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P s 2L1CINZ ClOSES

Angela Long

DESPITE the loss of Heinz, new
companies are finding the grass is
greener here, says the State Labor MP
for Dandenong, Mr John Pandazo-
poulos.

““Greater Dandenong is benefiting
from companies relocating  to
greenfield sites in the region and
creating jobs,” Mr Pandazopoulos
said.

“Figures show a 56per cent
increase in the construction of com-
mercial and industrial projects in
Dandenong over the past 12 months.™

He said Heinz’ decision to close the
Dandenong plant was about efficiency
and capacities.

“But in the end we’ve got to pick up
the pieces and help these Heinz
workers,”’ he said.

The Mayor of Greater Dandenong,
Councillor Angela Long, said the
closure was a blow but not a
“*knockout blow’’.

The end of the golden mile

She said investment in manufactur-
ing in the city was at an all-time high,
with more than $130 million invested
in the first nine months of the financial
year.

However, the State Liberal MP for
Eumemmerring, Mr Gordon Rich-
Phillips, has accused Mr Pandazo-
poulos of “‘inept bumbling’’.

“‘Last year, the Bracks Government
said it wanted to help develop Heinz
Dandenong as a centre of excellence,””
he said.

“‘John Pandazopoulos must accept
responsibility for failing to save the
jobs of Dandenong workers.”

Mr Rich-Phillips said he had written
to the Premier and Heinz seeking
meetings to discuss what assistance
can be given to the sacked workers.

The State Liberal MP for Eumem-
merring Province, Mr Neil Lucas,
blamed the Government and unions
for the closure after the company

Warwiqk Heine

‘Not a knockout’

relocated. its baby food production to
Echuca in November.

I said then the decision was forced
on Heinz by the failure of the AMWU
to adopt modern work practices and
that if the Government did not act, we
would see further job losses in
Dandenong. Sadly, that has come to
pass,” he said.

The chief executive officer of
Greater Dandenong, Mr Warwick
Heine, said the council was ‘‘shocked
and angry’” over the closure.

“Council’s discussions with Heinz
Wattie led us to believe their review of
operations could result in further
investments in Greater Dandenong,””
he said.

The city’s manager for economic
development, Mr John Payne, said he
could not understand the closure.

“*What worries me was that in
November, Heinz announced they
were making it a centre of excellence.
The plant didn’t become obsolete in
six months,”” he said.

WHAT THE WORKERS SAY. ..

Following last weelk’s closure announcement, PHIL McLEOD spoke with
several of the workers who will be out of a job. This is what they said . . .

M Carol Hanley, 33, shop
steward and process worker,
worked at Heinz for six
years:

“We’ve been expecting it
for a while. They were
saying it was going to cost
$25 million or so to make
the place respectable again,
but we argued why they
hadn’t spent that money in
the past instead of putting
machinery in at great
expense, and then taking it
out and moving it some-
where else again.

«The company tSiiY? it

_effective to close
e put they can’t
ant through

d and

ing workers arounc at
p;]\fi]:llggthem lower _conch-
EOI’IS. They're movIlg to

where they can get pretty
much what they want.
“We've got a lot of
people who have been here
25, 30 years; we've got
people who have just
bought houses and we’ve
got a quite a few husband-
and-wife teams here.
“We've been in EBA
(enterprise bargaining
agreements) discussions for
the past few weeks to secure
conditions for the workers.™
M Adam  Sawrey, 27,
kitchen hand, worked at
Heinz for nine years:

“We're pretty upset.
Working here has become a
family  tradition. =~ My

mother, aunty, brother and
cousins have all worked
here at some stage over the
last 30 years. I wanted my

“worked at

kids to work here as well.
It’s the end of a family
tradition. But life goes on.”
M Rick Alder, 36, packer,
Heinz three
years:

“Even though we all
knew it was going to hap-
pen, it’s still a shock. They
kept on saying it was
because of bad work prac-
tices, but when we started
losing lines like the sauces
and baby food, we knew it
was the end. We’ll all have
to wait and see what hap-
pens to us.”’

M Melvin Cox, 37, cook,
worked at Heinz six years:

““They mucked us around
for 12 months when we just
wanted to know what was
happening. They’ve told us
some jobs. will be available

Carol Hanley

in their factories in Echuca,
Wagga Wagga and New
Zealand, but it depends if
we meet their criteria. [
don’t think many will be
applying for jobs in Ne

Zealand.”’ ’
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Heinz closes

___The end of the golden mile

Rlse and
fall of
a giant

H. J. HEINZ made The Journal
headlines in July 1951, when it was
announced a £2 million factory with
.an initial area of of 300,000 square
feet and employing 800 would be
built on a site on Princes Highway.

Even by October, when the new
factory was on the planning board,
loans of £4 million were being nego-
tiated to cover the expansion pro-
gram.

Along with the adjacent GMH plant
and International trucks, Heinz
formed what was known as the
‘golden mile’ ... the industry that
gave Dandenong its heartbeat and led
to the building of Doveton.

In November last year, the 350 staff at
Heinz were told the factory was under
review and its future in Dandenong could
not be guaranteed.

Some of the manufacturing giant’s
product lines had been moved to other
factories in country Victoria and others had
been earmarked for relocation.

Australian  Manufacturing  Workers® -

Union spokeswoman Ms Browyn Half-
penny said then: ‘“We have heard rumours
Heinz has bought a factory from Nestle in

1869: HJ Heinz company was founded by Mr
Henry John (HJ) Heinz in Pittsburg, USA.

Heinz opened in Australia in Bendigo St,
Richmond.

1934:

1951: Heinz announces it plans to build a ‘2
million pound' factory employing 800

people.

+ Sir Robert Menzies, officially opened a
Heniz' Australia’s Dandenong plant
which is a key part of Hemz operation
in Australia.

: Goodman Fielder Wattie divests its New
Zealand businesses which are bought
by HJ Heinz.

1996: The Heinz-Wattie company is created.

2000: November - Plant closes.

Echuca and intends to relocate the Dande-
nong operations there.”’

Heinz Watties corporate affairs manager
Ms Glenda Orland said the future of the
Dandenong factory was under review.

“‘What we are trying to do is create
centres of excellence. We have restruc-
tured the whole company, creating centres
which specialise in categories. It is
possible baby food will be relocated. We
have not yet made a decision where it will

be located to but it will possibly be

Echuca,”” she said.
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