their prompt ac
tion. four portable classrooms
were on site within two days and
repairs and painting were under
way on damaged rooms. Within
four days of the fire all children
were comfortably accom
modated.

We believe that their com
bined action is worthy of recog
nition as occasionnily we tend to
hear stories to the contrary. —
Yours, etc., R, BREW (chair
man, school committee), R-
MACDONALD (Principal).

•  .ladvn Lang (nee CoilinsL ex-student 1970-76:

I have wonderful memories of my years at Harrisfield PS,
one of the most obvious being that 1 was one of the grade
sixes at Hamsfield when the fire went through in 1976. I
have memories of my friends and myself at the time being
very distressed and upset that our safe haven of school
had been destroyed; rumour being it was an act of van
dalism. As the school had to find immediate accommod
ation for us I have vivid memories of attending school at
the church in Kelvinside Road, Noble Park. As 1 look back
this must have been quite difficult for the teachers
involved! From memory it was the grade 5s & 6s cramped
in together in a room, with little outside area for us to play!

•  Maylpv Kusters. ex-student 1973-79:
I remember the fire in the grade 6 building, not so much
what it looked like, but the smell. It was such an over
whelming smell.

.  ghiripv I Iddv. px-.student 1970-76.
I sure do remember several things that occurred at the
time of the fire. The grade sixes were greatly disrupted,
having to move to the Church of Christ Hall in Kelvinside
Rd I don't think we actually did any work, particularly
when our pens were being continually dropped down the
qap in the floor. I remember walking home from the fire
with a form 1 boy, and him telling me that he burned the
school down!.... 1 never believed that he did, but it turned
out that he did ....

.  Mpii ex-student 1970-77:I actually remember the fire as we had to use portable
buildings to accommodate the students for study.

,  Sue pp^-"-a rnse BiirkfiV ex-student 1970-76:
I warkTG^idieth^rofthefire. We had to go to the
church in Kelvinside Rd every day for school. At he same
time we were practising for our school musical, Oliver.
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1977
First live TV broadcast of a VFL Grand Final,
Elvis Presley died.

•  February news:
- The government introduceci a book allowance for the

new school year, paid directly to the school. Book and
stationery costs were kept within this allowance,
easing the burden of book costs on parents.

- On the staff this year was Barry Greer, brother to
feminist author and activist Germaine Greer.

- Enrolment 549 (Silverton opening took 50 students)
- Pupil/teacher ratio 1:28 in Prep & 1:32 in other grades.
- Canteen profit $1060 since opening. Mrs Greenham

manageress. Chocolate milk price rose to 19 cents.
- Mr Brereton's classes still in the library after the fire.

•  March 1: Kevin Heinze (ABC gardening guru) gave a
talk and demonstration at the school, with proceeds split
between the Cancer Fund and school improvements.
•  March 17: 40 children and 2 teachers were invited to
Royal Park to welcome the Queen.
•  March 20 (Sunday): School BBQ and social day
coincided with the occupation of the rebuilt building.

April 3: International Day with BBQ & ethnic displays.

Intemational Davs: Another popular fundraiser took
advantage of the wide ethnic mix represented in the
school population, with stalls featuring tasty foods and
national dishes from all corners of the globe.
•  Gary Matthews. School Council Treasurer in 1977

•  April: Films screened by the Leyland Brothers.
•  April: Mr Brereton on special leave studying musical
interests in Japan.
•  April: Classrooms upgrade underway using Mothers'
Club funds.

Classroom Uoararie' During 1977, the Mothers' Club
with the active encouragement of Mr Macdonald, begari
the challenging project of refurbishing all of the school's
classrooms. This pace-setting work extended over nearly
three years, and involved a dedicated band of mums and
dads in the making and hanging of brightly coloured
curtains, similarly bright wall papering, carpeting and
sanding and painting of desks. The results were
dramatically successful, becoming a benchmark and
attracted a great deal of interest from schools both within
and outside the state, with a number of inspections and
visits from departmental and school representatives.
•  Gary Matthews. School Council Treasurer 1977

•  April 26: Presentation to retiring Callander Road
crossing supervisor Jack Ward.
•  May 1 (Sunday): Working bee.
•  May 5: Doughnut Day.
•  May: The School Council proposed to parents
"Voluntary Contribution Plan" to fund its "School Council's

appeal, with a target of
uu. Its priniary purpose was to construct a roofed

ou oor recreation area. This was the first step in what
Macdonald Hall opening in

/D • driving forces being Bob Macdonald(Principal) and Gary Matthews (School Council).
June. Enrolment 550, 25-30% migrant background.

Capper replaced USA-recruited Miss

reniQ M^comber, who returned home. Mrs Laidlawreplaced Mrs Hagan (on 4 months LSL).
Brereton composed the School song,

the rprnnei f .®|^'"rier, in time for the opening of
membprctn/ih^^* building, where it was sung by 35members of the Melbourne Chorale.

reconsfmpffn opening of the building
field M?^A ?/i ''y J S- Bloom-
parent.^;H Education, with 200 guests and
had been im '^^'"'"istration and staffroom areasupgraded and an arts/craft facility included.

aABHEPTRlj mmPT ECHD07.

■Officiai. opjipin PiacMiiifp.

8.00 _ 3.30 p.,^
8.30 p.B,
8.45 p.n.

9.15 S.B.

9.40 p.B.
10.00 p,n.

Arrival, introductions, sto.
Anthso followed hr school song.
Spoochcs.

- Hr. Macdonald.
''"Bldent - Mr. Shaw.

Councillor - Hr. Ihiggim.
.on Hsgional Director of llduoation

wr , ^ Mr, Baleons
ote of thankn. Hr. Billing, H.L.A.

Bnt ertalnment.
Dtore of Melbourne Chorale conducted by

ttr. Val J, Pyoro.
Of facUitiee.

Supper — Vote of thanks tendered to Hothero' Club
by Mr. Staoey, M.L.C.

.  Working beey  ug. Mothers Club annual mannequin parade.
In© MothSrs' PhiK

"lannequinoarLp rLt," an Enid Gllchristand Harrisfield rhiw ® '^°y®
held in the R<5i haii'^^" models. The parade was
and orders takpn -i-k-^" *he show clothes were sold

Club. RIfPacher. 1961-93.%  I iif. ~ tCrH.MMI

•  Augus? $^5r7°6 school.
•  August- FnrJ State School's Relief C'tee;  August U: Wor^.^g^bee.^ migrant background.
students'^perfJrmpH Brereton & Mrs Skinner,
^.^®°®ndenong Music fSS^^^ Hall as part of
South SoLme^FootSalb'^"^
Managlres^ndMrt^ n^'^®®"^®"^ resigns as Canteen

Canteen- appointed from term 3.volunti^prlSl)^!®^ hard working Mothers' Clubaiven much L f ® ®ach day was*«as appointed as the^first^nr-n®
council in September I977 manageress by the school
.  Trpasurer 1977

•  September^^ New ^Mot°h"
Watson (previously Margaret r? President JudyJoan Addison (Secret^r^ff J°y Kent (VP),^  cretary) and Eva Richards (Treasurer.

•  Harrisfield ex-student and North Melbourne half
forward Steven Icke played in the North Melbourne
premiership grand final against Collingwood, in a replay
following the previous week's draw.
•  September:

- Upgrade to 5 classrooms nearing completion.
- Wine and Cheese evening attended by 80 people on

the 9th raised $150.
•  October 11 Newsletter:

- The School Council was investigating a roof-only
structure, 60' X 40' using a "dollar for dollar" subsidy.

- Thanks to those who produced the "Harrisfield Junior
Herald", for its "contribution to leaming the 3 Rs".

•  October 15: School sold off surplus "trash & treasure .
•  October 21: School Council supper/dance.
•  November: 2 basketball towers installed.
•  December 8 Newsletter: . .

- Objections lodged to plans to remove both remaining
portable classrooms during the holidays.

- Among the teachers leaving: Mrs Hutterer C English
Enrichment Instructress") and Mrs Hadfield (librarian).

•  December 13: Final parents' working bee for the year.
•  Excursions during the year included: Healesyille
Sanctuary, Inverleigh School (Geelong) exchange. Me
Town Hall Orchestral Concert & Museum, Carlton p 0 0
excursion & Neill St School exchange. Bright (3 days),
zoo. Port Melbourne, Railway museum and Berwick farm.

1978
First test-tube baby born

•  January: Multi-Purpose Covered Area (MPCA) plans
were amended. , , ..

Fete profit $4140, inc. $1857 from the "Numberthon .
March: Mrs N. Van Oostveen was Council Hon bee.
April: A gardener was employed under t e peci

Youth Employment Training Scheme.
-  April: 493 students present for class photos.

April 4: Working bee.
April 19: Leyland Brothers film showing.

•  May 9: Dandenong Youth Music Festiya -- 9
40 participated in "A Minstrel Show", mainly Grade

May: USA-recruited Rebecca Orr retumed ho
June 21: Breakfast "sit-in" for MAG class.
June 22: "Green Day" - MAG class all wore green
June: "School Policy - Paper No. 1 sent to p
June 17 (Saturday): "Fun Day".
June 18: Working bee for parents.
July 14: Numberthon, with children spo"sore _
August: New Mothers' Club president; Jan Shaw^
August: Mrs Joan Johnson joined the staff ( ry

Cub annual fashion parade.
September 30: Fete - profit $1822. nrnnosal to.  October: No major objedions rais^d^

convert neighbouring nursery to a halt
.  October 12: More amendments required to Plansfo-^MPCA. Fete profit, $1822 Voluntary Conjibu
Numberthon and other fund raising momthe $5000 budget for the MPCA_^ Macdonald
•  October 12 Newsletter: Principa , y^^gt-
wrote: "Favourable Comments: Right y "knockers"
ralians are often accused i g^gre of criticism,
and schools have often come in for the people whoso It was pleasing to note the '7"'« One
recently praised the behaviour of
person has commented more than o . pQo|children behave at the heated , Sark^
Dandenong, while another person m

about our children who visited the Gippsland Folk Museum
recently. As Principal I'm very pleased to hear such
remarks. I believe it is a reflection of the overall discipline
and tone which prevails at our school. This situation is due
to the children and to our staff who approach their task
with great dedication."
•  October 26: "Sleepover" for Multi-Age Group (MAG)
with games, BBQ and square dancing.
•  Excursions during the year to: Bumley Horticultural
Society and Gardens, Yarra launch cruise, Nar Nar Goon
farm Gippsland Folk Museum, "Peter and the Wolf and
"Nutcracker Suite" at the Palais, "Snow White" at Frank-
ston State College and camps at Somers and Howqua.
•  December 13: School concert in Noble Park High
School Hall - "Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour
Dream Coat" - suffered from a faulty PA system.
•  End of year: 8 teachers left and Muriel Here retired.

Grounds: During the late 1970's a great deal of work
was done in the gardens surrounding the school buildings.
A program of monthly working bees was instigated by the
orinciDal drawing on the parents of each grade on a
rotation basis. Grade 6 teacher (and resident "musical
director") Keith Brereton also led a small band of pupils in
reaular gardening "forays". This proved so successful that
the school was awarded departmental prizes on more than
one occasion A roster of lawn mowing and edging was
also arranged with a group of dads, using an irnproved
ranoe of power tools that were purchased out of school
council funds.... During this time arrangements were
aoreed with the Springvale Council for the regular mowing
of the oval in retum for the school making the ova!
available for weekend cricket matches.

school committee & Council '76-82.

School gets
garden award

wnn an awanl for thi^f.Bi<iEiFLD Primary School has won an award for thaharrisfield Dandenonfl alactorato.
some Mr Wl>r mkI m ovhtall prUKlp.1 Mr Bob M.cOo.

award ')o°veara ogo. Tbe duvelopmeni plan for ihe ^ ^ the dilld-3 i nido by Sr Ad,- jrnw^ mi «•» -orirod Ib. gar-
Mo^3Shldroo^-a -Pi- Mrbhol lor

pa7^Mr"'Kih; Sfol^Wby
n«nv of the children had ^riie, Wee pdcndpal. Mr
helped in Improvly Ccoi*« Newt^scboolgrouml! by *»'*'''> f
the gardens dufin£ lunch
times.

Mr Keith Br«r*loo« .school

Krar 15- The school again won ANA's Garden.  Decernber inspectorate. The photograph
"nneao. in Ihe adlcle reproduced .o page 29.

2®^® on Commonwealth Heads of Gov-s^°„mtn3M3sVna(CHOGM)inS,dne,.
cnrniment 516 from 360 families. 17

•  r-hers S / student ratio 1:30.4.Classroom tea ^ ^gs Installed,
.  During this y update project was com-
the Mothers Club g canteen
pleted, a was devoted to migrant children,
and a portable classroom ^
•  The ®®"*®®" nageress) and had contributed $800 to(Florrie Drape ^g® ̂ y^gr.
the Mothers Club gick leave for part of
.  Pnncipa bod ivi pnncipal.
the year, with Dt" i*"""
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•  February: Final modifications were being made to
plans for the Multi-Purpose Covered Area.
•  February: Recorder lessons commenced and
Mothers' Club sausage sizzle raised $80.
•  February 23: Farewell to teacher Judy Skinner, who
went on confinement leave.

•  February 25: Working bee.
•  February 28: Noble Park Fire Brigade gave a
demonstration and fire evacuation drill.
•  March 5: Public meeting to survey the operation of
School Councils since their implementation.
•  March 8: School Council: Pres: Bruce Shaw, Treas
urer Mrs Joy Kent, Sec: Mrs Rose Isma. New member Mrs
Isma was a foundation student of the school & now parent.
•  March 23: Mothers' Club cake stall.
•  March 25: Working bee.
•  August 13 Newsletter:
-  Jan Shaw elected president of Mothers' Club.
-  Kiln bought for Art Room.
- Mrs Cantwell and some children filmed for a National

Gallery film on Art.
•  August 14: "Jonah Man Jazz presented at the
Dandenong Music Festival.
•  September 18: Sausage sizzle.
•  Sept 25 - Oct 3: Members of the Australian Principals'
Association visited to see the school improvements from
the "Upgrade project".
•  Late '79: New School Council format decided upon.
•  December: The "Multi-purpose Covered Area" was
now in use and was offered for hire for outdoor functions.

An end-of-year varietv concert was staneH

I^cember 14: Retirement of DP Miss Dorothy Jukes

irrr

1970s Reminiscences

•  Rosetta Isma (nee de BortoiiV ex-student 19f^«;-sp
School Councillor 1979-80s. parent of Harrisfield st"ijri^g"
When my children started school, I quickly became
involved with the parents and the School council. It was
quite different being on the other side at the school
although Miss Jukes could still strike fear into the hearts of
parents despite her diminutive size! She appeared touqti
as we left our little preppies, but she had a heart of Gold
During that time there were so many young families in the
area, and lasting friendships have been formed to this day
with parents and teachers. The committee was very pro
active and held many fundraisers to improve the school
Fashion Parades, Wine and Cheese nights and even a
School carnival. We painted and wallpapered rooms and
installed carpets. The Canteen was started and of course
Macdonald Hall. That was the biggest Project and it was
such an event when the roof was finally put on with Mr
Macdonald there, in ill health already, d.iit.^aJ?Le to see the

result of all the efforts. The Harrisfield Donut Cooking
egan around this time and became such an institution.

for many years and each Election Day youu  smell the donuts from the School Again those
years passed quickly and the involvement with the school

insight into my children's school years,
hari valuable friendships. It was an era when parents
comrnuniti"

Mi l Sargent (nee Richarrisl. ex-student '72-77
bonkc fnr'th i!? staffroom most days and cover
wa<; piu/=, ^ i'f""^ry and when she wasn't doing that she
rememhoJ'? °N The one teacher who I
to aet nno vvould be Miss Jukes, as I was held downto get one of my needles in prep.
' gimonFabt^^ ex-sturtPnt iQ7^-on

and four ® "PiPo" in the playground at lunchand four square games before school.

I  ex-sfiirtpnt 1Q7B-»9
each lunchtinie ^ skipping rope games we used to do

1"7? 79

shedded sn'^e ^n on the netball court near the goal ring.

I  i^^-jtideyJJddv. Rx-stndent I97n-7ft
a house backinn ̂ chased by a man who lived in
him pullino a ch school with a stock whip. Then
serious stuff i T group at another time,
later. I'm sum r! it until several years
they would asked the teachers at the time (1975)
madman. incident, as they had to stop the

I  I97n-7fi

Swannell who caml
at Harrisfield. as me to start
(we never many great memories of people
chasey in nrarte things we did. Like kiss
really wanted to kisS
myvisualmemonynfth"" stories ... andThere is one thin^ I'ri i Playground is pretty good!
grade 5 tearhor. ®®y ®nd that is Mr. Fidelia, my
and believe ma i u® teacher I have EVER hadeve me. I have had plenty over the years!

memorable time two brothers attended Harrisfield. A
contact with from u i ®' ' ®''" ^^ve a friend I keep in

HartmannT ex-student 1972-75..
raised $5o and riono» °f which I was part,
Park Mentally Retarded r^h w ^^® ®Phngvale and Noble

Fidelia in mv Sa ^^"tre.
' ever had, even thoi^ k ''^^t teacher that

°ncel!!! (Those were thfdays^"^^

Rosemary Irons attended Harrisfield
Primary School from Prep in 1973 to
rade 6 in 1979, and donates this

m acknowledgement of the
to Harrisfield

anHf" teachers, parentsand friends of the school.

The 1970s
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The 1970s at Harrisfield Primary School

The Schools Paeo
Mothers' club
renovates ^

classrooms!
In 1976, with the aim of providing an attractive
and stimulating learning environment, the Moth
ers' Club started an ambitious project to renovate
classrooms and furniture at Harrisfield School.
The first step in the programme was to paint the ceiling.

Side walis, cupboards and trim in each room
I rant atxl hock «ott«

wffr papiTcd end dl»>
plav board OrCAl WOTt
covrrfd Mhit blcfhlJag
wut m paprr.

All ilf>.k>t and clan*
ruiiiii |«irnilurc were

''•.tiiTjIiil and iheivlng
ujs ino(,tli(ii along one
Wall ul fin h rootiv

Ihr rt'tln <>ral|ng wol
■ ■iiiiploird with cuftaiii9
and hiingiiit; 533.

f'ni- w.ng 13 COW
(niiiph'ird and

chiidrrn and «>tn((
preclolho of ihvir betia-
llful MrrounJings

With ihe (tirriUcA ol
the aethen dirr«trd to
Impravlnd (h« Intrrior of
the Khool. ihr School
Council dmirrioek ihc
beaullllcotlon ol the
greundi.

ThK Ini'ludrd rcguliir
lawn inuwin^. gardrn
weeding oml ihp drvfl-
opmL-nt ol n«'w gurdtrn
are33

So tu€CM«[ul «a3 Hie

2 stories of our
school excursion

In March this year I went on an ck-
curslon to a dairy form and to Cnr-
dinia Reservoir. We boarded our bus
at 9 am and went to Narre Warren to
visit the dairy farm.

Uht^ wr nrriv-fd et i>ie
dairv ftirrn. ihf> farmer took——• » >u> III. inr lai

Our lenchcr gave u* tnm

co^perill^r rff»rl
>olvin|l partnlv tloU
and children, ihai Mar-
ntfirld won Ifl«* A.S.A,
Prize far the nit?M Im
proved Phnuifv School
Cirdeti in the UanitcQung
area In 19'k.

The prr^er.i Wlx^ol
CcHifK tl prnjci 11* loprii-
\nlv 0 laiK'*
pluv aro4

U'nrk on fhi* h:t-
nl and «J •-
be cottipJcfd U\' Iht'd
Term

• PICTUKID ahorc
nfhl if ""
thtfrcamt upqtzM
at Horritiicld ty

n* tm .1 t.iin tif the properly.
Wp wrri* shnwn the mUii-

hi^ shrtls whrrc a farmbond
.f iiultung :i i nw. mlng the

milking m.hhiiiP5 and we
W'Ti* .illowtni to try to hand-
niilk :i (-t>tt-

llterr wa^ a new bom eal(
»nil Alsa WT hJiJ « rWe d«i a»nii .iistt had 3 fide ^ .

f
pamphlets for our prujecl
about the resmotr and on
iljc dairy farm ^

I leami a loi on tho '"P
niDsliy how to tnilk a cow.and about the rrservoir

Lyacite Bell. Grade •.

We bodi^eil (he bus

• TWs week's schools
uoi came from Harris-
llerd Primary School.

Stutfenis and staff of
lyndale Primary Sclwof
will contrlbirte tne maf-
arlal for next weeks
page.

 readv to Ro 10 a dairy
?• I.rm Bt Narre Warrenuthi<

'. uid ihrrr »w tHi N .f-rre WarrenInicrtMi
Vt.

Afior luni h at the dairy
i.irin wt- i,.f( (iir c'ardJnls
Hr»i-}Miir

\k«' Mw iiu' big spillway
uriff w.iIVihi atiKig a lake..

Tin- biiH khA us (0 both
••Kir. t.f Ihr fr<nrvtnr before

fi'iitniiij lit vi'houl
iti- fipni a;iv wc vforked

•>ti ti prajivi about Ihc dairy
liirnt utiiJ Ihr reservoir

ng Ihrnf. I.

SlV* ' W-^I ■ ../i g paitfUttg from Ihe AHA Soiietp for
» IH 1978 Harriifiehf {„ Me DanJoaoag hnpttfofofe
having fht matt impronrlprimary itnaof y ^

pad- m, kIumI 1, • »'"
.docks we saw Irlcsan ■choel wnicn n-- -

cows and Jersey cows.
When we arrived there «a

saw iou of cowi and u few
horses

We ellmbcd hay stark*.
QMl A man showed uv the
milking >hcd. and nil the
nuichlncf, . c

Robyn Panauo. Grade >.

cHckit net and pUdiea.
It h.1* a library, art room

and a film prujrcior
^ fjir amnimi id

chftweS II" I""''""!' '''! -

liefore the roaring tiamr*
hit Ihr lltirary Ihe fire men
Mved It twi many bookw
wrr« drvtroycsil by smoke
und water.

The remainder of the■me remaloaer ol Ihe

All tbr!W were covered in,h„k Blockrnarrnul
ThP retwildliig •••*

ivhni m I"77 --jwMMr nrtffion i"«nn^"
kP. 1-r.lI pin)-' onrh In-I'"J'''

window Iramn, (he metal
roten on the roel and desk
lcK«

iSKT?'

■urn I

.,, »«, a »n"lrni«S
.enlor building u., pulled V™' *<" »do«n. All Uutw.-. lcll were icmIkh ll.«'Hi""

,ch»,l piny;;-i»;|,'i
IholbnII. ■"'"■"'^r^.kel.
len.u' und l"> -"1 W k"
'^1!"¥')'■«"« •■"■nprln •»
,hr«t."lullll''l"«l"''""''

ihrfameeo . j
UT huvc a

,[tarling tulH.
balls, neibalta. sw
basketballs. Km*

""lE'rnSSd""'^. -"I"-
uflrr i nimcillor
npirMirtuM

Irbroarv 2. I55( bhd 'be
h Iuk.1 was opened by Mr.
IJIiN'itifirid.

litr first permunani
|l»*aUmaster was Mr.
Citilotv.

At tnr Start l9f pupi" ot-
tcntinl. 411 pupils fttieodcd
bvll''ll7W.

■ Jhf pfocni cftnMment is

■  Adam Sifphetw, Grade 5
IhevhoollROloHealM

HjrrKtleld. It's called Har-
ncfirid because the Und il
«as buUi on was owned by •
man calkdMr. Mania.

A few ye.ir* aro. Ihrrv
j big Tire, and II burnt

Ut'wn some of Ihe senior
biiiidiits and an odlce.

Sinoe then wc tove had
Mutip painted desks, colorful
wtiiipaper. big brown vinyl
sihling doon and a grcea
carpet on Ihe floor

It cvwi a lot of money
Wo ulso have a Mothers'

fluh a canteim ond now
*«ffcmen ore making a cov
ctrtJ arm.

lustveur liarrtsfleld woo
n prUr for (he most (m-
liruvetl sihool garden In
Ikinifeismg a .

Saniintha bma, Grade 4

At our scfital every single
person la ttarrMIdd school
should help our ocbool keep
ciran.

Thai s why every l-ridjy
Miss Jiikrs (ells us to go
somewhere urimnd (he
school 10 clean up.

There arc Itxa of places in
rfran up in our srlwol tike
Ibc oval und the advcnturri.
amimd Ihe front also the uv-
ph.iti ton

Mtss JukPi. Mr M.niV»-
natd and Mr Vise di» noi
like pcupln who rubtiish
Australia neither ib Ihe
aih»*f teacher*.

Thai's whv our scliool
alwnvs hns bins

Kelllc Carmoday, Grade 2

Our school IS fun and we
pluy in the samlpii.

DamalPF

to school wc moke lots of
things At school we take
photographs by Mr I'ltn-
mei We mode o tree

Hocbel I PF

Our school is lots of fun
berause wo do our wriUng
and we play ouKide

Gobrtelle I PF

Trip to Coat Creek
• M CH pear pr«/. I Mdru an /B*»« .n "
fe /Ae /ao anJAt/M'M irA^fOflM Mopg*' p»W
it:

ouw u gtnni turtle.
-iiw u boa cuMirictor

Motikevs are fuiiny
sjw 0 tali giraffe

\si' •siu a ihfi'iab.
uV-aw aiidilfureolaAlmtlt. ..

Kelly rleicMr

The monkeys «r« cirte. Hie 2f>o bM Ifpoi- Tf»c
Zoo has clrpfunts.

Thp zoohh'-R'r-'ff'^^
The Zoo I'dk ^■,1,
TheZw hPicroci^llM-
The Zoo hof- snuliL'S.The Z«m huji btrds
TheiZoohas bnam. Ufli Sotiile

I like g J„oke"w?fl° wi* "rtbrcni
iwd iu«b. ,

On Thursday April
for an excursion.

> Ku bus and theWc wtnl by ™ |„

lake us on u IV* B
^  1 rT««k thereAt Cotillowofihln^ Snrral Store,

smiths ymp. store,iheMlnr.the^'Ji^itock*
the

""iSTre

26 wc visited Coat Creek tn Korumburra

Ihlnjl. !!>. ral","'w.l.wlOTcUlblUkcTOL
Vhcfl we had finished eg-

plariiift ufduftd the park we
..at Mck LU, ^
oil 10 ouurtfn Prtmnry
Sk-IUH.I |u h.« luncb.

Tb- wbool«" \TC™."
BKoine lb.
tput room for Gnklc Prep w
Grade Six-

There sTie Ih rhlUn n in
One room nnd the tiracher
wos Mr Seion.

Vc saw Mrs Scton who
laughi us in Grade Two. We
bad a play after lunch and
when we were called back in
Ihe bus wo wived to Mr and
Mrs Seton. Then wo went
back to our Kbool-1 bo Lvt>d.

Nie«ltO.Nrill. Grade I



1970 Grade 6A (photo from Mark Hill)
1970 Grade 6B (photo from Regina Michaelis)

(photo from Dora Wood) 1973 Grade 6C (photo from Jenny Duggan)

Unfortunately this photo was not
located before publication date.

1971 Grade 6A

1973 Grade 6B

2

1971 Grade 6B (photo from Ashley Cox)
1974 Grade 6A (photo from Karen Gilchrist)

■]974 Grade 6B (photo from Cathy O'Brien)

H MJM'

f-

1972 Grade 6A (photo from Terri Maiuto)
1972 Grade 6B (photo from Edie Tyrus) 1974GradeT86C (photo frdo'Sharyn Martin)

1975 Grade 6A (photo from Brian Mur)

Unfortunately this photo was not
located before publication date.

1972 Grade 6C (photo from Joanne Johnston)
1973 Grade 6A (photo torn Keith Btereton) 1975 Grade 5&6C
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L  The 1970s 1970s Photos and Macdonald Hall

1970s Grade 6 Photos (cont.)

1976 Grade 6KB

1976 Grade 6MH

1976 Grade 5&6

1977 Grade 6KB

Unfortunately this photo was not
located before publication date.

1977 Grade 6MH

1977 Grade 5&6JD

1978 Grade 6KB

1978 Grade 6MH

1970s Grade 6 Photos (cont)

ft ■

1979 Grade 6JD
1978 Grade 5&6 MAG

1979 Grade 5&6GF
1979 Grade 6MH

Macdonald Hall

stage made from class tables bound together...Unfortun-
»  ... j hic rhipf nrniprt was mmn ptfifi

Stage made rrom uci=»o
atPiv Bob had died before his chief pro]ect was completed.

RrprPtnn. Harrisfield teacher 1961-82.
Around 1973 the Principal Wally Smith

Some kind of large room or small hall built in our c
pound could encourage more community "
have in mind this building being used by . P '
drama classes and for School plays....
classes etc., as well as perhaps an (out-of-hours) activity^-lasses etc., as well as perhaps an fcui-
centre for children of working parents

During 1977 Principal Bob Macdonald hega" P"® '"9
the idea of a large roofed area to provide for a P'^V
wet weather. The "Multi-Purpose Covered Area , a
first called, proceeded in stages heginmng i pjucation
dollar for dollar basis in conjunction with ^ hv
Department, with the roof being erected ^
the concrete slab. This unwalled area, wa JP
the Springvale Mayor Graeme Duggan in D® ^ ̂  "
In 1981 representations were made to the Department for
e special purpose grant for the further developrnent oj^th^^
building, which was subsequently aPPro^e . ,
With Mothers" Club and School ^nd raismg (win
spellathons etc) enabled the building to p made
lock up" stage during 1982. fî edher fu ^
available due to the school's classificatio
advantaged school", enabling the ad<^|ion o 9
guetry flooring, ceiling and blackout blin _ ^jpyg toilets
as "Macdonald Hall", the completed t'e'lding-
and kitchen, was officially opened on 12 i^. ,mews who
by former School Council president ^"'"Surtng
had liaised closely with the 'in" was dose
[rinding. The total cost of the P''°J®®t [® . kitchen in 1983
to $50 000. With the addition of toilets and k
the building was now ready to assume J® j"" ̂
the everyday life of the school and wider .| ̂ gjQ.Q2
'  Gaiv M^hews. School ComiPittgeACoriQ^^

*  iha hfl
vjcaiv ividLL[it;w&.

Bob Macdonald's biggest project was t° have^^^^^
erected in stages...The roofed open are g
Wet day activities and a concert was held, p

m
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1980
Harrisfield School's 25th Anniversary. Smallpox
eradicated. Beatle John Lennon assassinated.

•  February: Former principal Bob Macdonald died and
Mrs Maureen Hagan acted as Principal until April.
•  March 4: Enrolments 459, 300 families.
•  School Council: Pres Mr Gary Matthews, Sec: Mrs
Rose Isma, Treas: Mrs Eva Vimba.

•  Mothers' Club: Pres: Mrs Zola Ortenburg, VP: Mrs
Carol Van Oostveen, Sec: Mrs Kath Mackenzie, Treas:
Mrs Alison Kittelty.
•  Directive that maximum grade size must be 32.
•  April 24: Mr Walter P. Burston appointed Principal. He
soon noted that "the Mothers' Club control the purse to a
large extent, certainly more than in my last school".
•  April 24: $1392 so far contributed to School Council.

May: A commemorative plaque, recognising the
outstanding contribution of the late Bob Macdonald in so
many aspects of the life of the school, was placed in the
hallway outside the general office in May 1980, by
members of staff and School Council.

•  Garv Matthews. School Council President 1980-82.

Recently retired acting Principal Dorothy Jukes unveiled
the plaque with (l-r) Muriel Hore, Gary Matthews, Bob
Macdonald's son Wayne and his widow Marie looking on.
(The plaque is now located inside the Macdonald Hall.)

•  School cleaner Mr Boyd retired end of May vacation.
•  June 30: Enrolment 447.

•  Mothers' Club funded Room 13 carpet (Media viewing).
•  Tree plantation was planned for the late 1980
between the cricket nets and Bowmore Road houses.

•  July 4: Harrisfield Primary School turned 25.
•  July 12: 25th Anniversary Celebration Day:
Anniversary badges (purchase cost $309.55) were sold for
$1 each and admitted the holder to all functions and the
raffle. Formal invitations were sent to many individuals
having past involvement with the school, arrangements
overseen by long time Harrisfield teacher Keith Brereton.

The 25th anniversary, in July 1980, was a well-attended
occasion, with many food stalls and the recently re
decorated classrooms open for inspection. The formalities
were presided over by acting principal Walter Burston
following the untimely and deeply felt death of Mr Boti
Macdonald. There was a festive mood, with stalls
including the ever-reliable money-spinner, the doughnut
stall run by Florrie Draper. A stand of native trees was
planted along the western boundary fence by students and
members of the Mothers' Club and School Council, with
the first tree being planted by Mayor of Springvale
Councillor Graeme Duggan. Specially produced badges
were sold in the lead up to the event, with grade 4 pupj|
Lynda Matthews winning a transistor radio for selling the
most. The day concluded with separate social functions
for children and parents in the school classrooms.

•  Garv Matthews. School Council President for 19nn-f^o

July 12: 25th Anniversary Invitation and Programme

1955 -1980

I

2gll< ffMvfRVflY - rtiMigin n psjrm ?rnn

"«• £ ft'*'? " rrMn aami, t mn
hjm jvtr.

1 p.m.t CI«*foo«» open tot iotpootion.
Haiif-iag oi Caanenorecitre Trwf.
*itatnoon Tm.

blaco - - Pmm 5 and 7,
Jmiot Ditco - under li.
Certooo Mer^eAun.
Win* < Oieej* end Wueic fOr Aduitd.

tt.oo pat partaa
it»* iotvud to jceiav y«w freed mt Matziaftcld to tenw ttlmaahipP'

K. Praratm
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transfpif/^TTof u 455. 22% of students were
the fneeting of parents discussed
EducaTinn ? "Strategies and Structures in
and onprati?, development of curriculum
were omn 'ssues, and selection of the Principal,
SnE2 delegated to the school and itsty, ith the Principal then selecting the staff.

eduM^in"!?'?,^!- changes to government
throuahriiif^?,!^^ • rneetings were held at schools
state oovprnL '"'''^ding at Harrisfield, to discuss the
paper" todpun? contained in a "green
school' coiinrii ®taff Selection, finance and budgeting to
control Qupr tighter departmental central
opportunSv w At the Harrisfield meeting.
Union and thp ® government MP, the Teachers'
to preS Spfr Parents' Clubs
supported mainfai^'-^^®' consensus of the meeting
was forwarded tn th" P°S't'on, and a letter
•  Ga^ Sh the department expressing this view,^aaryj/latthews .9rh,^,^ln>^||n^-i| -

President 1980-82—— , n-.3iwi<5IU I OOU-O .̂.

edito'rSirS'lp'lh"'°'o produced under the
Studies Groun nro ®renda Mason and 6KE Media
material allcontdhift^H k ^nd reading
•  Septernhp; 9Q p '^'®P ^ children.
•  Moscow ni medical tests for students.
foundation student'^orthP^^T^ 1 "^amier, a
selected for our ni., school (now deceased) was
political controver«;v'^'^'^ oguestrian team. Due to the
equestrian ?par ^ surrounding those Games, the
contingent before itrSpaTtll'r^^''" ^^® Australian

December 15: The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd sent
its appreciation to 4CS (Miss Stephens) for their donation
of hand made toys to "The Sun Toy Fund".

Excursions during the year included Melbourne Inter
national Centenary Exhibition (in the presence of Princess
Alexandra), Gippsland, Cowes and a Mirboo North camp.

1981
IBM introduced the first "personal computer".

February 11: 22 teachers.
School classified as "disadvantaged".
Mothers' Club president: Mrs Zola Ortenburg
A Special Assistance Remedial Teacher (SART) was

appointed (Mr David Schmidt).
March 1: Working bee for parents.
March 20: Bush dance and Junior Disco.
April 7: A school group performed "donah Man Jazz

jlthg Dandenonq Arts Festival

(right to left) Mr Keith•  April 16: "Pirates" theme day: va-. , „ . _iHt aoree
Brereton, Mrs Debbie Sewell and Mr ®
fhat pregnant Mrs Chris Carey is carrying thg

'Pirates" winners TTwrHrpn
•  The "Needs" teacher working .'^'Kement by
resigned and student/staff ratios t^le'' utilised for
fbe Prep teacher, with the "migrant po

the extra grade. Principal and DP provided the teaching
assistance to the migrant children in other grades.
•  Teacher Keith Brereton was in charge of student
participation in music and gardening/horticulture.
•  May 4: "Jonah Man Jazz" was perfomned at the Noble
Park Uniting Church.
•  May 7 Newsletter: Departmental directive that "More
use is to be made of the National Anthem by singing it
sometimes on Mondays".

Early in 1981 a tender was let for improvements to the
entrance to the school property from Callander Road.
This provided for a wider gateway for heavier vehicles,
and a sealed area for off-street teacher car parking.
Extensive re-roofing of the junior wing, facing the Princes
Hwy, costing $100 000 was finally carried out by the
Eduction Department in 1981, following representations
to our local Member of Parliament, Kevin King.

r Matthews. School Council President 1980-82.Garv I

•  June 10: Mr John Harris was appointed new to the
school as Principal.
•  Mrs Chris Carey went on confinement leave and Mrs
Sia Trethewey temporarily back from the same.
•  July 3: Preps "Dress up" day.
•  July 429 children enrolled r200 decline in 5 years").
•  July 10- Talk to children by Railways Investigations
Department on how to behave when travelling in trains.
•  July 30: Doughnut Day (electrical faults had disrupted
the previous one). , , j xr ■ •
•  Auaust 19- Mothers' Club elected Virginia Monger
fPresI Roslyn Guihennuec (Sec.) and Eileen Butler
/Treas ) Mothers' Club had raised $1000 by mid-year.
•  August 19: Ex-student Rosetta Fieri gained workexperience in the Grade 2 area. w k -44,
.  "Jonah Man Jazz" musical play (produced by Keith
Brereton) was performed at the Dandenong Festival and
!'°^'L^pfamS'"EnSment425, 14% transient, 132 speak
a language other than English at home, the largest group
''^'"^IntPmberie- Walkathon - $2000 raised (plus grant)
^ent tSards "Multi-Purpose Covered Area" walls.
,  ggp,ember 18: New enrolments day for children 5 on

r Septem'S^Weatherboards replaced on the rear of
T Odol3'e?2'student display at Waverley Gardens.
.  Odober: "Reptiles Man" visited the school,

nrtnher 11' Working bee.
2  mLr - approval for 50% grant against•  Novemb "multi-purpose room".

Walkathon pr "Christmas Jazz" musical (Grades 5
•  at Soringvale Elderly Citizens Club.
and 6) for the next year (1982) on the

theme^'S Year of the Tree" was prepared by children
and sold for $2-50. ^^jgical (Grades 5 &

6) wSperfSrmed at Benvick Anglican Church and Noble
Sn«e' for .he ,ear - 69 In, 79 on,.

cnrniment 394. (430 February 15)..  February: ^33 Appointed to the school. 23
.  Miss Meredith H laconese. Assistant
years later she is s
Principal, her seivih,
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•  Miss Lyn Bishop, an umpire for the Australian Softball
team, was appointed to the school. Miss Jennie Crawford
returned after a year of leave.
•  February: Teachers Brenda Mason (Grade 3) and
Jennie Crawford (Arts & Craft) both seriously injured in a
car accident and on sick leave for much of the year.
•  School Council: Rod Clancy (Pres.), Neil Turner (VP)
Rose Isma (Sec.) and Zola Ortenburg (Treas.). Gary
Matthews appointed chairman of Building sulj-committee
although no longer formally on the School Council.
•  February 15: Canteen prices list showed ham & salad
rolls at 65c, BigM (300ml) at 35c, Wagon Wheels at 20c
liconce straps at 2c and hot pies at 60c (63c with sauce).
•  February 21: Garden working bee.
•  March 20: Fete.

•  April. Multi-purpose room" brick walls constructed.
•  July: School policy document released.
•  Mrs Callow and Mrs McAdie on confinement leave
•  July: Multi-purpose room / hall completed.
•  July 30: Mothers' Club stall.
•  Jul/s "Harrisfield Herald" newsletter had a
"Newcomers Page" with messages from 5 Serbo-Croatian
students in both English and Serbo-Croatian
•  September: Enrolment 443. 98 students spoke a
language other than English at home, the largest grouoina
being Serbian (17). ^
•  Clubs at the school included cooking, construction
model making, sewing, calculators and games, for which a
Supplementary Grants application of $3634 was made.
•  September 6: Migrant parents night held in Greek
Italian, Chinese and Serbo-Croatian. '
•  September; Negotiations to extend hall: cost $20000
with half subsidised by the Region.
•  Sept-Dec: Principal John Harris on long service leave
•  September 30: Display of students' work at Waverlev
Gardens shopping centre.
•  October: Ms Brenda Mason back from sick leave.
•  October 20; "Joseph's Dreamcoat" performed by the
Music Club at the annual Dandenong Area Schools' Music
Festival at St Mary's Community Hall, Dandenong.
•  October 21: Walkathon raised $959.
•  October 31 & November 9: Garden working bees
•  November "Harrisfield Herald" reported:
- Mothers' Club street stall raised $170.
- Entrance to the neighbouring Jewel super-market had

been moved for the safety of children at the school
- A new sick bay was opened.
•  November 12: Gala opening of the "Multi-Purposp
Covered Area" / "multi-purpose room" - named
Macdonald Hall. The opening included the Music Club's
"Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat"
directed by Keith Brereton. Sadly, this occasion was also
the farevvell for Keith, promoted to another school. To this
day he is still the teacher with the longest unbroken
service at the school (22 years).
(More detail on the Macdonald Hall appears on page 33)
•  $2000 granted for gymnasium equipment for the Hall
•  6KB girls organised a "popcorn" day and raised $30
to help save a lake In the Melbourne Botanical Gardens
•  December 2: Mothers' Club Christmas lunch.
•  December 12: Twilight sports and sausage sizzle.
•  December 14: Staff and parents luncheon.
•  During the year parents Margaret CinI, Graeme and
Elaine Jukes and Graham Kilby formed a Safety House
Committee that oversaw the scheme's 1983 introduction
•  Excursions during the year included Werribee Park
"Peter Pan" (National Theatre), Puffing Billy, Royal
Melbourne Show and camps at Lake Wendouree, Ballarat
and Log Cabin Lodge, Creswick.

1983
Ash Wednesday bushfires (16 Feb). Australia If
won America's Cup. First $1 coins circuiated.

•  'February: Enrolment 431 (later 444).
•  Mothers' Club president: Shirley Craven.
•  April 21: School photos taken.

40^hous«^^^nr^ scheme, comprising nearly
was enrolment area,
•  Ga^ led by Margaret Cini.gary Matthews. Schnnt Gnrv^r^ittee & Cntmrii iQ7fi-fl9

punishment "Corporal
Pmv Thim' as part of Discipline
conc^rnmmjp or change possibleoncernmg this decision by the Minister".

W) T>k only I
Utitir

CTRACT FROM BEGULA-nON yxjV.-SCHOOL DitriPiisie

Inflitad "■« el thi puimJnrmt

it ihiJI b« rtwfved fep A«.. -I
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W I. ->^1 b. ~«'-
W The iwrawM .mployrt ,h.|| fr, ,

tasd, mSi if"' '"JIPl"* 'bt pupil en ihi ptlm of

mtj' audwrlit"*'*'' ^ Ttochtr tnd by luoh ntbtM tesdMn u he^ ̂ tf) It not be «ln,b,i„,r,e b, . .tudent l.wher.
'"•n of Uw **1 ftiiilihmeiit the

rt-,„ "uioruM by him to i«niet csrponi ponhhnini.
th. Om on wWcb the penUhmtw wi.

PiiUjhmmt. * * ^ "" l"P'' '>"'1 be entered In the Re(<tur of

WITH THE FULL REGOUTtON^ "oof «• 0- w —o th« i.

g!!!gi^[g:[l^rrisfield's''Register of Corporal Punishment"
the Bovmim'RnaH landscape plans for
•  sTpZmLr % school's land.other than English^Smmp'^ ^ language
Serbian (19) home, the largest grouping being

1984

Firet S^nX" VfI"' Australia Fair",unaay VFL. Medicare introduced.

•  "07).

•  A f^ f^others' Club Disco
-  ̂®P°rted:NeTTurn.r°A/B^ Kilby (Sec.),
- Hall Mothers' Club rep Elaine Jukes- SeLs ' n"? Kitchen com,^^ld- SerL'c 1?^,? provided.(this was the firs'! fuirwa"®! equipment

machine. kl,ch;^:ilra"rho7kf
Ad \% m°!k IPhPhes.
lly 13"po!!rwJulv 18- n fol ? Poppets" performed In the Hall.
Poster cornoetmnn ^ ^ ° computer course.

Bodanac and Rosa Toshm"^"^^' Cisterino. Dennis

The 1980s The 1980s at Harrisfield Primary School

•  July 23: The school's former librarian Shirley Burke
had a book published, called "Birthday Yo Yo" and
champion yo yo experts performed during lunchtime.
•  July 27: "Dress up as a book character" competition.
•  August: "Social background survey" reported 388
enrolled students, with 121 children speaking a language
other than English at home, the largest group being
Greek. 27% of the school's population was transient,
•  August's "Harrisfield Herald" reported:

- Mothers' Club supplied Hail kitchen internal fittings
-  770 dozen lamingtons sold in a "lamington drive".
-  a "counter disaster plan" had been Initiated
-  "Student Behaviour Management Policy" introduced

and a meeting for parents arranged for October 8.
•  Sept 14: Mothers' Club evening disco in the Hall ($2).
•  October 12: Directive from the Education Dept
(Westernport Region): If children were offered reduced
attendance times on their first day of school, Principals
should make the offer regardless of gender. Experience
may have suggested girls settled in more easily than ^oy^
but the practice of them attending for a shorter day cou
lead to complaints under the Equal Opportunity Act.
•  Excursions during the year included Healesville
Sanctuary, Dandenong Traffic School, a farm at
Hurstbridge and Dandenong Market, with camps at
Ballarat and Queenscliff.
•  December 31: The canteen was registered.

1985
Unleaded petrol went on sale. ,

•  February: Enrolment 378 (later 340).
•  School Council Pres. Rod Clancy, later
•  July: Enrolment 400+. Transient enrolment 30/o a
recent-arrival ethnic pupils 20% of school pop •
•  23 teachers, incl. specialists in Art, Library,
•  One portable classroom on-site.
•  Special programmes: computer, paren :
special assistance, supplementary grants
interschool sports. , ,
•  October 22: $60 donated to State Schools Relief.
•  October: Enrolment 360.

1986
Chernobyl nuclear disaster. US launched Aussat
11 Australia's first communications sa

February: Enrolment 325, later 329-
School Council president: Graham Kilby.
March: School camp problems when bu
March 17: Enrolment 322. . Parpnt Lex
March 22: Social Dinner Dance m hall.

Pirotta played in the band. DrinHnal John
•  August 15: Retirement function ^ with a
Harris in Macdonald Hall. Mrs Hagan P""® . g music
•■eclining chair and articulated reading "9 a, Qigrk'over he enjoyed the singing programme ^at^(grade 6 student) presented hirri w-th record ^
'ight classical music as a gift from the sch

This page ccKnowledges the
aenerous donation of stampsS by Jeanette » (nee
Sherriff). ex-student 1960-65. that
materially assisted
the 50th Anniversary Committees
2004 Christmas newsletter.

11« ^1L* I IT

- •• 5S>''L .■iJ'

FROM left, Denia Bodanae, Simon Donald, Wendy Sutherland and
Rachael Bull busy making cranes at Harriafietd Primary School.

Pupils work for peace
THE Inwrnational 1.009 ti^es Knowing wSm receive a crane.

v«ae ni Peflce Sss not she reaches her target the Some ol the excerpts read;gone unnoticed by pu-' Gods 8"nt h^ "AU J want is peace, peace
Biu in Grade Six at Mar- woh ■ • • to dies gj-og (tie land, no more
nafieid Primary School. heJore She maies tte l.MO bombs, no more ware, soAfter they read aod stud- and every year Japanese ptease stop ^liog and alltedtnestory oMo^d ^XmMthc'^othe?
ISlilil^r^'yaWlwho |Jer«plSr.fdr
dlesofleukaemiaasarM^ ctiiJdren wrote or one will be hurt, T want

ftrsTJSs'S

orful pUce on a oi^ > Pateison. has arranged the
ria^o a Son Peace Day. 6 spedalexerctse Insearehol

younB^'Snia August Mr Norrls win atso peac."
,  August 6: International Year of Peace day

1987
International share market crash (October).

•  Aoril 3- Government award and plaque presented by
Minister of Ethnic Affairs (Mr Peter Spyker) to Grade 5 BM
/Brenda Mason) for their involvement with, and support
for a group of Swiss tourists hospitalised in Dandenong
Hospital after a bus accident at San Remo on Fehrua^
16 Thev were also presented with the Premier's
Commission, given at the discretion of Premier John Caim^  ; : r- " '

/7V//2

^ammi^^toTz

i£e S^ref?2ier S^khria

- "/Jl< nv-<y/.v>i7..- fJx

J, ihoming commendatir comp,K\dm ami
to tk d(i>L'isJa:>'istmundi» the^t^JUqhigiiy-pibnMry i6iS^^.i9Si

jaacher

Wt: ■ SI

h.-.
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•  Enrolment 316.

•  Mothers' Club President: Margaret Patterson, Sec
retary Margaret Cini and Treasurer Jan Dalzeil.
•  School Council President: Mr Graham Kilby.
•  August: Mothers' Club street stall raised $101.
•  Mothers' Club funded new photocopier ($1900) and
Chocolate Drive money bought a colour TV and Video.
•  September: Computer on trial in the Office (later
purchased), staff car park reconstructed (with thanks to
Graeme Jukes and John Cini), automatic bell timer system
installed and Mothers' Club street stall raised $67.
•  September 16: Achievement Certificate from State
Schools' Relief Committee for $70 donation.
•  November 9: Enrolment 318.

•  November 10: School House sports day.
•  November 16: "Sleep-in" in the Hall for Grade 2GM.
•  November 17: Interschool sports day.
•  December 15: Carols program and family picnic night.
Teacher Mrs Jeanes coordinated the music.
•  December 21: "Graduation Disco" for Grade 6.
•  School Improvement Plan (SIP) funding received.
•  Excursions included: Jell's Park, Zoo, "Picnics in the
Park", "Wizard of Oz", Traffic School, "Herald" newspaper
and 3DB, "Carols by Candlelight" participation and camp
at Fraser National Park.

1988
Australia's Bicentennial. First $2 coins circulated.

•  A strong commitment was made to a Bicentennial
Programme, given 55% of the school's children were from
migrant background, 50% were transient at the school and
25% were from single parent families. Bicentennial
Program excursions had been planned to Heritage sites in
Bendigo, Ballarat, Coal Creek, the Dandenongs and
historic Melbourne, as well as "Australian Heritage" and
"International" Days at school. One excursion took in the
"First Fleet" re-enactment.

February: Enrolment 320 to 323.

vfldi bcr cvrarofitc nwi« 1
and cradt 1 clasi Irua a larir
tRirrar braair ̂ rr blacbbaaid.
Bat aba cajurat iKar bcr
pupJta.
Mn K laUJI)' deaf.
Silt wailed IS yranbetwMa

cra*aatlr,« at a teacher aad
mterlat 4 cJauroa& Whea

r.r>t,anl^ far a Jobwllb
Ihf EduaMlcrn Mlnltur »bt
ralM ULrincdlral: the cotUd
not w-ear an lid dansj ibe
iMarinr IriL
A decade, a (radaate dlpi»

r:ilri a

The teacher with

eyes in the
back of her head

. ar.da
lainily >atr.t, Mr* Krlei wa
accit>t«<] la wark «a aa
cwerfriKr teacbtr.
Out (hii Si-jcar-ald Uacber

has r.cTcr (>*o iti easltr- &be
"UchKicallr' failiiS yaar-tS
becauM »bc c«uM Ml bearttc
('.erniin sad Oraeh djclalloa
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off to Tajlcrs Collcft trhtre
3iott af Ibe woet wai kI Dj
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Sbe misted oul aa a
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six (ailed Ibt medical b«l waa
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(he had decided she vaaUd la
teach When trrj }oaa(
"I come L'om a faaUly af
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a job IB a deal scboal bal tbc
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sehaal to crow up baaaiu
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ffilChI raa *ut mid-lesion, but
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elaaoiM b at tbc cad of the
ramdor. clamt ui Yn-Jf,
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b»«b«»«d by the uaS* »ah.\.
The ehildira ihrieb aeaw«

and boUteroaaiy oakr tfaS
tcrrlns lat a vvtats «(
Mrs Ceieo itils

.«j lhi»,',Vr '•
tuSirs? * ■«'.
uL'.w- ^

The sM«a(a am laeirl* a-

SatMlka Bmn. |,
wh*a Mn i>,!?loW Iko dass ska waa deaf

Mrs Eeles (deaf ex-teacher, 1987-90) taught 3&4 this year
Need recognised for design of a "school frontispiece"

for more professional presentation of school publications,
o  March: Camp to Wilsons Prom, for Grades 5 and 6.
o  March 5: Corrective Services team completed odd jobs
•  March 11: Tree dropped limb during storm. A student
and teacher narrowly escaped injury. Tree removed.
•  March 13: Break-in and 2 offenders apprehended.
•  March 18: Mothers'Club Disco.
•  March 20: First of 6 working bees for the year.
•  April 19: Mothers' Club Doughnut Day.
•  June 17: Mothers' Club Fancy Dress Disco.
•  August: $90 to State Schools' Relief Committee.
•  Football team won premiership.
•  Karen Kennedy appointed as Canteen Manageress.
•  Raffle for Bicycle raised $1150.00 Profit.
•  "Grand final" fundraising: pupils raised approx
$230.00 towards purchasing sporting materials.

•  Language Policy Statement (1988) became accepted
school policy.
•  October 10: Enrolment "less than 300".

1989
VFL became AFL. Fall of Berlin Wall (Nov 9).

Thomas presided at the
dec^l!?! Hagan (now
l^v^r?' 1 Pnncipal and teacher at the school for'o years in total.

•  Few records survive for 1989, but recorded are"
- Enrolment (undated) of 315.

^3s both Canteen manageressand Mothers Club president.
School Council president: Graham Kilby.

- August: $150 donated for State Schools' Relief.
in year to erect the first

- rfmn f coloured playground equipment,'-^amp for Grades 5-6 to Fraser National Park.

1980s Reminiscences
r. ^ert Battv. hank nffi^^r, ex-student lQBn-A-^
fondiv n '"y '^^ys with Harrisfieldthe schorl? /'"IT 1'"^® enrolment I was a member of
roles of "lunrh ■ "important"
sure won hS "corridor monitor" (which I'm
ttie school h 1/ nowadays). I even remember when1983) 0°? 1! ^ severe' V^ars (until
tJricks Man^? raised enough money to purchase the
huddled uoHb ih windy lunch times were spented under the roof looking for a dry patchi

o'r-st..rtPntjiawmrent of HamQfioiH c;tudent
the f °^°°' Springvale town hall &ur about a green hand in the tunnel under the hill.

83 and parent ofglajana Tarko. ex-stijdent 1QH9.
gaagfieldstudent and
and the/ wpT°' "^y teachers
came frnr?/o 1 ^®y te help me lots as I just
HPS and mv^oI/f°^h a daughter still attends"^<3 ana my son finished in 2004.

*  Bachel Fava. ex-.ttndent 1flRn-R7
spaghetti ^dranlT'^lH Grade 2. The day we cooked
Red Wine" Evpo/h °h° listened to UB40's "Red
everv siihlprt r ^"te our diary, he made3o':Se';or'' ^
?  ̂̂ riqTe ex-studpot 1035-1 QQn
paSy"dJaVsh?'tp'^°h/ Mrs Eeles. was
still remembpr hn« ♦ alphabet and I
built a model of an aho .f" y®®""®' also

1980s Grade 6 Photos

Unfortunately this photo was not
located before publication date.

1980 Grade 6BM

f)1980 Grade 5&6

i

1981 Grade 6KE
. ^1981 Grade 6KB

1982 Grade 6KB
1982 Grade 5^JC .

Hi - '

©

1983 Grade 6BG

1982 Grade 6KE
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1980s Grade 6 Photos (cont)

The 1980s The 1980s at Harrisfield Primary School

1980s Grade 6 Photos (cont)
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1983 Grade 6BM
1987 Grade 6RM
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1984 Grade 6BM

1986 Grade 6RM

HAtRlinilO

PtMAtV JCHOOl

NOItl RARK

1983 Grade 6LB
1984 Grade 6WG

1988 Grade 5&6WLORAOf 4

^■1?^
1987 Grade 6WL

IW

I
hARtiSMtlO

mart tCMOOL

NOtll RAtK

MkKlliniV

rM>A«T KH»Ot

1989 Grade 6JA1985 Grade BBM
1988 CBrade BRM

if

oo 9nn5- Most of the 50th Anniversary SteenngJune 24, ....\Atarwick Meredith, Glenda, Julie, Bev, Jenny
SyMa S Barn, (photo Melinda McCabe)

1985 Grade 6DC

1989 Grade 6MN1986 Grade 6GF
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On the staff since 1982, Meredith laconese recalls her early years at Harrisfield.
My first memories of Harrisfield were of parking my car other exoensivp rraft maforiaio xu

in the Jewel Foodstore carpark early on the morning of the coXur^rwhrc;!^™^^^ f u
Monday February 15th 1982. 1 met another new teacher in fond memories Rebekah SmithPt?%h i activities with
the carpark and we both wandered around the school-yard class and fauoht at HnrHJT. -.In.''
looking for the office. I met the then principal. John hLhs wafpLmena gLL
who Introduced me to Infant Mistress, Maureen Hagan. Harrisfield There ^ daughter attending
Maureen's words to me were - Welcome and always n^o one ever
remember, you'll get more from Harrisfield students with a Some time dnr it.
spoonful of honey than with a spoonful of lemon. I have | nackPri nnr ̂  my three years in grade one Jan and
remembered this advice and have since passed it on to Grenda's hn^ ̂nH
many staff members. John then led me to my room where Market tn chna i v, \ Princes Hwy to Dandenong
I began what was to be a six week term at Harrisfield. heloers anH onl

Sadly I was appointed because staff members Brenda was a hit trirtw n « 10 children each in our care but it
Mason and Jenny Crawford had been seriously injured in nothinn nf f '??
a car accident at the Browns Road intersection a few days walkinn thrf ^ ^ tickets. Another adventure was
before. I was filling in for Brenda who hadn't had a chance ooenpri highway to the newly
to set up her classroom prior to her accident. There were That wa«: » r ^ ^ p corner of Elonera Road,
very few supplies in the room but it didn't take me long to chiirtrpn «/=. ^ Ihe whole store the
find out where Maureen Hogan stored the goodies. I have Thaf^ws French fries and a drink,
fond memories of sneaking out with Lyn Bishop, my next 'hoii-^r,^ a h oh so successful
door neighbour (and lifesaver that first year) during Sylvia chnmiat^o .1! * chocolate drive." We sold so many
Stollery's R.E. lessons to the sounds of children's voices was vprv i hi ^®''® cJe'ivered there
singing'Rise and shine ' to raid the junior storeroom. nothinn space in room 4 for the students, to say

After my initial six weeks I was told that it might be a thplamo Hagan's yellow Toyota when she ferried
little bit longer. I received this message many times that rwS, of many families,
year and finally when Brenda did return in October it was thp niha k ^ ® change and I moved to
decided that I should stay with 3BM now 3MH until the end two vp to teach grade 5 in room 18. For those
of the year. It was a fun year. I remember clearly being NationaTpp°rk^ ^ to Fraser
organised by 2 female students (Anne O'Hoy and Raelene Hioh phh sn f ̂^^''owed equipment from Dandenong
Wood) who were keen 'table tidiers' and finding it difficult dav^ m with camping equipment for
keeping up with the mathematical prowess of Chris SoLn Pn
Economou and being overawed by the perfect formation of ^ ® tent and driving mini buses all the wav The
Brett Smith's handwriting. We had lots of fun with table Halley's Comet and one niaht at
challenges where the teams were countries of the ^°t.nd of animals
Commonwealth and medals were made of colored sIpp^r ^ P®"'o we crawled out of our
cardboard to celebrate the Commonwealth Games. 3MH dre^rn ® group of students fullv
were typical Harrisfield students full of life and very loving. tpnn^ 1 ? P'aying 'spotto' in the dark and nrr^
The end of the year came and I was still there becauL hPml? There vJas no steeoina in for

Kris Elliott was going on long-service leave until May and I exnpr" "lorning. That was one of the most amazina
was to start the year with her grade 4 class. I had marry of .XThTsf h 'f® because ̂  rea^Thad
the same students but was now teaching with Cherie thpfr ̂  ^ comfort zones and watrhinn
Wilson (Mutimer) and Debbie Sewell. This was the year of was fantastic. Lake Eildon was verv low tha^
Ash Wednesday and I remember being in room 11 on that makin ® wonderful time playing in the lake and
particularly hot day. It was late afternoon and suddenly the ^ ^ ' don't think the students pvpp nof th2
weather outside changed and the wind strengthened We ?,^'r/eally dean. In 1987 a new ̂
had to close the windows because things were going Wild d^'® Liston (now Princfoal a^
outside. The school carport' had recently been converted Park) and he had a oasslnn fnr * k-
Into Macdonald Hall, complete with parquetry floor but no ®^^dents to play the drums - on their desk ton
toilets or cookirrg facilities. Ctrerie, Debbte and I decided to li^nch - during mfsi ant rLdTn "
have a sieepover for all of the year 4 students, it wa° 9°' "etter as the ye™ oZre^^a m ® P®!,"'.''-
terntic fun we had a sausage sizzle tor tea and hot rehearsed in the same tir?ie™tot
chocolate tor supper in the stattroom and then it was oft to Tj:'® ®'9^"®s at Harrisfield were oood fiTn wl h=H
bed, or so we thought. With no toilets in the hall we had students and a great staff Thpro » ^
that fun task of walking each child to the breezeway every 1" the school for resources and proqramr^ |pr°k w
time they needed to go - ail throughout the night and^ "f Principal in the eariy to Z eTh.i«
mean all throughout the night. Silly me decided to set up ^ "tatter what their level of exner pnrrt^TIf
my bed right next to the exit door. [jany varied responsibilities It wac x ?

After Kris returned I moved Into 1GG because Gail fondraising moved out of1h« h
Griffin had left to have a baby. I went from 18 settled Mothers' Club and into the hanri*: nt ♦ Ihe
grade 4 students to 34 very active grade 1 students. What because we told Jack we wanted tn malr, simply
a shock! Luckily I was working across the corridor from and not have to ask for small amounf«s at ^ fTioriey
Jan Smith (Colquhoun) and what a team that was. Every , • project was a whole schnni mlTh®" ♦k xk x
Friday afternoon Maureen took the students out to the [^aised enough money to ourchaQP an^ • "^®\b-a-thon that
portable for films on the old Eiki projector and Jan and I ®'asses. Maureen the infant "^f. ®6''ih9 fons
would plan for the week ahead. There was a lot of monev passionate about the wnifara principal
in the school at that time because we were part of the modelled this through her everv mn^ sfodents and
disadvantaged Schools Program. It was fantastic because ®be couldn't ooen her L There was
we had access to quality materials for book making and ,u ®®"®cted so many clothes fnr nn because she
ran a clubs program with activities such as hobbitex and ® Maureen was ^

wbo didn't put the kiL firJt'^'®® first, second and third.

The 1990s at Harrisfield Primary School

1990
Victorian High Schools mostly became known as
Secondary Colleges. 1c and 2c coins withdrawn.

•  Enrolment 300.
•  Kathie Jacobs employed as Canteen Manageress.
•  First Christmas Concert in the Hall - no charge.
•  School Council President - Graham Kilby

1991
USSR (Soviet Union) collapsed. Internet World
Wide Web made available for public access.

M W^^mm m Repainting of the schoolg  f; from green to cream started.
■  I Classrooms were painted after
■  ' the removal of wallpaper. Here

^  ' parent Mrs Van Dyk and her
-1 helper do some painting.
'' • Office of Corrections

'v offenders assisted with the
repainting and commencement
o^lbe garden revamp.

•  Stage 2 of new playground equipment was installed.
•  End of an era - Mothers' Club had a name change to
Parents and Friends Association at the end of the year.

1992
Poker machines introduced to Victoria.

•  The current Logo featuring the gum leaf and blossom
Was designed by Colin Harvey — parent.
•  Kathie Jacobs re-appointed Canteen Manageress.
•  Parent Participation Committee formed as a separateidentity to Parents and Friends Assoc. Aim - Par^
involvement with curriculum development a ^ould
participation. Coordinator Anne Nichoils. Pa;^^"!=
participate in activities such asfelci Expo, T.R.i. program (Totvards "f .
tutoring, Twiiight sports. Parenting al*' '® P™9^S.T.E.P., parent iibrary, SHARE and School concert^
•  Pergola started on North side of Junior Building y
Brad Alien; Angelo LiDonni and Michael Ferraro.
•  3-4 Camp to Gundiwindi at Silvan. ohiiiin uiand•  5-6 camp Island Bay Ranch, Newhaven. Ph. ^ Island
•  Collected $210,000.00 In Coles dockets
Computers and soft ware. artiriP In
•  Tarewell to Concrete bungle' n®wsP^^^^^^^
dune reported completion of the . _--ciatlon and
Plan funded by the Parents & ° offenders,
using working, bees and Office of Cor . pgying
The latter assisted also with removal o
for new gardens and with preparation o 9
•  December 3: School Christmas Concern ,.
•  Again awarded ANA prize for "Most improved garden
and grounds", Southern Region.

1993
Sydney awarded 2000 Olympics-
•  School started with 284 pupils in 11 class
•  Became a 'School of the Puture
•  Pergola completed on North Side ^ gp^es Curson•  Out of school Hours program ^un^bV Raneesand Margaret Abeta was closed after tw V
•  Bike Education for Grades 4, 5 & b®-•  Parents & Friends run Disco for ® ^

Doilarmite accounts opened for stud

•  Mural Launches featured in Channel 7 news &
Joumal newspaper
•  Cathy O'Brien employed as Canteen Manageress
•  Games Night/Auction. Community paid $20.00 in
exchange for Gambling (play) money, trying their luck to
build their 'bank'. At the end of the evening an auction
enabled them to spend their profits on prizes donated.
This fundraiser started in 1992.
•  Sleep-over in Meeting room.
•  Edna

ftom

the Cept
after of
service, including 3
separate periods of ^
service at Harris-
field, between 1956 ^^^^^^
& 87. She been
a  regional maths
consultant since'76.

1994
Native Title (Mabo) Bill became law.
•  Compulsory uniform introduced.
•  Parent Participation International lunch & dance night.
.  New brochure designed to publicise the School.
.  Shade area constructed outside junior wing by
parents Ian O'Brien and John Cannon.

1995
Current PM John Howard elected Liberal leader.Privatised Victorian electricity suppliers sold-off.
.  Fathers' day stall made $50.85 profit.
.  Mothers'day stall made $296.85 profit.
.  May enrolments-264 Pupils.
•  Bushwahzee Concert.
•  Healthy Food Day.

Irpafes?s°udents from Japan visit the School.
.  Hawthorn Footy players visit T. Hargraves and R.
?"'LrZati'!r^chnology Night organised for parents.

r, X k r 11 17- Grade 5-6 with Kathy Watson made a
Refugee week Qu«t for the local Language School.

nt rnbnHk'cJ Auniw* >'

From one school to another
iheii (cxlingt absvt r<rn{C«

KATHY WiUon intl V"'
sodcnls fnirn llirrisfixW PrimxC
jchflol tvccnily pmea'K'
.mhnnXiliTViH U stodXff®
>f NoMe Park BosHib Usg"***
ktooli -

Two Noble »a*>ei<» b"! broi
fexrartd in >
Irttiatliw SawUiie lonlag Na-
work fbiriiiB Refogw ***•
■n*, HBmflcM cUxx twitfttil Ite
p,w«MXi>dcl»o»e*ool'f°'»i""

ciperfcocei.
Kuhy CBughi ibcm to embroider

and Ibo lewll wu a bemirul wall
baoging and A qxcral fltperienco
ihind wjib Ibe Hndenu of Nobk
Put ELS.



The 1990s The 1990s at Harrisfield Primary School

Author Elizabeth Honey visited.
Change from Oil Heaters to Gas.

September: The Fire Brigade brought "Kit" the Fire
Dog to the school to teach children fire safety and the
need to crawl low in a fire situation, (photo Cathy O'Brien)
•  Teachers went on strike over LAP testing (Learning
Assessment Program).
•  Mould for Graduation key ring purchased by Parents
and Friends.

•  November 20: 'Cow

Pat Bingo' and Car Boot
sale raised $2200. Tickets
$5.00 with $1000 prize for
the lucky ticket/plot holder.
The community waited
patiently for the beast
(shown) to do its
"business" on the marked

oval. BINGO we had

success and a winner.

(photo Cathy O'Brien)

•  Special guests and School community invited to share
a special farewell luncheon for Helen Tumbull (catered for
by Parents and Friends). However she returned at the
commencement of the 1996 school year.

1996
Port Arthur massacre, Tasmania.

•  February 1; Enrolled 274. Average size 30. 55 Preps.
•  Bosnian multi-cultural aide employed.
•  Caromodel Clydesdale horses visit.
•  August 30: Trivia Night.
•  Survey to parents with logo preferences for Uniform.
Current Logo accepted.
•  Compulsory Uniform.
•  5/6 Camp to Port of Echuca.
•  Reading Recovery Program involving intensive
teaching at a ratio of 1:1.
•  Author and screenplay writer Chris Milne, author of
"Naughty Stones for Good Girls and Boys" visited the
School in May and read to students.
•  Gifted and Talented Students - Special program to
further extend abilities

•  International lunch and concert.

1997
Death of Princess Diana. Thredbo landslide.

•  Service Award presented for $76 raised for Royal
Children's Hospital Good Friday Appeal.
•  July - 255 Pupils.

•  Painting of junior wing.
•  Children participated in Toumaments of the Minds at
Monash University.
•  Fund raiser - baby photos of staff.
•  Parent Participation (formally Parents and Friends)
funded purchase of a key ring given to Grade 6 graduates.
•  Bushwahzee (Bush Band) workshop for students
during school hours with parent invited to join them for the
evening dance.
•  New play ground area established.
•  Shade cloth erected over sand pit.
•  Information technology room created.

1998
Australian astronaut Andy Thomas spent four
months In space. Devastating GIppsland floods.

•  February: Enrolment 255 pupils.

KPn»nH^i' "^Sazine featured crossing supervisors
" Davis with Harrisfield students

(centreWo presented by David Pool
"outstaLnif for ̂ helr
••iJlvauaWp^.^ School" through
Ray Heathr^t ""^oporation extended". Principal

(photo from Cathy O'Brien)

of cabtrrnnn^!^' Working bee team laid 2.1 km
installed 2 ^ & conduit,

terminated 4
'an O'Brien Kit ®^oh class room.
McLelland^npS th ^^onnon and Joe
under me thnn. backs crawling

1999

SnrRefr" East Timor.Republic Referendum lost. CityLInk opened

I  ̂"rolment 225 pupils.Hlay Group opened for business
installed in all rooms.
•  June 23: Morning tea for the
schools bursar for over 25 years
and longest-ever serving staff
member, Mrs Helen Turnbull,
farewelled on her change of school,
f he was presented with a briefcase

.f^e Parent Participation

^  self-confessed"netball fanatic", she is a life

S  Sphngvale andNorlhcote Netball Associations. She
I u years when the

main oval", but had seen or. i Pe'^ebles all over the
decline from 600 to currently numbers graduallytiy 225, as new schools opened.

The 1990s at Harrisfield School

•  Sovereign Hill camp.
•  Star Lab incursion for grades 5&6.
•  November 6: Election Day doughnuts raised $600.00
profit, while Facilities committee, (Kit Woodward, Ian
O'Brien, and John Cannon) under the supervision of
Meredith laconese, and ably assisting parents, trans
formed the old garden area behind the hall into the Play
Group play area. The old wooden play equipment was
demolished on the same day. All worlds carried out in
drenching rain.
•  Ramps constructed over Holiday Dec. - Jan. break.

Enrolments History

r.Ci''

:

•-•t'i Play; pa«ms, pupcs ana staH at HanMM Pitrnaty School In i'*

Socialising in the sandpit
' T familicj where bwh jiul up Ihc tb»J, ^
piiejB, work, coneera often cemret bulll a ufo ana In "•« -Ai many partnu of
"n "w children having a »afc and froundi. fl'"'''''"''"'®'
'"Puviwd anra in which lo play. TTw fetuK «« >0""**! P*"*- kwicwIu'

Wuhihijinniintl.andlbclackQf gfound e«)ui(imenu are miiaing t*"'w iheoTpw^« orjanised playgroup in Ihe ihadnf uwJpli. and the lehod will w,,hchildre««rf «niiUf
immediaic vkiniiy. jiaff and operate a regiHcred pUypwp w ..
^nu ai Noble Park-i Harrbficld ibe uan ot oext ye« iMefOteJmj«>«"i"»'>«

School Ki about crcaiing pewlr-built wpunmeni « ^ «hnol
at the Khool. Mining «ehool fac.l.t«»- ™

^'tlh a bit ol haid wort and Tcaciier Meredith lacoome u»d o"

November 17 nawsoaper cutting

1990s Reminiscences

•  >iohn Davies Ciassro"m helper ..u -iQRy _ mv
We arrived In Australia as migrants in eleven
Wife Nancy and our three children. Janet w
years old attended Harrisfield School m 1967 until
transferred to senior school in fnendiy and
recollection of Harrisfield School was th .
t^omely attitude of the staff and I have ̂ orid m
Assisting in the art room when I retired . ,g
office. The murals in the school hall are the
With my assistance. Later on '. hHdren
understanding about poetry and I discove French^re natural poets. My grandsons Luke and Glenn French
Were pupils at Harrisfield. and priest memories
a corridor of the school. They were the happ
ot helping at Harrisfield and I would still beautiful
now, but I am 82 and unsteady on my pms- its a oe
school. Good on you Harrisfield!

This page acknowledges
Warren, ex-student . -fTpgnJ
whose very early and significantrrn.o.he50.hAnn,ve^rsajv
Committee ®nabled
beoin the =^nnus planning

Yearly Enrolment Numbers

The figures below are derived from archived newsletters
and reports and may differ from official figures, but show
the number of students enrolled on the particular day of
each of the various reports during the year. For simplicity
dates of these reports are shown elsewhere in this book's
text, but not here. For any given year the total number of
individual students who spent time at the school will be
higher than the average daily enrolment - for example in
1968, not including Prep intakes and Grade 6 graduates,
110 students moved in and 110 moved out, with 701
different students attending for some part of the year (775
in 1973 appears to be the highest such "attendance").

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

183,204
261

334

384

338, 333

368, 380. 392
409, 389
412, 410
403, 412,410, 407.411
430, 423, 452
471.452
514. 518
540! 550. 551, 563. 567, 571, 575, 582. 603
603, 605, 603
578, 579, 591

633, 642, 640
654, 656
639, 645
626

628. 620, 603
596, 587
610

549. 550. 540
more than 493 (class photos)
516

459. 447, 465
429, 425
394. 430. 443
431, 444, 421
392, 407, 388
378, 340, 360
325, 329, 322
316.318
320, 323, <300
315

more than 289 (class photos)
more than 302 (class photos)
284

?

264

274

255

255

225

2000 208

2001 229
Zl ;ore.han229(c,asspho,os)
2003 247

2004 254.258
2005 242
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1990s Grade 6 Photos
1990s Grade 6 Photos (cont)

1990 Grades 6AM&6MN
1991 Grade 5&6M

1994 Grade 5&6I (photo from Cathy O'Brien

Unfortunately this photo was not
located before publication date

1991 Grade 5&6N
1991 Grade 5&6W

3 3. -
1995 Grade 5&6S

f'

1994 Grade 5&6?

1992 Grade 5&6M

1992Grade 5&6N
MUMM MMOOi

1996 Grade 5&6S

1995 Grade 5&6W

1997 Grade 5&6K1992 Grade 5&6W
1993 Grade 5&6M

1997 Grade 5&6A
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1990s Grade 6 Photos (cont.)

1997 Grade 5&6S

1998 Grade 6S (photo from Cathy O'Brien)

Unfortunately this photo was not
located before publication date.

1998 Grade 5&6W

limil

1999 Grade 5&6B

1999 Grade 5&6S

Ex-Harrisfield People

Some ex-students who married ex-students;
Kay Hoskin and Don Fraser
Sandra Wright and Michael Gogley
Theresa Dubois and Richard Carlson
Cheryl Gilchrist and Michael Carus
Jennifer Wood and Wayne Tyres
Heather Heward and Sean Webster

Ex-Harrisfield People
Carrying on the Educational Tradition

Stiirlpnte t..k_ ±t

nunn'ShThetundlSrThe?^ teachers very likely
sctol'^rori'b?7:|r'"' teach at the
refumJd^s^a teSer^fo?^^ ex-student 1958-64 who
RebpJh r. ! 1974& 1985.

-1987 who

student teacheMn"l 9%'^*"'^^"' 1961-67 who returned as a
as a studenl teacher 1960-66 who returned
Mark Kosach ex-student iqri c-r

Springvale Secondary College. currently Principal of
Jim Veal, ex-student 1955-'iQ -t
Priman, Schools In Victoria, the iJ-rfod tte^Aj^""
Jsnn, Duooan toe. v„ a ' ,.

The 2000s The 2000s at Harrisfield Primary School

2000
Olympic Games held in Sydney. Predicted Y2K
computer bug had little impact. GST introduced.

•  9 classes. August census 208 -110 boys & 98 girls.
•  Triennial review: "the school has 20 different nat
ionalities represented by a majority of overseas students —
Yugoslav Republic, Vietnam, Cambodia & Sri Lanka. 48%
speak another language & 32% born in another country .
•  Building of Mali veranda by Councillors Ian O Brian
and Kit Woodward, with support from staff and parents.
•  Chocolate Drive made $3120.00 profit.
•  Parent Participation prepared a Recipe book for sale.
•  Priority for new Charter - to implement the Health and
Well Being policy.
•  A combined schools fete at Burden Park raised
approximately $1000.
•  Gym Bus attended by all grades.

5-6 camp to Echuca.

"Question Time" during a Victorian Parliament excursion.
I from Cathv O'Brien)fphoto from Cathy CJ onen;— —j

•  There's no Business like Show Business" j:oncert^
Noble Park English Language School. Staff a
Tail Feather".'  F©3th©r"

•  Parent computer program run over several weeks to
"skill up" parents for the technology world.

2001
September 11 terrorist attack in New Yor

•  February 28: Enrolments on census day totaled 22a^
•  Glenda McCabe (School Council President d 9 ^
the artwork for the school's cards, with Kate S
staff) assisting with paintwork. , j„nfc toast
•. Breakfast Program began, offering students toast,
juice and an exercise program. ,
•  Tim Holding M.P. presented .heir services
Volunteer certificates to worthy recipient
to the Harrisfield community. MoHaillons to
•  Students received Commemorative Medallions
.^lebrate the Year of Federation.

•  Harrisfieid students ''On^the air" in
program on Community Radio 97.7
ttie photo are .liianita Coakes and Jacin — .

. ̂ rvf .SrhOO .
Jiioio are juaniid ouarxco — .

—

Relocation of playground from front o c
Relocation of sand pit into old shelter
Relocation of sick bay to office area.
External & internal painting of School.

$1000 00 Grant received for Asian studies. Chinese
Zodiac was the' 'Year of the Snake'. Each member of the
school created a Snake Scale (283) resulting in a 12
rnetre 3D snake permanently displayed outside the office.

2002
Bali bombing kiiied 202 inciuding 89 Australians.

.  walkinq School Bus established. Route: Ardgower &
Kelvinside Roads corner to Through Rd and Bowmore Rd.
•  March 18' AGM Guest Speaker, Melanie Vivian, a
plaver with the Melbourne Kestrels netball team.
.  Uniform - introduction of tunic and skirts as optional

r^'^lJultiSjlturai Quilt, representing 17 countries Harris-
Seld P^S^dents originated from, was displayed at 'Proud
fo PaSate^hop in Leonard Ave, Noble Park.
.  Ail full-time teaching staff nominated for the
?*''chTs''RotheT(ex^stu^^^^ 1957-59) won a "National
LcaSi in Aching » NT Region.
.  Prpns visited Chesterviiie Farm.
.  sZ\ fences erected around the main building and
play ground block.

' Novemter New garden area was established at the
^^""'"Mln^Dav'TMake a Difference Day) saw children go
Lri Sjt weeding and keeping the school clean. Theymad about we 9 jg^j 200 native trees.

^'^^DriJ/ein movie on School oval screened Monster Inc.

2003 Asia disrupted travei and trade.
Iroopsfi""" invasion of Iraq (March).

.  Mnrch 29: Harmony Day. Students learnt about
different countries and cultures.
.  Life Educa^ ̂̂ g","raised qq qq
•  "Cuppa for C g Certificate from the
.  John Tayior commitment and Effort overDepartment of Edu^p.^g^ School.
many years at Harri g ̂ gj,y
•  Tibetan flag ^ Difference.
reminder that we participated in both
.  Arts Fiesta, n ^ggg^gg painting and
performing arts ana fli^making.
photography, to dan^ dance raised $672.00.
.  Rock and roHc Corner in

Grades 3-4s iww

Emerald. gchool Day attended by about
.  September 4 ^ including 7 original students.
30 ex-students and
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The 2000s

•  Allan Griffin visited the School, donating Aust. wattle
trees to commemorate the victims of the Bali bombing.
•  11 classes. Enrolment in December 247.
•  Graduation night - Scholarships presented to worthy
Grade 6 students for Involvement at HPS, Love of
Learning, Demonstration of ACE values, and Leadership.
The sponsors were Tobin Brothers, City of Greater
Dandenong, and BASF Australia.

2004
Boxing Day Tsunami killed 230000+ in SE Asia.

•  February 11; First meeting for the 50th Anniversary
J|gg£!E!g_Commjtteg^^ day set for July 30, 2005.

STOP

SIOP
Crossing supervisors Joan and Ken Davis were fare-

welled after 21 years and 13 years service respectively.

•  Japanese filmmakers featured our students in an
Educational Video for the film "Australia's Multiracial
Society, Social Services and Cultural Affairs".
•  April 1-24: Students exhibited their works in
Harrisfield's "My Special Place" Art Project at Walker
Street Gallery in Dandenong (see Arts section).
•  254 enrolled students from 35 language groups.
•  Principal Fran Luke awarded an Australian Council of
Educational Leadership Fellowship.
•  Knitting Club for Grades 5-6 students with CWA.
•  August: Dean Hutton (host of Curiosity Show) visited
the School for our Science Show.
•  District Netball and Soccer Champions.

SCHOOL SLOWDOWN

We ask parents of children at Noble Park's Harrisfield Primary
School for their views on permanent 40km/h school speed zones.

Qordanj Dudukovic, Noblo
PatU: I think they should
illtV,}/S hlivo ll (•lOklll/h spcvd

DabbSo Jaasz. Nobie Paric ft
makes sense that the traffic
woukt fx* bufue&t u. the

ar*d ariemoom bat
tttero '£ rjof mt/cft sense in
home dOknvh Utnas ectstde
those tunes.

Saeed^ghanlan, Harrisfield-
Dehnitety atound schools ii
sliouklLti 40kni/h. Alter
S.SOpni If there are no k'tfs
around Igues s if '£ au noht
OcCOkjit/h.

Megan Wfittahef, Hobia
Pafk:ilii/nk xiimteversafety
lie can to children at

ochooNsgood. A driverat
dOkm/h has much more
ability fo 5fop then a drfver at
hOk/iyh or 60km/h. The/
ttavD it in NSW and it '* e
ivondcfful system.

Ohoys Forbet, NtMo Park: /
ttUnkyvuntieddOkm/h, even
duftr^,lhcday t (tmk it needs
tobepermanont.

Natalie tfoysborautth-1
think it shoutd be just dStH^
school hours. fhfiyatHjuiJ
definite'/bo dOkm/hSg
pickup or W drop olt imies
it's not t'tol badfordrrveri
that nay. but iln .lOkm/
hall the time you'd have
traffic problems.

•  Student Courtney Merrett won a $600 Rotary Club
writing competition.
•  Fourth in Chess Club tournament.

Grade Six performed progressive dance at their
graduation night.
•  December enrolment 258, with 33 Grade 6s finishing.

2005
Harrisfield Primary School turns 50 on July 4.
•  Average size of class 18-20.

February: Enrolment 242 (highly transient, 39 preps)
fPmSSnf? office bearers: Glenda McCabe
LlSh Singh (Vice Pres.),Meredith laconese (Treasurer) and Julie Dickson (Sec.).
•  Up date to plumbing.
•  Staffroom refurbished/ extended, old sick bay gone.

1=

•  New Style bomber jackets introduced for Grade 6

Placed a? HP^ Kobayashi from Japan
.  i?,i?J^ u by a family).July 4. Hamsfield School turns 50.

Saturday July 30: 50th Anniversary celebrations day.

2000s Reminiscences

P^-'=itudent ig.S.rv.qfl

^  """"cillor 'Tfl-Rns
grandson to fhp ni myself this year taking my
the thkd nlni? Macdonald Hall. So this Is
ScSSnf S^fL" "ko before it is very
coroS by MLiE' Playgroup I wasschool for 20 uearc b laconese who has been at the0 years, so the wheel goes full circle.

Harrisfield non-Classroom Staff
(these lists may not be complete)

Office Staff- '

Helen Turnbull 1973 - 99
Gloria Kashmiri (P/T) 1991 - 92
Sonlta Devi (P/T) 1997
Kate Steel 1998-2005
Debbie Gillies 1999 - 2005
Canteen Managero-
Margaret Greenham 1976 - 77
Florrie Draper 1977-88
Karen Kennedy 1988 - 90
Kathie Jacobs 1990 - 93
Cathy Q'Brien 1993 - present
cieanera-

Mrs Williams 1955
Mr and Mrs Van Wonderen 1955/56
Mrs Zaiitis 1956-1973
MrM. Boyd 1970s-1980
Mr B. Cashman late 1970s
Mark Farrell 1980s
Mr S^LeGassick early 1980s
Lee Farrell (P/T) 1980s
Martin Pullen 1980s - 1990s
P. Cashman late 1987
^^/bc'fTumbull (P/T) late 1980s
Allan Brown 1988 - 1990s

'inlirn-T^ Ariagarda 1990sJulie Dickson 2003 - 2005
Rosie Chaplin 2003 - 200.*^

% The 2000s at Harrisfield Primary School

2000s Grade 6 Photos

-  '

2001 Grade 6
2000 Grade 6

2002 Grade 5&6S

2002 Grade 5&6K

2004 Grade 6

2003 Grade 6
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The ARTS

•  1958: Weekly music instruction by a visiting specialist.

•  1961; Teacher Keith Brereton posted to the school.
Applying his talents and enthusiasm, musical appreciation
was embraced at the school during his 22-year tenure.

•  1962: I can remember being part of the school
musical play, a dwarf in Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs, on presentation night / Parent Teacher night.
•  Photo & comment: Gary Liddy, ex-student 1956-1962.

•  1963 December: Grades 4-6 re-staged "Snow White".

Grade 6 teacher Keith Brereton was the driving force
behind musical appreciation and development at the
school. During the 1970s and 1980s a number of very
popular stage shows were performed by the students
under Keith's directorship, including "Oliver", "Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat", and "Jonah Man
Jazz", These productions were both ambitious and very
entertaining and were held variously in the Noble Park
High School assembly Hall, the Dandenong Town Hall, the
Noble Park Uniting Church and later in our own
Macdonald Hall. It was also during this time that Keith
Brereton composed the school song.
•  Gary Matthews. School Committee & Council 197R-bo

•  1966: Mr Johnson was a Beatles fan so he decided
to get four of us Grade 4 boys and make us into junior
Beatles. There was George Janson, Gary Tippett, Greg
McGill and myself John Liddy. George and I played our
namesakes. I cannot remember who Greg and Gary
played. We had plastic wigs and guitars. We learnt two
songs 'Do You Want To Know A Secret' and 'All My
Loving'. We sang to our class and Miss Johnson's class. I
thought it was fantastic fun and to this day I am still a great
Beatles fan. I don't know what we sounded like, as j
cannot sing to save myself.
•  John Liddv. ex-student 1962-68.

•  1967 December 18: Another staging of "Snow White".

•  1970 Nov 6 & 7: An ambitious production of "Oliver!"
was staged in Springvale High School auditorium to great
acclaim. (Keith Brereton Producer & Musical Director).

The Festival Theatre Company subsequently audit
ioned and used our "Oliver" and "Artful Dodger" for their
own production of "Oliver!" at Camberwell. Costumes were
based on those in "Oliver and his Friends", the book of the
movie. Purchase of the rights gave us a full orchestral
score for 6 months, even though we used only piano and
organ. Several ex-students came back from secondary
school to play parts.
•  Keith Brereton. Harrisfield teacher 1961-82.

•» A * « : s p 111 a PsiH*»T acHODi

PmanU

Mut0at*lMien o* 4,c. wiuiwyi Lte.;

•tax*, ptmr * t,Mc« fr,r

llCaCi MAT

1 Hrtto] Olrv^Ur

*itM wrarrei

acAnam ani t 7tM, i»to

SPRiicyur Hjo. som *aiToiiui

!'OL!V£R"

-Sp<!<.£u/ Chrhstmas tsfue .. n-

includin^the^co^r^of t!?e'n ̂ hi reports,
(editor- Colin Tvmc Scouts magazine

^ « io ciftify tAat.

'  " dttrtna

U

hjtcia-

• A simple
"Performers

Certificate"
had been

designed for
presentation
to students

participating
in musical

productions,
(copy - Keith
Brereton)

plays were°^ a reou'lar^"''^' performance of
accompSedsLe^^nil Brereton, anon stage. It was a ma^eiioi'^If children their first chance
school choir competing at theWth regard t^schoof piLs Si"""?
important to me. Myself a^d rfc,
on to Noble Park Hioh ®^°*^6rs, who had moved
some of Te adult rot. ^ack to play
Two of my bmthers Grimwig)
(one of the boys) viere bom Kevin
White as Oliver Mv twn ntl 1 with Peter
David, also attended the <5rh fL Stephen and
time to join in. Quite a few Ha°rricfi"lH'r'®
play in the Festival Theatre S ̂ to

co-oriT-r
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school also did a production of the musical Oliver last year
where my eldest son took part as a workhouse boy,
completing a family tradition I guess, after so many years.
•  Ron Exner. Munich, ex-student 1962-67

I have very deep and fond memories of Harrisfield in
the late 60s. Keith Brereton directed the first musical in the
school - "Oliver". It was the first time I ever wore a
costume and performed on stage. I was in the chorus. I
remember one little boy in rehearsals getting over-
enthusiastic about his role as a pickpocket and he snuck
up on Mr Brereton and stole the pay cheque out of his
back pocket. We all fell about laughing. Of course he
gave the pay cheque back. I was 7 years old and it was
totally magic. I got the bug for performing and I went on to
become a theatre restaurant actor and freelance television
actor. I now teach Drama myself at Buckley Park College^
•  Margie Pelleorino fnee Bainbridoe'). ex-student 65-7 .

I have very fond memories of singing in the choir with
Mr Brereton.

•  Suzanne Johnson, ex-student 1966-72.

I still remember teacher Judy King playing her guitar
and belting out some cool tunes. Those were the ay ,
a care in the world.

•  Eddie Jo.st. ex-student 1971-75..

•  1976 August 14: Participation in Schools Music
Festival at Noble Park High School.

1976 November 4,5 & 6: "Oliver Twist" was staged,
essentially a repeat of "Oliver!"from luru-

y

Btl*

1,1, irii run-—■

,  1 irlent 1970-76.
Above items - Leanne

phris Wenn as Rill Svkes, withil^ft. JplTotoU)^annic^

SofromKeit^^

HARRISFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

presents

A MUSICAL PLAY

OLIVER TWIST

noble park high school assembly hall
^NOVEMBER 1976 8t 8.00 p.m.

Children: $1.00 \ Iq
Adults: $2.50 ^ "

1976 ticket (from Leanne Manniche, ex-student 1970-76)

-IP."

^197^ay9: Grade 6 performed "A Minstrel Show" at
the rnpHonnnn Youth Music Festival.

t

L
.  necember 13: "Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dream Coat" was performed at Noble ParkSecond^^ry College Hall. Keith Brereton musical director.

This page donated by Ron Exner,
ex-student 1962-67, whose predec
essors migrated from Germany in
1857 to Dandenong. In 1959 his
parents moved to Ambrie Crescent.
Ron relocated to Munich in 1990 as
Director Research and Development
Packaging for Kraft Foods.
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1979 August 14: "Jonah Man Jazz", presented at Dande-
nong Music Festival, used many of "Joseph's" costumes.

•  1979: An end of year concert featured a variety of
performances by different groups from within the school.

•  1981: "Jonah Man Jazz" musical play (produced by
Keith Brereton) was performed at the Dandenong Arts
Festival (April 7) & Noble Park Uniting Church (May 4) and
a "Christmas Jazz" musical (Grades 5 & 6) was performed
at venues in Springvale, Noble Park and Berwick.

•  1982 September 26: "Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dream Coat" was performed at the Noble
Park Uniting Church".

•  1982 November 12: "Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dream Coat" was performed at the opening
of Macdonald Hall by the Music Club: director K. Brereton.

My greatest memories include the many musicals we
did during my time at Harrisfield. Beginning with choirs
competing in the Dandenong Festival we followed up with
a couple of productions of "Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs". For the Dandenong Festivals we did shortened
versions of "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat", "Jonah Man Jazz" and "A Minstrel Show". Two
productions of the complete "Oliver!" (1970 and 1976)
were the highlight because of the standard we achieved
through enthusiasm and cooperation of the children and
parents. Students who took part still reminisce whenever
we meet. The production of the complete "Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat" as part of the official
opening of Macdonald Hall in 1982 served also as my
farewell to Harrisfield after 22 years and remains as my
final memory of hours of rehearsals ending in colourful
energetic fun.

•  Keith Brereton. Harrisfield teacher 1961-82.

I  loved art class and library times. A bunch of students
painted a mural that was to hang at the Noble Park Pools.
A year later when I went to the pools with my high school
class, there the painting was, in the girl's changing rooms!
I was thrilled at the prospect of having a piece of art on
public display. It's a great feeling for a 12 year old! iVe
since been keeping myself busy in the arts field, ... doing
what I love to do, writing and performing my own work.
•  Lenq Te. sono writer & performer, ex-student 198.'^Qn

!—1994 Christmas concert outside Macdonald Hall.

Grade 5&6 performing in Bushwahzee.

1999 Another Bushwahzee performance,
(above 3 photos from Cathy O'Brien)

• 2004: Apr 1-24
The "My Special
Place" Art exhib-

,  ition, highlighting
; students' diversity
' of culture and
homelands, was
held at the Walker

Street Gallery in
Dandenong.

Noblfpark^lPli'rS®^ Time" staged at
School's 50 vSr? ^celebrating Harrisfieldcnool s 50 years (script by Patrick Hughes and actors).

2005: "Harrisfield Harmonies" adult choir was formed.

1992: Preps put on a colourful performance in the Chrktmac n :• \__ Col Jglj'

SPORT

•  1955: Very early in the school's life some sporting
activities were held on a paddock on the Eyres farm
across the highway. These were relatives of Edgar Harris,
after whom the district was named.

•  1956: Regular swimming instruction was taking place
at Dandenong Municipal baths.

•  1956 - June Newsletter: "The Dandenong Distrid is
now divided into two sections for competitive sport. Our
school meets Noble Park and Springvale in football and
basketball".

•  1956 or 1957: The girls marching team was coached
to shield-winning performance at the School Sports y
parent Mrs Marion Veal.

•  1958 February: 110 children were reported as having
swimming instrudion at Dandenong Baths.
•  1959 April: The Inspedor reported that 'The recent
introduction of the 'House System' should see hedthy
rivalry in sporting events.". The houses were
Callander, Dixon, Bowmore and Princes after t^e streets
surrounding the school, later to be known by their colours-

1962 Football Team
(cutting Gary Liddy)

Unbeaten—until they lost grand final
M

but stm smrinir.
youprig Harrlallcld 4

, School footballers i
tiixV themselves a bit ]

formicy only lost '
match for the sea- i
— and It had to be.
Kinnd hnnl! And then I

"oveton West only beat'

!hel" 2 points. Htro
pictured with;

sportsmnster. Mr.;

Clayn^j Studios. Clayton

Girls MaVchiria Team Winnora 1964

•  1964: April: The Dandenong JournaJ repo
^en it comes to marching the (opposite
^arrisfield State School are tops. Both th
^°P) and girls' (above) teams w .
pandenong District State School sports
^Sggher Mr Keith Brereton was coachingj}] —

t  gJFg ^ Bn—

Boys Marching Team Winners 1964 PhctofrCTn Colin 6to«t» |

•  1972: Football and Basketball successes and won
shields for team events and sports aggregate at the
annual distrid sports.

•  1973: The school won both shields in B division
(Athletics) at the interschool sports.
•  1977: Aug/Sept: Netball "A" won the local sports
assodation final.

•  1982' October 7: "Harrisfield Commonwealth Games"
were held and "Hong Kong" team won the T-Ball final.

•  1987- Successful in winning the Athletic sports, and
the rr.r^*hoii and soccer teams reached the Grand Final.

1988 Football Team

•  1989 Netball State Cha^ions
A M A

lv«nii Olavlc, (D$ fAH? KR CMM HlWUt
Krlaty PareA:****' -

gmt WtTWU.



1955-2005 Sport at Harrisfield Primary School
early 1990s: Students had their last swimming

instruction by classroom teachers at Noble Park Pool.
Later instruction was by professionals at Monash Pool.

1995 Cricket Premiers

rto-Cfwan Ng. Michaal Mo«bgy, Sov S«*v Chris Dovts. OonJ Chsntf.
FhONT: Brad An^js, Oavid Allard, Rctwt Forraro (Captain). Akesh (Vie»^ap(alr\). Artie Tang. Bratt Oocxtean

(Absarrt Marlon Parcara.)

COACH: MR SIMON >gmoT

June 2001: The Melbourne Age; Sports-related
comment by that
inveterate writer of
"Letters to the
Editor" - Roman
(Horowyj) Horoway,
ex-student 1957-63.'

I thought the penalty for throwing a
pie Into someone's face in public
was one month's jail, or is Sam
Newman above the law?

ROMAN HOROWAY, Mount Martha

•  2004: District netball and soccer champions.

•  2005: District Athletics Champions (first time in 15
years) and Group C Rugby League Champions (first time).

Sporting Reminiscences

•  Jim Veal, retired school Principal, ex-student lOS.S-riQ
Dandenong District Sports Day:
Harrisfield School was relatively small in its early years
and we languished near the bottom of the District Sports
point score. We had a few good athletes, and loads of
determination, but the 'big' schools had the advantage.
Then 'The Plan' was hatched and things really changed
for the better. Mind you, it took a lot of time and effort, but
it surely wiped the superior smiles off a few faces from the
other schools. Let's go back and get the story 'straigtit
from the horse's mouth' as the saying goes. Mum recalls
that the Harrisfield School Mothers' Club was a very active
organisation, keen to support school activities whenever
possible. When Mr. Goyen approached them with a
request to make uniforms for the girls' marching team, the
mums were rearing to get the sewing machines running.
He invited them to watch a training session. As they
watched, Mrs. Stark came up to my mum (Mrs Veal) and
suggested that if she looked after mum's toddler, then
perhaps mum could go out and assist with the training, ip

situations like this, it always helps to have some inside
information, and Mrs. Stark knew that mum had been a
Drill Instructor Sergeant in the W.A.A.A.F. during World
War 2. In her own words, mum says she asked the girls if
they,wanted to win the shield. Following their enthusiastic

fu them up in height order, arranged themwith tallest at either end, ranging to shortest in the middle.
Once forrned into three rows, they learnt to move in time,
^ ^ 66l. right wheel and to stop. Training was heldre^larly after school until sports day arrived. The team
performed to perfection, won the shield and set a pattem
for the ensuing years. Harrisfield kids could match the

ran II schools. As 3 footnote, mumrecalls that the teachers organized for the team members
to bnng flowers to school from which they made a huge
bouquet and presented it to her as a 'thank you'.

*  gary Liddy. encinRsr, ex-studonf 1956-1962.
ni'avinn f resembled a minefield from
foraTLn° T' recollections of going home with a
such ® °t^®r times with none,
Stra I » field. Many hours
of vL swapping marbles and discussing the virtuesof various colours, "catseyes" and marble sizes.

wo mounds of dirt from the building
mtteri Si I P'^yground for some years and the
Due to tha ̂  n as long,
have nell
a fiat 'uaa' ®riough, but it was also shaped like
ceJt Tha S water down the

^  ""

to Dfov was not much level ground
foe arerwa.f ^o. However, once
our heartci ^^wn we played to
IdSrsrhnnT^t"'- ® home with wet,
trouble i hnma^I°®! 9®' '"to
On rearhinn "'y 90°^ school shoes,

at footv Wa ' represented the school
reached til! """h pur entire home and away games,
down! ^ ®

swimm?na^'nn!!i'^f'^ bussed to the old Dandenong
Senior Cart^fi ♦ swimming lessons and gaining the

MjiiSi.f'^"!'!' director, av-ctudent 1962-67
activities- all tha ̂  organized physical
also incl'uriinn T x "®thall and football but
trnei baJ et '^®^®hing teams,interihodi even sT he' ,h ̂
Market The ch i- P the Dandenongwarxet. The school's woollen football jumpers were solid

t^hmi" ^ "H' o n'^e 7Z (ve^
was too hdtil°"'n°"®f^ them in water that
ScuSlv ap- team was pretty good,
successfull Nobie'p"a v I players in the very
Steven lake's father [ ""'°r Football club coached by
ClubrSteven want T S Melbourne FootbaN

This page donated by Gary Liddy
ex-student 1956-62. Married to
Cheryl since 1974 and very proud of
their son, just turned 21, Gary grad
uated as an engineer, worked in
focal government and is now Works
Engineer at Fawkner Cemetery.
Interests are golf & outdoor activities

Sport

•  David Estopoev. ex-student 1962-65.
John Hull and another John, cxiiiided above my head in a
game of football and both split open their left eyebrow -
ouchi, but thanks for leaving me out of it.

•  Russell Noms. entertainer, ex-student 1966-69.
I was in red house, "Callander" I think they called it, and I
was the fastest mnner in the school, but when the school
athletics came around in 1969, I was shifted to Springvale
and won the 100 yard dash, triple jump and high jump for
Whiteside State School. My friends from Harrisfield gave
me so much s...!

•  John Zambrans. ex-"*''ripnt 1962-69.
Here's a bit of Harrisfield Trivia for you.
Question- Which Former Harrisfield student went on to
become a VFL Player, playing for both Melbourne (under
foe coaching of Ron Barassi) and North Melbourne
(premiership team) and is now the team manager ot tne
AFL Fremantle Dockers?
Answer: Steven Icke j ̂  ora
Question: Dixon, Bowmore, Princes and Callander are
what and what were they named after? k„.,cq
Answer- Streets surrounding the school. ..
school names. From memory I think DIXON was ,
princes was yellow, CALLANDER was Red
bowmore was Green. . . .u
Editor's note: Ttre liouse names later
colours. In the early 1990s they S
current Banksia (blue), Heath (yellow). Waratah (red), and

aSSlTsLs wh.™ »e,e « rn»r school spohs
held? .
Answer: Old Dandy show grounds, just behind t e curre
Dandy market.

•  John Liddv ex-stude"t 1962-68 ^^nrie^r and I a1^: Mr Adams was a keen St K'jda snP^er^agJ^a
mad Essendon supporter. On the Fnday , gj^Q^j^jng
Final he had drawn a picture on the Wackboard^show
St Kilda winning the Grand Final. Essen
Monday it gave me great delight as a ni
foto class and watch Mr Adams chang

■1S§7: I was only small in those days it was|be school football team I never sto°d ^ ^
a practice game in the second tea ^^oach

greatest game ever. Steven icke (cu^ Kangaroo player)at Fremantle and former Demon and^^
Was captain of the football team. PjaV ^ ^ gnd Ifecond team that night. We killed the fjrs^t team^^
thrashed the fi rst team centreman. . -g very angry,
fooment after the game Steven ^id never get aHe told me that while he was olaved three games
game. He was right, because I only playe
the following year after a serious illness.

Senior teacher Syd Bainbndge was
larHr.« I \/Fi fnotball.

Merna Slattrry, Fgcpndon Tan_3jii!giJi-^^
Senior teacher Syd Bainbridge was needed help inlacking knowledge of VFL g. g^an Woodman, a
baching the boys. I '»ber that Brtan ^
aludent at Springvale ^ i„ to lake training.
South Melbourne player, was ca\ children who
Syd's expertise included fir^ aid, . d. I recall that
^are injured were always perfectly volleyball
®n area of the grounds was o®"®J®^: J
l^acame an activity for the teachers a

Classroom Staff List

Teachers and Aides 1955-2005

See page 50 for non-classroom staff

Some 20 or more teachers from the 1960s and early 70s
are unidentified and missing from this list. Some named
may be honorary position holders. Dates are a guide only.
Women who changed names while teaching at Harrisfield
have both names included, with total service beside both.

Adams Kevin J (65) # Ainsworth. Nancy, Ms (69-71) #
Aitken W (Mina), Miss (63) # Allan/Allen. Brad (91-92) #
Allen Ronda, Ms (93-941 # Ailinson. Gladys, Mrs (55-60) #
^'ar Ida Mrs (55-61) # Antal, V. Mrs (86-88) # Arqyro-

Mrs (89) # Armao. John (81&89-92) # Arney,
Corel"M° * Arthurson. Catherine, Mrs (75) # Attwood,
Margaret M, Ms (63-65) # Bahr, Catherine, Ms (94) #
Bainbridge, Sydney (66-70) # Bajgue, Pamela J. Miss (68)
# Banks Jan, Miss (96-98) # Barker, Alison, Ms (91) #
BaTi^'Pam, Mrs (92-05) # Barretto, Sharon, Ms (01-05)
# Barton Mimi, Ms (99-02) # Batchelor, Karia, Mrs (97) #
LS, Nadja, Mrs (03-05) # Bishop, Lyn, Miss (82-85)# Biviano Ann-Marie, Miss (92-05) # Bgjger, Suzanne, Ms
(sfffBond, craig (98-00) # Booth, Sarah, Ms (04) #
R_,,-hp7Tl/Irs a Rniichier/Bouschier. William E. (65)IS John 98) » M (Mrs E»art), Sandra C Mi^ss
(62"^ Rrereton, Keith (61-82) # Brewer. Dawn M, Mrs
mfii a Brookes Lisa, Ms (94) # Brown, Geoff (68-72) #
Lowne" Kviie Miss (99-00) # Budge, Lindy, Mrs (73-75) #iSS^hX'J Mrs (78-82&85) #Mon, Walter.P. (80)
IrSiaahan nona. Miss (85) # CaHow, Jennie, Mrs (75-
SpfySbe I (Mrs Turcato), Valerie, Miss (84-94) #

M, Mrs (78-79) # Capper (Mrs Carey),D®"1^®".' ,?77 831 # Carey (Miss Capper), Chris, Mrs (77-83l"JcXi Sw^^ Edna M, Miss (55-
fi9 1 Noel (72-74) #Cartiedae, Debra J, Miss (83-a? tfSton R. Geoff (57-60) # Chea, Uchchara. Ms

D. Mrs (76) # Ctut
1? ^ C^rchill, Diane, Ms (92) #

mS ^2) # Clark, Stuart (80-85) # Cpefoo, Pam,
Col ard K.L, Mrs (66-68) # CpNier, Lee, MissI^n S /rSniirGary (80-85) # Collins, W.H. Garnet (55-^7^ fl roiouhoun (Mrs Smith), Jan, Miss (81-91) #r ^ „^SS'(89) # C-o"sidine. ?, Miss (67) # Copk,Connelly Val, Mrs 0^1 Susan J, Miss (81-88) #

Elaine, Mrs (8 1 /g-i.gp) # Coooer. Debbie Jane, MsCpgpM, Alison, Mrs ^ (98) # Crawford (Mrs Elliott).
if ^^£('77 9?# CmwfQfo, Jennl, Miss (80-85) #Kristine M, Miss ('' / ^ Crees?. Thelma. MissCrawford, Jo-Anne M^^ (go-OB) # Curcjp, Mary, Miss (81-(64)#Cr^, C . Dalton, Amanda, Mrs (99) #
82) # D^L Peter ^.^(^^^^.g-^Dare, S.T., Mr (55) #
Dalton, Christin , ^ n'Auburn. David (02-03) #

L-97&01) # Davidson. Jim (75-79) #Davern, Mary, iV t /89.9O) # Daws, Amanda (Mandy),
Davison, Lea^ne, w r (ni-n4l # De Blauw. Sandl,
Mrs (81-82) # -pL |jg (03) # Djxon, Pat, Mrs (87-89)
Ms (94) # fldzys, ■ ^ r, (60-61) # Driver,#SpyeyJane Mrs (^^ Peggy, mIss (86-92) #
Helen, Mrs f M, Mrs (82-89) # Eefos,
Edmond L # □not, Carolyn, Mrs (90-91) it
Elizabeth J, Mrs (8 M Mrs (77-91) # Else.

"(fTracey, Ms(94)ff £J-^ (82-89) it Evans,
(Mrs Edmond), Le gg||y i^jsg (64) # Ewart
Margaret, Ms (^"7 ' Mi7^2-65) # Fafofico, Eleanora,(Miss Boyd^ Sandra ^ ^ pibakiewicz.
Miss (77) # ^^^id'elia Guy (72-82) # Fimmel, PeterJoan, Mrs (55-60) * r7^(oi.o3) # Fpfoes. Gillian, MissA. (77-88) # F!^: S M s®
(76) # Forster, Eiizaoein,



1955-2005 Classroom Staff List 1974-2004 staff Photos Selection

# Fuller (Mrs Hobson), Tracy. Miss (88-90) # Gardner. Liz,
Ms (04-05) # Gatt. Christine V, Mrs (76-77 & 88-91) #
Gauqhan. Henry (76) # Glennie. Alan.W. (Bill) (82-85) #
Gouqh. Sue, Ms (86) # Goven. John (56-62) # Gravlinq.
Jim (86) # Greer, Barry J (77) # Griffin. Gail, Mrs (80-89) #
Guv (Miss Staave-Fischer), Lyn, Mrs (64) # Hadfield. M.
Joyce, Mrs (76-77) # Haoan. Maureen M, Mrs (70-72&75-
89) # Haines. Margaret G, Ms (75-76) # Hainsworth.
Dianne, Ms (94) # Hansen. Beverley, Mrs (90-05) #
Hardinq. Shona E, Mrs (67-68) # Harkness. Gillian Miss
(74-75) # Harland (=Mrs Thompson?), Leanne, Miss (76-
80) # Harris (Mrs laconese), Meredith, Miss (82-05) #
Harris. John J. (81-86)) # HM, Pam, Mrs (75-77) # Hart,
Peter (66-68) # Havres. Noeleen M, Ms (71) # Heathcote.
Ray (98-99) # Helmot. Simon (94-95) # Henderson. Diane
E, Miss (77) # Henderson. Greg (98&01-03) # Henrv.
Jennifer, Ms (79) # Hercus. Kathleen, Mrs (76-78) #
Hewson. Kaye, Miss (76-78) # Hiqqs. G. Ken (65) # HiN,
Heather, Mrs (90-92) # HH!, Murray (90) # Hillbrich. L, Mrs
(80-88) # Hobson (Miss Fuller), Tracy, Mrs (88-90) # Hore.
Muriel, Mrs (74-78) # Huqhes. Patrick (02-05) #
Humphries. Sue, Mrs (74-79) # Hunt (Miss Murphy),
Karen, Mrs (94) # Hunter. Brian (02) # Hutterer. Caroline,
Mrs (74-77) # laconese (Miss Harris), Meredith, Mrs (82-
05) # Ireland. Virginia F, Mrs (75) # Jansen (=Miss Kelly?),
V, Mrs (76) # Jeanes. Wendy E, Mrs (86-91) #
Jerram?/Serram?. Margaret J, Miss (65) # Jessup. Helen,
Miss (73) # Jewell. David Q (67-70) # Johnson (Mrs
Skinner), Judith M, Miss (66-69&74-79) # Johnson
Michael R. (65-66) # Johnston. Joan M, Mrs (78-80) #
Jones. G, Mr (63-64) # Jukes. Dorothy B, Miss (69-79) #
Kamol. Debbie, Mrs (04-05) # Karaoiannis. Eva, Mrs (01)
# Kaulins. Rita, Ms (86) # Keddie. Robert J. (65-6^ #
Keisler. Gilbert P (84) # Keleher. Chris (03-05) # Kelly
(=Mrs Jansen?), Vanessa, Miss (76) # Kellv. Estelle, Ms
(05) # Kemp. Gennieve, Mrs (98-03) # Kennedv. Raphael,
Ms (00) # Keoqh. Genevieve, Miss (98-04) # Kerlev. June,
Mrs (64-68 & 74) # Kerr, Debbie, Mrs (97-05) # Kilbv. Ann,
Mrs (71-76) # Kim. Anna, Ms (04-05) # King, Judy N, Mrs
(74-75) # Knioht. Chris (02) # Konopnicki. Susan R, Miss
(79) # Koposhilov. Alexandra, Ms (96) # Koronios. Antonia
(Toni), Miss (91) # Kosach. Anneliese, Ms (92) # Koulini
R, Miss (85) # Kurelia. Natalie, Ms (01-02) # Kurelja,
Shain (01-03) # Laffertv. Helen, Ms (96-01) # Laidlaw
Suzanne Y, Mrs (77) # Lambert (Mrs Tueno), Joy, Miss
(60-64) # Lancaster. Julie Annette, Miss (76) # L^, Manh
Nhan (03-05) # Leach. K, Ms (69) # Legg, Pauline M, Mrs
(79-81) # Leishman. G. Jean, Miss (73-76) # Leonart,
Miss (55) # Level], Marion R, Miss (88-90) # Lillvman-
Holmes. Donna, Mrs (99) # Lind. Alan (61-64) # Liston, W.
(Bill) (87-88) # Lonqano. Kathleen/Katherine? M, Mrs (83-
85) # Lonski. Witold (04) # Lovell. Gae H, Ms (83) # Lovelj,
Terry (74) # Luke, Fran, Mrs (99-05) # Lvnch. Steve (05) #
Macdonald. Bob (76-80) # Mackie. Shame, Mrs (90-93) #
Macomber. Deanne, Miss (76-77) # Maddern, Glenda F,
Mrs (81-87) # Manallack. Julie, Mrs (98-99) # Mann. ?, Mr
(61) # Marsh (Miss Reeve), Edna, Mrs (56-58, 68-69 & 03-
87) # Marsham, Jacqueline (Jackie), Mrs (90-96) # Mason
Brenda J, Miss (77-87) # Matlock. Elizabeth A, Mrs (70) #
Matthews. Janice, Ms (65) # McAdie, Wendy J, Mrs (82-
84) # McCabe. Glenda, Mrs (01) # McCarthv, Jean V, Mrs
(64-66) # McConchie. Sue, Mrs (86) # McDouqall. Joan
Mrs (79-80) # Mclntosh. Robert J. (80) # McLennan. Johri
D. (83-85) # McLeod. R, Mrs (86-88) # McMillan. Anne,
Mrs (93-05) # McQueen. Jill, Ms (74) # Midqley. Graeme
(86-89) # Miller. Bob (01) # jyi|l|s, Anne, Ms (90) #
Linda M, Ms (86) # Moor (Miss Wade), Alana, Mrs (74-76)
# Morev. Bruce (78-82) # Morqan, Kerry, Mrs (88-91) #
Mulqrew. Tim (88) # Mumhv (Mrs Hunt), Karen, Miss (94)
# Murohv. Jacqueline, Miss (89) # Murray, Peter (03) #

# Musqrove. Dianne/Diane, Mrs (78) # Mutimer. (Mrs
Wilson), Cherie E, Miss (79-86) # NeHi, Duane (01) #
Nelson, Carmen, Ms (94) # Nicholls. Anne, Mrs (90-94) #
Norman, Mary, Ms (89-92) # Obeid. Christina, Ms (92-96)
# .O'Brien, Darren (98) # O'Brien. Karen, Mrs (92-94 & 03-
05) # Qkumuka, Yayoi, Miss (03-05) # O'Neill. Brian F (55)
# .0 Neill, Kaylene, Ms (90-91) # Orr, Rebecca (Becky),
Miss (76-78) # Osland, ?, Mrs (72) # Otton. Jerome (04) #
Padfield, Eva, Ms (74-75) # Pamphilon. G, Miss (55) #
Parker, Maxwell (88) # Parry. Irene, Mrs (86) # Paterson.
Janet L, Miss (84-91) # Payne. Anita, Miss (92) #
Pentreath, Belinda, Ms (94) # Perkins. Wendy J, Miss (82)
E^ersen, Jenny, Mrs (87-88) # Pharaoh. Valeria, Mrs

(89-91) # Phillips (Mrs Thomas), Leanne, Miss (85-94) #
Lynette, Miss (90) # Plumridne Lisa, Miss

97 # .Poynder, Alison, Miss (60) # Prentice, Marilyn, Mrs
^4) # Rasmusseri, R. Jeanette, Miss (74-76) # Reed,

CO ^ "^^rsh), Edna, Miss (56-58
D  ̂ Rosemary, Ms (92) #

^  (^3) # Savanah. Marie
D  (68)/ Savannah, Vilna, Ms (74) # Schmidt. DavidR (81)# Schwarze, Noela D, Ms (74-75) # Serofim.

c"®' If® ^ Serram?/ Jerram?, Margaret J, Miss
S cIt^'u (80-87) # Shadboit. Jan, Mrs
E moc ccx 1^. Ms (84) # Shaw. Sarah,
K^rn Christlrte, Ms (90-91) # Short.

^  Anne, Mrs (93-98) # Skinner(Miss Johnson), Judith M, Mrs (66-69&74-79) # Slatterv.
If # Smith (Miss Colquhoun), Jan, Mrs
Smith ^ Smith. E, Mr (83) #
sSnf I M /CO * Smjthett, Rebekah, Mrs (04) #
Mi<;<t rRd\ -u (62"®^) ̂  Staave-Fisrhpr (Mrs Guy), Lyn,
roi n^t i o> (78-80) # Stanko. Melanie, Ms
riln NIrs (56-61 & 68-69) # Stauntgn,
rhon/i \L .f. -, Jeff (79) # Stephens (Mrs Tolley),eryl W, l\^ss (79-81) # Stevenson M, Ms (62-63) #

Hamfl"^/i'' (Sue), Ms (93-02) # Szczepanski.
Jan Mrs (80) # Tavlor.
<7a1ha\ i t « (90s-01) # Tavlor. Pam, Mrs
Phiiiinc\ I • ̂ ^oroo, Moira, Mrs (91-05) it Thomas (Miss
Thnm?' (®®-94) it Thomas. B7i;^^-89) #(-Miss Harland?), Leanne L, Mrs (76-80) it
rqno^'^-;- ,1?"^®' (74) it Thomson. William S. (Bill)90-^) # I*, ?, Mrs (71) it lodd, ?, Ms (70) it Igijey
Kih (79-8'') # Tomasetiq.
Tran H ' * Tomaszewski Jerry, Miss (74-76) it
Sfhc. ®"'o'^®u ^ Ms (74-75) #-—toey, Syabrechta (Sia), Mrs (74-85) it Irgtt, Darryl

(°''-06) # Tueno (Miss
it Tiirrat /^i® (^^'^A) # Tulloch. Margaret, Miss (61)

Mrs (84-94) it Turner,

it

Rcmh<»" """S' maia, ivis ^uI} ff Van Den-—J^, Els Miss (83-85) it Videon. Tracy, Ms (01-03) it
MisM^VRI^awh-H^A^^ ̂  Moor), Alana,
Mrs (^6) ̂  Walduck. Robyn,
f911 a Wall i^f ■ Ms (98) it Wallis. Anne, Ms
Wateri^^p Patrick (68-69) it Ward, Jenny Ms (98-03) it
#vSSf R n ̂ c '^'® * Watkins. Martin (83)
wS^'i B®"y (56-58) #Joanna Ms (98) it y^sgo. John (58-63)

Kathy, Ms (91-05) it Webb, E.P, Mrs (71-74) )
Katrina, Ms (01) # Wesse], Sylvia A, Miss (81

f6m #^; (90-05) # White, Janice A,
MissmSwte^o' * )», Rhonda
^11 # wS (^'*) ̂  Whiteside. ?
S # I ^ "^®bra L, Msi \Arii- — (67) # Williams. Lynne Mrs (94-98)

86)^# wi ^'^'®® Cherie
(92) # wt zo"^® Nicole, Ms

#

, Mrs
M.

Miss

Ms

2001
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50th Anniversary DVD

The 50th Anniversary Commemoration is available in a
DVD that complements this book. The DVD contains a
series of interviews of past pupils and teachers, as well
as a compilation of class photographs. Those inter
viewed were Mrs Dorothy Stark, Mr Keith Brereton, Mr
Mark Kosach, Mr Ron Exner and the current Harrisfield
School Captains. This DVD was a major project of the
Committee, who recommend its purchase to you.
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'I'® closing
years editor's, from 50ygf^o at Harrisfield State School 4730. Thanks Sue!

This page donated by Sue Coulson
(nee Peterson) 1955-59 on behalf of
the Petersons - Mary, Sue & George
^ing ex-students. Sue would like to
thank Allan and his Committee for all
the hours of hard and tireless work
they have all done to make this an
interesting and successful reunion.

I

£11.

a n

The faces of 2005

Mosaic
from

Meredith
laconeselj
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School site

Harrisfield District looking North, about 1950




