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Hugh Murray & Son

Popularly known as the “Square deal harrow makers,” Messrs, Murray and Son make large deliveries of
harrows all over the Commonwealth, and recently had to increase the plant and buildings, over £600
being spent last year in new plant alone. As might be expected, all the machinery is of the best and most
modern design, and the operations are very interesting. There are screwing machines, fenders, proving,
grinding, framing and cutting machines, and so on, besides “special purpose” machines for other work.

All the welding is done by electricity, and the other power is to be converted to oil burners, which are
cleaner, quicker, do better work, and are more economical. In addition to the machinery mentioned are
saws, planes, boring machines, and painting is done by dipping, which is a very effective process.

Tines, harrows, drawn tines (channel steel) of all shapes and sizes are made, as well as stump jump
harrows to follow drills and combines, and any size of draw-bar desired is supplied with the harrows, with
or without wheels. Mr L. Murray is manager of the works, and under his control the excellent reputation
of Murray and Son is not likely to suffer. Messrs. Murray have been residents and established in
Dandenong for many years, and their employees also live in town.
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15 June 1922

DANDENONG INDUSTRIES

ARTICLE No. 3

HUGH MURRAY & SON.

No matter what improved and up to-date labor-saving machinery the “man on the land” may invest in, it
has not so far superseded the handy harrow, which is to-day just as great a necessity on the farm as it was
years ago. Just a little of “the milk of human kindness” sweetens the bitterness of life, and smooths the
rough edges, so does the harrow continue to smooth the ploughed field, and assist the farmer in his
cultivating operations. As increased areas are thrown open for agricultural purposes, the greater will be
the demand for services of harrows. Like all other farming implements, a special make of harrows,
particularly if it has made a name for itself, appeals to most farmers. And it’s just here where Messrs
Hugh Murray & Son, the well- Known firm of harrow makers, Dandenong, come into the picture.

About 18 years ago Messrs Murray & Son’s harrows makers at Buln Buln, transferring their business to
Dandenong in 1915, since which time their output has increased to such an extent that today they found in
use in every State in the Commonwealth. There is a great demand for Messrs Murray & Son’s harrows
amongst potato and onion growers, and the firm’s orders from these sources alone run into a large number
every year, whilst in the cultivation of soil for grain crops in the wheat areas the Murray & Son’s harrow
is extensively used. Any size, up to 12 section harrows (covering 48 feet at one space) are manufactured
at these works, and the fact that the Dandenong works can promptly execute orders from the smallest to
the largest and the strongest harrows is a guarantee to their agents in the various States that all that is
needed is to take an order, and Hugh Murray & Sons will do the rest.

The Dandenong Harrow works are close to the railway station, and it is claimed to be the largest
manufactory of its kind in Australia, devoted solely to the manufacture of driven tine harrows. The
proprietors, being strong believers inspecializing, have directed their energies to this branch of the
implement trade exclusively for nearly 20 years, at the same time keeping in view the importance of
quality in both material and work-manship. The latter is a good goal for any manufacturer to aim at, and
in this respect Messrs Hugh Murray & Son appear to have got onto the “bull’s eye.”

An inspection of the interior of these works discloses what might be described, if one were inclined to be
facetious, as a “harrowing scene!” At every turn there are harrows, or parts of them, and modern
appliances of various kinds are installed for the manufacture of the different parts. There are a number of
the standard machines in use, which are generally used in steel working trade, but the most of the plant is
the outcome of the original ideas of the proprietors, being their own inventions, and made on the
premises. The plant is driven by electricity, drawn from the Dandenong shire electric works. The harrows
are made from steel, and all parts are duplicated, there being a machine for each part, and the painting is
done by dipping the harrows into a large tank of paint, made specially for the purpose. The number of
parts turned out per hour is sufficient proof of the value of modern machinery in the production of
implements of this class. Tines are pointed at the rate from 450 to 650 per hour, beams are set at 40 to 50
per hour, and all the other parts are turned out in the same way. There are from four to ten men employed,
and each man attends to a certain part of the manufacture only.

The business of Hugh Murray & Son, although specializing in one line of agricultural implements only,
is nevertheless one of those industries which help to advertise our town, and, with the throwing open of
further large areas of agricultural land, there should be a prosperous time ahead for the Dandenong
harrow works and their enterprising proprietors.
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HUGH MURRAY & SONS 24 Dec 1914

A NEW INDUSTRY FOR DANDENONG

Messrs Hugh Murray and Son, of Buln Buln, have recently purchased a block of land in the Station
Estate, Dandenong, and intended carrying on the business of implement manufactures. At present the
intention is to start operations in February. The firm specialises in maize cultivators but will also attend to
the manufacture of other agricultural implements at the works.

HUGH MURRAY & SONS 8 April 1915

STEEL HARROW MANUFACTORY

The appended article from the West Gippsland “Gazette,” has been published in circular form by Messrs
Hugh Murray and Son, whose advertisement appears on our first page.

As an illustration of what is possible of accomplishment in a provincial centre, the Steel Harrow
Manufactory of Messrs Hugh Murray & Son, of Buln Buln, is an excellent example. Founded in a small
way by Mr Murray, about ten years ago, it has grown and developed in such a remarkable manner that he
has now decided to remove to a more convenient and commodious centre, where the increasing orders for
his Steel Harrows can be more efficiently coped with. Mr Murray commenced his in Buln Buln as a
general smith, but yielding to one of those inspirations which come to men who are worthy of
advancement, he decided to pay special attention to the Harrow Department of his business.

He had no sooner turned out two or three sets than he was gratified to receive not only repeat orders, but
orders from new customers whom he had never heard of before. Encouraged by this success, he applied
himself to the task of forging a special make of Harrow, which would combine the finest material
procurable, with excellence of honest workmanship. He established agencies in different parts of the state,
and he exhibited at various shows in the leading provincial centres. These exhibits invariably, without
exception, were awarded the first prize. In the Melbourne Show, during the past two years, Messrs
Murray and Son have had the largest exhibit of harrows in the show, and the variety of designs gave a
good indication of the extent of their clientele.

Such a good record naturally gave great encouragement to the exhibitor while orders came in from
different and distant parts of the State. Additional labour had to be obtained, and eventually machinery of
the latest design was installed in the small factory at Buln Buln, in order to cope with the constantly
increasing output.

This gratifying and rapid growth in the business has at length necessitated removal to a more convenient
centre, and Messrs Murray and Son have now purchased a fine site at Dandenong, close to the railway,
and adjoins the Gippsland and Northern Selling Company’s butter box manufactory. On this sits they are
having a spacious factory erected, as they intend, in the near future, to manufacture ploughs and other
farm implements as well as harrows. The demand for the latter is now thoroughly established throughout
the State, and Mr Murray accounts for the splendid success of the firm by his adherence to the principle
of being thorough in every detail, and putting into his products the very best that material, skill and
honest workmanship can command. The result is a first — class article of the highest type, which is both a
pleasure to the purchaser and a credit to the maker. Hence the repeat and other orders, of which no less
than £300 worth had to be turned down last year owing to the restricted accommodation.

This sacrifice on the part of the firm, and disappointment to valued customers, is the reason for their
removal to Dandenong, where we hope, in years to come, they will achieve all the success they deserve.

18 MAY 1922

HUGH MURRAY & SON

Messrs Hugh Murray & Son, harrow makers, Dandenong, Have just issued an interesting leaflet ; the
information published is a fine advertisement for the firm.

We extract the following, adding that the farmers referred to are all strong “Murray men”;

“During the last 18 years, Murrays’ Harrows have been quickly coming into favour with the Farmers
throughout the Commonwealth. More especially amongst the “big area” men — men who have made a
science of the farming industry.



/AS a further illustration of the worth of these Harrows, the appended extract from Melbourne “Argus” of
/ the 27 th March, 1922, needs no comment:-
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extent that to-day they are found use in every State in the Commonwealth. There is great demand for
Messrs Murray & Son’s harrows amongst potato and onion grows, and the firm’s orders from these
sources alone run into a large number every year, whilst in the cultivation of soil for grain crops in the
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An inspection of the interior of these works discloses what might be described, as a “harrowing scene!”
At every turn there are harrows, or parts of them, and modern appliances of various kinds are installed for
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/modern design, and the operations are very interesting. There are screwing machines, fenders, proving,

/ grinding, framing and cutting machines, and so on, besides “special purpose” machines for other work.

All the welding is done by electricity, and the other power is to be converted to oil burners, which are
cleaner, quicker, do better work, and are more economical. In addition to the machinery mentioned are
saws, planes, boring machines, and painting is done by dipping, which is a very effective process. Tines,
harrows, drawn tines (channel steel) of all shapes and sizes are made, as well as stump jump harrows to
follow drills and combines, and any size of drawbar desire is supplied with the harrows, with or without
wheels. Mr. L. Murray is manager of the works, and under his control the excellent reputation of Murray
and Son is not likely to suffer. Messrs. Murray have been residents and established in Dandenong for
many years, and their employees also live in the town.



- ot I"-.( t\f_-‘__‘_‘_‘
mn—— f > ‘n
N, A

bk, L
'THREE BEAM HARROWS

! b ! ! H v ! ‘I ‘
CENTRAL DRAUGHT Qi@
] , , P
: il
" ¥ )
All Steel | \
= i I
BRI/ BREAN GRA1 R
b I AN
The Cheapest and Best on 1| iii 2 i Ny
[ i' (L (e Ml '
: T Ty I
the Market UNG il
i o EEE Y/ A
7 SR ENQE Y AL
: : . 7 (ISR R gl
With Couplings, Skids and §i i g'"\Ni ¢ i
i A B L e [
a e ih e it
Draw Bars __(,omplete NN N
"B PRIRNR S WG RN
] — LN
Sl L e ,
d e PO I HES GREES S
‘ Made . in". Australia |1 /0 111
o i sEad e g H H I
e i I'lll.li:l{g
-
g 2! inch Cut. Heavy.
@ 4Beam 1 Section, cover 4 ft. weight,100 1bs. £4 3 6 | 3 Beam 3 Sections, cover 9 ft. weight, 228 Ibs.  £10 1 0
A 2 ., R » 200 Ibs. SESGATONE 8OTSRS SR 2 304 lbs. 13 8 0
Y ., 3 TR O T Y 3001bs. .12 10 6 Sy oy o T ;s 380 Ibs, 1615 0
S EERTER e 16 fr AT O0) [ b G TAR O [ 25T s 1 A | L ., 450 lba. 20 2 0
E. By o 20 ft. WEEE00 (el MRER0 1T 6 1| S T = o fE ,, 532 1bs, 23 9 0
. hL“ 46, Skl SN AT . 600lbs. ...2 1 0 SErebie To Tk w24t ., 608 lbs, 26 16 0
v 8 , B 2! inch Cut. Heavy.
z 4 Beam 2 Séctions, ¢over 7 ft. 6 in. weight, 190 1bs. ... £8 0 0 3 Beam 2 “~-~tions, cover 5 ft 9 in. weight, 144 lbs. £6 1 0
‘ES CE TG w11t 3 in. y  28blbs. ... 12 0 O 3 s B Gin. 1 216 lbs. 9 1 6
IR L S ST W 9801be. ...16°0 0 | 3 , 11ft Gin. ,, 288 lbs. 12 2 0
L e v LSt S9Nt e 475l beas_ 200 0 -0 3 5y 14 ft. 3in. o 360 1bs, 15 2 6
ik 81 £ 22 £ 8 670/ bs 94, | 020 3 A » o 432lbs.i 18 3 0
"’i 5 ; 2 v 26%0.8%u. ,, 66b6lbs. ... 28 0 O 3 o 20 fu » D047 L 3 6
) ol d Sa0fe w  T601lbs. ...32 0 O 3 W 22 ft, 9in. b BT6 e 24 4 0
ft e = — TEETg ¢ Ty . T
- 2% lnch Cut. Mgdlum.,
- g 4 Béam 2 Se ections, cover 7 ft. 6 in. weight, 180 Ihs. ... £7 14 0 3 Beam 2 Sections, cover 5 ft. 9 in. weight, 136 lbs. £ 16 0
T, hohe) I 3in. SEEor s LSS TR O SIS IS E - BTG ini e i 204 1bs: 814 0
PR TR S0 T o 15 fe. BRI HR SRR T SRS (RS S S S . yy 11 ft. G in. e 27201bs; 1 12 0
g4 Bl g 18t 9 in. S5 ha S ] O GREONNIE QiSERee b ) » 14ft.3in. ,, 340 lbs. 14 10 0
-04 s G o 5 22 ft. 6 in. S (D404 hese ety 03 SROER() SHeeot () i oot AT L A 408 lbs, 17 8 ¢
Sl e GRe . 26 ft. 3in. . 6301bs. ... 26 19 0 Bist i 3 »n 200 476 lbs. 20 6 0
e L o ' 00 ft. w720 10bs, ... 30 16 0 3050 ve by 22 fu 9in, v Ddd lbs, 23 4 ¢
-8 2 inch Cut. Light Medium.
2 ‘4 Beam 2. bechona, cover 6 fo. 9 in. weight, 128 Ibs, .£6 19 0 3 Bbeam 2 Sectious, cover d ft. weight, 98 lhs, £ 5 0
= 4 oy, 143 e ST ONFE. 192 bai SEER10IRE 8t 6 Byt Al iR 5 A I AT 53 147 lbs, 717 6
wdonodt sy 13fr. 6 in. ,, 2561hs, ...13 18 0 L e £ 5 e ) il by 196 lbs, 10 10 0
s TE3 6T ., 16 ft. 9 in. B 3901Iha AT T 6 geteaxe b piE, ;. 126 06lin, o 245 lbs, 13 2 6
O i 886 .o 20 ft. LSRR il B T ST ARO[ RS TEES = G » 294 lbs, 156156 0
[CE N Y w 23 fr. 6 in. , 4481bs, ... 2 6 6 ke e e T (T by 343 lbs, 18 7 6
2 ol o SRl TN T ISt e (S I n 20 fb. n_ 3921bs. 21 0 0
wg- 2 inch Cut. Very Light.
gl Beam 2 Sectivns, cover 6 ft. 9 in. weight, 100 lbs. ... £6 11 0 3 Beam 3 Sections, cover 7 ft. G in. weight, 114 lbs, £7 8 6
R A0 ETSE w10 ft. »w 1501bs, ... 916 6 SEt R s 10 ft. »» 152 1bs. 918 0
I Aty 4, b 1310t 6 in. SO Ol Resaed] o SOR 0 IRio . (plaE ., 1266 6 in. b 190 Jba, 12 7 6
igydeh, b, BRRRTOHT RO i e 10, o 250 ba e TG M7 b B IRIs = & 16 8, s 15 ft. s 228 lbs, 1417 0
s, 6, o0, o L IDIBE, | o 10T O B s TR e I (B vy 2661bs. . 17 6 6
' -'4-' e o v 23 ft. 6in. ,y 900 lhs, .22 18 6 355 s 55 5 20 f6 4 » 004 lbs, 1916 0
= Q-4 ,, 8 2T T 400 1he} 2 4 0 I ) w 22 fte6in. -, 342 lbs. 22 b 6
«E.‘B Cr < Jlnglli%r%’; for cultivating Onlon, Malze and Pofato Crops. )
T - IGHT. :
=% 4 Beam 2 Sectivns, cover 6 fr. weight, 641hs. ... £4 8 0 4 Beam 2 Sections, cover 6 fu. weight, 48 lbs, £4 1 0
s o 3 e i 5 Q61bs. ;... 612 0 ASUn A . LI 3 2ibs) 6 1 6
PR 4 W o LB 5 1281bs. ... 8 1G- O A U L S 128 96 lbs, 8 2 0
F" e, o B U5 (i o 160 B S ERTIR 0 ONER  B s b sy 120 lbs, 10 2 6
O GRS, 18 1, i SEhE R ava ORI S R8N S N o 144 1bel 1285880
U S L 21 (. y 2240bs. ... 15 8 0 e e T 2REE: v 168 lbs. 14 3 6
S 4, 8 s 24 ft. w256 1bs, 712 0 4030 8 . v 24 ft, 5 192 lbs, 1654 0
~R OTHER . SIZES MADE TO ORDER
'“ The ahove Harrows are well fitted with Oval c;teel 'I‘mas (driven), exeept the * Jinglers,” the Tines of which’ are of
¢ Round Steel. Above weights are approximate, and do not include draw bars
',‘_ TESTIMONIALS Received from all parts of Lhe Commonwealth. Material and Wor’kmanship Guaranteed. Terms Arranged
a

" HUGH MURRAY and SON, Harrow Specialists, Dandenong

The Place to Get a Square Deal
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