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By Narelle Wilson

GREATER  Dandenong
Council will decide the
future of the former Dande-
nong stockyards site on
Cheltenham Road at its
council meeting tonight
(Monday).

Since the closure of the
stockyards in December
1988, the site has been
cleared of most buildings.
However, the old office is
now home to squatters.

The Mayor of Dande-
nong, Councillor Angela
Long, said she was unaware
that homeless people were
using the derelict buildings
but said the sale of the site
would end the problem.

““Once the sale ring is
down and the site is com-
pletely cleared, the squat-
ters will have to move on,”
she said.

Cr Long said she would
notify the appropriate offi-
cers and ask for a report.

Coungcillors and residents
have described the stock-
yards as an eyesore but Cr
Long said a new develop-
ment there would inject
new life into the city.
‘“This is an exciting time
for our city. We envisage

Stockyard eyesore: plans are in place to sell off the former Dandenong stockyards site,

now occupied by squatters.

the potential sale of the site
as an opportunity to cement
our status as Melbourne’s
second city,”” she said.

Cr Long said the council
had appointed real estate
agents C. B. Richard Ellis
to handle the site.

““A close monitor of all

submissions will determine
the best possible outcome
for our residents and the
future of the city,”” she said.

If the site is sold, the
substantial revenue to the
council has already been
earmarked for the refur-
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bishing of Dandenong
Town Hall.

The site is a far cry from
its busy days. The roofless
shed is full of old couches,
empty tins of cat food,
empty aerosol tins, old
clothes and used syringes.

‘State

can’t

fight Heinz’

THE Australian Manufac-
turing Weorkers’ Union has
vowed to continue the fight
for sacked Heinz workers.

Heinz. oanagement’ s
decision to close the gates
on Friday, September 29,
gives the union little time to
try to reverse the decision.

Union secretary Mr Ray
Campbell said: ‘T can’t
pre-empt what will happen
but our job is to try to push
for the workers’ rights.

““Every day is a new day
and we will do everything
we can to push for the
workers’ rights.”’

Last week, Mr Campbell
told the Journalthe State
Government had refused to
meet the workers, union
and Heinz management. He
said he would make no
further comments on the
State Government’s poss-
ible intervention, but would
try again to meet the Prem-
ier, Mr Steve Bracks.

However, a spokes-
woman for the Premier’s

COUNTDOWN: 25 DAYS T3 GO

unit said a meeting would

be ‘‘pointless™.

‘“Heinz management
have made a global deci-
sion to relocate,”’ she said.
“Nothing the Government
says will change their
minds.”’

The spokeswoman said
most issues of entitlements
had been resolved.

‘“‘Heinz workers have
accepted a redundancy
package. Even if the Prem-
ier met with both parties,
the State = Government
doesn’t have the power to
reverse a decision made by
a global company. There’s
no point,’” she said.

Mr Campbell said deci-
sions could always be
reversed and the union was

hoping Heinz  would
change their minds.
— Narelle Wilson

Drugs court to
open this year

THE State Government has
announced that Greater
Dandenong will become
one of three suburbs to have
a specialist drugs court.
Greater Dandenong’s
mayor Councillor Angela
Long, said a drugs court at
the magistrates’ court com-
plex in lLanghome Street
was “‘well overdue’’ and
would speed the process of
dealing with drug offenders.

“A drugs court will also
assist Victoria Police, and
help with some of the
frustrations they have with
the curmrent system.’” she

said. ‘“This will fast-track
the diversion of people into
appropriate drug rehabili-
tation and detoxification
programs much earlier.”

Drugs courts will start in
Dandenong, Melbourne and
Sunshine this year.

Clinical drug assessors
will work with trained
magistrates to provide early
treatment for drug users.

The Federal Government
has committed $23 million
over three years, and the
State Government $12 mil-
lion, to fund a range of
drug-diversion programs.

High Street attack

A GANG of four youths, thought to have been at a party

- in Wheeler Street, Berwick, attacked three people in High

Street about 3.15 am on August 27. A 22 year-old Narre
Warren woman was left lying semi-concious, while her
friend, a Berwick man, 30, had facial injuries. Narre
Warren CIU say the attackers were two men in their 20s,
one with a facial birthmark, and two women about 30.

Information to 9705 3111.

INJURED AND UNSURE
OF YOUR RIGHTS?

Rece/ve a FREE
initial consultation on
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Snor lng snoring at a special
education evening at

The Valley Private Hospital :

cnr Police & Gladstone Roads, Mulgrave

Wednesday, September 13" at 7.30pm
An Ear, Nose & Throat Specialist will outline the causes of snoring
and treatment available.

Cost $15 ($10 concession) includes supper & handouts.
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How To MAKE YOUR MONEY

WORK WHEI\L YOU'RE NOT
FREE SEMINAR

Changing or leaving your job? Retiring? Or even
thinking about it? How you manage these changes can

have a big effect on your financial security. Now, and
into the future.

RetireInvest, Personal Investment magazine’s *Adviser
of the Year’, has helped thousands of Australians
through what can be a trying time. We're conducting a
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Your problem could be solved in just one visit.

Health Services for Men

Australia’s Leading Group of Impotence Clinics

Toll Free - 7 Days - Theve's a Clinic near you

11300 657 676
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Injuvred?

Get Your Full Entitlement
1800 24 34 04 .

www.mauriceblackburncashman.com.au
Even if you were at fault you may

be entitled to compensation. But you
‘need to act fast or the TAC may not
accept your claim. Call one of our

injury specialists tiow,

Free call. Free telephone advice. Free

first consultation.

*No win. No charge.

*conditions apply
45 Princes Highway dandenong
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FREE SEMINAR with real answers to questions like:
e How can you save tax, immediately?

e What should you do with rollovers and lump sums?

o How should you handle debt?
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e How can you protect your income?  INVESTMENT
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o How can you maximise Social Security
allowances?
e How can you invest tax-effectively?

Find out how to make your money work when
you're not, at this informative, no-obligation
 seminar.
BOOK NOW ON

9792 4990

Tuesday 12th September 2000
.Apm-3pm and 7pm-9pm
Interested but can't attend? Call for a free, no-obligation discussion.
Retirelnvest Pty Limited (ACN 001774 125) is a Licensed Dealer in Securities and a Registered Life Insurance Broker
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