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PAGE 56 GOODBYE TO THE MECHANICS' INSTITUTE JUNE 1974

Not without a touch of sadness we chronicle the impending
demise of the last vestige of one of Dandenong's earliest
institutions - the Dandenong Mechanics' Institute Library.

Started in 1863, the Dandenong Mechanics' Institute was the
first public meeting place Dandenong's early residents had. It
was erected on the site of the present Town Hall; at first a
modest timber building, which was later enlarged and improved
by the addition of a brick front in 1882. When the present
Town Hall was first mooted, the prize site occupied by the i
Mechanics' in the centre of the town, was sought for its )
erection. Opposition had to be overcome, and it was only after !
long negotiations that a satisfactory formula was reached for

the demolition of the Institute. Its activities were to be

transferred to the upstairs portion of the Town Hall under a

special arrangement that holds good until today. (The room this
Society now occupies is part of the old Mechanics' Institute).

Thus was the way cleared for the erection of our present
Town Hall in 1890.

e

Basides proving a venue for edrly meetings - including those

»f the District Roads Board and the Shire Council - as well

as entertainments, the Institute later boasted a library and
billiard room among the amenities it provided for its members,
Today the library - lately located on the ground floor - is
the sole surviving remnant of this 11l-year-old institution, K
and it is expected to close its doors about the end of July,
when Dandenong's new Regional Free Library in Stuart Street
will be taking over its functions. Down through the years the
library has been a very popular service. For many of those
years it was presided over by that very gracious lady, Miss
Grace McAfee, who was something of an institution herself.

And so the Institute, Dandenong's oldest surviving institution,
silently bows out without any fanfare or fuss - another victim d
of the progrews that has transformed Dandenong from the little
wattle and daub hamlet of the Institute's birth-year, into the
bustling city of today. It is to be hoped that the minute
books and other early records will be handed over to the

Society for preservation, for into their pages must surely be
written another slice of our early history. :
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Dandenong District Historical Society

From: Dandenong & District Historical Society [dandhist@int

Sent: Wednesday, 3 September 2014 9:34 %\El @internode.on.net]
To: 'Chris Keys'

Subject: RE: Dandenong Mechanic's Institute

Attachments: DANDENONG Mechanics Institute.docx; IMG_2172.jpg

Pam

| have added the dates etc that you requested and attached is the revised document
The first image is of the wooden building dated 1863, then a brick extensio ted i
’ n was add
building in 1882 ed in front of the wooden
The town hall was opened on 3 September 1890.
The town hall facade is still in place of the Drum Theatre and | enclose an image.

Chris Keys
Dandenong Historical Society

From: Chris Keys [mailto:chris.keys@dingley.net]
Sent: Monday, 1 September 2014 2:40 PM

To: 'DDHS'

Subject: FW: Dandenong Mechanic's Institute

We need to look into this today Jenny
Chris Keys

0418340754
Chris.keys@dingley.net
11 Dryandra Cres
Keysborough 3173

From: pam baragwanath [mailto:pgbarag@alphalink.com.au]
Sent: Thursday, 28 August 2014 4:49 PM

To: 'Chris Keys'

Subject: RE: Dandenong Mechanic's Institute

Dear Chris,
very efficiently done, thank you.

All that needs adding is the address - is Lonsdale Street correct. Is there a number?

- and the building succession numbers: (could possibly be three, if yo ' ;

the Town Hall was built) y , if you agree, can you please give me the date that
3.:1863, 1882, ...7

| would like to reuse those 3 images that are in the present book: | would hav

. ) . . N A . : e got them from Dandenong and District
Historical Society, if that's OK? Strict " . gal

different. y rictly speaking there are only two buildings, but the 2nd brick fronted one is so

thanks agin, Pam.

From: Chris Keys [mailto:chris.keys@dingley.net]
Sent: Thursday, 28 August 2014 10:27 AM



pgbarag@alphalink.com.au
bject: Dandenong Mechanic's Institute

‘ f/Pam
- We have reviewed your work on the Dandenong Mechanic’s Institute. And attached a revised entry.
While most of the content in the current entry holds true today, we have added some further facts which may be of

interest.
Please contact me if you have any concerns.

Wish you well.
We would like to purchase a copy of the new edition.

Chris Keys
President
Dandenong § District Historical Society

Chris.keys@dingley.net
0418340754

No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2014.0.4744 / Virus Database: 4007/8133 - Release Date: 08/31/14
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We have reviewed your work on the Dandenong Mechanic’s Institute. And attached a revised entry.
While most of the content in the current entry holds true today, we have added some further facts which may be of
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Please contact me if you have any concerns.
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0418340754
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