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No matter what improved and up to-date labor-saving machinery the “man on the land” may invest in, it has not so far superseded the handy harrow, which is to-day just as great a necessity on the farm as it was years ago. Just a little of “the milk of human kindness” sweetens the bitterness of life, and smooths the rough edges, so does the harrow continue to smooth the ploughed field, and assist the farmer in his cultivating operations. As increased areas are thrown open for agricultural purposes, the greater will be the demand for services of harrows. Like all other farming implements, a special make of harrows, particularly if it has made a name for itself, appeals to most farmers. And it’s just here where Messrs Hugh Murray & Son, the well- Known firm of harrow makers, Dandenong, come into the picture. 

About 18 years ago Messrs Murray & Son’s harrows makers at Buln Buln, transferring their business to Dandenong in 1915, since which time their output has increased to such an extent that today they found in use in every State in the Commonwealth. There is a great demand for Messrs Murray & Son’s harrows amongst potato and onion growers, and the firm’s orders from these sources alone run into a large number every year, whilst in the cultivation of soil for grain crops in the wheat areas the Murray & Son’s harrow is extensively used. Any size, up to 12 section harrows (covering 48 feet at one space) are manufactured at these works, and the fact that the Dandenong works can promptly execute orders from the smallest to the largest and the strongest harrows is a guarantee to their agents in the various States that all that is needed is to take an order, and Hugh Murray & Sons will do the rest.

  The Dandenong Harrow works are close to the railway station, and it is claimed to be the largest manufactory of its kind in Australia, devoted solely to the manufacture of driven tine harrows. The proprietors, being strong believers inspecializing, have directed their energies to this branch of the implement trade exclusively for nearly 20 years, at the same time keeping in view the importance of quality in both material and work-manship. The latter is a good goal for any manufacturer to aim at, and in this respect Messrs Hugh Murray & Son appear to have got onto the “bull’s eye.”

  An inspection of the interior of these works discloses what might be described, if one were inclined to be facetious, as a “harrowing scene!” At every turn there are harrows, or parts of them, and modern appliances of various kinds are installed for the manufacture of the different parts. There are a number of the standard machines in use, which are generally used in steel working trade, but the most of the plant is the outcome of the original ideas of the proprietors, being their own inventions, and made on the premises. The plant is driven by electricity, drawn from the Dandenong shire electric works. The harrows are made from steel, and all parts are duplicated, there being a machine for each part, and the painting is done by dipping the harrows into a large tank of paint, made specially for the purpose. The number of parts turned out per hour is sufficient proof of the value of modern machinery in the production of implements of this class. Tines are pointed at the rate from 450 to 650 per hour, beams are set at 40 to 50 per hour, and all the other parts are turned out in the same way. There are from four to ten men employed, and each man attends to a certain part of the manufacture only.

  The business of Hugh Murray & Son, although specializing in one line of agricultural implements only, is nevertheless one of those industries which help to advertise our town, and, with the throwing open of further large areas of agricultural land, there should be a prosperous time ahead for the Dandenong harrow works and their enterprising proprietors.
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Hugh Murray & Son
Popularly known as the “Square deal harrow makers,” Messrs, Murray and Son make large deliveries of harrows all over the Commonwealth, and recently had to increase the plant and buildings, over £600
being spent last year in new plant alone. As might be expected, all the machinery is of the best and most modern design, and the operations are very interesting. There are screwing machines, fenders, proving, grinding, framing and cutting machines, and so on, besides “special purpose” machines for other work.

  All the welding is done by electricity, and the other power is to be converted to oil burners, which are cleaner, quicker, do better work, and are more economical. In addition to the machinery mentioned are saws, planes, boring machines, and painting is done by dipping, which is a very effective process.
  Tines, harrows, drawn tines (channel steel) of all shapes and sizes are made, as well as stump jump harrows to follow drills and combines, and any size of draw-bar desired is supplied with the harrows, with or without wheels. Mr L. Murray is manager of the works, and under his control the excellent reputation of Murray and Son is not likely to suffer. Messrs. Murray have been residents and established in Dandenong for many years, and their employees also live in town.
