DANDENONG TOWN HALL
OPENING
Of The
New Public Buildings
At
DANDENONG
   It is now five months ago Dandenong Shire Council accepted a tender for the erection of public buildings in Dandenong, and the work has been completed within specified time, the contractors being favoured throughout with exceptionally fine weather. The buildings will supply a long felt want, as the accommodation afforded by the old Mechanics’ Institute was quite inadequate for the increasing requirements. The public library and reading room were confined to a small room that was scarcely large enough to contain the books alone; the Shire Council and various lodges had to all meet in one room, and very frequently great inconvenience was felt through two or three meetings occurring at the same time; the Court business was conducted in the public hall ,and judges and magistrates had to sit on a platform surrounded by gaudy stage scenery, which was scarcely in keeping with the dignity of a court of justice; the public hall itself was hardly suitable  for a good dramatic performance, concert or ball, and there was not a suitable banquet or supper room in building. These disabilities are all overcome by the completion of the new public buildings, which are constructed on a scale of magnificence and that would do credit to any town in the colony. Accommodation is provided for all requirements, not only for the present, but for many years to come. The buildings occupy a central position, being in the very heart of the business part of the township and adjoining the post office. The cost of the work is about £12,000, towards which the Government, through the influence of the member for the district, has contributed the magnificent sum of £4500. When the idea of erecting the buildings was first mooted some strong opposition was shown by a few individuals, and a poll of the ratepayers had to be taken on the question of floating the loan, but the result, as might have been expected, was a crushing defeat for the oppositions. Several of the obstacles of more or less magnitude had to be faced, all of which were successfully overcome, and the Council at last felt themselves at liberty to proceed with the work. The result is a grand pile of building combining usefulness, beauty and sustainability- a work that will be a lasting credit to the district, and there is little doubt that even the strongest opponents will be fain to admit in time to come that the Council acted wisely in leaving them erected.
THE BUILDINGS
The buildings are of brick, two stories high, and are situte on the north- east corner of Lonsdale and Walker streets. They contain municipal chambers, court house, mechanics institute, public hall, club rooms, dressing rooms, caretakers quarters, &c. The main entrance fronts Lonsdale street, and is eight feet wide. On the right hand side is the Shire Presidents room, 15 feet x 16 feet, and on the left side the Engineer’s room 18ft.x15ft. This entrance is crossed by a 3ft.passage the full length of the building, having an entrance from Walker street, and communicating with the Rate Collector’s room 11ft by 18ft. Shire Secretary’s room 19ft. X 18ft., Magistrates room 22ft. 6inch x16ft., Clerk of Courts room 23ft. X 11ft.6 in., and Court House 48ft. X 24ft. The whole of these rooms face the main street, and are 13ft. 6inch high; the Court House is 21ft.6inch high, and has a raised platform at the north end 24ft. X 10ft. and 18ft.high. The main entrance continues through to the public hall, and after crossing the passage referred to has on the left side the Court House and  ticket office, and a passage leading out between the latter and the public hall to the lockup, while on the right side there are two dressing rooms – ladies 18ft. x 19ft. and gentlemen’s 26ft. x 14ft. , both containing lavatories, &c.
The public hall is 71ft. x40ft. and 27ft. high, with a stage 16ft. deep and 40ft.wide. There are stairs on either side of the stage to the hall. Below the stage are two dressing rooms, each15ft. x 14ft. high, for the convenience of performers, access to which can be gained by means of stairs either from the stage or outside the building. There are four escape doors in the public hall, each 8ft. 6inch. high, 6ft. wide, and opening outwards. The entrance from Walker street leads into the council chamber, which is 39ft. 6inch. x 22ft. 6inch., with segment ends. Another passage from this entrance also leads into the public hall and a portion of the caretaker’s quarters. The Mechanic’s Institute is in the upper part of the building, and is reached by a broad staircase in the tower. A passage runs through the tower to the reading room  .On the left hand side (facing Lonsdale street) there is a billiard room 31ft x16ft., club room, 16ft. x 14ft.6inch., library, 27ft.x 14ft.6inch., and reading room , 28ft. x 23ft. Or the right hand side (Walker street) there is a lodge room, 39ft. x22ft.6inch., and caretaker’s rooms. The buildings have a frontage of 131ft.to Lonsdale street by a depth of 112ft.toWalker street. The height from base to parapet is 34ft., and the height of the tower 83ft. On top of the tower there is a landing 4ft. square, surrounded by a handsome iron-work enclosure, affording a splendid view of the outlying country. Along both frontages of the building a broad asphalted footpath has been constructed, and in front of main entrance two ornamental lamps each having three burners have been erected, while a similar one has been placed  on the corner of Lonsdale and Walker streets opposite the tower. At the rear of the buildings there is a good sized yard, containing Stabling, &c. The buildings are well ventilated, and gas is laid on to every room. In the public hall there is a large water pipe with hose attached, the water being supplied from tanks on the roof. The buildings are plastered throughout on the inside, and cemented and beautifully ornamented on the outside. The structure as a hole is elegant in design, admirably planned and substantially built. Messrs. Beswick and Hutchinson were the architects, and Messrs. McCulloch and McAlphine the builders. The bricks were supplied by a local maker Mr.S. Hyde, of Dandenong.
The works of laying the gas fittings and constructing the stairway in the tower was also done by local tradesmen, Messrs. Kingsbury and Payne, both of Dandenong. The total cost of the buildings, with furnishing, &c., is about £12,000.
	HOLIDAY  MAKING



                    	OFFICAL OPENING
Shortly afterwards the Shire President ascended the steps of the main entrance, and having briefly reviewed the progress of Dandenong during the past 15 years, in the presence of about 200 people threw open the doors and declared the building open to the public. Three hearty cheers were then given for the Council and President. 
	The Band
Both before and after the formal opening of the buildings the Dandenong Brass Band ( the members of which appeared for the first time in their new uniforms) played a number of selections in a manner that rather surprised the  many visitors, and caused many complimentary remarks.	
	THE BANQUET
After an inspection of the various rooms, both up and down stairs had been made, the invited guests repaired to the public hall, where the banquet was held. The hall was beautifully decorated with Flags, and the tables were richly laden with edibles of the choicest description.
The Shire President presided, having on his right Messrs. Patterson, Dixon and Keys M.’s L.A., and Councillor J. Gibb; and on his left, Mr.Balfour, M.L.C.,  and Councillors Mills, Souter, Nixon, and Goff. About 120 guests sat down to the Banquet, which was satisfactory in every way, and reflected credit on the caterer, Mr.P.J.Mcquade.   
            	THE TOASTS
The usual loyal toasts having been duly honoured, Mr. M McPherson proposed the health of the Ministry of Victoria. It was generally admitted that Parliament was what the people made it, and Ministry was what Parliament made it.
The present Ministry was an honor to Victoria.(Applause). They had done their duty well and truly, and without fear or favour. The Government had a great difficulty to contend with at the present juncture in preserving the public peace during the existing powerful strike. But by the prompt action they had taken they appeared to be prepared to cope with the difficulty and to uphold the rights law abiding citizens. (Cheers). The recent attempts that have been made to prevent free labourers from  working when they were willing to do so was an outrageous action, and the Ministry deserved the thanks of the community for the stand they had taken to preserve order. (Applause). He hoped they would be long in power and continue to do good- ( Cheers).
Mr Patterson on rising to respond, was received with loud and continued applause. He returned thanks for the cordial manner in which it was received. He congratulated the council and ratepayers on the possession of such a magnificent building, which, he was pleased to say, was intimately connected with the Government, inasmuch as it contained the Court House.                               Dandenong had many advantages which should tend towards its rapid advancement. It was conveniently situated from the city, was surrounded by beautiful scenery, was not far distant from the coast, and had a first-class train service. He noticed a large number of comfortable dwellings about, and saw no reason why the merchants and other business people of Melbourne should flock here and make it their home. (cheers). He was surprised to see the way Oakleigh had risen up, almost to the position of a city, during the past few years, and as the population extended to Dandenong it would doubtless advance with the same rapidity. ( Hear Hear ).  What was wanted here now was a good supply of clear water. (Applause). A proper water supply was a modern means of civilization, and Dandenong would never be complete without it. ( Applause). With regard to the present difficulty in Melbourne among the working classes, it could not be correctly termed an industrial crisis- it was more an attack upon society. (Cheers). But the Government were determined to protect the interests of the community.(Applause). The laws would be rigidly enforced when necessary. Any power that attempted to rise above Parliament and dictate what action should be taken was a menace to society and not deserving of public sympathy. (Cheers). It would never do to let ruffianism run riot in a city like Melbourne. Opinions differed on many points, but they were not likely to likely to differ on this great question that involved the safety of people and property. (Hear Hear). If the Government flinched from their duty in this crisis they would not be worthy the name of Parliament.( Applause). He trusted that the aid of the military forces and special constables would not be needed and hoped that ere long Melbourne would return to its wonted state of peace and progress. (Hear Hear). But the present strife, however it might end, would have one effect- the fact of the city having been plunged in darkness would never be forgotten,  and those who caused it would not readily be forgiven. (Applause). The Government were bound to secure the safety and liberty of the people. He would like to say a word about the member for this district. He could safely say that no member in the House could make a greater impression on the Government than Mr. Keys.(cheers). He was a jolly good fellow when he got his own way – (laughter)- and he generally did get it. (Laughter). Most of them were aware that he (the speaker) had just been appointed Postmaster- General, and he supposed that his friend Keys would come to him shortly and complain about the miserable little post office alongside the gigantic structure in which they were now assembled, and want a new office erected – (laughter) – but he had forestalled him. He had known Mr. Keys for many years as an excellent representative, and hoped he would long remain in Parliament. (Cheers).               He would again thank them for the way in which the toast of the Ministry had been proposed and received.(Applause)
Councillor J. Gibb, of Berwick Shire; proposed the Parliament of Victor. The president Parliament, he thought, were deserving of the best thanks of the colony. ( Applause). They had carried some good measures, and were equal to any of their predecessors. Hear Hear). He was pleased to see so many little local Parliaments represented at this gathering. It was an excellent thing to obtain a little training in a municipal council before entering Parliament. He had much pleasure in proposing the toast. (Cheers.) –Mr. Balfour, M.L.C., responded. Relative to the Railway Bill, the Government had to contend with great difficulties, but action was now being taken by which a committee would be appointed to examine the Bill and report on the lines that were really wanted. (Applause). This would save the Government a great deal of trouble and go far to ensure fair play. (Hear Hear). With regard to the labor trouble in Melbourne he fully approved of the action the Government had taken, and they had the support of Parliament.(Cheers) Mr. Dixon, M.I.A., also responded. He would take this opportunity of thanking the electors of this constituency for refusing to elect him as their as their representative in 1883. (Laughter). This enabled him to attend to his own business and make money, instead of devoting his time to the country. The present Parliament he considered a really good one. (Applause). There had been no unseemly scenes take place – a remark which could scarcely be applied to some of their predecessors.(Hear hear  and laughter.). He believed the Ministry were trying to do their duty, but he was in opposition and would try to remove them, although he would always support any measures they might bring forward which he considered likely to benefit the country. He was pleased to say that there was a good sprinkling of Australian natives in the House, and they had acquitted themselves creditably. (Cheers).He  had opposed the second reading of the Railway Bill because he thought it contained a number of unnecessary lines. He did not believe in a Government borrowing money to construct railway lines to suit members of Parliament. (Hear Hear). The Government had a great difficulty to face in Melbourne at present, but be believed they were equal to the emergency. He hoped sincerely that some means would shortly be found to settle labor disputes without the necessity of resorting to strikes. (Applause.) – Mr. Keys also acknowledged the toast, and expressed pleasure at being present to meet so many old friends. Mr. Dixon was in opposition to the Government, and he (the speaker) was in opposition to Mr Dixon, as he had always given the Government a fair and impartial support – applause – and would continue to follow them while they acted honorably and straightforwardly. (Cheers). As far as the Railway Bill was concerned he had nothing to thank the Government for. He was one of the unfortunates that was left out in the cold, although he knew of six different lines that were wanted in his constituency. He fully approved of the stand the gentlemen had taken with regard to the labor troubles. (Applause). It was the bounden duty of those in authority to insist on the laws of the country being upheld, and this gentlemen had shown they were determined to do. ( Cheers. ) 
    Mr Dixon, M.L.A., proposed the Victorian Defence Force. The only time a Victorian Government had found it necessary to call out the troops to quell a disturbance was on an occasion of the troubles at Ballarat, and in that instance the diggers were only claiming their rights. The result of the so-called riots was that the people gained certain liberties that should never had been denied them. ( Applause ). The way the volunteers had responded to the recent call reflected the highest credit on them, and should ever the time come when they would have to meet an enemy they would no doubt show that they were made of true British stuff – (Cheers.) =Captain Rodd responded. He had had seven experiences in the Imperial army and 30 years in the colonial forces, and he now had the honor of being Private Rodd in the Dandenong detachment of the Victorian Rangers. The rangers had taken the place of the rifle clubs and the change was a very desirable one. ( Applause ).-He was a member of the Dandenong Mounted Rifles, and had only left barracks a few hours previously. The men he might say, were perfectly satisfied in their quarters. (Hear Hear).He might also mention that one company of the mounted rifles, numbering 105men, had offered to takeoff their coats and go and unload the coal ships. (Cheers).
   Mr Patterson, Postmaster-General, proposed the Dandenong Shire Council. The members of Shire Councils were deserving of great thanks for giving their time and abilities to the ratepayers. (Applause). It had been said that the riflemen were satisfied, but who ever heard of anybody being satisfied with a Shire Council? (Laughter). Many of the ablest members in Parliament got their first lessons in municipal Councils – cheers – Colonel Hutton, the President, returned thanks. He believed that as a rule the ratepayers selected the best men to represent them. The proposed water scheme had nearly cost him his seat at the last election, as many of his constituents in the North Riding thought they would have to contribute towards supplying the township with water but that was not so. He could safely say there was no more friendly or orderly Council than that of Dandenong. (Cheers) They differed on some matters, but they were always good friends. (Applause).He had much pleasure in proposing the health of the Officers of the Shire, who had always done their duty well and satisfactorily. (Cheers)d in proposing the health of the Officers of the Shire, who had always done their duty well and satisfactory. ( Cheers).-Mr Keys responded. He had been Secretary of the Shire nearly 28 years and felt proud to have the goodwill of the Councillors. (Applause). In 1862 the capital value of ratepayer property in the Shire was £3000, and the rates amounted to £157; the capital value now was £40,000, and the rates £2200. (Applause). He was pleased to say that he was both respected  and satisfactorily remunerated by his council, but in one or two neighboring Shires the officers were not sufficiently respected by Councillors and were greatly underpaid. (Hear Hear).
Mr Balfour, M.L.C., proposed Municipal Institutions. The Shire Councils were a great improvement on the old road boards, and he was pleased to see so many Councillors present. He felt proud to say that his nomination paper had lately been signed by 19 Shire Presidents. ( Cheers ). – The toast was responded to by President Mills ( Moorabbin Shire ), President Souter ( Mornington Shire), President Goff ( Berwick Shire), Councillor J.T.Dobson ( Ferntree Gully Shire ), and Councillor G. Poole ( Cranbourne Council ), all of whom referred to the usefulness of Municipal Councils, and congratulated the Council of Dandenong Shire in the possession of such commodious and handsome buildings as they were then assembled in. 
   Mr. John Jordan proposed Local Institutions, and referred to the many improvements, that had taken place in Dandenong since he first became acquainted with it – Mr. A.W. Rodd responded on behalf of the Agricultural Society and Gas Company, both which had made good progress and been highly successful. – Mr. J.F. Ogden responded on behalf of the Mechanics’ Institute, which had made excellent progress lately, and the increased accommodation they now had would tend to still further improve its condition. – Messrs. H. Sutherland and A.T. McLean, managers of the Commercial and colonial banks respectfully, also responded, and Mr. Kingsbury responded on behalf of the Foresters’ Lodge. 
   Mr Rodd proposed the Architects, Messrs. Beswick and Hutchinson. – Mr. Beswick responded, and expressed a belief that the buildings would suit the district for many years to come, he also complimented the contractors on the manner in which the work had been done. 
Councillor Hemmings proposed the Contractors – Mr. McAlpine acknowledged the toast. They had endeavoured to give the Council satisfaction and he believed they had succeeded, as the buildings were well constructed. – Mr. McCulloch also briefly responded. 
Mr. Alpine proposed “The Ladies,” which was received with musical honors and responded to in appropriated remarks by Mr.Wm. Brisbane.
  Mr.Tanner proposed “ The Press,” which was duly acknowledged.
 The toast of “The Visitors” was proposed by Mr.E.C. Thompson and responded to by Mr. J.B.Patterson.
                               	THE BALL.
In the evening a plain and fancy dress ball was held in the public hall to complete the celebration of the opening festivities . Upwards of 150 couples were present, a very large proportion appearing in fancy dress. both of the costumes were both handsome and becoming, and showed admirable taste, particularly on the part of some of the ladies. The assemblage was a brilliant one, and in all respects the ball was the most successful ever held in Dandenong.  
The music was provided by, band consisting of piano, Violin, cornet and piccolo. Dancing was kept up until early morning. Mr. P.J. McQuade had the catering and provided an excellent supper. 
