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I don’t know when the dances started but they were certainly going during the Second World War in the early forties.
Many years later I became involved by joining the Men’s Auxiliary of the Dandenong Hospital. The Dandenong Council allocated the Saturday nights at the start of each year to charities and sporting clubs who then engaged the bands for their night or nights. The hospital auxiliary was given the first night of each month and endeavoured to maintain a high standard for their dances. At the time dances were popular in town halls such as Malvern and Caulfield and many others. 
Some of the groups allocated only one night - would endeavour to cut costs by reducing the band sizes. This affected the reputation of the dance and with additional competition from the new Spring Vale Town Hall some changes had to be made so the Combined Charities Committee was formed to run the dances. Each group received their share of the year’s profits.  
The Combined Charities Committee was composed of well-known identities that had already been involved in Dandenong Charities for some years. 
These were; Treasurer Lloyd Stuart. He was the manager of the Bank of NSW at Springvale and previously at the Dandenong branch. Then later a director of the bank in Sydney.
When we ran the dance we collected the tickets and change from Lloyd Stuart at the bank on Saturday morning and returned the takings to him before Monday morning. 
There were four teams running the dances; some of the well-known leaders were Len Godfrey, Stan Edwards, Alf Carter and Neil Matthews. 
Each team had approximately three other members who operated the ticket box and guided the members of the sports clubs or charity clubs in their duties either on the dance floor or working in the supper room. 
With the competition from other dances hiring TV artists it became necessary for Dandenong to develop a contact with Channel 9.
The guest artist usually arrived on their own, but sometimes we would go to the Channel 9 guest house in St. Georges Road Toorak and pick up the artist and return them after they had performed.
Once we travelled to Toorak to collect the artist but she was not there so we unsuccessfully searched for her.
 At 11pm the driver arrived at the town hall to collect the artist finding her absent he drove to where he thought she may be and returned with her at 11.55pm. Because it was an election night there were a number of non-dancers present in the hall so she performed for them.  
The largest attendance at a dance was when we had a young English male singer, Mark Winter, where approx 640 attended on his first night and approximately 850 on his second. For such a large crown we needed extra capacity for the supper room for we hired the Wessex across the road. 
 



